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THE 

ROOT  OF  POPERY  STRUCK  AT, 

AND   THE 

TRUE  ANCIENT  APOSTOLIC  FOUNDATION 
DISCOVERED; 

IK    80MK 

PROPOSITIONS  TO  THE  PAPISTS, 

CONCSBNINO 

FALLIBILITY  AND  INFALLIBILITY, 

WHICH 

CUT  DOWN  THB  UNCSBTAIN,   AND   MANIFEST  THE  CERTAIN 

WAT  OF  RBCSIYING  AND  QROWINQ   UP 

INTO  THE  TRUTH. 

ALSO 

Some  Considerations  coucerning  the  True  and  False 

Church  and  Ministry,  with  the  State  of  each 

since  the  days  of  the 

APOSTLES, 

Held  forth  iu  true  Love  and  Pity  to  the  Souls 
of  the  Papists,  that  they  may  Hear  and  Consider  and  not 
Mistake  and  Stumble  at  the  Rock  of  Ages,  where- 
upon the  Prophets,  Apostles,  and  whole 
Flock  of  GOD  throughout  all  Gen- 
eratiodb,  have  been  built. 

There  is  likewiee  tomowliftt  added  coii€Prning  the  Ground  of  Ereor,  and 

the  Way  to  Truth  and  Unitt»  for  the  SSake  of  such  as  are 

more  Spiritual,  and  have  hooti  more  inwardly 

exercised  in  searching  after  Truth. 

Bt  ISAAC  PBNINGTON  the  Younger. 

Cn  TRtn  do  they  worship  me,  teaching  for  Doctrines  the  Commandmenta 
of  Hen.    Mat.  zt.  9. 
Vol.  IL—  1 
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PREFACE. 


The  mystery  of  iniquity  (which  overspread  the  earth  un- 
der the  shape  and  appearance  of  holy  church,  and  holy  wor- 
ship) did  begin  to  work  in  the  apostles'  days.  2  Thes.  ii.  7. 
And  this  was  the  way  whereby  the  god  of  this  world  did 
deceive ;  he  endeavored  to  blind  men's  minds,  to  put  out 
their  right  eye,  2  Cor.  iv.  4.  to  draw  from  the  Spirit,  from 
the  anointing,  1  John  ii.  26.  to  rob  of  the  eye-salve  where- 
with the  eye  must  be  anointed  to  see  the  things  of  God. 
.  Rev.  iii.  18.  And  now  when  he  hath  done  this,  how  easily 
may  his  false  ware  pass  for  true !  His  synagogue  (built  in 
the  likeness  of  the  true  church,  Rev.  iii.  9.),  for  the  true 
church!  Antichrist,  his  son  (sitting  in  the  temple  like 
Christ,  2  Thes.  ii.  4.),  for  the  true  Christ!  His  doctrines, 
for  the  true  teaching!  Mat.  xv.  2.  His  feigned,  formal, 
deady  earthly  traditions,  for  the  true,  everlasting  gospel ! 
Rev.  xiv.  6.  His  Gentiles,  or  Heathens  (who  are  so  in  na- 
ture, and  Christians  only  in  name),  for  the  true  Christians ! 
Rev.  xi.  2. 

"The  light  of  the  Jbody  is  the  eye,"  saith  Christ,  by  way 
of  parable.  Mat.  vi.  22,  23.  Kow  if  the  eye  be  dark,  "if 
the  light  which  is  in  thee  be  darkness,  how  great  is  that 
darkness ! "  How  shalt  thou  see  the  gospel,  the  church,  the 
Spirit,  the  things  of  God?  But  if  that  eye  be  clear,  who 
shall  be  able  to  blind  thee?  The  devil  may  come  with  his 
deceits,  his  false  church,  his  false  gospel,  his  false  power, 
fcc.,  yea,  though  his  spirit  creep  into  the  very  true  form  of 
godliness,  thou  wilt  be  able  to  discern  him  there.  But  if 
thou  see  with  another's  eye,  thou  mayst  easily  see  amiss, 
mistake  Christ,  mistake  the  church,  and  so  believe  as  the 
•false  church  believes,  and  fare  as  the  false  church  fieures. 
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Ob !  who  shall  redeem  the  deceived  nations  back  to  thfe 
Spirit?  Who  shall  preach  to  all  nations,  kindreds,  tongnesi 
and  people,  the  everlastiDg  gospel?  Who  shall  open  the 
eye  in  them  which  hath  been  so  long  blinded?  Who  shall 
take  the  golden  cup  of  fornication  from  their  lips,  and  loosen 
their  hearts  from  the  sorceries,  flatteries,  and  enchantments 
of  the  false  woman? 

The  everlasting  bowels  of  the  Lord  roll  toward  his  poor 
captivated  seed,  and  towards  the  poor  deceived  nations;  and 
he  is  now  preparing  to  build  the  ruins  of  many  generations. 
He  is  bringing  forth  that  power  of  truth,  that  demonstration 
of  his  Spirit  in  the  spirits  of  his  people,  asno  paint  shall  be 
able  to  stand  before.  He  will  rend  the  veil  of  the  covering 
from  off  all  nations,  and  the  Desire  of  all  nations  shall  be 
seen  by  the  eye  which  he  opens  and  anoints ;  and  that 
which  hath  deceived,  and  destroyed,  and  led  from  the  truth, 
building  up  a  mystery  of  unrighteousness  in  the  stead  of  it; 
even  the  beast  and  false  prophet  (which  wrought  miracles, 
with  which  he  deceived  them  that  had  the  mark  of  the 
beast,  and  them  that  worshipped  his  image),  shall  be  taken, 
and  cast  alive  into  the  lake.  Rev.  xix.  20.  Then  captivi^ 
shall  be  led  captive ;  and  those  which  have  been  led  captive 
shall  creep  out  of  their  dens,  and  out  of  their  holes,  into  the 
light  of  the  living,  and  worship  the  true  and  everlasting 
King,  when  the  king  Abaddon  is  destroyed.  Rev.  xv.  2,  8, 4. 

Oh !  who  shall  be  accounted  worthy  to  be  taught  by  the 
Lord  where  to  wait  for  this?  To  whom  will  the  Lord  dis- 
cover the  place  of  wisdom  (the  place  where  wisdom  is 
learned,  her  voice  heard,  and  her  instructions  to  life  re- 
ceived), which  is  hid  from  the  eyes  of  all  living?  Job  xxviii, 
21.  Whom  shall  he  teach  knowledge?  And  whom  shall 
he  make  to  understand  doctrine?  They  are  them  that  are 
weaned  from  the  milk,  and  drawn  from  the  breasts  of  the 
felse  woman.  Isai.  xxviii.  9.  and  chap.  lii.  15.  They  that 
are  turned  from  man,  from  the  fleshly  wisdom  in  themselves, 
towards  the  spring  of  life,  they  may  hear  the  voice  of  this 
wisdom,  which  begins  in  the  living  fear  and  power;  which 
effectually  turns  the  heart  from  death  and  darkness  towards 


Hm  fiTiog  Ood;  to  -mmhip  him  in  tfnril  and  in  tratib,  ae- 
eording  to  Ute  pure,  living  teachings  thereof;  and  not  after 
the  inventiotia,  imaginations,  and  traditione  of  men:  and  lie 
that  is  once  come  hither,  as  he  is  true  and  fiuthfut  to  A« 
light  of  life,  doing  the  will  as  it  is  made  manifest  to  him, 
ahall  know  more  and  more  of  the  doctrine,  John  vii.  IT. 
and  have  his  feet  infallibly  guided  into,  and  preserved  in, 
Hke  way  9i  peace. 


The 
3Root  of  Popery  struck  at^ 

PROPOSITION   L 

That  councils  may  err  (if  I  should  add,  and  have  enred, 
it  might  not  be  impossible  to  prove  it). 

First,  In  that  they  are  men  not  perfected  in  the  knowl- 
edge, fiiith,  and  obedience  of  the  truth,  it  necessarily  im* 
plies  a  capacity  of  error,  both  in  relation  to  the  knowledge, 
to  the  fiiith,  and  to  the  obedience. 

Secondly,  Their  doubtful  disputation  of  things,  and  long 
canvassing,  imply  an  uncertainty,  and  possibility  of  erring. 

Thirdly,  Their  way  of  determining  tilings  at  last  (which 
is  by  a  vote  of  the  major  part)  is  an  uncertain  way  of  deter- 
mination; for  it  is  not  impossible  but  the  major  part  may 
be  over-swayed  by  by-ends,  and  in  relation  to  their  own  ad- 
vantage and  interest,  against  the  righteousness  and  equity 
of  the  reason  of  the  lesser  part :  so  that  the  way  of  deter- 
miniiTg  things  by  a  council  is  not  a  certain  way  in  itself; 
but  because  men  know  not  well  how  to  find  out  a  better 
and*  more  probable  way  of  deciding  controversies,  th^y 
judge  it  necessary  to  acquiesce  therein.  But  the  votes  and 
determinations  of  men  concerning  a  thing  do  not  conclude 
a  thing  to  be  true  or  false  in  itself;  they  only  signify  their 


C  THswomKsor 

qpiiilan,  ju4g&ient»  and  tefitunony  oooceming  tibe  tbuig,  Um 
validity  wbeT!e(^  depends  upon  their  knowledge  of  the 
tkiag;  which  if  it  be  uot  clear,  full,  and  certain^  their  teeli' 
MOny,  opinion,  or  judgment  is  of  little  value.  Truth  rei- 
onaina  the  same  io  itaelf,  though  all  the  wise  men  in  the 
world  should  testify  against  it,  calling  it  errar,  or  hereey; 
and  falsehood  can  never  become  truth,  though  ever  to 
many  wise  men  should  testify  for  it,  putting  the  fairett 
habit  and  appearance  of  truth  upon  it  that  they  can. 

Prop.  n.  That  the  pope  himself  may  err. 

The  pope  hath  not  greater  freedom  from  fallibility  in 
judgment  or  doctrine  than  Peter  himself  had.  Now  Peter 
had  not  only  a  capacity  of  error  in  him,  |)ut  he  did  err  in 
that  doctrine  which  he  taught  the  Gentiles,  of  living  after 
the  manner  of  the  Jews;  for  he  did  not  only  do  the  thing 
itself,  Gal.  ii.  12.  but  he  compelled  the  Gentiles  to  do  the 
same  thing,  holding  it  forth  as  a  practice  which  ought  to  be 
observed  by  the  Gentiles,  ver.  14.  for  which  carriage  of  his, 
Paul  withstood  him  to  the  face,  and  said,  ^'he  was  to  be 
blamed."  ver.  11.  And  the  council  of  Constance,  deposing 
p<^e  John,  and  advancing  the  authority  of  councils  above 
Hk^  pope,  did  plainly  imply  that  the  pope  might  err;  which 
might  further  be  confirmed  by  what  the  council  of  Basil 
determined  concerning  pope  Eugenius. 

Prop.  IH.  That  every  man  may  err  in  his  interpretation 
of  scriptures,  further  than  he  hath  a  certain  and  infallible 
opening  of  them  to  his  spirit,  by  that  Spirit  which  gave 
them  forth.  The  Spirit  knoweth  his  own  mind  in  every 
word  which  he  hath  spoken;  but  no  man  knoweth  his 
mind,  nor  the  meaning  of  his  words,  but  as  he  reveals  themu 
1  Cor.  ii.  11.  So  that  God  is  true  in  all  his  sayings  in  the 
scriptures;  but  man  is  a  liar  in  all  the  meanings  he  gives 
of  his  sayings,  according  to  his  own  guessiugs,  reasShings, 
aod  imaginings,  without  the  Spirit's  infallible  opening  of 
his  own  words  to  him.  So  that  the  Spirit  itself  is  the 
ground  and  foundation  of  all  true  light  and  knowledge  of 
the  things  of  God. 

Prop.  IV.    That  if  there  be  any  light  to  be  found  any 
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vhere  flhimBg  from  Ood,  tbat  ligbt  cftBnot  err:  for  Gk>d  in      ^ 
pare;  and  that  which  comes  immediately  from  him  cannot 
but  be  pure.    All  the  knowledge  which  man  gathers,  or  can 
gather,  into  hie  vessel,  he  may  pollute ;  but  what  issaes  from 
the  spring  is  pure,  and  of  a  perfect  nature.  James  i.  17. 

Prop.  V.  That  there  must  necessarily  be  such  a  light 
eommnnicated  to  all  men  since  the  fall,  that  they  may  be- 
lieve thereby,  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth,  and  be 
saved ;  which  I  prove  thus: 

1.  From  the  will  of  God.  The  apostle  saith  expressly^ 
that  ^*  Qod  would  have  all  men  to  be  saved,  and  to  come 
unto  the  knowledge  of  the  truth."  1  Tim.  ii.  4.  Why  then 
there  must  nece9sarily  be  somewhat  dispensed  from  God  to 
all  men,  sufficient  to  bring  them  to  the  "knowledge  of  the 
truth,"  that  they  may  be  "saved." 

2.  From  what  is  found  in  man.  There  is  found  in  man  a 
light  shining  in  his  darkness,  John  i.  5.  a  light  discovering 
the  darkness,  and  drawing  from  it;  somewhat  which  checks 
and  reproves  the  sinner,  but  never  consented  to  the  evil  of 
his  heart  and  ways.  This  is  of  Qod;  this  is  from  Qod;  this  - 
is  pure;  this  is  spiritual;  not  of  the  fleshly,  not  of  the  nat- 
ural ;  for  then  it  might  be  drawn  sora  j  time  or  other  to  con- 
sent to  some  of  the  corrupt  desires  of  the  natural ;  but  though 
the  conscience  be  ever  so  much  defiled,  yet  the  light  in  it- 
self can  never  be  defiled.  Indeed  a  man  may  set  up  that  for 
light  in  his  conscience,  which  may  be  darkness;  btit  Qod's 
light,  God's  witness  there,  can  never  be  bribea,  but  will 
speak  truly,  (when  Qod  at  any  time  awaken  eth,  or  raiseth 
it  up)  witnessing  for  him,  both  against  the  evil  of  the  man, 
and  against  the  searedness,  hardness,  and  unfaithfulness  of 
biB  conscience  towards  Qod. 

Prop.  VI.  That  this  being  let  in,  believed  in,  and  obeyed, 
sbineth  more  and  more  unto  the  perfect  day ;  even  until  it 
hath  wholly  brought  out  of  the  error  into  the  truth.  Every 
way  of  it  is  infallible,  and  every  step  of  the  creature  after  it 
is  infallible.  Indeed  the  creature's  reasonings  and  consulta- 
tions about  it  may  be  fallible;  but  the  light  is  infallible  in 
Itself;  and  so  far  as  there  is  a  pure,  simple,  naked  thing  be- 
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gotten  by  it  (for  it  it  of  a  begetting  hatiupe,  James  i.  17, 1&)| 
8o  far  there  is  an  acknowledgment  of  its  certainty  in  the 
creatnre.  There  are  some  things  that  all  the  men  of  the 
earth  certainly  know  to  be  evil,  by  means  of  its  shining; 
and  some  things  also  that  they  certainly  know  to  be  good ; 
and  at  some  times  there  is  a  will  begotten  in  them  towards 
the  good,  and  against  the  evil:  now  if  they  did  honestly 
wait  in  the  singleness  of  this  will,  breathing  to  the  God  of 
power  to  have  it  brought  to  victory  in  them,  the  light 
would  shine  more  and  more  from  his  presence;  and  in  the 
light,  the  power  and  saving  arm  would  arise;  which  would 
effectually  lead  out  of  the  death  and  captivity,  into  the  fel* 
lowship  and  freedom  of  the  life. 

Pbop.  VTL  That^nothing  less  can  lead  unto  eternal  life 
than  an  eternal  light  in  man's  spirit,  where  the  darkness  is; 
which  is  to  be  discovered  there,  subdued  there,  and  to  be 
led  from.  This  was  the  apostle's  message  (who  received  and 
came  with  the  message  of  the  gospel),  ^^that  God  is  lights 
and  in  him  is  no  darkness  at  all."  1  John  i.  5.  And  this 
they  preached  to  bring  men  into  fellowship  with  this  light, 
ver.  8.  that  they  might  walk  with  God  in  it,  and  there  be 
cleansed  by  the  blood  of  Jesus  through  it  ver.  7.  Which 
that  they  might  obtain,  they  must  first  be  turned  from  dark- 
ness to  it,  Acts  xxvi.  18.  and  from  the  power  and  kingdom 
of  Satan  to  the  seed  of  the  kingdom  of  God,  Mat  xxiii.  81* 
which  Christ  told  the  Pharisees  was  within  them  .Luke  xviL 
21.  And  the  Apostle  Paul  told  the  Hebrews,  that  the  laws 
of  the  covenant,  whereof  Christ  was  the  Minister  and  Me- 
diator,  were  by  the  tenor  of  the  new  covenant,  to  be  written 
in  the  heart  and  mind  by  the  Spirit;  and  not  to  be  written 
outwardly,  as  that  covenant  was  which  God  made  with  the 
Jews  by  Moses,  Heb.  viii.  6,  &c.  which  was  not  the  eternal ' 
covenant  itself,  but  a  shadow  of  it ;  which  made  nothing 
perfect,  but  only  made  way  for  the  hope  of  a  better  cove- 
nant, by  which  believers  draw  nigh  to  God.  Heb.  vii.  19. 
Yea,  Moses  himself  tells  the  Jews,  that  the  commandment 
of  life,  the  Word  Eternal  (according  to  faith  wherein,  and 
obedience  whereto,  they  were  to  live  or  die  eternally)  was 
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widiin  them.  Dent  xxx.  14, 15.  And  Paul  tells  the  cho^ 
at  Rome,  that  this  was  the  word  of  &ith  which  they 
preached;  that  it  was  also  the  covenant  of  life  and  dei^ 
under  the  gospel.  Rom.  x.  8.  Christ  is  the  light  of  the 
world,  John  viii.  12.  or  the  Eternal  Word,  John  i.  1.  which 
Light  or  Word  speaks  within  every  man's  conscience.  He 
that  believes  in  it,  brings  his  deeds  to  it,  and  obeys  it,  is  jus- 
tified by  it;  but  he  that  hates  its  reproof,  is  condemned  hj 
it,  John  iii.  20,  21.  and  not  only  shut  out  of  life,  but  out  of 
the  very  ways  to  it;  for  the  reproofs  of  the  instruction  of 
this  wisdom  are  the  sole  way  or  path  of  life  to  the  sinner. 
Prov.  vi.  23. 

Now  behold  the  true  certainty  of  the  everlasting  founda- 
tion, and  behold  your  own  uncertainty.  8ee  the  Rock  of 
ages,  whereupon  the  prophets,  apostles,  and  all  the  sainte 
have  been  built.  See  that  which  indeed  is  infallible;  and 
cease  from  man,  who  is  vain,  and  subject  to  vanity  and 
error.  The  church  of  the  Jews  did  err;  the  churches  of  the 
Gentiles  also  did  err,  even  in  the  apostles*  days ;  insomuch 
as  their  candlestick  was  threatened  to  be  removed,  and  was 
soon  removed;  yea,  the  apostle  particularly  foretold  the 
taints  at  Rome  concerning  the  Gentiles,  that  their  standing 
was  by  fiiith ;  and  that  if  they  continued  not  in  God's  good^ " 
ness,  they  should  also  be  cut  off,  as  the  Jews  were.  Rom. 
xi.  20,  22.  Now  there  was  not  a  standing  in  the  faith,  but 
a  general  backsliding,  and  falling  away  from  the  fitith;  and 
then  the  man  of  sin  was  revealed,  and  Christ  and  his  truth 
withdrawn ;  strong  delusion,  deceit,  and  false  appearances 
of  truth  starting  up  instead  thereof.  2  Thess.  ii.  3, 11.  For 
the  Lord  God,  upon  the  great  defection  and  apostasy  of  the 
Gentiles,  separates  the  outward  court  from  his  temple,  altar, 
and  spiritual  worshippers ;  which  temple  was  his  true  church, 
which  he  reserved  for  himself,  giving  the  outward  court  to 
the  Gentiles.  Rev.  xi.  1,  2.  And  then  the  true  church  fled 
hito  the  wilderness,  where  she  had  a  place  prepared  of  God 
for  her;  and  so  the  Gentile-Christians  could  build  up  their 
false  churches  in  the  cities  or  palaces  where  the  true  church 
had  been  built  by  God,  and  appeared  before.    And  these 
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filse  charches  may  easily  Ibecome  mucli  larger  than  the  trn© 
chnrch  ever  Was;  for  while  the  Lord  built  the  church  by  hirf 
Spirit,  he  built  only  of  spiritual  stones,  1  Pet,  ii.  5.  adding 
to  it  such  as  he  first  converted.  Acts  ii.  47.  For  such  alon6 
are  fit  to  worship  him  in  Spirit  and  truth,  and  such  alone 
he  seeks  out  to  make  up  his  church  of,  instead  of  the  Jews, 
whom  he  had  cast  off  from  being  a  church  and  people  to 
him.  John  iv.  23.  But  when  man  comes  to  build,  he  takes 
in  more  largely  than  God  allows;  he  may  gather  in  or  force 
a  whole  city  or  nation  to  become  a  church,  by  persuading 
or  compelling  them  to  receive  the  doctrine  and  tradition 
which  he  prescribes,  and  by  setting  up  an  outward  knowl- 
edge, policy,  and  government,  according  to  man,  and  in 
the  wisdom  of  man,  which  the  human  part  will  answer  to, 
and  be  satisfied  with.  To  make  this  a  little  more  manifest 
to  such  as  in  simplicity  of  heart  desire  to  know  the  mind  of 
God  in  this  respect,  and  the  true  state  of  the  church  since 
the  days  of  the  apostles,  consider  these  things  following: 

1.  God,  in  those  days,  sent  his  true  apostles  and  ministerB 
with  the  everlasting  gospel,  which  was'  the  word  of  faith 
which  they  preached,  to  gather  men  of  Jerusalem,  Judea^ 
and  all  nations,  into  the  obedience  of  the  faith,  Rom.  i.  5* 
that  he  might  have  a  spiritual  house,  a  spiritual  people,  to 
worship  him,  instead  of  those  outward  worshippers  whom 
he  then  cast  off.  John  iv.  23. 

2.  That  this  gathered  people  in  Judea,  at  Jerusalem,  at 
Corinth,  at  Ephesus,  at  Coloss,  at  Philippi,  at  Rome,  &c. 
were  his  several  churches  or  congregations;  and  not  the 
city  of  Jerusalem,  not  the  city  of  Corinth,  Ephesus,  Rome, 
&c.  None  of  these  were  churches;  but  only  a  select  rem- 
nant gathered  out  of  these. 

3.  That  the  devil,  after  he  had  stirred  up  the  Jews  every 
where,  and  the  heathens  as  much  as  he  could,  to  cry  out 
against  the  truth,  and  such  as  God  had  converted  to  the 
feith,  for  heresy  and  a  sect,  and  to  persecute  them  and  it, 
yet  could  not  prevail  that  way;  then  he  tried  another  way, 
aending  his  messengers  abroad,  clothing  them  as  angels  of 
light;  teaching  them  also  to  preach  Christ,  and  the  doctrine 
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-color,  secretly  to  sow  the  seeds  of  divisioni  exipr,  and  heresy 
in  the  church. 

4.  When  this  would  uot  do,  but  these  were  discovered 
and  judged  (by  the  power  and  presence  of  the  light  of  th^ 
Spirit  in  the  church)  for  fieilse  Jews,  false  apostles,  deceitfu) 
workers,  ministers  of  Satan,  &c.,  Bev.  iii,  9.  and  chap^  ii.  8. 
then  they  separate  themselves  from  the  church,  Jude  19» 
and  make  up^  a  body  of  their  own,  go  out  into  tbe  world, 
preach  there,  gather  a  company  there,  get  the  greater  num- 
ber, and  then  set  npon  the  church,  fight  with  her,  overcome 
her  and  her  ministry,  and  get  up  their  own  false  chuich  and 
ministry.  Thus  the  synagogue  of  Satan  and  his  ministry 
got  footing  in  the  worid,  even  in  the  very  same  cities  and 
places  where  the  church  had  newly  had  dominion  before. 
And  now,  whereas  before  there  was  a  church  at  Jerusalem^ 
a  chureh  at  Rome,  a  church  at  Ephesus,  &c.,  when  the  syna- 
gogue of  Satan  is  set  up,  and  hath  got  the  dominion  thor^, 
the  whole  city  of  Jerusalem,  or  the  whole  city  of  Rome,  &c. 
can  then  become  a  church.  To  make  this  yet  more  mani- 
feet,  observe  and  weigh  these  things  following  in  the  bal* 
ance  of  the  true  sanctuary: 

1.  The  false  prophets,  the  false  apostles,  which  had  crept 
into  the  church,  Jude  4.  which  strove  to  seduce  the  church, 
1  John  ii.  26.  these  went  out  from  the  church,  ver.  19.  and 
went  into  the  world.  1  John  iv.  1. 

2.  When  they  went  out  into  the  world,  their  intent  was 
to  leairen  the  world  with  their  doctrine,  and  to  gather  peo* 
pie  after  them.  They  preached  to  gather  people  to  themi 
and  their  doctrine,  and  form  of  godliuesi^  as  tbe  apostles 
preaehed  to  gather  people  to  God,  and  his  living  truUi. 

8.  The  worid  heard  them;  they  hearkened  to  their  doe* 
trine;  were  willing  to  be  gathered  by  them,  owning  their 
fidbe  miniatiy,  and  their  &lse  church,  or  synagogue;  even 
as  those  that  were  of  Qod  hearkened  to  the  apostles,  9ioA 
owned  the  truth.  1  John  iv.  6.  So  that  here  were  now  two 
4i«tinet  bodies  in  cities  and  places  where  the  gpqpel  had 
eome:  a  body  of  the  true  saints  and  true  apostles;  a  body 
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of' the  fblee  apostles  and  ministers,  of  the  deceitful  workersi 
who  showed  tniraeles  and  wonders,  and  had  all  manner  of 
deceivableness  of  unrighteousness  on  their  side.  2  Thess. 
ii.  9, 10.  Thus  there  was  a  great  division  and  breach  in  the 
]^laces  where  the  gospel  had  been  preached,  and  had  reigned 
in  power:  for  he  that  was  of  God  heard  the  true  apostles, 
and  kept  to  the  true  church ;  but  those  that  were  not  of 
Ood,  but  of  the  worldly  spirit,  heard  the  false  apostles  and 
&tse  ministers,  and  so  joined  to  the  synagogue  of  Satan,  1 
John  iv.  6.  where  Satan  had  his  seat  and  dwelling,  Rev.  ii. 
13.  even  as  Christ  dwelleth  and  sitteth  in  his  temple,  the 
chureh. 

4.  These  false  apostles  and  ministers,  with  the  help  of 
the  world,  which  they  had  gathered  in  unto  them,  joined 
together  against  the  true  church  and  her  seed  (as  wherevet 
the  two  contrary  spirits  and  principles  appear,  they  cannot 
hot  contend  and  fight  against  each  other;  the  one  for  the 
fluth  and  truth  of  the  gospel ;  the  other  against  that  which 
is  true,  and  for  a  counterfeit  of  it) ;  so,  Rev.  xii.  there  is 
Michael  and  his  angels  fighting  on  the  side  of  the  true 
church ;  there  is  the  dragon  and  his  angels  fighting  for  the 
false  church.  Now  mark  who  prevails:  the  true  church; 
Michael  and  his  angels,  prevail  one  way ;  the  false  church, 
the  synagogue  of  Satan,  the  dragon  and  his  angels,  prevail 
another  way. 

Quest.  How  doth  the  true  church  prevail  ? 

Ans.  Thus:  she  keeps  all  the  spiritual,  invisible,  holy 
things  of  God  from  the  paw  of  the  dragon,  and  of  all  those 
fiilse  worshippers.  The  invisible  Jew,  the  invisible  life  and 
power,  that  whereof  God  had  built  up  his  church,  is  pre- 
served by  him;  and  against  his  life  and  Spirit,  and  his 
church  (which  he  builds  by  his  Spirit,  and  preserves  in  it), 
all  the  powers  of  darkness  cannot  prevail ;  but  do  they  all 
what  they  can,  Ae  man-child  is  caught  up  to  God ;  and  the 
church,  by  God's  help,  flies  from  the  face  of  the  dragon  into 
the  wilderness,  where  she  is  fed  forty-two  months,  or  twelve 
hundred  and  sixty  days,  which  is  ^e  time  of  the  dragon's 
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prevailing  oatwardly,  by  his  false  chanch  and  ministry. 
Rov.  xii. 

Quest.  How  doth  the  dragon  and  false  church  prevail? 

Ans.  By  putting  the  man-child  and  true  church  to  flight; 
by  gaining  the  church's  ground,  setting  up  his  synagogue 
(or  false  representation  of  the  true  church)  where  the  true 
church  had  stood  before.  For  the  true  church  being  fled 
into  the  wilderness,  the  field  was  left  to  him ;  and  there  he 
sets  up  his  false  synagogue,  in  the  sight  of  the  world,  call- 
ing her  the  true  church,  and  her  seed  the  true  catholics; 
but  casting  a  flood  of  reproach  after  the  woman,  reviling 
her  (who  indeed  was  the  true  church)  for  a  strumpet,  and 
all  her  seed  for  seducers,  schismatics^  heretics,  &e.,  even 
such  as  were  not  fit  to  be  suffered  in  the  earth,  but  to  be 
made  war  with,  both  by  the  spiritual  and  civil  sword.  He  v. 
xii.  15,  17. 

Thus  then  was  the  victory  on  each  hand:  the  true  church 
and  temple  (with  the  inward  power  of  life)  was  preserved  by 
God;  who  eaused  it,  by  the  wings  of  his  Spirit,  to  fly  out  of 
the  sight  of  false  worshippers  and  imitators,  as  far  as  that  is 
from  the  sight  of  men  in  a  city,  which  flieth  out  of  the  city 
into  a  wilderness.  And  to  the  other  is  left  the  outward 
court  to  worship  in ;  the  profession,  the  attire,  the  garments, 
the  visible  observatit)ns  and  practices  wherein  the  church  be- 
fore had  appeared,  and  in  which  she  did  once  truly  and  spir- 
itually worship ;  fbr  the  church  did  acceptably  worship  in 
the  outward  court,  before  it  was  measured  and  divided  from 
the  inward  temple,  and  given  to  the  Gentiles.  Rev.  xi.  2* 

Quest.  Now  how  long  was  this  false  church  to  stand? 

Answ.  Till  the  church's  coming  out  of  the  wilderness  in 
the  same  Spirit  and  power  wherewith  she  fled  into  flie  wil- 
derness. When  Christ  comes  with  the  fiery  breath  of  his 
mouth,  and  with  the  brightness  of  his  eternal  light,  then 
this  false  image  of  the  church  melts  and  dissolves  away.  2 
Thess.  ii.  8.  But  till  then  she  keeps  her  seat  on  the  beast; 
on  whom  she  rides,  and  by  virtue  of  whom  she  sits  upon  the 
wajters,  even  upon  peoples,  multitudes,  nations,  and  tongues. 
Rev.  xvii.  15. 

Vol.  n—  2 
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Olject.  But  did  not  Christ  8%y  the  gat^  of  hell  should 
uot  prevail  against  his  church? 

Answ.  No  more  they  did  not:  for  she  had  wings  of  an 
eagle  given  her,  to  fly  into  the  wilderness;  into  the  place 
prepared  of  God  for  her ;  into  which  she  did  fly,  and  was 
there  fed  and  preserved,  do  all  the  powers  of  darkness  what 
they  could.  So  that  the  dragon  and  his  angels  prevailed 
not  against  the  woman;  but  she  was  hid  from  the  face  of 
the  serpent,  and  from  all  his  spite  and  power,  who  could 
not  come  within  the  bounds  of  her  heaveu  in  the  wilderness, 
but  was  cast  out  into  the  earth,  and  his  angels  with  him. 
Eev.  xii.  8,  9.  But  Christ  did  not  say  that  the  gates  of  hell 
phould  uot  prevail  against  her  outward  estate ;  but  the  con- 
trary, in  this  very  prophecy  of  John,  is  here  declared;  to 
wit,  that  she  was  so  far  prevailed  against:  the  true  woman, 
who  was  ^^  clothed  with  the  sun,  and  had  the  moon  under 
her  feet,  and  was  crowned  with  a  crown  of  twelve  stars," 
was  to  fly  away,  and  give  place;  and  a  false  woman  to  start 
up  in  her  stead;  who,  with  the  golden  cup  of  her  fornica- 
tions, was  to  deceive  and  bewitch  all  nations^  kindreds, 
tongues,  and  languages,  forty-two  months,  or  twelve  hun* 
dred  and  sixty  days,  which  was  the  full  time  the  church  was 
to  remain  in  the  wilderness:  but  after  that  time  the  false 
church,  with  antichrist  her  husband  (who  all  this  while  sat 
in  the  temple),  was  to  be  revealed,  judged,  and  destroyed, 
and  the  true  church  return  again  out  of  the  wilderness  into 
her  own  place. 

Quest.  Why  would  Q-od  suffer  his  church  thus  to  be  pre- 
vailed against,  thus  to  be  banished  and  driven  out  of  the 
building  which  his  Spirit  had  reared  for  her,  into  a  wilder- 
ness ;  and  a  mystery  of  deceit  and  falsehood  to  be  set  up  in 
her  name  and  stead? 

Answ.  Firsts  As  a  just  judgment  upon  tlie  world  (whQ 
slighted  the  day  of  their  visitation,  and  would  not  come 
into  the  vineyard  to  work),  God  brings  the  night  upon 
them*,  wherein  they  could  not  enter  into  the  vineyard,  nor 
work  if  they  would  ever  so  fain.  John  ix.  4. 

Secondly,  As  a  just  judgment  upon  such,  who,  though 
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they  conld  not  but  own  and  acknowledge  the  truth,  yet  did 
not  love  it  in  their  hearts,  but  loved  their  unrighteousness, 
their  darkness  still;  therefore  God  removes  the  power  of 
his  truth  from  their  eyes  into  the  wilderness ;  and  lets  out 
a  power  of  darkness  and  deceit  upon  them,  wherewith  they 
were  deluded,  instead  of  the  truth  itself.  2  Thess.  ii.  10,  11. 

Thirdlj'^,  That  such  as  were  approved  might  be  made 
manifest  in  the  Spirit  to  be  pure  gold  indeed.  They  that 
held  the  living  truth,  and  could  not  be  dmwn  aside,  with 
all  the  pleasures  of  this  world  on  the  one  hand,  nor  with  all 
the  dangers  from  it  on  the  other  hand ;  no,  nor  yet  with  all 
the  deceivableness  of  unrighteousness;  these  did  shine  in- 
deed in  the  light  and  power  of  the  Spirit,  and  were  a  great 
honor  and  crown  upon  the  head  of  their  Master. 

Fourthly,  That  darkness  might  have  its  day,  or  hour,  or 
season  of  manifestation  to  the  full.  There  hath  been  no 
day  of  any  dispensation  hitherto,  but  it  hath  had  a  night 
coming  after  it.  There  was  an  antichrist  to  be  revealed  in 
the  power  of  darkness,  as  well  as  Christ  (the  eternal  light 
of  life)  in  the  living  power.  Now  as  long  as  the  true  church 
stood,  and  as  long  as  the  man-child  was  found  dwelling 
here  with  her,  in  the  habitation  which  God  had  built  up  for 
them,  the  man  of  sin  could  not  be  revealed,  but  the  pure 
power  of  life  would  soon  discover  him.  Therefore  at  length, 
when  the  full  time  and  season  of  his  discovery  came,  God 
removed  that  into  the  wilderness  which  stood  in  the  way; 
and  then  he  and  his  spouse,  the  false  church,  made  a  fair 
show  in  the  world.  2  Thess.  ii.  7. 

Fifthly,  That  the  Lord  might  make  the  name  of  his 
Son,  with  the  glory  of  his  truth  and  power,  to  shine,  by 
overcoming  the  dragon  and  this  false  church,  after  so 
long  a  time  of  thick  darkness,  and  after  such  a  universal 
prevalency  of  the  powers  and  deceits  thereof.  Was  it  not  a 
great  glory  and  honor  to  the  Lord,  to  overcome  the  heath- 
enish world,  and  Jewish  church  and  worship,  by  the  power 
of  his  truth  shining  through  a  poor  despicable  company  of 
fishermen  and  mechanics?  And  will  it  not  be  as  great  (if 
not  a  grtoter)  glory  to  him  to  overcome  the  antichristian 
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world  (after  it  Imth  taken  so  long  and  bo  deep  root,  and  is 
become  so  strongly  founded)  by  as  poor,  contemptible  in- 
struments as  tbey  were? 

Quest  But  how  was  it  possible  that  so  great  a  deceit 
should  get  up  in  the  world  so  near  the  apostles'  days,  or 
rather  in  the  verj'  days  of  the  apostles,  as  this  seemeth  to  be? 

Answ.  The  false  apostles  and  ministers  came  ^^with  all 
deceivableness  of  unrighteousness,  and  with  all  power,  and 
signs,  and  lying  wonders."  2  Thess.  ii.  9,  10.  And  the 
power  of  miracles  in  the  true  apostles  might  well  cease ;  for 
the  end  of  miracles  was  but  to  testify  to  the  world,  to  be  a 
sign  to  the  unbelievers.  1  Cor.  xiv.  22.  But  now  their  work 
towards  tlie  world  was  well  nigh  finished,  and  judgment 
was  to  come  upon  them  for  neglecting  and  despising  the 
day  of  their  visitation.  So  that  the  power  of  deceit  was  let 
up  in  the  false  apostles,  and  the  power  of  truth  did  draw  in- 
wards in  the  true  apostles,  which  made  it  very  easy  for  de- 
<;eit  to  prevail.  Besides,  the  false  apostles  appeared  in  a 
higher  appearance  than  the  true  apostles  did,  with  more 
glorious  discoveries ;  so  that  they  could  hold  fortli  all  that 
the  apostles  did  (as  to  the  form  and  outward  docti*ine),  and 
more  too,  and  could  show  wonders  to  confirm  what  they 
held  forth  further.  And  now  how  could  they  choose  but 
prevail  over  all  that  kept  not  close  to  the  anointing,  which 
distinguisheth  and  discemeth  not  by  any  outward  manifes* 
tation  or  appearance,  but  by  the  savor  of  the  ointment? 
Tea,  so  great  was  the  power  of  deceit  in  them,  that  they 
drew  the  third  part  of  the  stars  of  heaven  from  their  place, 
into  this  earthly  building;  so  that  they  fell  from  the  true 
ministry,  and  the  true  church,  into  this  false  church  and 
ministry.  Rev.  xii.  4.  How  mtoy  then  of  the  inferior  and 
common  sort  were  then  drawn  aside ! 

Quest.  Hath  there  been,  no  visible  true  church-state  in 
the  world  since  that  time? 

Answ.  It  is  impossible  for  any  to  build  a  true  church  for 
God,  but  his  own  Spirit.  And  if  God  removed  the  church 
which  he  built,  into  the  wilderness,  it  is  impossible  for  all 
the  men  of  the  earth  to  build  up  another  true  one,  all  that 
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season  tfeat  Gk>d  appoints  his  charch  to  abide  in  the  wilder- 
ness. Several  sorts  of  men  maj  attempt  it,  and  each  may 
build  np  their  different  images  of  the  thing;  but  none  can 
recover  the  thing  itself,  till  the  Lord  by  his  Spirit  (who  first 
built,  and  then  pulled  down)  pity  the  dust  of  Zion,  and  raise 
up  the  tabernacle  of  David  again.  Psa.  cii,  13.  Isa.  ii.  2. 
Rev.  xxi.  2,  3. 

Quest.  Wliat  is  the  wilderness?  Tell  us;  that  the  sim- 
ple-hearted, who  long  after  the  truth,  maj^  know  where  to 
look  for,  and  how  to  find  the  true  church. 

Answ.  It  is  not  an  outward  place,  into  which  the  bodies 
of  persons  might  fiee;  but  a  parable  to  express  somewhat 
inward  by.  And  it  is  under  the  feet  of  «11  the  false  wor- 
shippers, who  arc  worshipping  in  their  several  buildings  in 
the  outward  court.  That  which  thej^  trample  upon,  keep 
down,  and  despise,  is  the  'holy  city.  Eev.  :n.  2.  And  the 
place  where  the  true  church  all  this  while  hath  been  (and 
yet  in  a  great  part  is)  is  there.  , 

Quest.  But  if  God's  church  hath  not  been  in  a  built  state, 
but  hath  lain  desolate  in  the  wilderness  ever  since  antichrist 
and  the  false  church  got  up,  what  hath  the  estate  of  his  peo- 
ple been  ever  since? 

Answ.  A  state  of  witnesses.  Rev.  xi.  3.  In  every  age  God 
hath  had  two  witnesses  (which  was  a  sufficient  number  to 
confirm  his  truth  by),  to  witness  to  the  power  of  his  truth, 
I  against  the  emptiness  and  corruptions  of  the  forms  which 
antichrist  had  brought  in,  instead  of  the  living  power; 
which  witnesses  were  clothed  with  sackcloth,  giving  forth 
their  testimony  with  tears;  while  they  of  the  antichristian 
party  were  rejoicing  in  the  glory,  riches,  and  beauty  of  their 
false  church,  as  they  could  slay,  suppress,  and  keep  down 
the  witnesses.  Rev.  xi.  10.  and  chap,  xviii.  7,  9. 

Quest.  What  did  the  dragon  do  after  this  victory,  after  he 
had  got  his  building  up  in  the  outward  court  (for  after  he 
liad  prevailed  to  corrupt  it,  the  Lord  gave  it  to  his  worship- 
pers, the  Gentiles,  Rev.  xi.  2.  those  that  made  a  profession 
of  his  truth,  but  were  not  true  Jews,  Rev.  iii.  9.  not  of  the 
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inward  circumcision,  Phil.  iii.  8.),  and  had  got  the  holy  city 
under  the  feet  of  his  worshippers? 

Answ.  He  pursued  his  victory  against  the  woman,  and 
the  remnant  of  her  seed.  As  for  the  woman,  he  cast  a  flood 
of  infamy,  of  reproach  after  her,  that  she  might  never  be 
able  to  lift  up  her  head  again  in  the  power  of  truth ;  but 
what  ahe  caused  to  spring  up  might  still  be  reviled  tor  false- 
hood and  heresy;  and  that  nothing  might  henceforth  go  for 
truth,  but  what  this  false  woman  should  determine  to  be  so: 
and  as  touching  the  remnant  of  her  seed  which  still  re- 
mained true  to  God,  keeping  his  commandments,  and  hav- 
ing the  testimony  of  Jesus,  he  applies  himself  now  to  wage 
the  war  against  them.  Rev.  xii.  15, 17- 

Quest.  How  doth  he  wage  the  war  against  them? 

Answ.  He  raiseth  up  a  beast  put  of  this  sea  of  confusion 
and  wickedness  (which  ensued  upon  this  great  battle  and 
victory  on  his  side),  to  whom  he  gave  "his  power,  his  seat^ 
and  great  authority."  Rev.  xiii.  2.  He  had  hitherto  kept 
his  seat  in  his  synagogue,  where  he  had  been  slaying  the 
faithful  martyrs  of  Jesus,  Rev.  ii.  18.  and  had  put  to  death 
auch  as  loved  not  their  lives  unto  death.  Rev.  xii.  11.  Now 
he  finds  it  more  for  his  advantage  to  raise  up  this  beast,  and 
to  give  his  power,  seat,  and  authority  to  him.  This  was  the 
Roman  power;  which,  till  it  was  thus  depraved  and  enslaved 
by  Satan,  was  not  a  beast,  but  more  noble  and  just  in  gov- 
ernment than  the  corrupted  Jews  were;  but  now  it  becomes 
a  beast:  and  this  beast  he  stirs  up  against  the  veiy  name 
and  form  of  godliness,  that  he  might  root  out  the  very  ap- 
pearance of  Israel  from  off  the  earth:  for  he  got  but  into 
the  form,  to  cat  out  the  power;  and  now,  seeing  the  power 
is  removed,  it  is  for  his  advantage  also  to  corrupt  and  de- 
stroy the  memorial  of  the  true  form. 

Quest.  Doth  he  effect  this,  and  prevail  likewise  against 
the  witnesses? 

Answ.  Yea;  as  he  effected  the  other.  He  overcomes  the 
witnesses  after  the  manner  that  he  had  overcome  the  church 
(to  wit,  by  captivating  the  outward  man,  and  killing  with 
th6  Bword;  but  they  overcome  him  by  patience  and  faith. 


ISAAC  PKNINGTON.  19 

in  their  testimony  and  sufferings.  Rev.  xiii.  10.) ;  and  this 
in  all  kindreds,  tongues,  and  nations;  and  so  all  the  public 
worship  of  the  earth  is  given  to  him.  ver.  7,  8. 

Quest  Why  would  God  suffer  him  to  do  thus,  seeing  he 
hath  all  power  in  his  hands,  and  could  have  restrained  him 
if  he  had  pleased  ? 

Answ.  This  was  greatly  needful  to  the  present  estate  of 
his  people;  for  by  this  God  raised  up  that  which  was  good 
and  pure  in  any,  and  kept  life  in  it;  which  otherwise  might 
have  perished  in  the  estate  of  that  corrupt  form,  which  then 
had  prevailed,  and  had  gotten  dominion  outwardly  over  the 
true  power. 

Quest  But  did  not  this  tend  to  destroy  Satan's  kingdom 
also?  For  this  stroke  going  against  the  very  name  of  Chris- 
tianity, and  profession  of  godliness,  might  light  upon  hie 
carnal  gospellers  likewise. 

Answ.  They  could  easily  save  themselves,  turning  about 
to  avoid  sufferings,  and  crying,  "Who  is  like  unto  the 
beast?  Who  is  able  to  make  war  with  him?"  Rev.  xiii.  4. 
Being  already  one  with  him  in  spirit  and  principle,  they 
would  not  easily  differ  from  him,  and  suffer  about  a  form ; 
especially  seeing  their  master's  interest  and  service  ran  now 
another  way. 

Quest  What  became  of  this  beast? 

Answ.  The  Lord  did  rend  and  tear  him  outwardly  by  his 
plagues,  famines,  pestilences,  wars,  &c.,  insomuch  as  one  of 
his  heads  was  wounded  as  it  were  to  death ;  and  inwardly, 
by  the  innocency  and  power  of  his  truth  appearing  in  his 
witnesses,  which  scorched  and  tormented  the  adversary;  so 
that  this  engine  of  the  dragon  grew  faint  and  weary,  and 
unfit  for  this  service,  as  he  stood  in  this  capacity. 

Quest.  What  doth  the  dragon  do  then,  to  carry  on  his  war 
against  the  witnesses? 

Answ.  After  this  tempestuous  sea  was  over,  he  raiseth  up 
another  beast  out  of  the  earth,  with  another  kind  of  power, 
even  with  "horns  like  a  lamb,"  Rev.  xiii.  11.  but  "he  spake 
as  a  dragon,"  exercising  all  the  power  of  the  first  beast,  ver. 
12.  so  that  he  is  the  main  in  power  henceforward;  yet  he 
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aetteth  up  the  firet  beast  alsO)  causing  '^the  earth,  and  them 
that  dwell  therein,  to  worship  the  first  beast,  whose  deadly 
wound  was  healed."  And  thus  these  two  join  together,  to 
set  up  an  image  to  be  worshipped ;  and  all  that  will  not  wor- 
ship this  image,  (but  the  living  God  alone,  in  his  pure  life 
and  Spirit)  this  latter  beast  hath  power  to  cause  to  be  killed, 
ver.  15.  and  such  must  not  so  much  as  buy  or  sell,  who  will 
not  receive  the  "mark  of  the  beast,  orhio  UEme,  or"  at  least 
"the  number  of  his  name;"  to  which  nrmber  the  highest 
growth  and  perfection  in  reli^on  and  worship,  after  the  wis- 
dom of  the  flesh,  (or  man's  wisdom)  is  to  be  reckoned,  ver. 
17, 18. 

Observe  now  diligently  the  place  of  the  true  church,  and 
her  estate,  and  the  estate  of  her  children,  all  the  forty-two 
months.  Her  place  of  habitation  is  a  ^vilderness ;  her  estate, 
an  estate  of  widowhood ;  a  city  unbuilt,  trodden  under  the 
feet  of  the  Gentiles;  her  seed,  witnesses,  reproached,  perse- 
cuted, and  slain,  by  the  false  woman  and  her  seed.  Observe 
likewise  the^place  and  estate  of  the  false  church  and  her 
children ;  she  rears  up  a  glorious  building  as  to  the  out- 
ward; she  is  a  city  built  and  richly  adorned;  she  hath  a 
golden  cup  of  doctrine  and  discipline,  of  ordinances  and  wor- 
ship, to  hold  forth  to  the  kings  and  inhabiters  of  the  earth; 
in  all  nations,  peoples,  kindreds,  and  tongues;  she  is  ar- 
rayed in  purple  and  scarlet  color,  and  decked  with  gold, 
and  precious  stones,  and  pearls.  Eev.  xvii.  4.  and  all  her 
daughters  (who  though  tliey  may  deny  her,  yet  partake  of 
her  spirit,  and  learn  to  rear  up  buildings  of  churches  like 
her)  they  also  flourish  in  their  degree  and  measure.  Kone 
is  poor  but  Zion ;  none  is  desolate  but  God's  Jerusalem,  but 
his  church,  which  fled  into  the  wilderness,  to  abide  there 
all  the  time  of  his  appointment;  and  her  witnesses  are 
clothed  with  sackcloth,  testifying  to  God's  deq>ised  and  re- 
proached truth,  with  mourning  and  grief  of  spirit;  and  not 
with  that  fleshly  joy,  wisdom,  and  confidence,  wherewith 
Babylon  and  her  merchants  vent  their  wares;  but  only  in 
the  evidence,  demonstration,  and  assurance  of  the  Spirit  in 
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their  heatrte^  which  all  the  wise  and  confident  bmlders  and 
inhabitants  of  Babylon  trample  upon  and  despise. 

Now  it  behoveth  all  to  consider  what  this  Babylon,  what 
this  woman  is,  spoken  of,  Rev.  xvii.  which  came  in  the 
place  of  Ihe  other  woman  spoken  o^  Rev.  xii.  what  this 
built  city  is,  which  tlie  wrath  of  the  Lord  will  make  deso- 
late; what  this  beast  or  &l8e  prophet  is,  which  appears  like 
a  lamb  (and  ahoweth  such  miracles  to  deceive  the  earth), 
and  yet  is  fierce  and  cruel  to  such  as  witness  for  God.  Rev. 
xiii.  13, 14, 15.  For  dreadful  are  the  plagues,  woes,  vials 
of  wrath,  thundere,  &c.,  which  God  hath  prepared  for  her; 
even  the  cup  of  the  Lord's  indignation  without  mixture; 
torment  with  fire  and  brimstone,  in  the  presence  of  the 
of  the  holy  angels,  and  in  the  presence  of  the  Lamb.  Rev. 
xiv,  10,  11.  and  chap,  xviii.  8.  And  who  would  not  fear 
thee,  0  thou  King  of  saints!  when  thou  comest  with  thy 
cup  of  fury  and  indignation,  to  empty  into  the  bowels  of 
this  woman,  which  hath  been  so  long  drunk  with  the  blood 
of  thy  saints  and  martyrs.  Rev«  xvii.  6.  Consider  these 
things,  O  yc  Papists !  Wait  on  the  Lord  in  his  fear  and 
dread ;  that  he  may  vouchsafe  to  make  known  to  you  what» 
and  where,  this  city  Babylon  is ;  and  that  such  of  you  bb 
belong  to  him  may  hear  his  voice  calling  you  out  of  her, 
tliat  ye  may  escape  this  bitter  cup.  Rev.  xviii.  4. 

The  great  judgment  is  already  begun.  (This  we  know^ 
who  have  tftsted  of  it)  It  hath  begun  at  God's  house, 
and  is  spreading  further;  yea,  even  over  the  nations  which 
have  disowned  you,  and  yet  have  learned  of  you  to  build  up 
a  church  and  worship  after  the  manner  of  your  whoredoms* 
These  the  Lord  will  judge  first;  he  will  plead  with  the 
daughters  who  have  disowned  their  mother,  and  yet  have 
gone  on  ia  her  spirit  of  whoredoms,  worshipping  the  workt 
of  their  own  hands,  and  administering  and  magnifying  the 
beauty  of  the  churches  which  themselves  have  formed. 
Kow  b  your  time  to  consider;  now  is  the  time  for  the  sim- 
ple-hearted among  you  to  flee  from  Babylon,  before  the 
wrath  of  the  Lord  besiege  her.  There  are  three  things  ia 
general  (besides  many  particulars)  which  the  Protestant  \ 
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tions  and  churches  have  learned  of  you,  which  will  cort 
them  dear,  ere  they  be  made  willing  to  part  with  them. 

First,  Their  taking  upon  them  authority  over  men's  con- 
sciences, commanding  them  what  they  should  believe ;  which 
the  apostles  never  did,  but  said  expressly,  they  had  not  do- 
minion over  the  faith  of  others,  but  were  helpers  of  their 
joy.  2  Cor.  i.  24.  They  could  not  command  any  to  believe 
their  doctrine;  but  spake  in  the  demonstration  of  the  Spirit, 
waiting  till  God  opened  the  heart,  2  Cor.  iv.  2.  and  would 
not  have  men  profess,  believe,  or  practise  from  their  words, 
but  by  a  feeling  of  the  power.  1  Cor.  ii.  5.  And  when  men 
(did  believe  some  things,  and  came  into  the  unity  and  fel- 
lowship of  the  feith,  they  did  not  require  them  to  believe  all 
that  the  church  taught  or  held  forth  as  true,  but  waited  till 
God  pleased  to  reveal  further.  Phil.  iii.  15.  Indeed  they 
could  ^command  obedience  to  the  faith:  wliat  truths  the 
Spirit  of  the  Lord  revealed  and  taught  any  man,  they  could 
charge  him  in  ^he  name  of  the  Lord  to  be  faithful  to.  Rom. 
I.  5,  But  they  knew  it  was  God  alone  who  could  ingraft 
the  truth  into  the  heart  and  conscience,  and  also  give  the 
increase  of  it;  and  so  from  him  alone  they  expected  it; 
waiting  in  patience  on  the  stubborn  and  pervense,  till  God 
should  please  to  work  upon  them,  2  Tim.  ii.  24,  25.  and 
likewise  on  those  that  were  convinced,  and  had  subjected 
themselves  to  the  faith,  for  his  increase  of  it.  1  Cor.  iii.  6,  7. 

2dly.  Their  abridging  men's  liberty  in  things  wherein 
God  hath  left  them  free,  and  pressing  them  to  a  uniformity 
in  things  which  they  themselves  confess  to  be  indifferent. 
Now  the  apostle  (who  had  the  care  of  all  the  churches,  2 
Cor.  xi.  28.),  though  he  knew  certainly  how  to  determine 
about  meats  and  days,  as  himself  confesseth,  Rom.  xiv.  14. 
yet  he  telleth  the  church  at  Rome  expressly,  that  Christ  was 
the  Lord  and  Master  of  every  disciple,  to  whom  he  must 
stand  or  fall  herein,  ver.  4.  and  that  every  man  ought  to  do 
fw  he  is  fully  pernuaded  in  his  own  mind.  vor.  5.  Nay  he 
Is  so  far  from  pressing  a  necessity  of  uniformity  in  such 
^ases,  that  he  presseth  a  necessity  of  bearing  on  each  hand, 
ver.  3.     So  that,  in  the  apostle's  judgment,  the  church  hath 


ISAAC  PBHIJf aXOK.  28 

not  power  to  lay  commands  on  the  conscienoe^  but  most  re^ 
cefve  the  weakest  in  the  faith,  ver.  1.  leaving  him  to  the 
liberty  of  his  couscience,  and  to  his  subjection  to  his  own 
Lord  and  Mastery  to  whom  every  believer  must  give  an  ac- 
count of  what  he  receives,  and  of  what  he  obeys  and  per- 
forms, ver.  10. — 12. 

3dly.  Their  setting  up  a  church-building,  government, 
and  discipline,  by  the  magistrate's  power.  This  the  apos- 
tles no  where  taught  nor  practised.  They  converted  men 
by  the  power  of  the  Spirit:  they  cut  down  errors,  heresies, 
seducers,  and  heretics,  by  the  same  word ;  and  they  found 
the  weapons  of  their  warfare  sufficient,  2  Cor.  x.  4.  they  had 
no  need  of  running  to  the  magistrate.  ^  But  that  church, 
those  doctrines,  that  government  and  discipline,  which  is 
set  up  by  the  magistrate's  sword  without  and  £;jainst  the 
Spirit,  that  hath  need  of  a  carnal  sword  to  defend  it  against 
the  Spirit,  and  to  cut  down  God's  witnesses  (whom  he  rais- 
eth  up  to  testify  against  it)  for  schismatics  and  heretics,  or 
its  nakedness  will  soon  be  made  manifest,  and  its  ruin 
approach. 

Now  when  the  Lord  hath  judged  all  the  daughters  of 
Babylon  for  these  things,  then  will  he  at  length  begin  to 
plead  with  their  mother,  Babylon  the  Great,  who  hath  gone 
a  whoring  from  the  Spirit,  and  built  up  a  gaudy  church 
without  the  Spirit,  which  she  hath  defended  by  violence  and 
blood,  drinking  the  blood  of  the  saints,  who  have  been  in- 
spired by  the  Spirit  to  testify  against  her.  Rev.  xi.  7,  8.  and 
hath  taught  all  her  daughters  to  do  the  same;  to  wit,  to 
drink  the  blood  of  the  witnesses  against  them,  even  as  she 
bath  drunk  the  blood  of  the  witnesses  that  have  testified 
against  her.  And  though,  because  she  hath  had  a  half-day 
more  given  her,  after  her  time  seemed  to  be  even  expiring, 
and  after  judgment  and  desolation  were  beginning  to  enter 
upon  her;  though,  because  of  this,  she  thinks  the  bitterness 
of  death  is  past,  and  she  shall  now  sit  as  a  queen,  a  lady,  a 
glorious  church  for  ever.  Rev.  xviii.  7.  yet  for  all  this  is  she 
come  again  into  God's  remembrance,  Rev.  xvi.  19.  and  she 
shall  see  widowhood,  and  be  cast  into  a  bed  of  torment 
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and  all  her  children  into  great  tribulation  with  her;  and 
ahe  shall  be  desolate,  and  naked,  and  drink  of  the  cup,  and 
not  repent  that  she  might  escape  it  Rev.Tcvi.  11.  ix.  20,  21. 
This  is  her  portion,  firom  the  hand  of  the  Lord.  Oh !  happy 
is  he  whose  eyes  the  Lord  shall  open,  to  flee  out  of  her  for 
life !  For  the  Lamb  is  arisen  to  make  war,  and  his  spouse  is 
making  herself  ready  for  his  pure  bed  of  life,  and  his  anger 
is  kindled  against  all  the  kings  and  powers  of  the  earth  that 
stand  in  his  way;  and  though  they  fight  ever  so  resolutely 
against  him  and  his  meek  ones,  they  sl>all  not  prevail,  but 
the  Lamb  will  overcome  all;  for  he  is  "King  of  kings,  and 
Lord  of  lords,"  and  they  that  are  with  him  in  this  battle  of 
his  Spirit,  are  "Called,  and  Chosen,  and  Faithful."  Rev. 
xvii.  4.  And  though  this  woman  (the  false  church,  in  her 
various  dresses)  is  so  strong,  every  where  getting  the  earthly 
powers  and  authorities  on  her  side,  that  now  it  may  be  said 
concerning  this  beast,  in  the  several  appearances  of  it,  as 
was  concerning  the  former;  "Who  is  able  to  make  war 
with  her?"  yet  there  is  an  invisible  power  stronger  than 
•he,  who  will  call  her  to  judgment.  Rev.  xviii.  8.  and  make 
her  give  an  account  of  all  the  saints'  blood  which  she  hath 
drunk  herself,  and  which  she  hath  taught  her  daughters  to 
drink.  And  "salvation,  glory,  honor,  and  power,"  shall  be 
ascribed  to  the  Lord,  for  his  righteous  and  powerftil  judg- 
ing  of  her.  Rev.  xix.  1,  2.  And  he  that  hath  any  glimmer- 
ing of  this  in  the  eternal  light  of  the  Lord's  pure,  ever-living 
Spirit,  let  him  even  now  say,  "Hallelujah"  to  him  who  is 
"arisen  out  of  his  holy  habitation,"  and  hath  already  begun 
this  work,  who  will  not  fail  to  perfect  it*    Amen* 
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Somewhat  Conckrkino  the  Qroukd  of 

Error,  and  the  Way  to  Truth  and  Unity;  for  the  Sake 

of  such  kf^  ark  more  spiritual. 


y 


There  w  no  way  to  become  an  heir  of  the  kingdom  of 
Qod,  but  by  being  begotten  aud  born  of  his  Spirit;  which 
blows  upon  tlie  spirit  of  man,  breathes  life  into  him,  and 
forms  him  in  the  eternal  image.  John  iii.  8.     Gal.  iv.  19. 

There  is  no  way  of  having  this  work  of  God  preserved, 
but  by  turning  to  the  Spirit  which  begets,  standing  and 
keeping  upright  in  that  which  is  begotten,  and  taking  heed 
of  the  fleshly  wisdom,  which  stands  near  to  corrupt  and 
destroy  the  work  of  God ;  tempting  and  leading  aside  from 
the  truth  itself,  into  some  image  and  resemblance  of  it. 
And  if  this  prevail,  there  is  suddenly  a  departing  from  the 
living  God,  and  a  running  a  whoring  after  the  inventions  of 
the  fleshly  wisdom,  which  appeara  in  the  likness  of  the  true 
wisdom,  that  it  might  the  better  deceive. 

Now  when  man  is  first  breathed  upon,  and  begotten  to- 
wards God,  there  is  but  a  little  life,  a  little  simplicity,  a  lit- 
tle light,  a  little  power,  a  little  of  the  wisdom  of  the  true 
babe;  but  a  great  body  of  death,  deceit,  darkness,  power, 
and  the  wisdom  of  the  flesh,  standing;  and  all  these  apply 
themselves  to  overturn  and  destroy  the  true  work  of  God, 
by  raising  up  a  false  image  of  it,  which  is  easily  done ;  but 
abiding  and  preservation  in  the  truth  is  difficult,  aud  alone 
maintained  by  that  power  which  at  first  begat.  ^ 

Now  the  power  preserves  through  keeping  out  of  the  sen- 
sual and  reasoning  part( where  the  corrupt  one  hath  his  lodg- 
ing), in  that  poor,  low,  little,  childish  sensibility  of  the  life, 
which  the  Father  hath  begotten.  Here  is  the  entrance  into 
the  truth;  here  is  the  growth,  here  is  the  preservation  and 
safety;  which  makes  it  so  hard  for  those  that  are  wise  and 
strong  in  the  reasoning  and  comprehending  part,  either  to 
VoL  II.—  3 
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enter  in,  or  to  abide  and  grow  in  the  nakedness,  simplicity, 
and  seeming  folly  of  the  truth  of  the  gospel.  Oh,  what  a 
deal  is  to  be  brought  down,  before  they  can  b©  truly  reached 
and  convinced  by  the  tboliah  and  weak  things  which  God 
chooseth  to  eftect  his  great  works  by !  1  Cor.  i.  27,  28.  What 
a  work  hath  Ood  with  them  to  batter  their  wisdom,  and 
bring  down  their  understanding ;  which  the  larger  it  is,  the 
more  it  stands  in  the  way  of  his  light.  2  Cor.  i.  19.  And  if 
they  be  convinced  at  any  time,  what  an  easy  and  natural  re* 
turn  unto  them  doth  their  own  wisdom  find,  by  some  sub- 
tle device  or  other,  to  draw  them  back  from  the  plainness 
and  singleness  of  the  truth,  into  a  holding  it  in  the  wis- 
dom and  subtlety  of  the  understanding  part,  where  the 
gimplicity  is  soon  lost.  2  Cor.  xi.  3. 

In  the  Spirit  which  begets,  and  in  the  truth  which  is  be- 
gotten by  it,  is  the  true  unity.  Feeling  that  in  one  another, 
18  that  which  unites  us  to  one  another.  Every  one  keeping 
to  that  in  his  own  particular,  is  kept  to  that  which  unites; 
and  that  is  kept  alive  in  him  which  is  to  be  united;  but  de- 
parting from  that,  there  is  a  departing  from  the  true  unity 
into  the  error  and  ground  of  division.  And  then  that  which 
hath  erred  and  departed  from  the  true  unity,  strives  to  set  up 
a  false  image  of  unity,  and  blames  that  which  abides  in  the 
truth,  because  it  cannot  thus  unite;  for  that  which  abides  in 
the  Spirit,  and  in  that  which  the  Spirit  hath  begotten  and 
formed,  cannot  unite  according  to  the  flesh;  as  that  which 
is  run  a  whoring  from  the  Spirit,  into  an  image  of  the 
fleshly  wisdom's  forming,  cannot  unite  according  to  the 
Spirit.  Consider  this,  O  ye  professors  of  this  age !  Ye  blame 
us  for  departing  from  you ;  for  withdrawing  from  unity  with 
you.  We  blame  you  for  departing  from  the  living  princi- 
ple, wherein  our  unity  with  you  formerly  stood,  and  where- 
in alone  we  can  again  unite  with  you;  and  not  in  such 
things  as  uphold  a  fleshly  and  false  image  of  the  true  unity. 

Oh,  that  ye  could  hear  the  Lord's  voice^  who  crieth  aloud 
to  the  professors  of  this  age  to  cease  from  man !  Cease 
from  man  in  thyself,  O  thou  who  hast  ever  had  any  taste  of 
the  pure  gnace  and  power  of  God!    Cease  from  thine  own 
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uudcrigrtallJing,  thine  own  affections,  thine  own  zeal,  thine 
own  gathered  knowledge  and  wisdom  from  the  Scriptnren, 
with  all  the  sparks  of  thine  own  kindling;  that  God  may  be 
all  in  thee,  and  his  et<?fnal  habitation  be  raised  up  in  thee^ 
and  perfected,  and  tbcm  swallowed  up  and  comprehended 
in  it  for  cfver.  Oh,  what  a  work  hath  God  to  drive  man's 
reason  and  wisdom  out  of  his  temple,  out  of  his  Scriptures, 
out  of  all  his  holy  things !  He  that  hath  an  car,  let  him 
hear,  for  the  sake  of  his  soul's  eternal  peace.  Alas !  alas  I 
how  many  strtmble  ats  and  blaspheme  that,  which  alone  can 
«ave  the  soul !  There  have  been  many  dispensations  of,  but 
there  is  but  one  living  truth;  but  one  substance;  but  one 
arm  of  Malvation.  And  he  that  stumbles  at  the  thing  itself, 
how  can  he  be  saved  by  it  ?  It  is  easy  misunderstanding  a 
former  dispensation,  reacting  it  in  the  letter;  and  ho  to  mins 
of  the  salvation  hoped  for  by  it. 

The  Jews  owned  the  Messiah  (according  to  the  Scrip- 
tures, as  they  thought),  but  rejected  him  in  the  way  he  came 
to  save  them  in.  Xow  if  Christians  have  gathered  such  a 
kind  of  knowledge  from  the  letter  of  the  Scriptures  as  they 
did,  how  can  they  avoid  the  same  error;  namely,  of  own- 
ing Christ  according  to  the  Scriptures,  as  they  think, 
hut  rejecting  him  as  he  comes  to  save  them;  rebelling 
against  his  living  ministry,  and  the  pure  power  and  demon- 
stration of  his  Sfririt,  because  it  appears  weak  and  low;  be- 
cause it  doth  not  appear  the  same  thing  to  them  which  they 
expect  to  be  saved  by,  according  to  their  apprehensions  of 
the  Scriptures?  Thus  reading  the  Scriptures  in  another 
spirit  and  wisdom  than  that  which  wrote  them,  they  must 
needs  conclude  '^and  gather  another  thing  from  them  than 
what  is  written  in  them ;  and  sd  make  that  a  means  to  them 
of  erring  from  the  life,  which  Was  written  to  testify  of,  and 
point  to,  the  living  principle  frcrm  whence  life  and  salvation 
springs,  and  where  alone  it  \»  to  be  had/ 


NEW  COVENANT  OF  THE  GOSPEL 

DISTINGUISHKD  FROM 

THE  OLD   COVENANT   OF   THE   LAW, 

AND   THB 
RJiST  OR  SABBATH  OP  BELISVERS^  FROM  THB  REST  OR  SABBATH  OF 

TUB  Jews;  which  differ  as  much  from  each  other, 

AS  THB  SI6K  AND  SHADOW  DOTH  FROM  THB  THINO 
SmNIFIBD  AND  SHADOWED  OUT. 

IN  ANSWER  TO 

«OMK  QUCRIX8  OF  "W,  SaLTER*B,  TXKDINO  TO   KKFORCB   UPOIC   CHRISTIANS 

THE  OBSCRTATION   07  TCU   JeWIBU  SABBATH,    WHICH   WAS 

GITRX   UMDKS   THJE   LAW  TO  THS  JeWB   FOR  A   8IG2C. 

AS   ALSO   TO 

Some  other  Queries  sent  ia  writing,  upon  occaHion 

of  an  Epistle  directed  to  all  such  as  observe  the  Seventh 

Day  of  the  week  for  a  Sabbath,  now  under  the  Gospel. 

As  likewise  some  Letters  to  the  same  purpose*. 

WITH  A  BRIEF  EXFLICATI02I  OF  THE  MYSTERY  OF  THE 

SIX  DAYS'  LABOR,  AND  SEVENTH  DATS  SA  BBATH. 

Whereto  arc  added 

^ma  Consider ATioKd  propounded  to  the  Jews,  tending 

towards  their  Conversion  to  that  which  is  tho 

Life  and  Spirit  of  the  Law. 

By  ISAAC  PENINGTON  the  Yotjmobr. 
3* 


We  which  hftTft  bolioTed  do  enter  into  Best.  Heb.  ir.  8. 

Let  no  mftn  therefore  Judge  you  in  meat  or  drink,  or  in  respect  of  an 
hoi  J  daj,  or  of  the  new  moon,  or  sabbaths;  which  are  a  shadow  of  things 
tooome:  but  the  body  :s  Christ.  Col.  ii.  16,  17. 
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PREFACE. 


The  apostle  Paul  saitfa,  that  God  had.  made  them  ^^able 
ministers  of  the  New  Testament,  not  of  the  letter,  but  of 
the  Spirit,"  2  Oor.  iii.  6.  After  the  dispensation  of  the  law, 
which  was  a  shadow  of  good  things  to  come ;  and  after  the 
dispensation  of  the  prophets,  who  foretold  of  better  days, 
and  of  a  better  state  to  come,  than  the  days  and  state  under 
the  law  were ;  it  first  pleased  God  to  send  the  fore-runner 
John  the  Baptist,  in  the  spirit  and  power  of  Elias,  to  pre- 
pare the  way  for  tlie  King  and  his  kingdom ;  and  then  to 
send  the  Xing  Iiimself,  in  the  fuhiess  of  his  spirit,  to  gather 
disciples  to  him,  and  to  furnish  tliem  with  a  competent 
measure  of  the  same  Spirit,  to  raise  up  a  spiritual  seed  to 
him,  in  whom  he  would  set  up  his  kingdom,  dwelling, 
walking,  and  reigning  there ;  causing  his. light  to  shine  from 
thence  round  about  the  earth,  as  from  his  holy  city,  founded 
upon  his  holy  hill  of  Zion. 

Now  those  disciples  or  ministers  whom  he  chose  to  raise 
up  this  holy  seed  unto  him,  he  made  fit  and  able  to  minis- 
ter his  new  covenant,  by  which  it  was  to  be  raised ;  yea,  he 
furnished  them  with  such  a  power  of  his  Spirit,  that  they 
were  able  through  him  to  minister,  not  in  the  letter,  as  the 
old  covenant  was  ministered  (which  left  the  people  still 
dead ;  nay,  because  of  the  transgressing  nature,  made  the 
offence  al>ound,  and  so  increased  death  upon  them),  but  in 
the  quickening  Spirit,  which  raiseth  from  death,  and  bring- 
eth  into  the  light  of  the  living,  to  walk  with  the  living  God 
towards  the  land  of  eternal  rest  and  peace.  So  that  that 
which  they  ministered  was  Spirit,  and  that  which  they  min- 
istered to  was  spiritual.  By  the  power  of  the  Spirit,  in 
preaching  the  living  Word  of  faith,  they  reached  through 
the  veil  to  that  which  lay  in  death;  they  stirred  up  a  living 
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principle,  and  ministered  life  to  it  througb  the  Spirit  Oal. 
lii.  5.  And  such  as  were  born  of  this  living  principle,  thej 
taught  to  live  in  the  Spirit,  to  walk  in  the  Spirit,  to  be 
made  perfect  by  the  Spirit,  and  not  to  Kun  back  to  the  min- 
istration of  the  letter  (as  was  proper  for  the  Je^s  in  their 
day),  after  the  manner  of  the  former  dispensation,  but  to 
keep  in  the  living  principle,  to  grow  up  in  the  seed,  into  the 
eternal  life  and  immortality  of  the  gospel. 

Marie  well  (0  yo  ch  istians,  who  desire  eternal  life),  the 
different  way  of  ministration  between  the  law  and  the  gos- 
pel! The  law  was  a  ministration  of  the  letter,  in  which 
they  were  to  wait  for  assistance  from  the  Spirit,  by  which 
they  might  be  kept  in  the  faith  of,  and  made  obedient  to, 
the  law.  Neh.  ix.  20.  The  gospel  is  a  ministration  of  the 
Spirit,  wherein  they  are  to  begin  with  the  Spirit,  and  to  go 
on  with  the  Spirit;  not  to  gather  outward  rules  out  of  the 
letter,  from  what  is  written  or  spoken,  but  to  keep  to  the 
living  principle^  and  feel  refreshment  to  that,  in  reading  or 
hearing  what  is  written  or  spoken  by  the  Spirit  And  thus 
the  Scriptures  being  read,  or  any  one  speaking  from  God  be- 
ing heard,  it  is  mingled  with  faith,  and  becomes  profitable, 
feeding  and  refreshing  the  young,  tender  plant,  the  living 
principle,  and  causing  it  to  grow  up  into  God:  whereas 
whatever  is  understood,  or  received,  or  held  out  of  this, 
feeds  but  the  earthly,  and  doth  but  thicken  the  veil  over  the 
living  seed;  to  which  the  kingdom  belongs,  and  to  which 
the  gospel  is  sent  to  be  preached,  to  raise  it,  that  it  mi^t 
live  and  thrive,  and  grow  up  into  its  stature,  that  so  it  might 
inherit 

"The  kingdom  of  heaven  is  at  hand,"  said  John  the  Bap- 
tist Mat  iii.  2.  "It  is  come  unto  you,"  said  Christ,  Mat 
xii.  18.  that  power  of  life  which  was  made  manifest  in  him, 
was  it;  "and  this  kingdom  is  also  within  you,*'  saith  Christ 
to  the  Pharisees.  Luke  xvii.  21.  The  Pharisees  demanded 
of  him  when  the  kingdom  of  God  should  come.  It  cometh 
not,  saith  he,  with  outward  show  or  observation ;  it  cometh 
not  that  way  you  look  for  it ;  to  wit,  by  the  manifestation 
of  an  outward  glorious  king,  to  reign  outwardly  in  the  com- 
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mon wealth  of  the  outward  Israel;  but  the  kingdom  is  with* 
in  you.  How  was  it  within  them  7  Christ  explains  to  them 
in  another  place ;  it  was  in  them  like  a  grain  of  mustard 
seed ;  it  was  the  least  of  all  the  seeds  in  their  hearts.  There 
were  many  great  seeds  of  darkness  there,  but  yet  there  was 
also  one  little  seed  of  light.  It  was  there  as  well  as  the  rest 
(though  less  than  them  all),  and  did  sometimes  cast  some 
glimmerings  of  light,  and  of  its  shining  in  the  darkness^ 
though  the  darkness  could  not  comprehend  it  Thif  seed 
was  also  likened  to  leaven,  which  being  received  by  faith 
into  the  lump,  would  leaven  the  whole  lump,  and  bring  it 
Into  the  savor  and  dominion  of  the  kingdom.  Now  the 
ministry  of  the  apostles  was  to  turn  men  from  Satan's  king- 
dom to  this  kingdom;  from  his  large  compas(»  of  dominion 
in  the  heart,  to  this  narrow  seed;  from  his  great  territories 
of  darkness,  to  this  Utile  principle  of  light;  from  his  great 
power  of  death,  to  this  little,  weak  thing  of  Ood ;  wherein 
the  eternal  power  and  godhead  is  made  manifest,  as  this 
comes  to  be  opened  and  increased  by  the  Spirit.  Here  light 
is  sown  for  the  righteous,  and  joy  for  the  upright  in  heart; 
where  it  is  to  grow  up,  and  from  whence  it  is  to  be  reaped 
after  its  growth  to  perfection. 

Oh,  how  long  have  Christians  (so  called)  wanted  the 
Spirit!  How  have  they  wearied  themselves,  in  running  to 
and  fi^  about  the  letter,  to  find  out  the  mind  of  God,  and 
are  still  unsatisfied  concerning  it,  and  even  drowned  in 
fleshly  imaginations  and  contentions  about  it!  They  seek 
to  have  that  satisfied  which  is  not  to  be  satisfied:  they  seek 
to  have  that  know  which  is  not  to  know:  they  offer  to  God 
the  service,  faith,  and  obedience  of  that  which  he  will  not 
accept;  and  keep  that  from  him  which  he  calls  for.  They 
seek  for  the  Spirit  in  the  letter,  according  to  the  manner  of 
the  law ;  bu{  wait  not  to  feel  it  in  the  seed,  quickening  the 
seed,  raising  up  the  seed,  and  dwelling  in  the  seed,  whither 
Christ  and  his  apostles  directed  to  wait  for  it  They  look 
for  that  knowledge,  that  faith,  that  Ufe,  that  Spirit,  from 
worda  written,  which  the  apostle  preadied  was  to  be  waited 
for  fixim  the  Word  in  the  heart    And  by  this  means  they 
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raise  up  several  buildins^,  and  get  Tarioua  kinds  of  knowT* 
edge,  each  nocording  to  hi»  understanding  and  apprehensionf^ 
of  the  letter,  cverj-  sort  being  very  confident  concerning 
their  own  apprehei>ftion«  that  they  are  the  right;  and  thus 
they  xrandi^r  from  the  city  of  the  Hring  God,  and  from  the 
living  knowledge  J  bnilding  up  images,  some  ontwardly, 
some  in  their  minds;  Homo  moiv  gross,  some  more  refined; 
but  all,  more  or  less,  who  are  not  acquainted  with  the  living 
knowledge  and  truths  of  God,  but  have  gathere«l  apprehen- 
sions with  the  wrong  tool  from  the  Jetton  have  set  up  some- 
what else  instead  of  the  tnie  life  and  j)ower  (the  knowledge 
of  the  true  God,  which  is  life  eternal),  the  knowledge  of  the 
true  Christ  (whom  no  man  can  indeed  call  Lord,  but  by  tho 
Spirit),  the  knowledge  of  the  everlasting  gospel  (which 
alone  is  rciwi  in  the  Spirit),  the  knowledge  of  the  Spirit 
(which  alone  is  read  in  the  seed).  These  ai^  strange  things 
to  the  several  goTiei-ations  of  the  Christians  of  this  age,  who 
commonly  know  no  more  of  them,  than  according  to  the 
apprehensions  tbey  have  taken  in  concerning  them;  even 
from  fl>at  wisdom  and  understanding  which  hath  not  a  ca* 
paeity  in  it  to  receive  them,  but  must  be  de»tiwed  before 
these  things  can  bo  understood  aright.  1  Cor.  i.  19.  Ob 
that  ye  could  i^ead  in  the  etenial  light  of  life !  O  Christians. 
Christiaiasl  Oh  that  ye  could  see  hotv  your  understandings 
and  knowledge  from  the  letter  stand  as  JnncK  in  your  way^ 
as  ever  tho  Jews'  did  in  theirs;  and  must  be  broken  down 
as  flat  as  e\er  theirs  w'ast,  lieforc  the  foundation  of  the  king- 
dom can  be  laid,  and  the  building  of  eternal  life  reared  tip 
in  your  hearts!  lie  not  offended  «nt  my  zeal  for  the  Lord 
my  God,  and  for  jcnir  sofils.  It  hath  cost  me  ver>'  dear, 
what  I  testify  to  you  in  the  simplicity  a«d  integrity  of  my 
heart;  and  tliis  I  know  to  be  most  certainly  true,  that  that 
spirit  of  man,  which,  without  the  leadings  of -the  eternal 
light,  hath  nestled  itself  in  the  lettw,  got  a  seat  of  wisdom 
and  knowledge  there,  raised  up  a  building  froiti  thence, 
either  of  inward  or  outward  Woi'slirp,  will  be  disrtettled  and 
driven  thence,  ereii  by  that  very  Spirit  w^hich  gave  forth 
tlio  letter.    And  wbon  this  is  done,  and  God's  Spirit  again 
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openetfa  the  letter,  oh,  liow  sweet,  how  profitable,  how  clear, 
how  refreshing  will  it  be,  being  read  in  the  light  of  the 
Spirit,  and  in  the  faith  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus,  which  is 
begotten  in  the  heart  by  the  word  of  faith,  which  is  nigh 
there.  From  that  iiglit,  from  that  spring  (as  the  Lord  pleas- 
eth  to  open,  enlarge,  and  fill  the  vessel),  all  the  words  of  the 
holy  men  of  God  came;  and  in  that  alone  they  have  their 
sweetness,  freshness,  virtue,  and  fulness;  but  how  to  read 
the  words  outwardly  written,  keeping  to  that,  and  under- 
standing them  in  that  (and  how  to  keep  out  the  natural 
man,  with  his  natural  understanding,  which  knoweth  not 
the  things  of  the  Spirit,  nor  can  know  or  receive  them,  1 
Cor.  ii.  14.),  is  a  mystery  to  them  who  have  not  been  turned 
inward  to  this  word,  nor  have  known  or  heard  his  voice. 
The  Lord  is  recovering  the  mystery  of  life;  and  as  that  ap- 
pears, the  mystery  of  death,  under  all  its  paint  (under  all  its 
painted  faith,  painted  love,  painted  knowledge,  painted  obe- 
dience, painted  duties,  ordinances,  and  worship),  Vill  be 
made  manifest.  Happy  is  he  whose  inward  building  will 
stand,  whose  gold  will  abide  the  fire  and  everlasting  burn- 
ings of  the  jealous  God,  whose  eye-salve  was  bought  of  the 
true  Spirit,  whose  raiment  is  right  spun;  but  exceeding 
bard  will  it  go  with  that  man  whom  the  Lord  (when  he 
cometfa  to  search  him)  shall  not  find  a  right  inward  Jew,  as 
he  took  himself  to  be,  nor  truly  circumcised  by  the  Lord's 
eternal  Spirit  with  the  light  thereof,  but  only  by  such  a  cir- 
eumciMng-knife  as  he  himself  had  formed  out  of  the  letter 
of  the  Scriptures.  This  is  the  great  misery  of  Christians ; 
the  veil  lies  over  their  hearts,  even  the  same  veil  which  cov- 
ered the  letter  of  Moses  from  the  Jews :  and  they  are  grop- 
ing after  the  mind  of  God  in  the  letter;  but  the  life  is  hid 
bom  thewL,  even  as  it  was  from  the  Jews:  and  because  they 
also  say  they  see,  and  that  they  have  the  life  and  the  Spirit, 
therefore  the  veil  remains,  and  the  caul  of  iniquity  surrounds 
them,  so  that  they  cannot  see  into  that  which  makes  free 
fiom  it,  but  remain  yet  in  o%>tivity  and  bondage  to  the 
taemy. 
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NEW  COVENANT  OF  THE  GOSPEL 

BISTIKaiTISHED  VROM  THB 

OLD  COVENANT  OF  THE  LAW. 


HOME  QUBBIKS  OP  W.  SaLTBE'S,  TENDING   TO  BNFORCB  UPON 

CHRISTIANS    THE   OBSERVATION  OP  THE 

JEWISH  SABBATH,  ANSWERED. 

Query  1.  Whether  the  fourth  commandment,  expressed 
Exod.  XX.  be  not  moral  and  perpetual,  as  well  as  the  other 
nine  be,  yea  or  no  ? 

Ans.  That  covenant  which  God  made  with  the  Jews  at 
Mount  Horeb,  when  they  came  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt, 
was  not  to  be  perpetual ;  but  to  make  way  for  that  covenant, 
priesthood,  lawgiver,  and  law,  which  were  to  be  perpetual. 
That  law,  so  given  forth,  made  nothing  perfect;  but  was  a 
continual  handwriting  of  ordinances  against  the  Jews  ;  and 
the  very  salvation  of  the  Jews  was  by  another  covenant,  and 
by  the  laws  thereof,  Deut.  xxx.  11.  by  which  covenant,  and 
by  which  law,  they  might  be  made  perfect,  and  come  to  the 
better  hope.  Which  other  covenant  is  the  covenant  of 
frace,  or  the  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life  in  Christ  Jesus,  or  the 
Word  which  is  nigh  in  the  mouth,  and  in  the  heart,  and 
speaks  life  to  them  that  can  hear  and  believe  the  joyful 
sound  of  it. 

Now  that  this  former  oovenant  was  not  to  abide,  but  to 
give  place  to  the  other,  see  Heb.  viii.  which  treateth  of  the 
new  covenant:  for  God's -speaking  of  a  new  covenant  im-> 
porteth  that  he  himself  hath  made  the  first  old.  ver.  IS.  It 
had  a  lon|;  oontinuance  among  that  people  of  the  Jews;  but 
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now  against  tlie  coming  of  Christ,  who  was  to  be  Mediator 
of  a  better  covenant,  ver.  6.  even  a  new  covenant,  ver.  8.  as 
it  liad  been  long  decaying,  and  waxing  old,  so  now  it  was 
ready  to  vanish  away,  as  ver.  IB. 

And  indeed  it  was  necessary  it  shonld  pass  away ;  tor  it 
was  not  fiiultless.  How,  not  faultless!  Was  there  any  sin 
in  the  holy  law  and  ministration  of  Go<l  by  Moses?  Can 
there  any  just  blame  be  found  in  any  thing  that  proceeded 
from  the  Lord?  Kay,  surely  the  miuistration  of  Moses  was 
holy,  and  without  blame ;'but  it  was  weak,  through  the  flesh, 
Kom.  viii.  3.  and  therefore  God  would  lay  that  aside,  so  far 
as  it  was  weak,  and  suited  to  the  weakness  of  a  fleshly  peo- 
ple, and  bring,  instead  thereof,  a  ministration  of  the  law  in 
the  Spirit,  which  should  be  lively  and  poweiiiil  and  eftect- 
ual  in  the  spirits  of  his  people. 

That  which  Grod  aimed  at  in  a  oovcnant,  was  to  keep  hini 
and  his  people  together.  Now  this  covenant  was  weak  on 
the  people's  part ;  they  continued  not  in  it,  and  so,  accord- 
ing to  that  covenant,  Ood  disregarded  them.  ver.  9.  Now 
God  finding  this  covenant  not  able  to  effect  his  purpose  of 
love  towards  his  people,  he  finds  fault  with  it^  bringing  forth 
another,  or  second,  which  this  gives  place  to.  ver.  7.  And 
this  other  covenant,  or  new  covenant,  is  not  according  to 
tliat.  How  not  accoixiing  to  that?  Why  thus:  it  was  not 
written  outwardly,  as  that  was.  "Not  accoinling  to  that 
which  I  made  with  tUeir  tathers,  when  I  took  them  by  the 
hand  to  lead  them  oiit  of  the  land  of  Egypt."  ver,  9,  "For 
I  will  put  my  laws  in  their  mind,  and  IW'ito  them  in  their 
hearts."  ver.  10.  And  here  they  shall  learn  the  knowledge 
of  God,  every  one  from  the  least  to  the  greatest,  ver.  11.  "  So 
that  all  the  children  of  this  covenant  shall  bo  taught  of  the 
Lord/'  and  learn  the  law  from  his  mouth;  not  as  it  was 
given  at  Mount  Sinai,  (which  ministration  was  to  the  chiU 
dren  of  the  old  covenant)  but  as  it  goes  forth  out  of  Ziou, 
and  from  the  "Jerusalem  which  is  above,"  which  is  the 
mother  of  all  the  children  of  the  covenant,  and  nourisheth 
them,  Bot  with  the  law  of  Moses,  but  with  the  milk  of  hor 
own  brea«ts. 
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Now  if  any  thiak  to  restrain  this  to  tbe  types  and  shadows 
of  the  law,  they  therein  err:  for  the  main  covenant  was  the 
law  of  commandments,  which  they  still  broke,  worshipping 
other  gods,  making  images  and  likenesses,  taking  his  name 
in  vaiti,  pro&ning  his  sabbaths,  and  so  of  the  rest.  It  is 
tme^  the  first  covenant  had  a  worldly  sanctuary,  a  taber- 
nacle wherein  was  the  candtestiek,  &c.,  but  the  chief  matter 
of  the  covenant  waa  the  ton  words;  therefore  the  tables 
wherein  it  was  written  ware  caUed  the  tables  of  the  cove* 
nantj  or  the  tables  whereift  tbe  covenant  was  contained. 
Ileb.  ix.  4.  Yea,  the  ten  wofds  are  expressly  called  the 
covenant  ite^*  Beut.  iv.  18.  Observe  therefore^  diligently 
these  few  things  following  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord: 

First,  The  ten  commandments  given  by  Moses  from 
Mount  Horeb  were  the  covenant  which  God  made  with  the 
Jews  i^'lien  he  took  them  by  the  band  to  lead  them  out  of 
the  land  of  Egypt 

Secondly,  Tliat  covenant  God  found  fault  with,  because 
it  was  not  able  (titrough  the  weakness  of  the  flesh  on  their 
parts)  A)  keep  theiti  to  God- 
Thirdly,  Against  Christ's  ooming  God  provideth  a  new  / 
f^ovenat^,  a  better  covenant  for  him  to  be  Mediator  of;  which 
covenant  was  not  outward,  like  tbe  former,  but  inward,  put 
in  the  mind,  writ  in  the  heart.  As  the  people  was  inward, 
the  sanctuary  inward,  the  ark  inward,  the  tables  of  the  cov- 
euant  inward,  so  the  covenant  itself,  and  the  writing  of  it, 
were  inward  also.  And  this  covenant,  as  it  is  only  written 
in  the  Spirit,  and  in  tiiat  which  is  spiritual,  so  it  cannot  be 
read  in  the  letter. 

Fouriiily,  That  wherever  this  new  covenant  cometh,  the 
other  waxeth  old,  whether  to  a  person  or  people.  Wherever 
the  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life  is  made  auknifest,  the  law 
of  the  letter  is  swallowed  up  in  it|  and  is  known  no 
more  but  as  it  is  comprehended,  and  is  brought  forth  in  it 
And  he  that  is  in  the  Spirit,  and  bath  received  the  law  of 
life  from  the  Spirit,  knowetb  not  Christ  after  the  fleah;  how 
much  l^s  Moses.  Bat  taking  the  whole  minUteaiaon  of 
Moses  in  the  s^ri^  not  only  Wi  ten  commaniittieiits,  but 
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■11  tte  saerifices  and  otheir  typMftlio,  |iMe4li€j  are  owned 
and  received,  even  in  Ohriet  tile  ioklrtancie:  but  the  ten 
Gommandmente,  so  &r  as  they  Were  0^  shadow,  pass  away 
before  the  Sun  of  righteonsness,  as  Wi^I  fut  the  odier  t^'pes 
and  shadows  of  the  law.  ,    * 

Objection.  But  was  there  any  tHnf(  of  the  ten  words  a 
shadow  ?    Do  they  not  all  command  abiding  thing9  ? 

Ana.  Moses'  whole  ministration  (a^it  #tood  in  the  letter 
withoat)  was  bnt  a  shadow  of  the  falness  and  perfection  of 
that  ministry  of  the  Spirit  wfaksb  was  to  come,  and  to  b0  aet 
np  by  the  8on  in  his  honsc.  Heh.  iii«  ;>,  H.  Mos/os'  people, 
bat  a  shadow  of  the  spirittial  people)  Moaea'  priests  and 
sacrifices,  but  a  shadow  of  the  spiritual  priests  and  sacriti* 
ces;  Moses'  law  in  the  letter  ministered  from  Mount  Sinai, 
but  a  shadow  of  Christ's  law  in  the  Bpirit  to  be  ministered 
from  Monnt  Zion.  2  Cor.  iii.  10,  11.  The  law  itself  which 
was  given  by  him,  but  a  shadow  of  the  grace  and  truth 
which  came  by  Jesus  Christ.  John  i.  17.  Of  whose  fulness 
every  believer  receives  a  portion  of  the  same  grace,  "even 
grace  for  grace;"  ver.  16.  which  grace  is  to  be  his  teacher, 
both  of  what  he  should  deny  and  turn  trom,  and  how  he 
should  live  and  carry  himself  both  towanls  God  and  man. 
Tit.  ii.  11, 12.  Look  particularly  on  the  commandment^,  and 
see  if  there  will  not  appear  something  of  a  shadow  in  them. 

Thefii'st  commandment  to  that  people,  "That  they  should 
have  none  other  gods  (like  the  heathen)  but  him  only  whose 
powerful  arm  had  brought  them  out  of  Egj'pt."  This  is  a 
shadow  of  the  subjection  of  the  spiritual  Israel  singly  in 
Spirit  to  the  Lord  of  spirits,  who  by  his  mighty  arm  re- 
deemed them  out  of  spiritual  Egypt.  Now  must  they  bow 
to  other  lords  no  more,  Isai.  xXVi.  18.  as  they  did  bow  in 
the  land  of  Egypt  (Oh,  who  can  read  this  I),  but  bow  alone  at 
the  name  of  Jesus,  and  be  subject  to  the  arm  of  his  power 
in  their  spirits  alone  for  ever. 

'  The  second  commandment,  "That  they  should  not  make 
any  images  or  likenesses  of  things  in  heaven  or  earth,  or 
bow  down  to  them,  is  a  shadow  of  what  God  requires  of 
spmtual  Israel  in  the  inward,where  all  likenesses,  inventions, 
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imitetiona,  resembbnoed  of  what  <]iey  Imve  dceii  in  the 
Spirit  above,  or  beuentli  in  the  earthfy  imtnre,  they  innst 
npt  make  theniselvesi  nor  bow  to  such  as  any  others  make. 

And  they  mt^st  not  *'  take  the  name  (of  the  Lorcl  their  Re- 
deemer) in  vain/*  jHi^teiiditig  to  the  living  power  when  it 
nianifests  not  itself  in  t^m ;  pretending  to  meet  inthe  liv- 
ing navfxey  and  to  worship  in  the  Spirit^  when  they  are  gone 
a  whoring  from  it^  and  become  strang^ra  to  it.  What  should 
t  mention  any  more?  It  ia  ea«y  to  observe  how  the 
other  commandments  were  6httdoW9  of  the  inward  innocenoy 
and  pnrity  which  the  believer  receives  inwardly  into  his 
lieart  from  the  powerful  operation  of  the  law  of  the  Spirit  of 
life  in  him. 

Object  Bui  may  any  of  these  laws  be  broken?  If  they 
may  not  be  broken,  then  they  are  perpetual. 

Ang.  The  i*eason  why  they  may  not  be  broken  is  not  bo» 
cause  that  the  dispensation  of  them  is  still  in  force,  but  be- 
cause the  dispensation  of  the  law  of  the  Spirit  comprehends 
all  the  righteousness  of  Moses'  law:  and  the  end  of  Christ's 
dissolving  that  covenant  was  not  that  any  might  have  lib- 
erty to  do  any  thing  which  is  there  manifested  to  be  un- 
righteous ;  but  that  the  righteousness  of  it  might  be  fulfilled 
in  them  who  receive  his  law  in  the  Spirit,  which  ne\-er  could 
bo  fulfilled  by  i*eceiving  of  Moses'  law  in  the  letter.  liom. 
viii/4.  And  mark  this  diligently,  ye  that  have  been  exer- 
cised in  the  Spirit  towards  God :  the  law  of  sin  is  nearer 
to  us  than  any  law  of  the  letter  can  come;  tlie  covenant  of 
death  and  hell  (with  the  laws,  thereof)  is  written  within  by 
the  finger  of  Satan ;  and  that  which  blots  them  out  must  be 
as  near,  even  an  inward  covenant,  an  inwaitl  writing  fmm 
the  eternal  Word  in  the  heart,  by  the  law  of  his  eternal 
Spirit  of  life. 

This  then  is  my  answer:  Moses'  law  in  substance  remains, 
as  it  is  taken  in  by  Clirist,  and  administered  by  him  in 
Spirit;  but  not  as  it  was  given  in  tlie  letter  to  the  Jews: 
for  so  it  was  a  shadow,  making  nothing  perfect:  but  mak- 
ing way  for  the  better  hope,  tor  the  covenant  established 
upon  better  promises,  tor  the  inward  law  of  the  Spirit  of 


ISAAC  PBVIKOTOK.  4l 

fif^ia  (%mt  JMtts:  wkidi  eCeels  that  in  the  spirits  of  his 
peq^  which  Metes'  Imw  cottld  by  no  means  dew 

Qweeet  Bat  what  b-the  stibstance  of  the  law  which  abides  ? 

Ans.  The  6«rtMt«neeof  the  law  is  love :  to  love  God  above 
all  (above  all  without,  above  all  within),  and  to  love  one's 
neighbor  as  one's  selC  To  receive  this  love  from  God,  and 
to  bring  it  forth  in  his  Spirit,  this  is  the  snbstance  of  the  law ; 
this  is  the  thing  which  the  law  drove  at  in  a  shadow.  The 
law  is  fulfilled  in  this  one  word  lopt;  hut  that  love  must  be 
received  firom  God  which  fulfils  the  law.  A  man  may  strive 
to  love  abttndantly,  and  strive  to  obey  in  love,  and  yet  fall 
abort  of  the  covenant;  but  the  Lord  must  circumcise  the 
Leart  before  that  love  can  spring  up  %vhich  fulfils  the-  ]aw. 
Dent  XXX.  6. 

Objection.  But  doth  not  the  Apostle  Paul  say,  that  by  the 
taw  is  the  knowledge  of  sin;  and  that  he  had  not  known 
Inst,  except  the  law^  had  said,  ^^Thou  shalt  not  covet;'' 
plainly  referring  to  the  tenth  commandment,  which  saith, 
"Thou  shalt  not  covet" 

Ans.  By  the  law  outwardly  was  the  knowledge  of  sin 
outwardly  to  the  people  of  the  Jews ;  by  the  Ihw  inwardly 
is  die  knowledge  of  sin  inwardly  to  the  spirits  of  disciples. 
Now  a  little  consider  and  wait  on  the  Lord,  to  know  what 
administration  of  the  law  it  was  that  Paul  knew  sin  by; 
whether  it  was  by  Moses'  administration  of  the  law  in  the 
letter,  or  by  Christ's  ministration  of  his  law  to  him  in  the 
Spirit.  It  is  rendered  in  our  last  translation,  ^^  Thou  slialt 
not  covet;"  but  it  might  more  properly  be  rendered,  "Thou 
shalt  not  lust:"  for  if  'e;r^9o/i/a  be  properly  rendered  Ittstj 
then  'oiix  'tjr^A^/i^Vttc  nuty  as  properly  be  rendered,  "Thou 
•halt  not  lust."  And  he  that  hath  received  the  administra- 
tion of  the  law  in  the  Spirit,  knoweth  it  thus  to  issue  forth 
Iram  the  Word  of  life  into  his  spirit.  It  discovers  the  lusts 
and  affections  of  the  flesh,  which  draw  from  the  yoke  and 
m^ee&on  to  the  Spirit;  and  then,  by  a  command  from  the 
living  Spirit,  it  hedgeth  up  the  way  after  the  other  lovers, 
saying,  "Thou  shalt  not  lust."  And  as  the  law  of  the 
flesh  aaselh,  kindling  desines  after  vanity,  and  after  fleshly 

4* 
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t^ase  and  delight ;  so  tlie  law  of  t}ie  Spirit  ames^  in  tiie  inner 
man,  forbidding,  pricking,  atoppiDg,  and  limiting  tiwt  which 
would  be  at  liberty  ont  of  the  life  and  purit}-  of  the  hoi  j  law. 
A^nd  here  begin  the  bitter  iighte  and  terrible  battles  and 
(conflicts  between  the  two  seeds,  wherein  all  the  powera  of 
licaven,  earth,  and  hell  are  engaged. 

Now  because  this  inter[>retatiou  of  JPauFs  words  may 
!4eem  strange  and  uncouth  to  persons  who  have  drank  in 
another  apprehension,  and  have  taken  it  for  granted  that 
Vixul  thei-e  refers  to  the  tenth  commandment,  consider  the 
place  ret  further,  and  perliaps  the  Lord  may  please  to  open 
it  to  you  from  the  very  letter,  even  as  he  hath  opened  it  to 
«>thei*B  immediately  by  his  SfHrit^  by  causing  them  to  ftel 
the  tliinir  which  Paul  felt,  and  to  receive  the  law  as  he  re- 
♦*civeil  it. 

Jl^iul  (in  that  Huventli  of  the  Romans)  speaks  of  throe 
Htiites  which  lie  had  known. 

First,  A  atutoof  life  before  the  law:  "I  was  alive  withont 
the  law  once."  ver.  9. 

Secondly,  A  state  of  death  after  the  commandment  came : 
tlien  sin  revived,  and  he  died.  When  the  word  of  lifecamo 
with  its  livj.n*^  oonunandnient  to  set  upon  sin  indeed,  then 
i>\xi  would  dally  no  longer;  it  would  no  longer  lie  as  dead, 
and  lot  Paul  live  m  his  zeal  and  worship  as  he  had  done 
before;  but  it  slew  him,  it  showed  its  power  in  him,  some- 
times deceiving  him,  and  sometimes  forcing  him  from  that 
which  was  holy,  spiritual,  just,  and  good,  and  to  that  which 
was  unholy;  insomuch  as  he  did  do  what  he  hated,  and 
could  not  do  what  he  loved;  and  found  himself  a  wretched 
man,  and  in  misenible  captivity,  because  of  the  body  of 
<lcath,  and  the  law  of  sin  in  his  members,  vor.  28,  24. 

Thirdly,  A  state  of  life,  after  the  commandment  had 
done  its  work  in  thoroughly  slaying  of  him;  when  that  was 
removed  which  the  law  came  against,  then  he  was  married 
to  another  husband,  then  ho  could  bring  forth  fruit  unto 
God ;  Kom.  vii.  4.  then  he  oould  w*alk  fireely  with  God,  not 
after  the  flesh,  but  after  the  Spirit.,  chap.  viii.  4.  and  rejoiee 
in  the  life  and  the  peace,  instead  of  roaring  out  because 
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of  the  deatli,  which  came  fh>m  the  carnal  tntiid.  ver.  5s 
Now  when  was  the  time  when  Pan!  "wa«  alive  wlthont 
the  law  "  ?  Was  it  not  when  he  was  righteous,  when  he  was 
whole?  Then  lie  had  no  need  of  the  phjaidan,  then  he 
had  not  received  the  woand,  even  the  terrible  woand  which 
Christ  then  gives  the  soul  when  he  cnlleth  to  it  by  his  Spirit, 
and  giveth  forth  the  commandment^  ^*Thou  shalt  not  lust/* 
When  he  had  ^*  confidence  in  the  flesh,"  being  circumcised 
the  eighth  day,  of  ^e  stock  of  Israel,  of  the  tribe  of  Benja* 
niin,  an  Hebrew  of  the  Hebrews;  as  touching  the  law,  a 
Pharisee;  concerning  zeal,  persecuting  the  church;  toudi- 
ing  the  righteousness  which  is  in  the  law,  blameless.  Phil, 
iii.  4,  5,  t>.  Here  was  a  living  man ;  and  his  exact  receiving 
the  ministration  of  the  law  in  the  letter  was  part  of  his  life; 
yea,  but  he  had  not  received  the  commandment  yet  that 
slew  him.  Paul  was  alive  yet^  and  could  flourish  in  the 
freshness  of  his  life,  zeal,  and  abundant  knowledge  under 
this  administration  of  the* law:  but  when  God,  who  caused 
the  light  to  shine  out  of  darkness,  shined  in  his  heart; 
when  God  began  the  work  of  the  new  creation  in  him  by 
his  living  light;  when  the  commandment  came  fresh  from 
the  Spirit  (the  commandment  which  was  ordained  to  life, 
Rom.  vii.  10.  which  the  ministration  of  the  law  in  the  letter 
was  not,  no  not  to  the  Jews,  but  another.  Deut.  xxx.  14, 15.), 
then  Paul  began  to  feel  the  sting  of  death,  and  the  power 
r>f  sin,  which  now  rose  up  in  its  strength  to  retain  one  of  its^ 
subjects,  and  to  keep  the  stronger  man  than  he  from  dis- 
possessing him,  if  he  could.  And  now  how  was  poor  Paul 
rent  and  toni,  and  harrassed  by  the  enemy,  and  made  to  see 
and  feel  his  miserable  captivity,  until  he  had  passed  througli 
the  death,  and  was  redeemed  from  under  sin,  and  conse- 
quently from  under  this  bitter  ministration  of  the  Spirit,  by 
his  holy,  pure,  and  severe  law  against  sin !  For  the  man 
being  dead,  the  law  hath  no  force  against  the  seed,  nor 
against  that  which  is  one  with  and  lives  in  the  seed:  and 
this  it  is  he  speaks  to  the  Romans  conceming,  who  also 
were  acquainted  with  the  ministration  of  the  law,  as  ver.  1. 
of  the  7th  chap.    Xow  is  it  not  very  manifest  that  Paul 
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kiiew  not  ftiB  BpirilaiUly  by  tke  mi&i8tratio&  of  the  law  in 
the  ktler,  b«t  wae  alive  wiUumt  it,  until  he  felt  the  ministry 
of  it  fiom  Chriflt  in  the  Spirit?  And  that  eoon  struck  at  his 
lile,  attd  by  degrees  slew  it,  kiUing  the  body  of  sin  in  him, 
with  ittB  uembers,  and  so  preparing  him  for  tiie  marriage 
to  another  husband. 

Olgeet.  But  by  this  then  a  man  is  not  only  freed  from 
the  law  of  the  letter,  but  also  from  the.  law  of  the  Spirits 
for  if  this  law  be  miuistered  to  him  till  d«)tfth  pass  upon  him, 
and  till  he  be  mar^li^d  to  Ohrist,  then  after  death  is  passed 
upon  him,  and  he  b  biptiaec^  into  death,  and  risen  with 
Christ,  and  married  to  him,  thd  law  passeth  away  likewise* 

Ans.  There  is  a  double  mininration  of  the  law  of  the 
Spirit;  a  sharp  ministration  againit  sin,  and  a  sweet  minis- 
tration in  the  renewed  Spirit  The  ministration  against  sin 
passeth  away,  as  the  sin  is  wroaght  out;  but  then  the  sweet, 
spiritual  current  and  law  of  its  holy  and  pure  life  in  the  re- 
newed Spirit  is  more  vigorous  and  full.  Ho  that  the  law  of 
the  Spirit  remaineth  tw  ever;  but  its  convictions,  its  re- 
proofs, its  chastisements  towards  the  worldly  part,  diminish 
and  pass  away  as  the  worldly  part  is  wasted;  and  its  sweet, 
comforting  presence,  pure  peace,  fresh  joy  and  life,  increase 
as  the  new  man  grows  and;  flourishes. 

Queiy  2.  Whether  the  seo^  and  di-ift  of  that  fourth  pre- 
cept be  not  to  persuade  us  to  lay  by  the  works  of  our  call- 
ing one  day  in  seven,  that  we  may  on  that  day  wholly  give 
up  ourselves  to  wait  on  the  Lord,  in  the  performance  of 
duties  of  piety  and  mercy,  for  our  attaining  of,  and  growing 
in,  sanctification  and  holiness? 

Ans.  The  scope  and  drift  of  the  foui*th  commandment 
was  to  enjoin  the  Jews  to  keep  the  sabbatli  strictly  as  a 
sign,  by  forbearing  all  works,  and  sanctifying  it  as  a  day  of 
rest  to  the  Lord  accCKPding  to  the  law.  Ezek.  xx.  12.  But 
the  substance  being  come  (Christ,  who  is  the  body,  Col.  ii. 
n.)y  the  day  and  rest  of  the  ^rit  being  known,  the  sign  is 
at  an  end,  md  the  thing  signified  taketh  place.  So  that  the 
rest  is  now  in  Chritt>  thMagh  the  fi^itii,  by  his  Spirit,  where 
the  worship  is.    And  this  in  the  goapel  comprehends  the 
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tbne  of  worehip,  the  plinee  of  worships  tod  the  werehip  itr 
lelC  (which  are  BpiritUial),  where,  in  sub^mice,  all  is  known, 
tuuoyed,  and  solemnizecl,  which  wae  figured  oat  in  ehudowK 
under  the  law.  The  sanctifioation  being  come,  the  rest  be- 
ing come,  tlie  Lord  of  the  sabbath  being  eome,  shall  not 
the  fitgn  t>f  the  sauctification,  the  sign  of  the  rest  (which 
rest  the  Lord  of  the  sabbath  was  to  give,  and  lead  the  spiritft 
t)f  his  i>eoi>le  into),  pass  away?  £xod.  xxxi.  1S» 

Query  8.  Whether  the  foui*th  precept  do  not  as  strictly  . 
bind  n»  to  keep  holy  the  seventh  daj'  of  oi'  from  the  creation, 
.  m  it  bindeth  us  to  the  observation  of  a  seventh  day? 

Ans*  Tho  fourth  commandment  did  not  require  the  ob*^ 
sensation  of  a  .seventh  day  in  general ;  but  of  a  seventh 
day  in  particular,  of  those  of  whom  it  required  it:  for  what 
the  law  requii^,  it  required  of  thone  who  were  under  the 
law,  and  not  of  others.  Rom.  iii.  19. 

Query  4*  If  tlie  seventh  day's  sabbath  be  not  moral  and 
l^erpetual,  then  how  comes  it  to  pass  that  it  was  instituted 
t)r  appointed  from  the  first  creation,  when  men  by  guilt 
stood  in  no  need  of  a  Saviour,  nor  yet  of  such  a  ceremony; 
Gen.  ii.  3. 

Ans.  That  it  was  instituted  or  appointed  from  the  first 
creation,  or  that  God  intended  to  require  of  man  the  obser- 
vation of  it  had  he  abode  in  innooency,  is  not  manifest  iri 
the  Scriptures;  but  that  God  did  then  bless  and  sanctify  it. 
(in  relation  to  the  service  he  had  for  it),  that  is  expi^essed  in 
scripture.  Gen.  ii.  2,  3*  And  that  this  was  one  end  tor 
which  he  did  sanctify  it,  namely,  that  it  might  be  for  a  sign 
unto  that  people  of  the  Jews  (which  were  the  people  he 
chose  to  set  up  his  signs  and  figures  of  the  invisible  things 
among),  the  scripture  also  testifies.  Exod.  xx.  11.  but  what 
further  meaning  there  is  in  it,  and  what  relation  it  hath  to 
all  the  redeemed  of  tlie  L(»d,  in  whom  God  brings  about 
the  new  creation,  with  the  rest  thereof  (as  he  did  the  old)> 
it  is  better  to  wait  to  know  and  feel  in  the  Spirit,  than  to  be 
prying  into  with  tlie  curious,  searching,  fleshly  understand* 
ing. 
Query  o*  If  the  seventh  day*s  tabbath  be  not  moiml,  and 
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belonging  InMih  to  JeWB  and  Ctentifes,  then  how  (?oinetf  it  to 
pa«8  that  it  was  i^ven  to  all  men  in  Adatn,  when  there  rrnff 
no  diflhrenoe  between  Jews  and  Gentiles  and  was  olv 
served'  by  command  from  the  bej^Smihig,  aa  nppeeM  by 
comparing  togetlier  Oen.  ii.  d«  and  Exodt.  xii.  18,  to  81. 

Ans.  That  it  wns  giren  to  Adam  in  inHocettcy^  Of  to  all 
men  hi  Adsni,  I  do  not  find,  nor  do  these  phcei^  ((PoteA 
make  it  manifest;  but  its  being  practised  before  the  gfrin^ 
of  the  law  doth  not  prorc  its  perpetnity,  or  that  it  Wtw  not 
g^ven  for  a  sign:  for  circnmcision  was  institffted  attA  (Ap 
served  long  before  the  giving 'of  the  law.  Gen.  xril.  and 
sacriflcing  long  before  that,  Gen.  iv.  both  which  were  i^gnf^ 
of  the  inward,  add  not  perpetual  as  to  the  ontward  obsel^*JJ' 
tion  of  them. 

Query  6.  If  when  our  Lord  Jesutf  .^aith,  (Mat.  r.  18.)  that 
"till  heaven  and  earth  pass,  one  jot  or  tSttlc  should  in  no 
wise  pass  ftom  the  law;"  if  he  there  meant  not  the  law  of 
the  ten  commandments,  expressed  in  Exodnsxx.,  then  what 
law  did  he  mean? 

Ans.  By  the  law  is  meant  the  whole  ministration  of  Mo-» 
ses ;  as  by  the  prophets  (ver.  17.),  the  whole  ministration  of 
th€^  |)i'ophets:  and  that  it  is  not  to  }yc  restrained  to  the  ten 
commartdments,  is  manifest  bv  the  instances  which  Christ 
gives,  more  of  which  relate  to  other  parts  of  the  law  than  ta 
the  commandmetits:  tor  there  are  hnt  two  instances  ont  of 
the  ten  commandfftentsj  but  there  are  tour  instances  out  of 
other  parts  of  the  la^t*,  as  Itiay  be  seen,  ver.  31.  83.  88.  and 
43.  of  that  chapter.  fSo  iliat  Christ  doth  not  only  take  in 
the  ten  commandments,  but  he  takes  in  the  rest  of  Moses' 
ministry  in  the  Spirit,  not  one  jot  ortittlc  whereof  is  to  pass 
till  it  be  all  fulfilled ;  but  WHS  to  stand  in  the  letter  to  the 
Jews  till  fiill  season,  and  then  in  the  Spirit  till  all  be  fin- 
ished  there  afoo. 

**The  law  and  the  prophets  were  tintil  John ;''  from  that 
time  the  kingdom  of  God  began  to  be  preached,  Luke  xvi. 
16.  and  both  the  taw,  prophets,  and  John  himself  were  to 
decrease,  and  Christ  and  his  kingdom  to  increase.  Christ, 
in  this  fifth  of  Matthew,  had  been  preaeliing  the  kingdom, 


ikolAnQg  to  whom  it  appertained,  and  the  Uessednesa  of 
such.  Now  this  his  maoner  of  preaehing  might  eeem  to 
derogate  from  the  law  of  Moees,  and  from  the  furophetB, 
whose  doctrine  aad  dispensation  hereby  be  might  seem  to 
destroy:  but  Christ  taketh  away  the  oeeMion  of  such  a  mis* 
apprehension,  bidding  them  not  think  he  eame  to  destroy  the 
law,  or  the  prophets :  for  he  was  not  come  &r  that  eod,  but 
to  fdlfiL    Wherein  he  doth  these  two  things : 

First,  He  estabUsheth  that,  ministration  of  tiie  law  and 
prophets  for  its  season,  till  it  should  be  fulfiUed  by  htm  the 
anbstenee^  who  was  to  fulfil  aU  the  righteottsness  of  it.  It 
•hovld  last  out  Un  whole  day,  and  should  not  fiiil  in  the  least 
titde  of  it  (aa  he  himself  explaineth  it,  Luke  xvL  17.);  till 
the  heaven  aad  earth  of  the  tfews  passed  away.  Heb.  xii.  27, 
28. 

Secondly,  He  taketh  in  the  aubstauee  of  it  into  his  own 
ministration,  and  lay eth  it  more  inwardly,  aad  dosely,  and 
Isrgely  upon  the  spirits  of  his  diseiples  than  Moses  had  done 
in  the  letter  upon  his  diseiples;  but  he  doth  not  give  it  out 
in  full,  but  only  giveih  a  taste  to  his  disciples  how  straitly 
he  would  minister  it  to  them  by  lus  Spirit  as  they  came  un- 
te  hia  yoke.  Mat  xL  29,  which  yoke  is  the  %irit  of  the  Utw 
thereof  as  Moses'  yoke  was  the  law  of  the  letter. 

Now  mark  yet  forther :  Christ  does  not  ^ve  out  the  letter 
for  his  law,  as  it  was  delivered  by  Moses;  but  requireth  some- 
what of  his  disciples  gyhieh  «9mprehends  the  lettor.  M 
now  when  he  admiaisters  the  law  against  revenge,  fi'om 
whence  murder  proeeeds,  he  doth  not  say,  <*Thou  sb^t  not 
kill,''  as  Moses  had  said  to  them  of  old  time;  but  aaith, 
Thou  shalt  not  be  angry  without  a  cause,  nor  give  thy 
btother  any  provoking  language,  ver.  22.  Nor  does  he  say, 
^Thou  shalt  not  commit  adultery; ''  b^t,  Tboa  d>alt  not  let 
out  a  lustful  look,  nor  let  in  a  lustful  thought  ver.  28. 

And  had  he  spoken  here  about  the  sabbath,  wQuld  he 
hme  administered  it  in  the  letter,  or  would  he  hnve  com- 
manded the  observation  of  the  true  sabbath,  where  uo  work 
is  done,  no  fice  kindled  (nor  so  much  as  any  sticks  gathered 
to  iMike  A  fire  with),  nor  no  burden  borne}  but  the  man-ser* 
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vant^  the  maid-servaBt,  the  ox,  the  ass,  and  every  creatine 
I'esta  in  the  seed  ?  '^  The  Son  of  man  is  Lord  of  the  sabbath.^ 
It  is  trae  he  suljjeoted  himself  under  the  law ;  but  jet  he 
vras  still  Lordt  wad  he  maketh  all  his,  kings  and  priests  to 
God !  who  being  once  baptised  into  bis  death,  know  also 
his  resurrsction  and  reign. 

Object.  But  all  the  other  commandments  are  to  be  kept 
aooording  to  the  letter;  for  althoqgh  it  should  prove  so,  that 
believers  are  not  bound  to  observe  them  by  virtue  of  Moses' 
minislMtion  in  ^  letter,  but  by  virtue  of  the  mintetratloii 
of  the  Spirit,  yet  the  commandments  themselves  are  kept; 
but  take  away  the  outward  observation  of  the  sabbath,  and 
thi»  commandment  hath  no  ftilfiUing  at  all  according  to  the 
letter. 

Aus.  This  ariseth  from  the  different  nature  of  the  thing: 
for  the  other  oommandments  require  or  forbid  that  which  is 
either  good  or  evil  in  its  own  nature;  but  this  ia  but  good 
or  evil  by  institution  or  command.  To  keep  a  day,  or  not 
to  keep  a  day,  is  not  good  or  evil  in  itself,  but  as  it  is  oooir- 
manded,  or  forbidden,  or  left  at  liberty  in  the  Lord,  and  ae- 
i^ording  as  it  is  done  or  forborne  by  him  who  received  the 
iH>nimand  or  prohibition,  or  is  let  into  the  liberty  of  ther 
i^spel.  Bom.  xiv.  6.  So  that  if  the  nature  of  the  thing 
required  in  this  commandment,  had  been  alike  with  the 
nature  of  the  things  required  or  forbidden  in  the  other 
i^nnmandmentSy  it  would  have  been  as  duraUe  after  the 
dissolution  of  that  covenant,  asthe  other  things  therein 
<rontained  were ;  which  vanish  not  in  themselves  upon  the 
(linsolution  of  that  covenant,  but  only  pass  into  a  higher 
way  o£  dispensation,  where  they  retain  their  full  virtue  and 
Htrength,  even  according  to  the  letter,  though  not  by  viitue 
of  the  administration  of  the  letter;  another  higher  and  fuU 
Ut  administration  of  a  better  covenant  challenging  and  tak- 
ing its  own  place. 

Query  7.  If  the  seventh  day*s  sabbath  be  not  moraK  bQt 
an  abrogated  ceremony,  now  since  the  death  of  Christ;  tbeii^ 
wherefore  should  our  Saviour  instruct  his  beloved  i^Misllesi 
that  they  must  instmot  the  Chriatiau  churches  to  piay »  ifbkL 
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xxiv.  20.  that  they  might  not  Hee  on  the  sahbath,  knowing 
diat  their  flight  would  fall  out  more  than  thirty  years  after 
his  death? 

Ana.  Oreat  was  ttie  hardship  the  Jews  underwent  in  the 
siege  of  Jerusalem,  by  that  apprehension  of  theirs  that  they 
ought  not  to  do  any  work  (not  so  much  as  of  defending 
themselves)  on  the  sabbath ;  which  hardship  such  disciples 
of  Christ  among  the  Jews,  as  could  not  easily  be  drawn  oiF 
from  the  law  and  Jewish  observations,  but  still  were  for  cir- 
cumcision, and  keeping  of  an  outward  sabbath,  might  be 
liable  to.  Now  Christ,  and  the  apostles  after  him,  were  not 
hasty  to  withdraw  them  from  such  things,  but  for  a  time 
bore  with  them  therein;  insomuch  that  Paul  circumcised 
Timothy,  and  became  to  the  Jews  as  a  Jew;  and  to  them 
that  were  under  the  law,  as  under  the  law  himself  also. 
But  the  strength  of  the  query  seems  to  lie  in  this,  Thai  it 
$kouU  bear  the  name  of  sabbath  from  Christ's  own  mouthy  in  re- 
laiian  to  somewhat  vohijch  should  happen  on  it  more  than  thirty 
years  after  it  should  cease  to  be  sabtath.  To  which  my  answer 
is  plain,  that  that  may  as  well  bear  the  name  of  sabbath, 
as  Jerusalem,  or  th$  temple,  bear  the  name  of  the  holy 
place,  ver.  15.  of  the  same  chap.  For  Jerusalem  and  the 
temple  did  as  much  cease  to  be  the  holy  place  above  thirty 
years  after  those  words  were  spoken,  as  the  Jewish  sabbath 
eould  cease  to  be  the  sabbath. 

Now  for  the  sakes  of  such  as  have  been  truly  exercised  in 
their  spirits  by  the  Spirit  of  the  Loi-d  (and  have  felt  the  pow- 
erful work  of  his  grace,  and  a  building  raised  up  by  him), 
and  may  yet  be  further  exercised,  I  shall  add  this.  Jerusa- 
lem was  a  type  of  an  inward  building  in  the  spirits  of  God's 
people;  both  in  its  rearing  up,  in  its  situation,  in  its  stand- 
ing, in  God's  dealing  with  it  all  the  time  of  its  standing; 
and  lastly,  in  its  dowu&U  and  utter  desolation.  There  is  an 
appearance  and  building  of  God  iu  the  spirits  of  his  people, 
which  is  to  give  way  to,  and  be  swallowed  up  in,  a  fuller 
and  higher  appearance.  But  the  fleshly  spirit,  getting  into 
this  building,  will  not  give  way  to  the  further  and  more  in« 
ward  and  spiritual  appearance  of  the  Spirit,  but  will  have 
Vol.  IL— 6 
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tho  first  building  stand  as  the  building,  apd  will  entertain 
no  further  appearance  of  God,  than  as  it  can  compr^end  it, 
subject  it,  and  afford  it  a  place  in  the  first  building.  Here- 
upon Gk>d  distresseth  Ariel,  even  the  city  which  David  built 
(saying  within  his  heart;  surely  ^'  that  which  I  have  built  will 
T  break  down,  and  that  which  I  have  planted  will  I  pluck 
up,  even  this  whole  land,  so  he  causeth  the  overflowing 
scourge  to  pass,  even  over  thy  whole  land,  O  Emanuel "). 
Now  when  the  enemy  enters  within  the  holy  ci<y,  and  with- 
in the  holy  temple,  it  is  time  to  flee,  and  exceeding  great 
distress  will  befall  that  diseiple^  whose  flight  is  either  in  the 
winter  or  on  the  sabbath  day.  Do  not  imagine  at  this;  but 
if  the  Lord  open  it  not  at  present,  wait  his  season ;  for  the 
thing  is  true  and  sealed,  both  by  the  openings  of  the  light 
eternal,  and  by  sensible  exercises  and  experiences  from  that 
light 

Thus  I  have  answered  such  of  the  queries  as  concern  the 
seventh  day's  sabbath.  Buch  as  seem  to  argue  the  unwar* 
rantableness  of  observing  the  first  day  of  the  week  for  a  sab- 
bath, I  leave  to  those  to  whom  they  are  tendered  (and  of 
whom  an  answer  seems  so  conscientiously  and  zealously  de* 
sired,  as  I  do  not  see  how  it  can  be  reasonably  neglected  or 
denied),  that  by  weighty  evidence  of  Scripture  he  may  be 
reduced,  if  he  hath  erred ;  but  if  not,  but  it  be  truth  whidi 
he  hath  therein  held  forth,  the  Lord  may  be  honored  in 
men's  bowing  and  subjecting  to  every  truth  of  his,  by  what 
instruments  soever  it  pleaseth  him  to  make  it  manifest 
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EPISTLE 

TO 

All  such  as  observe  tHS  Seventh  Day  of  ths  Week,  for 
THE  Sabbath  of  the  Lord. 

Friends, 

In  true  love  to  your  aouls,  and  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  1 
have  a  few  things  to  lay  before  you,  that  the  simplicity  in 
you  may  not  be  deceived,  and  ye  err  from  the  way  of  life, 
while  ye  may  be  eagerly  seeking  and  pressing  towards  it: 
for  notwithstanding  that,  if  with  the  wrong  eye  ye  be  search- 
ing into  Scripture,  ye  must  needs  mis-read,  mis-understand, 
and  mis-practise;  and  so  thereby  will  still  be  running  fur- 
ther and  further  from  God,  even  while  ye  think  ye  are  draw- 
ing nigher  towards  him.  Be  persuaded,  therefore,  seriously 
to  consider  (out  of  the  wisdom  from  which  God  hides,  in 
the  babish  simplicity  of  his  begetting,  where  the  true  life 
springs)  these  few  things  following. 

1.  That  the  whole  law  of  Moses  (the  ten  words,  as  well  a» 
the  institutions  about  sacrifices  and  worship)  was  added  be- 
cause of  transgression.  Gal.  iii.  19. 

2  That  the  whole  law  (the  ten  words,  as  well  as  the  sac- 
rifices) was  representations,  figures,  or  shadows,  of  some- 
what relating  to  Christ,  the  seed;  subservient  to  the  promise, 
not  making  perfect,  but  pointing  to,  and  making, way  for, 
the  bringing  in  of  tlie  better  hope.  Gal.  iii.  21.  Heb.  vii.  19. 
The  law  of  the  commandments,  or  the  ten  words;  did  no 
more  make  perfect,  than  the  other  shadows  or  sacrifices  did, 
bnt  with  them  made  way  fot  the  better  hope,  towards  which 
they  were  to  lead  their  scholar,  or  disciple,  as  fichool-mastei*. 
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8.  That  the  whole  dispensation  of  the  law  was  given  to 
the  JewB,  and  not  to  the  Gentiles.  Rom.  ix.  4.  And  so  not 
any  tiling  there  written  bindeth  the  Gentiles  (as  there  w*rit' 
ten),  but  only  the  Jews.  God  had  another  way  of  making 
his  mind  known  to  the  Gentiles.  Rom.  i.  19.  — ii.  15.  Ac" 
cording  to  which  he  would  judge  them.  ver.  12.  And  not 
by  the  law  written,  which  was  given  to  the  Jews,  which 
spake  not  ta  the  Gentiles,  but  to  the  Jews,  who  were  under 
it.  liom.  til.  19. 

4.  That  the  duration  of  this  dispensation  of  Moses*  law  in 
the  letter,  was  till  Christ,  the  seed,  should  come  and  fulfil 
it  Gal.  ili.  19.  and  24,  25.  Moses'  family,  with  all  the  laws 
thereof,  were  to  prepare  for  phrist,  the  seed,  and  to  give 
way  to  him  when  he  came;  for  when  that  dispensation, 
which  was  figured  out,  is  come;  then  that  dispensation 
which  did  figure  it  out,  is  at  an  end.  Heb.  8.  5,  6.  Christ 
came  to  do  the  wilL  to  keep  and  fulfil  the  whole  law,  and 
so  to  put  an  end  to  that  dispensation  of  it  Psa.  xl.  Rom. 
X.  4.  And  so  he  taketh  away  the  first  administration  of  the 
law,  which  wa»t  in  the  letter,  that  he  might  establish  the 
second,  whloh  is  in  the  Spirit  Heb.  x.  9.     2  Cor.  iii  .7 — 11# 

This  then  is  the  truth,  as  it  is  in  Jesus,  concerning  this 
thing;  That  Christ  coming  in  the  flesh,  and  fulfilling  all 
the  righteousness  (as  well  of  the  ten  commandments  as  of 
the  sacrifices)  puts  an  end  to  that  dispensation  wholly ;  so 
that  henceforth  both  Jews  and  Gentiles  are  to  come  to  him, 
to  hear  his  voioc;  "This  is  my  beloved  Son,  hear  him." 
And  Moses  fotetold,  that  when  that  prophet  came,  he  wsls 
to  be  heard  in  all  things;  whose  whole  ministration  was 
but  to  figure  out  what  the  Son  was  afterwards  to  fulfil  in 
Spirit,  Heb.  ili.  5.  who  would  be  faithful  to  give  forth  tlie 
entire  l(^w  and  substance  of  life  to  his  house  or  family  of  be- 
lievers, as  Moses  was  faithful  to  give  the  entire  shadow  to 
his  house  or  family,  of  that  nation  of  the  Jews.  ver.  6.  So 
that  here,  in  the  gospel,  Christ  being  come,  the  new  cove- 
nant and  law  in  the  Spirit  takes  place,  and  not  the  old  cove- 
nant or  law  in  the  letter.  And  this  law  is  more  inward,  more 
full,  more  close,  more  spiritual,  and  more  lasting,  than  the 
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ministratiou  of  Mosefl'  law  tm  them  of  old  time  was.  Gal.  iii, 
25,  ftc  And  it  in  the  ministration  of  this  law  of  the  Spirit, 
which  is  not  to  pass  away  from  the  disciples  of  Christ,  un- 
til all  be  l\ilfiiled;  bat  is  to  remain  a  sword  against  every 
hist  and  desire  of  the  flesh  in  them,  until  they  all,  with  the 
▼ery  root  of  them,  be  thereby  cut  down.  Mat.  iii.  12.  Heb. 
iv.  12.  Mat.  V.  17, 18. 

Quest.  But  what  were  the  ten  commandments  a  figure  or 
shadow  off 

Ans.  The  tables  of  stone  were  a  representation  or  figure 
of  the  fleshly  tables  of  the  heart,  wherein  the  new  law  of  the 
covenant  of  life  is  written. 

The  writing  of  the  law  of  commandments  in  the  tables  of 
stone  was  a  figure  of  the  writing  of  the  new  law  by  the  fin- 
ger of  God's  Spirit  in  the  heart.  The  outward  writing  in 
ihe  outward  tables  was  a  figure  of  the  inward  writing  in  the 
inward  tables. 

The  law  itself  of  commandments,  which  was  written  in 
those  tables,  was  a  figure  of  the  law  of  lifis  which  is  to  be 
written  in  these  tables. 

And  this  law  thus  received,  thus  written,  is  easily  fulfilled ; 
whereas,  the  law  in  the  letter,  because  of  the  weakness  of 
the  flesh,  was  very  hard  to  be  ftilfilled,  and  generally  proved 
a  hand-wrrting  of  ordinances  against  the  Jews:  for  he  that 
was  guilty  of  one,  was  guilty  of  all,  and  so  upon  every  trans- 
gression had  the  force  and  strength  of  the  whole  law  against 
him.  And  whosoever  now  runs  back  to  the  law  in  the  let- 
ter, to  take  up  any  command  aa  held  foith  in  it,  and  so 
making  himself  a  debtor  thereto,  will  be  found  a  breaker 
thereof  in  spirit,  even  one  that  hath  more  gods  than  the 
Lord,  a  maker  of  images,  or  likenesses  of  things  in  heaven, 
or  things  in  earth,  if  not  of  both ;  a  taker  of  the  name  in 
vain,  a  profaner  of  the  sabbath,  &c.  For  he  that  hath  not 
received  the  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life  in  Christ  Jesus,  know- 
oth  not  the  Lord  of  life  to  be  the  only  true  God,  but  mak- 
eth  images  in  his  mind,  and  taketh  his  name  in  vain,  not 
.  feeling  the  living  power  thereof;  nor  can  keep  his  sabbath 
(ceastftg  from  sin,  forbearing  his  own  works,  his  own  willing 
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aud  rufiuiug,  and  entering  into  (he  rest  of  the  gospel):  for 
there  is  but  one  day  of  rest  holy  to  the  Lord;  all  the  sab* 
baths  of  the  law  were  but  signs  of  it,  having  but  a  signifi- 
cative or  representative  holiness;  but  the  day  of  redemption 
which  the  Lord  hath  made,  Psa.  cxviii.  24.  (in  which  his  re- 
deemed rejoice,  and  rest  to  him)  that  hath  the  true  holiness* 
This  was  it  which  came  by  Christ,  the  other  came  by  Moses. 
John  i.  17.  Moses'  family  or  children  were  to  keep  that 
day  (that  was  the  day  for  the  servants,  who  were  to  be  ex- 
ercised under  the  shadows),  but  the  believers  are  to  keep 
this  day  in  the  Spirit,  to  enter  into  this  rest  by  the  fi»th, 
Fleb.  iv.  and  to  worship  the  Father  in  it,  in  the  Spirit  and 
iu  the  truth,  on  the  mountain  of  his  holiness,  John  iv.  23. 
whereof  the  other  mountain,  temple,  worship,  and  day  were 
but  a  shadow. 

Now  the  sum  or  substance  of  this  law  of  the  Spirit  may 
outwardly  be  signified  in  divoi^  short  words;  as  love,  that 
comprehends  the  whole  of  it:  so  doth  fear;  there  is  the 
whole  wisdom  and  courae  of  the  life  comprehended  also; 
or  thus,  ''Thou  shalt  not  lust,*'  (thus  it  was  administered  to 
Piaul,  Rom.  vii.)  or  thou  shalt  "keep  the  sabbath,"  or  "be- 
lieve in  the  light,  follow  the  light."  The  observing  of  any 
ond  of  these  in  the  Spirit,  is  the  keeping  of  the  law;  for 
overy  breach  of  the  ]aw  is  out  of  the  love,  out  of  the  fear; 
a  lust  of  the  fleshly  spirit,  a  transgression  of  the  sabbath,  or 
iipiritual  rest  to  God;  out  of  the  light,  and  ont  of  the  faith. 
But  if  ye  will  read  this  in  the  Spirit,  and  come  to  the  true 
righteousness  of  the  faith,  which  is  received  in  the  obedi- 
ence of  faith  to  the  law  of  the  Spirit,  ye  must  come  to  the 
word  of  faith ;  to  which  Paul  directs,  Rom.  x.  6.  by  th^ 
hearing  whereof  is  the  justification,  and  not  by  a  bare  be- 
lieving that  Christ's  blood  was  shed;  for  it  is  the  virtue  of 
the  blood  which  saves;  which  virtue  is  in  the  living  word, 
and  is  felt  and  received  in  hearing,  believing,  and  obeying 
that  word,  thereby  bringing  into  unity  and  conformity  with 
him,  both  in  his  death,  and  in  his  resurrection  and  life. 
This  is  the  only  way  to  life;  be  not  deceived;  there  is  not, 
nor  ever  was,  any  other.     Oh,  wuit  on  the  Lord  in  his  fear! 
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that  it  may  be  opened  to  yoa,  and  that  slain  in  yon  which 
cannot  bear  the  straitness  thereof,  and  jirith  which  there  is 
no  erring. 

From  a  friend  to  your  eternal  peace, 

Isaac  Pknikgton  the  Younger. 


SOME    QUERIES, 

8kxt  in  writing,  (upon  occasion  of  an  Epxstls  dirsctbd 
to  all  such  as  observe  the  seventh  day 

OF  THE  WEEK   FOR  A  SaBBATH) 

ANSWERED. 


Queiy  1.  If  the  whole  law  of  Moses,  the  law  of  the  ten 
commandments,  as  well  as  the  law  of  sacrifices,  were  both 
added  upon  one  and  the  same  account  for  transgressions; 
then  why  doth  the  Holy  Spirit  in  the  Scriptures  lay  forth 
such  an  antiphiticai  use  of  them  (I  suppose  he  means  anti- 
typical),  the  one  that  sin  might  abound.  Bom.  v.  20.  the 
other  sacrificing  for  sin?  Ileb.  ix.  7,  8,  9. 

Ans.  That  the  law  of  Moses  was  added  because  of  trans* 
gression,  is  manifest  from  that  scripture  quoted  by  me  in 
my  epistle,  as  well  as  from  other  scriptures;  and  one  end 
why  it  was  added  in  relation  to  transgression,  was,  that  the 
offence  might  abound,  which  would  make  the  sacrifice  of 
propitiation  for  sin  appear  more  necessary  and  more  accept- 
able. And  the  sacrifices  also  relate  to  the  sinner,  some  re- 
ferring to  the  sin  committed,  others  to  the  thankfulness  and 
acknowledgment  due  for  the  peace,  mercy,  and  blessings  of 
God  towards  his  poor,  sinful,  erring  creatures;  both  which 
were  to  last  till  the  time  of  reformation  from  the  sin.  Heb. 
ix.  10.  Oal.  iii.  19.    (But  that  they  were  both  added  up<m 
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one  and  the  same  accouftty  that  I  did  n6t  affirm ;  that  is  wrong- 
fully put  upon  me.y 

Now  though  both  these  were  added  because  of  transgres- 
sion, yet  they  had  not  both  the  same  use  and  service  in  re- 
lation to  transgression,  but  the  one  was  added  to  discover 
sin,  and  to  make  it  appear  exceeding  sinful,  Rom.  v.  20. 
the  other  to  blot  it  out,  to  take  it  away,  to  make  atonement 
for  it;  which  the  sacrifices  did,  making  the  sinner  upright 
and  perfect  as  relating  to  that  outward  state  and  capacity, 
though  they  could  not  as  pertaining  to  the  conscience.  Heb. 
ix.  9. 

Query  2.  If  the  whole  law,  the  ten  commandments,  as 
well  as  the  sacrifices,  were  representations,  figures,  or  shad- 
ows of  somewhat  relating  to  Christ,  the  seed;  then  what  did 
they  in  general,  or  either  of  them  in  particular,  represent, 
figure,  or  shadow  forth,  before  they  were  written  in  tables 
of  stone,  or  since  they  were  written  in  tables  of  stone,  more 
of  Christ  then  than  now? 

Ans.  That  the  ten  words  were  some  of  the  precepts  of 
Moses,  and  appertaining  to  the  first  testament  or  covenant, 
all  which  precepts  were  sprinkled  with  blood,  cannot  be  de- 
nied. And  the  apostle  distinguisheth  the  precepts  of  Moses 
under  the  law,  which  were  sprinkled  with  the  blood  of  the 
sacrifices  under  the  law,  Ileb.  vii.  19.  from  the  precepts  of 
Christ  which  he  writes  in  other  tables,  chap.  x.  16.  which 
also  are  sprinkled  with  blood,  but  not  with  the  blood  of 
bulls  and  goats,  but  with  his  own  blood ;  and  he  that  re- 
ceives any  of  these  precepts  out  of  the  blood  of  Christ,  can- 
not truly  and  spiritually  obey  them,  though  he  may  strive 
much  to  form  his  spirit  into  the  obedience  thereof.  Now 
the  time  and  season  of  their  signification  was  the  time 
which  God  allotted  them  under  the  law,  wherein  was  the  use 
of  signs;  but  the  gospel  is  a  state  of  substance,  of  bringing 
the  life  and  immortality  into  the  heart,  and  into  the  posses- 
sion of  believers,  which  the  state  of  the  law  shadowed.  So 
that  they  are  not  signs  since  the  gospel,  since  Christ  put  an 
end  to  the  law-signs,  shadows,  and  figures,  nor  yet  before 
the  law  to  believers,  so  fiir  as  they  were  in  the  new  covenant; 
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(for  M  the  thing  signified  comediy  so  that  which  signifieth 
it  passeth  away)  though  that  was  a  mixed  state,  wherein 
God  gave  a  taste  of  both  covenants,  before  his  perfect  dis- 
pensing or  bringing  forth  of  either. 

Qaery  3.  If  the  whole  dispensation  of  the  law  was  given 
to  the  Jews,  and  not  to  the  Gentiles,  and  so  the  Gentiles  not 
bound  to  that  law,  but  another  way  for  them  to  know  the 
mind  of  God ;  then  whether  that  law  cited,  Rom.  ii.  15. 
which  the  Gentiles  showed  the  work  of  in  their  hearts,  be 
uiiother  law  contrary  to  that  law  that  was  given  to  the  Jews, 
vvea  the  ten  commandments? 

Ans.  The  law  which  is  the  substance^  is  not  contrary  to 
tlie  law  which  is  the  ^adow,  but  is  the  comprehending  and 
folfiUing  of  it  The  law  in  the  Spirit  (written  by  God*s 
power  and  presence  in  the  heart  and  mind)  is  not  oontraiy 
to  the  law  in  the  letter,  but  is  a  higher  and  more  glorious 
ministration  of  it  The  one  commandment  which  God  gave 
by  Moses  to  the  Jews,  Deut  xxx.  11.  which  was  the  com- 
mandment of  life  and  death,  as  relating  to  their  inward  and 
eternal  state,  ver.  15.  was  not  contrary  to  the  ten  command- 
ments, which  God  had  commanded  them  before  by  another 
covenant,  Which  he  had  made  with  them  as  an  outward 
people,  and  which  was  to  be  their  rule  as  to  their  outward 
state;  for  they  were  chosen  by  God  to  be  a  holy  people 
outwardly,  and  so  an  outward  rule  of  holiness  and  obedience 
was  prescribed  them ;  but  by  all  their  obedience  thereto, 
they  conld  not  be  justified,  but  onlj'  by  hearing,  believing, 
and  obeying  Christ,  the  word  nigh  in  the  heart,  and  by  feel- 
ing in  the  spirit  the  blood  of  that  one  ofiering. 

Query  4.  If  the  Gentiles  were  not  bound  under  that  law 
that  the  Jews  were,  which  carried  the  curse  with  it;  then 
which  way  have  the  Gentiles  redemption  by  Jesus  Christ? 
seeing  all  that  are  redeemed,  are  redeemed  from  the  law, 
and  the  curse  thereof.  Gal.  iv.  S.^-^iii.  18. 

Ans.  As  they  were  under  the  curse  outwardly,  by  trans- 
,«cressing  that  outward  law  or  covenant,  and  so  missed  of  the 
outward  happiness  of  the  holy  land,  and  still  met  with  wrath 
and  judgments,  and  at  last  utter  cutting  off,  as  to  their  out- 
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ward  state,  and  as  to  all  their  hope  from  that  covenant;  so 
he  that  comes  to  receive  the  mioistration  of  the  law  of  the 
Spirit,  will  find  the  curse  as  abundantly  inwardly^  even  till 
that  be  cut  down  by  the  sword  of  the  Spirit,  which  the 
corse  is  to;  and  fliat  brought  into  dominion,  to  which  is  the 
promise  and  blessing.  So  that  the  Oentiles  find  as  great 
need  to  be  redeemed  fcom  the  eurse  inwardly,  which  the  in- 
ward law  brings  upon  the  transgressor,  as  the  Jews  did  out* 
wardiy ;  yea,  and  find  a  more  heavy  borthen  and  load  than 
ever  the  Jews  did  outwardly.  Paul,  when  he  was  alive  in 
the  outward  administration  of  the  law,  not  being  acquaint- 
ed  with  the  inward,  he  knew  little  of  the  curse ;  he  was  ac- 
cording to  it  blameless,  Phil.  iii.  6.  but  when  he  came  to 
receive  tho  living  light  of  the  spiritual  administration  of  it 
into  his  spirit,  then  he  felt  the  burthen,  and  weiglit  and 
misery  of  sin,  and  the  curse  indeed;  and  cried  out,  "O 
wretched  man,  who  shall  deliver?  " 

Query  6.  If  the  duration  of  the  dispensation  of  Moses' 
law  in  the  letter  was  till  Christ,  the  seed,  should  come  and 
fulfil  it,  and  the  dispensation  of  Moses*  law  (so  stated  with- 
out distinction)  between  th&t  that  was  perpetual,  and  that 
that  was  ceremonially  vanishing,  and  so  in  the  fulfilling  of  it 
besides ;  then  what  law  or  commandments  tliat  or  they  were, 
which,  while  Moses*  dispetisation  was  in  full  force,  is  said 
to  be  perpetually  sure^  to  stand  fast  for  ever  and  for  ever, 
as  Psa«  X.  xi.  7,  8.  and  when  Christ,  tlie  seed,  wascorae,  and 
had  fulfilled  all  that  the  Father  had  appointed  him  to  do, 
was  established,  Koni.  iii.  31.  and  not  one  jot  or  tittle  of  it 
to  pass  so  long  as  heaven  aiul  earth  remain  ?  Mat  v.  18.  and 
Luke  xvi.  17. 

Ans.  That  distinction  between  something  in  Moses'  law. 
being  perpetual,  and  something  ceremonial^  is  not  sound 
and  proper  in  this  place;  for  all  that  was  under  Moses*  law 
was  but  a  shadow,  as  in  that  dispensation;  and  that  testa- 
ment was  dedicated  with  blood  (witli  the  blood  which  was 
a  shadow)  which  related  to  every  precept^  Hob.  ix.  18,  19» 
and  it  was  all  substantial  and  perpetual  in  what  it  signified 
and  related  to.  Tlic  sacrifices  were  substantial  in  that  sacri- 
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fice  which  they  signified,  as  well  an  the  law  and  preceptft 
were  substantial  in  the  law  and  precepts  which  they  signi- 
Hed.  And  as  the  first  covenant  pointed  at  a  second  cove- 
nant, so  the  laws  of  the  first  covenant  pointed  at  the  law  of 
the  second  covenant,  the  ministration  whereof  is  from  the 
Mediator  of  that  covenant,  and  they  come  into  the  heart 
sprinkled  with  his  blood.  Now  the  law  or  commandment, 
which,  even  under  that  dispensation,  was  to  be  perpetual 
and  last  for  ever,  was  "the  word  in  the  heart,"  and  the  laws 
thereof,  Deut.  xxx.  14.  which  Moses  by  especial  order  from 
God,  and  according  to  Uie  tenor  of  another  covenant,  di- 
rected the  Jews  to.  ver.  4.  For  the  law,  as  administered 
by  Moses,  in  the  letter,  is  not  perpetual  or  eternal;  but  as 
it  comes  from  the  Spirit,  and  is  administered  in  the  Spirit, 
so  it  is  spiritual  and  eternal.  That  •administration  was  fitted 
to  that  people;  and,  we  know,  the  Lord,  if  he  had  pleased, 
could  have  given  a  fuller  administration  of  his  law  in  the 
letter  than  that  was,  as  Christ  plainly  intimates  divers  times. 
Mat  V.  But  if  it  had  been  ever  so  full,  yet  the  administra- 
tion of  it  in  the  letter  is  to  give  place  to  the  administration 
of  it  in  the  Spirit;  so  that  the  administration  of  it  in  the 
letter  is  not  perpetaal,  but  for  the  time  which  Ood  allotted 
it;  but  the  administration  of  it  in  the  Spirit  is  eternal  and 
perpetual,  and  there  it  remains  an  eternal  light,  witness, 
and  sword  against  sin  and  the  transgressor.  And  thus  it  is 
established  in  the  hands  of  the  Spirit,  after  the  season  of 
that  ministration  of  it  in  the  letter  was  ended;  and  thus  not 
one  jot  or  tittle  of  it  was  to  pass  away,  after  the  other  min- 
iBtratton,  with  every  jot  and  tittle  of  it,  was  ended. 

Query  6.  If  the  coming  of  Christ  in  the  fiesh;  and  his  ftiU 
filling  all  the  righteousness  of  the  law ;  and  being  foretold 
by  Moses  to  be  that  prophet  that  was  to  be  heard  in  all 
tilings  (which  is  not  denied  by  us);  but  if  by  these  he  put 
an  end  to  the  law  of  the  ten  commandments,  and  gave  forth 
another  law  to  his  house  or  family;  then  what  law  that  is, 
and  whether  it  be  contrary  to  that  law  that  he  with  the 
fntlwr  gave  fi>rth,  «i  Dent,  wxill.  2.  with  Psa.  Ixxx.  17, 
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which  now  is  in  gospel  minirtratton  holy,  just,  good,  m  Rom. 
vii.  12.  and  spiritual,  ver.  14. 

Ans.  It  is  the  law  of  the  Spirit,  or  the  light  of  the  Spirit  in 
the  heart,  which  discovers  sin  (not  only  in  the  outward  acts, 
but  in  its  principle,  rise,  first  motions,  and  inward  nature), 
giving  forth  his  living  commands  against  it.  This  is  the  law 
now,  in  which  the  believer  is  to  begin.  Gal.  iii.  8.  and  ac- 
cording to  which  he  is  to  go  on  to  perfection.  For  as  the 
believer  is  begotten  of  the  Spirit,  and  born  of  the  Spirit,  so 
he  is  to  receive  the  ministration  of  his  law  from  the  Spirit, 
and  in  the  Spirit  He  receives  a  gift  of  faith,  a  measure  of 
faith  from  the  eternal  spring  of  life,  and  that  is  his  law. 
His  law  is  the  law  of  faith.  The  light  of  life,  which  he  re- 
ceives in  the  faith,  opens  the  mind  and  will  of  Christ  to  him 
in  the  Spirit,  showing  him  both  sin,  and  also  the  things  of 
God  more  fully  than  the  law  of  Moses  could,  though  opened 
by  the  Spirit;  for  it  is  a  fuller,  a  deeper  kind  of  ministra- 
tion, and  so  opens  the  things  which  it  ministers  more  fiiUy 
than  a  ministration  of  an  inferior  nature  can.  Yet  it  is  not 
contrary  to  Moses'  law,  but  comprehends  all  the  substance, 
all  the  righteousness  and  equity  of  it  (as  I  said  before)^ 
which  it  as  a  shadow  represented^  and  commanded  to  that 
outward  or  shadowy  people,  the  Jews.  But  the  law  which 
Paul  spake  o^  Rom.  vii.  was  the  law  of  the  Spirit,  or  such  a 
ministration  of  the  law  as  Paul  knew  not,  all  the  while  he 
was  under  the  ministration  of  Moses*  law  blameless;  but 
this  law  found  out  sufficient  blame  in  him.  ver.  14.  &c. 

Query  7.  If  Jesus  Christ,  as  he  is  tlie  Son,  gave  forth  an- 
other law  to  his  house  or  family ;  and  that  law  contrary  to 
that  that  the  Father  gave  forth ;  then  whether  there  are  not 
two  lawgivers,  when  the  Scriptures  say  there  is  but  one. 
James  iv.  12. 

Ans.  The  substance,  when  it  is  shadowed  out,  or  when  it 
is  nakedly  dispensed,  is  one  and  the  same  thing;  so  that 
whenever  it  comes,  it  cannot  be  another  thing  than  what 
the  Shadow  represented  it  to  be.  Moses*  dispensation  and 
Christ's  are  one  in  Spirit;  and  when  he  cometh  in  Spirit, 
he  doth  not  destroy  either  Moses  or  the  prophets,  but  com- 
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prcheiida  them ;  so  that  the  law  is  but  one,  although  the 
(iispeusations  of  it  have  been  various ;  but  the  proper  dis- 
pensation of  the  law  now  to  Christians  is  Christ's  dispensa- 
tion, not  Moses'  dispensation;  and  Christians  are. now. to* 
look  for  light  and  knowledge  of  it  in  the  tables  where  Christ 
writes  it,  according  to  his  covenant.  So  that  there  have  not 
been  two  laws  given  out,  but  the  one  law  of  God  hath  been 
variously  dispensed ;  in  and  according  to  the  letter  by  Moses 
to  the  Jews;  in  and  according  to  the  Spirit  by  Christ  to  his 
disciples. 

Query  8.  If  the  tables  of  stone,  the  writing  of  the  law  of 
the  ten  commandments  in  the  tables,  and  the  law  of  the  ten 
commandments  itself  which  was  written,  were  figures  or 
representations;  then  whether  the  finger  of  God's  Spirit 
doth  write  the  law  of  God  two  ways,  in  the  inward  table  (so 
called);  namely,  in  the  heart  of  Christ's  family;  in  oneway^ 
whilst  Moses'  dispensation  was  on  foot.  Psa.  xxxvii.  31. 
For  the  Psalmist  speaks  in  the  present  tense  (which  was 
under  that  dispensation):  now  is  it  another  way  in  this  lat- 
ter dispensation  expressed?  2  CcA*.  iii.  8. 

Query  9.  If  two  ways,  then  how  doth  the  finger  of  God's 
.Spirit  write  them  these  ways? 

Ans.  The  eternal  covenant  was  the  same  under  the  law 
as  under  the  gospel ;  and  its  tables  were  the  heart  then,  as 
well  a»  now;  and  its  way  of  writing  the  same  then  as  now, 
even -by  the  finger  of  God's  power  or  eternal  Spirit:  and 
thither  the  Jews  were  even  then  referred  for  the  inward 
writing  of  the  law.  Deut.  xxx.  14.  So  that  tliey  who  truly 
hearkened  even  to  Moses,  were  to  wait  on  this  word,  which 
wa.s  nigh  iu  the  heart,  tor  the  writing  of  his  laws  there. 
And  they  that  hearkened  to  this  law,  wliich  endureth  for 
ever,  knew  the  writing  tliereof  in  their  hearts:  whereas  tho« 
Jews,  who  were  very  diligent  to  get  the  law  into  their 
hearts  from  the  letter,  could  never  thereby  attain  the  writ- 
ing of  it  there ;  but  were  still  found  breakers  of  it,  and 
under  that  curse  which  belonged  to  the  breach.  Abraham, 
I:$aac,  and  Jacob,  David  and  the  pvophots,  knew  the  inward 
Jew,  who  becomes  m  by  the  »ward  covenant,  and  by  the 
Vol.  It— 6 
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inward  dispensation  of  tlie  law  in  that  covenant;  and  the 
law  wliich  was  after  the  promise  could  not  disannul  the 
promise  which  was  before  it:  but  it  stood  good  and  firm  to 
the  children,  even  to  all  the  spiritual  seed,  the  whole  time 
of  that  outward  dispensation  of  the  law. 

Query  10.  If  not,  then  how  doth  the  writmg  of  the  law  in 
tables  of  stone  represent  the  writing  of  the  law  in  the  tables 
of  the  heart ;  seeing  the  tables  of  the  heart  were  wrote  upon 
by  the  finger  of  God's  Spirit,  whilst  the  tables  of  stone  were 
in  full  force,  and  the  dispensation  had  not  ceased? 

Ans.  Though  the  tables  of  stone,  or  law  thereof,  wbre  in 
force  to  that  outward  people  of  God,  the  Jews;  yet  this  did 
Jiot  destroy  his  inward  people,  nor  his  inward  tables  in  their 
hearts,  nor  hinder  him  from  writing  his  inward  law  there; 
hut  the  inward  and  eternal  covenant  ran  underneath  to 
them  inwardly,  (even  all  the  time  of  their  outward  dispen- 
sation) whereby  they  were  made  inwardly  righteous  and 
obedient  to  God.  And  as  God  had  particularly  directed, 
by  Moses,  to  the  word  and  commandment  of  that  covenant, 
so  he  would  not  fail  to  write  it  thereby  in  the  hearts  of  such 
as  turned  to  the  word  and  commandment.  So  that  this 
was  the  law  which  God  wrote  in  the  heart  even  then,  and 
was  always  the  inward  substance,  while  as  Moses'  dispensa- 
tion was  but  an  outward  sign  thereof. 

Query  11.  If  the  law  of  the  ten  commandments  itself, 
which  enjoined  love  and  duty  to  God,  and  love  and  duty  to 
man,  as  Mat.  xxii.  37,  38,  89,  40.  was  or  is  a  figure  of  an- 
other; then  what  law  that  is  that  is  the  anti-type  of  this  law, 
which  in  succeeding  of  it,  enjoins  not  love  and  duty  to  God, 
and  not  love  and  duty  to  man  ? 

Ans.  This  queiy  ivriseth  from  a  great  mistake,  as  if  the 
•law  in  the  letter  and  the  law  in  the  Spirit  could  not  require 
the  same  thing;  whereas  they  do  require  the  very  same 
thing  in  substance,  but  several  'ways,  accoixling  to  the  differ- 
ence of  each  administration ;  to  wit,  the  one  literally,  of  a 
literal  or  outward  people;  the  other  spiritually,  of  a  spir- 
itual or  inward  people;  the  one  requires  love  according  to 
the  tenor  of  the  letter,  the  other  accoi'dlng  to  the  Spirit 
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Query  12.  If  the  owning  of  the  ten  commandments,  an 
they  are  plainly  laid  down  in  the  letter,  be  a  breaking  pf 
them  in  the  Spirit,  and  especially  those  contained  in  the 
first  table;  then  how  doth  the  truth  of  God  written,  which 
is  life  and  tnith,  Acts  vii.  88.  and  Keel.  xii.  10.  and  the 
Spirit  which  is  given  forth,  meet  together;  seeing  tlie  Spirit 
leads  and  guides  into  all  truth  ? 

Ans.  I  do  not  know  any  who  have  said,  ''that  the  owning 
of  the  ten  commandments,  as  they  are  plainly  laid  down  in 
the  letter,  is  a  breaking  of  them  in  the  Spirit;'*  but  he  that 
hath  the  Spirit  owneth  the  dispensation  of  the  letter  in  its 
place  and  season  :  but  the  Spirit  doth  not  teach  them  to  run 
froni  his  own  dispensation  (where  it  is  livingly  adniinistered 
to  such  as  wait  on  the  eternal  Word  in  his  covenant  of  life 
for  it),  to  that  dispensation  which  was  appointed  for,  and 
fifiveu  forth  to,  others.  But  that  the  truth,  as  it  is  written 
(outwardlj'),  is  life,  I  do  not  read ;  but  othenvi4?e,  2  Cor.  iii. 
({.  where  Paul  saitli,  (he  letter  kdleth  (speaking  of  the  letter 
of  the  New  Testament).  The  Spirit  indeed  guides  into  all 
truth ;  but  it  is  the  living  soul  whoni  lie  so  guides,  and  it  is 
the  living  truth  into  which  he  guides  in  the  new  covenant; 
though  it  was  he  also  who  gave  forth,  retjuired,  and  was 
able  to  lead  into,  the  letter  of  the  old  covenant. 

Query  18.  Whether,  %vhen  Jehovah  gave  forth  the  ten 
commandments  plainly  as  a  law  in  the  letter,  he  did  intend, 
by  the  observation  according  to  the  letter,  the  breaoh  of 
them  by  the  Spirit? 

Ans.  The  Spirit  doth  not  teach  to  break  the  commands 
in  the  letter;  but  such  as  are  under  the  ministration  of  the 
letter,  to  ob»er\'e  them  according  to  the  letter:  and  such  as 
are  under  the  ministration  of  the  Spirit,  to  fultil  the  right- 
eousncSs  of  thelii  in  the  flinrit  Yet  the  Son  of  nuiii  is 
^'Lord  of  the  sabbath;**  and  if  he  bid  a  man  ''take  up  his 
bed  and  walk/'  Which  was  bearing  a  burden  and  doing  of 
work  on  the  sabbath^day,  it  in  lio  breach  of  the  sabbatlu 
Now  thid  is  tnoBt  righteous;  that  as  tho  Son's  rest  should 
be  entered  Into  under  the  gospel,  so  the  day  of  rest  should 
be  kept  by  his  didclpleil  and  family. 
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Quer}'  14.  Whether  to  8ay,  the  keeping  the  law  of  God 
according  to  the  letter  is  a  breakiug  of  it  in  the  Spirit,  bo 
not  a  chat^ng  of  God,  that  gave  it  forth  to  be  kept,  and  the 
Holy  Spirit  that  incites  us  so  to  do  now  in  this  administra- 
tion, James  ii.  8.  and  says  they  do  well  that  do  so ;  and  yet 
thou  sayest  they  break  it  in  Spirit:  but  tell  us  by  any  one 
scripture,  how  a  man,  assisted  by  the  Spirit  to  own  Jehovah 
alone  to  be  his  God  according  to  the  letter  of  the  first  com- 
mandment, doth  break  the  command  in  the  Spirit?  Or  .so 
the  like  of  any  other  of  them. 

Ans.  Tliis  query  is  altogether  from  a  mistake;  for  it  was 
not  said  by  me,  that  "the  keeping  the  law  of  God  according 
to  the  letter  is  a  breaking  of  it  in  the  Spirit; "  but  that  he 
that  "  runs  back  to  the  law  in  the  letter,  to  take  up  any 
command  as  held  forth  in  it,  will  be  found  a  breaker  thereof 
in  Spirit."  And  for-this,  the  Jews  in  general,  and  Paul  in 
particular,  may  be  my  instances;  who  was  exceeding  strict 
according  to  the  letter  of  the  law,  but  yet  was  a  grievous 
breaker  of  it  in  Spirit;  and  did  not  loVe  his  neighbor  as 
himself,  but,  in  a  blind  zeal,  was  a  bitter  persecutor?  and  if 
the  Jews  had  taken  that  direction  of  Moses,  Dent.  xxx.  14. 
the  observation  of  the  law  in  the  letter  might  liave  been 
more  easy  to  them.  So  that  the  turning  towards,  and  re- 
ceiving the  Word  in  the  heart,  from  whence  the  letter  came, 
is  the  only  way  to  fulfil  the  letter ;  and  the  law  is  not  so 
much  as  to  be  known,  much  less  fulfilled,  by  running  to  the 
letter  of  it  in  the  first  place.  And  this  I  certainly  know, 
that  there  is  no  coming  to  the  Lord  of  life,  nor  no  keeping: 
chaste  to  him,  but  in  the  new  covenant,  and  in  the  light  of 
the  Lord,  as  it  is  there  dispensed:  and  till  then,  the  mind 
cannot  forbear  making  of  images  and  false  representations 
of  him  to  itself;  though  being  from  the  light  of  this  cove- 
nant, it  cannot  discern  that  it  doth  so,  no  more  than  Paul, 
by  the  letter  of  the  law^  could  discern  that  he  was  a  breaker 
thereof  in  hie  violent  persecutions. 

Query  16.  Whether  the  prophets,  Jesus  Christ,  or  the 
apostles,  by  their  keeping  the  law  according  to  the  letter 
(tiiat  they  did  so  is  evident),  did  break  the  law  in  the  Spirit? 
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Ans.  The  prophetfi  were  under  the  law  as  to  their  out- 
ward state;  though  inwardly  not  without  feeling  the  virtue 
of  the  new  eovenant.  Christ  also  was  made  under  tlie  law, 
and  took  upon  htm  the  falftUing  of  that  dispensation  of  Mo- 
see,  that  he  might  bring  the  believing  Jews  from  under  it 
into  the  liberty  of  the  Spirit;  that  they  might  receive  the 
adoption  of  sous,  and  the  free  ministration  which  was  a^ir 
pointed  for  the  sons,  and  might  not  be  held  under  that  min^ 
istntion  of  bondage  which  was  appointed  for  the  servants. 
And  the  apostle  bids  believers  to  stand  fast  in  the  liberty 
wherewith  Christ  had  made  them  free,  not  making  them- 
selves debtors  to  the  law.  Gal.  v.  1.  For  they  were  children 
of  the  promise,  children  of  New  Jeinisalera,  the  free  woman, 
children  of  the  new  covenant,  and  not  children  of  Mount 
8inai,  the  old  covenant,  the  law  in  the  letter,  ohap.  Iv.  15, 16. 

Query  16.  If  there  be  but  one  (Jay  of  rest  holy  to  the  Lord, 
and  all  the  sabbaths  of  the  law  were  but  signs  of  it,  that  is 
said  to  be  the  day  of  redemption  which  the  Lord  hath  made : 
then  whether  that  day  be  a  day  natural,  one  of  the  seven 
days  of  the  week,  which  either  ^respects  the  day  on  which 
our  Redeemer  suffered,  or  that  on  which  he  rose  again  from 
the  dead,  or  any  other? 

Ans.  As  the  gospel  is  not  natural,  but  spiritual;  so  its 
day  of  rest  U  not  natural,  but  spiritual  likewise.  Yea,  1 
may  add  thin  also,  the  six  days'  work  in  the  new  creation 
is  not  natural  either. 

Query  17.  If  not  so,  but  that  it  should  be  intended  appli- 
cable to  the  day  or  time  of  the  gospel-administration  from 
the  time  that  Christ  suffered  hi  the  flesh  unto  the  end  of  the 
world:  then  whether  this  day,  that  is  intended  as  a  sabbath, 
is  one  wath  that  day  that  the  Scriptures  intend  and  call  a 
sabbath,  which  Christ  himself  gave  his  disciples  charge  to 
have  respect  unto  in  their  flight.  Mat.  xxiv.  20. 

Ans.  The  supposition  here  put,  demonstrates  that  those 
that  put  it  have  no  acquaintance  with  the  gospel-sabbath : 
but  propose  another  outward  time  for  it,  even  the  time  from 
Christ's  suffering  in  the  flesh,  to  the  end  of  the  world.  Now 
if  any  should  so  affirm,  it  were  as  justly  to  be  excepted 

6* 
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against,  as  presisiag  the  observation  of  the  Jews'  sabboih  is. 
That  which  signifieth  is  outward  or  natural,  and  signifietb 
to  that  part  which  is  without:  that  which  is  signified  is  in- 
ward and  spiritual,  and  is  known,  entered  into^  kept»  and 
enjoyed  in  the  Spirit.  It  is  a  spiritual  sabbath,  not  a  natu- 
ral, which  God  hath  instituted  for  his  spiritual  people,  after 
1(6  hath  led  them  out  of  spiritual  TS^gypt,  and  teacheth  them 
to  worship  him  in  Spirit  and  in  tinith. 

Query  18.  If  they  intend  one  and  the  same  sabbath-day, 
then  how  imposeable  was  it  for  the  disciples  of  Christ  to  es- 
cape fleeing  on  that  sabbath-day,  though  ever  so  fervent  in 
prayer,  in  regard  that  this  sabbath  spoken  of,  began  when 
Christ  had  suffered,  and  put  an  end  to  tlie  diepeusation  of 
Moses'  law :  and  the  flight  spoken  of  by  Christ,  which  re- 
spects the  Lord's  sabbath,  was  not  until  many  years  after 
Christ's  sufterings. 

Aus.  The  supposed  sabbath  being  before  denied,  the 
foundation  of  this  query  fails. 

Christ's  sabbath  is  not  an  outward  time  or  day  in  the  flesh ; 
but  a  day  in  the  Spirit;  even  a  day  of  rest  from  all  the  la- 
bors of  the  fleshly  part.  But  this  was  spoken  to  before,  in 
the  answer  to  the  last  of  W.  Salter's  queries,  whereto  I  may 
add  this :  Christ  spake^to  his  disciples  of  things  as  they  were 
able  to  boar  tliem.  Xow  as  they  understood  not  his  death, 
so  then  they  understood  not  the  abolishing  of  those  things 
which  were  to  i>ass  away  atWr  his  death;  so  that  Christ 
might  very  well  call  Jerusalem  the  holy  place,  and  the  sev- 
enth day  the  sabbath,  speaking  to  them  in  that  state. 

Query  19.  If  they  intend  not  one  and  the  same  sabbath- 
Jay,  then  which  are  the  disciples  of  Christ  to  have  respect 
unto ;  whether  that  that  Jesus  Christ  eiyoined  his  disciple 
to  have  respect  unto,  or  that  that  Isaac  Penington  would 
enjoin  the  disciples  to  have  respect  unto? 

Ans.  This  query  hath  veiy  little  in  it,  save  to  show  the 
unsavoriness  of  the  spirits  of  them  that  put  it,  and  their 
want  of  acquaintance  with  the  ministration  ^f  the  Spirit. 
They  that  know  the  gospel-sabbath  (which  is  the  substance 
of  the  law-sabbath)  can  tell  who  enjoined  it  them;  and  can 
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aldo  tell  that  he  haih  not  required  of  them  the  observation 
(if  the  JewB*  sabbath.  But  they  that  are  born  after  the  letter 
have  been  always  subject  to  revile  and  reproaeh  the  truths 
of  the  ^irit,  and  those  that  testify  thereto. 

Query  20.  If  the  Lord's  holy  sabbath  be  that  day  whieh  we 
ina>'  suppose  is  intended,  by  this  paper  sent  unto  us,  to  be 
the  day  that  contains  the  time  of  gospel  administration; 
then  whether  that  sabbath  doth  prohibit  outward  labor,  as 
well  as  abstaining  from  sin?  If  not,  then  which  way  must 
this  sabbath  be  kept?  seeing  that  they  that  did  and  do  ob* 
serve  the  weekly  sabbath,  did  and  do  it  in  the  spirit,  and 
rest  by  faith  in  Christ,  worshipping  the  Father  in  Spirit  and 
in  truth. 

Ans.  The  gospel-sabbath  begins  not  in  the  obsen^ation  of 
outward  time ;  but  as  it  is  spiritual,  so  it  hath  a  spiritual  be- 
<cinning,  increase,  and  perfecting,  wherein  there  is  a  rest  to 
the  spirit  from  sin,  and  from  the  creaturely  works,  and  a 
worshipping  in  the  Spirit;  even  as  on  the  ontward  sabbath 
there  was  a  bodily  ceasing  from  labors,  and  an  outward  wor- 
shipping.  And  he  that  heareth  the  joyful  sound  of  deliver- 
ance from  sin  and  self-working,  and  entereth  into  the  faith 
^beginning  to  cease  from  his  own  works  and  working, 
and  to  wait  in  the  Spirit  on  the  power  for  its  working  in 
him),  hath  a  taste  of  the  gospel-sabbath,  and  beginneth  to 
see  that  day  which  the  type  pointed  to,  and  ends  in. 

Query  21.  If  that  that  was  ministered  to  Paul,  Rom.  vii. 
thou  shalt  keep  the  sabbath,  or  believe  in  the  light,  follow 
the  light,  and  the  ol»ser\-ing  of  either  of  these  in  the  Spirit, 
be  a  keying  the  whole  law;  then  how  are  the  Scriptures  ob-* 
si»r\'eil,  if  the  keeping  of  one  commandment  be  a  keeping 
the  whole  law,  when  the  Iloly  Spirit  in  Scripture  says,  that 
he  that  offends  in  one  point,  is  guilty  of  all?  James  ii.  10. 

Ans.  I  did  not  say,  that  the  keeping  of  one  commandment 
U  the  keeping  of  the  whole  law;  but  that  the  observing  in 
Spirit  any  one  of  those  there  mentioned  by  rac,  is  the  keep- 
ing of  the  law.:  whieh  was  not  barely  said,  but  demonstrat- 
e<l ;  because  no  part  of  the  law  can  be  broken,  but  every 
one  of  these  must  be  broken.    He  that  commits  any  sin 
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breaks  the  gORpel-sabbath,  which  U  a  resting  from  all  sin 
and  self- works;  errs  from  the  law  of  love  received  in  the 
Spirit,  which  shuts  out  all  enmity  and  transgression  both 
against  God  and  man;  departs  from  the  fear,  which  keeps 
from  departing  from  Grod  by  any  iniquity ;  and  enters  into 
the  lust,  where  is  the  womb  of  sin,  out  of  the  compass  of 
which  womb  sin  cannot  be  conceived,  much  less  committed. 
So  that  PauU  in  that  law  received  from  the  spirit,  thou  shall 
not  lusty  saw  the  whole  body  of  sin  struck  at;  whereas  be- 
fore, under  the  ministration  of  Moses  in  the  letter  (accord- 
ing to  which  he  said  he  was  blameless)  there  was  not  so 
much  as  the  life  of  one  sin  struck  at;  but  for  all  his  exact 
answering  of  the  law  according  to  that  ministration,  he  was 
alive  still.  To  decide  this  controversy,  let  it  be  put  to  trial ; 
let  any  one  singly  wait  on  the  Loi«d  for  the  administration 
of  his  law  in  the  Spirit,  and  if  the  Lord  give  forth  that  com- 
mand to  him,  "Thou  shall  not  lust,"  in  the  clearness  of  the 
light  of  his  eternal  Spirit,  let  him  try,  if,  continuing  in  obe- 
dience and  subjection  thereto,  he  can  commit  any  one  sin 
whatsoever.  I  do  not  say,  that  a  man's  proposing  to  himself 
that  he  will  not  lust,  or  liis  striving  of  himself  to  love  and 
tear  the  Lord,  or  his  applying  himself  to  keep  the  sabbath, 
or  rest  from  sin,  to  the  Lord,  will  do  this:  nay,  this  is  but 
an  administration  in  the  letter,  and  will  prove  weak  against 
the  inward  strength  of  the  enemy;  but  receiving  the  law  in 
its  pure,  living  administration  in  the  Spirit,  and  from  the 
Spirit,  here  comes  strength  against  the  enemy,  which  is  too 
hard  for  him,  while  it  is  abode  in.  And  this  the  Apostle 
•l*aul  taught  the  Galatians,  who  were  running  backward 
toward  the  law,  and  not  forward  in  the  Spirit:  he  bids  them 
''walk  in  the  Spirit.'*  Gal.  v.  2»5.  And  so  doing,  as  they 
should  not  be  under  the  law,  ver.  18.  so  neither  should  they 
l>e  breakei's  of  the  law:  for  within  those  bounds  sin  enters 
not,  but  is  kept  out;  not  so  much  as  a  lust  against  the  law 
being  there  known,  much  less  any  open  transgression 
against  it:  and  against  such  as  thus  keep  within  the  bounds 
of  the  Spirit  there  is  no  law,  ver.  22,  28.  but  against  all  that 
make  themselves  debtors  to  the  law  of  the  letter,  there 


ISAAC  PBNINiBTON.  69 

fitand  in  force  both  the  law  of  the  letter,  and  of  the  Spirit 
also;  and  they  cannot,  in  that  state,  he  free  from  the  con- 
demnation and  curse  thereof,  whatsoever  they  may  imagine 
concerning  themselves,  and  their  own  state,  from  a  misun- 
derstanding and  misapplication  of  the  Scriptures. 


The  first  Letter  answbr^d. 

There  is  a  double  ministration  of  the  law:  a  ministra- 
tion in  the  letter,  and  a  ministration  in  the  Spirit  The 
ministration  of  the  letter  was  by  Moses,  from  Mount  Sinai, 
in  tables  of  stone,  to  that  outward  people,  the  Jews:  the 
ministration  of  the  Spirit  is  by  Christ,  from  Mount  Zion,  in 
tables  of  flesh,  to  believers,  or  his  disciples.  Kow  this  is  it 
which  the  Lord  hath  made  manifest  to  me,  that  the  disci* 
pies  of  Christ,  or  believers,  are  to  have  recourse  to  their 
admiuistmtion  for  the  receiving  of  the  law  from  the  Spirit, 
and  not  to  run  back  to  that  ministration  which  was  literal 
and  outward,  and  fitted  to  a  literal  and  outward  peopl  e, 
This  waa  more  fully  set  down  in  my  epistle  in  several  par- 
ticulars.    Now  in  opposition  to  this,  it  is  said, 

First,  That  all,  written  in  that  epistle,  makes  no  more  at 
all  against  a  gospel,  spiritual  observing  in  love  the  seventh 
day  sabbath  to  the  Lord,  than  they  make  against  a  gospel, 
spiritual  observing  of  the  other  nine  commandments. 

Ans.  My  epistle  striketh  not  at  a  gospel,  spiritual  obser- 
vation of  any  thing;  but  he  that  will  obey  spiritually,  must 
receive  his  command  from  the  Spirit,  in  that  way  which  the 
Spirit  hath  chosen  to  dispense  it  to  him.  Now  the  same 
Spirit  which  wrote  his  law  in  the  letter  under  the  old  cove- 
nant, writeth  his  law  in  the  hearts  of  believers  under  the  ' 
new  covenant,  Heb,  viii.  10.  which  is  a  better  covenant,  and 
<yf  which  covenant  Christ  is  the  mediator,  ver.  6.  and  Christ 
is  as  faithful  to  give  forth  the  laws  of  his  Spirit  in  the  hearts 
of  his  people,  as  their  condition  requires  them,  as  Moses  was 
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to  give  the  law  written  in  the  tables  of  9tone  to  hh  house* 
Heb.  iii.  5,  6,  And  as  Moses  pointed  his  disciples  to  Christ 
coming  iu  the  flesh,  so  Chfist  pointed  believers,  or  disciplen, 
to  the  Comforter,  the  Spirit  of  truth :  first  to  wait  for  him, 
and  then  to  receive  light  or  his  law  of  life  from  him :  and 
this  is  gospel,  or  new  covenant,  even  that  which  the  Spirit 
speaks  or  writes  in  the  heart:  and  this  hath  power  in  it, 
and  saveth;  whereas  the  letter  killeth. 

Now  consider  seriously,  whither  should  a  believer  go  for 
these  laws?  To  which  covenant?  To  Moses'  covenant, 
or  to  Christ's  covenant? 

Secondly,  Tliat  all  these  commands,  being  holy  and  gotxl, 
are  to  be  loved,  and  in  love  to  be  observed,  &c. 

Ans.  All  the  statutes,  atid  judlfmentH,  and  ordinances,  and 
precepts  of  the  Lord  are  holy  and  good,  and  are  to  be  loved ; 
but  each  is  to  be  obedient  to  that  which  God  requires  of 
him,  and  to  have  reootlrse  to  that  ministration  of  the  law 
of  God  to  him,  tinder  Which  God  hath  set  him.  He  that 
believes,  be  that  hath  received  the  Spirit,  is  to  have  recoui*se 
to  the  Itlw  of  faith,  and  to  the  Spirit,  for  his  light  or  law : 
he  who  was  under  the  law  of  Moj<es,  Was  to  have  recourse  to 
the  la\V  of  MoBcs;  for  the  law  of  Moses  tr[inke  to  them  who 
were  under  it  in  his  family,  givitlg  fol*th  the  precepts,  or  the 
commantlments  of  that  dispeneation,  to  them  who  wci-e 
Under  his  testament.  TIcb.  ix.  20.  And  Christ  speaks  to 
his  family  by  his  Spirit,  whom  his  disciples  ate  to  hearken 
unto,  and  not  to  grieve  him,  or  quench  Ids  motioliS,  or  de- 
spise his  prophesyings;  but  give  tliligent  heed  thereto,  until 
the  day  dawn,  and  the  day-star  arise  in  their  hearts. 

Now  to  obey  in  love  doth  not  make  the  distinction  of  the 
ministrations;  for  love  belongeth  to  each  ministration.  The 
Jews,  in  their  day,  wore  to  obey  the  law  in  love,  and  to 
.have  it  in  their  hearts.  DeUt.  vi.  5,  6.  But  this  makes  the 
difference,  the  Jews  were  to  seek  to  the  letter  for  It;  the 
disciple  is  to  receive  it  from  the  Spirit;  ft)r  he  is  to  begin  In 
the  Spirit,  Gal.  iii.  8.  whereas  the  Jew's  beginning  WttS  ip 
the  letter.  And  this  is  obedience  in  the  newness  of  the 
Spirit,  when  the  law  is  received  fresh  from  the  Spirit,  who 
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• 
lK)th  writes  new  things,  and  brings  to  remembrance  old 
things  livingly  and  powerftilly!  but  to  go  to  Moses'  minis- 
tration, and  learn  it  there,  and  get  it  into  the  heart  fW)m 
thence,  that  is  according  to  the  old  ministration  or  covenant, 
which  was  given  in  the  letter  to  the  Jews,  as  may  appear  in 
that  place  last  cited.  Dent.  vi.  5,  6. 

Thirdly,  That  in  the  same  Spirit  and  love  that  we  have 
the  Lord  for  our  God,  &c.,  in  the  same  we  are  to  remember 
the  sabbatb-^lay  to  keep  it  holy. 

Ans.  The  Lord  teaeheth  believers  to  know  him  to  be  the 
only  true  God,  &c,,  by  the  law  of  the  covenant  of  life  in 
Christ  Jesus,  which  he  ministers  to  their  spirits  in  the 
Spirit;  whereby  he  teacheth  them  so  clearly  and  effectually, 
that  they  need  not  nm  back  to  the  tables  of  Moses'  cove- 
nant, from  thence  to  teach  one  another  to  know  the  Lord  5 
but  they  shall  all  know  him  from  his  teaching,  from  the 
least  to  the  greatest:  yea,  and  I  may  add  this;  this  cove- 
nant, by  its  ministration,  teacheth  more  clearly  than  the 
ministration  of  Moses'  law  in  the  letter  could  teach.  Heb. 
vill.  10, 11.  They  that  have  been  with  Moses,  and  have 
learned  the  law  of  him,  under  the  ministration  of  his  cove- 
nant, have  yet  need  of  coming  to  Christ;  but  they  that 
IiBVB  been  with  Christ,  and  have  learned  the  law  of  his 
Spirit,  by  the  teachings  of  the  new  covenant  in  their  hearts, 
have  not  need  of  being  sent  back  to  Moses.  Moses  point. 
eth  forward  to  Christ ;  but  Christ  (even  in  the  flesh)  send* 
eth  not  his  disciples  from  his  own  dispensation  back  to  Mo- 
ses (though  he  also  established  the  dispensation  of  Moses 
for  its  season),  but  pointeth  them  forward  to  the  Comforter, 
or  to  his  appearance  In  th^  Spirit.  And  this  is  the  mark  of 
a  Christian,  which  it  is  the  intent  of  the  letter  to  direct  him 
to,  and  not  for  him  to  fix  in  the  letter,  as  men  have  done 
since  the  apostasy  from  the  Spirit. 

This  argument  is  fhrther  enforced  thus,  because  he  that 
said  the  other,  said  this  in  the  same  law  and  spirit. 

Am*  It  is  true,  he  that  said  the  other  by  Moses  to  the 
Jews,  said  this  also  to  them,  and  they  were  strictly  bound 
Aer^to;  but  that  wht<»h  bimlft  th^  dUoipl^  is  thp  ministra- 
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tion  of  the  new  covenaut,  where  Christ  writes  this  law  in 
the  minds  and  spirits  of  his  people,  by  which  they  are 
bound,  and  snch  as  are  out  of  that,  the  Lord,  when  he  Com- 
eth to  examine  them  concerning  tlieir  fkith  and  obedience,  * 
will  gay  to  them,  "Who  hath  required  this  at  your  hands  ? 
Were  ye  children  of  the  new  covenant?  Did  ye  receive 
the  spirit?  Had  ye  a  measure  of  faith  given  you?  Were 
ye  new  creatures?  Why  did  you  not  keep  to  your  rule? 
Why  did  ye  not  wait  on  the  spirit,  and  receive  the  law  from 
the  New  Jerusalem,  from  whence  it  issues  forth  to  the  fam- 
ily of  believers?  "  The  Jews  were  to  be  taught  by  precepts 
and  judgments  from  Moses;  but  "all  thy  ehildren  shall  be 
taught  of  the  Lord.*' 

It  is  said  yet  further,  "so  that  if  thou  keepest  the  other, 
and  not  this,  thou  art  a  transgressor  of  the  Royal  Law  of 

LIBERTY. 

Ans.  What  is  tlie  royal  law?  What  is  the  law  of  liberty? 
Was  the  law  as  it  was  administered  by  Moses  the  royal 
Jaw?  Or  is  it  the  ix)yal  law  as  it  is  administered  by  the  Son, 
who  is  the  King  of  saints,  and  writes  his  law  in  their  hearts, 
OH  their  King?  Again,  was  the  law,  wliich  Moses  admini»< 
tered  to  the  Jews,  a  law  of  liberty,  or  a  law  of  bondage?  Did 
not  the  ministration  on  Mount  Sinai  gender  to  bondage? 
Gal.  iv.  24.  But  in  the  ministration  of  the  law  by  the  Spirit 
i.s  life  and  liberty,  ver.  26.  and  2  Cor.  iii.  17.  And  this  very 
law,  "Thou  shalt  love  thy  neighbor  as  thyself,"  is  royal, 
and  a  law  of  pure  liberty,  and  there  is  no  bondage  in  it  thuii 
administered:  but  let  any  man  now  read  it  in  the  letter, 
and  strive  to  obey  it  to  the  utmost  he  oau,  he  shall  find  it 
weak  through  the  flesh,  accusing  and  imbondagiug  him. 
And  this  is  the  reason  that  Christians  so  mourn  in  their 
prayers,  even  as  persons  in  bonds,  because  they  know  not 
the  royal  law  of  liberty;  because  they  feel  not  the  love 
which  the  Spirit  begets,  but  strive  to  get  the  letter  intc» 
their  hearts,  and  to  answer  the  commands  in  the  letter  with 
what  love  and  obedience  they  can  come  at;  and  this 
(through  not  seeing  into  the  true  covenant  and  ministry  of 
Christ)  they  ^U  obeying  in  the  Spirit.  .  The  testimony  of 
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J«8UA«  Rev.  xii.  17.  b  ^e  Spirit  of  prophecy,  chap.  xix.  10; 
Mid  biB  commandmentacome  fresh  from^that  Spirit  of  proph- 
ecj,  which  are  to  be  taken  heed  to  till  the  day  dawn,  and 
the  day-star  arise,  and  then  a  fuller  ministration  is  wit- 
nessed than  that  of  prophecy,  even  the  shining  and  appear- 
♦  ing  of  that  which  was  prophesied  of,  which  ^very  believer 
is  to  wait  for  in  the  prophecies  of  the  Spirit,  and  in  obedi- 
ence to  those  commands,  which  come  livingly  into  his  heart 
from  the  Spirit  of  prophecy. 

Fonithly,  That  the  fourth  command  is  to  be  in  love  kept 
by  all  believers. 

Ans.  All  the  commands  of  Christ's  covenant  are  to  be 
kept  by  believers,  according  as  he  pleases  to  diBpensc 
them  under  his  administration  in  the  new  covenant:  but 
the  laws  of  the  old  covenant  are  not  the  laws  of  the  new  cov- 
enant, us  so  dispcuRcd;  but  only  as  they  are  comprehend- 
ed in  the  risrhteousness  which  is  taught  and  required  by 
the  8f»irit,  which  is  fuller,  stricter,  and  exacter  than  that 
which  the  law  of  Moses  required. 

Nor  do  I  hereby  go  about  to  teach  any  to  break  the 
least  of  Christ's  commands,  but  the  way  to  fulfil  them ; 
which  is  by  keeping  to  the  certain  knowledge  and  obedi- 
ence of  them,  in  that  ministration  where  Christ  hath  prom- 
ised to  dispense  and  make  them  known  to  believers,  whicli 
is  under  tlic  ministry  of  his  own  covenant,  writing  them  in 
their  hearts  and  minds  by  his  Spirit.  And  here  the  keep- 
ing of  all  Christ's  commands  is  possible;  yea,  this  is  the 
only  w:iy  to  have  the  righteousness  of  the  law  fulfilled  in 
Qs;  for  lie  that  keeps  the  eye  which  the  Spirit  hath  opened 
in  him  close  to  the  Spirit,  shall  not  be  able  to  break  any 
law  of  righteousness,  but  the  righteousness  even  of  Moses' 
law  shall  be  fulfilled  in  him. 

Christ  is  the  vcdi  of  the  gospel  (as  he  is  also  the  holy 
land;:  believing  is  the  ontoring  into  this  rest;  here  is  his 
sabbath,  and  the  keeping  of  it.  Keep  in  the  faith,  the  gos- 
pel rest  is  kept,  railing  with  every  lust  that  he  makes 
manifest,  observing  Qvery  thing  that  this  King  calls  for  by 
bis  Spirit,  and  waiting  for  the  further  manifestation  or 
Vol.  II.—  7 
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•hilling  of  the  light  of  hiB  Spirit  ia  <he  heart:  herein  the 
obedience  of  the  fAitb,  and  the  holy  and  epiritiial  life  and 
subjection  of  the  living  soul  to  its  living  King.  Here  is  the 
beginning  of  a  true  Christian,  his  growth,  Ixis  perfection ; 
but  as  for  times,  places,  persons,  &c«,  these  are  of  another 
nature,  to  another  part;  even  to  that  part  in  man  which  is 
to  be  done  away,  as  he  comes  into  the  faith,  and  into  the 
rest  Let  that  which  is  invisible,  whose  habitation  is  out  of 
the  reasoning  part,  feel  and  read  me  in  that  which  is 
invisible:  for  I  do  not  make  void  the  law  by  faith,  or 
through  publishing  the  ministry  of  the  Spirit;  but  establish 
it  in  its  ministration  in  the  Spirit  to  the  disciples  of  Christ; 
who  keeping  to  the  Spirit,  cannot  transgress  the  righteous- 
ness of  it,  though  they  may  there  learn  not  to  esteem  one 
day  above  another,  but  to  esteem  every  day,  no  days  having 
overbad  any  real  holiness  in  them  one  above  another;  but 
only  a  figurative,  or  representative,  which  the  substance, 
Chnst  and  his  Gospel,  swallows  up :  for  as  his  dsiy  dawns, 
those  things  which  were  the  shadows  of  it  fly  away. 


Tub  Second  Letter  answered. 

Object.  1.  It  is  said  to  be  "dangerous  so  to  hold  forth  the 
spiritual  sabbatism,  as  to  deny  the  weekly  sabbath,  wherein 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  rested,  &e.,  and  which  he  blessed 
and  sanctified  to  Adam  and  his  posterity,*'  &c. 

Ans.  The  gospel  is  a  state  of  substance,  of  fulfilling  the 
types  and  shadows  of  the  law,  by  bringing  believers  into 
the  possession  of  that  which  they  signified  of.  Canaan  was 
a  type  of  Christ,  who  is  the  land  of  the  living,  in  whom  ev- 
ery believer  bath  a  habitation  at  present,  according  to  the 
proportion  of  his  faith :  and  the  sabbath  is  the  day  of  rest, 
which  every  believer  is  to  celebrate  to  Christ  in  this  holy 
laud,  which  he  doth  by  believing  and  obeying  his  Spirit  in 
the  faith,  which  keepeth  him  out  of  the  sin,  the  unbelief, 
the  unrest    But  that  the  sabbath  of  the  law,  the  rest  there- 
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*of,  wbieh  pointed  to  the  faith,  is  still  to  be  held  up  in  the 
times  of  the  gospel,  I  know  no  scripture  which  so  teacheth, 
and  I  know  somewhat  which  teacheth  me  otiicrwise.  The 
day  is  dawned,  bleased  be  the  Lord  God  Almighty ;  the 
everlasting  day  is  dawned,  and  the  shadows  of  the  law  are 
flown  away. 

Object.  2,  It  is  said,  that  "Heb.  iv.  speaks  of  three  rests, 
the  seventh  day,  or  sabbath  rest,  Israel's  rest  in  Canaan, 
and  a  remaining  rest,  whereof  David  speaks/'  Psa.  xcv. 

Ans.  I  grant  it;  there  were  two  rests  under  the  law, 
which  were  signs  of  the  one  rest  under  the  gospel.  The 
two  under  the  law  were  outward  and  natural,  the  one  un- 
der the  gospel  inward  and  spiritual,  answerable  to  the  state 
of  the  gospel.  David  was  not  only  acquainted  with  the  law 
state,  but  with  the  free  spirit,  (Psalm,  li)  and  the  eternal  law 
thereof.  lie  knew  the  new  creati(ni,  the  creating  of  a  new 
spirit  (with  its  travel  through  the  law)  and  also  the  new  rest. 
He  knew  the  circumcision  of  the  heart,  the  sfjiritual  sacrifi- 
ces of  a  broken  heart  and  of  praise ;  he  tould  take  the  cup 
of  salvation,  and  sing  the  song  of  praise  to  the  Lord,  which 
none  can  do  in  the  sti*ange  land,  nor  on  any  other  day 
I5ut  the  day  of  rest.  And  he  incites  Israel  to  this  rest,  that 
they  might  not  harden  their  hearts  against  it;  but  in  the 
day  of  their  visitation  enter  into  It,  by  hearkening  to  the 
Word  which  was  nigh  them,  which  gives  the  entrance 
through  the  faith.  '*  To-day,  if  ye  will  hear  his  voice,  hard- 
en not  your  hearts,'*  &c.  There  is  a  rest  ye  are  now  called 
to  enter  into,  as  your  fothers  were  called  to  enter  into  the 
land*of  Canaan:  harden  not  your  hearts  as  they  did;  but 
hear  the  voice,  hear  the  word  W'hich  calls  to  this  rest,  be- 
lieve and  enter.  This  rest  remains,  says  the  apostle ;  the 
others  were  types  of  it  under  the  law  state,  which  was  to 
psum  aw*ay. 

Object.  8.  It  is  said,  "ceremonial  signs  are  done  away, 
bnt  the  ten  commands  under  the  merey-seat  are  of  another 
nature :  and  that  th^rc  are  sigtis  which  are  not  yet  abolished 
(as  tlie  raitt-bow,  son,  moon,  and  stars),  but  itill  remain  for 
as  to  mukt  good  use  of/* 
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Ans.  The  mercy-aeat  uuder  the  law  is  done  away,  and 
the  substance  thereof  ia  come ;  and  will  ye  not  give  him 
leave  to  write  hia  law  in  the  tables  which  he  shall  choose, 
where  his  disciples  may  read  it  witli  the  eye  wjiich  he  gives? 
Is  his  law  now  to  be  read  in  the  shadow,  or  with  the  out- 
ward eye,  or  to  be  looked  for  under  the  old  mercy-seat  of 
the  outward  tabernacle?  Or  is  it  to  be  read  with  the  eye  of 
the  new  creature,  with  the  eye  of  faith,  with  the  eye  of  the 
Spirit,  in  the  everlasting  gospel,  where  the  life  itself  is  read, 
and  in  other  books  or  writings  without,  but  tidings  or  rela- 
tions of  the  life?  Here  Christ,  here  the  Spirit,  here  the 
eternal  life,  here  the  love,  the  joy,  tlie  peace,  the  rest,  the 
purity,  which  are  eternal,  arc  seen,  are  felt,  are  handled,  are 
enjoyed:  for  the  ti-ue  faith  is  indeed  the  substance  of  the 
things  hoped  for,  givin<^  victory  over  the  enemies  which 
disturb,  and  a  quiet  habitation  in  him  who  is  the  rest. 

And  as  touching  signs,  I  do  jiot  say  that  signs  are  so  done 
away  as  that  there  is  now  no  good  use  to  be  made  of  them; 
but  in  reading  the  law,  and  shadows  thereof,  the  Lord  may 
please,  by  his  Spirit,  to  enlighten  the  spirit  of  him  who 
roads  in  his  fear  to  see  tlirough  them :  but  this  I  do  not 
tind,  that  so  much  as  any  one  sign  or  shadow  uuder  the  law 
was  to  be  continued  in  that  way  of  service  under  the  gospel; 
for  indeed  to  what  end  should  it?  When  that  ia  come 
which  it  signified,  is  not  its  work  at  an  end?  And  that  that 
sabbath  was  given  for  a  sign  (as  well  as  any  other  sabbaths 
of  the  law)  I  find  expressly.  Exod.  xxxi.  18  to  18. 

Object.  4.  It  h  said,  "That  though  Christ's  law  be  a  now 
law;  yet  it  is  also  old,  given  of  old  to  the  Jews." 

Ans.  Yea,  it  is  older  than  so;  for  it  was  written  in  AbeVs 
and  the  other  holy  men's  hearts,  long  before  this  covenant 
of  the  law  in  writing  was  made  with  the  Jews.  And  con- 
sider well  which  is  now  to  stand  in  the  times  of  the  gospel, 
the  writing  of  the  law  by  the  Spirit  in  the  hearts  of  believ- 
ers, as  it  was  written  by  virtue  of  the  promise  before  the 
law  was  given,  or  the  outward  aud  visible  writing  under 
the  law,  which  was  done  for  the  sake  of,  and  a»a  suitable 
dispensation  for,  that  outward  people.    It  was  nfii  thus  from 
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the  begiBniog;  iMit-aAer  n  img  tMiec  fcr  w1m»  Qod  ^ 
au  ootwttrd  people,  lie  ehose  eko  this  way  ef  writuig  te  ^« 
nify  Bomewhat  by;  wkich  sigaiftcalioii  is  eMcerniag  an- 
other state;  in  which  stale,  that  which  was  e^iAed  is  to 
be  set  up  and  advaneed,  and  act  the  shadowa  which  were 
significaut  of  it. 

It  is  farther  said,  ^That  the  Lord  writes  these  tilings  new 
in  his  people's  heartSy  to  know  the  Lord,  as  their  God,  and 
as  the  God  and  Father  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  aa  their  Father 
in  him ;  and  to  love  their  brethren  as  Obrist  loved  them. 
And  be  writes  this  law  also  in  their  hearts,  *Thon  shah 
have  no  other  gods  but  me;  make  no  image,  exalt  my 
name,  keep  holy  the  sabbath,' "  kc. 

Ans-  If  Gad  write  theae  things  in  the  heart,  are  they  not 
to  be  read  there?  If  God  write  them  in  the  new  covenant, 
and  in  the  new  tables,  shall  not  I  read  them  there?  And  if 
I  can  read  there  in  this  living  book  what  God  writes  in  it 
by  his  Spirit,  is  not  this  nearer  to  rae,  and  clearer,  and  read 
by  a  more  certain  eye,  than  what  I  can  read  with  my  out- 
ward eye  in  tables  of  stone  ?  Oh !  do  not  turn  the  believer 
out  of  his  way:  do  not  hinder  him  from  reading  in  the 
book,  which  is  clear  and  infalliblo,  the  clear  and  infallible 
things  of  God.  Will  God  write  in  my  heart,  and  will  he 
not  give  me  an  eye  to  rciul?  Shall  he  give  me  an  eye  to 
read,  and  shall  I  not  read  tliercwith?  Thou  hast  here  coa- 
fcssed  this  to  be  the  new  writing,  nnd  the  new  writing  be- 
longs to  the  new  covenant;  both  which  are  proper  to  the 
gospel  state,  and  to  Christ's  mediation,  who  is  Mediator  of 
the  new  covenant.  Ileb.  viii.  6.  "And  in  that  he  saith,  a 
new,  he  hath  made  the  first  old.  Now  tliat  which  decayoth 
and  waxeth  old  is  ready  to  vanish  away."  ver.  13. 

Object  5.  It  is  said,  **That  love  being  the  sum  and  sub- 
stance of  the  law  of  the  Spirit,  makes  no  more  against  the 
fourth  commandment  than  against  the  rest." 

Ans.  IjOvc  is  the  substance  of  them  all,  and  they  are  all 
fulfilled  in  it;  but  they  are  not  after  this  manner  fulfilled; 
to  vfity  that  a  man  should  strive  particularly  to  keep  them  iu 
his  eve,  and  so  labor  to  fulfil  them  in  love;  but  rather  thus, 
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m  \niAng  on  4lie  Lord,  to  rewive  lore  finMi  him,  and  to  be 
kept  by  him  'm  Ike  love;  in  thie  lore  received  tbey  are  all 
fo^Hed^  aod  icaunot  be  broken,  and  this  is  an  eaay  yoke. 
This  is  ihB  neat^-  birth,  and  the  path  thereof;  the  other  ia  but 
the  old  ereafoiro,  with  its  striving  after  the  path  and  inher- 
itance of  life.  And  as  this  love  is  the  fulfilling  of  the  law, 
so  the  heart  is  the  tables  oi  this  love,  wherein  Ood  writeth 
both  the  whole  and  all  the  parts  of  his  law.  Now  I  am  not 
against  any  man,  who,  in  singleness  of  heart,  applies  him- 
self to  the  letter;  yet  it  is  but  the  old  way,  and  a  conversing 
with  Christ  after  the  manner  of  Moses*  dispensation ;  but  I 
must  confess  that  I  am  for  the  new  covenant,  and  for  the 
ministry  of  the  Spirit,  which  is  far  beyond  the  letter;  and 
though  I  have  known  Christ  and  the  laws  of  his  life  after 
the  flesh ;  yet  henceforth  my  desire  is  not  after  knowing 
him  so  any  more,  but  to  know  him  in  the  eternal  life  of  his 
Spirit,  and  to  drink  of  the  fruit  of  the  vine,  new  with  him 
in  his  Father's  kingdom. 
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A  BSIKF 

EXPLICATION 

OP  MB  MYSTERY  of  the 

SIX  DAYS'  LABOR, 

AND 

SEVENTH  DAY'S  SABBATH, 

For  such  to  behold,  the  eye  of  whose  Spirit 

is  opened  by  the  pare  Anointing;  and  who  are  not  so 

drowned  in  their  Conceivings  and  Reasonings  about 

the  Sense  of  the  letter,  as  most  of  the 

Professors  of  this  Age  are. 

Come  unto  me,  aU  ye  that  labor^  and  are  heavy  ladsn,  and  I  will  give 
you  rc»t.  Take  my  yoke  upon  you,  and  learn  of  mc,  for  I  ani  meek  and 
lowly  in  heart,  and  yc  shall  find  rest  unto  your  «ouU;  for  my  yoke  is  easy, 
and  my  burden  is  light.    Hat.  xi.  28,  29,  80. 


Hk  that  hears  the  joyful  sound  of  the  ever-living  power, 
calliog  him  by  the  voice  of  his  eternal  light  ont  of  the  dark- 
nessi  out  of  the  death,  out  of  the  misery,  out  of  the  domin- 
ionsy  territories,  and  deep  slavery  of  Satan  unto  himself,  and 
Cometh  unto  him  in  the  virtue  and  power  of  that  life  which 
calletb,  he  hath  a  taste  given  him  of  the  eternal  rest,  and  a 
promise  of  entering  into  it. 

But  the  entrance  into  the  fulness  thereof  is  not  presently ; 
but  he  hath  a  long  jouniey  to  take  from  Egypt,  the  dark 
land;  from  Sodom,  the  filthy  land ;  from  Babylon,  where  all 
the  vessels  and  holy  things  of  Qod  have  been  defiled, 
through  the  wilderness  unto  Canaan ;  and  many  battles  are 
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to  be  fought  with  enemies  by  the  way,  and  also  with  the 
enemies  which  possess  the  holy  land;  and  many  hardships 
to  be  undergone  in  following  the  Captain,  who  also  leadeth 
his  Israel  by  a  pillar  of  cloud  by  day,  and  by  a  pillar  of  fire 
by  night;  and  th^re  must  be  a  circumcisiou  and  baptism  in 
the  cloud  and  in  the  sea,  and  the  falling  of  all  those  car- 
casses in  the  wilderness,  which  are  not  to  enter,  nor  so 
much  as  see,  the  good  land,  before  the  entrance  be  minis- 
tered to  the  seed,  and  to  that  which  passeth  through  the 
water  and  throu^  the  fire  w^th  the  seed.  In  plain  terms, 
there  must  bo  a  taking  up  of  the  yoke,  and  a  learning  of 
Christ  under  the  yoke,  till  the  proud,  the  stifi*  the  stubborn, 
the  wise,  the  wilful,  the  selfish  spirit,  the  hard,  stony  hearty 
be  wasted  and  worn  out  by  the  cross,  and  nothing  Icfc  but 
what  becomes  one  with  the  seed,  and  so'  is  fit  to  be  married 
to  it,  and  to  enter  with  it  into  the  everlasting  kingdom. 

Now  this  bearing  the  yoke,  this  taking  up  of  the  cross, 
this  following  of  Christ  in  the  wilderness,  through  the  cor- 
rections of  the  Father,  through  the  bufietings  and  tempta- 
tions of  the  enemy,  in  the  midst  of  all  the  weaknesses  and 
frailties  of  the  flesh,  going  when  he  bids  go,  standing  stilt 
where  he  stops,  fighting  when  he  prepares  for  the  warfare, 
bearing  the  repulse  when  he  suffers  the  enemy  to  prevail, 
and  hoping,  even  beyond  hope,  for  his  relief  and  victory  in 
due  season :  her^  is  the^  labor,  here  is  the  travail,  here  is  the 
working  under  the  life,  with  the  measure  of  grace  and  power 
received  fi*om  the  life.  So  that,  first,  the  day-spring  from 
on  high  visits;  from  that  visitation  there  is  light  eqtered 
into  the  heart;  by  closing  with  that  light  there  is  grace  re^ 
ceived ;  with  this  grace  received  there  is  work  to  be  done 
for  Qod ;  ^lis  talent  is  to  be  improved  all  the  six  days,  by  all 
that  will  rest  with  him  on  the  seventh,  and  that  desire  to 
cease  from  their  labors  in  the  fruition  of  the  faith,  the  life, 
the  power;  the  power  living,  becoming,  and  performing  all 
in  them.  And  he  that  doth  not  improve  the  talent;  ho 
that  doth  not  follow  on  in  the  pure  light,  but  either  sits 
down  by  the  way,  or  is  deceived  with  an  image  of  what  once 
was  true  in  him,  he  can  never  arrive  at  the  land  >>f  rest  (though 
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perhayti  lie  may  arrive  at  that  which  he  may  call  so),  but 
when  the  eternal  witness  awakes  in  him,  he  will  find  the 
want  of  it,  and  bitterly  bewail  his  giievous  mistake. 

Now  in«this  hard  travail  and  grievous  labor  nnder  the 
close  laws  and  spiritual  commandments  of  the  life  (hard  I 
mean,  yea,  very  hard,  to  the  unrenewed  part,  though  easy 
and  natural  to  that  piut  which  is  renewed  and  bom  of  God), 
it  pieaseth  the  Lord  now  and  then  to  give  a  day  of  refresh- 
ment, eaosing  his  life  so  powerfully  to  spring  up,  that  it  even 
sensibly  is  and  doeth  all  in  the  heart.  This  is  a  sabbath, 
wherein  the  soul  rests  in  the  powerful  movings  and  opera- 
tions of  the  life,  and  doth  not  find  any  stress  of  trouble,  or 
hardship,  or  labor  upon  it ;  but  sits  still  in  the  power,  is  at 
ease  in  the  life,  in  the  eternal  virtue,  which  lives,  and 
moves,  and  is  all  in  it;  and  no  pain,  no  trouble,  no  griev- 
ousness  of  any  command  is  felt;  but  to  it  all  is  easy,  all  is 
natural,  all  is  purely  pleasant ;  the  life  (to  which  all  its  own 
laws,  statutes,  ordinances,  judgments,  ways,  and  paths  are 
easy)  performing  all  it  calls  for,  even  as  fast  as  it  calls  for 
it  And  here,  not  only  a  sabbath  of  days,  but  also  a  sabbath 
of  weeks,  yea,  sometimes  a  sabbath  of  years  (besides  the  ev- 
erlasting jubilee,  or  year  of  perfect  redemption  itself)  is 
known  and  witnessed  by  such  as  have  waited  on  the  Lord 
in  singleness  of  heart,  under  the  yoke  of  his  Spirit,  for  the 
bringing  down  of  the  rough  and  untoward  nature,  and  for 
die  raising  up  of  the  meek  and  lowly  heart. 

But  here  it  is  exceeding  easy  funning  out,  and  starting 
aside;  it  is  easy  running  out  from  under  the  yoke,  to  avoid 
the  bitterness  of  the  hardship  to  the  earthly  part;  it  is  much 
easier  ranning  out  on  the  day  of  rest,  and  so  losing  the 
truth  in  a  joy  and  rejoicing,  even  such  a  one  as  might  have 
a  true  ground.  Oh!  who  can  bdl  think  the  bitterness  of 
death  is  past,  when  all  enemies  are  vanished,  and  there  is 
nothing  left  but  the  Lord  and  the  soul  embracing  each 
other !  And  who  can  but  be  unwilling  to  come  ba<!k  again 
to  his  labor,  and  to  the  residne  of  his  bard  travail  afterward  ? 
And  yet  it  is  &r  belter  to  return  to  thcwerk  in  the  vine- 
yard, and  to  suAsr  again  inth  the  seed,  tliau  to  keep  up  the 
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rest  in  a  notion,  and  so  to  lose  the  life  and  pnre  presence 
and  virtue  of  the  seed,  when  it  returns  unto,  and  calls  back 
to  the  labor.  Oh,  hovr  many  have  perished  here !  suffering 
a  divorce  from  that  which  led  them  into  the  rest^not  being 
willing  to  go  back  again  with  it  to  fill  up  the  residue  of  its 
sufferings,  which  were  yet  behind,  and  so  have  kept  up  a 
false,  dead,  notional  rest,  after  the  true  sabbath  was  ended. 

JSTow  there  is  no  way  for  such,  but  to  wait  to  feel  the  liv- 
ing breath,  the  quickening  virtue,  the  day-spring  from  on 
high,  which,  by  the  brightness  of  its  rising,  can  discover 
this  false  rest,  this  dead  rest,  this  notional  rest,  this  ease  in 
the  earthly,  in  the  fle^shly,  in  the  understanding  part,  which 
they  uphold  by  things  they  have  formerly  gathered  from 
the  Scriptures,  or  from  their  own  (perhaps  once  living)  ex- 
periences; but  now  hold  out  of  the  feeling  and  possession 
of  the  life,  in  the  dead  part.  But  that  it  is  tlius  with  them 
they  can  never  see,  until  the  light  from  which  they  have 
erred  spring  up  and  discover  it  to  them ;  and  when  the  light 
doth  arise  and  discover  it,  they  will  find  the  way  of  return, 
and  the  path  of  redemption,  much  more  difficult  to  them 
than  it  was  at  first:  yet  it  is  better  to  part  with  the  ease  of 
the  flesh,  and  to  Undergo  the  pangs  ef  a  new  birth,  than  to 
miss  of  the  inheritance  in  the  good  land. 

There  are  three  steps  or  degrees  of  the  blessed  estate: 
First,  there  are  desire^j  thirstings^^and  breathings,  begotim 
after  the  life  Secondly,  there  is  a  labming  in  the  service  (un* 
'  der  the  yoke)  6y  the  virtue  tchieh  springs  from  ike  life.  Thirdly, 
there  is  a  rea^,  or  sitting  down  at  ease  in  the  life.  By  the  stir- 
ring  of  life  in  the  soul,  desires  after  life  are  kindled.  He  in 
whom  the  desires  are  kindled,  and  who  feeleth  the  eternal 
virtue,  cannot  but  be  running  the  race;  he  whom  the  Spirit 
of  the  Loixl  iindeth  faithftil  in  running  the  race,  it  pltaseth 
the  Lord  ev^r  and  anon  to  be  giviug  him  a  taste  of  the  rest 
Thus  the  spring  stirring,  the  aoui  cannot  but  move  towards 
its  centre;  and  as  H  enteretb  into  and  ixeth  in  its  centre, 
it  partakclh  oi  the  rest.  Now  td  know  the  leadings  of  the 
Spirit  forward  and  backward  into  thesa,  into  desires,  when 
he  pleasoih;  iiilt  the  labor  and  sarvioe  of  tka  life,  Wrhea  hm 
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pleaaeth';  into  the  sweet  rest  and  perfect  repose  in  the  life, 
when  he  pleaaeth ;  here  is  the  safety  atid  sweet  progress  of 
the  renewed  spirit.  That  man  who  is  born  of  the  Spirit  is 
to  wait  for  the  movings,  breathings,  and  kindlings  of  the 
Spirit  in  him:  and  when  the  Sun  ariseth,  he  is  to  go  forth 
to  his  labor  in  the  light  thereof,  and  in  the  night  and  with- 
drawing of  the  Sun,  to  retire;  and  when  his  seventh  day  of 
rest  comes,  he  is  to  receive  it  from,  and  enjoy  it  in,  the 
Spirit;  and  afterwards  to  be  willing  to  begin  his  week 
again,  even  till  his  whole  race  and  the  full  course  of  his 
pilgrimage  be  finished.  Yet  if  it  were  possible  for  man, 
after  he  is  come  to  Christ,  to  abide  perfectly  witli  him,  to 
cease  from  lust,  to  keep  within  the  faith,  to  draw  naturally 
in  the  yoke,  to  bow  in  the  spirit  continually  to  the  Father  of 
spirits,  there  would  be  a  continual  sabbath  kept  in  the  pas- 
sage, even  before  the  great,  full,  and  perfect  sabbath  in  tlie 
end.  The  hardness  and  uneasiness  of  the  labor  is  because 
of  a  part  contrary  to  the  life,  which,  when  it  is  worn  out, 
there  will  be  no  more  labor,  but  the  yoke  will  become  the 
rest,  and  all  the  motions  and  operations  of  life  will  flow 
forth  naturally  in  the  rest.  And  here  is  "the  patience  and 
faith  of  the  saints,*'  to  wait  under  the  yoke,  under  the  daily 
eroes  to  that  part  which  is  to  be  brought  and  kept  under, 
till  all  the  bonds  of  captivity  be  broken  through  by  the  life, 
and  the  veil  of  flesh  rent  from  the  top  to  the  bottom  (the 
remaining  of  which  is  that  which  stops  the  free  current  of 
life),  and  then  shall  the  soul  enter  into  the  holy  of  holies, 
obtaining,  the  full  possession  of  the  everlasting  inheritance, 
and  of  the  eternal  redemption,  and  know  sf)rrow,  teai^s, 
bonds,  sickness,  death,  captivity  (no  not  so  much  as  grap* 
gling  with  tHem,  or  travelling  out  of  them)  no  more;  but 
the  enjoyment  of  the  plenty  and  fulness  of  the  life,  reading 
all  the  pleasant  fruits  of  life  in  the  rich  land  of  life  for 
evermore. 
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That  thej  may  Hear  and  Consider,  and  their  Hearts  at 
length  may  be  turned  towards  that  which  alone  is  able  to 
Convert  them  to  God;,  that  they  may  once  more  become 
his  People,  and  enter  into  an  Everlasting  Covenant  with 
him  that  may  not  be  broken ;  that  so  they  may  abide  in 
his  Love  aad  Covenant  of  Life,  and  remain  his  People 
for  ever. 


Consideration  1.  What  great  lovcj  mercy ^  and  kindness  God 
showed  to  that  people^  above  all  nations  and  peoples  under  heaven! 
Of  his  own  free  love  he  set  his  heart  upon  them,  choosing 
them  to  be  a  people  to  himself.  He  brought  them  out  of 
Egypt,  by  a  mighty  hand  and  an  outstretched  arm;  he 
mightily  preserved  them  in,  and  led  them  through,  the  wil- 
derness. He  entered  into  a  covenant  with  them  to  become 
their  (Jod,  and  betrothed  them  unto  himself  for  his  own  lot 
and  inheritance.  He  gave  them  righteous  laws,  judg- 
ments, statutes,  and  ordinances,  both  of  worship  towards 
him,  and  of  an  upright  demeanor  and  conversation  among 
themselves,  and  towards  all  men.  He  drove  out  the  heath- 
en from  before  them,  and  gave  them  a  pleasant  land 
to  possess,  even  the  glory  of  all  lands,  a  land  flowing  with 
milk  and  honey.  He  built  a  habitation  for  himself  among 
them ;  first  a  moving  sanctuary  or  tabernacle,  afterwards  a 
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more  settled  abiding  place  or  temple  (which  Solomon  built), 
wherein  was  tlie  ark  of  his  presence,  where  he  was  to  be 
sought  unto  and  inquired  of  by  them,  and  towards  which 
their  prayere  were  to  be  directed;  and  there  was  a  mercy- 
seat,  whereof  they  had  large  experience;  and  he  ever  and 
anon  sent  prophets  among  them,  to  reprove  their  errors  and 
backslidingv^,  and  to  set  them  to  rights  again.  He  raised 
up  judges  likewise  to  defend  them ;  and  although  they  were 
weary  of  his  government,  desiring  a  king,  after  the  manner 
of  the  natioiiS,  so  vehemently,  that  they  even  forced  a  king 
from  him,  yet  he  took  him  away  from  them,  and  after  him, 
chose  "  a  man  after  his  own  heart,  to  feed  Jacob  his  people, 
and  Israel  his  inheritance;  who  fed  them  according  to  the 
integrity  of  his  heart,  and  guided  them  by  the  skilfulness  of 
his  hands/'  What  should  I  say  more?  What  was  wanting 
of  love,  of  care,  of  goodness,  of  kindness,  of  mercy,  of  gen- 
tleness, of  any  thing  that  a  people  could  desire  of  their 
God?  I  say,  what  was  wanting  of  all  this  on  God's  part? 
What  could'  he  have  done  more  for  his  vineyard  than  he 
did  do?  Nay,  he  emptied  upon  them  all  the  goodness,  all 
the  mercy,  love,  favor,  &e.,  that  that  covenant  would  hold  to 
the  full;  yea,  and  more  too;  for  he  bare  with  them  more 
than  that  covenant  required  him  (o  bear,  and  redeemed 
them  oftener  than  that  covenant  engaged  him;  "yea,  many 
times  turned  he  his  auger  away,  and  did  not  stir  up  all  his 
wrath,"  as  he  might  often  have  done  according  to  the  tenor 
of  that  covenant.  "Yea,  in  all  their  afflictions  he  was  afflict- 
ed, and  the  angel  of  his  presence  saved  them:"  and  he  was 
still  ready  to  say  in  his  heart,  "  Surely  they  are  my  people, 
children  that  will  not  lie;"  at  length  they  will  see  their  er- 
ror, repent,  and  be  true  to  me ;  insomuch  as  he  was  never 
weary  of  saving  them,  of  trying  them  again  and  again;  of 
stirring  up  his  bowels  of  love  and  pity  to  redeem  them;  of 
sending  his  servants  and  prophets  among  them  to  warn  and 
reclaim  them,  even  till  at  last  it  was  manifest,  that  there  was 
no  remedy  but  he  must  cast  them  off,  and  provoke  them 
to  jealousy  by  a  foolish  nation,  Deut.  xxxii.  20,  21.  draw- 
ing them  nigh  to  him,  who  had  been  worshipping  stocks 
Vol.  IL—  8 
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and  stones;  making  them  become  a  people,  who  had  long 
been  no  people;  and  casting  these  out  of  his  sight,  making 
them  become  no  people,  who  had  so  long  been  his  chosen, 
peculiar  people,  in  covenant  with  him,  and  nigh  unto  him, 
above  all  the  families  of  the  earth.  ^ 

Consideration  2.  Vfhat  constant  rebellion  and  stiffness  of 
spiiii  tliai  pcojjle  all  along  expressed  towards  the  Lord  !  AVhat 
wild,  sour  grapes  they  still  brought  forth  to  him ;  sour  love, 
sour  obedience,  sour  worship  and  sacrifices,  such  as  the 
pure  palate  of  the  Lord  could  find  no  relish  nor  savor 
in :  but  as  Moses  had  told  them,  that  it  was  not  for  their 
righteousness  God  chose  them  to  give  them  the  good  land 
to  possess,  for  they  were  a  rebellious  and  stiflT-necked  peo- 
ple; Deut.  ix.  6,  7.  so  it  was  not  for  their  goodness  that  God 
continued  his  love  to  them,  for  they  were  all  along  provok- 
ing him.  Jer.  xliv.  4.  When  God  came  to  show  that  great 
mercy  to  them  of  redeeming  them  out  of  Egypt,  and  bid 
them  cast  away  their  idols,  they  would  not  cast  away 
their  idols,  Ezek.  xx.  7,  8.  neither  did  they  regard  that 
mercy  of  redemption  from  the.  house  of  bondage,  and 
from  the  iron  furnace;  but  said  to  Moses,  it  was  bet* 
ter  for  them  to  stay  in  Egypt,  and  to  serve  the  Egyptians. 
Exod.  xiv.  12.  Again  in  the  wilderness,  how  did  they  pro- 
voke him  all  those  forty  years  of  mercy;  how  did  they  err 
in  their  hearts  from  his  pure  fear,  and  from  love  to  him, 
and  from  faith  and  confidence  in  him!  How  did  they  mur- 
mur against  him,  and  against  Moses  and  Aaron,  their  lead- 
ers! How  did  they  forget  his  works  and  his  wonders  con- 
tinually !  When  they  came  near  the  land,  and  should  have 
gone  in  to  possess  it,  then  they  would  not,  but  repined  and 
rebelled  because  of  the  tallness  and  strength  of  the  enemy, 
and  of  their  cities;  and  when  they  were  forbid  to  go,  then 
they  would  go  and  fight  with  them.  What  should  I  men- 
tion the  time  of  the  judges  and  of  the  kings;  how  often 
the  Lord  made  them  smart  by  their  enemies  in  their  own 
land ;  how  often  he  gave  them  up  to  captivity  out  of  their 
land,    even  till  at  length  that  greet  captivity  of  Babylon 
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befell  them,  and  since  that  a  greater  captivity  and  desolation 
than  that  of  Babylon. 

Consideration  3. '  Whether  God,  having  tried  fliis  peo- 
ple even  to  the  utmost,  by  that  covenant  which  he  made 
with  them  by  Moses  in  Mount  Sinai,  may  eycr  please  to  try 
them  so  any  more:  or  if  there  yet  remain  any  mercy  or  love 
from  God  towards  them,  whether  it  is  not  to  be  expected 
another  way,  and  upon  another  account?  This  is  very  neces- 
sary and  profitable  for  them  to  consider,  that  they  niny  not 
be  looking  that  way  for  mercy  and  favor  from  God;  in 
which  it  19  never  to  come,  and  so  have  their  eyes  and  hearts 
diverted  from  that  way  according  to  which  it  is  to  come; 
for  this  must  needs  put  them  back  exceedingly,  if  their  eyes 
be  looking  out  one  way,  and  the  love  of  God  hath  ch(tHen 
another  channel  to  run  towards  them  in.  This  may  make 
them  refuse  the  very  mercy,  love,  and  redemption,  when 
it  ^omcs,  suspecting  it  not  to  be  it,  because  it  comes  not  in 
the  way,  and  after  the  manner,  that  they  look  for  it.  Now 
God  hath  expressly  said,  that  when  he  shall  be  pacified  in 
them,  and  shall  look  again  upon  them  with  an  eye  of  favor, 
to  do  them  good,  it  shall  not  be  by  their  covenant  (which 
could  never  last,  but  was  still  broken  on  their  parts),  hut  by 
his  own  everlasting  covenant,  which  ho  would  establish  to 
them.  Ezck.  xvi.  60,  &c.  It  should' therefore  diligently  be 
inquired  by  them,  What  covenant  it  is  which  is  called 
their  covenant,  ver.  61.  And  what  covenant  it  is  which  is 
called  God's  covenant,  ver.  G2.  That  they  may  withdraw 
their  cjoa  and  hopes  from  the  one,  from  whence  their  re- 
demption, recovery,  and  mercy  cannot  come,  towards  the 
other  from  whence  it  is  to  come?  To  w*hich  query,  for 
their  sakes,  it  is  in  my  heart  to  return  this  answeh 

Ans.  Their  covenant  is  that  which  tliey  entefed  into  with 
God,  the  covenant  that  their  hearts  chose  to  unite  with  God 
by:  and  that  was  to  thi^  eifect,  "That  if  God  Would  show 
them  his'wilK  they  would  obey  it.  Go  thou  near,**  said 
they  to  Moses  "and  hear  all  that  the  Lord  our  God  shall 
say,  and  speak  tliou  unto  us  all  that  the  Lord  our  God  shall 
speak  unto  tbeo,  and  we  will  hear  it  and  do  it.'*  Deut  v.  27. 
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Thus  they  thought,  but  the  Lord  knew  otherwise :  for  "  Oh  " 
saith  the  Lord,  "that  there  were  such  a  heart  in' them !"  4c* 
ver.  29.  and  Moses  knew  otherwise,  tie  knew  that  they 
would  '*  corrupt  themselves,  and  that  evil  would  befall  them 
in  the  latter  days."  Deut.  xxxi.  29.  But  God's  covenant 
was  the  free  covenant  he  made  with  Abraham,  Isaac,  and 
Jacob,  the  covenant  of  his  grace,  the  covenant  of  bis  free 
love,  whereby  he  was  able  to  reach  them  in  Egypt,  upon  the 
cry  of  the  seed  in  them  (in  the  midst  of  their  idolatries,  and 
to  bring  them  out  and  do  them  good,  notwithstanding  their 
stubbornness  and  stiff-neckedness),  even  before  the  other 
covenant  was  made ;  this  covenant  of  love  waa  God's  cove- 
nant. This  is  the  covenant  God  remembered  to  them  in 
the  days  of  their  youth,  while  they  were  young  and  tender, 
and  not  yet  groyv^n  up  to  be  a  people  under  the  other  cove- 
nant; and  this  is  the  covenant  which  lasts  for  ever,  which 
is  not  founded  upon  their  obedience,  but  on  God's  free  love 
to  them  for  his  own  name's  sake,  and  for  their  father's  sake 
with  whom  he  freely  made  it. 

Quest.  What  doth  this  covenant  contain? 

Ans.  Putting  his  fear  in  the  heart,  writing  his  laws  in  the 
mind,  pouring  of  pure,  clear  water  upon  them  to  wash  away 
the  pollutions  of  their  inward  parts,  circumcising  the  filth 
of  the  heart,  healing  the  backsliding  nature  by  creating  of 
a  right  spirit  within,  and  keeping  of  the  created  spirit  right 
by  the  presence  of  that  Spirit  which  created  it.  see  Jer. 
xxxi.  81,  82.  Ezek.  xxxvi  25,  &c.  Hosea  xiv.  4.  This  is 
God's  covenant,  this  is  the  new  covenant,  which  is  to  be 
made  with  the  house  of  Israel  and  Jndah  when  God  re- 
deems them ;  and  they  can  never  be  redeemed  but  by  this 
covenant,  but  are  to  remain  desolate,  until  the  Spirit  be 
poured  out  from  on  high  upon  them,  Isa,  xxxii.  15.  until 
their  hearts  be  circumcised  to  love  the  Lord  their  God,  until 
his  fear  be  placed  there,  and  they  thereby  caused  to  walk 
in  his  ways.  As  therefore  they  receive  the  Bf^trit,  are 
brought  into  the  fear,  have  the  law  written  on  their  minds, 
and  become  subject  thereto,  so  will  they  taste  of  this  cove- 
nant, be  brought  into  redemption  by  it,  and  become  a 
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l^lory  inwardly,  and  oatwardly  a}so  upon  the  eartk. 

Quest  What  is  the  way  for  them  to  hare  the  fear  of  God 
put  in  their  hearts,  *to  have  their  hearts  circttmciscd,  to  re- 
ceivc  the  Spirit  and  his  laws  into  their  minds,  and  so  to  come 
into  this  covenant  i 

Ans.  There  is  no  other  way  but  that  to  which  Moses  him- 
self directed  them,  after  God  had  made  the  other  covenant 
with  them,  and  tried  them  long  by  it,  together  with  many 
temptations,  signs  and  wonders,  both  before  and  after  it; 
and  seeing  that  by  all  these  they  had  not  a  heart  to  per- 
ceive, nor  eyes  to  see,  nor  ears  to  hear,  Moses  at  length  di- 
rects them  to  another  covenant,  the  word  whereof  would 
give  them  eyes  to  see,  and  ears  to  hear,  and  a  heart  to  un- 
derstand. Which  covenant  was  a  covenant  besides  the  for- 
mer, Deut,  xxix.  1.  and  was  indeed  the  covenant  concerning 
life  or  death  eternal,  chap.  xxx.  15.  (the  other  being  but  a 
covenant  of  their  outward  state,  made  with  them  after  their 
coming  out  of  Egypt,  upon  their  deliverance  therefrom,  and 
according  to  their  choice  to  become  a  people  to  God  accord- 
ing to  it.)  This  word,  Moses  tells  them,  was  near  them 
(nearer  than  that  which  was  spoken  by  God  on  the  mount, 
and  afterwards  written  on  tables  of  stone).  The  voice  of 
this  word  and  the  commandment  thereof  was  nearer,  that 
they  need  not  seek  anywhere  abroad  for  it,  but  only  listen 
at  liome  to  hear  its  speech,  obey  it  in  the  faith,  and  live  for 
ever.  Deut  xxx.  11,  Ac.  This  is  the  way  for  them  and  all 
men  to  come  into  this  covenant,  and  there  is  no  other; 
there  is  a  light  shining  in  the  darkness  of  man's  heart, 
which  springs  up  in  him,  and  casts  forth  its  rays  to  dtscove? 
and  draw  him  oat  of  the  darkness:  now  as  this  light  is  felt, 
loved,  understood,  in  spirit,  hearkened  and  cleaved  to  in 
the  pure  faith,  which  it  begets;  that  which  cleaves  to  it,  is 
drawn  out  of  the  darkness  by  it,  into  the  covenant  of  the 
pure,  eternal  light,  where  God  is,  and  whither  all  they  are 
translated,  who  are  drawn  to  him  in  and  by  this  covenant, 
as  they  are  kept,  preserved,  and  continue  in  the  faith,  love, 
and  obedieDce  of  it.  Kow  I  would  yet  put  these  few  things 
more  to  them. 

8* 
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Vintf  Whether  that  pec^le  of  Uie  Jews,  as  they  stood 
related  to  God  in  that  oovenaat  (given  by  Mosee  at  Mount 
Horeb),  with  the  covenant  itself,  and  all  things  appertain- 
ing thereto,  were  not  a  shadow  of  some  inward  and  spiritual 
thing  afterwards  to  appear  and  be  made  manifest  in  its 
season.  Whether  they  themselves  were  not  a  shadow  of  a 
more  inward  and  spiritual  people,  to  be  gathered  to  God  by 
the  inward  and  spiritual  covenant ;  and  whether  their  out- 
ward covenant  was  not  a  shadow  or  visible  representation 
of  that  covenant,  and  the  laws  of  it  a  shadow  or  representa- 
tion of  the  inward  laws,  which  were  to  be  written  in  the 
hearts  of  that  spiritual  people?  Was  not  their  tabernacle, 
or  temple,  .a  shadow  of  the  true  tabernacle,  or  temple ;  see- 
ing God  dwellcth  not  in  temples  made  with  bands,  but  in  a 
poor,  humble,  contrite  spirit,  and  in  the  heart  that  trembles 
at  his  word?  Isa.  Ivii.  15.  and  chap.  Ixvi.  1,  2.  So  was  not 
their  circumcision  a  shadow  of  the  circumcision  which  is  to 
pass  upon  the  hearts  of  God's  chosen?  Were  not  their  sac- 
rifices types,  or  representations,  of  the  sacrifices  of  praise 
atid  of  a  broken  heart?  Psa.  li.  17.  and  Psa.  1. 14.  Was  not 
their  Canaan,  or  holy  land,  a  type  of  the  true,  holy,  spiritual 
rest,  which  the  faith  gives  entrance  into?  Their  city  Jeru- 
salem, a  type  of  the  Jehovah-shamma?  Their  priests  and 
Levites,  types  of  the  spiritual  priesthood,  which  was  to  offer 
the  pure  offering  and  spiritual  sacrifices  among  the  Gen- 
tiles? Malachi  i.  11.  Mark  that  place,  if  it  did  not  plainly 
foretell  the  casting  off  of  the  Jews,  with  the  rejecting  of 
their  offerings,  priests,  and  Levites,  and  God's  raising  up  a 
seed  among  the  Gentiles,  where  he  would  have  a  more  ac- 
ceptable people  and  worship,  even  a  pure,  spiritual  people, 
and  a  pure,  spiritual  offering. 

Secondly,  If  they  were  types,  representations,  or  shadows 
of  somewhat  spiritual  to  oome,  then  were  they  not  to  give 
plaee  to  that  which  is  spiritual  when  it  came,  and  so  .to  be 
swallowed  up  in  it?  Is  not  the  spiritual  glory  the  glory? 
The  inward  Jew,  the  Jew  inward?  Tha  circumcision  of  the 
heart,  the  choice  circumcision  ?  The  offi^nng  up  of  praise 
and  of  a  broken  heart,  the  acceptable  sacrifice!     The  land 
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of  life  and  righteonsDMs,  the  true  land  of  rest  to  the  living 
by  faith  ?  Ib  not  the  spiritual  city,  house,  or  t^nple  which 
God  builds,  the  Jerusalem  or  temple  of  the  new  covenant? 
Is  not  this  the  choice  house  to  God  ?  And  is  not  this  spir- 
itual glory  to  be  expected  in  tlie  days  of  the  Messiah,  and 
all  the  types  and  shadows  of  Moses,  which  pointed  at  him, 
to  end  in  him,  when  once  he  comes  to  set  up  his  true,  in- 
ward, invisible,  substantial  glory  among  his  inward  and 
spiritual. people?  When  the  day  of  Messiah  dawns,  shall 
not  Moses'  shadows  fly  away?  Oh  that  your  eyes  were 
opened  to  behold  the  inward  glory  of  life,  the  good  things 
of  the  new  covenant,  the  great  treasure  and  riches  which 
are  revealed  and  possessed  in  the  Spirit  by  the  spirits  that 
are  redeemed  unto  God,  that  ye  might  partake  thereof;  ai^d 
then  your  eye  would  not  be  so  much  on  that  which  is  out- 
ward; which,  if  ye  had,  even  to  the  utmost  of  your  desire, 
is  not  comparable  to  the  inward! 

Lastly,  Search  the  prophets,  sec  if  the  Messiah  is  not  first 
to  come  in  a  despisable  way,  as  a  man  of  sorrows,  Isa.  liii. 
2,  3.  whose  visage  in  that  appearance  was  to  be  more  marred 
than  any  man's.  Isa.  lii.  14.  And  consider  whether  he  was 
not  to  be  cut  off,  though  not  for  himself,  Dan.  ix.  26.  and 
then  to  sit  at  the  right  hand  of  God,  until  his  enemies  be 
made  his  footstool,  Psa,  ex.  1.  before  he  come  in  that  glory 
wherein  ye  expect  him.  So  that  if  he  be  not  thus  come  al- 
ready, then  that  coming  of  his  is  yet  to  be  expected,  and 
his  hands  and  feet  are  yet  to  be  pierced  by  you,  and  then 
afterwards  ye  may  look  upon  him  whom  ye  have  pierced, 
Zech.  xii.  10.  and  all  the  families  of  Israel  mourn  bitterly 
apart  for  it.  ver.  12. 

When  Moses  gave  the  law,  the  veil  was  over  his  face ; 
your  fathers  were  not  able  to  bear  the  light  wherein  the  law 
was  given,  nor  the  light  wherein  the  prophecies  of  the 
prophets  were  given ;  and  so  they  still  erred  from  the  faiw, 
were  offended  at  the  prophets  while  they  were  alive,  and 
misunderstood  their  words  after  their  death.  Now  do  not 
ye  search  into  Moses  and  the  prophets  in  the  same  spirit  of 
error  as  your  fathers  did,  being  shut  out  from  the  light  of 
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them,  even  as  they  were?  If  it  be  thns,  if  the  veil  be  over 
your  hearts,  if  ye  be  ignorant  of  the  true  light,  of  the  true 
eternal  power  wherein  the  Scriptures  were  given  forth,  ye 
must  needs  misunderstand  them,  misunderstand  Moses, 
misunderstand  the  prophets,  misunderstand  the  things  spo- 
ken concerning  the  Messiah  ;  and  so  not  be  able  to  see  unto 
the  end  of  those  things  ministered  by  Moses,  and  of  that  min- 
istration which  was  to  pass  away ;  nor  into  the  beginning  of 
the  ministration  of  the  Messiah,  which  was  to  succeed  it. 
Oh,  turn  within  to  the  word  nigh  in  the  heart!  that  the 
true  Jew  may  be  begotten  and  formed  in  you,  and  his  light 
may  arise  and  overspread  you ;  that  in  that  light  yc  may 
8ce  the  light  of  Moses,  and  the  light  of  the  prophets,  and 
not  gather  false  meanings  from  their  words,  but  understand 
them  aright  in  the  same  holy  Spirit,  and  enjoy  the  blessed- 
ness they  spake  of  and  directed  to,  which  lies  in  the  inward 
raising  up  of  an  inward  seed,  and  not  in  an  outward  con- 
formity of  the  outward  man,  while  the  heart  and  mind  re- 
mains unchanged  and  unrenewed;  which  can  never  be 
made  new  by  any  ministry  of  the  letter  without  the  Spirit, 
but  alone  by  the  ministry  of  the  Spirit,  whether  with  or 
without  the  letter,  as  he  pleaseth. 

1.  P. 
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SOME 

QUERIES 

GOKO£RNING 

The  Work  of  Gob  in  the  World,  which  is  to  be  expected 
in  the  latter  Ages  thereof; 

With  a  few 
Plain  Words  to  the  Nation  of  England,  tending  towairds 
stopping  the  future  breakings  forth  of  God's  Wrath,   * 
both  upon  the  People  and  Powers  thereof; 

With  an  advertisement  relating  to 
the  present  State  of  Things'. 


Query  1.  Whether  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth  shall  not 
one  day  become  the  kingdoms  of  the  Lord,  and  of  his  Christ, 
wherein  the  Lord  God  Omnipotent  shall  reigo,  and  man's 
glory  and  greatness  fall,  that  God  alone  may  be  exalted  in 
that  day?  Rev.  xi.  15.  17.  Isa.  ii.  11, 12.  xvii.  22. 

Query  2.  When  shall  this  be  ?  Whether  this  is  not  to 
be  expected  upon  the  recovery  out  of  the  antichristian  apos- 
tasy? Whether  the  man-child  is  not  then  to  be  expected 
to  be  so  born  and  brought  forth,  as  to  rule  all  nations  with  a 
rod  of  iron?  Rev.  xix.  6.  and  chap.  xii.  5. 

Query  3.  When  the  Son  of  man  comes  to  take  the  gov- 
ernment to  himself,  to  give  forth  the  law  out  of  Zion, 
and  the  word  of  the  Lord  from  Jerusalem,  Isa.  ii.*S. 
whether  he  shall  find  faith  on  the  earth?  Whether  he 
shall  find  the  kings  and  powers  of  the  earth  ready  to  re- 
ceive him,  and  the  professors  willing  to  submit  themselves 
onto  him  ?  Or  whether  they  shall  generally  combine  agaantt 
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him,  and  he  be  fain  to  overcome  them,  before  he  can  reign 
over  them?  Lukexviii,  8.  Rev.  xvii.  12,  IcS,  14.  Psa.  ii.  2,  8. 

Query  4.  Why  these  things  may  not  be  expected  in  this 
our  day,  and  be  already  begun  in  this  our  nation,  seeing  so 
many  strange  things  have  happened  among  us,  as  have  not 
in  many  foregoing  ages :  God  having  so  strangely  raised 
up  a  generation  to  do  service  for  him,  and  so  strangely 
again  brought  them  down,  when  they  had  so  long  and  so 
often  showed  themselves  unworthy  of,  and  unfit  for,  so  great 
a  service,  by  still  seeking  themselves,  and  forgetting  the 
Lord  that  raised  them ! 

Query  5*  How  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth  are  to  become 
the  kingdoms  of  the  Lord  and  of  his  Christ?  Whether  it 
be  not  by  taking  his  yoke  upon  them,  by  submitting  to  his 
laws,  his  cords,  and  bands?.  By  giving  up  whatsoever  is 
unjust,  unrighteous,  harsh,  and  oppressive;  and  coming 
under  the  bands  of  righteousness,  meekness,  and  equity? 
Psa.  ii.  10,  11.  Matt.  xi.  29. 

Query  6.  Whether  the  Lord  be  arisen  to  shake  terribly  or 
no  (as  was  long  ago  prophesied  he  should.  Isu.  ii.  19.)  ?  For 
the  Lord  will  once  more  shake  both  heaven  nnd  earth.  Heb. 
xii.  26.  There  hath  been  a  sore  shaking  in  this  nation:  the 
foundations  of  government,  yea,  the  very  foundations  of  re- 
ligion have  been  shaken,  that  that  which  cannot  stand 
might  be  removed  out  of  the  way,  and  give  place  to  that 
which  cannot  be  shaken,  ver.  27.  Consider  therefore 
whether  these  be  the  beginnings  of  the  great  and  terrible 
day  of  the  Lord  God  Alhiiglity,  or  only  some  such  ordinary 
shakings  as  used  to  happen  according  to  the  course  of  king- 
doms and  sta!es,  which  are  silbjcct  to  changes,  alterations, 
and  dissettloment  ? 

Query  7.  Wlien  God  beginncth  to  shake  the  heaveti  and 
earth  in  nations  (according  to  that  great  shaking,  which  is 
to  bo  after  the  antichristian  apostasy.  Rev.  iv.  and  chap,  vi.) 
whether  there  ever  can  bo  any  firm  settlement  again  ^upon 
the  old  foundations?  There  may  appear  some  hopes  and 
probability  of  a  settlement  again,  which  man  may  be 
tempted  to  fasten  uprn;  but  this  will  but  provoke  God  to 


ISAAC  TENINGTON.  96 

Bhake  more  effectually :  for  when  God  once  arisctb  to  shake, 
he  will  not  give  over  till  he  hath  made  that  fall,  which  he 
began  to  shake.  Rev.  xi.  IS.    O  England^  take  heed!  ' 

i^uery  8.  How  the  kings,  powers,  and  nations  of  the  earth 
may  secure  their  standing  in  that  day?  Whether  there  be 
any  way  for  them  so  to  do,  and  what  is  that  way?  Whether 
there  be  any  other  way  but  kissing  the  Son,  submitting  to 
his  bands,  being  willing  to  be  bound  with  the  chains  of 
righteousness,  love,  and  meekness,  from  all  unrighteousness 
and  oppression,  both  relating  to  their  fellow-creatures  and 
to  his  people  ?  Psa.  ii.  12.  and  cxlix.  8. 

Come,  O  nation  of  England,  be  bound!  O  powers  of  this 
nation,  take  the  Lord's  yoke  upon  you;  seek  righteousness, 
seek  meekness,  seek  the  good  of  all;  not  in  words  and  pre- 
tences, but  in  truth  and  uprightaess.  Seek  out  that  which 
is  of  God  in  every  one  of  your  hearts,  and  let  that  govern 
for  God.  Do  not  smite  any  for  obedience  to  the  living  God, 
but  come  ye  also  under  his  yoke,  that  what  is  not  of  God  in 
yourselves,  but  an  enemy  to  your  souls,  may  be  yoked  down; 
and  let  all  laws  be  formed,  directed,  and  managed,  to  reach 
the  unrighteous,  that  the  rod  of  the  wicked  may  not  always 
lie  upon  the  lot  of  the  righteous,  Psa.  cxxv.  3.  nor  oppres- 
sion and  self-will  sit  in  the  seat  of  judgment,  and  pass  (be- 
cause of  its  power  and  authority)  for  righteousness.  Eccl.  iiL 
16.  and  iv.  1.  O  ye  powers  of  England!  save  yourselves 
and  this  nation  from  tl\e  terrible  sti*oke  of  God,  which  is 
very  near.  And  let  not  this  following  advice  be  disdained 
by  you,  but  consider  seriously  of  it. 

Tuie  heed  how  you  call  any  ia  axscomit  for  what  they  have 
done  against  you.  There  was  an  extraordinary  hand  of  God 
in  these  things;  and  in  falling  foul  upon  instruments,  ye 
may  clash  against  him  before  you  are  aware.  For  their  in- 
iquity the  Lord  hath  laid  them  aside,  and  raised  you  up 
again,  giving yoH  another  day  of  trial;  let  that  sufSce,  and 
look  now  to  your  owu  standing,  that  ye  also  do  not  fall  by 
following  their  example  of  iniquity  and  unrighteousness. 
But  if  you  will  call  them  to  aceount  for  any  thing,  let  it  be 
for  being  unfaithful  to  God  and  the  people  of  this  nation,  to 
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whom  they  made  large  promisee,  hnt  performed  little.  And 
that  which  God  required  of  them  (and  the  nation  had  rea- 
son to  expect  from  them)  do  ye  now  perform.  Give  all  men 
the  liberty  of  their  consciences  towards  God ;  let  them  fol- 
low him  out  of  the  fashions,  customs,  and  worships  of  the 
world  without  interruption ;  and  let  there  also  be  a  narrow 
search  after  what  is  unjust,  unrighteous,  and  oppressive  in 
any  kind;  and  as  fast  as  it  is  discovered  let  it  be  removed, 
that  the  nation  may  grow  out  of  vanity,  out  of  unrighteous- 
ness, into  solidity  and  righteousness;  and  that  the  fear  of 
offending  man  may  not  affright  any  from  fearing,  obeying, 
and  worshipping  of  God  in  Spirit  and  truth,  as  he  requireth ; 
and  then  God  will  bless  this  nation  and  the  powers  of  it. 
For  the  Lord  God  taketh  not  pleasure  in  overturning  of  na- 
tions, or  breaking  in  pieces  the  powers  thereof:  yet  if  they 
will  by  no  means  hearken,  but  harden  their  hearts,  and 
stand  in  the  way  of  his  counsel  and  design,  he  cannot  spare 
them.  Isa.  xxvii.  4.  Therefore  stand  not  in  battle  against 
him,  but  bow  before  him,  O  ye  great  ones  of  the  earth!  be- 
come low  and  little,  that  his  wrath  may  pass  by  you ;  let  go 
your  own  strength  and  greatness,  and  take  hold  of  his 
strength,  that  ye  may  make  peace  with  him,  v^ir.  5.  and  do 
not  go  about  to  limit  the  Spirit  of  God  in  his  people;  that 
will  most  certainly  ruin  you  !  The  Lord  God  hath  begun 
to  bestow  his  Spirit  upon  his  sons  and  daughters,  as  in  days 
of  old,  even  as  before  the  great  apqstasy  and  erring  from  it; 
and  he  requireth  their  obedience  to  it;  and  who  may  safely 
forbid  or  punish  them  therefore.  Much  lies  upon  this  land 
in  this  respect;  oh,  do  not  add  more,  lest  ye  sink  the  nation 
and  yourselves!  Now  a  little  to  help  the  nation  and  powers 
thereof  the  better  to  digest  the  work  of  God,  that  they  may 
not  run  on  headily  against  him  to  their  own  ruin  and  de- 
struction, let  these  two  things  following  be  considered. 

1.  Whether  the  people  of  God,  in  the  days  of  the  apos- 
tlesy  were  not  a  separated  people ;  a  people  gathered  out  of 
nations,  kindreds,  tongues,  and  languages,  (gathered  out  of 
the  Jewish  worship,  gathered  out  of  the  Heathenish  wor^ 
ship)  aod  separated  to  God? 
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2.  Whether,  after  the  antichristian  apostasy,  there  are 
not  a  people  to  be  gathered  again,  and  separated  again, 
fix)m  all  aiitichriatiaD  ways  of  worship,  even  after  the  man- 
ner as  they  were  before  tlie  apostasy  from  the  Heathenish 
and  Jewish  worship?  And  so  the  same  gospel  which  gath- 
ered at  first,  is,  after  the  apostasy,  to  be  preached  to  gather 
men  again.  R^v.  xiv.  6,  7. 

Consider  well  of  these  things,  that  ye  may  not  set  youi*- 
selves  against  the  Lord,  to  cross  him  in  this  work  in  tliis 
nation.  Ye  cannot  hinder  him  from  gathering  his  people 
now  out  of  the  apostatized  state,  no  more  than  the  Jews 
or  Heathens  could  hinder  him  from  gathering  his  elect  then 
out  of  their  corrupt  states.  The  reformation  out  of  popery 
was  very  weak  and  imperfect;  the  Lord  waited  long  for 
the  perfecting  of  it;  but  instead  thereof,  there  was  rather 
u  running  backwards  towards  it  again.  The  Lord  liath 
now  at  length  begun  the  work  himself,  lotting  forth  his 
Spirit  upon  his  people,  and  gathering  many  into  it,  and  is 
preparing  the  stones  of  his  temple  for  his  building,  and  ho 
will  assuredly  build  up  his  church  again ;  ye  cannot  possi- 
bly stop  him  herein:  ye  may  break  yourselves  by  attempt- 
ing to  remove  this  burdensome  stone  out  of  your  way  (for 
indeed  it  doth  lie  somewhat  offensively  in  the  way  of  all 
settlements  and  governments  according  to  the  fleshly  wis- 
dom) ;  but  it  will  fell  upon  and  break  all  that  burden  them- 
selves with  it,  though  not  by  outward  might  or  power,  yet 
by  that  Spirit  of  life  and  righteousness  which  is  in  it, 
which  the  Lord  is  with  to  prosper.  Consider  these  things 
iu  jneekness,  righteousness,  and  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord ; 
even  in  that  Spirit  which  is  fit  to  act  for  God,  and  not 
against  him. 
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Aji    jLprSKTISBliBirT    TO    THB    P0WER8    AND    PBOPLE    OP 
THIS   NATION. 

Becacsk  of  mj  dear  love  to  my  native  country,  and  be- 
cause of  the  dregfl  of  that  cup  which  the  Lord  hatli  already 
Caused  it  to  drink  of,  which  cannot  be  spared  unless  the 
Lord's  will  be  effected  without  it;  which  dregs  are  so  bit- 
ter, temble,  and  dreadful,  as  will  make  the  stoutest  hearts 
to  faint,  and  the  most  confident  countenance  wax  pale :  I 
nay,  for  this  cause,  in  love  am  I  constrained  to  add  these 
few  lines  more,  that,  if  it  be  possible,  this  nation  may  apply 
itself,  in  the  fear  and  dread  of  the  eternal  majesty  and 
power,  to  make  its  peace  with  him  against  whom  it  hath 
long  warred  (not  only  by  much  outward  wickedness,  loose- 
ness, vanity,  and  profaneness,  but  more  especially  by  setting 
up  an  invented  form  of  godliness,  and  persecuting  the 
power),  and  to  whom  it  is  not  yet  reconciled  in  this  matter, 
nor  found  so  much  as  willing  to  be  reconciled. 

The  Lord  God  of  heaven  and  earth,  of  glory,  of  majesty, 
of  everlasting  power,  victory,  and  dominion  over  all,  who 
made  both  heaven  and  earth,  and  hath  the  command  of  all 
things  therein,  he  disposeth  of  nations,  of  governments,  of 
earthly  powers  according  to  his  pleasure,  and  who  may  say 
unto  him,  what  dost  thou?  WhcJ  may  implead  him  for  mak- 
ing a  rich  Ration  poor,  a  strong  nation  weak,  or  for  bring- 
ing down  the  high  and  mighty,  the  strong,  stout,  honorable, 
and  noble  in  a  nation,  iind  exalting  the  poor,  the  mean,  the 
persecuted?  And  if  he  turn  his  hand  again,  and  lay  them 
fiat  whom  he  had  lifted  up,  and  exalt  the  other  even  unlook- 
ed-for, who  can  withstand  him,  or  who  can  contradict 
him? 

Now  what  is  in  the  Lord's  heart  (who  is  thus  mighty  and 
absolute)  he  will  certainly  bring  to  pass,  how  unlikely, 
how  contrary,  how  impossible  soever  it  seam  to  the  eye  of 
man.  If  he  will  exalt  his  despised  truth  (which  always 
\VQ»  «o  to  the  eye  of  the  great  and  wise  oues  of  this  world). 
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or  give  liis  people  liberty  to  fear,  worship,  and  obey  hfm; 
if  he  will  liave  truth  and  righteousnesfl  have  the  dominion 
in  men*8  hearts,  and  in  the  nations,  and  not  in  tlie  wills  and 
lusts  of  men,  how  great  and  powerful  soever;  I  say,  if  thii=^ 
l)e  his  intent,  though  generation  should  rise  up  after  gener- 
ation to  oppose  him  herein,  yet  will  he  be  too  bard  for  them 
all,  and  they  will  all  fall  before  him:  and  his  truth,  his  peo- 
ple, his  holy,  eternal  counsel  will  he  raise  up,  and  cause  to 
triumph  over  them  all. 

It  is  man's  way  to  settle  himself  by  outward  strengtli 
against  outward  strength,  and  then  he  thinks  he  is  safe ;  not 
eying  the  invisible  hand  which  turns  the  wheels,  and  delights 
to  overturn  that  which  is  outwardly  strong  (and  seenieth  un- 
removable), wjien  it  forgetteth  him,  and  opposeth  itself 
against  him.  The  Lord  God  loves  to  take  his  enemies  at  tlie 
Htrongest,  when  they  are  most  wise,  most  mighty,  even 
wheu  nothing  seems  able  to  deal  with  them  but  himself. 
This  was  it  overthrew  the  foregoing  powers  one  after  an- 
other; they  were  courting  worldly  interest^  and  strengthen- 
ing themselves  that  way  ;  but  overlooking  God  who  raised 
tbem,  and  the  work  which  he  had  raised  them  to  accom- 
]>lish.  This  turned  the  hand  against  them  which  had  been 
for  them,  and  how  then  could  they  maintain  their  standing? 

Oh !  that  the  present  generation  could  see  the  ticklishness 
of  their  standing,  and  consider  that  this  is  their  day  of  trial, 
and  that  the  Lord's  eye  is  npon  them,  to  obseiTe  their  ways, 
to  see  whether  they  will  now  mind  righteousness,  and  the 
liberty  of  liis  peoi>le  better  than  formerly  they  did;  and  that 
his  truth  may,  in  its  life  and  power  (and  not  in  such  a  form 
or  way  of  Worship  as  they  may  tliink  goo<l  to  prescribe), 
have  its  scope  in  the  nation.  The  Lord's  eye  and  heart  is 
ujion  his  truth,  and  upmi  his  i)eoplc;  and  as  natiojis  or  pow- 
ers deal  with  that,  so  will  he  deal  with  them.  Oh !  therefore 
be  not  deceived ;  for  though  the  Lord  hath  often-times  long 
suffered  his  people  to  lie  under  reproach  and  persecution 
(as  he  did  L^rael  in  Kgypt  for  divers  ages),  yet  at  length  he 
hath  still  heard  their  groans,  and  hath  arisen  to  deliver 
them :  and  though  Pharoah  afterwards  with  all  his  strength 
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went  after  them,  and  made  no  question  but  to  bring  them 
hack  again  under  his  subjectiou  (and  there  was  nothing  in 
appearance  able  to  deliver  them  from  him),  yet  he  could 
not,  but  overthrew  himself  and  his  strength  utterly.  Ye 
know  not  what  strong  cries  and  tears  were  put  up  to  the 
Loixl  before  these  late  changes,  that  righteousness  might  be 
established  in  the  nation,  and  that  his  people  might  have 
liberty  to  worship  him  in  his  fear,  and  according  to  the 
leadings  of  his  Spirit,  without  being  yoked  under  any  form 
of  worship  which  their  heaits  could  not  own  to  be  of  God. 
And  when  the  Long  Parliament  was  unexpectedly  raised 
up,  that  was  looked  upon  by  many  to  have  been  the  means 
God  would  have  used  towards  the  effecting  of  this:  and  we 
cannot  deny  but  that  God  did  make  use  of  them  in  some 
things  for  good,  for  which  his  name  was  honored.  But 
though  that  instrument  did  warp,  becoming  unfaithful  to 
the  Lord,  diverting  from  his  work  and  service,  towards  the 
seeking  and  establishing  of  thcmselvdfi  and  their  own  inter- 
ests, and  so  are  at  length  themselves  justly  therefore  fallen; 
yet  the  work  of  the  Lord  is  not  fallen,  as  relating  to  him- 
self; though,  because  of  the  unfiiithfulness  and  self-seeking 
of  the  instruments  which  he  began  to  use,  at  present  it  lietli 
under  much  reproach  (and  that  justly  as  relating  to  them); 
yet,  for  all  this,  the  Loi'd  himself  can  bring  it  about  again, 
and  carry  it  on  with  better  advantage  to  his  name,  truth, 
and  people,  than  if  it  had  gone  on  in  their  hand:  and  the 
more  men  set  themselves  to  oppose  it,  the  more  glory  will 
God  get  to  himself  in  effecting  it. 

Let  not,  therefore,  my  true  love  to  the  nation,  and  to  the 
present  powers  thereof,  be  despised  by  them;  but  let  them 
fear  before  the  mighty  God  of  heaven  and  earth,  and  in 
their  hearts  bow  to  him,  that  they  inay  be  humbled,  and 
made  fit  instruments  in  his  hand  for  his  service,  and  not  be 
found  enemies  against  him.  If  they  will  be  fit  instruments 
tor  God  to  work  by,  they  must  be  meek,  lowly,  poor  in 
spirit,  waiting  in  God's  fear  for  his  counsel,  and  not  hearken 
to  the  fleshly  wisdom  of  man,  which  is  his  utter  enemy,  and 
will  persuade,  advise,  and  instruct  them  to  settle  the  nation 
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snd  chureh  («a  tluty  eall  it)  in  a  way  oontmry  to  him.  And 
remember  this  word:  Be  sure  you  smite  none  for  obedience  to 
Ood.  LanU  not  his  Hdy  Spirit  in  Us  people;  but  limit  the  un- 
Hetm  emd  ml  spirit  in  those  whovumifest  themseires  not  to  be  his 
people.  Thk  k  the  tme  iBtent  of  government  How  can  h^ 
who  govemg  aright  onder  God^  hurt  tliat  which  ie  of  God, 
and  for  God?  Or  how  ean  he  spare  that  w^hich  his  sword  is 
given  him  to  cut  down  ?  Oh,  how  happy  were  it  for  the  na- 
tion^ if  they  would  let  troth  have  its  scope,  and  let  right-* 
eonsness  overcome  them!  and  not  contend  for  shadows 
against  the  sabstanee;  but  let  the  substance  overcome  all 
those  shadows  which  have  held  it  in  bondage,  and  upheld 
its  enemy. 

The  great  enemy  of  God,  all  this  night  of  the  apostasy, 
hath  been  antichrist;  who  hath  not  been  au  open  enemy  only, 
but  hath  appeared  as  if  he  had  been  for  Christ,  commanding 
the  worshipping  and  honoring  of  Christ,  yea,  and  with  a 
great  zeal  taking  upon  him  to  cause  people  to  worship  ac- 
cording to  what  he  determined  to  be  right:  and  thus  he 
getteth  into  the  temple,  erecting  a  usurping  authoritj^  over 
the  conscience,  setting  up  and  oompelUng  to  an  invented 
worship. 

Against  this  kind  of  worship  God  hath  still  been  raising 
witnesses:  but  he  having  the  powers  of  the  earth  on  hU 
side  (as  was  prophesied  he  should,  Rev.  xvii.  13.),  bath  of" 
ten  prevailed  over  them.  Rev.  xiii.  7.  And  so  the  ti'uth  bath 
been  suppressed,  and  &lse  worships  s^t  up  by  the  powers  of 
the  earth,  according  to  the  proportion  they  have  drunk  of 
the  golden  cup  of  fornication;  which  doth  not  only  deceive 
in  one  way  of  manifest  and  gross  false  worship,  but  hath 
many  mixtures  and  mysteries  of  deceit  in  it  Rev.  xvii.  2,  &c. 

Now  God  hath  a  time  to  call  for  an  account  of  the  suffer- 
ings and  blood  of  his  saints.  Rev.  vi.  10, 11.  lie  hath  a 
time  to  judge  the  great  whore.  Rev.  xvii.  1.  And  when 
the  time  of  God*s  judgment  comes  upon  the  earth,  God  be- 
gins with  his  own  house  first,  and  so  w^ith  that  which  hath 
taken  upon  it  to  separate  from  Babylon,  to  see  what  he  ean 
find  of  Babylon  therein;  and  he  will  judge  that  before  ho 

9* 
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fall  upon  the  great  body  of  the  mystery  ai  iniqaily.  1  Pet 
iv.  17.  Heb.  X.  80. 

Now,  therefore,  it  behoves  this  nation  to  consider  what  of 
Babylon  may  be  found  in  it^  and  to  part  with  it,  that  it  may 
escape  the  plagues  of  Babyloii,  Rev.  xviii.  4.  which  are  very 
bitter,  as  ver.  7,  8,  kc.  these  are  the  two  main  things 
whereof  Babylon  is  guilty : 

1.  An  invented  form  of  worship,  a  Hkeness  of  the  true 
worship;  but  not  the  true  worship  itself. 

2.  A  persecuting  and  endeavoring  to  suppress  the  power 
of  the  trudi,  even  of  the  purity  of  the  godly  religion  and 
worship,  by  means  of  this  form;  because  for  conscienee' 
sake,  men,  who  are  taught  otherwise  by  the  spirit  of  God, 
cannot  submit  and  subject  thereto. 

This  Gk>d  is  coming  down  to  plead  with  in  that  great  cdty, 
Babylon ;  and  this  Ood  will  first  plead  with  in  thee,  O  Eng- 
land !  Consider  what  of  this  is  yet  remaining  in  thee  (or 
what  of  this  thy  heart  hankers  after),  and  part  with  it  as 
thou  lovest  thy  peace.  The  Lord  is  the  witness  of  the  in- 
tegrity and  fidelity  of  my  heart  to  thee  in  these  lines.  It 
will  be  hard  for  thee  to  escape  the  Lord's  hand ;  yet  it  is 
not  impossible.  If  thou  bow  before  the  mighty  Qod,  and 
lie  abased  in  spirit  at  his  foet,  he  can  open  that  eye  in  thee 
which  can  let  thee  see  thy  danger,  and  also  the  way  how  to 
escape  it. 

L    P. 
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By  ISAAC  PKNINGTON  thk  Younqek.         ' 

Behold,  I  come  as  a  thief.    Blessed  is  he  that  watcheth,  and  keepcth  \\U 
s^arments,  U*et  he  walk  naked,  and  they  se<>«hiB  fthnmo.    Kev.  xvi.  15. 
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Christ,  tlie  eternal  Son  of  God,  the  substance  of  all  the 
t}'pe8  and  shadows  of  the  law,  was  made  a  priest  to  God, 
not  after  the  law  of  a  carnal  commandment,  but  after  the 
j)ower  of  an  endless  life.  He  came  in  the  power  of  the 
Father;  he  received  the  power,  he  ministered  the  power, 
and  in  the  power.  Thus  he  gathered  together  living  stones, 
built  them  into  a  living  temple  for  the  Father  of  life  to 
dwell  in,  that  they  may  be  filled  with  the  power,  dwell  in 
the  power,  and  be  to  the  glory  of  the  power.  The  church 
of  Israel,  the  church  of  the  Old  Testament,  the  church  of 
Moses,  was  gathered  by  the  letter,  was  to  be  ordered  hf  the 
letter,  was  to  keep  and  observe  the  law  of  the  letter,  was  to 
have  priests  and  sacrifices  according  to  the  letter;  but  the 
Xew  Testament  church  was  to  be  of  true  Jews,  of  Jews 
gathered  in  the  power,  circumcised  by  the  power,  renewed 
in  the  power,  &c.  So  that  he  is  not  a  Jew  any  longer,  who 
is  one  outward,  nor  that  circumcision  which  is  outward  in 
the  flesh :  but  he  is  a  Jew  who  is  one  inwardly :  and  cir- 
cumcision is  that  of  the  heart  in  the  Spirit,  and  not  in  the 
letter.  We  are  the  circumcision,  saith  the  apostle,  which 
worship  God  in  the  Spirit,  and  have  no  confidence  in  the 
flesh.  The  New  Testament  state  is  a  state  of  substance, 
eyen  of  that  spiritual-  substance  which  the  law  held  out  in 
shadows.  The  Jew  is  inward,  the  circumcision  inward,  the 
sacrifices  inward,  the  church  inward,  the  ministry  inward, 
the  worship  inward :  all  is  in  spirit,  in  life,  in  power,  in  vir- 
tue ;  the  whole  state  is  answerable  to  the  High-priest  of  our 
profession,  even  after  the  power  of  the  endless  life.  By  the 
eternal  Spirit  was  he  made  a  minister,  by  it  he  preached, 
("The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  upon  me,  because  he  hath 
anointed  me  to  preach  the  gospel,"  &c.  Luke  iv.  18.) 
^^throngh  it  he  ofi:*ered  up  himself  a  sacrifice  without  spot 
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to  God.**  tteh.  iX.  14#  And  in  the  same  power  mm  the 
vein  of  the  whole  dispensation  of  the  gospel ;  for  it  h 
a  ministration  of  the  Spirit  2  Cor.  iii.  8.  Take  away  the 
life,  take  away  the  Spirit;  ye  take  away  the  stones  of  this 
building;  ye  take  away  the  church;  ye  take  away  the  min- 
istry; ye  take  away  all. 

Now  about  this  inward  building  there  was  an  outwmxl 
court,  which  had  its  being,  state,  and  honor  from  the  pres- 
ence of  the  inward  life.  The  rirtue  of  the  inwaixl  buildin*r 
did  cast  a  reflection,  and  bring  forth  an  outward  8tatc  (ae  it 
cannot  but  do,  wherever  it  appears  ill  \U  riches  and  glory). 
This  state  stood  lirm  in  the  days  of  the  apostles,  till  GodV 
measui'ing  and  removing  of  his  temple,  altar,  and  worrihii>- 
pers,  and  his  giving  up  of  the  outward  court  (it  having  lot^t 
the  life  and  virtue,  which  flowed  into  it  from  the  temple, 
while  the  temple  renmined  within  it)  to  the  Gentiles;  who 
under  the  Gospel  arc  such  as  are  unoircumcise«l  in  sjiirit, 
and  can  wornliip  in  the  outward  court  without  the  Spirit, 

The  enemy  indeed  fought  hawl  against  the  life  and  power, 
but  he  could  not  there  prevail  ;  the  gates  of  hell  could  not 
prevail  against  the  true  church,  which  brought  forth  the 
man-child,  nor  against  the  man-child  whom  she  brought 
forth ;  but  the  man-child  was  caught  up  to  God,  and  the 
woman  fled  into  the  wilderness.  Then  that  ehurch-statc, 
and  worship,  which  depended  upon  their  prei«en(.v,  was  dis- 
solved; for  how  could  it  be  otherwise,  when  both  the  man- 
child,  which  Was  the  head  of  the  church  (from  whence  the 
virtue,  life,  and  inflnence  did  flow  into  tlie  whole  body),  and 
the  woman  (or  church)  herself  also  w^re  both  gone  tmt  of 
sight?  So  that  the  ministry  of  eternal  life,  and  the  temjile, 
wherein  the  life  was  ministered,  being  l)otli  removed,  thev 
are  neither  of  them  hcncefonvard  to  be  found  in  that  ])lacc, 
where  they  were  lieheld  before  (and  where  most  eyc*s  would 
be  ready  to  look  for  them  again),  but  there  where  the  Siiirit 
had  hid  them. 

Xow  mark  diliicentlv,  what  kind  of  esteem  the  true 
church  hath  had  in  the  World  ever  since  her  disrobing  lier- 
self  of  her  outwaixl  garments,  and  flight  into  the  wilderness. 
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and  htwr  her  true  seed  have  been  handled.  The  drag<ni 
immediately  caste  a  flood  after  her;  her  beaiitiftil  raiment 
being  pnt  off,  and  she  clothed  in  the  habit  of  a  widow,  the 
eye  of  the  world  could  no  longer  aee  and  acknowledge  her 
to  be  the  church,  but  <Usdain,  reproach,  revile  her.  This  is 
her  lot  all  the  days  of  antichrist;  she  is  misrepresented  by 
the  dragon's  flood  of  reproaches,  and  looked  upon  as  a  strum- 
pet,  as  one  that  pretends  to  Christ  for  her  Lord  and  husband, 
to  his  spirit,  to  his  kingdom,  to  his  truth,  without  a  just 
right;  and  the  remnaut  of  her  seed  are  still  made  war  with 
by  the  dragon.  Who  have  been  the  hunted  ones,  the 
hated,  the  persecuted  in  all  nations,  but  the  tender-con- 
scienced,  who  receive  the  law  of  Christ  into  their  hearts, 
bowing  to  him  in  their  worship  and  conversation,  and  dare 
not  bow  or  worship  according  to  the  doctrines  and  com- 
mandments of  men  ? 

Now  the  true  church,  or  temple,  being  thus  removed,  the 
outward  court  becomes  the  habitation  and  place  of  worship 
among  the  Gentiles,  all  the.  time  of  the  church's  abode  in 
the  wilderness.  The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  having  left  it,  the 
Heathenish  spirit  (man's  earthly  nature  and  wisdom),  the 
spirit  of  antichrist,  enters  into  it,  and  upholds  the  form  of 
the  former  building  (so  far  as  it  judgeth  necessary),  and 
here  it  is  found  worshipping,  and  making  a  great  e^ow  of 
holiness  and  devotion,  but  in  the  mean  time  makes  war 
with  the  true  worshippers,  who  cannot  worship  in  the  out- 
ward court  (since  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  hath  left  it,  and 
given  it  to  the  Gentiles),  but  follow  the  church  into  the  wil- 
derness, and  worship  in  that  temple  which  God  hath  re* 
moved  thither. 

Oh !  where  is  the  eye  which  can  read  these  things,  as 
they  are  written  either  in  the  letter,  or  in  the  Spirit.  Anti- 
christ is  a  mystety  of  iniquity,  which  works,  and  gets  up, 
and  reigns,  under  an  appearance  of  godliness;  and  he  that 
will  discern  him,  and  his  fistlse  ways  of  worship,  must  have 
that  eye  which  sees  beyond  the  appearance  of  things,  into 
thM-  nature:  and  in  this  is  the  discovery  of  hi|n,  and  the 
redemption  from  him.    And  happy  is  he,  who  is  not  ^^de* 
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filed  with  women,"  but  abideth  in  the  true  mrgfrnittfj  eitpee** 
ing  and  prepiMring  for  the  appearance  of  the  bridegroom. 


THE  CONSIDERATION 

OF    A 

PO  SITION    &c 


Thbrb  is  a  position  laid  down  in  some  printed  letters, 
concerning  the  use  of  the  Common  Prayer-book,  tendered 
by  one  Edm.  Ellis  (who  professeth  himself  to  be  a  minister 
of  Jesus  Christ)  to  Mr.  Hughes,  and  Mr.  Ford  (as  he  stj'leth 
them) ;  against  which  position  he  entreateth  me,  if  I  find 
upon  my  spirit  any  thing  to  be  objected  against  it,  to  dis- 
cover it  in  exact  and  punctual  expressions.  This  desire  of 
his  is  set  down  in  print  after  the  letters. 

His  position,  or  assertion,  is  this:  "That  a  man  may 
worship  God  in  Spirit  and  in  truth,  in  the  use  of  that  form 
of  prayer  for  morning  and  evening,  which  we  call  the  Com- 
mon-Prayer." 

Now  whoever  would  weigh  this  assertion  aright,  must 
have  the  balance  of  the  sanctuary,  and  must  put  it  into  the 
scale  with  an  equal  hand;  and  tiben  looking  with  that  eye, 
which  is  given  to  see  the  mysteries  of  the  kingdom  of  €k)d, 
to  him  who  is  bom  of  God,  the  truth  or  error  of  it  is  easily 
discerned. 

True  prayer  is  the  brtathmg  of  the  chUd  to  the  Father  teldch 
heffatUyfrcm  the  sense  of  its  wants^fcr  the  supply  of  those  iffonts. 

"The  wind  bloweth  where  it  listeth,  and  thou  hearest  Hie 
sound  thereof;  but  canst  not  tell  whence  it  cometh,  and 
whither  it  goetb;  so  is  every  one  that  is  bom  of  the  Spirit.** 
John  iii.  8.  God,  by  the  breath  of  his  Spirit,  begets  a  man 
out  of  the  spirit  and  likeness  of  this  world  into  his  own 


ISAAC  PSKIKOTON.  109 

I  Mid  likenew.  He  that  is  tiiUB  begoMon,  wants  nour- 
ishm^nt,  wants  the  diviiie  warmth,  the  breasts  <^  oob8<^ 
tion,  the  clothing  of  the  Spirit,  the  garment  of  salvation ; 
wants  the  bread  of  life  to  feed  on ;  wants  the  water  of  life 
to  drink;  wants  strength  against  the  enemy's  aseaults,  wis- 
dom against  his  snares  and  temptations;  wants  the  arm  of 
t^A  Deliverer  to  preserve  and  carry  on  the  work  of  re- 
demption daily;  wants  taith  to  deny  the  fleshly  wisdom, 
that  so  he  may  trust  and  feel  the  virtue  of  the  arm  of  the 
Deliverer;  wants  hope,  patience,  meekness,  a  clear  guidance, 
an  upright  heart  to  follow  after  the  Lord ;  yea,  very  many 
are  the  daily  wants  of  that  which  is  begotten  by  the  breath 
of  God,  in  its  state  of  weakness,  until  it  be  drawn  up  into 
the  unity  of  the  body,  where  the  full  communion  with  the 
life  is  felt,  the  heart,  satisfied,  and  the  wants  drowned. 

Now  the  breathing  of  this  child  to  the  Father  from  the 
seoae  of  these  wants  for  his  supply;  that  is  prayer;  nay, 
though  it  be  but  a  groan,  or  sigh,  which  cannot  be  uttered, 
or  expressed ;  yet  that  is  prayer,  true  prayer,  which  hath 
an  aeceptanoe  with  the  Lord,  and  receiveth  a  gracious 
answer  from  him.  And  he  that  begetteth  the  child,  teach- 
eth  him  to  pray,  even  by  the  same  Spirit  which  begat  him. 
In  watching  daily  to  the  Spirit,  the  child  is  kept  sensible  of 
the  will  of  the  Father,  and  in  his  light  he  sees  the  way 
wherein  he  is  to  walk;  he  sees  also  the  enemy  when  he  is 
coming,  yea,  and  the  snares  he  is  privily  laying,  and  lie 
feels  his  own  weakness  to  withstand  or  escape:  and  in  this 
MQse  his  heart  cries  to  the  Father  of  spirits  for  preservation ; 
for  him  to  stand  by  him;  for  him  to  step  in  in  the  net  dial 
time,  even  in  the  season  of  distress.  And  thus  wateiiing  to 
the  Spirit,  the  life  of  a  Christian  is  a  continual  course  of 
prayer:  he  proifs  contifmaUy.  This  is  the  living  prayer  of 
the  living  ehild*  which  consists  not  in  a  form  of  words, 
either  lead  out  of  a  book,  or  conceived  in  the  mind;  but  in 
fading  the  breath  of  its  nature  issuing  out  from  the  princr- 
]de  of  life  in  it  to  the  living  spring,  which  is  the  Father  of 
it;  who  by  causing  his  virtues  to  spring  up  in  it,  nourish* 
eth  it  to  everlasting  life. 
Vol.  IL-^  10 
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But  now,  man  who  is  not  born  of  the  Spirit,  but  (by  emi- 
•coiving  ^rae  of  the  truths  of  God  in  the  wisdom  fvom 
below)  hath  attained  to  some  change  of  opinion  and  conver- 
sation, he  pretends  to  be  tliis  birth  fmni  above;  though 
indeed  he  i«  bom  but  *'of  bloods,"  or  "of  the  will  of  the 
flesh,*'  or  "of  the  will  of  man,*'  John  i.  13.  and  what  Gk>d 
begets  in,  and  gives  to,  his  true  child,  he  will  be  imitating, 
though  he  be  out  of  the  nature  and  spirit  where  the  true 
child  is  begotten,  and  where  the  true  gift  of  the  Father  is 
received  by  him.  He  will  be  believing,  though  he  hath  not 
received  any  proportion  of  the  living  faith  from  the  hand  of 
the  Father:  he  will  be  forming  repentance  and  sorrow  for 
sin,  though  his  heart  be  not  turned  from  it;  he  will  be 
hoping  in  God's  mercy,  although  he  be  both  from  off  the 
foundation,  and  from  under  the  shadow  of  the  mercy-eeat;' 
and  he  will  be  praying,  though  he  hath  neither  received  the 
Spirit,  nor  been  taught  by  the  Spirit  to  pray ;  and  so  being 
from  that  which  should  guide  him,  and  teach  him  the  truth 
and  way  of  worship  as  it  is  in  Jesus,  he  runs  out  into  the 
inventions  and  imaginations,  and  sets  up  a  way  of  his  own 
choosing;  which  he  having  much  considered  of,  and  beat 
out  by  reasonings,  and  fenced  about  with  arguments,  he 
grows  wise  in  his  own  eyes,  and  now  verily  believes  it  to  be 
the  way  of  God,  and  that  he  is  able  to  maintain  it  against 
all  opposers.  Thus  one  man,  he  is  for  a  form ;  another  man, 
he  is  against  a  form,  and  for  conceived  prayers ;  aad  each 
thinks  himself  able  to  maintain  his  own,  and  to  overthrow 
the  other.  But  oh,  that  that  ear  were  open  which  can  hear 
the  truth !  that  where  there  is  any  true,  honest,  upright  de- 
sire after  God,  from  the  simplicity  of  the  heart,  it.might  not 
be  thus  betrayed  through  the  subtlety  of  the  fleshly  wisdom, 
Avhich  lies  lurking  in  the  wise,  reasoning,  knowing  part,  to 
betray  the  poor,  weak  babe.  The  natuml  man,  the  reason- 
ing man,  the  underatanding  man,  the  wise  maa  according 
to  the  natural  wisdom,  cannot  understand  the  things  (rfOod. 
Here  is  no  learning  to  pray  aright,  to  believe  aright,  to  h<^ 
aright,  to  mourn  aright,  to  rejoice  aright,  fcc,  but  this  wis- 
dom must  be  brought  to  nothing,  1  Cor.  i.  19.  and  a  man 
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mnflt  become  a  child  to  all  knowledge,  as  let  in  thiJi  way; 
and  he  that  so  become*  a  child  is  taught  to  pray,  to  believe, 
to  wait,  to  hope,  and  all  that  ia  necessary  to  eternal  life. 

Kow  as  the  Father  teacheth  to  pray,  so  he  givcth  desires 
or  words  (if  he  please)  according  to  the  present  need.  Some- 
times he  gives  but  ability  to  sigh  or  groan  (if  he  give  no 
more,  he  acc^ts  that).  Sometimes  he  gives  strong  breath- 
ings and  plenty  of  words  to  pour  out  the  soul  in  before 
the  Lord.  But  if  a  man  should  cattjh  those  words,  and  lay 
them  up  against  anotlier  time,  and  often-  them  up  to  God  in 
his  own  will,  this  would  be  but  wiU-wv)rHhip  and  abomina- 
tion. This  I  have  known  experiinentjilly,  and  have  felt  the 
wrath  of  God  for  it.  That  is  prayer,  which  comes  fresh 
fn>m  the  Spirit;  and  that  is  a  true  dc«ii\%  which  the  Spirit 
begets;  but  the  affections  and  sparks  of  man's  kindling 
please  not  the  Lofil,  nor  do  they  conduce  to  the  soul's  rest, 
but  will  end  in  the  bed  of  sorrow.  Isa.  I.  !!• 

Xow  as  touching  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer,  or  prayers 
conceived  without  the  immediate  breathings  of  the  Spirit, 
I  shall  speak  mine  own  experience  faithfully,  which  is  this ; 
I  have  felt  both  these  ways  draw  out  the  wrong  part,  and 
keep  that  alive  in  me,  which  the  true  prayer  kills.  And  ht"? 
that  utters  a  word  beyond  the  sense  which  God  begets  in  his 
spirit,  takes  God's  name  in  vain,  and  provokes  him  to  jeal- 
ousy against  his  own  soul.  "God  is  in  heaven,  thou  art  on 
earth,  therefore  let  thy  words  be  few."  The  few  words 
which  the  Spirit  speaks,  or  the  few  still,  soft,  gentle  breath- 
ings which  the  Spirit  begets,  are  pleasing  to  God,  and  profit- 
able to  the  soul ;  but  the  many  wotds  which  man's  wisdom 
afTccts,  hurt  the  precious  life,  and  thicken  the  veil  of  death 
over  the  soul,  keeping  that  part  alive  which  separates  from 
God ;  which  part  must  die  ere  the  soul  can  live. 

The  true  prayer  is  by  that  which  God  begets  in  the  vir- 
tue of  fats  Spirit,  ("praying  always  in  the  Spirit,*'  Ephes.  vi, 
18.  Jnde  20.)  in  the  time  he  chooses:  for  the  Spirit  breath-^ 
eth  as  well  when  he  listet^i,  as  where  he  Itsteth;  and  man 
cannot  limit  him  when  he  shall  breathe,  or  when  be  dball 
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not  brAtlic;  l)nt  is  to  wait  tlic  pcaRon  of  his  breatliing,  aitd 
80  to  *' watch  unto  prayer." 

Xow  if  the  prayer  be  in  words,  (for  there  is  a  prayirifr 
without  words)  then  it  must  be  in  those  words  which  he 
j>leasetli  to  give,  from  tlie  sense  which  he  kindleth,  and  not 
in  the  words  wliich  man's  wisdom  teacheth,  or  would 
choose  to  use.  And  indeed,  in  the  true  religion,  and  in  ev- 
ery exercise  of  it  man's  wisdom  is  kept  out,  and  nailed  to 
the  cross,  by  wliich  means  the  immortal  life  is  raised,  and 
grows  in  the  true  disciple.  He  believes,  he  hopes,  he  waits, 
h6  prays,  he  mourns,  he  rejoices,  he  obeys,  &c.,  in  the  cross 
to  the  mortal  part;  not  as  man's  wisdom  teacheth,  or  would 
teach,  or  can  teach  any  of  these  things ;  for  liis  sacrifice  is 
still  an  abomination,  even  to  the  wise  Egyptian  part  in  him- 
self; (O  wise  man  I  abase  thyself  before  the  Lord  in  his 
Spirit,  that  thou  mayest  read  this  and  live!)  but  as  the  life 
teacheth,  as  the  wisdom  from  .above  teacheth,  which  break- 
eth  down,  shutteth  up,  confoundeth  and  destroyeth  man's 
wisdom,  while  he  is  teaching  his  babe. 

Thus  have  I  answered  in  the  simplicity  of  my  heart,  to 
the  nature  of  the  thing,  so  far  as  the  Lord  hath  pleased  to 
draw  forth  my  spirit ;  and  in  sinking  down  to  that,  which 
thus  opened  my  spirit,  my  answer  may  easily  be  read  and 
assented  to  :  but  to  that  which  is  in  the  disputing  wisdom, 
out  of  the  feeling  of  the  hidden  life  and  virtue,  it  may 
prove  a  mystery. 

Afterwards  he  also  entreateth  me  to  peruse  seriously, 
and  to  lay  deeply  to  heart  (in  the  real  fear  and  dread  of  the 
great  Gk)d),  some  particulars  which  he'teacheth  for  truths. 

I  perceive  he  is  offended  at  the  questioning  of  hie  minis- 
try, and  that  the  main  intent  of  his  proposing  th^se  is  to 
justify  his  ministry;  which  if  they  were  true,  yet  the 
preaching  of  them  would  not  prove  him,  or  any  man  else, 
to  be  a  miniBter  of  Jesus  Christ:  for  it  is  not  preaching 
things  Hiat  are  true  which  makes  a  true  minister;  but  the  re- 
eeiving  of  his  ministry  from  the  Lord.  The  gospel  is  the 
Lord's,  wbteh  is  to  be  preached,  and  is,  to  be  preached  in 
his  power;  and  the  ministers  which  preach  it  are  to  be  en- 
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dued  with  his  jx>wer,  and  to  be  sent  by  him.  The  apostles 
themselves  though  they  liad  received  instructions  concern- 
ing the  kingdom  from  Christ's  own  lips,  lK)th  in  his  life- 
time, and  after  his  resurrection.  Acts.  i.  3.  and  had  received 
a  commission  from  him  to  teach  all  nations.  Matt  xxviii. 
18,  19.  yet  this  was  not  sufficient  to  make  them  able  minis- 
ters of  the  K'ew  Testament;  but,  before  they  went  abroad 
to  preach,  they  were  to  wait  for  the  power;  Acts  i.  4.  8, 
and  when  they  had  received  it,  they  were  to  minister  in  it, 
that  men  might  be  converted  to  the  power,  and  by  the 
power,  that  the  faith  of  persons  might  not  stand  in  the  wis- 
dom of  their  words,  (which  Paul  might  have  abounded  in, 
as  well  as  others)  but  in  the  power  of  Qqd.  1  Cor.  ii.  5. 
And  this  was  it  made  Paul  minister  in  fear  and  trembling, 
lest  the  w^rong  part  in  him  should  nunij^ter;  lest  the  earthly 
understanding  part  should  bo  holding  forth  the  truths  of 
God  out  of  the  life,  out  of  the  power,  and  so  he  should 
convert  men  to  the  wisdom  of  the  words  he  spake,  and  not 
to  the  power,  ver.  2,  8.  This  was  it  he  was  sent  for,  to  turn 
men  "from  darkness  to  light,  and  from  the  power  of  Satan 
to  God; "  Acts  xxvi.  18.  from  the  spirit  of  enmity  and  death, 
to  the  Spirit  of  love  and  life:  and  this  he  was  careful  of  in 
his  ministry,  that  men  might  not  run  away  with  his  words, 
and  miss  of  the  thing.  And  this  also  was  the  way  whereby 
he  discovered  true  and  false  ministers:  **I  will  come,  an<l 
know  (saith  he)  not  the  speech  of  them  which  are  pufted 
up,  but  the  power:  fhr  the  kingdom  of  God  is  not  in  word, 
but  in  power.**  1  Cor.  iv.  19,  20.  Many  men  might  catch 
their  words,  and  run  away  with  then),  and  preach  them; 
but  they  oould  not  minister  in  the  power.  Now  the  king- 
dom which  the  gospel  ministers  are  the  preachei's  of,  con- 
siftts  not  in  words,  but  in  power.  "  God  hath  made  us  able 
ministers  of  the  New  Testament,  not  of  the  letter,  but  of 
the  Spirit."  2  Cor.  iii.  6.  The  ministry-  of  the  New  Testa- 
ment is  a  ministry  of  the  Spirit,  and  it  cannot  be  without 
the  Spirit.  It  is  a  reaching  to  men's  consciences  **  in  the 
demonstration  of  the  Spirit  and  power,"  1  Cor.  ii.  4.  and  2 
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Cor.  iv.  1,  2.  which  being  felt  iu  the  heail:,  and  turued  to, 
this  oouverts  them  to  God. 

The  ministry  of  the  gospel  doth  not  coustst  in  a  bare 
opening  of  the  letter  (or  mising  of  doctrines  and  uses  from 
the  letter,  which  the  wisdom  of  man  may  easily  perfonu) 
as  the  ministry  of  the  law  did:  but  in  bringing  men  to  the 
feeling  of  the  Spirit,  even  of  the  eternal  power  of  God 
which  redeems,  in  turning  men  from  the  darkness  to  the 
light,  in  sotting  their  faces  towards  the  power.  The  gospel 
is  the  substi^nce  of  what  was  shadowed  out  i»i  the  law;  and 
he  that  miuistei's  it  must  minister  substance.  lie  must 
have  the  heavenly  treasure  (that  is  tlie  substance)  in  his 
earthly  vessel;  2  Cor.  iv.  7.  and  he  must  give  out  of  this 
treasure  into  the  vessel  which  God  prepares:  and  that  he 
may  do  this,  he>4iuist  minister  in  the  Spirit,  and  in  the 
[)ovver.  His  words  must  not  be  such  as  man's  wisdom 
would  teach,  or  a.*^  nmn's  comprehension  would  gather;  but 
such  words  as  God's  wisdom  prepares  for  him,  and  puts  in- 
to his  mouth.  He  that  will  be  a  true  minister,  juust  receive 
both  his  gift,  his  ministry,  and  the  exercise  of  both  from  the 
Lord:  and  must  be  8ure,  in  his  ministering,  to  keep  in  the 
power,  or  he  will  never  win  others  to  the  power :  but  in 
keeping  in  the  power,  while  he  is  ministering  and  standing 
in  the  cross  to  his  own  understiinding  and  wisdom,  giving 
forth  the  truths  which  the  Loixl  chooseth  to  have  him  speak 
ill  the  words  which  God  chooseth,  even  in  the  words  which 
are  ministered  to  him  by  the  power;  in  thus  ministering  he 
shall  save  his  own  soul,  and  those  that  Hear  hira,  even  all 
wlio  in  fear  and  mecknes-*  rivcive  the  inixvaftod  word,  which 
is  able  to  save  the  soul.  V\n*  ahis,  alas!  naiwy  have  rc\«eived 
words  of  truth,  ami  a[»i>reI»ciisions  of  knowledge,  whereby 
they  hope  to  be  saved;  but  how  few  are  acquainted  witli 
that  knowledge  which  sti\nds  in  the  power,  which  alone 
converts  and  keeps  alive  unto  God !  Oh,  how  many  souls 
are  to  bo  answered  for  by  them,  who  tiike  upon  them  to  be 
pastora  from  God,  who  have  fed  the  flock  with  words,  trith 
(liscoursc\s  which  they  liavc  made,  and  have  ruled  over  them 
with  force  and  criwlfi/ ;  but  have  wanted  the  love,  the  ten- 
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demeM,  the  light  and  power  of  the  true  Shepherd!  Oh, 
whftl  will  these  do  when  God  requires  his  sheep  at  their 
hands!  Oh,  that  there  were  an  heart  to  consider!  Ye 
sh^herds  of  England,  little  do  ye  know  what  is  towards 

Now  for  those  things  tlieniselves,  which  he  saith  '*he 
principally  endeavoi-s  to  make  known  to  the  sons  of  men," 
there  is  a  mixture  in  them ;  which,  if  lie  could  singly  apply 
himself  to  wait  on  the  Lord  in  the  meek,  sober  spirit,  out  of 
the  consultations,  wisdom,  and  confidence  of  the  flesh,  it 
might  please  the  Lord  to  make  manifest  to  him. 

The  fii'st  particular  of  those,  which  lie  lays  down  for 
truths  is,  "that  the  gootl  things  of  this  life,  honors,  riches, 
ie.,  unless  wc  make  use  of  them  in  the  service  of  God,  ai^ 
but  vanity  and  vexation  of  spirit;  and  in  no- wise  any  more 
cajmble  to  satisfy  or  content  an  immortal  soul,  than  lime, 
^nd  ashes,  and  cobwebs,  and  such-like  trash,  are  to  satisfy 
and  keep  in  health  the  bodies  of  those  pei-sons,  who,  througli 
the  depravedness  of  their  api)etite,  desire  to  feed  on  them. 

Ans.  Christ,  by  his  ministry,  calleth  his  disciples  out  of 
the  world  up  to  the  Father;  out  of  the  honor,  riches,  and 
whatever  else  is  of  the  world.  "How  can  ye  believe,  which 
i-eceive  honor  one  of  another,  and  seek  not  the  honor  that 
cometh  from  God  only?*'  John  v.  44.  And  the  rich  man, 
he  bids  him  "sell  all  and  follow  him."  And  the  Apostle 
John  saith,  ''Love  not  the  world,  neither  the  things  that  are 
in  the  world.  If  any  man  love  the  world,  the  love  of  the 
Father  is  not  in  him.  For  all  that  is  in  the  world,  the  lust 
of  the  flesh,  the  lust  of  the  eyes,  and  the  pride  of  life,  is  not 
of  the  Father,  but  is  of  the  world.'*  1  John  ii.  15,  10.  He 
that  will  be  a  disci{)le  of  Christ,  must  travel  out  of  the 
earthly  into  the  heavenly,  leaving  all  that  is  of  this  world 
behind  him,  possessing  nothing  iis  his  portion,  but  him  who 
hath  caUe<l  him  out  of  this  country,  from  auiong  his  kin- 
dred, and  fixMU  his  fathers  liouse,  to  another  land, kindred, 
and  habitatio!).  So  that  here  they  are  pilgrims  and  strang- 
ers, sojourners  and  [uissengers,  unknown  -to  tl>e  world,  and 
of  a  strange  garb,  behavior,  and  appeari^nce  in  it;  not  enjoy- 
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ing  anj-  thiug  as  the  world  enjoys;  not  using  any  dring  us 
the  world  useth;  not  honoring  men,  or  receiving  honor 
from  men,  as  the  world  gives  or  receives  honor;  but  honor- 
ing men  in  the  Lord,  and  receiving  honor  from  the  Lord: 
and  whatever  they  seem  to  retain  of  the  earthly  things,  they 
liold  as  stewards  under  the  Loixl;  not  using  or  disposing  of 
them,  as  they  think  good,  but  waiting  for  the  discovery  of 
the  Master^s  pleasure,-  who  is  to  order,  in  his  comisel  and 
wisdom,  all  that  is  his  own,  to  his  own  gteiy.  The  law  re- 
([uireth  a  tenth  part  to  be  given  up  to  the  Lord ;  the  gospel 
roquireth  all,  soul,  bocl^,  spirit ^  ffood  name,  ifc. ;  even  that  the 
whole  possession  be  8.)ld,  and  laid  at  the  Master's  feet;  and 
lie  that  kc^epeth  any  thing  back,  cannot  be  a  disciple;  can- 
not be  a  soldier  of  Christ ;  but  must  needs  entangle  hbnself 
with  the  affair.^  of  thin  life.  This  is  sound  and  savory,  even 
the  truth  of  Jesus,  as  it  is  known  and  folt  in  the  renewed 
spirit;  but  his  words,  if  lie  men?;ure  them  in  the  pure  liglit 
of  God,  ho  will  poiveive  not  to  have  sprung  thence;  but  to 
have  been  formed  in  the' earthly  wise  part;  even  in  that 
wisdom,  undei*8tauding,  and  comprehension,  which  is  shut 
out  of  the  mysteries  of  Gods  kingdom. 

For  his  second,  "That  nothing  but  the  enjoyment  of  God, 
the  fountain  of  all  goodness,  can  truly  and  really  content 
an  inmiortal  soul/'  And  for  his  third,  ''That  no  man  can 
enjoy  God,  but  he  that  loves  him  with  all  his  heart,  and 
with  all  his  soul,  (and  for  his  sake)  his  neighbor  as  himself*' 
r  own  both  the  things  themselves,  and  these  words,  and  I 
felt  a  good  savor  in  tlic'm  at  tlio  reading  of  them:  only  let 
me  say  this,  if  he  [mt  n;en'uiK)n  striving  after  these  things, 
without  pointing  them  to  tlie  gift  where  the  strength  is  re- 
ceived to  perform,  and  where  the  waiting  is  to  be  for  the 
strength,  he  cannot  preach  them  profitably  to  his  hearers. 

To  his  fourth,  "That  though  every  sincere  convert,  or  re- 
generate person,  loves  God  continually  with  hia  whole 
heart,  as  to  the  habit  or  root  of  holy  love ;  yet  whilst  he  is 
in  the  body,  he  may  sometimes  fiiil  of  the  act  or  fruit  of  it, 
and  may  offend  God  through  the  love  of  the  creature. 
Whicli  truth  (so  much  opi>osed  in  these  days)  is  clear  and 
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mnnifegt  in  the  holy  Scriptures ;  particnlarly  in  the  records 
of  the  heinous  shis  of  the  prophet  David,  and  Peter,  the 
apostle." 

Ans.  The  Lord  nrn(mn\9eth  the  heart  of  believers  tinder 
the  new  covenant,  to  love  the  Tx^rd  their  God  with  all  their 
hearty  tftai  they  may  lire:  he  catlseth  the  plant  to  spring  up  out  of 
the  dry  and  barren  fp'oimd^  irhirh  he  watereth  with  his  blessing; 
and  he  layeth  his  axe  to  the  root  qf  the  old  tree^  hewing  at  it^  even 
tm  he  hath  rut  it  up:  he  engr({fteth  the  Eternal  Word  into  the 
heart,  and  by  it  is  daily  purifying  thereof  fulfUling  the  good  pleas- 
ure  of  his  goodness  therein,  and  carrying  on  the  work  of  faith 
frith  power:  and  the  ministry  which  he  gave  was  for  the 
"perfecting  the  saints,"  Eph.  iv.  12,  13.  which  ministry 
exhorted  and  encouraged  believers  (from  God's  promises  of 
his  presence  and  powerful  operation  of  his  Spirit  in  the 
hearts  of  his  sons  and  danglitcrs)  to  '*  cleanse  themselves 
from  all  filthiness  of  the  flesh  and  spirit,  perfecting  holiness 
in  the  fear  of  God."  2  Cor.  vii.  1.  Xow  that  the  corrupt 
tree  shall  never  be  cut  down  whilst  man  is  in  the  body,  that 
the  heart  shall  never  be  thoroughly  circumcised  to  love  the 
Lord,  but  be  in  danger  of  "  oliending  God  through  the  love 
of  the  creatnre,"  this  doctrine  and  belief  springe th  not  from 
the  pure  fountain  of  life  and  power;  but  the  reasoning  pait 
hath  gathered  it  from  its  dbnceivings  beneath  the  power. 

The  seed  of  God  cannot  sin  (for  as  he  is  pure  which  be- 
getteth,  so  is  that  pure  which  is  begotten  of  him) :  nor  can 
nmn  sin,  who  is  born  of  it,  and  abides  in  it:  and  if  God 
please  to  perfect  the  birth  and  the  work  of  circumcision, 
what  can  hinder  a  nian  from  being  wholly  bom  from  it^ 
and  from  abiding  in  it?  Indeed  a  man  that  strives  in  his 
own  strength,  either  against  sin,  or  towards  holiness,  ma}' 
well  doubt  of  ever  having  it  accomplished :  but  he  that  feels 
the  eternal  power  beginning  the  work,  and  carrying  it  on 
daily,  cannot  doubt  but  he  can  perfect  it;  yea,  and  is  en- 
couraged (by  the  feeling  thereof)  to  hope  and  wait  on  him 
for  the  perfecting  of  it. 

As  for  his  instances  of  David  and  Peter,  they  reach  not 
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the  thing:  for  though  David  and  Peter  did  fiill;  yet  both 
David  and  Peter  might  attain  a  higher  state  before  they 
went  out  of  the  body,  than  they  were  in  before  they  fell. 
David  was  a  great  pro|»het>  and  Peter  a  precious  disciple; 
but  yet  there  was  a  higher  estate  to  be  administered,  even 
the  receiving  that  which  the  prophets  prophesied  ofi  and 
which  the  disciple  was  to  wait  for.  The  disciples  who  had 
known  Christ,  and  had  beeh  taught  by  him,  and  had  re- 
ceived a  commission  from  him,  to  whom  all  power  in 
heaven  and  earth  was  given,  yet  were  to  wait  for  a  further 
and  higher  state,  even  for  receiving  "the  promise  of  the 
Father,  the  powe*'  from  on  higVi,"  that  he  that  was  with 
them  might  be  in  them.  John  xiv.  17.  John  was  an  groat 
as  any  prophet,  and  yet  he  that  Was  least  in  the  kingdom 
was  greater  than  he.  Kead  the  Acts  of  tlie  Apostles.  Be- 
hold what  a  i»reciou.s  people  was  brought  forth,  even  in  the 
biginiiing  of  the  aj>ostle.s'  ministry;  how  full  of  faith,  how 
stripped  of  the  world,  how  si ns^le-h carted  to  God,  and  one 
towards  aiiotliorl  Acts  ii.  42,  &c.,  and  Actn  iv.  82,  &c. 
What  would  these  be,  abiding  and  growing  up  in  the  vine? 
Tlie  cutting  off  of  sin  is  necessary  while  in  the  body;  but 
to  make  the  committing  of  sin  neccssarj'  while  in  the  body, 
is  a  great  derogation  to  the  i)Owcr  of  (rod's  grace,  and  to 
the  mystery  of  faith,  which  ovctcometh  the  evils  of  tlic 
heart,  and  the  worldly  nature  within;  puritieth  the  con- 
science from  dead  works,  and  is  "'held  in  the  pure  con- 
science." Oh  that  men  knew  the  power,  and  the  faith 
which  stands  in  the  jiowerl  for  then  would  they  not  judge 
it  so  impossible  to  be  cleansed  by  the  faith  thnuigh  the 
power.  Oh,  that  light,  that  pure  light  of  the  S[)irit,  where- 
in the  living  blood  runs,  which  cicanseth  from  all  sin,  and 
keepcth  clean  them  that  abide  and  walk  in  it!  If  this  were 
but  a  little  felt,  such  doctrines  as  these  (which  are  gathered 
in  the  comprehcnsitm  from  words  injad,  without  being  let 
into  the  thing  itself)  would  soon  vanish,  and  find  no  place 
In  the  heart  where  the  power  dwells,  nor  in  the  uuderstan<l- 
ing  which  is  renewed,  preserved,  and  fcd  by  the  jx>wer. 
For  the  thinirs  of  God  arc  to  be  known  and  lield  in  the  un- 
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dentandiiig  whieh  ifi  giTen  of  God  (wiiich  understanding  is 
of  the  Spirit,  and  is  spiritual),  and  not  with  the  natural 
understanding,  which  cannot  receive  the  things  of  the  Spirit, 
but  only  a  carnal  apprehension  and  sense  of  the  words  of 
the  Spirit,  according  as  a  man  can  beat  them  out  with,  and 
comprehend  them  in,  his  reasoning  part. 

To  the  fifth,  ''That  the  souls  of  the  faithful  are  always 
growing  in  grace,  whilst  they  are  in  the  body ;  and  at  the 
instant  of  death,  or  separation  from  the  body,  our  Lord 
Jesus  shall  present  them  to  the  Father,  without  spot  or 
blemish." 

Ans.  Christ  presenteth  to  the  Father,  when  he  hath  puri- 
fied the  heart  and  mind,  and  made  it  fit  for  God's  pure  life 
uid  presence.  He  hath  received  the  fulness  from  the  Fa- 
ther, and  hath  freely  given  of  his  grace  and  of  his  truth  to 
the  sons  of  men,  to  regenerate  them,  to  cleanse  and  sanctify 
their  hearts,  and  make  them  fit  for  God  to  dwell  in.  He 
aitteth  in  his  temple  as  ''a  refiner  and  purifier  of  silver," 
(who  is  like  ''a  refiner's  fire,  and  like  fuller's  soap")  and 
when  he  hath  purified  his  disciples,  his  children,  his  Levites, 
he*  presenteth  them  to  the  Lord,  for  the  Lord  to  tabismacle 
and  dwell  in :  when  he  hath  thoroughly  consecrated  them, 
he  presenteth  them  as  kings  and  priests  to  his  Father,  to 
ofiTer  up  ''an  offering  in  righteousness,"  and  to  reign  with 
him  in  his  kingdom.  Mai.  iii.  8.  Rev.  i.  5.  And  there  were 
aome  so  purified  by  the  leaven  of  the  kingdom  (which  purg- 
eth  out  the  old  leaven  by  degrees,  even  till  at  length  it  hath 
made  the  lump  wholly  new),  that  to  them  all  things  were 
pure.  Titus  i.  6.  There  were  some  "come  unto  Mount  Zion, 
and  unto  the  city  of  the  living  God,  the  heavenly  Jerusa- 
lem, and  to  an  innumerable  company  of  angels^  to  the  gen- 
eral aasembly  and  church  of  the  first-born,  which  are  written 
in  heaven,  and  to  God  the  Judge  of  all,  and  to  the  spirits  of 
just  men  made  perfect,  and  to  Jesus  the  Mediator  of  the 
new  covenant,  and  to  the  blood  of  sprinkling."  Heb.  xii.  22, 
23,  24.  Thas  it  was  before  the  apostasy ;  yea,  and  after  the 
apostasy  there  were  some  found  standing  on  "Mount  Zion" 
sigain,  aueh  as  had  learned  the  "new  song; "  such  as  '^were 
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rode^mad  from  the  em^h; ''  such  as  ''were  not  defiled  widi 
women/'  (with  any  of  the  false  charches,  or  their  &LBe  ways 
of  worship)  but  had  kept  their  virginity  in  the  wilderness. 
If  ye  would  know  who  these  were,  they  were  the  ^'fir^^mits 
unto  God  and  the  Lamb"  after  the  apostasy,  who  were 
thoroughly  cleansed  by  the  spirit  of  burning,  insomuch  as 
"^in  their  mouth  was  found  no  guile,"  but  "they  were  with- 
out fault  before  the  throne  of  God."  Rev,  xiv.  1. — 6. 

The  work  of  the  Spirit  of  Christ  in  the  heart  is  bax  inward 
work,  and  doth  not  consist  in  outward  times  or  seasons,  but 
in  spiritual  degrees  and  seasons ;  which  when  they  are  fin- 
ished, the  heart  renewed,  the  spirit  changed,  the  work 
wrought  out:  then  the  gloiy  of  the  Father  is  revealed,  the 
entrance  into  the  everlasting  kingdom  ministered,  and  then 
there  is  a  sitting  down  in  the  everlasting  mansion,  even 
with  Christ  in  the  heavenly  places  which  he  hath  {u-epared; 
where  they  that  are  redeemed,  and  purged,  and  sanctified, 
sit  together  with  him:  and  as  the  body  cannot  hinder  his 
entering  into  the  spirits  of  his  saints,  and  his  dwelling  in 
them,  no  more  can  it  hinder  their  entering  into  him  and 
dwelling  in  him. 

ISow  there  are  several  exercises  of  spirit,  several  measnres 
of  faith,  and  several  degrees  of  life  and  glory.  Some  are 
under  the  clouds,  some  in  the  sea;  sonte  in  Egypt,  aome  in 
the  wilderness;  some  waiting  for  his  appearance,  some  in 
the  enjoyment  of  him  already  appeared.  In  some  the  work 
of  regeneration,  of  sanctification,  of  newness  of  spirit  and 
life  is  but  begun ;  in  othei's  it  is  inten'upted,  and  they  come 
to  a  loss;  in  some  it  is  much  carried  on,  even  towards  con- 
summation; and  some  are  already  '^ complete  in  him;"  find- 
ing fulness  of  satisfaction  in  him,  (in  whom  the  everlasting 
springs  are  opened,  to  the  full  content  of  their  heai'ts)  and 
bring  forth  fruit  to  him,  to  the  full  content  and  satisfaction 
of  his  heart.  In  the  apostles'  dii^-s  there  were  tho^  that 
waited  for  his  coming,  and  there  were  those  also  tliat  knew 
him  come,  and  had  received  the  good  understanding  from 
him,  and  wore  "in  the  eternal  life."  John  v.  20. 

Yet  this  dotU  nut  exclude  giKJwth,  for  the  fulness  is  infi- 
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iiite;  and  though  a  perfect  state  may  bo  attained  in  the 
perfect  gifty  yet  there  is  a  growth  in  the  perfection  (for 
Christ  who  was  perfect,  and  in  whom  was  no  guile,  grew  in 
wisdom,  and  knowledge,  and  in  favor  with  God  and  men). 
And  as  God  is  infinite,  so  to  that  which  is  transplanted  into 
him,  there  is  uo  end  of  growth  in  him:  but  the  tree,  which 
stands  in  God's  holy  earth,  by  his  pure  river  of  watera,  shall 
grow  for  ever  and  ever  into  his  endless  life  and  fulness. 

To  his  sixth,  "That  no  mau  can  so  know  God  as  to  love 
liim  with  all  his  heart,  and  with  all  his  soul,  but  through 
the  knowledge  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  him  crucified:  who,  by 
those  grievous  sutferings  which  he  endured  when  he  was 
upon  earth,  made  satisfaction  to  the  justice  of  God  for  the 
sins  of  all  those  that  believe  in  his  name ;  so  that  it  is  as 
consistent  with  the  justice,  as  with  the  mercy  of  God,  to  for- 
give them  their  sins,  and  make  them  heirs  of  eternal  life. 
God  is  just,  and  the  justitier  of  him  that  believeth  in  Jesus." 

Ana.  The  knowledge  of  Christ  is  life  eternal,  and  in  his 
^ross  is  the  spiritual  virtue,  which  cuts  oif  the  uncircumci- 
aion  of  the  heart,  whereby  it  is  enabled  to  love  the  Lord. 
Now  "  Christ  is  the  Lord  from  heaven,the  quickening  Spirit," 
who  soweth  the  seed  of  the  kingdom  in  the  heart,  and  caus- 
elh  it  to  spring  up ;  out  of  which  seed  the  faith,  the  love,  the 
hope,  the  meekness,  the  patience,  and  every  spiritual  fruit 
sprii^  and  grows.  And  he  that  is  thus  boru  of  this  seed, 
and  receives  the  knowledge  of  life  which  springs  fron^  this 
seed,  he  ciuinot  but  love  him  which  begat  him,  and  he  reap- 
eth  the  fruit  of  all  tliat  Christ  did  and  suffered  in  that  pre- 
pared body;  and  God  is  both  just,  and  the  justifier  of  him 
who  is  thus  auited  to  Jesus.  But  that  man  who  knoweth 
not  thif)  &ith  nor  is  acquainted  with  the  love  which  springeth 
iSrom  this  lOot,  and  which  is  of  this  divme  nature,  but  think- 
eCh  to  be  justified  by  applying  to  himself  what  is  related  in 
the  histories  eonceming  Christ ;  this  man  deceives  his  soul, 
and  misseth  of  the  true  justification;  for  God  is  just,  who 
hudi  made  the  promise  sure  to  the  seed,  and  hatli  shut  out 
uam,  further  tfaau  he  is  bora  of  the  seed,  and  found  in  the 
ieed*  Bat  be  who  abidath  in  the  seed,  and  in  whom  the 
VoL  IL—  11 
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Hoed  fiiidcth  pleasure  and  abideth;  lie  cannot  midd  of  the 
proiuisc,  of  the  everlasting  righteousncjis,  the  reconciliation, 
the  peace,  the  joy,  and  whatever  else  God  giveth  to  the 
seed. 

To  his  seventh  and  last,  ''Tliat  the  ready  way  to  receive 
Christ,  the  only  light,  by  which  we  may  see  the  way  to 
iieavcn;  or  so  to  believe  in  him  that  we  maybe  saved  by 
him;  is  to  forsake  all  that  we  have,  that  we  may  be  his 
disciples:  that  is  to  say,  to  take  oft'  our  aftections  from 
things  on  the  earth,  and  to  set  them  on  things  above,  where 
Jesus  si tteth  on  the  right  hand  of  G-od;  putting  our  trust 
and  confidence  in  the  free  and  in  the  infinite  mercy  of  God, 
through  Christ;  to  be  guided  by  him  in  all  our  ways,  to  be 
led  by  his  good  Spirit  in  all  those  ways  of  grace  and  holi- 
ness, through  which  we  must  pass  before  we  can  attain  to 
glory." 

Ans.  To  know  Christ  as  the  light  eternal  (as  heVas  yes* 
terday,  is  to-day,  and  will  be  for  ever);  to  trust  this  light  in 
its  convictions,  calls,  and  free  openings  of  love,  to  feel  its 
living  virtue,  and  in  that  virtue  to  give  up  all  that  is  of  the 
earthly  nature  and  spirit;  to  sell  all  for  the  evei^aeting  in- 
heritance; this  is  indeed  the  way  to  life.  But  it  is  not  tke 
doing  of  things  which  is  of  value;  for  man  may  imitate 
and  strive  to  do  much,  and  may  go  a  great  way  in  forsakmg 
all^  and  in  tak'mg  off  his  affccUofiis  from  things  (inasmuch  as  fa^ 
may  give  all  his  goods  to  the  poor,  and  his  body  to  be 
burned,  and  yet  it  profit  him  nothing);  but  it  is  the  doing 
of  things  in  the  virtue,  in  the  life,  in  the  power  which  comes 
from  Christ,  which  is  of  acceptance  with  God,  and  of  »d- 
vantage  to  the  soul.  Every  motion  and  operation  of  true 
life  springs  from  the  root  of  life,  and  hath  the  vijilaeof 
the  root  in  it;  aiid  that  which  differenceth  it  from  all  mens* 
imitations,  and  from  all  the  liknesses  which  the  earthly 
spirit  can  frame,  is  the  nature  and  virtue  of  the  root  being 
found  in  it.  Therefore  he  that  will  be  a  true  Ohristisn, 
must  eye  Christ,  the  spring  of  his  life,  and  keep  in  the  feel* 
ing  of  his  living  virtite,  and  in  that  ofler  up  all  his  saerykies 
of  faith,  love,  and  obedience  to  Qod;  und  he  tliat  will  be 
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ft  due  Bniniftler,  must  wait  upon  the  power  hitnielf,  to  be  an 
kietniment  ^n  the  hand  of  power)  to  direct  men  to  this, 
and  to  preserve  and  bnild  them  up  therein! 

But  alas!  this  is  the  stone  which  the  wise  builders  havo 
all  along  refused!  The  builders  before  tbe  coming  of 
Christ,  they  got  a  knowledge  concerning  the  Messiah  to 
eomo;  but  being  unacquainted  with  the  thing  itself,  rejected 
both  it  at  its  coming,  and  also  the  vessel  wherein  it  aj)- 
peared.  And  the  builders,  all  along  the  apostasy,  got  :i 
knowledge  of  Christ  come,  and  preached  believing  in  him 
emeiiied,  as  the  way  to  life;  but  the  living  stone,  the  living 
thing  itself,  which  is  both  the  tbundation,  the  corner  stone, 
and  the  top  stone  of  the  building,  they  have  been  ignorant 
o^  and  ready  to  persecute  every  appearance  of  it.  Chris^t 
can  no  more  now  appear  in  Spirit,  than  Ibrraerly  he  could 
iu  that  prepared  body  of  flesh,  but  the  wise  builders  now 
are  as  ready  to  cry  out  against  him  for  a  blasphemer,  a  pro- 
fimer  of  God's  ordinances,  a  deceiver  of  the  people  (yea,  a 
witch,  or  one  that  hath  a  devil),  as  the  wise  builders  then 
were.  "But  wisdom**  in  all  ages  "is  justified  by  her  chil- 
dien,*'  and  of  none  else.  He  that  is  bom  of  the  wisdom,  he 
can  disceni  the  womb,  and  own  the  frait  and  branchings 
Ibrth  thereof  under  the  mean,  dark  veil,  whereby  it  hides 
iteelf  fk)m  all  the  fleshly«wise  of  every  age.  "  The  kingdom 
of  Qcd  cometh  not  by  observation ;  '*  the  wisest  Scribes  and 
Pharisees  could  not  know  it  by  all  the  observations  which 
they  conld  gather  out  of  Moses'  and  the  prophets'  writings ; 
nor  can  any  now  know  it  by  any  observations  they  can 
giatbcr  oat  of  the  apostles*  writings ;  but  by  being  bom  of 
that  Spirit  whereof  they  were  bom,  and  by  being  formed  in 
thai  womb  wherein  they  were  fomied,  by  this  means  alone 
is  the  thing  eorae  to  be  known  which  they  knew.  lie  that 
reeeireth  the  Mune  eye,  aeeth  the  same  thing,  according  to 
hb  measure;  and  coming  to  the  life,  wherein  they  received 
the  tmth ;  Uie  words  which  they  spake  concerning  the  truth 
arc  easy.  Thus  as  they  were  written  in  the  Spirit,  so  are 
they  there  alone  truly  read;  and  being  so  read,  they  become 
exceeding  profitable  to  that  which  so  reads  them ;  but  man 
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guessing  and  imagining  and  reasoning  in  his  carnal  wisdom 
concerning  the*  things  of  God,  and  so  gathering  senses  and 
meanings  about  the  words  and  expressions  of  scripture,  dOth 
but  build  up  a  Babel,  which  the  eternal  life  and  power  will 
throw  down  (whenever  he  appears)  with  that  which  built  it. 
Oh  that  men  were  wise  to  wait  for  the  discovery  of  the  true 
rock,  and  of  the  true  builder  upon  that  rock!  that  that  city 
and  building  might  be  raised  in  them,  which  God  alone  can 
rear;  that  they  might  not  be  left  desolate  and  miserable  in 
that  stormy  day,  which  will  sliake  all  buildings  and  founda- 
tions and  rocks,  but  our  Rock;  wherein  all  professors,  and 
preachers,  and  high  notionists,  and  whatever  sort  else  can 
be  named  (who  have  stumbled  at  God's  living  truth,  and  at 
the  pure  appearance  of  his  redeeming  power,  which,  in  this 
age,  hath  mightily  broken  forth,  after  the  long,  dark  night 
of  apostasy,  to  the  sight  of  every  eye  which  is  opened  in  the 
Spirit),  shall  confess  with  tears,  sorrow,  anguish,  and  shame, 
that  their  rock  w  not  as  our  rock,  they  themselves  being  judges. 
For  though  all  sorts  of  professors  generally  own  Christ  as 
the  rock  in  words,  yet  most  miss  of  the  thing;  and  the  sub- 
tle enemy  hatii  made  use  of  a  notion,  or  apprehension  of 
the  thing  in  the  carnal  mind,  to  •deceive  them  of  the  thing, 
to  kee^  them  from  feeling  the  eternal  virtue,  the  living 
power  of  life  in  the  heart,  which  is  the  arm  of  God's  salva- 
tion, whereby  Christ  draws  man's  lost  soul  and  spirit  out  of 
the  grave  of  sin  and  corruption,  up  to  the  Father.  But  oh, 
how  are  poof  hearts  deceived !  who  think,  by  a  believing  of 
what  Christ  did,  of  a  satisfaction  he  made  ibr  them  while 
he  was  here  on  earth,  though  they  lie  in  the  pit  all  their 
days,  though  they  carry  the  body  of  sin  about  with  them  to 
the  very  last  of  their  time  here  in  the  body,  and  have  not 
felt  the  arm  of  God's  power  breaking  down  their  spiritual 
enemies,  their  lusts,  their  corruptions,  and  redeeming  them 
from  them ;  yet  hope  to  be  saved  in  the  end,  and  to  be  pre- 
sented without  spot  or  wrinkle  to  God!  Christ  had  the 
name  Jesus  given  him,  because  he  was  to  save  his  people 
from  their  sins;  and  no  man  can  truly  and  livingly  know 
the  name  Jesus,  further  than  he  feels  the  saving  virtue  of 
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it;  bat  he  that  efiectually  feclti  the  virtue,  he  indeed  knows 
tlie  name,  and  can  bow  at  the  name,  feeling  his  lusts  and 
enemies  bowed  under  by  the  power  thereof,  and  that  raised 
up  in  him,  which  can  worship  the  Father  in  the  Spirit  and 
in  the  truth.  Oh  that  the  sons  of  men  kuew;  oh  that  the 
teachers  and  professors  of  this  age  knew,  what  they  have  so 
long  reviled  and  trampled  upon !  Surely  they  would  mourn 
bitterly,  kiss  the  Son,  and  escape  the  wrath. 

Now,  if  the  Lord  please  to  smite  any  one's  earthly  wia» 
dom  and  comprehension  (which  is  the  main  thing  wki(^ 
stands  in  the  way  of  the  pure  openings  and  revelations  of 
the  life),  and  give  him  the  feeling  of  any  thing  here  written, 
let  him  in  fear  acknowledge  the  Lord,  sacrificing  to  hia 
goodness,  and  waiting  upon  him  to  be  kept  in  that  feeling, 
not  magnifying  or  vilifying  any  of  his  instruments;  but  in 
meekness  and  humility  embracing  the  instructions  of  the 
Almighty,  from  the  hand  which  he  pleaseth  to  give  them 
forth  by.  As  for  me,  I  am  but  a  shell;  and  if  this  party 
knew  me  (who  sets  me  up  so  high,  preferring  me  above 
many,  whom  the  Lord  hath  preferred  far  above  me),  he 
would  soon  adknowledge  me  to  be  a  poor,  weak,  contempt- 
ible one ;  yet  this  I  must  by  no  means  deny,  that  the  pure 
liquor  of  the  eternal  life,  at  its  pleasure  spriugeUi  up  and 
issuetli  out  through  me;  though  I  can  also,  in  tme  under- 
standing, say,  that  it  isaueth  out  far  oftener,  and  much  more 
abundantly  through  others.  Let  it  have  its  honor,  wher-^ 
ever  it  appears!  and  the  Lord  bring  down  that  in  people's 
hearts,  whieh  hiudereth  the  owning  and  receiving  of  its 
virtue. 


11* 
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A    WARNINa  OF  TSNDBB  90WSI.S,  TO  THB  BULSfiS,  TBACHER8, 

AKD  PBOPLB  or  THIS  NATION,  OONCBBNING 

THBIB  (CHURCH  AND  MINISTRY. 


That  there  was  a  fight  betweeu  the  dragon  and  his  an- 
gels, and  Michael  and  his  angels,  concerning  the  New-Tcs- 
taiDMit  church  and  ministry,  is  manifest  even  from  the  let- 
tar  of  the  Scriptares.  Rev.  xii. 

That  the  dragon  and  his  angels,  though  they  could  not 
get  the  better,  as  relating  to  the  power,  yet  that  they  did 
get  the  better,  as  relating  to  the  form,  insomuch  as  that 
they  overcame  the  third  part  of  the  true  ministers,  and 
drevr  them  from  their  standing  in  the  firmament  of  God*s 
power,  oS  to  their  earthly  ministry;  and  that  the  church 
herself  also  was  fiiin  to  fly  into  the  wilderness,  from  the  fiice 
of  the  dragon,  for  her  safety  and  preservation,  where  she 
was  to  be  nourished  and  fed  by  God  all  the  time  of  anti- 
christ's reign;  this  likewise  is  not  only  revealed  in  the 
Spirit,  but  is  also  manifest  from  the  letter.  Bev.  xii. 

That  after  this  flight  of  the  true  church,  and  overcoming 
of  the  true  ministry,  the  dragon  erected  his  &lse  chui'ch 
and  ministry  (which  had  but  at  best  the  form  without  the 
power)  over  all  nations,  peoples,  multitudes,  and  tongues; 
this  is  also  as  evident,  to  them  that  read  the  prophecies  of  the 
Revelations  in  the  light  of  that  Spirit  that  wrote  them.  Is 
not  the  false  woman  (after  tlie  true  woman  was  fled)  mani- 
festly described?  Rev.  xvii.  wbicli  hath  a  bewitching  cup 
of  fornications,  ver.  2.  4.  Mark,  she  hath  not  the  true  "cup 
of  blessing,"  her  cup  is  not  filled  with  the  "wine  of  the 
*  kingdom,"  it  is  not  the  cup  of  the  true  spouse  (which  keeps 
chaste  and  loyal  to  the  bed  of  the  husband),  but  the  cup  of 
fornications,  wherein  is  a  form  of  doctrine  and  discipline 
and  order  and  church-government,  which  leads  from  tlie 
life,  which  bewitches  from  the  power,  which  lulls  asleep  in 
a  form  of  proftssion  and  wordiip  of  Christi  without  knowl- 
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edge  of,  guidance  by,  and  subjection  to,  his  Spirit  And 
thb  is  the  government,  ministry,  and  way  of  antichrist, 
wherever  it  is  foiuid;  how  curiously  soever  the  cop  be 
gilded,  yet  it  is  but  the  cup  of  fornication,  which  bewitch- 
eth  the  heart  with  its  golden  appearance,  and  then  leads  it 
into  adultery  from  the  life.  And  the  dragon  doth  not  only 
set  up  a  &lse  church  over  the  nations  (in  many  parts  where- 
of the  truth  had  before  appeared).  Rev.  xvii.  ld«  but  a  false 
mini^ry  also.  There  is  a  M»e  prophet  (which  deceivetli 
with  miracles  and  false  appearances  of  truth)  advanced  in 
this  corrupt  state ;  which  false  prophet  continues  and  up- 
holds his  deceit  over  the  nations,  till  the  mighty  appearance 
of  Christ,  in  Spirit  and  power,  doth  judge  him.  Rev.  xix.  20. 
2  Thess.  ii.  8.  There  is  a  beast  with  <^ horns  like  a  lamb,'* 
who  ^^doth  great  wonders,  so  that  he  maketh  fire  come 
down  from  heaven  on  the  earth,  in  the  sight  of  men,  and 
deceiveth  them  that  dwell  on  the  earth,''  &;c.  Rev.  xiii.  13, 
14.  Insomuch  that  he  draws  the  kings  and  inhabiters  of 
the  earth  (in  a  mystery  of  deceit)  into  the  bed  of  whoredom 
and  fiilse  worship,  instead  of  the  pure  way  of  life,  and  pure 
worship  of  the  living  Glod,  in  his  Spirit,  and  in  his  truth. 
Rev.  xvii.  2. 

Is  it  not  further  manifest,  that  this  false  church  and  false 
ministry,  set  up  in  the  world  by  the  power  of  the  dragon, 
persecuted  God's  witnesses  to  the  truth,  in  all  the  ages  of 
antichrist's  reign?  So  soon  as  ever  the  church  was  fled  into 
the  wilderness,  the  dragou  forthwith  went  to  ^^make  war 
with  the  remnant  of  her  seed,  which  kept  the  command- 
ments of  God,  and  had  the  testimony  of  Jesus  Christ"  Rev. 
xii.  17.  ^^  And  it  was  given  unto  him  to  make  war  with  the 
sainta,  and  to  overcome  them ;  and  power  was  given  him 
over  all  kindreds,  tongues,  and  nations.  And  all  that  dwell 
upon  the  oarth  shall  worship  him,  whose  names  are  not 
written  in  the  book  of  life,  of  the  Lamb  slain  from  the 
Ibondation  of  the  world.  If  any  man  have  an  ear^  let  him 
hear."  Bev.  xiii.  7^  8,  9.  ''And  he  had  power  to  ^ve  life 
unto  the  imnye  of  the  boast,  that  the  image  of  the  beast 
should  hoth  9^«k,  and  oMise  that  as  many  as  would  not 
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worship  tho  imago  of  the  beast  dbould  be  killed.  And  he 
causeth  all,  both  small  aod  gn>^eat,  rieh  and  poor,  free  and 
bond,  to  receive  a  mark  in  their  right  hand,  or  in  their  fore- 
head. And  that  no  man  might  buy  or  sell,  save  he  Uiat  had 
the  mark,  or  the  name  of  the  beast,  or  the  number  of  his 
name.'*  Rev.  xiii.  16,  16, 17.  Yea,  "the  woman"  (the  false 
church,  which  the  dragon  had  set  up,  by  his  power  in  the 
nations,  instead  of  the  true)  "was  drunken  with  the  Wood 
of  the  saints,  and  with  tlie  blood  of  the  martyrs  of  Jesus." 
Rev.  xvii.  6.  Oh  the  misery,  and  lamentable  hard  usage 
of  the  witnesses  of  Jesus,  who  have  been  true  lambs !  born 
of  the  power,  faithful  to  the  power,  witnessing,  against  every 
Ibrm  and  appearance  of  religion,  doctrine,  and  worship, 
which  hath  appeared  without  tiiie  i)ower,  even  in  the  days 
of  greatest  profession  and  highest  devotion  under  the  apos- 
tasy from  the  power;  how  have  these  been  hunted,  perse- 
cuted, devoured  by  the  wolv^es  in  the  sheep's  clothing,  who 
had  got  the  outside,  the  garment,  the  name  of  Christ  and 
(vhristianity,  tho  profession  of  church,  ministry,  and  ordi- 
nances, but  have  wanted  tho  life,  the  virtue,  the  thing  itself; 
and  so  have  tunied  against  it,  and  kept  it  down,  that  they 
might  keep  up  their  form!  For  let  but  the  power  appear, 
the  form  without  the  power  is  soon  detected  to  be  what  it  is. 
And  this  is  properly  antichrist  and  antichristianism ;  to  wit, 
not  openly  to  appear  in  a  direct  denial  of  Christ,  his  truths, 
and  woi'ship,  but  to  set  up  a  way  of  knowledge  and  worship 
without  his  Spirit.  Another  spirit  creeping  into  the  form, 
tliat  is  antichrist  (and  the  setting  up  observation  and  practice 
of  the  Ibrm  out  of  the  life  and  power,  that  is  antichristian- 
ism), and  this  is  the  persecutor,  destroyer,  and  devourer 
about  religion. 

Now  though  the  Lord  hath  sitffered  this  false  church  and 
false  prophet  to  reign  long  in  the  dragon's  power,  and  to 
revile  and  worn*  his  poor  lambs,  in  every  age  of*  antichrist's 
reign ;  yet  the  Lord  hath  appointed  a  season  to  judge  thitr 
false  church,  Rev.  xvii.  1.  to  cast  the  false  prophet  into  tJie 
lake.  Rev.  xix  30.  Yea,  and  to  torment  with  fire  and  brim- 
stone, all  the  fiilse  worshippers.  Rev.  xiv.  9, 10,  11.     . 
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Oh,  how  deeply  doth  it  concern  Bngknd!  her  mlers,  her 
teachers,  yea,  the  whole  people  thereof,  to  consider  their 
ways,  to  consider  their  worship^  to  consider  their  church- 
state,  to  consider  their  ministry,  that  they  be  not  over- 
whelmed at  unawares  in  the  bitter  wrath  of  the  Almighty, 
before  which  there  is  no  standing.  Oh!  that  they  conld 
moctm,  and  pray,  and  wait  for  the  eye  of  God's  Spirit ;  for 
his  pare  light,  which  searcheth  and  discovereth  all  the  de- 
ceits of  antichrist;  that  they  might  not  be  bewitched  with 
any  of  the  wine  of  the  fornication  of  the  false  woman, 
^' whose  heart  is  snares  and  nets,  and  her  hands  as  bands," 
to  entangle  hes  lovers  in,  and  keep  them  from  the  pure  bed 
of  life,  where  the  Father  of  life,  with  the  Son  and  Spirit, 
is  enjoyed  and  worshipped. 

If  men  consult  concerning  these  things  in  the  wisdom  of 
the  flesh,  they  will  be  entangled,  and  err ;  for  that  eye  can- 
not see  the  mysteries  of  the  kingdom,  or  the  course  either 
of  truth  or  deceit  The  gospel,  the  eternal  truth,  the  true 
church,  the  true  ministry,  are  all  spiritual,  (not  new  shad- 
ows, as  the  things  under  the  ministration  of  the  law  were; 
but  spirit  and  substance)  and  they  can  only  be  seen  by  the 
spiritual  eye  of  the  children  of  wisdom.  The  wise  hunters, 
and  diligent  inquirers,  into  the  comprehending  part,  cannot 
Und  the  womb  or  the  way  of  life,  or  tlie  way  of  the  worship 
of  that  which  is  begotten  in  the  life,  or  God's  way  of  minis- 
tiy,  which  he  hath  appointed  for  the  feeding  and  preserving 
of  the  life.  The  prophets  of  old  could  not  be  known,  dis- 
cerned, or  owuedy  by  the  fleshly  eye  of  observation  in  Israel 
after  the  flesh  (but  they  still  rejected  them,  esteeming  and 
magnifying  the  false  prophets  above  them);  how  much  less 
can  the  prophets  and  ministers  of  the  New-Testament  be 
seen  by  man's  eye?  Are  they  the  prophets  and  ministers 
of  Christ,  which  a  nation  cries  up  for  such,  and  which  the 
eye  of  the  wise  men  therein  admires,  and  pitches  upon? 
Or,  are  those  they  which  the  renewed  eye,  in  the  light  of 
the  Lord,  sees  to  be  fitted,  sanctified,  and  called  forth  by 
Christ  into  that  service?  Ah,  poor  England!  must  thou 
fall  into  the  pit  before  thine  eyes  be  opened ! 
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The  great  controverBj  of  this  age  i«  abont  clinreli  and 
miniBtiy,  which  must  carry  it,  the  form  or  the  power? 
Whether  the  church  and  miniBtry  nhal)  take  place  which 
was  before  the  apostasy,  or  that  which  liath  spmng  up  in 
or  since'  tlie  apostasy?  Whether  man's  wisdom  shall  de- 
termine which  is  the  true  church,  and  its  tme  ministn% 
or  whether  the  Spirit  of  Qod  shalldcterminc  it?  Whether 
a  nation,  with  the  ministers  it  sets  up,  shall  he  the  church 
dind  ministn*?  Or  whether  God's  holy  nation,  (which  he 
calleth  and  sanctificth  by  his  Spirit)  and  the  ministers  which 
he  chooseth,  and  sendcth  to  gather  and  build  up  his  in  the 
holy  foith,  and  pure  power  of  life,  shall  be  tlie  chnreh  and 
ministry?  Our  eyes  wait  on  the  Lord  to  see  this  contro- 
versy  determined,  and  our  hope  of  help  is  in  his  arra;  nor 
are  we  at  all  aftVighted  at  the  rising  of  any  strength  agafnst 
us,  (our  hearts  being  given  up  to  God's  truth,  and  to  snffcr 
for  its  testimony,  according  to  God's  will,  meekly  and  pa- 
tiently in  his  sti'cngth)  but  we  pity  this  poor  land ;  yea,  in  the 
depth  of  bowels  we  pity  the  rulers,  the  teachei's,  and  people 
therein.  Oh!  that  they  might  be  humbled,  and  in  fear  of 
the  great  God,  surrender  to  him  his  due,  before  he  appear 
in  his  strength  to  force  it  from  them. 


Op  thk  Kingdom,  Laws,  axd  Government  of  Christ  in  the 

Heart  and  Conscikxce,  its  Inoffenstveness  to  all  just 

Laws  and  Governments  of  the  Kingdoms  of  >fEN. 


Christ's  kingdom,  (iod's  kingdom,  the  kingilom  of  heav- 
en (for  they  arc  all  one  and  the  same),  is  that  seed  of  eter- 
nal life  which  Qod  hath  hid  in  the  hearts  of  the  sons  of 
men,  wherel)y  he  gathereth  them  back  unto  himself,  bring- 
eth  them  under  the  yoke  of  his  government,  mleth  over 
them,  and  reigneth  in  them. 

This  kingdom  is  likened  to  a  grain  of  niustanl-scc<l,  for 
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its  smallncsB;  to  a  pearl,  for  its  richeB,  value,  and  worth; 
and  to  Icavcu,  for  ito  Bpreading  nature.  And  many  other 
{larablea  did  Christ  make  use  of  to  discover  it  by:  as  to  a 
piece  of  silver,  which  the  woman  that  lost  it,  lig^iting  the 
caudle,  sweeping  the  house,  and  searching  it  diligently,  at 
length  found  it,  even  there  where  she  had  lost  it. 

Man  fallen  from  God,  is  become  lost  as  to  the  Lord,  and 
5is  to  his  own  happiness  in  the  Ilord:  being  driven  from  his 
lilcssed  presence  and  divine  image,  life,  and  spirit,  into  the 
earthly  spirit,  image,  and  life,  which  he  chose:  yet,  in  this 
oai*th,  in  this  field  of  tlte  world,  God  hath  hid  somewhat, 
even  the  everlasting  pearl;  which,  when  man  is  awakened 
to  seek,  and  lindeth  in  the  living  breath,  in  the  eternal  light 
<if  life,  it  is  able  to  redeem  him ;  it  is  able  to  overspread  (he 
liecoming  subject  to  the  laws,  leadings,  teachings,  and  power 
of  it)  and  leaven  him  into  the  likeness  and  image  of  the 
pure  life  and  spirit 

Oh  that  men  knew  the  gift  of  God  I  Oh  that  men  knew 
the  purchase  of  the  blood  of  Christ !  Oh  that  men  knew 
that  spiritual  good  thing,  which  Christ  (who  died  for  them) 
hath  given  to  redeem  them  by !  that  in  that  they  might  be 
united  to  Christ,  and  so  by  him  be  renewed  and  restored  to 
God.  For  as  the  Father  receiveth  none  but  through  the 
2Son,  so  the  Sou  receiveth  none  but  in  that  gitl  which  he  be» 
stoweth  from  the  Father.  He  owneth  no  faith,  no  love,  no 
hope,  DO  repentance,  no  obedience,  but  what  springetb 
from  that,  and  standeth  in  that. 

Now  as  man  is  born  of  this,  is  leavened  by  this  (as  he  be- 
comes a  fool  in  his  own  earthly  wisdom  and  excellency  of  the 
fallen  spirit,  and  becomes  a  babe,,  a  child,  a  simple  inno- 
cent, &c.),  so  he  enters  into  the  kingdom,  being  ingrafted 
into  the  root,  through  the  virtue  of  this  which  is  given  him 
from  the  root,  and  so  grows  up  in  this,  and  this  in  him. 
And  here  is  the  new  nature,  the  new  life,  the  new  heart, 
the  new  spirit,  in  which  the  unity  and  fellowship  with  God 
is  again  known,  and  the  disunion  with  the  world,  the  wis- 
dom, the  interests,  the  fashions,  the  customs,  the  fears,  the 
hopes,  the  delights,  the  joys  of  this  world,  md  whatever 
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else  is  of  it  For  Christ,  aa  he  is  not  of  the  world,  so  he 
calleth  men  out  of  the  world ;  and  they  which  follow  him, 
and  become  his  disciples,  go  out  of  the  world  after  him ; 
that  is,  travel  in  spirit  and  conversation  from  what  is  of  the 
earth,  from  whatever  is  "not  of  the  Father,  but  of  the 
world.  They  are  not  of  the  world,  as  I  am  not  of  the  world, 
(saith  Christ  concerning  his  disciples,  John  xvii.)  therefore 
the  world  hateth  them. 

The  laws  of  this  kingdom  are  given  forth  in  the  kingdom, 
from  the  covenant  of  life,  which  is  made  there  in  Christ. 
They  are  written  in  the  heart,  in  the  mind,  as  tUr  as  it  is  re- 
newed. There  the  fear  is  put,  there  the  eternal  wisdom  is 
opened,  there  is  Zion  known,  and  the  Jerusalem  which  is 
from  above,  and  the  laws  of  eternal  life  issue  fresh  from  it, 
and  are  revealed  by  the  life  in  the  heart  which  is  turned  tow- 
ards the  life.  There  sin  is  reproved,  and  everlasting  right- 
eousness manifested  in  the  light  which  cannot  deceive;  and 
as  the  heart  is  made  subject  under  the  yoke,  so  sin  is 
wrought  out,  and  righteousness  brought  in ;  and  under  the 
cross  or  yoke  of  life  the  blood  of  the  everlasting  covenant 
runs  through  the  vessel,  to  keep  it  pure,  sweet,  clean,  and 
fresh  in  the  life. 

This  then  is  the  government  of  Christ,  to  be  subject  to 
his  Spirit,  which  appears,  and  opens  his  will,  in  the  gift  of 
grace  which  comes  frOm  him ;  to  feel  his  living  breath,  by 
which  the  heart  is  begotten  to  God,  out  of  the  region  of 
darkness ;  to  know  the  movings,  the  stirrings,  the  leadings, 
the  steps  of  the  Lamb,  who  is  'Hhe  Captain  of  our  salva- 
tion;*' and  to  follow  him  wherever  he  goes,  doing  all 
things  that  he  commands,  forbearing  all  things  that  he  for- 
bids, ^^ without  murmuring,  without  disputing.'' 

Whoever  will  be  of  the  inward  Israel,  the  spiritual  Israel, 
which  Christ  redeems  out  of  the  spiritual  Egypt,  and  leads 
through  the  spiritual  wilderness  into  the  land  of  rest,  must 
know  his  leader,  must  receive  his  Spirit,  and  follow  it  fiuth- 
fully.  ^^If  any  man  hath  not  the  Spirit  of  Christy  he  is  none 
of  his;"  h^  is  none  of  the  spiritual  Israel;  and  if  any  man 
follow  not  the  Spirit  of  Chrirt  through  all  the  travols  iu  the 
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wilderness,  (bnt  either  sits  down  by  the  way,  or  lies  over- 
come by  any  kind  of  enemies,  and  comes  not  to  the  end  of 
his  journey,  finishing  the  warfare  and  fight  of  faith)  he  falls 
short  of  tiie  rest.  Oh!  that  men  were  awakened  to  con- 
sider of  things  as  indeed  they  are!  For  religion  is  not  such 
an  outward  form  of  doctrine,  or  worship  of  any  sort,  as  men 
generally  (whose  poor  souls  are  deceived  through  the  sub- 
tlety of  the  powers  of  darkness)  are  too  apt  and  willing  to 
apprehend ;  but  it  consists  in  Spirit,  in  power,  in  virtue,  in 
life :  not  in  the  oldness  of  any  form  that  passeth  away;  but 
in  the  newness  of  the  Spirit,  which  abideth  for  ever;  in 
being  bom  of  the  Spirit,  in  abiding  in  the  Spirit,  in 
living,  walking,  and  worshipping  in  the  Spirit;  yea,  in  be- 
coming and  growing  into  Spirit,  and  into  eternal  life:  for 
**  that  which  is  bom  of  the  Spirit,  is  Spirit"  Oh !  that  the 
sons  of  men  would  hearken,  that  they  might  taste  of  the 
sweetness  and  riches  of  the  goodness  which  the  Father  in 
his  free  love  hath  opened  in  the  spirits  of  many,  and  hath 
let  the  spirits  of  many  into !  Oh !  that  men  would  suffer 
the  wearing  out  of  this  earthly  spirit  and  wisdom,  that  they 
might  become  like  God,  be  formed  into,  and  live  in  his  im- 
age !  How  long  shall  the  destroyer  in  every  age  prejudice 
men  against  them  in  that  age  which  seek  their  good  with 
their  hearts?  How  long  will  the  world  stand  in  enmity 
against  the  generation  of  Qod*s  choice,  and  provoke  the 
Lord  to  wrath  against  them!  Surely  the  spirit  of  this  world 
will  try  it  out  to  the  very  last  against  the  Spirit  of  God !  For 
indeed  the  spirit  of  this  world  is  not  subject  to  the  Spirit  of 
God,  nor  indeed  can  be,  and  so  cannot  endure  the  govern- 
ment of  his  kingdom  (which  is  not  of  this  world)  to  be  set 
up  in  the  sight  of  it 

Yet  the  government  of  Christ  and  his  kingdom  is  not  op- 
posite to  any  just  government  of  a  nation  or  people.  Christ's 
government  is  a  righteous  government  of  the  heart,  or  in- 
ner man,  chiefly;  which  doth  not  oppose  a  righteous  gov- 
emment  of  Ae  outward  man.  Nay,  those  who  are  Cbrii^'s 
snlijeete,  and  singly  obedient  to  his  law  of  righteousness  in 
tiMnr  spiritBy  we  more  faithftil  to  men,  and  more  sulgect  to 
Vol.  IL—  12 
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any  just  law  of  goverunient,  tJiaii  others  cau  be:  for  tbeir 
fidelity  and  subjection  is  out  of  love,  and  for  congcienee' 
sake,  lint  tlfw  is  it  which  oftends  the  world ;  men  many 
times  make  laws  in  their  own  will,  and  according  to  their 
uwji  wisdom  (now  the  wisdom  of  the  world  is  corrupt,  and 
liath  erred  from  the  guidance  of  God),  and  are  not  free  from 
self-ends  and  interests,  not  l>eing  gathered  into  that  which 
cleanseth  and  keepeth  pure  the  naturals.  Jsow  that  which 
is  of  God  cannot  bow  to  any  thing  which  is  corrupt  in  man: 
it  can  lie  down  and  suft'er,  and  bear  the  plowing  of  long 
and  deep  funows  upon  its  back;  but  it  cannot  act  that 
which  is  against  its  lite.  It  cannot  be  disloyal  to  its  King, 
to  gratify  the  spirit  of  this  world;  but  what  practice  or  tes- 
timony its  King  calls  for  agsiinst  the  evil  and  corruption  of 
this  world,  it  nmst  obey  singly  and  faithfully. 

God,  in  every  age,  so  bringeth  forth  and  oi^dereth  his  inno- 
cent lambs  and  people,  as  that  they  are  still  offensive  to  the 
present  age.  Tlie  Lord  iitteth  them,  and  calleth  them  tbrtli 
to  be  witnesses  against  the  evils  of  the  present  age :  how 
cau  they  but  offend  it?  Can  darkness  choose  but  hat4^  the 
light,  which  speaks  against  it?  How  can  darkness  in  power 
and  dominion  bear  to  be  reproved  by  a  mean,  contemptible 
appearance  of  the  light,  in  mean  and  contemptible  vessels? 
For  God  chooseth  '^the  weak  and  foolish  things  of  this 
world,  aud  things  that  are  not,  to  bring  to  naught  things 
that  are."  Look  into  former  ages;  how  did  God  reprove 
the  kings  and  princes  of  Israel  ?  Not  by  the  eminent  priests 
and  prophets,  whom  they  expected  to  be  taught  by,  but  by 
herdsmen,  by  plowmen,  by  prophets  which  they  despised. 
How  did  he  overcome  the  heathenish  world,  yea,  and  the 
Jewish  corrupted  state?  Was  it  by  wise  learned  men  {by 
the  learned  Scribes  and  Pharisees  among  the  Jews,  or  by  tlie 
wise  Grecians  among  the  heathen),  or  by  fishermen  and 
publicans  ?  And  liow  shall  the  I'ecovery  out  of  the  apos- 
tasy, aud  the  reproof  of  the  anticbristian  Ayorid  be?  Shall 
it  be  by  wbe  synods  and  counsels  of  learned  and  oHhodox 
men  among  them  (m  tUej  speak),  or  ah^ll  it  be  by  the 
learniiig  of  the  S}>irjt>  wbk*h  stkth  m  thaee  conteum  ?  Whw 
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OoA  hath  ^e  f ich  tfeasurc  of  the  Itnbwledge  of  Ins  kiner- 
dom  to  niatiiffefit  in  the  world,  ho  chooser  earthen  vcBsels, 
weak  vessels,  poor  contemptiWe  pei^sons:  he  appears  there 
(where  the  eye  of  man  least  looks  for  him)  that  "the  excel- 
lency of  the  power'*  might  appear  to  be  of  liim  wholly,  and 
that  the  vessel  might  rob  him  of  none  of  the  glory  of  it. 
Kow  the  Lord  hath  not  only  chosen,  in  this  day  of  his  great 
appearance  in  Spirit  to  the  spirits  of  his  people,  mean  in- 
struments, but  mean  things  also,  foolish  things,  weak 
things,  the  keeping  on  of  an  hat,  the  use  of  ordinary  lan- 
guage, the  appearing  in  mean  habits,  nud  despised  gestures; 
yea,  and  in  a  foolish  way  of  preaching  (indeed  it  is  so  to 
that  which  hath  not  the  savor  of  the  virtue  and  power  of 
the  life  in  it);  and  how  can  the  wisdom  of  man  but  stumble 
at  it?  Who  would  think  that  God  should  require  such 
things,  or  appear  in  such  things?  0  living  eternal  power! 
how  is  thy  mighty  presence  and  appearance  veiled  from  all 
that  look  for  it  in  any  way  of  man's  observ*ation,  or  judge  it 
with  the  eye  of  man's  wisdom !  Verilf/  thou  art  a  God  that 
hast  hid  thyself  from  the  enrthh/  spirit  in  its  utmost  \cisdom;  t/ea, 
in  Us  utmost  search  after  the  h'nowledffe  of  and  iv  the  midst  of 
ike  hif/hest  jyrofession  of  religion!  Which  of  the  wise,  which 
of  the  scribes  in  this  age,  can  discern  any  of  the  paths,  or 
so  much  as  one  of  thy  footsteps?  Oh  that  men  would 
fear  before  the  Lord,  and  be  sure  to  govern  in  that  which 
is  of  ttod,  and  then  they  should  harm  none  of  his,  nor  haz- 
ard the  shaking  of  their  government!  but  whatever  is  not 
of  God,  both  within  and  without,  must  fall  in  the  day  of 
God's  power.  Oli,  happy  is  he  who  is  now  made  willing  to 
part  with  that  which  God  is  determined  to  rend  fromman , 
that  his  standing  may  be  in  that  which  cannot  be  shaken  ! 
for  there  hath  been  a  great  earthquake  in  this  nation,  both 
of  things  without,  and  of  things  within ;  and  tliere  yet  re- 
mains somewhat  to  be  shaken,  both  without  and-  within, 
that  the  glorj-  of  iioA  may  have  room  to  appear.  O  Eng- 
land! **kisstlie  Son,  lest  he  be  angrj*:"  let  all  such  laws 
and  customs  as  are  not  of  him  fall  before  him;  and  what- 
ever is  of  him,  let  it  bow  unto  him,  (both  within  and  with- 
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out)  that  hU  wrath  braak  not  forth  like  a  fire,  which  uoue 
can  quench ;  for  the  Lord  hath  nughty  things  to  bring  to 
pasB,  and  he  hath  a  mighty  arm  of  power  to  effect  them  by, 
and  what  shall  be  able  to  stand  belbre  him  that  stands  in 
his  way  ? 


AN 

TO    THAT 

COMMON     OBJECTION     AGAINST     THK 
QUAKERS, 

THAT  THKV  CONDEMN  ALL  BUT  THEMSELVES. 

WITH  A  LOVINQ  AND  FAITHFUL  ADVERTISEMENT  TO 
THE  NATION,  AND  POWERS  THEREOF. 

OBJECTION. 

n  i^  commonly  objected  against  us^  That  tee  condenm  all  but  our- 
selves; aU  the  Protestant  churches^  martyrs ^  and  worthies  for- 
merly (many  of  whom  were  valiant  champions  against 
Rome,  and  divers  of  them  sealed  their  testimony  with 
their  blood),  ami  all  sorts  of  Christians  and  professors  ^// 
present^  xcho  wre  not  just  of  our  stamp  aiid  way^  though  other- 
wise  ever  so  zealous^ 


ANSWER. 

The  Protestant  churches,  (as  they  are  called  in  way  of 
distinction  from  the  church  of  Rome)  the  blessed  martj  i*s, 
wlio  suftered  for  the  te«timony  of  a  pure  conscience  towards 
God,  and  all  the  worthies  of  the  Lord  in  their  several  gen- 


ISAAC  FMiriKeTON.  187 

eratione,  who  foogikt  i^^aiiiil  the  acarlet  whore,  weie  accepted 
of  God  iu  their  testimony  against  her,  and  are  uot  disowned 
by  ua,  but  dearly  owned  and  honored  therein;  and  for 
agreeing  with  them  in  their  testimony  iu  several  things, 
as  against  deriving  of  a  ministry  from  Eome  (which  Luther 
wrote  against,  and  John  Huss  prophesied  of  anottier  miu* 
istry  to  arise),  and  against  maintaining  the  gospel  miniie^lky 
by  tithes,  or  any  other  way  of  forced  maintenance,  which 
(till  Popery  grew  very  strong  and  powerful)  was  known  to 
liave  been  free;  and  against  swearing,  &c.  (Walter  Brute 
said,  "The  perfection  of  Christian  men  is  not  to  swear  at 
all,  because  they  are  so  commanded  of  Christ;  whose  com- 
mandment must  in  no  ease  be  broken,  although  that  the 
city  of  Rome  is  contrary  to  this  doctrine  of  Christ/'  Fox*s 
Acts  and  Monuments,  p.  460,  461*  And  see  also  p.  485, 
"Thorp's  Testimony  both  about  Tithes  and  Swearing.") 
For  these  very  things,  and  such  like,  (as  for  following  of 
Christ,  in  not  receiving  or  giving  that  honor  which  is  out 
of  the  faith,  and  for  testifying  against  the  hypocrisies  and 
corruptions  of  our  age)  do  we  sufter  in  this  our  day,  even 
as  they  did  in  their  day,  from  the  same  spirit  that  persecu- 
ted thcni;  which,  though  it  hath  much  changed  its  form 
and  wa}'  of  appearance,  yet  still  retaineth  the  same  nature. 
But  all  things  were  not  discovered  at  once.  The  times 
were  then  dark,  and  tlie  light  small;  yet  they  being  faith- 
ful according  to  what  was  discovered,  were  ]>recious  iu  tho 
Ijord'd  eyes;  and  what  through  ignorance  they  erred  in,  the 
Lord  Ax-inkcd  at  and  overlooked,  being  pleased  with  that 
sincerity  and  simplicity  of  heart  which  he  had  stirred  up  in 
them  towards  himself.  But  if  they  were  now  alive  in  these 
our  days,  and  should  depart  from  the  sincerity  which  was 
then  iu  them,  and  oppose  the  light  of  this  age,  they  would 
not  then  be  accepted  of  the  Lord,  but  their  former  sincerity 
would  be  tbrgotten^  For  the  light  shineth  more  and  more 
towanls  the  perfect  day :  and  it  is  not  the  owning  ot*  the 
Light  as  it  ahohe  in  the  foregodiig  ages^  which  will  noM^* 
fomnieiid  any  man  to  (jtod,  Imt  the  knowing  and  subjecting 
to  the  Light  of  the  present  age.    Even  um  in- these  our  dars^ 

12* 


13g  TH«  WORKS  OT 

there  was,  some  yeara  ago,  an  honest  seal  and  true  nrnplic- 
ity  stirring  in  the  Puritans  (espeeialij  among  the  Noncon- 
formists of  them),  which  was  of  the  Lord,  and  was  very  dear 
to  him;  and  had  the  g^ierationa  of  this  age  abode  there, 
thej  would  have  been  able  to  have  followed  the  Lord  in 
eveiy  farther  step,  and  leading  of  his  Spirit:  but  departing 
froii  tiiat  into  some  form  or  other,  the  true  simplicity  with> 
ered,  and  another  thing  began  to  live  in  them :  and  so  they 
settled  upon  their  lees,  magnifying  the  form  they  had  chose 
to  themselves,  till  at  length  their  hearts  became  hardened 
ftom  the  pure  foar,  even  to  the  contracting  of  a  spirit  of  pro- 
fonemess;  insomuch  as  they  could  mock  at  the  next  remove 
and  discovery  of  the  Spirit,  as  some  new  light;  and  so  by 
degrees  have  grown  persecutors  of  that  Spirit  in  its  outgo- 
ings in  the  people  of  the  Lord,  which  they  themselves  had 
once  some  taste  of,  while  they  were  reproached  for  Puritans. 
And  the  god  of  this  world,  who  at  first  tempted  them  aside 
into  the  form,  hatti  at  length  prevailed  so  far  to  blind  them 
therewith,  that  they  can  neither  see  what  spirit  they  them- 
selves are  of,  nor  what  Spirit  it  is  they  persecute. 

Let  therefore  peoplo  consider  the  truth  of  the  thing,  as  ir 
is  before  the  Lord:  we  do  not  cast  dirt  upon  any  in  whom 
the  truth  of  God  hath  stirred  and  appeared  in  any  measure 
in  former  ages,  or  in  this  our  age;  but  this  we  testify 
against;  to  wit,  the  setting  up  of  any  form  without  the  life : 
for  it  is  the  erring  spirit  that  still  crieth  up  the  form,  to 
keep  down  the  power,  by  the  form,  and  so  by  the  help  of  it 
to  bewitch  from  the  Spirit  wherein  is  the  lifo,  and  not  in  the 
form.  This  was  the  paint<)d  Jezebel  of  the  apostles'  age ; 
false  teachers  finely  dressed  up  themselves  with  the  form  of 
godliness,  and  then  under  this  cover  they  could  deny  the 
power,  and  make  head  against  it.  2  Tim.  iii.  5.  How  easy 
is  it  for  them  to  appear  in  the  form  of  the  doctrines  of  the 
gospel,  in  the  form  of  zeal,  in  t^e  form  of  holiness,  to  pas:^ 
in  a  nation  for  the  true  (diurch;  and  then  to  asperse  them 
for  heretics,  who^  appearing  in  the  power,  cannot  but  deny 
that  form  which  is  without  the  power.  This  b  the  great 
witdi  of  Hm  age  (even  that  spirit  oi  zeal  and  demotion 
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which  ta  best  dotbed  and  decked  with  the  form  without  the 
power),  which  though  men  (who  judge  of  the  things  of  God 
after  the  ileeh)  justify,  admire,  and  much  contend  for  in  her 
several  shapes  and  dresses  (some  b^ugfor  one,  some  for  an- 
other), yet  the  Lord  is  searching  after  her,  and  will  find  her 
out  with  his  eternal  flames,  which  will  make  her  manifest, 
and  all  her  lovers  shall  dread  her  burning  and  bed  of  tor- 
m^it.  Now,  as  all  along  the  apostasy,  this  bewitching 
spirit  (this  spirit  which  bewitcheth  from  the  power),  hath 
crept  up  under  a  form  of  church  worship  and  holiness  ;  so 
the  other  Spirit  (the  pure  Spirit  of  life,  the  Spirit  of  true 
zeal  and  fear  of  the  Lord),  hath  still  appeared  more  and 
more  out  of  the  forms.  Who  were  the  best  preachers,  and 
most  eminent  Christians  in  the  Puritan  days?  Were  they 
not  those  who  least  minded  the  form  then ;  nay,  indeed, 
who  were  most  against  the  form,  and  persecuted  for  the\r 
conscientious  stumbling  at  it?  And  who  were  the  greatest 
persecutors  then,  but  they  who  were  most  zealous  for  the 
form,  both  of  the  government  and  worship  of  the  church 
of  England?  And  where  is  the  persecuting  spirit  next  to  bo 
looked  for,  but  in  the  forms  which  should  next  appear?  And 
where  likewise  is  the  appearance  of  the  true  Spirit  next  to 
be  looked  for,  but  in  those  whom  the  Lord  should  raise  up 
to  testify  against  those  forms,  and  to  be  the  succeeding  suf- 
ferers for  their  testimony,  us  the  Puritans  had  been  forego- 
ing sufterers  for  their  testimony. 

Yet  if  there  be  any  persons  left,  among  any  of  the  forms 
which  have  appeared  (whether  former  or  latter),  that  have 
not  lost  their  sincerity  and  true  zeal  towards  Ood,  them  we 
own  and  have  unity  with,  so  fietr  as  they  keep^  or  rather  are 
kept,  thereto.  If  there  be  any  among  the  Episcopal  sort 
that  IB  truth  of  heart  desire  to  fear  the  Lord,  and  look  upon 
the  Common-Prayer-Book  as  an  acceptable  way  of  worship- 
ping him,  we  pity  their  blindness,  yet  are  tender  towards 
them,  and  would  not  have  the  simplicity  persecuted  in 
them  becaiue  of  tlm,  but  rather  dieriabed*  If  there  be  any 
among  the  Presbyteriaiia,  Independents,  Anabaptials,  Seek- 
ers, or  any  other  sort,  AbI  in  trath  <^  heart  wait  upon  the 
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Lord  iu  tliose  ways,  and  do  not  find  a  deadueds  orergvown 
them,  but  a  pure,  fresh,  lively  zeal  towaids  tiod,  with  an 
inifeigned  love  to  his  people,  our  hearts  are  one  with  this; 
and  we  cannot  fight  against  this  gfood  thing  in  any  of  them, 
though  in  love  to  them  we  tefttity,  that  their  form  and  way 
of  worship  is  their  present  loss  and  hindrance;  yet  we  doubt 
not  but  Uiat  the  Lord  (in  his  time)  will  make  manifest  to 
such  the  light  of  this  age;  which  is  the  very  thing  the  peo- 
ple of  God,  in  many  foregoing  ages,  have  been  praying  for. 
But  this  is  our  lamentation,  that  forms  and  ways  of  worship 
abound;  but  the  Puritan  principle,  the  Puritan  spirit,  is 
lost  and  drowned  in  them  all ;  and  tliat  men  are  hardened 
against  our  testimony,  not  from  the  remainders  of  the  sim* 
plicity  in  them,  but  because  they  are  erred  fn>m  the  sim- 
plicity, and  fellen  in  league  with  another  spirit,  which  hath 
lain  lurking  in  forms  of  knowledge  and  worship  (to  tempt 
aside  from  the  simplicity,  and  to  hide  tlie  sight  of  the  life 
and  jK)wer  from  the  panting  sonl)  all  this  night  of  the 
apostasy. 

Now  mark  how  easy  and  natural  it  is  to  that  sjurit  to  en- 
ter into  a  form,  to  cry  up  a  form,  to  set  up  a  form  in  a  na- 
tion, city,  or  country;  doubtless  it  had  been  done  in  tiiis 
nation  long  ago,  had  not  the  mighty  hand  of  the  LoihI 
withstood  it.  When  the  evil  and  unclean  spirit  is  detected 
and  driven  out  of  one  form,  if  it  doth  not  get  another  sud- 
denly to  appear  in,  and  tempt  with,  it  must  needs  loose  many 
of  its  subjects.  The  strumpet,  or  false  church,  is  forced 
(lis  God  discovers  her  nakedness  and  lewdness)  to  cliange 
her  dresses  and  appearances,  to  new  trick  and  adorn  her 
bed :  and  tlien^  as  if  she  also  were  changed,  and  were  now 
no  longer  the  same,  she  comes  forth  again  with  boldness,  and 
tempteth  the  young  man  again  to  come  in  unto  her.  Prov.  vii. 
16.  And  thus  "she  easteth  down  many  wonnded;  yea,  many 
strong  men  have  been  slain  by  her.**  ver.  26.  Who  othei^ 
wise  would  have  "pondered  the  path  of  life,"  chap.  v.  6. 
had  tliey  not  been  onanared  by  Ywr  flatteries,  m4io  "forMdc- 
eth  the  guide  of  her  yo«lh,  and  forffett«th  the  eovenant  of 
her  CUhV  chap,  ii,  17.  Th^ro  is  no  more  eertmii  aitd  Nady 
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singly  searching  after  it,  than  to  present  a  form  of  godliness 
or  worship,  as  the  proper  way  of  meeting  with  it:  for 
hereby  the  soul  is  lulled  asleep  with  a  false  hope,  until  the 
freehness  of  its  desire  begins  to  die,  and  its  life  to  wither; 
and  then  the  fleshly  part  easily  grows  into  unity  with,  and 
zeal  for,  that  form  which  indeed  is  of  the  flesh;  though  it 
appeared  and  tempted  as  if  it  had  been  otherwise.  And 
how  many  have  gone  a  great  way  towards  hell,  and  have 
been  deeply  entangled  and  distressed  in  the  chambers  of 
death,  by  entering  into  this  strumpet's  church  or  house, 
which  they  then  (through  the  subtlety  of  her  deceit)  took 
for  the  house  or  church  of  Qod!  Prov.  vii.  27.  Consider 
the  thing  a  little  seriously.  When  the  evil  spirit  is  driven 
out  of  his  strong-hold  of  gross  Popery,  whither  should  he 
run  but  into  Episcopacy?  When  he  is  driven  out  of  Epis- 
copacy, whither  should  he  run  but  into  Presbytery?  When 
he  is  driven  out  of  Presbytery,  whither  should  he  run  but 
into  Independency?  When  he  is  driven  out  of  Indepen- 
dency, whither  should  he  run  but  into  Anabaptism  ?  When 
he  is  driven  out  of  Anabaptism.  whither  should  he  run 
but  into  a  Way  of  Seeking?  And  what  is  his  end  of  run- 
ning into  Episcopacy,  but  to  save  alive  that  spirit  which 
was  hunted  out  of  Popery,  and  could  abide  no  longer  there, 
and  so  the  better  (and  the  safer  from  being  discerned)  to 
reproach  and  persecute  the  other  Spirit  (wherever  it 
appeared)  under  the  nick-names  of  Puritans,  Separatists, 
Bruwnists,  RountUbeads,  &c.  And  what  is  his  end  afterwards 
of  running  into  Presbytery,  but  to  save  that  alive  which  was 
hunted  out  of  Episcopacy,  and  to  persecute  the  former  truly 
zealous  Spirit  (where  it  should  further  appear  afterwards) 
by  means  of  that  form  ?  Thus  the  forms  and  appearances 
of  things  change ;  but  the  fight  is  still  the  same,  the  evil 
spirit  still  getting  uppermost,  under  a  form  of  godliness, 
and  from  thence  shooting  forth  its  arrows  at  those  that  seek 
after  purity  of  heart,  and  cannot  but  testify  against  those 
forms  where  the  impure  one  lodgeth. 
This  then  is  the  sum  of  onr  answer  in  this  respect;  we 
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ftrenot  against  flie  tni6  life  and  power  of  god^iiiesH,  wher- 
ever it  hath  appcaml,  or  yet  appears  tmcferthe  veil  of  any 
form  whatsoever,  ^ny,  all  persons  wlio  wHgly  wait  npon 
the  Lord  in  the  simplicitj^  and  sincerity  of  their  hearts, 
whether  under  any  form,  or  ont  of  forms,  (that  matters  lit- 
tle to  us)  are  very  dear  nnto  ns  in  the  Lord.  Bnt  we  are 
against  all  forms,  iraagen,  imitations,  and  appearances, 
which  betray  the  simplicitj'  and  sincerity  of  the  heart,  keep 
the  life  in  bondage,  and  endanger  the  loss  of  the  sont. 
And  too  many  such  now  there  are,  which  hold  the  immor- 
tal seed  of  Kfe  in  capti\nty  nnder  death,  over  which  we  can- 
not but  mourn,  and  wait  for  its  breaking  off  the  chains, 
and  its  rising  out  of  all  its  graves  into  its  own  pure  life, 
power,  and  ftilness  of  liberty  in  the  Lord. 


A   LOVtNCJ    AXD   lAITUFUL   AbVEKTISEAIENT    TO  THE    XaTIOX, 
AND   POWEHS   TUEBEOF, 

OKing!  0  parliament!  O  nation  of  Knglandl  consider 
before  the  decree  come  forth;  before  the  niiu  of  the  nation 
(with  the  powers  thereof)  be  irrevocably  sealed:  for  the 
Lord  hath  a  controversy  with  this  nation,  and  he  will  plead 
with  thee,  O  England  I  who  desircst  not,  and  canst  not  bear 
a  govemment  in  righteousness,  for  the  suppressing  of  the 
evil,  and  encouragement  of  the  good;  but  the  good  is  still 
suppressed  in  thee,  and  cannot  grow  as  it  ought,  because  of 
the  lust  of  the  nation  against  the  purity  of  the  life  of  God, 
and  because  of  the  corrupt  wills,  ends,  and  interests  of  those 
who  still  are  in  power. 

After  King  ITenry  the  VTIIth  had  renounced  and  shaken 
off  in  part  the  Pope's  authority  in  this  nation,  he  did  not  let 
it  fall  to  the  ground  as  an  evil  thing,  but  took  upon  himself 
the  exercise  of  it,  assuming  to  himself  the  headship  and 
government  under  Christ  in  all  ecclesiastical  causes  and 
matters  in  his  dominions.  The  same  course  his  successois 
followed,  keeping  the  very  title  which  the  Pope  gave  to  him 
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of  Defender  of  the  Faith.  Aud  so  parliameuts  in  their  dajg 
(as  if  the  govemmeut  of  the  church  were  a  right  and  privi- 
lege of  the  nation,  and  not  peculiar  to  Christ)  have  taken 
upon  tlicm  to  make  law8  and  orders  about  the  government 
of  the  church  and  people  of  God  in  spiritual  things,  as  well 
as  about  matters  of  state. 

Now  it  would  fairly  and  honestly  (with  the  spirit  of  meek- 
ness, and  ill  the  fear  of  the  Lord)  be  inquired  into,  Wlieiher 
fJic  Pope's  power  and  a^writy  in  this  imtion  was  a  true  church- 
power  aud  authority.  That  is,  whether  it  was  such  a  church- 
power  and  authority  as  Christ  had  instituted;  or  of  another 
uature,  even  of  a  nature  contrary  to  Christ,  and  to  his  in- 
ward government  in  the  spirits  of  his  people.  For  if  the 
Pope's  power  and  authority  was  a  true  church-power'  and 
authority,  then  it  may  be  lawful  in  another  hand,  though 
not  in  the  Pope's ;  but  if  it  was  a  usurped  kind  of  authority 
and  government  in  itself,  then  it  cannot  be  la\vful  in  itself, 
nor  serviceable  to  Christ  in  any  other  hand;  but  will  prove 
an  instrument  of  war  against  him,  in  whose  hands  soever  it 
be  put.  And  let  it  be  singly  considered,  whether  the  church 
power  in  this  nation  hath  not  been  a  curb  to  the  rising  of 
the  purity  of  religion,  even  a  sharp  check  upon  the  tender 
conscience ;  but  such  as  the  loose  (yea,  profiftue  spirit)  would 
take  pleasure  in  and  contend  for. 

The  true  church-power  is  only  the  power  of  the  Spiiit  of 
ChrisL  That  converts  men  to  God,  and  that  alone  is  able 
to  govern  them  in  the  affairs  of  his  kingdom,  being  con- 
verted. Man,  meddling  with  religion  aud  clmrch-govern- 
nicnt  in  his  wisdom,  is  but  a  beast,  and  must  govern  like  a 
beast;  namely,  M-ith  force  and  cruelty  over  the  spirit  and 
conscience  which  is  tender  towards  God.  As  the  Lord  God 
of  heaven  and  earth  never  gave  the  converting  power  to 
any,  so  neither  did  he  ever  give  this  governing  power  to 
any,  further  than  as  they  were  endued  with  the  Spirit;  for 
that  is  the  sceptre  of  his  church  and  kingdom,  which  is  a 
Hceptre  of  righteousness,  which  leads  on  in  tlie  love  and 
gentleness  of  the  Spirit  that  which  is  to  be  dealt  gently 
witli,  and  spiritually  cuts  oft',  by  its  severit}*  and  sharpness, 
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that  which  is  to  be  cut  off.  And  here  are  Christ's  limits  of 
government,  which  that  spirit  and  wisdom  which  exceeds, 
errs,  and  does  hurt  both  to  itself  and  others. 

Now  if,  in  the  mist  of  darkness,  which  hath  long  over- 
spread the  earth  (for  though  there  broke  out  a  little  light  to 
(Uscover  the  thick  blackness  of  Popery,  and  to  cause  some 
reformation  out  of  it,  yet  the  mist  was  not  expelled),  this 
nation  hath  erred,  her  princes,  her  teachers,  her  parlia- 
ments, and  all  sorts  of  persons,  in  laying  hold  on  and  estab- 
lishing a  wrong  church-power,  which  power  hath  had  a  bad 
effect;  namely,  in  suppressing  the  progress  of  the  reforming 
spirit,  and  raising  up  a  formal  spirit,  if  not  a  spirit  of  loose- 
ness and  profeneness,  which  ran  backwards  towards  Popery, 
and  not  forwards  from  it:  yet  let  them  not  love  error,  and  so 
strive  against  the  light  which  shineth  forth  to  discover  the 
error  to  them;  but  let  them  humble  themselves  before 
Christ,  the  Lord  of  all,  and  restore  unto  him  that  which  in 
his  due,  lest  they  provoke  him  to  wrath,  and  cause  him  to 
take  from  them  what  they  look  upon  as  their  due.  For  is 
it  not  just  with  Christ  to  take  that  power  from  men,  whicli 
they  (so  long  as  they  have  it)  will  not  forbear  managing  and 
making  use  of  to  keep  him  from  his  power?  Consider 
these  things,  O  England !  for  they  belong  to  thy  peace,  and 
toward  the  mitigation  of  thy  sorrow  and  misery  in  the  day 
of  thy  calamity. 

This  is  from  one  who  hath  mourned  over  thee,  while  thou 
hast  been  rejoicing, 

Isaac  Penington  the  Younger. 

Oh  that  thou  couldst  know,  at  least  in  this  last  hour  of 
thy  day,  how  to  make  thy  peace  with  the  Lord,  and  not  be- 
gin that  controversy  afresh  with  him,  which  he  hath  already 
so  much  shattered  and  broken  thee  about,  that  the  dregs  of 
the  cup,  whereof  thou  hast  already  so  largely  drunk,  might 
pass  from  thee ! 
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*   An  Explanatory  Postscript. 

Wb  read  of  the  getting  up  of  another  power  than  Christ's 
in  the  church,  after  the  days  of  the  apostles.  1  Thess.  ii.  4. 
Rev.  xiii.  2.  which  power  was  to  last  forty-two  months, 
even  all  the  time  of  antichrist's  reign ;  by  which  power  the 
beast  should  make  war  with  and  overcome  the  saints  in  all 
kindreds,  tongues,  and  nations,  ver.  5,  6,  7.  And  all  this 
wickedness  and  persecutions  of  the  saints  should  be  com- 
mitted under  a  pretence  of  righteousness,  as  if  it  were  for 
Christ,  and  the  well-government  of  his  church,  from  a  true 
and  rightly-derived  and  well-balanced  power.  1  Theas.  ii.  8, 
9.  Now  this  power  will  last  in  one  form  or  other,  even  till 
the  very  coming  of  Christ:  and  then  shall  that  wicked  spir- 
it (in  all  his  workint^s,  in  all  his  various  appearings  and 
transformings,  as  if  he  still  were  for  God,  and  for  the 
right  and  orderly  government  of  his  church  and  temple) 
be  discovered,  by  degrees  consumed,  and  at  last  destroyed, 
ver.  8.  And  then  the  kings  or  powers  of  the  earth,  which 
gave  their  power  and  strength  to  the  beast  (helping  him 
to  cause  men  to  worship.  Rev.  xiii.  15,  16.),  making  war 
with  the  Lamb  and  his  suftering*  saints  by  their  laws, 
whips,  prisons,  fines,  &c.,  shall  be  overcome  by  him,  who 
tightcth  against  them  with  "the  Spirit  of  his  mouth,'*  and 
by  his  "truth,  meekness,  and  righteousuess,"  which  shines 
in  the  hearts  and  conversations  of  his  "called,  faithful,  and 
chosen."  Rev.  xvii.  13,  14.  Psa.  xlv.  4,  5. 

The  power  of  Christ  cannot  hurt  any  of  his  lambs  (it 
never  forced  the  weak  ones,  the  tendcr-conscienced,  but  he 
carries  the  lambs  in  his  bosom,  and  gently  leads  those  that 
are  with  young.  Isa-  xl.  11.).  He  had  rather  have  many 
hypocrites  spared,  than  one  ear  of  wheat  plucked  up.  Mat. 
xiii.  29.  That  power  therefore  in  the  church  which  spares 
the  hypocrites  (who  can  easily  comply  with  an  outward 
conformity  in  worship,  without  feeling  an  inward  life  or 
virtne),  but  lights  heavy  on  that  which  is  tender  and  shy  in 
Vol.  n.—  18 
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matters  of  worship  (knowing  that  it  mast  give  an  account 
thereof  to  Christ),  that  is  not  the  true  church-power,  but  at 
best  but  a  counterfeit  of  the  true. 
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THE  GREAT  QUESTION,  &C. 


Whether  it  be  lawfiil  for  Christians  (who  know  Christ, 
the  substance  of  all  the  shadows  under  the  law,  and  are  in 
the  new  covenant)  to  swear  upon  weighty  occasions,  as  it 
•  was  lawful  for  the  Jews  to  do  under  the  old  covenant.  Or, 
Whether  Christ  alloweth  his  disciples  to  swear  in  solemn 
cases,  as  Moses  did  allow  his  disciples. 

Ans.  For  the  clearing  of  this  weighty  controversy,  to  all 
such  as  singly  desire  to  know  the  truth  (as  it  is  in  Jesus)  in 
this  particular,  that  their  hearts  may  bow  to  him  therein, 
and  not  be  overtaken  with  the  reasonings  and  subtleties  of 
the  carnal  mind  (which  never  knew  nor  can  know  the 
power,  but  hath  always  been,  and  still  i?^,  setting  up  dead 
images  of  God's  truths  and  of  his  worshij),  out  of  the* 
power),  these  few  things  following  would  be  considered  of. 
First,  What  an  oath  is.  Or,  The  nature  of  a  right  and  true 
oath  under  the  law.  Secondly,  The  ground  or  oceanion  of 
its  institution.  Thirdly,  The  cases  wherein  an  oath  was  to 
be  used.  Fourthly,  The  proper  end  and  service  of  an  oath. 
Fifthly,  The  suitableness  of  ita  nature  to  its  end  and  servieo. 
Lastly,  The  peraons  to  whom  the  use  of  an  oath  was  proper 
in  itself,  and  intended  and  allowed  by  God;  and  whether 
there  be  any  persons  to  whom  it  is  not  proper,  and  to  whom 
the  Lord  doth  not  allow  it.  This  last  is  the  main,  and  will 
of  itself  determine  the  thing;  but  yet  a  brief  consideration 
of  the  former  may  not  be  unprofitAble,  to  make  way  for  a 
dearer  leading  and  insight  into  it. 

First,  As  toucliing  an  oath^  what  it  is^  or  ike  naUtre  of  if. 
A  true  and  lawful  oath  under  the  law  was  an  engas^ement 
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or  bond  upon  the  soul,  Num.  zxx.  2.  by  the  name  of  the 
Lord,  Deut.  x.  20.  to  the  speaking  of  truth  in  things  af- 
Jbrmed^  and  to  the  performance  of  truth  in  things  promised. 
It  was  as  a  seal  to  bind  fallen  man  (man  fallen  from  the 
truth,  from  the  uprightness)  to  truth  in  his  words  and  prom- 
ises^ either  to  Gk)d  or  man.  This  is  the  nature  and  use  of 
an  ocUh;  to  wit,  to  bind  the  soul  to  truth,  to  be  such  an  en- 
gagement upon  the  soul,  as,  if  there  be  any  fear  of  God 
there,  it  cannot  but  dread  to  break,  knowing,  that  "the 
Lord  will  not  hold  him  guiltless,  that  taketh  his  name  in 
vain." 

Secondly,  The  ground  or  occasion  of  an  oath,  is  the  fall  of 
man  from  truth,  from  innocency,  from  the  uprightness 
which  engaged  him  to  truth  before  his  fall.  This  made  the- 
Jews  stand  in  need  of  this  bond  under  the  law,  in  their  pur- 
poses and  promises  towards  God;  and  the  same  thing  like- 
wise made  them  stand  in  need  of  it  one  from  another,  to 
ratify  and  confirm  truth  between  them. 

Thirdly,  The  cases  wherein  an  oath  wa^  to  be  used,  which 
were  chiefly  these  four. 

1.  In  case  of  a  promise  or  vow  to  God.  2.  Li  case  of 
promise  to  man.  That  the  truth,  integrity,  and  plain  inten- 
tion of  the  heart  might  stand,*  and  there  might  be  no  de- 
parting therefrom,  in  the  thing  promised,  either  to  God  or 
man ;  an  oath  in  that  state  was  found  uaefiil  to  bind  the 
soul  thereto. 

3.  In  case  of  pronouncing  or  declaring  the  truth  of  a 
thing  which  was  weighty,  that  there  might  be  a  clear  and 
.satisfactory  ground  of  belief. 

4.  Li  case  of  controversy  between  parties,  where  the  con- 
troversy could  not  be  detenniued,  but  by  taking  the  con- 
fession of  the  one  party  for  truth ;  there  that  party  was  to 
seal  his  confession  with  an  oath,  and  so  the  other  to  rest 
satisfied  therewith,  and  the  controversy  thereupon  end. 

Fourthly,  The  end  of  an  oathy  which  is  for  final  confirma- 
tion, and  avoiding  all  frirther  strife  and  contention  about  the 
thing  sworn  to.  By  binding  the  thing  (promised  or  affirmed) 
with  an  oath^  the  thing  is  confirmed ;  and  now  there  is  no 
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more  strife  in  the  heart  eancemlng  the  thing,  if  relating  to 
God,  or  between  man  and  man  in  things  relating  to  them ; 
bat  the  striving  natnre  is  bound  down  by  the  oath  of  God, 
wherewith  the  thing  is  ratified,  and  so  the  doubt  and  uncer- 
Uinty  removed,  and  the  contest  ended.  Thns  of  right  it 
oaght  to  be,  and  is,  where  the  oath  is  forcible  and  in  its 
proper  service. 

Fifthly,  The  suitableness  of  Us  nature  to  the  end  aimed  at  by 
it.  Man  out  of  the  Christian  life,  can  go  no  further  than 
to  engage  himself  by  the  fear  and  dread  of  that  God, 
whom  he  professeth  to  worship  and  serve,  and  who  cannot 
Imt  be  jealous  of  his  name  and  honor,  and  ready  to  vindi- 
cate the  taking  of  it  in  vain.  Man  under  the  law  could  not 
bind  himself  to  God,  in  any  promise  or  service  more  than 
this;  nor  can  there  be  any  greater  bond  or  seal  of  truth 
given  by  one  man  to  another,  in  the  fallen  state,  than  this. 
And  he  tliat  will  venture  to  break  this,  what  but  deceit 
and  treachery  can  be  expected  from  him?  insomuch  as  no 
other  engagement  from  him  can  be  of  weight,  he  hereby 
manifesting  the  want  of  that  in  his  mind  and  spirit,  where- 
upon all  ties  are  to  fasten. 

Sixthly,  The  perscms  to  whom  the  use  of  an  oath  was  proper 
and  lawfuly  and  for  whom  iPwas  instituted;  and  whether  there 
be  any  persons  to  whom  it  is  not  proper  and  lawful,  and  for 
whose  use  it  xoas  not  instituted. 

To  find  out  this  distinctly  and  truly,  wo  must  consider 
the  several  conditions  of  man  since  the  creation ;  and  ob- 
serve to  which  of  those  it  is  useful  and  proper  in  itself,  and 
allowed  by  God,  and  to  which  it  is  not  useful  in  itself,  nor 
allowed  by  God. 

There  have  been  four  estates  or  conditions  of  mankind 
«i»ee  the  creation : 

1.  An  estate  ofinnocency;  an  estate  of  integrity,  of  purity, 
of  righteo«sne88|  wherein  man  could  not  lie  or  deceive ;  but 
his  promises  to  God,  and  his  words  to  men,  nmst  needs  be 
Kaa,  and  Amen:  for  it  was  impossible  to  man,  who  was 
made  in  God's  image  (which  is  truth)  to  lie  or  deceive,  until 
the  deceit  entered  him,  and  drew  him  out  of  the  truth. 
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2.  There  was  (and  still  is)  on  egkde  ef  deep  MpUrnhf^ 
wherein  this  truth  and  innooeiicy  was  wholly  lost;  and  man 
wholly  corrupted  in  his  spirit  and  nature,  and  wholly  degen* 
orated  from  God.  This  was  the  estate  of  the  heathen,  who 
knew  not  Glod  generally,  nor  desired  after  him,  but  walked 
in  the  vanity  of  their  minds,  and  were  given  up  to  their 
own  hearts*  lusts.  Yet  among  some  of  these  the  eternal 
principle  of  life  was  stirring,  which  did  check  them,  and 
ofter  to  guide  them^out  of  this  estate;  which  they  that 
hearkened  unto  did  not  remain  in  the  fall  with  the  rest,  but 
felt  the  power  of  that,  which  reproved  and  checked  them, 
circumcising  their  hearts ;  and,  in  their  obedience  thereto, 
justifying  them  in  their  consciences  before  God. 

3.  There  was  an  estate  of  shadouy  redemption,  which  was 
not  the  true  estate  of  redemption  itself,  or  tliey  the  true 
people  which  were  to  be  redeemed;  but  a  shadow  of  the 
redemption,  a  shadow  of  the  redeemed  people,  a  shadow  of 
the  way  and  path  of  life;  wherein  were  figures  of  the  heav- 
enly substance,  the  heavenly  people,  the  heavenly  things, 
the  heavenly  inheritance,  the  heavenly  food,  &c.  But  all 
these  figures,  in  and  under  the  law,  were  not  the  true  heav- 
enly and  invisible  things  tliemselves,  but  outward  and  visi- 
ble signs  and  representations  of  them. 

4.  There  was,  and  blessed  be  the  Lord,  now  at  length  (after 
tlie  great,  long,  and  dark  night  of  apo'stasy)  again  is  brought 
forth,  an  estate  of  true  redemption;  wherein  the  soul  is  brought 
back  from  the  death,  from  the  captivity,  from  the  fall,  from 
the  deceit,  and  from  the  shadows,  into  the  tnith,  into  the 
pure  life,  into  the  innocency,  into  the  uprightness ;  wherein 
Christ  (the  power  of  God)  is  witnessed,  and  the  soul  new 
formed  in  his  pure  image,  and  become  a  new  creature,  hav- 
ing a  new  eye,  a  new  ear,  a  new  heart,  a  new  nature,  a  new 
life  and  spirit,  (in  the  newness  of  which  life  it  is  to  live  and 
walk)  a  new  coui'se  and  conversation,  a  new  phice  to  walk 
and  have  its  conversation  in,  even  in  that  very  heaven  from 
whence  it  looks  for  the  Saviour;  wherein  also  all  oHlhings, 
which  came  in  by  the  fall,  and  all  the  old  shadows  of  the 
law^  are  to  pass  away,  and  in  this  state  all  things  are  to  be- 
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come  new.  And  this  is  not  only  to  be  eaq[>ected  in  the  per- 
fection of  thia  state,  but  belongs  (in  its  measare  and  degree) 
to  the  very  beginning  of  it:  for  even  so  soon  as  a  man  is 
ingrafted  into  Christ,  even  then  he  is  a  new  creatore,  and 
all  things  then  begin  to  become  new  nnto  him,  and  he  is  then 
to  b^in  departing  from  all  old  things,  both  of  the  natural  or 
heathenish  state,  and  of  the  Jewish  state,  until  he  hath  left 
them  all  behind.  The  apostie  saith  expressly,  ^^If  any  man 
be  in  Christ,  he  is  a  new  creature :  old  things  are 'passed 
away,  all  things  are  become  new/'  Christ,  tilie  Lord  and 
Master  of  all  believers,  who  himself  was  not  in  the  world, 
calleth  all  his  disciples  and  followers  out  of  the  world. 
How,  out  of  the  world?  Doth  he  call  them  firom  having 
any  being  or  commerce  in  the  earth,  or  in  the  world?  Nay, 
not  so;  but  to  come  out  of  the  evil  and  earrupi  staUj  practices j 
and  tvaifs  of  the  world ;  out  of  the  earthly  ways  of  the  Heath- 
ens, out  of  the  earthly  ordinances  and  observations  of  the 
Jews;  yea,  even  out  of  every  thing  in  both,  which  was  not 
of  the  Father,  but  of  the  world;  and  this  made  them  a 
gazing-etock  to  both,  and  the  scorn  and  hatred  of  both, 
wherever  they  came. 

These  are  the  four  estates  or  conditions  of  mankind 
since  the  creation ;  in  one  of  which,  all  men  that  ever  were, 
have  been  to  be  found;  and  according  to  the  estate  and 
condition  wherein  man  is  found,  is  the  law  of  God  to  him, 
and  his  requirings  of  him. 

Now  let  any  man,  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord  Gk>d,  weigh  and 
consider,  to  which  sort  or  sorts  of  these  an  oath  was  useful 
jn  itself,  and  allowed  by  God,  and  to  which  not.  Was  it 
useful  in  the  innocent  state  ?  Or  did  God  appoint  it  there, 
when  man  could  not  but  speak  truth?  Or  is  it  useful  in  the 
redeemed  estate,  where  a  greater  bond  is  received,  and  pro- 
fessedly held  forth,  than  the  innocency  of  man's  nature  was? 
Is  not  Christ  the  truth,  the  substance  ?  Is  not  he  that  is  in 
him,  the  new  creature?  Were  not  all  the  oaths,  and  shad- 
ows of  the  law,  to  last  till  Christ  the  substance  came  ?  Is  not 
this  the  bond  of  the  gospel?  And  doth  not  this  seal  truth, 
and  keep  to  truth  more  firmly  than  the  oath  under  the  law 
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could?  and  the  gf^Oter  bdnd  being  come,  doth  not  the  Ics* 
ser  bond,  which  signMed  It,  flee  away  and  vanish,  and  the 
use  of  it  now  become  both  neediest  and  unlawftti  ?  Men 
may  reason  subtly,  and  persuade  dtfongly  against  the 
truth;  but  we  know  certainly  and  infallibly,  in  the  light  of 
the  Lord,  that  the  use  of  an  oath  was  not  for  man  in  inno- 
cency,  nor  for  man  under  the  power  and  virtue  of  the  re- 
demption by  Christ  (which  brings  man  back  into  the  truth, 
into  tffe  innocency,  and  into  that  life  and  strength  which 
preserves  in  the  truth  and  innocency),  but  for  fallen  man, 
for  man  erred  from  the  truth  and  covenant  of  God:  and  it 
is  very  manifest  to  us,  that  for  a  disciple  of  Christ,  who  hath 
received  the  law  from  his  lips  against  swearing,  to  be 
brought  back  again  to  swearing  (the  bond  of  man  in  the 
fallen  state,  and  under  the  law)  is  no  less  than  a  denial  of 
Christ,  who  is  his  life  and  redeemer  out  of  the  fallen  state, 
and  who  also  is  the  substance,  which  ends  the  oaths;  and  he 
that  hath  ever  known  the  pure  power  of  his  life,  and  re- 
ceived the  pure  law  thereof  in  the  clear  openings  of  his 
spirit,  must  not  depart  from  thence,  from  the  feeling  of 
that,  into  the  fleshly  reasonings,  into  consultations  with  the 
fleshly-wise  part,  which  will  be  sure  to  give  such  interpre- 
tations of  scriptures  as  may  avoid  the  cross;  but  keep  to 
that  power  which  begat  him,  and  to  that  principle  wherein 
he  was  begotten ;  and  there  he  shall  never  be  able  to  get 
beyond  the  yea  and  mneii  in  Christ,  beyond  the  confessing 
of  the  truth  in  the  presence  and  life  of  it,  which  is  the  end 
and  substance  of  swearing  under  the  law;  and  therefore 
the  Apostle  I*aul,  who  several  times,  and  in  several  cases, 
refers  to  the  prophecies  of  the  prophets,  who  foretold  of 
things  under  the  gospel  in  law-phrases,  renders  the  word 
confess,  instead  of  swear,  as  may  appear  by  comparing 
Rom,  xiv.  11.  and  Philip,  ii.  11.  with  Isa.  xlv.  23.  That 
which  the  law  called  swearing,  the  gospel  calls  confessing, 
each  of  them  speaking  of  the  same  thing,  in  the  proper  dia- 
lect of  each;  which  confessing  in  the  life,  in  the  truth,  in 
the  renewed  principle,  is  the  weight  and  substance  of  that, 
whereof  the  oath  was  but  a  shadow.    For  what  is  the  sub- 
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stance  and  intent  of  an  oath?  Is  not  the  intent  of  it  to 
bind  to  the  speaking  or  perfonning  of  truth?  And  what  is 
it  that  binds?  Is  it  the  shadow  or  the  substance?  Is  it  the 
words  of  an  oath,  or  the  sense  and  weight  of  the  thing  up- 
on the  spirit?  It  was  not  the  farm  of  an  oath,  but  the 
wtighi  and  skMiante  hid  underneath,  which  bound  the  Jew 
under  the  law;  and  if  there  be  no  more  weight  and  sub* 
stance  in  the  yea  and  -aay  of  a  disciple  under  the  gospel,  it 
must  needs  be  more  binding  to  them,  and.  hath  also  more 
true  ground  of  satisiaction  in  it  (to  other  Christians  at  least) 
than  a  Jew's  or  Heathen's  swearing;  yea,  and  if  the  men  of 
the  world  would  but  freely  speak  their  hearts,  it  would  be 
acknowledged  to.be  of  more  weight  with  them  also.  Who 
of  those  who  have  observed  and  known  our  conversation, 
and  upright  speaking  and  behavior  for  these  many  years, 
both  towards  the  various  rulers  and  authorities  of  the  na- 
tion, and  also  towards  all  men  of  all  sorts,  would  not  prefer 
our  yea  and  tkay  before  the  oaths  of  others  ? 

Obj.  B%d  though  a  Christian  may  not  swear  in  relaticn  to 
hijnsdf;  yet  why  raajf  he  not  swear  in  relation  to  the  saJ&sf action 
of  others  J  seeing  GM  himsdf  swore  in  that  respecty  who  was  as 
much  in 'the  power  and  virtue  of  that  life  which  binds  from,  swear^ 
ingas  a  Christian  can  bef 

Ans.  1.  Qod  (being  not  bound  himself  by  the  laws  where^ 
with  he  binds  the  creature)  may  either  himself,  or  by  an  in^ 
stniment  (in  his  immediate  life  and  power),  do  that  which 
the  creature  hal;h  not  liberty  from  him  to  do ;  but  that  is  no 
warrant  in  general,  but  the  disciple  is  particularly  to  eye 
the  rule  from  his  Master,  Chbist  Jksus  (who  is  Lord  over 
the  household  of  faith,  and  who  was  as  &ithful  in  all  his 
house  as  a  Lord,  as  Moses,  the  servant,  was  in  his  house),  by 
whom  tSie  same  God,  who  once  allowed  oaths  to  the  Jews, 
hath  now  wholly  forbidden  swearing.  And  let  the  disciple 
diligentiy  and  ^Edthfully  eye  the  laws  of  the  new  covenant 
(which  are  written  by,  and  received  from,  the  ingrafted 
word  of  &ith  in  the  heart)  he  shall  find  oaths  excluded  there, 
as  a  paart  of  the  old  covensmt,  even  as  a  literal  and  shadowy 
eonfirmadon  of  truth  among  the  Jews  under  Moses'  diqpen« 
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nition  for  the  time  of  the  law;  but  the  grace  and  truth  itself 
id  tiie  sabstance,  and  the  faith  received  is  the  seal  of  truth 
tinder  tiie  gospel,  both  towards  God  and  man. 

Ans.  2.  A  Christian  may  not  swear  in  relation  to  the  sat- 
•  is&ction  of  others,  because  he  is  to  hold  forth  his  light,  his 
life,  his  principle,  in  the  eye  of  the  world;  he  is  to  testify 
to  the  worth  and  excellency  of  it,  that  it  is  a  greater  and 
firmer  bond  to  him,  both  towards  God  and  man,  than  any 
oaths  either  of  the  Heathen  or  of  the  Jews  can  be.  If  owhis 
entering  into  their  way  of  confirmation  of  things,  which  is 
short  of  his  own,  is  an  undervaluing  and  disparagement  of 
the  worth  and  weight  of  that  principle  of  triith  which  God 
hath  given  him,  and  raised  up  in  him :  it  is  indeed  a  deny- 
ing of  it:  for  entering  into  the  law-bond,  is  laying  of  the 
gospel-bond  by;  and  an  offering  of  that  as  a  bond,  which 
indeed  once  was  so,  but  is  now  excluded  by  the  law  of  faith 
from  being  a  bond  any  longer,  and  hath  lof^t  its  virtue. 
And  if  men  would  but  open  their  eyes,  they  might  easily  see 
how  little  oaths  bind,  and  how  unprofitable  they  are  to  the 
end  and  use  for  which  they  are  intended:  but  the  yea,  and 
amen  in  Christ  (the  principle  of  life)cannot  be  broken ;  but 
he  that  abides  in  him  must  perform  the  ?/m  and  amen,  which 
is  firm  in  him. 

Ans.  3.  A  Christian  or  disciple  may  not  swear  under  the 
gospel,  because  Christ  hath  brought  in  confession  of  the 
trutii,  ftom  the  principle  of  his  life,  instead  of  oaths;  which 
is  made  good  not  only  by  the  Apostle  Paul's  rendering  of 
swearing  in  the  law-time,  confessing,  in  the  fulfilling  of  it  un- 
der the  gospel;  but  also  by  Christ's  bringing  in  the  yea,  yea, 
and  naj/y  nay,  instead  of  the  law's  swearing.  In  the  Jew, 
the  oath  was  the  seal  or  confirmation  under  the  law;  in 
the  disciple,  who  is  in  the  life,  and  hath  learned  the  truth 
of  Christ,  the  life,  the  yea,  yea,  the  7iay,  nay,  is  appointed 
him  by  Christ  instead  of  the  oath.  And  though  the  sub- 
tlety and  fleshly  wisdom  strive  hard  to  wrest  that  place  out 
of  ttie  hands  of  the  simplicity,  yet  they  shall  never  be  able 
to  do  it:  but  he  that  looks  on  it  with  a  single  eye  in  the 
light  of  that  Spirit  wherein  it  was  wrote,  shall  plainly  see 
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C/liritit's  drift  to  l)e  to  take  away  the  shadow,  even  to  abol- 
ish that  use  of  sweai'ing,  which  was  proper  and  allowed  to 
the  Jews  under  the  law,  and  to  bring  the  confession  or 
denial  of  the  thing,  the  yea,  yea^  and  nmf^  nay^  (from  the  gos- 
pel Ri>unt  and  principle  in  the  disciple)  in  the  stead  of  it; 
which  to  make  more  manifest  to  the  honest,  simple,  and 
naked  heart,  which  is  willing  to  take  up  the  will  and  truth 
of  God  in  every  thing,  with  all  the  crosses  that  attend  it,  let 
these  few  things  following  be  uprightly  considered  of 

First,  That  slight,  trivial,  and  firequent  oaths  were  not 
allowed  under  tjie  law;  but  forbidden  by  the  law,  as  the 
taking  God's  holy  and  dreadful  name  in  vain. 

Secondly,  That  though  vain  oaths  were  then  forbidden, 
yet  solemn  oaths,  weighty  oaths,  such  as  were  needful  and 
useful  to  the  thing  intended,  were  allowed  under  the  law. 
So  in  all  those  cases  Before  expressed,  oaths  were  allowed 
and  justifiable,  so  that  they  were  but  careful  to  perform 
them,  and  did  not  forswear  themselves. 

Thirdly,  Christ  brings  in  an  exception  against  the  use  of 
this  lawful  s^i'earing  under  the  law,  as  the  word  but  doth 
plainly  signify,  and  forbiddeth  swearing  wholly,  altogether, 
oratalh  The  law  saith,  "Thou  shalt  not  forswear  thy- 
self;" that  is  the  substance  of  what  the  law  forbids:  it  al- 
lows swearing  but  forbids  forswearing,  but  I  say  unto  you, 
ye  shall  not  only  avoid  forswearing,  but  swearing  also,  and 
that  wholly,  or  altogether:  "but  I  say  unto  you,  swear  not 
at  all." 

Fourthly,  Christ  brings  in  another  thing  instead  of  swear- 
ing, a  thing  &r  more  suitable  to  the  truth,  plainness,  and 
simplicity  of  the  gospel,  which  is  confessing  the  thing,  or 
speaking  the  thing  in  truth,  just  as  it  is,  either  by  way  of 
sifBrmation  or  denial ;  "  but  let  your  yea  be  yea,  and  nay 
nay." 

And  there  is  liberty  enough  left  to  a  disciple  to  satisfy 
any  man  concerning  the  trath  of  a  thing  by  confession,  as 
much  as  by  an  ottth:  for  is  it  not  full  as  weighty  under  the 
gospel  to  ooisfeaa  the  presence  of  God,  or  that  he  is  witness, 
or  that  we  apeak  the  thing  in  his  fear,  and  in  the  feeling  of 
VoL  IL—  14 
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his  life  and  poww,  as  it  were  under  the  law  to  swear  hy  his 
life,  by  his  fear,  by  his  power,  or  the  like?  Is  not  the  con- 
tessing  of  Gk)d  by  a  Christian  of  more  weight  than  the 
swearing  by  him  from  a  Jew  or  Heathen?  O  nations  and 
powers  of  the  earth !  seek  truth,  seek  righteousness,  and  do 
not  set  up  a  form  or  image  of  things  in  your  own  wills,  and 
according  to  your  own  wisdom  and  inventions,  above  the 
power  of  Gk>d. 

And  let  it  be  duly  considered,  whether  the  powers  of  this 
nation  deal  kindly  with  the  Lord,  in  exacting  an  oath  from 
his  people,  who  (not  in,  the  least  disaffect^n  to  them,  but 
only  in  fidelity  of  conscience  to  Christ,  their  Lord  and  mas- 
ter) cannot  but  refuse  it. 

The  question  is  concerning  their  fidelity  and  obedience  to 
the  king;  that  is  the  thing  which  an  oath  is  required  to 
ratify  and  confirm.  Now  the  swearing  itself,  or  formal 
taking  of  an  oath,  is  of  little  value;  but  to  be  obedient,  to 
be  faithful,  is  the  thing  of  value.  The  case  then  stands 
thus :  the  Lord  hath  so  formed  them,  that  they  cannot  but 
be  fia,ithAil  and  obedient.  The  Lord  hath  qiised  up  that 
principle  in  them,  which  cannot  hurt  the  king,  or  any  man, 
nor  cannot  stand  by  and  see  him  or  any  man  hurt,  without 
endeavoring  to  prevent  itl  Here  is  their  strength  of  per- 
forming good,  and  avoiding  evil;  and  their  yea  and  nay, 
from  tills  principle,  is  the  best  security  which  they  can  pos- 
sibly give  to  any  man  (and  he  who  hath  thus  formed  them 
in  the  pure  principle  of  his  life,  hath  likewise  forbidden  them 
to  swear).  But  this  cannot  be  accepted  for  want  of  the 
other  confirmation ;  to  wit,  of  swearing,  which  came  in  by 
the  fall,  and  was  allowed  among  the  shadows  of  the  law, 
but  is  forbidden  by  the  gospel. 

Now  0  king !  shall  not  God's  people  be  faithful  and  obe- 
dient to  the  Lord,  as  well  as  to  thee?  Shall  they  not  be 
true  to  the  principle  of  life,  wherein  they  are  begotten  and 
brought  forth  in  the  love  and  good-will  to  all,  and  out  of 
enmity  to  any?  Hath  God  raised  up  in  them  a  principle 
which  cannot  deceive ;  and  will  not  the  ym  and  My  of  that 
serre  (after  so  much  experience,  through  bo  many  changes), 
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but  they  must  either  Inreak  Christ's  command,  and  hasard 
their  souls,  or  else  lose  their  liberties  and  estates? 

Oh !  that  men  would  wait  on  tke  Lord,  for  his  pure  fear 
to  be  written  on  their  hearts  by  the  finger  of  his  Spirit,  that 
they  might  c(Hne  out  of  the  fleshly  wisdom  into  the  womb 
of  the  eternal  wisdom,  from  whence  our  principle  came; 
that  they  might  be  able  to  see  and  justify  the  purity,  right- 
eousness, nobility,  and  worth  of  it;  and  that  they  might 
feel  its  security  from  all  that  is  out  of  the  good-will,  out  of 
the  love,  out  of  the  life,  and  out  of  the  peace;  that  so  there 
might  be  an  end  of  all  strife,  rebellion,  heart-burnings,  plots, 
and  all  manner  of  wickedness  and  ungodliness,  which  have 
no  place  in  it,  but  daily  waste  and  wither  where  it  is  sown 
and  grows,  even  till  they  come  to  an  end;  and  till  the  right- 
eousness and  pure  innocency  fill  the  room  and  place  which 
they  had,  both  in  the  heart  and  mind  within,  and  in  the  life 
and  conversation  outwardly. 

And  let  every  one  that  uameth  the  n  ame  of  the  Lord 
depart  from  iniquity,  and  look  well  to  his  goings:  for  the 
darkness  of  t^e  thick  night  of  apostasy  is  already  past,  and 
the  true  light  now  again  shineth.  Blessed  is  the  eye  which 
seeth  it,  and  the  heart  which  is  established  in  it,  in  the 
midst  of  those  terrible  and  dreadful  shakings  and  confu- 
sions, which  must  not  end  here,  but  go  over  all  nations. 
Oh  that  this  nation  could  once  bow  to  it,  that  it  might  be 
happy,  and  its  rents  and  breaches  be  healed  for  ever! 
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SOMEWHAT 

SPOKBN   TO    A 

WEIGHTY  QUESTION. 

ooiroaEviKo  thx 
MAGISTRATE'S    PROTECTION    OF    THE    INNOCENT. 

WHKBKIV  18  BXLP  FOBTK 

THE  BLBSSINQ  AND  PEACE  WHICH  NATIONS  OUGHT  TO  WAIT 
FOR  AND  EMBRACE  IN  THE  LATTER  DAYS. 

WITH 

SOME  CONSIDERATIONS 

For  the  Serious  and  Wise  in  Heart 

throughoui  this  Nation  to  ponder,  for  diverting  God's 

Wrath,  if  possible,  from  breaking  forth  upon  it. 

Also 

A  brief  Account  of  what  the  People  called  Quakers  desire, 

in  reference  to  the  Civil  Gov^erument. 

With  a  few  Words  to  such  as  by 

the  everlasting  Arm  of  God's  Power  have  been  drawn 

and  gathered  out  of  the  Apostasy,  into  the 

living  Truth  and  Worship. 

By  ISAAC  PENINGTON  the  Younger, 


And  in  that  day  wiU  I  make  a  covenant  for  them  with  the  beasts  of  the 
field,  and  with  the  fowls  of  hearen,  and  with  the  creeping  things  of  the 
groand:  and  I  will  break  the  bow,  and  the  iword,  and  the  battle  out  of 
the  earth,  and  will  make  them  to  lie  down  safely.  Hos.  ii.  18. 
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SOMEWHAT 

SPOKEN  TO  A  . 

^W^eighty   Question,   &c. 

QUK^TIOX. 

Whether  the  magistrate,  in  righteousness  and  equity,  is  en- 
gaged to  dofend  such,  wlio,  by  the  peaeeableuess  and  love 
wjiich  God  hath  wrought  in  their  H[)irits,  and  by  that  law 
of  life,  mercy,  good-will,  and  forgiveness,  which  God,  by 
his  own  finger,  hath  writtcMi  in  their  hearts,  are  taken  ott" 
from  fighting,  and  cannot  use  a  weapon,  destructive  to 
any  i^vature,  to  defend  him. 

ANSWER. 

Magistracy  was  intended  by  God  for  the  defence  of  the 
people;  not  only  of  those  who  have  ability,  and  can  tight 
tor  them,  but  of  such  also  who  cannot,  or  are  forbidden  by 
the  love  and  law  of  God  written  in  their  hearts  bo  to  do. 
Thus  women,  children, 'sick  persons,  aged  persons,  and  also 
priests  in  nations  (who  have  ability  to  tight,  but  are  ox- 
emptcd  by  their  Itmction,  which  is  not  e<joivalent  to  the  ex- 
emption which  God  makes  by  the  law  of  his  Spirit  in  the 
heart)  Iwivc  .the  beoetit  of  the  law,  and  of  the  magistrate's 
protection,  without  fighting  tor  the  defence  of  citlier:  and 
in  it  Hot  mofft  r^^hteons  and  eqiial,tluit  fighting,  which  came 
in  by  tlie  fall,  siioQld  come  to  an  end  in  sucli  whom  God 
draws  outirfdie  feH;  and  that  magistrates  (who  have))e(i4'er 
given  theni  >to  mle  by  God^  aiid  oqght  to  mlo  imder  him) 
should  'ttOt  return  liglitiiig  of  th&n  wlioni  the  Lord  of  lonl« 
hatli  redcenMd  arfl  ctf  Ike  figlKang  itfttufe,  and  choaen  te  W 
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as  examples  of  meeknesa  and  peaceablenesa  in  the  places 
where  they  live?  How  can  he  fight  with  creaturea,  "in 
whom  is  love  and  good-will  towards  those  creatures,  and 
whose  bowels  are  rolling  over  them,  because  of  their  wan* 
derings  in  the  lusts,  in  the  strife,  and  in  the  wars?  Fighting 
is  not  suitable  to  a  gospel  Spirit;  but  to  the  spirit  of  the 
world,  and  the  children  thereof.  The  fighting  in  the  gos- 
pel is  turned  inward  against  the  lusts,  and  not  outward 
against  the  creatures.  There  b  to  be  a  lime,  when  "nation 
shall  not  lift  up  sword  against  nation,  neither  shall  they 
learn  war  any  more."  When  the  power  of  the  gospel 
^reads  over  the  whole  earth,  thus  shall  it  be  throughout 
the  earth;  and  where  the  power  of  the  Spirit  takes  hold  of 
and  overcomes  any  heart  at  present,  thus  will  it  be  at 
present  with  that  heart  This  blessed  state,  which  shall  be 
brought  forth  in  the  general  in  God's  season,  must  begin  in 
particulars;  and  they  therein  are  not  prejudicial  to  the 
world,  nor  would  be  so  looked  upon,  if  the  right  ^e  in  man 
were  but  open  to  see  with,  but  emblems  of  that  blessed  state 
wliich  the  God  of  glory  hath  promised  to  set  up  in  the  world 
in  the  days  of  tlie  gospel.  And  though  by  this  means  there 
may  seem  to  be  a  weakening  of  the  strength  of  the  magis- 
trate, and  of  the  defence  of  that  nation  wherein  God  causeth 
the  vfrtue  and  power  of  his  truth  to  spread  in  the  hearts  of 
his  people ;  yet  in  truth  it  is  not  so,  but  a  great  strengthen- 
ing. For  if  righteousness  be  the  strength  of  a  nation,  and 
the  seed  of  God  the  support  of  the  earth,  then  where  right- 
eousness is  brought  forth,  and  where  the  seed  of  Go<l 
springs  up  and  flourisheth,  that  nation  grows  strong;  and  in- 
stead of  the  arms  and  strength  of  man,  the  eternal  strength 
overspreads  that  nation,  and  that  wisdom  springs  up  in  the 
spirits  of  men,  which  is  better  tlian  weapons  of  war ;  and  the 
wisdom  which  is  from  above  is  pure  and  peaceable,  and  teach- 
eth  to  make  peace,  and  to  remove  the  eaiMe  of  contention 
and'4wars,  and  uniteth  the  heart  to  the  L(>rd,  in  waitiag  up- 
on him  for  counsel,  strength^  and  preservation  in  iMB  state, 
who  brought  into  it.  Kow  m  not  t^e  mmik  better  and 
aafSsr  than  the  present  Mtate  of  tilings  hi  IbeiMiM;  first,  to 
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hare  tiho  cause  of  \viit»  removed,  and  a  BW^t,  peaceable, 
ligbteonB  Spirit  in  the  8t«flc>  thereof  j  secondly,  to  have  a 
peaceable  and  righteous  generation,  whom  the  Lord  hatii 
made  and  preserved  8o,  breathing  to  the  Lord  for  peace, 
good,  and  prosperity  to  the  nation,  and  magistrates  thereof, 
and  to  8trett»h  forth  his  arm  to  be  a  defence  about  them ; 
thirdly,  to  have  the  God  of  heaven  engaged  by  his  power  to 
defend  that  power  and  magistracy  which  defends  righteous- 
ness in  general,  and  i^articnlarly  his  peoi)le  in  their  obe- 
dience imto  him,  whom  it  is  most  righteous  for  them  to 
obey,  and  for  the  magistrate,  who  claims  his  rule  and  domin- 
ion under  God,  to  protect  them  in  ?  Were  not  this  much 
better  both  for  magistrates  and  people  than  the  present  es- 
tate? Oh  that  that  were  awakened  iu  man  which  can 
rightly  discern  and  judge ! 

Obj.  But  this  is  an  Utopian  state,  or  a  world  in  the  moon. 
Is  it  possible  that  ever  there  should  be  such  a  state  here  on 
ett-th? 

Ans.  1.  When  the  principle  of  God,  which  lies  hid  in  the 
hearts  of  men,  over  which  the  corrupt  nature  hath  grown, 
and  upon  which  the  spirit  of  darkness  in  men  tramples, 
ehall  be  raised  and  come  into  dominion;  righteounes^, 
peace,  and  good^will  shall  spring  up  as  naturally  among 
men,  ae  wars,  strifes,  divisions,  emulations,  heart-l)uniings, 
&c.  now  do, 

2.  There  is  a  promise  of  such  a  sttite,  '*when  the  lion 
shall  eat  «traw  like  the  ox,  and  lie  down  \v1th  the  lamb; 
when  the  eaith  shall  be  fflled  with  tKe  knowledge  of  the 
liOrd,  aa  the  waters  eover  the  sea,  and  nothing  shall  hurt  or 
ftestroy  upon  God's  holy  mountain;"  Imt  the  nations,  who 
have  heea  <fali  of  war,  shall  throw  away  their  weapons,  he- 
eoiuo  aubject  to  the  spirit  of  peace  and  righteousness,  and 
learn  war  no  more;  when* the  wisdom  of  tlio  wise,  and 
stret^A  of  tlie  strong,  Bhall  be  hrofeen  in  pieces;  and  the  , 
little  ciiild  shall  play  on  th^  hole  of  the  asp,  and  the  eoeka- 
trice's  den,  and  lead  all.  As  certainly  aft  the  Lord  God  is 
true,  80  tltis  must  be  in  the  Lord's  season :  and  will  it  not 
be  happy  when  it  comes  to  pass?    Who  would  hinder  it? 
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Wbo  would  strive  to  ka^  ttMoM  Iimtciw  and  tiie  <M  esrdi 
standing,  which  must  be  diaeolved  befoil^  tbe  new  hesvens 
and  the  new  earth  (whereia  dwells  righteousness)  can  be 
formed  and  brought  forth? 

8.  this  state  was  in  a  Mr  forwardness  once,  hefcve  the 
universal  apostasy  fix>m  that  truth  and  power  which  €^ 
had  sown  in  the  earth,  upon  the  breathing  of  and  sending 
forth  his  Spirit  among  his  disciples,  according  to  his  prom- 
ise. Precious  was  that  seed,  great  the  growth  of  it,  the 
woman,  or  true  church,  full  of  beauty  and  glory,  and 
brought  forth  the  man-child,  which  was  to  rule  all  nations; 
but  it  hath  pleased  the  Lord  to  adjourn  that  day  till  af- 
ter the  night  of  apostasy,  catching  up  the  man-child  to 
heaven,  and  causing  the  woman  to  fly  into  the  wilderness, 
where  she  hath  been  hid  ever  since  fix)m  all  but  the  inward 
eye  of  the  inward  Israel :  and  the  world,  in  the  heathenish 
nature,  hath  been  crying  up  holy  church,  holy  church !  to 
her  who  hath  set  upon  the  beast,  and  been  drunk  with  the 
blood  of  the  martyrs  of  Jesus;  but  the  tender  spouse,  the 
Lamb*s  wife,  the  mother  of  all  the  lambs,  hath  been  ban- 
ished from  the  ^arth,  and  a  cruel,  bloody  step-mother  set 
over  all  the  tender-conscienced  ever  since.  Oh  woful,  wo- 
ful  hath  been  the  state  of  the  true  church,  and  of  all  the  chil- 
dren of  truth,  all  this  dark  night  of  the  apostasy !  but  the 
Lord  is  putting  an  end  to  it :  and  though  this  false  woman 
seems  to  be  recovering  ground,  and  setting  her  feet  over 
the  necks  of  the  lambs  again,  asd  begins  to  think  she  shall 
prevail,  and  sit  as  a  lady  and  queen  over  tiie  conscienoes  of 
God*s  heritage  for  ever;  yet  she  shall  find  tiiat  stroBg  is  tlie 
Lord  Gk>d  who  hath  begmi  to  judge  her ;  and  into  the  sea 
which  she  raiseth  shall  she  sink  like  a  stone,  and  her  Ml 
shall  be  great  and  speedy:  for  even  in  one  day  shall  her 
misery  overtake  and  devour  her. 

4.  After  this  long  night  of  apostaqr  the  Lord  hath  begun 
to  make  some  preparations  towards  this  state  again.  He 
hath  opened  his  treasuries;  he  hath  let  forth  the  power  of 
his  truth;  he  hath  poured  down  of  his  Spirit  to  sanctify 
and  gather  a  people  unto  himself;  he  hath  opened  the  prin- 
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dple  of  life  in  ike  hearts  of  maay,  and  in  a  great  measure 
drawn  them  into  it;  who,  so  &r  as  they  are  renewed  there- 
by, and  found  there,  are  made  peaeeaUe,  pare,  meek,  gentle, 
innocent,  upright-heM*ted,  and  tender-conscienced,  both 
towards  God  and  man*  And  though  multitudes  of  re- 
proaches have  been  cast  upon  them,  yet  the  Lord  hath 
been  pleased  to  cause  their  innocency  and  integrity  to 
tihine,  to  the  wiping  of  them  off  in  a  great  degree,  and  will, 
in  due  time,  bring  forth  their  righteousness  as  the  light,  and 
their  judgment  as  the  noon-day.  And  what  remains  toward 
the  carrying  on  of  this  work,  but  the  Lord's  prospering  of 
this  principle,  and  blowing  upon  the  other?  As  the  Lord 
doth  this,  so  will  it  go  on;  and  the  nations,  kings,  princes, 
great  ones,  as  this  principle  is  raised  in  them,  and  the  con- 
trary wisdom,  the  earthly  policy,  which  undoes  all,  brought 
down,  so  will  they  feel  the  blessings  of  God  in  themselves, 
and  become  a  blessing  to  others.  Oh  that  there  were  an 
ear  to  hear!  for  this  is  the  only  way  of  healing  this  nation 
(which  hath  been  so  grievously  torn),  as  will  be  acknowl- 
edged when  wofdl  experience  makes  it  manifest  But  man 
in  prosperity  cannot  hear,  and  that  enforceth  from  the 
Lord,  by  the  turning  of  his  hand,  the  bringing  upon  him 
the  day  of  his  adversity;  which,  could  he  have  hearkened 
to  in  the  day  of  his  prosperity,  might  have  been  escaped: 
for  God  doth  not  afflict  willingly,  nor  grieve  the  children 
of  men ;  he  is  necessitated  to  it  for  his  own  glory's  sake, 
the  preservation  and  defence  of  his.truth  and  people,  and 
for  the  carrying  on  of  his  work. 

ObJ.  But  if  all  men  were  of  this  mind,  and  none  would 
fight,  suppose  a  nation  should  •be  invaded,  would  not  the 
land  of  necessity  be  ruined? 

Ans.  1.  Whenever  such  a  thing  shall  be  brought  forth  in 
the  world,  it  must  have  a  beginning  before  it  can  grow  and 
be  perfected.  And  where  should  it  begin  but  in  some  par- 
ticalara  in  a  nation^  and  bo  spread  by  degrees,  until  it  hath 
overspread  the  nation,  and  then  from  nation  to  nation,  until 
the  whole  earth  be  leavened?  ^  Therefore  whoever  desires 
to  see  this  lovely  state  brouj^  forth  in  the  general^  if  he 


1^8  THK   WOKKS  OF 

would  further  liis  own  desire,  must  ehei'isli  it  in  the  particu- 
lar. And  oh!  that  men  wouhl  not- spend  their  strength, 
and  hazard  the  loss  of  all  in  cherisliins:  pretencen  and  uamen 
of  Christianity,  hut  .would  pray  to  the  Lord  at  length  to 
open  that  eye  in. them  which  can  see  the  loveliness  of  the 
truth,  ix)wer,  wid  viitue  of  Christianity;  that  they  might 
rherish  that  tenderness  of  conscience  wherein  the  tnith 
i^rows  and  springs  up  in  its  virtue  and  power.  And  then 
perhaps  they  would  soon  acknowledge  the  happiness  of  the 
world  to  depend  upon  the  growth  of  that  principle,  and  of 
that  people,  who  are  now  dei^pised  hy  the  world,  and  cannot 
hut  be  so  hy  the  spirit  and  wisdom  of  the  world,  which  lies 
ill  wickedness,  they  boing  drawn  out  of,  ami  testifying 
against,  it. 

2,  It  is  not  tor  a  nation,  coming  into  the  gospel  life  and 
principle,  to  take  care  before-hand  how  they  shall  be  }>re- 
served;  but  the  gospel  will  teach  a  nation  (if  they  licarken 
to  it)  as  well  as  a  particular  person,  to  tnist  the  Lord,  ami 
to  wait  on  him  for  presei-vation.  Israel  of  old  stood  not  by 
their  strength  and  wisdom,  and  preparations  against  their 
enemies;  but  in  quietness  and  coniidence,  and  waiting  on 
the  Lord  for  direction,  Isa.  xxx.  15.  and  shall  not  such  now, 
who  are  true  Ismelites,  and  have  indee<l  attained  to  the  true 
gospel  state,  tbllow  the  Lord  in  the  peaceable  life  and  Spirit 
(»f  the  gospel,  unless  they  see  by  rational  demonstration  b^ 
fore-hand  how  they  shall  be  presen-ed  therein?  I  speak 
not  this  against  any  magistrates'  or  i>eople'rt  defending 
themselves  agaiftst  foreign  invasions,  or  making  use  of  the 
sword  to  suppress  the  violent  and  evil-doei's  within  their 
borders  (for  this  the  present  estate  of  things  may  and  tlotli 
I'cquire,  and  a  great  blessing  will  attend  the  swoixl  where  it 
is  borne  uprightly  to  that  end,  and  its  use  ynW  be  lionoiiible; 
and  while  there  is  need  of  a  sword,  the  Lord  will  not  suffer 
that  government,  or  those  governors,  to  want  fitting  instru*. 
ments  under  them  for  the  managitig  thereof,  to  wait  <hi  him 
in  his  fear  to  have  the  edge  of  it  rightly  dii'eeted);  hut  vet 
there  is  a  bettor  state,  whiclrthe  Lord  hath  already  bronglit 
some  into,  and  which  nations  iw?e  to  exi>ect  and  titivol  tow- 
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ards.  Yea,  it  is  fer  better  to  know  the  Lord  to  be  the  de- 
fender, and  to  wait  on  him  daily,  and  see  the  need  of  his 
strength,  wisdom,  and  preservation,  than  to  be  ever  so 
strong  and  skilful  in  weapons  of  war. 

3.  K  the  Lord  shall  undertake  the  defence  of  a  nation  by 
his  Spirit  and  power,  what  can  hurt  that  nation?  What 
power  of  man  can  reach  it,  to  disturb  the  peace  of  it?  **The 
Egyptians  are  men,  and  not  God ;  and  their  horses  flesh, 
and  not  spirit."  Isa.  xxxi.  3.  What  could  Sennacherib  with 
his  army  do  s^ainst  one  angel  in  the  time  of  the  law?  How 
many  of  his  host  were  slain  in  one  night?  And  what  power 
then  shall  be  able  to  prevail  over  a  nation  brought  into  the 
peaceable  Spirit  of  the  gospel,  and  defended  therein  by  the 
mighty  powdr  of  God  himself?  Will  not  God  be  as  sure  a 
defence  over  the  true  Israel,  in  the  way  and  dispensation 
wherein  he  leadeth  them,  as  ever  he  was  over  the  repre- 
sentative Israel,  in  the  way  and  dispensation  wherein  he  led 
them?  Will  he  not  preserve  and  defend  that  nation  whom 
he  first  teacheth  to  leave  off  war,  that  they  shall  not  be 
made  a  pi-ey  of,  while  he  is  teaching  other  nations  the  same 
lesson? 

Qod  promised  Israel  of  old,  that  when  they  went  up  thrice 
in  the  year  to  appear  before  the  Lord,  according  .to  his  com- 
maud,  he  would  keep  it  out  of  the  hearts  of  the  nations 
from  so  much  as  desiring  their  land,  much  more  from  en* 
tering  and  taking  it  from  them  in  the  mean  time,  though 
they  might  seem  watchful  after,  and  sufficiently  greedy  of, 
such  an  opportunity,  they  being  cast  out  6f  the  land,  and 
having  had  it  taken  from  them  before.  Exod.  xxxi  v.  24. 
The  Lord  also  can  now  keep  it  out  of  the  hearts  of  the  na- 
tions from  invading  or  prejudicing  that  nation  which  ho 
shall  first  draw  into  the  peaceable  Spirit.  Or  if  he  see  not 
good  to  do  that,  ho  can  defend  those  that  have  followed 
Urn  out  of  the  earthly  spirit,  wisdom,  and  strength,  by 
wayvihat  nusi  knows  not  of;  nor  may  It  be  fit  for  him  to 
know,  tiU  the  Lord  bring  it  forth.  IsradI  of  old  was  not  to 
know  the  delivemnoe  beforehand;  but  to  trust  to  the  Lord* 
Under  ik0  gospel,  the  Lord  gtteth  more  faith  thliu  to  Iica^l 
VoLIL~15 
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of  old  under  the  law,  and  therefore  may  justly  require 
greater  confidence  in  greater  straits.  And  awaken,  O  earth! 
l>ehold  the  Israel  of  the  Lord,  whom  he  hath  begotten  and 
brought  forth  in  the  earth,  after  the  long,  dark  night  of 
apostasy,  and  ye  shall  see  what  hearts  the  Lord  hath  given 
them  to  trust  him,  in  all  the  straits  and  trials  wherewith  he 
pleases  to  exercise  them,  and  what  the  Lord  will  do  for  them 
when  they  are  brought  to  the  brink  of  the  pit,  Mid  when  it 
seemeth  impossible  for  them  to  escape  utter  ruin  and  de- 
struction. The  eye  which  the  Lord  hath  given  them  seeth 
the  Lord  and  his  strength;  and  the  heart  which  he  hath 
created  anew  in  them,  naturally  feareth  the  everlasting 
power,  which  reacheth  both  to  the  body  and  soul  for  ever: 
but  as  for  whole  multitudes  of  nations,  they  are  but  m  ^' the 
drop  of  a  bucket,''  and,  in  their  greatest  wisdom  and 
strength,  but  as  ^'vanity,  as  the  small  dust  of  the  balance, 
as  nothing  before  him,  and  less  than  notliing  to  him." 

Consider  this,  O  ye  great  men!  0  ye  wise  men,  and 
deep  politicians !  all  ye  have  done,  or  can  ever  do,  in  rela- 
tion to  overturning  any  thing  that  God  hath  purposed,  what 
are  ye  therein?  Or  what  will  your  work  come  to?  It  is 
just  like  "the  small  dust  of  the  balance;*'  it  hinders  not  at 
all  the  weight  of  his  power  on  the  other  hand,  but  he  will 
carry  on  his  work,  bring  to  pass  what  he  hath  purposed  in 
himself,  and  promised  to  his  people ;  and  all  your  councils, 
wisdom,  strength,  hopes,  resolutions,  and  present  or  future 
advantages  against  him  and  his  work,  shall  hinder  him  no 
moiH^  than  the  i»mall  dust  in  the  scale  of  a  balance  which 
the  wind  blows  away,  and  it  is  not.  Be  wise  therefore,  O 
ye  sons  of  men!  fear  before  your  Maker;  wait  in  his  fear 
for  his  counsel,  that  ye  may  not  be  suftered  by  him  to  un- 
dertake any  thing  against  him,  lest  before  ye  are  aware  ye 
tall  before  him.  Oh !  let  every  one  in  fear  r^n^oiber  that 
passage,  "  Lo,  this  is  the  man  that  made  not  God  his  strength, 
but  trusted  in  the  abundance,'*  &c.  Foi^tting  the  Lord  in 
the  day  of  prosperfty,  causeth  much  increase  of  the  angaish 
and  sorrow  of  heart  in  the  day  of  adversity.  O  ye  that  ar^ 
in  present  power!  consider  how  unwilUag  y«  would  be  to 
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have  the  Lord  tarn  his  hand  ilpon  jou,  and  hring  you  un- 
der again !  Oh !  provoke*  him  not,  for  he  is  able  to  do  it,  a8 
he  was  to  overturn  those  which  went  before.  It  were  far 
better  for  you  now  to  fear  the  Lord,  and  prevent  it,  than  to 
bewail  and  repent  afterwards.  Oh !  reject  not  the  love  and 
counsel  of  the  Most  High  (which  would  now  preserve  you) 
as  those  which  went  before  you  did. 

There  is  a  desire  in  all  men  (in  whom  tU.e  principle  of 
God  is  not  wholly  slain)  after  righteousness;  which  desin* 
will  be  more  and  more  kindled  by  God  in  nations,  before 
righteousness  and  peace  meet  together  and  be  established 
in  them.  Now  such  and  so  great  hath  been  the  Idndlin*:: 
of  this  desire  in*  this  nation,  and  such  is  the  state  thereof, 
that  nothing  can  satisfy  the  heart  of  it  but  righteousnosH: 
this  it  longeth  after  at  the  bottom :  this  the  governors  which 
were  before  might  have,  and  the  governors  that  now  are  (by 
asking  counsel  of  the  principle  of  God  within  themselves, 
and  keeping  close  thereto)  may  answer  the  nation  in ;  but 
if  the  consultations  be  not  with  the  Lord,  in  tfie  principle 
of  life  which  came  ftx)m  him,  but  with  the  wisdom  and 
policy  which  is  of  the  earth,  and  from  beneath,  and  not 
fix)m  above,  that  will  incline  to  self,  and  to  corruption,  and 
never  bring  forth  righteousness;  nor  can  the  blessing  of 
God  attend  it,  nor  the  peace  which  accompanioth  righteous- 
ness be  reaped  from  it. 
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SOME 

CONSIDERATIONS 

• 

For  the  Serious  and  WiBe  in  Heart  throughout  this  !N^a(ion 
to  ponder,  that  they  may  send  up  eanicst  Prayers  to  Al- 
mighty  God,  and  use  their  best  Endeavors  in  their  sev- 
eral Places  and  Stations,  to  prevent  that  dreadful  Storm 
of  Wrath  which  hath  long  hung  over  this  Xation ;  that 
at  length  it  break  not  forth  like  a  Fire  which  none  can 
quench,  or  like  a  Flood  which  none  can  stop. 

1.  Did  not  Qod^  by  the  power  of  his  Spirit  in  the  apostles* 
days^  gather  a  people  out  of  the  world  unto  himselfj  and  by 
his  wisdom,  and  according  to  his  heavenly  will,  build  them 
up  intR  a  church,  or  holy  temple,  for  his  Spirit  to  inhabit 
and  dwell  in,  and  for  himself  to  be  honored  and  worshipped 
in  Spirit  and  truth,  according  as  he  should  teach  them, 
and  require  of  them  ? 

2.  Did  not  the  same  spirit  which  built  this  church  not 
only  signify  that  the  love  should  wax  cold,  and  there  be  a 
falling  away  from  the  truth,  and  warn  the  churches  of  Asia 
of  the  removal  of  their  candlesticks,  but  also  foretell  of  the 
total  dissolution  of  that  building  as  to  its  outward  state 
[upon  the  close  of  the  sharp  battle  by  the  dragon  and  his 
angels,  or  false  ministers,  with  Michael  and  his  true  church 
and  ministers],  insomuch  as  the  church  herself  should  fly 
into  the  wilderness,  and  her  seed  be  made  war  with,  and 
persecuted  up  and  down  the  nations  all  the  time  of  the 
apostasy  afterwards  ?    See  Eev,  xii. 

8.  Was  not  this  desolate  estate  of  the  church  to  remain 
and  last  all  the  allotted  time  thereof,  which  is  expressed  to 
be  forty-two  months,  twelve  hundred  and  sixty  days,  or  a 
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time,  times,  and  half  a  time,  wherein  the  beaet  should  rule, 
antichrist  sit  in  God's  temple,  and  the  dragon  be  worshipped 
there,  instead  of  the  living  God ;  and  also  the  lambs  of 
Christ,  imd  witnesses  of  Jesus  (who  retain  the  worship  in 
Spirit  and  truth,  and  cannot  join  with  any  of  the  false  ways 
of  warship  set  up  in  the  nations)  torn  and  rent  by  the  wo. 
man  which  appears  instead  of  the  true  church,  but  is  not?^ 
Rev.  xi.  2«  and  xii.  6. 14.  and  xiii.  4.  and  xvii.  6. 

4.  Doth  not  this  woman  continue  deceiving  the  nations 
and  kings  of  the  earth  (whom  she  causeth  to  drink  of  her 
vup  of  knowledge,  worship,  doctrine,  and  discipline,  where- 
by she  blindetli  their  eyes,  bewitcheth  their  hearts,  and 
maketh  them  take  her  for  the  true  church,  who,  notwith* 
standing  all  her  glorious  s^pearance,  is  but  BcAyhn  in  a 
myakrjfy  and,  notwithstanding  all  her  pretences  for  Christ, 
doth  drink  the  blood  of  his  true  saints  and  witnesses) ;  I  say, 
dotii  she  not  continue  her  deceit  till  the  very  hour  of  her 
judgment,  and  until  she  bath  brought  the  dreadful  vials  of 
the  wrath  of  God  both  upon  herself,  and  upon  all  that  con- 
tiuue  joining  with  her?  Rev.  xvii.  2.  &c. 

5.  Is  there  not  to  be  an  end  of  this  night  of  apostasy,  and 
of  the  false  ahurch,  with  all  her  various  habits,  and  dresses, 
uud  new  paints,  and  arts  of  deceit,  (though  both  have  eon- 
tiuued  long)  wherein  Christ,  the  Lamb,  comes  forth  in  his 
power  to  tiglit  with  the  beast,  and  the  woman  which  rides 
thereon,  and  to  smite  the  earth  which  remaina  infected  with 
her  fornications,  (which  withdraw  and  steal  away  the  heart 
from  the  pure  life  and  Spirit  of  Christ,  and  from  his  pure, 
living,  spiritual  woi^hip,  into  a  false,  invented,  dead,  formal 
worship)  that  so  he  may  restore  and  set  up  his  pure  spiritual 
worship  again?  Rev.  xix.  11. 

6.  Arc  not  the  kings,  powers,  and  inhabitants  of  the  earth 
in  great  danger  of  fighting  against  the  Lamb,  in  defence  of 
this  iuLsc  church  against  his  true  church,  (when  he  again 
eonics  to  set  it  up  in  nations,  after  the  expiration  of  the  long 
night  of  apostasy)  even  to  the  hazard  of  utterly  ruining 
themael  ves  thereby  ?  For  those  that  fight  against  the  Lamb 
must  neeils  be  overcome  by  hini;  his  invisible  strenglliy  and 

16* 
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arraie8  being  much  stronger  than  the  visible  armies,  and  all 
the  outward  strength  in  nations;  though,  to  the  outward 
eye,  such  may  appear  very  great  and  invincible.  Rev.  xvii. 
14.  "  • 

7.  Shall  not  the  "kings  of  the  earth,"  and  the  remaining 
powers  at  last  (after  the  overthrow  of  many  for  joining  to 

Jier,  and  striving  to  uphold  her)  "hate  the  whore**  (which 
hath  corrupted  the  earth  with  her  fornications,  drunk  the 
l>lood  of  the  saints  and  martyrs  of  Jesus,  brought  misery 
and  desolatiou  on  nations,  &c.),  "make  her  desolate,  and 
burn  her  flesh  with  lire?**  And  were  it  not  far  better  for 
them  to  do  it  before,  rather  than  to  hazard  the  raining  of 
themselves  by  seeking  to  uphold  her?  Rev.  xvii.  16. 

8.  Is  it  possible  for  any  nation  (or  any  power  in  any  na- 
tion) to  hinder  the  shining  forth  of  God's  light  therein,  after 
the  long  night  of  apostasy?  There  is  a  spiritual  day,  as  well 
as  a  natural  day^  There  was  a  spiritual  day  before  the  apos- 
tasy, in  the  days  of  the  apostles ;  and  there  is  to  be  a  spirit- 
ual day  again  after  the  apostasy,  upon  the  Spirit  of  life's  en- 
tering into  the  witnesses,  their  rising  and  standing  on  their 
feet,  and  the  light  of  God  shining  forth  from  them.  The 
t^piritual  day  dependeth  upon  the  shining  of  God*s  Spirit  in 
the  hearts  of  people  (which  did  once  shine  forth,  and  doth 
begin  to  shine  forth  again),  as  the  natural  day  dependeth 
jipon  the  shining  of  the  sun.  Now  who  can  hinder  the 
arising  or  shiningof  the  Sun  of  righteousness  in  the  hearts 
uf  God's  people?  If  ye  can,  then  may  ye  prevent  the  carry- 
ing on  of  God's  work  of  reformation  in  this  nation,  and 
throughout  the  world ;  but  it  is  easier  for  you  to  stop  the 
shining  of  the  sun  in  the  firmament.  Oh!  that  the  eye  were 
opened  which  can  see  the  way  of  peace,  that  the  present 
governors  might  be  blessed,  and  the  nation  blessed  in  them, 
and  not  the  spirit  of  the  nation,  by  a  secret  kindling,  which 
none  knows  whence  it  comes,  bi*ou^t  over  them  as  a  flood, 
as  it  was  over  them  that  went  before  them. 

In  that  fear  which  God  works  in  the  heart,  and  out  of  the 
compass  of  that  carnal  wisdom  and  strength,  on  which  man 
rellM^  U  Ao  wtsdMi,  counsel^  and  {u^eservation  of  the  Most 
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High;  both  of  particular  persouB,  and  also  of  nations.  O 
Lord  my  God,!  if  it  may  please  thee,  open  the  ear  that  can 
hear  thy  voice,  that  miserj'  may  be  avoided,  and  thy  peace 
and  blessing  may  be  sought  after  and  enjoyed;  or  at  least 
some  of  the  force  of  that  bitter  storm,  which  sweepeth  away 
and  maketh  desolate,  even  as  the  abomination  of  desolation 
hath  entered,  and  of  a  long  time  made  the  earth  desolate  of 
the  life  and  power  of  godliness,  [may  be]  broken,  that  this 
nation  may  not  be  swallowed  up  in  the  dreadful  breakings- 
forth  of  thy  displeasure,  but  may  be  prepared  by  the  cor- 
recting band,  and  fitted  for  the  day  of  thy  mercy. 


BRIEF    ACCOUNT 

OF   WHAT   THE 

PEOPLE  CALLED  QUAKERS  DESIRE, 

IX    KEFKRKNX'K  TO  THE  CIVIL  GOVKRNMENT. 


There  are  three  things  which  we  cannot  but  earnostl}^ 
desire  in  our  hearts,  aiul  pray  to  the  Lord  for,  as  the  proper 
means  of  settling  ariglit  the  spirit  of  this  nation:  as  also 
necessary  for  the  growth  of  God's  pure,  living  truth,  and  a^ 
just  and  equal  in  themselves. 

.  1,  Universal  libei-ty  for  all  sorts  to  worship  God,  accord- 
ing as  Ciirist  shall  open  men's  eyes  to  see  the  truth,  and  ac- 
conling  as  he  shall  persuade  their  hearts  by  his  Spirit;  who 
18  every  man's  master  in  religion,  to  whom  they  must  stand 
or  fall  in  all  tliey  do  therein.  Rom.  xiv.  4. 

Now  if  any  man  walk  disorderly,  and  contrary  to  the 
light  of  Christ's  Spirit  either  in  doctrine  or  worship ;  that 
IH>wer  which  converts  to  God  is  to  reprove  and  correct 
such  Ml  cyffendcr  with  the  spiritual  rod  and  sword,  that  he 
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maybe  again  restored  tothfi  truth  and  obedience  of  the 
Spirit;  but  the  magistrate  is  not  for  any  such  thing  to  im- 
prison, fine,  banish,  or  put  him  to  death.  For  Christ  is  the 
judge  of  his  people  in  the  things  of  his  kingdom,  Heb.  x. 
30.  and  he  hatli  appointed  to  have  his  spiritual  weapons  in 
a  readiness,  to  revenge  every  disobedience  and  rebellion 
against  his  Spirit  2  Cor.  x.  4.  The  bringing  in  and  ap- 
plying of  the  magistrate's  sword  to  this  work,  was  never  by 
the  true  church,  in  whose  hand  the  sword  of  the  Spirit  wa« 
ever  found  sufficient ;  bnt  the  false  church,  not  having  the 
sword  of  the  Spirit,  is  fain  to  uphold  herself  by  the  carnal 
weapons,  or  else  she  would  soon  fall.  But  the  Lord  Qod  is 
wresting  these  out  of  her  hands,  and  then  his  light  will 
break  forth  without  interruption,  and  her  shame  andiiaked- 
ness  soon  appear. 

2.  That  no  laws  formerly  made,  contrai'y  to  the  principle 
ofcquitj'and  righteousness  in  man,  may  remain  in  force; 
nor  no  new  ones  be  made,  but  what  are  manifestly  agreea- 
ble thereunto.  All  just  laws,  say  the  lawyers,  have  their 
foundiition  in  right  reason,  and  must  agree  with,  and  pro- 
ceed from  it,  if  they  be  properly  good  for,  and  rightly  ser- 
viceable to,  mankind.  JS^ow  man  hath  a  corrupt  and  carnal 
reason,  which  sways  him  aside  from  iiitogi'ity  and  right- 
eouBness,  towards  the  favoring  of  himself  and  his  own 
parQ':  and  whatever  party  is  uppermost,  they  ai-e  apt  to 
make  such  new  laws  as  they  frame,  and  also  the  interpreta- 
tion of  the  old  ones,  bend  towards  the  favor  of  their  own 
part}'.  Therefore  we  would  have  cverj'  man  in  authority 
wait,  in  the  fear  of  God,  to  have  that  priuei[>le  of  God  raised 
up  in  him,  which  is  for  righteousness,  and  not  selfish;  and 
watch  to  be  guided  by  that  in  all  he  does,  either  in  makinff 
laws  for  government,  or  in  governing  by  laws  already  made. 

8.  Seeing  this  nation  is  in  such  a  shattered  condition, 
and  there  have  been  so  many  breaches,  i)aii:ies,  and  factions 
in  it,  that  no  party  might  be  bolstered  up  in  enmity  aiul  op- 
jK)sition  against  another,  but  that  everj'  party  might  be 
considered,  in  what  might  be  done  for  their  ease  and  bene- 
fit, without  danger  and  detriment  to  any  other  party.    And 
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if  I  might  1>e  faeftrkeued  to,  I  would  pertOMk  those  now  in 
power,  not  to  deal  with  tiieir  ^eaemioe  m9  they  formerly 
dealt  with  them,  Imt  fts  they  would  have  beea  dealt  with  by 
thera  when  tliey  were  in  power. 

I  would  also  dehort  and  dissuade  all  peo|^le  from  plotting 
or  contriving  against  this  present  government  (for  they 
must  have  their  day,  do  all  men  what  they  can);  but  in^ 
Btead  thereof  to  pray  for  them,  that  they  may  see  the  for- 
mer errors  in  government,  humble  themselves  before  the 
Lord)  and  (by  their  meekness,  gentleness,  and  righteous- 
ness, towards  all)  show  forth  the  fruit  of  his  long-afflieting 
hand  upon  tliem.  But  if  they  shall  overlook,  forget,  and 
neglect  the  Lord,  who  hath  shown  so  great  mercy  to  them ; 
and  not  in  his  fear  wait  on  him,  to  preserve  for  them  the 
ground  and  interest  he  hath  given  them;  and  think  that 
now  they  are  able  to  stand  on  their  own  legs,  and  by  their 
own  wisdom  and  strength ;  and  so  assay  to  carry  on  things 
according  to  their  own  will,  and  in  the  strength  of  their 
own  wisdom ;  and  so  not  mind  for  what  end  the  Lord 
brought  them  in  again,  and  what  he  expecteth  to  have  ef- 
fected by  them,  but  strive  .again  to  settle  the  principles 
and  practices  which  he  hath  been  shaking,  according  to 
what  seems  right  and  good  in  their  own  eyes,  measuring 
things  by  their  own  corrupt  reason,  selfish  wisdom  and  in- 
terests, and  not  by  the  principle  of  God,  common  equity, 
and  right  reason ; — I  say,  if  it  should  come  to  be  thus  with 
them,  ye  shall  not  need  to  plot  against  them ;  for.  the  Lord 
Qod  Almighty,  who,  with  ease,  removed  their  enemies,  and 
made  way  for  them,  can,  with  as  great  ease,  remove  them, 
and  put  the  power  into  another  hand. 

Therefore,  all  people,  be  still  and  quiet  in  your  minds^ 
and  wait  for  righteousness;  for  that  is  it  which  the  Lord  is 
making  w*ay  for  in  this  nation,  and  which  he  will  set  up 
therein ;  and  he  whose  desire  is  not  after  that,  and  whose 
interest  lies  not  there,  will  find  himself  disappointed,  and 
at  unawares  surprised  with  what  he  expects  not 

This  id  given  forth  that  the  powers  and  people  may  see 
what  is  the  desire  of  our  hearts  in  these  respects,  and  how 
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upright  omr  hearts  are  towards  them  in  what  is  just  and 
right,  and  that  wa  are  not  at  all  agalnat  magistracy,  laws,  or 
government,  thongh  we  cannot  flatter  or  bend  to  them  in 
tiiat  which  is  selfish  and  corrupt;  and  indeed  against  God, 
and  not  for  the  good  of  men.  It  was  written  long  since, 
and  intended  then  for  service  to  the  Lord  and  this  nation, 
and  his  people  therein,  bnt  the  Lord  ordered  it  otherwise. 
If  he  please  now  to  accompany  it  with  his  blessing,  and 
make  way  for  the  reasouubleness,  equity,  and  righteousncBs 
of  it,  to  enter  into*  the  minds  and  hearts  of  them  that  are  in 
power,  it  will  be  a  good  season  for  it,  and  they  will  find 
cause  to  bless  the  Lord,  for  putting  of  it  into  ray  heart  at 
first,  and  for  the  publishing  of  it  now. 


A 

FEW    WORDS 

TO   SUCH   AS  HAVE 

FELT    THE    POWKR    OP   THB    ENDLBSS    LIFB    DRAWING) 

AND  HAVE  FAITHFULLY  FOLLOWED 

THE  Leader  of  the  Flock  of  Israel;  who  hath  of  late  led 
HIS  shbbp  in  such  paths  as  have  not  been  known 

ALL  the  NIQHT  OF  THE  APOSTASY. 

O  YB  children  of  the  Most  High !  who  have  felt  the  breath 
of  the  eternal  Spirit  begetting  jon  in  the  pnre  life,  and 
drawing  you  out  of  this  world;  out  of  the  vanities,  out  of 
the  corruptions,  out  of  the  course  and  fiwhions,  out  of  the 
invented  ways  and  forms  of  worship,  yea,  out  of  the  very 
root  and  principle  thereof,  into  the  worship  and  Spirit  of 
truth,  and  into  the  fear  of  the  Most  High,  which  is  wis- 
dom's place  and  habitation,  where  the  pure  law  of  life  is 
received,  and  the  salvation  'begun,  wrought  out,  and  per- 
fected. O  ye  dear  plants  of  the  right  hand  of  eternity !  fear 
not  what  is  to  come  to  pasii  in  this  visible  creation  (to  break 
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the  corrupt  state  thereof^  aad  to  make  way  for  the  spring- 
ing up  and  spreading  of  his  pure  life  and  righteousness, 
which  the  corrupt  estate,  spirit,  an4  principle  of  the  world 
cannot  but  oppose,  until  it  be  broken  and  subjected),  but 
sanctify  the  Lord  of  Hosts,  and  let  him  be  your  fear  and 
dread ;  that  he  may  compass  you  with  the  arm  of  his  power, 
and  hide  you  under  the  shadow  of  his  hand,  until  he  hath 
planted  the  heavens,  and  laid  the  foundations  of  the  earth, 
and  say  to  Ziou,  in  the  sight  of  all  her  enemies,  '^Thou  art 
my  people."  The  Lord  my  God  watch  over  you  night  and 
day!  and  preserve  his  living  principle  pure  and  fireeh  in 
you,  ^nd  you  in  perfect  subjection  unto  it;  that  ye  may  de- 
light in  what  he  hath  begotten  and  preserved  in  you,  and 
ye  may  be  satisfied  in  the  openings  and  overflowings  of  the 
love  of  his  heart  towards  you.  AmeUj  saith  my  soul ! 

From  Aylesbury  prison  in  Bucks,  where  my  life  breathes 
for  the  consolation  and  redemption  of  God's  Israel,  and  for 
the  taming  of  the  captivity  of  the  whole  creation.    1661. 


A 

A30UT    THB 

PRESENT  WORK  OF  GOD  IN  THE  WORLD. 

Would  any  know  what  God  is  now  doing  on  the  earth, 
and  what  changes  he  is  making  therein  ?  Let  him  sink  out 
of  the  earthly  part,  even  from  that  which  blinds  the  pure 
eye;  and  waiting  to  have  the  understanding  and  eye  of  his 
spirit  opened  in  the  Lord,  let  him  read  these  things  follow- 
ing. 

The  Lord  God  of  bowels  and  compassion,  and  of  everlast- 
ing power  and  strength,  hath  heard  the  groans  of  Isrf^l, 
whose  ^nseJMces  have  been  hardened,  and  whose  souls 
have  been  bowed  down,  under  the  power  of  the  beast^  ua« 
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<ler  the  hard  yoke  of  antichrist,  for  these  many  generations ; 
and  he  is  arisen  in  his  jealousy,  in  his  indignation,  and  in 
his  fury,  to  break  the  yqke,  and  let  oppressed  Israel  go  free. 

He  hath  already  stretched  forth  the  arm  of  his  power; 
the  eye  of  Israel  hath  seen  it,  and  hath,  in  part,  felt  the  re- 
demption, both  inwardly  and  ontw^ardly,  which  he  hatji 
brought  to  pass  by  it;  and  a  song  of  praise  hath  been  sung 
to  him,  who  hath  begun  to  deliver  his  people,  and  who  is 
able  perfectly  to  accomplish  the  work  he  hath  begun,  not- 
mthstanding  all  the  opposition  he  can  meet  with,  whether 
from  within  or  from  without. 

Lift  up  the  eye  of  faith,  and  behold  a  great  part  of  Israel 
already  passed  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  and  the  Spirit  of 
the  Lord  awakening  and  rousing  the  rest,  to  leave  ttieir 
ilark  habitations  in  the  land  of  darkness,  oppression,  and 
bondage,  and  to  travel  towards  tlie  good  land  of  light,  rest, 
and  peace. 

Arise,  0  Israel !  shake  thyself  from  the  dust,  0  captive 
(laughter  of  Zion !  behold  the  courage  of  thy  leader;  let  thy 
lieart  consider  the  arm  of  his  strength,  and  the  rod  of  his 
jiower,  wherewith  he  is  able  to  dash  in  pieces  all  his  ene- 
mies. Fear  not,  worm  Jacob,  because  of  thine  own  weak- 
ness and  un worthiness;  thy  strength  is  in  thy  leader,  and 
thy  comeliness  not  in  what  thou  now  appearest,  but  in  what 
tliy  husband  will  put  upon  thee,  when  he  shall  circumcise 
thee  thoroughly,  and  roll  away  thy  reproach  for  ever. 

Was  all  the  strength  of  Pharoah  able  to  keep  Israel  in 
the  land  of  Egjpt,  or  to  drive  them  back  after  God  had 
brought  them  forth?  Were  all  the  enemies  in  the  wilder- 
ness able  to  stop  their  passage  forward?  Were  all  the  ene- 
mies in  Canaan,  or  the  strength  of  their  cities  (though  their 
walls  might  seem  to  reach  to  heaven,  and  the  inhabitants* 
thereof  were  tall  and  mighty)  able  to  keep  them  out  of  the 
inheritance  which  God  allotted  them?  Thy  God,  O  worm 
fracol>,  is  the  same  for  ever!  he  hath  the  same  ann  o4' power 
to  stretch  forth :  yea,  and  his  heai-t  loveth  his  inward  Ismel 
full  as  dearly  as  ever  he  did  the  outward.  Oh,  wait  on  the 
Lord!  believe  in  his  name,  trust  his  love;  tfope  beyond 
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liope  for  the  appearance  of  his  power,  and  the  Red  sea  shall 
•clivide,  and  the  waters  thereof  stand  on  heaps;  yea,  Jordan 
i*haU  be  again  driven  back;  the  mountains  shall  skip  like 
ranafs  and  tlie  little  hills  like  lambs ;  yea,  the  wliole  earth 
-shall  tremble  at  the  presence  of  the  Lord,  at  the  presence 
♦<>f  the  God  of  Jacob:  and  glory,  glory,  glory,  everlasting 
glory,  power,  rich  praise,  and  endless  life,  shall  sound 
tkrough  all  the  tents  of  Jacob  in  the  wilderness,  and 
through  all  the  habitations  of  Israel  in  the  holy  land,  to  the 
King  of  glory,  power,  and  life ;  even  to  the  Lamb  that  sits 
jipon  the  throne,  who  was,  and  is,  and  is  to  come !  who 
hath  reigned,  doth  reign,  and  will  reign  on  his  holy  hill  of 
Zion,  overall  the  powers  of  darkness  for  evermore;  Aynoiy 
HaUebijah! 

O  ye  sons  of  men!  how  long  will  ye  run  after  vanitj', 
and  seek  to  a  refuge  of  lies  for  succor  and  stability,  and  so  lose 
your  share  in  the  everlasting  riches  and  glory,  which  God 
is  preparing  for  the  souls  of  his  chosen  ?  Why  will  ye  die  ? 
Why  will  ye  perish?  Why  will  ye  undo  your  souls?  Why 
do  ye  so  greedily  sow  misery,  anguish,  perplexity,  and 
wrath  for  your  poor  souls  to  reap? 

0  God  of  love !  who  knowest  the  value  and  price  of  souls, 
pity  thy  poor  creatures,  and  put  a  stop  to  this  couree  of  per- 
ishing, wherein  so  many  multitudes  are  overtaken  and  pass 
<lown  to  the  pit  unawares  I  0  thy  bowels,  thy  bowels,  thy 
wonderful  bowels !  Let  them  roll  in  thee,  and  work  mightily, 
jind  in  the  strength  of  thy  compassions  bring  forth  thy 
judgment  and  thy  mercy  among  the  sons  of  men!  Build 
u[»  the  tents  of  8hem;  persuade  Japhet  to  dwell  therein; 
and  let  Canaan  become  a  servant.  Presence  the  feet  of  thy 
saints  for  ever;  shut  up  and  silence  the  wicked  one  in  the 
darkness;  let  not  his  sti'ength  or  subtljjjj'  prevail  against 
thee  or  thine  any  more:  but  let  the  fresh  power  of  thy  life, 
and  the  virtue  of  thy  incomprehensible  love  redeem,  fill, 
lK)S8es8,  and  make  glad  the  heart  of  thy  creation  for  ever; 
J>/ifw,  Amen. 

^  LP. 

Printed  1661. 
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PEKSECUTION: 


WHICH  18 

THE  AFFLICTING  OK  PUNISHING  THAT  WHICH  IS  GOOD, 
UNDEB  THE  PRETENCE  OF  ITS  BEING  EVIL. 

Which  practice  is  contrary  to  the  very  nature 

of  mankind  (bo  far  as  it  is  drawn  out  of  the  corruption  and 

depravation),  which  would  be  good,  and  do  good,  and 

have  good  cherished,  and  evil  suppressed, 

both  in  itself  and  others. 

It  is  contrary  also 

to  all  equal  and  righteous  government, 

which  is  for  the  suppressing  of  evil,  and  cherishing  of  good ; 

and  not  for  the  afflicting  and  crushing  of  that  which 

is  good,  upon  pretence  of  its  being  evil. 

Yet  this  unhappy  error  will  always  be  committed 

in  nations  and  governments,  until  the  proper  right  and  just 

liberty  of  men*s  consciences  be  discerned, 

acknowledged,  and  allowed. 

LIKEWISE  THERE  ARE  SOME  ANSWERS 
GIVEN  TO  THAT  COMMON  OBJECTION,  AGAINST  AFFORDING   C(fS' 
SCIENCE  ITS   DUB  LIBERTY;   BECAUSE  EVIL  PERSONS  MAY 
PRETEND  CONSCIBNCK  TO  ESCAPE  THE  JUST  PUN- 
ISHMENT OF  THEIR  EVIL  DEEDS. 

VITB  A  BSIKr  ACC0T7KT  OF  THAT  SUPPOflED  BTUBB0KKKS88,  WHICH  BT 
MAUT  IS  OBJXCTED  AOAIK8T  THK  PXOPLS  CALLXD  QUAKBRS. 

Giren  forth  in  love  to  thia  nation ,  that  at  length  the  true  bottom  and  foun- 
dation of  a  lasting  peace  and  settlement  may  be  espied;  the  spirits 
of  the  governors  and  people  fixed  thereon ;  and  that  dangerous 
rock  of  persecution  (whereon  both  the  powers  and 
people  of  this  nation  have  so  often  split) 
carefViIly  avoided  by  all. 

Bt  ISAAC  PENINGTON  the  Youkobb. 
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PREFACE. 

Thseb  hath  been  an  enmity  in  the  seed  of  the  serpent 
againfit  the  seed  of  the  woman,  from  the  time  of  the  prom- 
ise even  until  now.  God,  in  mercy  to  mankind,  hath  given 
unto  him  since  the  fall,  a  seed  or  principle  of  life ;  in  the 
light  and  strength  whereof  he  is  to  war  against  and  subdue 
the  corrupt  principle^  and  so  be  freed  from  the  curse,  and 
become  heir  of  the  blessing.  Against  this  principle  all  the 
powers  of  darkness  fight  (even  in  every  particular  man  and 
woman)  until  they  be  overcome  and  subjected  there:  and 
against  those  in  whom  this  pure  principle  reigns,  all  the 
powers  of  darkness  in  the  world  fi^ght  also,  striving  to  make 
it  miserable,  and  to  bring  it  into  death  and  captivity,  that 
they  might  keep  up  the  content  and  happiness  of  the  cor- 
rupt state.  All  the  nations  of  the  earth  have  always 
warred  against  the  principle  of  God  and  the  people  of  his 
choice.  In  the  time  of  the  law,  the  Jews  were  the  object 
of  the  envy  and  hatred  of  nil  the  world;  in  the  times  of  the 
gospel,  the  Jews  in  spirit  were  hated  and  hunted,  in  that 
day  and  hour,  not  only  by  Heathens,  but  also  by  such  as 
were  Sews  according  to  the  letter;  and  ever  since  the  apos- 
tasy, by  Christians  also  according  to  the  letter;  who  are  as 
great  enemies  to  the  Spirit  and  power  as  ever  the  Jews 
were. 

Now  all  the  misery  of  the  world,  as  it  at  first  came  by 
departing  from  the  principle  of  life,  so  it  hath  been  ever 
since  continued  by  men's  joining  with  the  principle  of  death 
and  corruption,  to  oppose  «id  withstand  the  workings  of 
the  principle  of  life,  both  in  themselves  and  others.  What 
man  is  there  that  hath  not  in  him  a  witness  againsfc  Omt 
which  is  evil?  But  where  is  that  man  who  j<hiis  w^  this 
witness  in  him  against  the.  evil^  lind  not  with  the  evil  against 

16* 
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this  witnesd?  Oh,  how  cloth  Qod'a  witness  reprove  for  sin, 
making  the  heart  (wliich  is  not  sensual  and  brutish,  but  seri- 
ously considers  its  latter  end)  sad  because  of  it!  This  is 
God*s  way  of  making  the  creature  weary  thereof,  of  wean- 
ing him  from  it,  delivering  him  out  of  it,  and  so  rescuing 
him  from  the  wrath  and  evei'lasting  burnings,  which  arc 
the  portion  and  inlieritance  of  the  wicked.  But  who  is 
it  that  doth  not  strive  to  stop,  silence,  and  suppress  the  wit- 
ness in  himself,  that  he  might  eiyoy  his  lust^,  ease,  and  con- 
tent in  the  flesh,  by  keeping  the  sight  and  remembrance 
of  the  evil  day  far  from  him?  And  if  he  can  (h)  so,  then  he 
rejoiceth,  and  maketh  meriy  over  the  testimony  of  the  wit- 
ness in  lumself ;  and  when  he  hath  so  far  prevailed,  then  ho 
is  in  a  good  capac'ity  to  persecute  others,  who  hear  and  obey 
tlie  voice  and  testimony  thereof  in  themselves. 

That  whii'li  is  to  ivdeem  the  world  out  of  miseiy  is  the 
power  of  the  gospel;  and  precious  is  the  peace  which  c<mies^ 
thereby,  after  the  work  of  the  spiritual  sword  (with  the 
trouble  thereof)  is  finished.  Oh,  how  blessed  would  tlie 
principle  and  power  of  life  make  the  world,  might  it 
but  have  its  free  course  therein!  Oli,  how  happy  is  that 
nam  who  bears  the  condenmation  because  of  sin,  follows 
the  guidance  of  the  living  Clod,  and  waits  for  the  day  of  his 
salvation !  Oh  the  sweet  inward  peace  of  spirit  which  is  en- 
joyed after  the  storm,  and  after  the  judgment  of  that  which 
is  to  l)e  judged  and  destroyed!  And  that  which  makes 
one  person  Inippy,  the  same  must  make  nations  happy. 
There  is  no  true  settlement,  nor  abiding  security,  but  in  the 
settled  and  abiiling  j»rinciple.  Ood  is  arisen  to  shake  the  . 
earth,  and  it  can  settle  no  more  upon  the  <ild  foundations: 
yea,  the  same  God  hath  shrivelled  up  the  old  heavens,  and 
they  can  no  more  be  stretched  fortlf  again.  ''Behold  I 
nud<e  all  things  new,"  saith  the  Lonl,  in  the  days  of  the 
gospel,  when  he  stretelieth  forth  the  arm  of  his  power:  and 
who  IS  ho  which  shaH  vetiture  to  establish  the  old  heavens 
and  the  old  ©arrti,  xAi'ioh  the  Lord  God  is  i^etnovittg,  and 
causing  lo  pass  awaj ,  and  abolish  the  now  heai'ens  and  the  < 
new  earth,  whioli  the  Lord  God  both  created  aiid  tunned, 
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and  is  establishing?  Oh  that  men  knew  the  place  of  wis- 
ilom,  that  they  miglit  be  wi£»e)  and  iiat  iight  against  their 
Creator,  from  whom  their  strength  comes,  and  agahist 
whom  their  strength  eanncrt  prevail !  Oh  that  n>eii  could 
see  how  industrious  they  are  to  keep  up  misery,  and  to  keep 
out  happiness  I  The  eye  of  man,  in  the  fallen  and  corrapt 
o:<tute,  cannot  see  aright;  and  misseeing,  how  ctm  he  clreose 
but  miHuim  and  niisact?  And  misainiing  and  misacting, 
how  can  he  attain  his  end?  But  the  Lord's  counsel  shall 
stand,  and  he  will  fiiliil  all  his  pleasure  in  every  heart 
througliDut  the  earth.  Happy  is  he  who  is  weaned  from 
hinisclt',  8ind  begotten  in  the  liglit  of  life,  w^hich  is  incor- 
ruptible; he  slmll  stand  and  be  blesjscd,  when  all  flesh  falls 
bolbre  the  breath  of  the  Lord,  and  becomes  miserable;  and 
the  fall  of  all  the  fletihly  will,  wisdom,  and  strength' hasten.-* 
a[»aeo;  happy  is  he  who  is  delivered  from  them  before  the 
day  ot'  their  ruin  I  which  is  nearer  than  nmu  is  aware  of,  or 
ean  believe. 


COXCKRXIXC} 

P  li:  K  S  E  C  TJ  T  I  O  IsT. 

Ueo.M'j^e  men  generally,  in  persecuting,  know  not  what 
they  do  (neither  whom  it  is  they  pei'secute,  nor  how  they 
niu  against  God  therein,  nor  what  danger  they  are  exposing 
tlieniselves  to,  and  wliat  misery  they  arc  drawing  upon 
themselves  thereby,  both  in  this  world  and  for  ever),  even  as 
('hrir*t  said  c(incerning  the  Jewn,  who  were  persecuting 
him  even  to  death,  '* Father,  forgive  them;  for  they  know 
n<»t  what  they  <lo:**  and  afterward  to  Saul;  **Saul,  SauK 
why  periH^ctitcst  thtni  mo?''  Therefore,  in  love  to  those 
who  arc  at  unawares  running  into  this  great  error,  that 
they  may  ilml  the  arknl  hand  of  (}od  stopping  them  therein 
fi^r  their  mwu  good,  are  these  things  fidlowing  ccuieerning 
persecution  written,  wherein  are  tnamte^tutl, 
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1.  What  it  it  that  U  persectited. 

2.  Who  it  is  that  persecntefi,  or  it  the  perseeator. 
8.  The  nature  of  persecution. 

4.  The  grounds  or  causes  of  persecution. 

5.  The  ways  and  means  of  persecution. 

6.  The  ends  of  persecuting;  what  men  aim  at  therein,  or 
•  rather  what  the  spirit  in  men,  which  puts  them  upon 

persecuting  of  others,  aims  at  therehy. 

7.  The  color,  or  false  pretence,  of  the  persecuting  spirit. 

8.  The  blessedness  of  the  persecuted. 

9.  The  misery  of  the  persecutors. 

10.  The  way  and  means  whereby  men  may  come  to  avoid 
this  great  evil  of  persecuting  others. 

Whereunto,  in  the  last  place,  are  added,  Some  sad  effects 
of  persecution;  to  kindle  in  men  a  desire  of  avoiding  so  great 
an  evil  in  itself,  and  so  pernicious  an  enemy  to  all  that  is 
good  in  general,  and  particularly  to  the  peace  and  welfare 
of  mankind,  as  the  persecuting  spirit  is. 


1.  What  or  who  it  is  that  is  persecutei). 

The  persecuted  in  all  ages  is  that  "which  is  born  after 
God's  Spirit."  Gal.  iv.  29.  lie  that  is  new-created  in  Christ 
Jesus,  who  is  formed  in  the  imago  and  by  the  Spirit  of  God 
(which  is  contrary  to  the  image  and  spirit  of  the  world),  and 
who  follows  Christ  in  the  leadings  and  teachings  of  hi!* 
Spirit  (which  is  out  of,  and  contraiy  to,  the  c^ourse,  faHhious, 
ways,  and  customs  of  the  world),  this  is  the  man  that  is 
persecuted  in  all  ages.  He  that  is  of  another  spirit  and 
principle  than  the  world,  and  so  cannot  be  as  the  world  is 
(being  made  otherwise  by  God),  nor  walk  as  the  world 
walks,  nor  worship  as  the  world  Worships,  being  taught 
and  required  of  God  to  do  otherwise;  this  is  die  man  who 
is  afflicted,  reproached,  hated,  hunted,  persecuted.  And  so 
the  apostle  lays  it  down  not  only  at  a  thitig  to  be  in  his 
age,  but  in  after  ages  also.  2.  Tira.  iii.  12.  "  Yea,  and  all 
that  will  live  godly  in  Christ  Jesus  shall  suffer  pcrseeution." 
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Men  may  talk  of  Christ,  profess  Christ,  worship  Christ  ai*- 
cording  to  the  way  that  is  set  np  in  nations,  and  avoid  per- 
seeiitiou ;  but  come  under  dio  new  priaeiple,  come  into  liin 
life,  live  godly  in  him,  become  really  subject  unto  the  power 
au4  dtrecticHi  of  his  Spirit^  then  there  i«  no  longer  avoiding 
of  perHecutiou.  Tliat  whidi  conies  into  the  lite  of  Christ 
eouies  presently  into  a  proportiou  of  sufl^ring  from  tbaf 
which  is  contrary  to  his  life.- 


2.    What    or    WJIO    it    is    that    PKBtiKCUTETH,   OR 
IS    THE    I»EHSEClTOU. 

The  persecutor,  in  all  ages,  is  that  which  is  after  tlie 
flesh.  That  spirit  and  principle  in  man  which  is  from  be- 
neath, puts  the  men  in  whom  it  is,  upon  persecuting  the 
other  principle,  and  the  persons  in  whom  it  apjiears.  Or 
more  plainly  thus:  that  which  is  of  the  world,  that  whieli 
loves  the  World,  and  present  state  thereof;  that  which  lies 
in  tliQ  darkness,  Is  in  unity  with  it,  loveth  it,  and  the  cor- 
rupt ways  thereof;  that  hates  the  light,  and  persecuteth  the 
children  of  the  light,  Avho  are  witnesses  against,  and  reprov- 
ers of  the  darkness.  John  iii.  20.  "  He  that  was  born  after 
the  flesh,  persecuted  him  that  was  born  after  the  Spirit.'* 
So  it  was  formerly,  so  it  is  also  now,  saith  the  apostle.  Gal. 
iv.  29.  Now  there  arc  several  sorts  and  ranks  of  these;  as 
some  in  the  way  of  open  profaneness  aaid  wickedness,  some 
more  civilized,  and  of  a  more  gentle,  noble,  and  considerate 
spirit  and  temper,  some  more  religious  and  devout  in  wor- 
ships  (though  not  rightly  principled  and  guided,  but  turned 
aside  to  some  inventions  or  other  of  the  earthly  spirit,  all 
which  are  pleasing  to  the  earthly  spirit),  but  all  these, 
though  they  are  different  one  from  another,  and  agree  not 
well  among  themselves,  but  are  full  of  dislikes  one  toward 
another;  yet  they  all  agree  in  this;  to  wit,  in  a  willingness 
to  have  that  persecuted  and  subjected  which  is  of  a  contrary 
spirit  and  nature  to  them  all.  They  are  all  against  this 
more  or  less;  though  not  all  against  it  in  the  same  degree 
of  heat  and  vehemency. 
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3.  Thb  vaivbb  ov  pnncunoN)  or  hhat  itis to  nRBvctrTB. 

Peraeoatk«i-  b  the  opposition  of  the  fleah  against  tlie 
Sprit,    The  fretting  or  dashing  of  the  earthly  spirit,  or 
spirit  of  man  cormpted,  against  that  which  is  bom  of  Ood: 
the  fighting  of  the  nnregenerate  and  unrenewed  spirit  in 
man,  against  the  spirit  of  man  renewed  by  the  regenerating 
power  of  the  Spirit  of  God:  the  fighting,  the  opposing  of 
this  spirit  against  the  other,  is  persecution.    Whatever  wiy 
man  does  in  his  own  will,  according  to  his  own  wisdom,  mid 
after  the  inclination  of  his  own  heart,  against  anotiier  who 
desires  to  fear  the  Lord  (who  waits  on  him  for  the  counsel 
and  guidance  of  his  Spirit,  that  he  might  obey  and  worship 
him  aright),  is  persecution.     The  principle  of  God  teacher 
to  fear  the  Lord;  not  according  to  the  fear  which  is  taught 
by  the  precepts  of  men,  but  (iccording  to  the  fear  whieh 
God  puts  into  the  heart    It  teaches  likewise  to  worship  the 
Lord,  not  according  as  man  invents  and  thinks  good  to  pre- 
scribe, but  as  the  Lord  instructs  and  requires.    It  teaches 
likewise  not  to  conform  to  the  worid,  but  to  deny  it,  and 
come  out  of  it.    Now  the  hating,  opposing,  and  punishing 
of  that  which  is  taught,  because  of  these  teachings,  and  its 
obedience  thereto,  this  is  persecution.    The  rising  of  the 
heart  against  such,  is  persecution  in  the  heart    The  re- 
proaching, scofiing  at,  or  speaking  evil  of  such,  is  persecu- 
tion with  the  tongue.    (So  Ishmael's  mocking  of  Isaac 
Gen.  xxi.  9, 10.  is  called  persecuting  of  him.  Gal.  iv.  29,  SOL) 
The  smiting,  fining,  imprisoning  of  such^  &c.,  in  relation  to 
any  thing  that  they  do  from  this  principle,  is  persecution 
with  the  hand,  or  lifting  up  of  the  power,  either  of  a  par- 
ticular person,  or  of  a  magistrate,  against  such. 
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4.  THB  aEOVNM  07  PXRSHCUTIOV,  0%  WHAT  ABX  tfll  THINGS 

THAT  OAUSB  THX  ONB  SPIRIT  AND  PBIHCIPLB  TO  PBR- 

BBCUTB,  AND  THB  OTHBB  TO  BB  PBESBCUTIB]). 

The  groandfi  and  caosee  which  expose  the  one  to  perse* 
cation,  and  kindle  the  heat  of  persecuting  in  the  other,  are 
chiefly  these  three  ensuing. 

1.  The  enmity  of  the  hirth  of  the  flesh  against  the  birth  of 
the  Spirit.  There  is  enmity  in  the  serpent  against  the  wo- 
man, andln  the  seed  of  the  serpent  against  the  seed  of  the 
woman.  That  which  is  bom  of  the  corrupt  principle  can- 
not endure  that  which  is  bom  of  the  pure  principle.  That 
which  walks  and  worships  in  the  will,  and  according  to  the 
inventions  of  man's  wisdom,  and  in  shadows  and  fleshly 
forms,  pleasing  to  the  flesh,  cannot  endure  that  which  wor- 
ships in  Spirit  and  truth. 

2.  The  contrariely  of  tiiat  which  is  bom  of  God,  and 
drawn  out  of  the  world,  to  that  which  is  of  the  flesh,  or  of 
corrupt  man,  and  left  in  the  world,  this  is  that  which  in- 
creaseth  and  draweth  forth  the  enmity  in  the  corrapt  princi- 
ple. '^They  are  not  of  the  world,  even  as  I  am  not  of  the 
wortd,"  John  xvii.  16.  "therefore  the  world  hatetii  them." 
ver.  14.  They  are  of  another  spirit,  of  another  image,  of 
another  make,  of  another  heart,  of  another  desire,  of  another 
manner  of  carriage  and  demeanor,  of  another  principle, 
and  have  other  ends  in  all  they  do,  than  the  world.  And 
their  whole  course  and  conversation  being  in  the  light, 
and  in  the  love,  and  in  tme  purity  of  mind,  reprove  the 
world,  which  lies  in  the  darkness,  and  in  the  enmity,  and 
walks  in  the  wickedness.  And  how  can  the  world  bear 
this;  in  the  midst  of  all  their  height,  glory,  and  greatness, 
to  be  continually  reproved  by  a  poor  and  contemptible 
generation,  as  Gknl's  choice  in  the  worid  have,  fer  the  gen- 
erality  of  them,  always  been;  even  looked  upon  by  the 
world  as  the  oiE«ooiiring  thereof  as  not  fit  to  be  suffered  to 
have  a  being  in  it,  but  rather  as  deserving  to  be  scoured  off 
from  it? 
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The  light,  whereof  the  children  of  light  are  bom,  and 
wluch  they  hold  forth,  or  rather  which  God  holds  forth  by 
them,  condemns  the  world.  The  evenaesd,  Sweetness,  and 
.Mtraitness  of  their  conversation  .and  practices,  condemn  the 
niievenness,  crookedness,  and  perverseness  of  the  spirit  of 
tlie  world.  The  integrity,  seriousness,  and  spirituality  of 
their  worship,  with  the  living  presence  and  power  of  God 
appearing  among  them,  condemn  the  deadness,  formality, 
and  hypocrisy  of  the  worships  of  the  world ;  who  draw  nigh 
to  God  with  their  lips,  when  it  is  manifest  that  their  hearts 
are  fer  from  him,  being  ensnared  and  captivated  with  van- 
ities and  self-interests,  and  love  of  the  world  and  earthly 
things.  Indeed  the  whole  course  and  manifestation  of  the 
light  and  power  of  God  in  them  is  a  continual  upbraiding 
of  the  principle  and  ways  of  darkness  in  the  men  of  the 
world.  And  how  can  the  men  of  the  world  forbear  making 
an  unrighteous  war,  even  a  war  of  persecution,  against  that 
which  invades  their  territories,  and  nirUces  war  wth  them  in 
righteouanesfl?  Can  darkness  choose  but  fight  to  save  its 
own  dominions  ?  It  must  put  out  the  light,  or  it  cannot 
riiive  its  own,  but  will  be  losing  of  ground  daily. 

3.  Because  of  the  children  of  light  leaving  and  coming 
out  of  the  world.  They  were  once  of  the  world,  as  well  as 
others;  of  the  same  nature,  of  the  same  spirit,  of  the  same 
corrupt  will,  of  tlie  same  corrupt  wisdom,  walking  in  their 
way,  worshipping  accoi-ding  to  their  worahips,  «q)proving 
and  observing  their  customs,  fashioUi=i,  and  vanities;  but 
when  the  Spirit  of  Christ  called  them  out  of  the  w#rld,  and 
created  in  them  that  which  could  hoar  his  voice,  and  was 
willing  to  follow  him,  then  they  lett  all  these,  and  stood 
witnesses  (in  God's  S[)irit  which  called,  and  in  that  life 
which  was  begotten  in  them,  and  in  the  fear,  love,  and 
power,  of  that  God  who  quickened  them)  against  all  these. 
And  tills  mads  the  world,  in  tliat  they  were  ©nco  of  them, 
but  left  tlieia.  Had  they  staid  in  tiio  world,  ami  been  still 
of  tlie.Wprld,  t)ie  world  woiUdiiave  loved  ttieiii^  us  it  dotii 
the  rest  of  its  own;  but  departing  fmm  the  worU,  ikravel- 
ling  towards  another  country,  subjecting  themselves  to  an- 
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other  Spirit,  and  testifying  against  that  Bpirit  which  for- 
laorly  led  them,  and  still  leads  the  world,  and  against  those 
ways  and  practices  wliercin  they  formerly  walked,  and 
wherein  the  world  still  walks,  this  tills  the  worldly  spirit 
witli  rage  against  them. 


5.    TUE   WAYS   AND   MKANS   OF   PERSECUTION. 

The  ways  and  means  of  porsccntion  are  very  many.  Wlio 
can  want  instruments  to  afliict  the  innocent  and  helpless, 
wbo  can  neither  resist  the  evil  which  is  oilered  them,  nor 
harm  that  which  otters  it?  I  shall  only  mention  here  three 
general  heads,  to  which  many  particulars  may  be  referred. 

1.  One  great  way  of  persecution  is  by  making  use  of  laws 
sdready  made,  either  according  to  their  i)roper  tendency  to 
that  end  and  purpose,  or  by  bending  them  aside  from  their 
proper  intent,  to  reach  those  whom  they  have  a  mind  to  at- 
Hict  and  persecute.  Thus  the  Jews,  when  they  had  a  miml 
to  have  Christ  put  to  death,  told  Pilate,  "We  have  a  law, 
and  by  our  law  he  ought  to  die.''  John.xix.  7. 

2.  Another  way  is,  by  making  new  laws  fit  for  their  pur- 
pose, whereby  they  may  catch,  ensnare,  and  suppress  that 
which  is  contrary  to  their  spirit  and  principle,  and  which 
will  not  bow  thereto.  This  is  a  certain  way  to  take  thai* 
which  is  born  of  Glod,  and  wliich  cannot  but  be  true  to  him, 
and  so  cannot  bow  to  the  corrupt  will  of  man,  nor  to  any 
law  made  in  the  corrupt  will,  to  strengthen  the  corruption, 
and  against  the  holy,  pure  will  and  mind  of  God.  Tlius 
Daniel  and  the  three  Children  were  caught  in  the  snare  by 
laws;  Daniel,  for  praying  to  his  God,  against  the  royal 
statute  and  firm  decree  of  the  king,  signed  in  writing  accord- 
ing to  the  desire  and  advice  of  all  the  presidents  of  the 
kingdom,  the  governors,  princes,  counsellors,  and  captains, 
Dan.  vi.  7,  8.  and  the  three  Children,  for  not  worshipping 
the  image  Xebuchadnezzar  had  set  up,  according  to  the  de- 
cree of  the  king.  (Obsen-e  this  by  the  way,  and  consider 
it  well:  what  hath  been  set  up  all  this  night  of  the  apostasv, 
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but  images  of  the  true  worship;  and  what  I'onipelliiig  hath 
there  been  thereto.)  Thus  have  ai'ticlos  1  oon  framed,  and 
statutes  made,  here  in  England,  (as  in  King  Henry  the 
Vllltli  and  Queen  Marj-'s  days)  wliich  luive  been  great  en- 
gines of  persecution;  and  thus  have  tlierc  been  some  late 
laws  made  in  New-England  to  tlie  same  eifect,  though  bet- 
ter Inight  have  justly  been  expected  from  them.  And  this 
is  not  only  a  certain  way,  but  a  very  plausible  way  likewise, 
whereby  the  persecutor  hides  himself  from  the  imputation 
of  persecution,  and  appears  as  a  just  executer  of  the  law; 
and  so  represents  him  who  is  upright  before  God,  and  inno- 
cent in  the  sight  of  God,  as  an  offender  and  breaker  of  the 
law,  and  so  justly  punishable.  But  this  will  not  always 
cover  the  unjust  spirit's  persecuting  of  the  just.  He  that 
shall  persecute  the  Lord  of  glory  (as  he  that  persecuteth  the 
least  member  of  his,  how  contemptible  soever  he  appears  to 
his  eye,  doth  n^ess,  Acts  ix.  4.  Mat.  xxv.  40,  45.)  when 
Christ  shall  call  him  to  account  therefor,  it  will  be  a  vain 
plea  for  him  to  say,  there  was  a  law  for  it,  and  he  acted 
according  to  law.  It  is  fit  for  all  men  and  laws  to  bow  be- 
fore the  Lord,  and  not  to  disturb  any  in  their  obedience  to 
the  Lord,  or  hurt  the  principle  of  his  life  in  any);  but  cherish 
and  nui*se  it  up  as  much  as  in  them  lies,  in  that  tenderness 
which  Christ  begetteth  in  it,  and  in  that  spiritual  liberty 
'  which  Christ  allows  it 

3.  A  third  way  of  persecution  is  by  the  hand  of  violence, 
without  either  law,  or  so  much  as  pretence  to  law.  Thus 
the  persecuting  spirit,  when  it  hath  power  in  its  hand,  and 
is  out  of  fear,  smiteth  (with  the  open  fist  of  wickedness) 
that  which  is  an  enemy  to,  and  stands  a  witness  against,  its 
wickedness. 
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6.  The  ends  of  persecution,  or  what  the  PERSEcuTiNa 

SPIRIT  AIMS  AT  IN  ITS  PERSECUTING,  AND  WOULD 
PAIN  ATTAIN  THEREBY. 

1.  The  main  end  of  persecution  is  to  bring  the  children 
of  light  (who  have  left  the  evil,  darkness,  and  corruption 
of  the  world)  back  to  the  world  again.  That  which  they 
persecute  tliem  for  is  for  leaving  the  world,  both  in  its  prin- 
ciples and  practices,  and  for  professing  obedience  and  sub- 
jection  to  another  spirit;  that  which  they  drive  at  in  perse- 
cuting them  is  to  force  them  back  from  under  subjection  to 
that  spirit  which  hath  led  them  out  of  the  world,  into  sub- 
jection to  the  spirit  of  the  world  again.  There  is  a  great 
fight  between  the  Spirit  of  God  and  the  spirit  of  the  world 
in  the  two  seeds;  the  Spirit  of  God  striving  to  bring  the 
spirit  of  the  world  under,  and  the  spirit  of  the  world  striv- 
ing to  bring  the  Spirit  of  God  under.  This  is  well  known 
in  the  heart  where  the  new  birth  is  witnessed..  Oh,  what' 
striving  there  is  by  the  powers  of  darkness,  with  all  manner 
of  secret  temptations  and  forcible  oppositions  (so  far  as  the 
Lord  pennits),  to  bring  the  heart  (which  the  Lord  hath  be- 
gun to  redeem,  and  in  some  measure  set  free  trom  them) 
under  their  power  again  I  And  the  same  that  stirs  up  the 
darkness  in  the  heart  against  the  seed  and  birth  of  light  • 
there,  the  same  stilus  up  in  the  darkness  in  other  men  against 
it  also.  The  Lord  knows  what  bitter  fights  we  have  had 
with  the  enemy  in  our  own  hearts,  before  wo  could  leave 
our  principles,  paths,  and  practices  of  darkness ;  how  Ininl 
it  hath  been  to  us  to  deny  the  world,  and  come  out  of  it ; 
and  yet  when  the  Lord  hath  conquered  and  subjected  the 
darkness  in  our  own  hearts  in  any  measure,  tlien  we  meet 
with  a  new  fight  abroad  in  the  world,  the  same  principle 
and  power  in  them  fighting  agjiinst  us,  as  did  at  first  in  our- 
selves. And  as  this  was  the  aim  and  work  of  the  power  of 
darkness  in  ourselves  (and  still  is,  so  far  as  any  of  it  is  loft 
in  any  of  us)  to  bring  us  back  under  the  darkness  again, 
even  from  the  light  and  leadings  of  the  Spirit,  and  from  siiu 
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gle  obedience  thereto ;  so  it  is' the  aim  and  endeavor  of  the 
same  spirit  in  others.  And  If  they  could  but  bring  us  back 
from  our  God  into  the  world  again,  tliey  wouhl  be  at  ])eace 
with  U8,  as  well  as  with  other  men,  and  love  and  cherish  us, 
as  they  do  the  rest  of  the  world. 

2.  A  second  end  of  persecution  in  the  spirit  that  persecut- 
eth  is,  to  keep  the  children  of  light  from  gaining  further 
ground.  The  kingdom  of  God  and  his  truth  is  of  a  growing, 
spreading  nature.  It  is  like  leaven,  like  salt,  like  the  light 
of  the  morning;  its  nature  is  to  leaven,  to  season,  to  over- 
s{>read,  and  gather  mankind  from  the  evil,  from  the  dark- 
ness, from  the  corruption,  from  the  death  and  destruction. 
Now  the  spirit  of  the  world,  that  spirit  which  ruleth  the 
world,  is  loth  to  lose  ground;  and  therefore  hunts  and  seeks 
to  destroy  the  vessels  wherein  the  light  appeareth,  and  from 
whom  it  shineth  forth,  and  to  make  them  appear  as  odious 
as  it  may,  that  it  may  keep  all  its  own  territories  ^nd  do- 
minions in  a  perfect  detestation  of  them,  and  distance  from 
them.  Thus  though  the  people  of  God  have  still  been  an 
innocent  people,  and  simple  as  to  the  subtlety  and  deceit  of 
the  serpent,  and  weak  and  foolish  in  compare  with  the  wise 
and  stroilg  ones  in  the  worldly  nature  and  spirit;  yet  they 
are  still  represented  as  most  dangerous,  most  subtle,  and 
pernicious,  as  shrewd  deceivers,  witches,  Jesuits,  &c.,  yea^ 
any  thing  that  is  hateful  and  hated. 

3.  A  third  end  of  persecution  is  to  atiiict,  grieve,  vex,  dis- 
turb, and  torment  those  whose  principles  and  practices  are 
displeasing  to  them.  There  is  enmity  in  the  nature  and 
spirit  of  tlic  world,  against  the  holy,  pure  Spirit  and  seed 
of  God;  and  if  it  cannot  overcome  and  get  its  will  one  way, 
in  bringing  back;  yet  it  will  strive  to  have  it«  will  another 
way,  even  in  vexing  and  afflicting.  It  is  the  pleasure  of 
hatred  or  enmity  to  do  any  thing  which  may  hurt  that 
against  which  its  hatred  is.  Thus  the  evil  spirit  ryoiceth  in 
ihiquit^,  in  grieving  and  afflicting  that  which  is  good.  As 
the  Spirit  of  love  delights  in  love,  and  in  doing  good  even 
to  those  wliidi  persecute ;  so  the  spirit  of  enmity  delights 
in  hatred  and  doing  evil;  even  in  vexing  and  oppressing 
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those  which  seek  their  good,  becauBC  they  are  not,  and  can- 
not be,  one  with  them  in  their  dark  principles  and  evil 
practices. 


7.  The  color  or  pretbnce  which  mex  put  upon  their 
persecutions  of  that  which  is  good. 

Persecution  is  so  hateful  (and  hath  such  a  blackness  of 
spirit  in  it)  that  it  cannot  endure  to  appear  in  its  own  color. 
Where  is  the  man  that  would  appear  to  persecute  that 
which  is  good  in  men,  or  men  because  of  their  goodness? 
Therefore  all  persecutors,  though  they  still  persecute  that 
which  is  good,  and  those  which  are  good ;  yet  they  still  rep- 
resent and  charge  them  as  evil,  tliat  they  might  thereby 
hide  the  badness  and  unjustness  of  their  persecutions  from 
their  owij  eyes,  and  from  the  eyes  of  others.  Thu&  the  true 
prophets  of  the  Lord  were  always  misrepresented  by  their 
persecutors,  even  as  false  prophets,  as  "troublers  of  Israel," 
as  madmen,  as  men  not  fit  to  be  tolerated  in  the  kingdom 
or  commonwealth  of  Israel.  See  Jer.  xxix.  26,  27.  And 
those  which  condemned  their  forefathers  for  persecuting 
the  true  prophets  in  former  days,  yet  could  also  persecute 
the  true  prophets  m  their  own  days.  When  Christ  himself 
asked  the  Jews  for  which  of  his  good  works  they  stoned 
him?  they  said  "Not  for  a  good  work,''  or  as  a  good  mav  ; 
but  far  his  doing  evU;  for  his  blasphemy;  in  that  he,  being  a 
moHy  would  make  himself  God.  John  x.  32,  33.  And  the 
Pharisees  did  not  represent  him  as  a  good  man,  as  a  holy 
teacher  from  God,  (as  indeed  he  was,  though  his  doctrine  and 
oonversation  ditSsred  very  much  from  theirs)  but  as  a  de- 
ceiver, a  seducer  of  the  i)eople,  a  mean  man,  the  son  of  Jo- 
seph the  carpenter,  one  whom  none  of  the  wise  scribes 
owned,  but  only  such  silly  people  as  knew  not  the  law, 
John  vii.  49.  yea,  as  a  verj'  bad  man,  as  one  that  was  against 
the  worship  and  ordinances  of  Moses,  against  God's  temple 
and  priests  in  his  doctrine  and  principles,  and  a  profaner 
of  God's  holy  sabbath  in  his  practices;  yea,  more  than  this, 
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they  represented  him  as  a  man  that  had  a  devil,  aiid  that  he 
was  ahle  to  do  such  <^reat  thinorg  beyond  them  through  Beel- 
zeb.ub,  the  prince  of  devils.  C'ouUl  the  Jews  tliink  they  did 
otherwise  than  well  in  desiring  such  a  man  as  this  to  be  put 
to  death?  Miglit  they  not  well  prefer  Barab])as  before  a 
man  thus  represented  by  their  chief  priests  and  teachers, 
who  knew  and  couUl  exi)Ound  the  law,  and  were  best  able 
to  judge,  as  they  might  well  think,  both  what  was  the  trutli, 
and  who  were  deceivers? 


8.  The  blessedxkss  of  the  persecited. 

The  disciple  of  Christ,  who  is  persecuted  for  conscience' 
sake,  who  suffers  from  men  and  their  laws  for  the  ui>riglit- 
ncss  of  his  heart  towards,  and  for  liis  obedience  unto,  Christ, 
that  num  is  precious  in  the  eye  of  Christ,  and  .hath  his 
hh'ssing  with  him;  yea,  the  more  men  disesteem  and  hate 
jiim  upon  this  account  the  gi-eater  is  his  blessedness. 
'■' Blessed  are  ye  when  men  shall  revile  you  and  persecute 
von,  and  shall  sav  all  manner  of  evil  asfainst  you  falselv 
tor  my  sake.  •Kejoicc,  and  be  exceeding  glad.**  Mat.  v.  11, 
I'J.     lie  is  blessed  in  several  respects. 

1.  That  num  is  in  tliat  spirit,  and  in  that  wjiy,  which 
(iod  hath  chosen,  and  so  he  is  in  a  happy  state  and  con- 
dition at  present.  lie  is  in  the  path  of  life,  in  the  way  of 
peace,  under  the  leadings  of  God's  Sjurit.  The  world  lor- 
i'th  and  cherisheth  that  which  is  its  own,  and  walketh 
with  it;  but  is  at  enmity  and  war  with  that  which  is  of 
(lod.  Therefore  the  worhi  s  dislike,  enmity,  and  pei-se- 
(Ution  are  an  evidencfc  of  (xod's  choice,  and  of  a  removal 
from  it  towards  God.  It  is  a  happy  thing  in  the  eye  of 
man  to  be  at  unity  with  the  world,  to  have  the  love  and 
friendship  tliereof,  to  have  all  men  speak  well  of  one,  to  be 
found  doing  that. which  is  pleasing  in  the  eje  of  the  world, 
and  to  be  enjoying  the  pleasures  and  profits  thereof;  but 
in  the  eye  of  God  it  is  happy  to  be  in  unity  with  that  which 
is  contraiy  to  the  world,  and  prociireth  its  ill-will.     **Love 
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not  the  world,  ndtfaer  the  things  that  are  iii  the  world.  If 
any  man  love  the  world,  the  love  of  the  Father/'  which  be^ 
getteth  out  of  the  world,  "i»  not  in  him."  Bat  he  that  los* 
eth  the  love  of  the  world,  for  the  principle  of  God,  and  hid 
subjection  thereto,  is  in  that  which  the  Father  loveth,  and 
feeleth  the  love  of  the  Father  ox:)eued  in  him,  and  revealed 
to  him ;  and  this  is  truly  a  happy  state. 

2.  The  recompense  which  God  will  give  to  them  in  the 
world  to  come,  who  cleave  to  him  and  his  truth,  for  all  the 
persecutions  which  they  endure  in  this  world  for  his  truth's 
sake,  is  exceeding  great.  "  Great  is  your  reward  in  heaven.'* 
Mat.  v.  14.  "  Our  light  affliction,  which  is  but  for^  a  mo* 
ment,''  but  at  most  for  the  time  of  this  world,  "worketh  for 
us  a  far  more  exceeding  eternal  weight  of  gloiy."  2  Cor. 
iv.  17. 

3.  The  reward  is  great  in  tliis  world  also.  There  is  a 
liundred-fold  recompense  to  be  reaped  in  this  lite.  The 
l»ea<re  of  God  in  the  conscience,  the  presence  of  God,  the 
life  of  God,  the  virtue  of  God,  the  glory  of  the  Spirit  of 
God,  which  accompanietli,  resteth  with,  and  abidetli  on, 
the  heart  which  is  faithful,  and  waiteth  upon  God  for  pa- 
tience, meekness,  innocency,  and  strength  to  oaiTy  through 
sufierings,  may  well  be  valued  at  above  a  hundred-fold  in- 
come and  recompense  for  all  the  hardships  and  tribula- 
tions which  are  undergone  for  his  name's  sake.  '*It'  ye  bo 
reproached  for  the  name  of  Christ,  happy  are  ye;  for  the 
{Spirit  of  glory  and  of  God  restetli  upon  you."  1  Pet.  iv.  14. 

9.  The  grievous  misery  op  the  persecutorj^^. 

It  is  a  miserable  thing  to  be  deceived  about  that  wliich  if; 
good;  to  put  good  for  evil,  light  for  darkness,  sweet  Ibr  bit- 
ter, and  so,  under  a  mistake  at  least,  become  a  persecutor 
of  the  good.  All  good  is  of  God,  and  he  that  is  against 
good  is  against  God;  and  it  is  a  dreadful  thing  for  the 
creature  to  set  himself  in  battle  against  his  Creator,  and  to 
engage  the  power  and  wrath  of  the  Omnipotent  One  against 
him;  though  while  the  eye  is  shut,  it  doth  not  appear  to 
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men  either  that  they  are  against  Qod,  or  that  tiieir  danger 
is  «o  great  thereby  as  indeed  it  is.  The  children  of  Gk)d  are 
as  the  apple  of  his  eye.  Who  can  touch  them,  and  he  not 
be  deeply  sensible?  Yea,  and  they  are  most  dear  to  God 
in  that  for  which  the  world  most  persecutes  them;  and 
therefore  their  danger  and  misery  must  needs  be  great; 
which  may  further  appear  in  these  three  respects : 

1.  In  respect  of  the  weight  of  wrath  which  their  persecu- 
tions of  others  here  will  bring  upon  themselves  in  the  world 
to  come:  then  every  hard  word,  with  every  thing  they  have 
done  against  any  lamb  of  Christ's,  shall  come  upon  them. 
There  is  a  time  of  judgment  for  all  that  is  sowed  in  this 
world,  and  then  every  one  shall  reap  what  he  hath  sowed. 
And  if  he  that  hath  not  visited  the  sick  and  imprisoned  for 
Christ's  sake  shall  hear  that  sentence,  "Gk)  ye  cursed,'*  &c., 
what  will  his  portion  be  who  hath  imprisoned  them,  and 
caused  their  sickness?  Now  is  our  time  of  trouble;  but  the 
Lord  hath  prepared  a  day  of  rest  for  that  spirit  which  is 
troubled  in  this  world  by  the  spirit  of  this  world;  and  then 
shall  the  troublesome  spirit,  which  troubled  the  peaceable 
spirit,  and  would  give  it  no  rest  in  its  following  and  obey-* 
ing  the  Lord,  bo  troubled  by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord.  2  Thes. 
i.  6,  7.  And  what  shall  the  misery  of  that  spirit  be,  whom 
the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  troubleth  and  fiUeth  with  anguish' 
and  torments,  in  his  fire,  and  with  his  brimstone!  Oh  that 
men  would  awaken,  and  consider  in  time,  and  not  sell  away 
thrir  everlasting  inheritance  for  a  mess  of  vanity,  and  transi- 
tory lusts  and  pleasures. 

2.  The  hand  of  Gk>d  doth  often  overtake  them  in  this 
world,  and  the  Lord  doth  many  times  curse  their  very  bless- 
ings to  them,  insomuch  as  they  cannot  evjoj  the  world  with 
that  sweetness  and  content  they  might,  were  it  not  for  the 
rage  and  bitterness  of  their  spirits  against  God's  people, 
and  their  provoking  of  God  against  them  thereby.  How 
many  of  his  own  people  did  Pharaoh  lose,  and  how  did  he 
break  the  strength  and  glory  of  his  kingdom,  by  persecuting 
God's  Israel  of  old?  How  did  Amalek  cause  his  name  to  be 
ix)oted  out  from  under  heaven?    How  did  the  nations  and 
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might)'  powera  of  the  earth  fall  upon  this  account,  one  after 
another?  And  in  this  nation  how  many  powers  have  al- 
ready fallen  thereby?  Jerusalem  ?>  a  burdensome  bimie  (it  was 
so  in  the  type,  it  is  much  more  so  in  the  substance),  which 
lies  in  the  way  of  every  earthly  spirit  and  power;  which 
they  know  not  how  to  build  with,  neither  can  they  rear  up 
their  own  buikliijg  because  of  it,  and  therefore  every  power 
strives  to  remove  it  out  of  tlieir  way;  but  they  know  not 
the  weight  of  it,  nor  who  it  is  that  hath  squared  it,  and  how 
tinn  it  is  fixed  upon  the  rock.  The  earthly  spirit  is  never 
to  enjoy  any  true  or  hvsting  peace  and  settlement  (which  is 
the  gift  of  God)  until  it  leave  off  i)ersecuting  God's  Israel 
(which  are  the  people  whom  God  calleth  out  of  the  world), 
and  leave  them  free  for  God  to  enjoy,  command,  and  dis- 
pose of;  and  whatever  holds  Israel  in  bondage,  either  with- 
in or  without,  must  either  be  subject  to  the  Lord,  or  be 
broken  by  that  ai*m  of  power  which  the  Lord  putteth  forth 
to  redeem  Israel  with. 

3.  By  all  their  persecutions  and  afflictions  they  shall  but 
increase  and  cause  to  grow  that  w^hich  they  strive  to  sup- 
press. This  is  misery  indeed  tor  a  man  to  hazard  his  soul 
eternally,  and  his  peace  and  prosperity  in  this  world,  to 
crush  and  suppress  a  people,  and  vet  not  be  able  to  eftect 
that  neither,  but  even  thereby  occasion  their  growth  and 
increase ;  and  yet  so  it  is  in  the  day  that  God  putteth  forth 
his  hand  to  redeem  Israel.  The  ways  that  man  takes  to 
bring  them  back  into  captivity  shall  be  the  means  of  per- 
fecting their  redemption.  "Come  (said  Pharoah)  this  peo- 
ple multiply  too  fiist :  they  grow  more  and  mightier  than 
we ;  let  us  deal  wisely  with  them,  and  keep  them  down  by 
hard  labor,  lest  they  grow  over-numerous,  and  join  with  our 
enemies  against  us,  when  they  see  their  advantage."  But 
they  grew  and  spread  the  more,  upon  his  wise  plotting  and 
contriving  to  diminish  them.  And  what  did  he  get  by 
striving  to  keep  them  from  going  forth  of  his  land  and  idol- 
atrom  wopshipa  to  worrfiip  the  Lord  aright,  but  plagues 
and  judgments  upon  himself  and  his  people  from  the  Lord? 
Can  the  powers  of  the  earth  witireta^nd  God  any  more  now 
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than  they  could  formerly?  Shall  he  not  redoem  and  bring 
forth  his  people  fi*om  the  land  of  Babylon?  His  spiritual 
Israel  from  spiritual  K^^T^  •  Shall  he  not  break  the  anti- 
christian  yoke  irom  tbeir  consinenees,  that  they  may  be 
free  in  spirit  to  serve  the  Lord  ?  Can  any  hinder  God  from 
breathinnf  his  Spirit  upon  people,  and  from  begetting  them 
in  the  image  and  likeness  of  his  Spirit  unto  himself?  And 
shall  not  these  be  the  Lord's?  Shall  not  the  same  Spirit 
teach  them  to  worship  the  Lord?  Shall  God  call  them  to 
worship  him  openly,  and  shall  they  not  obey  him,  but  wor- 
ship him  according  to  man's  inventions  and  commandments, 
or  not  at  all  publicly?  O  ye  sous  of  men !  be  \Hse;  do  not 
contend  with  the  Lord;  be  not  bewitched  by  the  cuj)  of 
fornications  from  the  pure,  spiritual  worship  of  the  living 
God  into  man's  inventions,  which  the  Lord's  soul  loathes; 
nor  do  not  strive  to  hold  any  back  from  the  Lord,  whom  tlie 
Lord  draws  after  him ;  but  consider  his  power,  wait  to  know 
his  work  in  the  world,  and  do  not  intrench  upon  his  do- 
minions, but  be  thankful  for  and  content  with  your  own; 
and  do  not  provoke  him  against  you,  who  can  more  easily 
take  yours  from  you  than  ye  can  his  from  him.  And  con- 
sider tliis  wateh-word,  in  that  which  can  open  and  show  the 
truth  of  it;  the  Jjord  hath  2nd  forth  his  ami  to  recover  his  -pos- 
sessions from  out  of  the  hands  of  antichrist;  and  who  shall  be 
able  to  force  it  back  again,  to  make  it  return  into  Ins  bo- 
som, without  effecting  what  he  stretched  it  forth  for? 

Therefore,  O  magistrates  of  this  nation  !  do  not  make  use 
of  the  sword  to  suppress  the  plants  of  God ;  but  to  cut  down 
that  which  manifestly  is  not  of  G(h1.  Look  "abroad  through- 
out this  nation ;  behold  how  much  evil  there  is  to  ginevc 
and  provoke  the  Lord,  and  to  divert  good  from  the  nation, 
and  to  bring  wrath  upon  it,  and  the  government  tliereof ; 
strike  at  that  in  righteous  and  true  judgment,  and  with 
mcr(?y  to  creatures'  souls  and  botflies.  But  that  which  ccr- 
tainlv  is  of  GikI,  mevldle  not  With;  and  that  which  mav  hv 
of  God  for  aught  ye  know,  b«  circumspect  in  mcddlnig  with, 
lest  ye  engage  God  against  you.  It  were  better  io  let  many 
tares  grow,  than  to  pluck  up  one  ear  of  cojn.     Christ  hath 
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absolutely  expressed  it  to  be  his  mind,  that  he  would  not 
have  that  done  which  may  so  much  as  hazard  tlie  plucking 
np  of  an  ear  of  corn.  Mat.  xiii.  29.  But  oh,  how  are  the 
laws  and  governments  of  this  world  to  be  lamented  over! 
And  oh,  what  need  tliere  is  of  their  reformation,  whose 
common  work  it  is  to  pluck  up  the  ears  of  corn,  and  leave 
the  tares  standing!  The  chief  cause  of  this  misery  (from 
whence  it  prinoipally  ariseth)  is  men's  meddling  with  those 
things  which  God  has  reserved  for  himself,  and  assaying  to 
do  that  carnally  which  God  did  spiritually,  and  will  do  spir- 
itually again,  in  his  due  time,  when  he  hath  sufficiently 
shown  how  untoward  and  improper  man's  hand  is  to  effect 
it.  The  Christians  in  the  apostles'  days  were  ''  of  one  heart, 
and  one  mind,"  which  proceeded  from  the  power  and  work 
of  God  upon  them ;  and  then  they  soon  came  into  one  way 
and  worship;  but  men  will  have  unity  and  uniformity  in  a 
way  of  religion  and  worship  before  there  is  one  heart  and 
one  mind«  Now  this  is  contrary  to  the  Spirit  of  God,  and 
to  the  very  nature  of  religion,  and  the  cause  of  much  cru- 
elty upon  men's  consciences :  and  this  hath  been  and  will 
be  the  constant  effect  of  it,  even  the  crashing,  as  much  as 
lies  in  man,  of  ihat  which  is  tender,  and  of  and  for  God, 
and  the  increasing  of  that  which  is  formal,  dead,  and 
earthly.  Now  if  ever  Christ  appointed  or  intended  such  a 
cbnrch-goveniment,  which  naturally  produceth  this  effect, 
let  all  that  fear  GkMi,  and  are  of  sober  spirits,  judge. 


10.  ThR  WAT  AND  MBANS  TO  AVOID   PBRSECUTION. 

Where  is  the  man  (in  whom  there  is  any  good,  who  hath 
any  love  to  goodness  and  righteousness,  who  hateth  cruelty 
and  oppression  over  men's  outward  liberties  and  estates, 
and  much  more  over  the  consciences  of  people)  that  could 
not  with  his  heart  desire  to  have  this  grand  enemy  re- 
moved^ botii  from  particular  persons,  and  also  from  govern- 
ors, and  governments,  that  peace  and  settlement  might  be 
known ;  righteousness  reaped ;  all  cruelty  and  hardness  in 
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one  mail  towards  another  removed;  and  there  l>e  n^o  )aori 
comphinmg  in  our  streets;  cither  because  of  oppressio)i$  from 
mcn^  or  fear  of  wrath  from  God,  upon  those  governmentH 
which  oppress?  And  who  would  not  earnestly  pray  to  God 
for  the  discovery  of  that  way  and  thgse  nieaus,  and  he  very 
industrious  in  the  use  of  them,  wlierehy  this  pereeeutinir 
spirit  and  temper  miglit  he  wasted  and  dried  up  in  him  V 
Xow  tlio  way  and  means  whereby  tlie  persecuting  spirit 
may  be  subdued,  are  divers ;     As, 

1.  By  a  true  awe  and  fear  of  God  in  the  heart*  The  fear  of 
(lod  teacheth  to  depart  from  iniquity,  and  to  seek  the  cru- 
cifying and  bringing  under  of  the  worldly  spirit  in  a  man's 
self,  and  to  wait  dailj^  to  have  God's  will  revealed,  and  like- 
wise to  be  made  obedient  thereunto.  Now  he  tliat  is  in  this 
temper  of  spirit,  will  hardly  be  drawn  to  persecute  another, 
but  rather  rejoice  to  sec  a  tenderness  of  spirit  in  him,  and 
true  subjection  of  heart  to  what  he  believes  to  be  the  mind 
and  will  of  God;  and  dares  not  so  much  as  judge  him  for 
differing,  either  in  apprehensions  or  practices,  about  wor- 
ship, much  less  persecute  him  therefore.  But  that  man 
who  is  of  a  profane  spirit,  or  comes  easily  by  his  religion, 
even  by  the  wisdom,  industry,  and  parts  of  a  man,  and  not 
by  the  gift  of  God,  and  is  exercised  in  that  fear  of  Gkni 
wiiich  is  taught  by  the  precepts  of  men,  Imt  knoweth  not 
that  fear  which  God  puts  in  the  heart  (froili  whence  the 
true  I'cligiou  and  worshij)  springs),  either  of  these  may  be 
drawn  to  persecute;  yea,  indeed,  it  will  be  hard  for  eitlier 
of  them  to  abstain  therefrom. 

2.  By  a  meekness  of  spirit.  Tlie  gospel  makes  meek,  ten- 
der, gentle,  peaceable;  tills  with  love  and  sweetness  of  spir- 
it ;  teaches  to  love,  to  forgive,  to  pray  for  and  bless  enemies: 
and  how  shall  this  man  persecute?  Can  a  lamb  per»eouto]f 
Can  a  dove  ])ersecute  ?  Indeed  a  wolf  in  sheep's  clothing 
may  raven  and  devour,  but  a  true  sheep  cannot  As  the 
power  of  the  gosjicl  is  known,  the  devouring  and  persecut- 
ing nature  is  destroyed;  and  that  being  taken  away,  peive- 
i'ution  soon  comes  to  an  end. 

3.  By  a  sober  ami  patient  consideration  of  their  cause  ichoni 
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Oiey  persecute,  and  what  it  w  in  themsehes  which  moves  them  to 
persectUe  thjtm.  The  strength  of  persecution  lies  in  the 
dsrknessy  in  the  dark  tlioughts,  misjudgings,  and  misappre- 
hensions about  him  wliom  one  persecutes,  or  is  inclined  to 
persecute;  in  prejudices  and  false  judgments  of  persons  and 
things  received;  which,  hy  a  sober  hearing  and  considering 
of  things  in  God's  fear  and  in  meekness,  might  be  removed; 
and  then  the  eager,  persecuting  heat  of  spirit  would  soon 
abate  and  fall,  the  fuel,  which  kindled  it,  being  taken  away. 
"The  Jews  stopped  their  ears,  and  ran  upon  Stephen/'  Acts 
vii.  57.  This  is  the  way  of  persecuting  spirits;  they  take 
in  prejudices  against  persons,  their  principles  and  practices, 
stop  their  ears  against  what  may  be  said  to  manifest  either 
the  equity  of  the  thing  in  itself,  or  their  mistake  about  it,  and 
then  run  headlong  in  their  fury  of  persecuting  and  devour- 
ing. But  he  that  is  sober  and  considerate,  and  weighs  the 
cause  before  he  engages  against  it,  and  obsei'ves  what  it  is 
in  him  which  moves  so  hotly  against  another,  and  which  is 
so  ready  to  believe  ill  aforehand;  he  shall  soon  see  that, 
which  is  always  hid  from  the  eye  of  the  persecutor,  and  find 
water  to  cast  on  this  devouring  fire  of  spirit  in  him. 

4.  By  a  righleous  frame  of  spirit,  which  is  witting  to  do  by  an- 
other,  as  he  would  be  done  to  in  the  like  case.  Persecution  aris- 
eth  from  unrighteousness  and  selfishness;  righteousness 
and  true  equity  would  soon  end  it.  If  no  man  would  make 
another  man's  conscience  bow  by  force,  who  would  not 
have  his  own  so  bowed,  persecution  would  soon  cease.  But 
this  is  the^great  evil  and  unrighteousness  of  man ;  whoever 
is  uppermost,  thinks  he  hath  a  right  to  bow  all  the  rest  un- 
der him,  and  looks  upon  them  as  guilty  and  offenders,  if 
tJkeir  consciences  do  not  yield  and  bow  imder  him.  And 
he  that  newly  complained  of  the  load  laid  on  his  conscience 
by  others,  yet  if  he  can  get  ease  and  power  into  his  hand, 
is  presently  laying  a  load  upon  others.  Here  is  a  wrong 
fhane  of  spirit  within,  and  how  can  it  choose  but  bring 
jforth  injury  and  persecution  outwardly? 

5.  JSy  taking  heed  and  toatchitig  agaimt  the  corrupt  and  carnal 
prmeipUj  with  the  reasonings,  seif-ends,  and  interests  thereof  and 
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hearkening  U>  the  principle  of  God^  which  tearhiih  and  ^peakeih 
right  reason.  Man  as  he  came  from  God,  aud  was  by  ea* 
pecial  favor  formed  in  his  image,  bo  it  pleaded  God  to  pkee 
in  him  a  principle  of  his  own  life  to  govern  him.  This  iin* 
age  was  de&ced  by  the  fall,  and  this  principle  forfeited^  yet 
for  Christ's  sake  (who  is  the  Saviour  of  all  men,  but  espe- 
cially of  them  that  believe)  the  Lord  stirreth  up  and  visitetb 
all  mankind  more  or  less,  by  the  pure  eternal  principle  of 
his  own  light  and  life  in  Christ  In  hearkening  to  this, 
man's  reason  is  rectified,  purified,  and  preserved  pure  ;  and 
his  steps  here  are  safe.  But  consulting  and  contriving  out 
of  this,  he  meets  with  that  which  corrupts  him  (captivating 
and  misbiasing  his  reason);  and  then  all  his  intents,  de- 
signs, and.  contrivances  become  corrupt,  and  tend  not  only 
towards  the  prejudice  of  otbers  at  present,  but  also  to  his 
own  loss  and  detriment  in  the  issue.  He  therefore  that 
would  be  safe  in  the  enjoyment  of  any  blessing  which  ha 
liath  received  from  God,  and  faithful  in  doing  him  service 
in  his  generation,  must  know  what  of  himself  is  ready  to 
betray  him,  that  he  may  watch  against  it,  and  turn  from  it; 
and  what  in  himself  is  given  him  of  God  to  enlighten,  guide, 
instruct,  and  preserve  him,  that  he  may  hearken  hereto, 
and  be  made  happy  thereby. 

11.  And  lastly.  To  set  it  yet  more  home  upon  all  that  are 
ingenuous,  and  would  be  worthy  and  noble,  and  do  that 
which  is  worthy  and  noble,  abhorring  cruelty,  afflicting  and 
oppressing  of  others ;  let  them  consider  the  frviia  and  effects 
of  persecution^  which  are  very  many,  and  of  the  worst  kind, 
even  suitable  to  the  nature  of  the  root  At  present  I  riiall 
only  mention  these  four. 

1.  In  a  great  degree.  It  hin4ereth  the  growth  of  the  present 
goody  in  every  age  and  generation^  so  &r  as  the  earthly  power 
or  sword  of  the  magistrate  can  well  hinder.  Persecution  of 
that  which  is  good  by  the  earthly  powers,  in  its  proper  ten* 
dency,  is  an  hindrance  to  the  growth  thereof  in  their  i^ 
and  day;  though  the  Lord  can  overbear  the  OMdignity  of 
it,  and  further  the  growth  of  his  seed  thereby. 

2.  It  wholly  tends  towards  hindering  the  shoo^  ^  of  aajf 
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fnriKer  seeds  o/ffoodj  which  God  hath  to  8ow  in  the  earth.  For 
All  the  seedfl  of  good  which  Go<l  hath  to  sow  in  the  earth, 
«t  first  they  are  looked  upon  as  evil ;  until  by  Ood's  bless- 
ing  upon  them,  and  opening  of  men's  eyes  throngh  the 
much  suflbring  of  those  vessels,  in  whom  God  canseth  the 
moet  excellent  seeds  of  his  virtue  and  goodness  first  to  ap- 
pear, their  innocency  and  beauty  begin  at  length  to  shine  in 
men*B  eyes,  and  be  discerned. 

8.  -R  oecasifmeih  the  growth  of  evil.  For  good  with-stand- 
etb,  opposeth,  and  chaseth  away  evil,  even  as  light  doth 
darkness;  and  therefore  the  preventing  of  the  springing  up 
of  the  good,  is  a  cherishing  and  strengthening  of  the  evil. 
Besides,  the  same  spirit,  government,  or  power,  which  per- 
secuteth  and  keepeth  down  the  good,  under  a  pretence  of 
its  being  evil,  cannot  choose  but  also  cherish  and  nurse  up 
the  evil,  under  a  pretence  of  its  being  good.  For  the  same 
eye,  tongue,  and  heart,  that  seeth,  calleth,  and  acknowl- 
edgeth  that  which  is  indeed  good  to  be  evil,  cannot  choose 
but  also  mistake  the  evil  and  think  it  good. 

4.  It  draweth  down  the  wrath  of  God  upon  people^  powers^  and 
govemmentSj  where  such  persecution  is;  where  evil  is  cher- 
ished under  a  pretence  of  its  being  good,  and  the  good  en- 
deavored to  be  suppressed  under  a  pretence  of  its  being 
evil.  If  men  from  their  hearts  do  acknowledge  the  being 
of  Gk>d,  and  his  disposal  of  things;  then  surely  what  is  truly 
good  in  persons  or  nations  is  of  him;  and  what  is  of  him, 
his  eye  is  upon.  He  beholdeth  the  plants  which  he  hath 
planted  in  the  earth,  and  the  plants  which  the  envious  one 
hath  planted;  and  he  cannot  bless  that  place,  that  people, 
those  powers,  that  government,  where  his  plants  are  crushed, 
under  a  pretence  of  their  not  being  his,  and  where  the  evil 
nature  and  plants  are  cherished  as  if  they  were  the  good. 

Therefore  he  that  would  not  be  an  enemy  to  God,  an 
enemy  to  goodness,  an  enemy  to  himself,  an  enemy  to  raan- 
kindf  and  a  friend  and  promoter  of  e\il,  let  him  wait  on  the 
Lord,  for  the  fear  of  his  name  and  power  to  be  written  on 
his  heart,  and  for  a  meek,  righteous  frame  of  spirit,  &c., 
that  he  may  consider  his  step-',  and  the  reasonings  of  his 
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mind,  and  not  mistake  evil  for  ^o^d,  aiid.good  lor  evil,  and 
so  pei-Hccute  men  for  being  imd  doing  that^  wlueh  (might  it 
liave  its  course  and  progrcHs)  would  make  the  world  happy. 

Obj.  But  will  not  this  undcnnine  magistracy,  and  inter- 
rupt its  punishing  of  evil-doers,  if  they  should  be  thus  ten* 
der  and  considerate?  For  what  man  cannot  pretend  con- 
science for  what  he  does  ?  And  if  tlie  magistrate  should 
hearken  to  every  pretence  of  cx)nscienc»e,  the  laws  would 
soon  be  silent,  government  at  a  stand,  and  avery  one  do 
what  they  list,  bringing  in  all  manner  of  licentiousness  and 
disobedience  to  authority,  under  a  pretence  of  conscience. 

Ans.  1.  Conscience  is  of  God;  and  tenderness  fuid  con- 
scientiousness towards  him  is  necessary  to  the  receiving  of 
his  pure  fear,  and  towaixls  the  springing  up  and  growth  of 
all  good  in  the  heart.  The  seed  of  good  is  tender;  and  if  it 
be  not  received  into  tender  and  well  prepared  earth,  but  in- 
to thorny,  stony,  or  highway  ground,  it  Ciinnot  grow.  And 
it  catmot  rotisonably  be  supi>osod  to  be  the  intent  of  God  in 
appointing  governments,  that  ever  tlieir  laws  and  authority 
should  hurt  that  tenderness  of  conscience,  wherein  his  seeds 
of  good  are  sown. 

2.  It  is  true;  the  corrupt  nature  of  man,  which  is  selfish, 
and  seeketh  covers  for  evil,  may  also  seek  this  cover  to  hide 
iniquity  under,  and  may  pretend  conscience,  when  there  is 
no  matter  of  conscience  at  all,  but  self-will  aild  seli-ends  at 
bottom. 

3.  Notwithstanding  this,  God  would  not  have  the  true 
conscieutiousuess  and  tenderness  in  any  of  his  crushed;  nor 
can  it  be  dcuie  by  iiny  person,  authority,  or  law^  without 
provoking  God  on  the  one  hand,  or  without  injury  to  such 
who  are  so  dealt  with,  viz:  who  are  punished  by  man  for  the 
exercise  of  that  conscientiousness  which  is  of  God,  and  which 
he  rcquireth,  and  is  pleasing  to  him. 

4.  It  were  far  better  in  itself,  safer  for  governors,  more 
agreeable  to  equity  and  righteous  government,  and  more 
pleasing  to  God  and  good  men,  ratlier  to  sutler  some,  by 
their  craft  and  false  covers,  to  escape  due  punishment,  than 
to  punish  those  who,  by  the  goodness,  innocency,  and  right- 
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MUBness  which  Gk>d  hath  planted  in  them,  are  exempted 
from  puniahment.  Yea,4t  were  better  and  much  safer  to 
spare  many  evil  men,  than  to  punish  one  good  man :  for  mer^ 
cy  and  sparing,  even  of  offenders,  is  natural  to  that  which  is 
good;  but  severity  and  punishments  are  unnatural  and  but 
for  necessity's  sake.  And  as  for  that  man,  who,  by  his  sub- 
tlety and  deceit,  thus  escapes  man's  hand,  he  will  be  no  great 
gainer;  for  God,  who  is  above  til,  will  be  sure  to  meet  with 
him.  Yea,  that  magktrate,  who  q^ares  some  evil  and  evil- 
doers, merely  upon  this  account, — lest  he  should  hurt  that 
which  is  good,  the  Lord  will  help  and  bless;  whereas,  thai 
power  and  government  which  wilfully  eiTs  herein,  the  Lord 
may  soon  cut  down;  and  that  which  errs  thus  through  mis- 
ttke  (it  being  a  grievous  mistake  to  cut  down  the  good  in- 
stead of  the  evil),  the  Lord,  who  loveth  the  good  and  hateth 
the  evil,  may  easily  be  provoked  against 

&  As  government  came  from  Gk>d;  so  the  righteous  ex- 
ecution of  it  d^ends  upon  Ood.  Every  man  needs  God's 
help  daily,  else  he  may  easily  err  in  his  course;  and  govern- 
ments and  governors  need  Gk>d's  hdp  much  more,  in  tne 
many  intricacies  and  perplexities  which  they  often  meet 
with.  And  God  is  nigh  to  them  in  their  ^fficult  cases,  who 
wait  upon  him  for  counsel  and  direction.  If  the  case  be 
knotty,  yet  if  God  give  wisdom,  hath  the  magistrate  cause 
to  complain?  And  will  not  God  assist  that  magistrate,  who 
in  his  fear^waits  on  him,  and  is  not  willing  to  vpere  the  evil, 
and  afiraid  to  hurt  the  good?  If  there  were  not  so  much 
consulting  with  man's  wisdom  and  policy,  nor  such  laying 
of  designs  and  intents  at  first,  as  spritig  from  man,  and  not 
from  God,  but  a  naked,  upright  waiting  on  him  for  instruc- 
tion, who  can  only  guide  the  spirit  of  man  aright,  govern- 
ments would  not  prove  so  difficult,  nor  the  success  therein 
so  dangerous. 
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A    BRIEF    ACC0U5T    OF    THAT    STIFF^SS,    RBSOLVEDNfiSS,   AKD 

SUPPOSED  STUBBORNITESS,  WHICH  BY  MANY  IS  OBJECTED 

AGAINST  THE   PEOPLE  CALLED   QUAKERS. 

Obj«  That  the  people  called  Quaken  are  an  innocent  and 
industrioas  people,  that  they  aim  at  good,  and  might  be 
serviceable  and  profitable  to  the  nation  in  manj  respects; 
this  many  belieye  concerning  them,  and  in  their  hearts  wish 
that  the  powers  would  fet  them  alone,  and  make  a  trial  of 
them ;  the  which  they  might  be  the  more  inclined  to  do, 
w^e  it  not  for  a  certain  stiffness  which  appears  in  them, 
they  being  so  glued  to  their  principles  and  practices,  that 
they  will  not  bend  in  the  leant,  nor  so  much  as  meet  the 
magistrate  one  jot  in  any  &roT  he  would  show  unto  them. 
This  is  such  a  temper  as  no  magistrate  or  governor  can  bear, 
and  therefore  there  is  a  necessity  either  of  banishing  or  sup- 
pressing them  one  way  or  other. 

Ans.  I  freely  confess,  that  (looking  upon  them  with  man's 
eye)  it  may  easily  appear  so  to  man,  who  cannot  see  either 
whence  that  is,  or  what  that  is,  which  is  wrought  in  their 
hearts  by  God.  And  how  can  I  blame  others  for  judging 
thus  of  Uiem,  when  I  myself  should  be  liable  so  to  judge,  if 
I  did  so  look  upon  thom  ?  Ijut  yet,  if  I  had  patience  to  hear 
them,  and  to  consider  the  thing  in  tlie  fear  of  God  (watch- 
ing against  that  wisdom,  firom  which  the  knowledge  of  the 
things  of  God  and  the  state  of  his  people  is  hid),  I  see  also, 
that  there  is  some  ground  may  appear  unto  man,  to  let  him 
see  that  this  is  not  sueh  a  stiifnoss  and  stubbonmess  of  spir- 
it as  he  judgetli,  but  arisetli  from,  and  neeeKsarily  accompa- 
nieth,  a  true  tendernoKs  and  oonf»cientiou«Hcs«  towards  God; 
whioh  to  make  the  more  munifeAt  to  such  as  are  willing 
fairly  to  consider  the  thing,  and  know  the  truth  thereof,  I 
shall  thus  demonstrate, 

1.  Stubbornness,  or  such  a  kind  of  stiffness  and  resolved- 
ness,  ariscth  from  the  strength  and  corruption  of  the  natu- 
ral will  and  earthly  wisdom.  The  wisdom  which  is  from 
above  is  gentle,  easy  to  be  entreated;  and  the  will  which  is 
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created  by  God  is  mild  and^flcxible,  and  easy  to  be  led  by 
tbe  leaflt  cbild,  in  the  line  of  goodness.  And  I  can  truly 
«iy  thi#»,  that  I  never  in  my  whole  course  and  conversation 
(who  have  long  been  a  spectator  atid  uninterested  person, 
both  as  relating  to  the  civil  state  and  the  various  profession:* 
of  religion,  till  the  power  of  truth  and  presence  of  God  ap- 
pearing in  this  people  drew  my  heart  atler  them),  yea,  1 
cannot  but  say,  in  the  singleness  of  my  heart,  I  never  met 
with  a  more  mild,  gentle,  flexible-spirited  people.  And  he 
that  can  reach  the  ground  of  the  thing,  cannot  but  see  it  to 
be  thus;  for  he  that  is  daily  exercised  in  denying  his  will 
and  wisdom;  he  on  whose  back  the  Lord  lays  the  cross,  and 
crucifies  him  every  day,  his  self-will  and  seli-wisdom,  with 
bU  the  conceitedne^s  and  stiffness  which  arise  therefrom, 
must  needs  be  much  broken  in  him. 

2.  In  the  tenderness  and  pliableness  to  good,  which  God 
begetfi,  there  is,  and  cannot  but  be,  an  unbendedness  to  evil. 
Consider  this,  O  ye  that  arc  wise!  In  the  birth  which  God 
begets  in  the  heart;  in  the  immortal  seed  of  life,  which  God 
hatli  sown,  and  causcth  to  spring  up  in  his  heritage,  there 
is  a  bowing  to  God  at  every  appearance  of  good,  accompa- 
nied with  a  tenderness,  gentleness,  and  good-will  to  man : 
but  it  catmot  bow  to  that  which  is  evil  in  any  man  upon  the 
face  of  the  earth.  Head  then  this  rid<lle,  with  a  true  under- 
standing: the  tender  one  cannot  yield,  the  flexible  one  can- 
not bow;  but  naturally  standeth  upright  and  straight  tow- 
ards God,  even  in  every  thing  it  hath  learned  of  him,  and 
which  he  rcquireth  of  it.  Thus  in  the  apostles'  days,  the 
Christians,  thougli  meek,  though  sweet,  though  pliable  t(> 
the  Spirit  of  God,  and  to  all  good,  yet  could  not  bow  to  so 
much  as  an  appearance  of  evil  anywhere,  but.  shun  and 
avoid  it  everywhere.  And  if  it  were  not  for  this  kind  of 
stiffness  and  unbendedness,  the  children  of  God  could  never 
be  preserved  in  their  departure  out  of  the  world's  spirit, 
ways,  woi'ships,  and  practices;  but  would  soon  be  ensnared 
ami  drawn  back  again,  by  the  enticements  and  subtleties  of 
the  woridly  nature,  either  in  themselves  or  others. 

8.  A  stiffness  then  I  grant,  an  unbendedness  I  grant;  but 
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not  of  the  earthly,  not  of  the  self-will,  nor  according  to  the^ 
earthly ;  but  such  as  ariseth  from  truth  in  the  heart,  and 
from  tenderness  of  spirit  towards  God;  such  as  is  begotten 
in  his  fear,  preserved  by  his  power,  and  is  necessary  towards 
their  preserv-ation  who  are  bom  of  him,  and  called  by  him 
out  of  the  world.  And  if  those,  who  are  apt  and  liable  to 
misjudge  of  them,  did  but  see  the  sincere  desire  of  their 
hearts  not  to  offend  man,  but  to  be  subject  to  the  utmost 
according  to  the  will  of  God,  and  knew  what  breathings 
there  are  in  their  hearts  to  Gk>d  (in  relation  to  the  magis- 
trate,^ and  when  they  appear  before  him),  that  th^  may  be 
preserved  in  the  pure  fear,  and  in  righteousness  and  inoffen- 
siveness,  and  how  they  cannot  but  refuse  to  break  any  of 
God's  commands,  because  he  is  their  Supreme  Lord,  and 
they  dare  not  disobey  him  to  please  man,  or  avoid  their 
own  sufferings  from  man :  I  say,  if  men  did  see  this,  surely 
they  would  not  call  it  stubbornness  and  self-willedness,  but 
a  pure  subjection  and  denial  of  the  self-will  in  God's  fear, 
joined  with  a  holy  and  humble  boldness  in  his  power. 

4.  Let  it  be  equally  considered,  and  it  will  soon  be  ac- 
knowledged. That  the  least  thing  which  God  requires  (the 
command  being  from  so  great  a  King,  upon  whom  the  soul 
hath  so  great  dependence,  from  whom  it  hath  so  great 
hopes,  and  to  whom  universal  obedience  is  so  due  in  itself 
and  so  profitable  to  the  creature)  is  exceeding  weighty ;  and 
it  is  impossible  for  the  fear  of  him,  and  due  tenderness  tow- 
ards his  commands,  to  be  preserved,  without  a  strict  and 
close  giving  up  the  will  to  him,  and  standing  in  his  strength, 
strong  and  unbended  against  all  temptations,  provocations, 
allurements,  and  affrightments  to  the  contrary  (and  how 
easily  may  men  call  this  stubbornness  and  stiffness  !)•  But 
this  they  receive  from  God,  as  well  as  the  law  of  obedience 
and  power  to  obey;  and  this  (which  men  call  stubbornness) 
flows  in  upon  them  from  him,  when  they  are  in  the  sweetest 
and  meekest  frame  of  spirit,  most  ready  to  deny  themselves, 
and  to  yield  up  their  own  wills  to  whatsoever  is  good  and 
righteous,  and  so  of  God. 

5.  The  same  thing  which  is  offended  at  this  unbended- 
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ncas  and  resolvednesB,  wkicb  is  wrought  and  preserved  in 
them  hy  the  fear  of  God  (calling  it,  by  way  of  reproach, 
Btifthess  and  stubborimeas);  I  say,  the  very  saiae  thing  will 
commend  that  resolution  and  stifiuess,  which  is  taken  up  in 
man's  wisdom,  and  held  in  man's  will.  Is  it  not  good  to 
weigh  and  consider  things  reasonably,  &ad  then  to  choose 
and  hold  fast  those  principles  which  appear  most  reason* 
able?  What  man,  but  will  say  it  is?  And  is  it  not  good  to 
obey  and  keep  to  that  light  which  is  higher  than  reason ; 
which  comprehends  reason,  rectifying  and  preserving  it, 
making  it  profitable  and  serviceable  to  God  who  made  it, 
to  the  vessel  in  which  it  is,  and  to  the  rest  of  the  creation? 
But  "wisdom  is  justified  of  her  children."  He  that  knows 
not  the  principle  of  the  eternal  light,  who  is  not  bom  of  it 
(much  less  by  unfeigned  obedience  and  subjection  formed 
into  it),  he  cannot  justify  it  in  his  paths;  but  he  justifies  the 
earthly  w^isdom  and  reason  of  man,  by  its  setting  up  ap- 
pearanees  of  goodj  instead  of  goody  and  would  make  all  ac- 
knowledge and  bow  to  them  as  good;  whereas  that  which  is 
indeed  acquainted  with  the  ffood^  living  in  the  principle 
thereof,  cannot  bow  to  the  false  appearance,  but  only  to  the 
truth  itself.  When  man's  spirit  and  wisdom  is  wearied  out 
of  all  its  paths,  and  he  broken  with  the  misery  which  will 
certainly  overtake  him  therein ;  at  last  the  path  of  Gk>d  will 
be  welcome  to  him,  and  that  principle  which,  through  the 
operation  of  God,  id  able  to  rectify  him  and  make  him 
happy. 

There  hath  long  been  a  peace  and  prosperity  throughout 
the  world  in  unrighteousness;  but  the  season  is  at  length 
come  for  the  breaking  thereof^  and  now  there  is  not  to  be 
such  a  settled,  false  peace  in  unrighteousness  any  longer: 
but  tribulation,  anguish,  and  destruction  are  coming  upon 
the  selfish  and  unjust  spirit;  and  he  tliat  refuseth  the  path 
of  righteousness,  must  not  know  peace,  but  be  overtaken 
with  the  overflowing  scourge,  and  swept  into  and  shut  up 
in  the  pit,  which  hath  long  been  digging  tor  the  wicked; 
Ptsa.  xciv.  13,  and  mark  this  thing  following,  ye  that 
would  not  find  yourselves  deceived  of  your  souls  hereafter, 
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nor  of  your  outward  peace  and  prosperity  here;  for  it 
deeply  concerns  both. 

The  Bpirii^of  the  Lord  once  raised  up  a  spiritual  build- 
ing, which  the  spirit  of  the  dragon  overturned  (as  to  its 
outward  state,  though  the  gates  of  hell  could  not  prevail 
against  the  being  and  inward  state  of  the  true  church)  and 
instead  thereof  set  up  an  earthly  image,  agreeable  to  the 
eartiily  spirit  in  nations,  but  burthensome  to  that  which  is 
innocent,  pure,  and  spiritual.  The  Lord  God  suffered  this 
to  stand  fdl  its  allotted  time,  and  to  have  power,  to  keep 
down  the  visibility  of  his  truth  and  people ;  but  the  Lord 
hath  appointed  a  season  to  raise  up  his  own  building  again, 
and  to  throw  down  this  image.  Now  this  I  say  to  all  men, 
in  the  feat  and  dread  of  the  Almighty,  stand  still  and  mark, 
if  all  the  power  of  man  be  able  to  keep  down  God's  spir- 
itual building  which  he  is  raising  up ;  or  to  keep  up  any 
part  of  the  earthly  image  which  he  is  throwing  down.  The 
spirit  of  man  (in  various  ways)  hath  shown  what  it  judgeth 
best  to  have  down,  and  to  have  up;  and  hath  put  forth  its 
strength  to  accomplish  its  will  and  counsel.  Stand  still  a 
while,  and  ye  shall  see,  that  the  spirit  of  the  Lord  will  also 
show  what  he  would  have  down,  and  what  he  would  have 
up ;  and  he  will  also  put  forth  his  strength,  to  accomplish 
his  will  and  counsel.  It  is  the  glory  and  honor  of  the  Lord 
to  carry  on  his  work  in  the  midst  of  all  the  oppositions  of 
man,  and  against  the  full  current  of  his  strength  and  will. 
This  will  make  it  to  appear  to  be  of  God,  and  cause  the 
gloiy  of  his  name  to  shine.  Oh  that  men  could  fear  the 
Lord,  and  bow  before  him,  that  he  might  be  honored  in 
them,  and  see  good  to  honor  them  in  the  carrying  on  of  his 
work,  and  so  might  not  be  forced  (through  their  liearkening 
to  the  dark  spirit,  and  because  of  their  ignorance  of,  and 
disobedience  to,  the  light  of  his  Spirit)  to  get  himself  a 
name,  by  overturning  their  strength  and  counsels,  and 
causing  his  glory  to  shine  over  them ! 

We  have  been  a  poor,  oppressed  people,  from  the  day 
that  the  power  of  the  Lord  broke  forth  upon  us,  and  hij< 
light  sprang  in  us, even  until  now:  and  now  we  are  brought 
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lower  than  ever,  and  are  in  greater  danger  (to  the  eye  of 
man)  than  ever.  Yet  oar  confidence  is  Btill  in  our  God;  and 
this  we  are  certain  of,  that  oar  principle  (and  practices 
therefrom)  shall  stand,  and  man  shall  not  be  able  to  prevail 
against  it;  for  God  will  preserve  his  people  in  his  life  and 
power,  and  the  heads  of  all  that  wait  apon  him  in  his  fear, 
shall  be  lifted  ap  above  all  the  swellings  of  the  waters;  vea, 
a  song  of  praise  is  already  prepared  in  the  heart  of  G()d's 
chosen,  against  the  day  of  his  deliverance.  We  look  not 
out,  but  give  up  our  backs  to  the  smiter,  as  if  their  strokes 
were  never  to  have  an  end;  and  yet  we  wait  on  our  God, 
and  hope  in  him,  as  if  deliverance  were  springing  up  eveiy 
moment.  And  oh  that  God  would  smite  the  spirit  of  en- 
mity and  darkness  in  men  and  powers!  And  then  there 
would  be  love,  peace,  pursuing  after  God  and  righteousness, 
and  no  more  persecuting  and  ernHmg  of  God's  people  for  the 
uprightness  of  their  hearts,  and  for  their  obedience  and 
fikithfulness  to  him.  But  be  it  known  throughout  all  the 
earth,  we  are  the  Lord's,  and  we  must  worship  and  serve 
him.  He  hath  redeemed  us  (even  all  of  us  in  some  measure, 
who  have  known  unity  with  his  living  truth)  in  soul,  in 
body,  and  spirit;  and  they  must  all  be  his  in  the  first  place, 
and  cannot  bow  to  man  in  the  least,  against  his  will,  or  con- 
trary to  the  law  of  his  pure  life,  and  leadings  of  his  Spirit 
in  the  heart  Here  is  our  standing,  in  the  strength  of  our 
God,  whatever  become  of  us.  And  here  we  stand  in  love 
and  good-will  to  mankind;  yea,  to  these  present  powers, 
however  they  judge  of  us;  and  have  been  praying  for  them, 
and  mourning  over  them,  while  they  have  been  smiting  of 
us.  And  when  they  have  drawn  the  hand  of  the  Lord  upon 
themselves,  if  the  Lord  shall  please  to  open  their  eyes  to 
see  what  we  have  been  towards  them,  and  how  fidn  we 
would  have  had  them  set  footing  there,  where  they  might 
have  stood  firm  and  have  been  preserved,  they  will  bewail 
as  much  their  dealings  with  us,  as  what  will  be&ll  them- 
selves. The  Lord  will  manifest  all  things  in  his  time,  and 
give  his  truth  a  passage  in  the  earth,  and  his  people  a  quiet 
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habitation  therein,  how  black  soever  the  face  of  things  now 
appears,  as  relating  to  them. 

Oh!  how  happy  will  the  day  he,  when  the  Lord  shall 
have  wrought  down  the  selfish  spirit  in  man,  and  shall  have 
raised  up  his  own  noble  and  equal  principle!  Tlieu  shall 
righteousness  spring  up  and  spread  abroad  throughout  the 
nations;  and  the  work  of  righteousness  shall  be  peace,  and 
the  eftect  of  righteousness  quietness  and  assurance  for  ever. 
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SOME 

I)  I  R  E  C  T  I  O  N  S 

TO  thp: 

PANTING    SOUL, 

Which  hath  long  been  travelling  in  the  Letter,  but  hath  not 
yet  been  acquainted  with  the  Power,  nor  hardly  so  much 
as  entered  into  the  Ministration  of  the  endless  Life  (which 
is  the  Ministration  of  the  Gospel),  that  it  may  feel  the 
Spring,  and  come  to  drink  there  of  the  living  Waters. 

*'CoMK  unto  me,  all  ye  that  labor,  and  are  heavy  laden, 
and  I  will  give  you  rest.  Take  my  yoke  upon  you,  and  learn 
of  me,  for  I  am  meek  and  lowly  in  heart,  and  ye  shall  find 
rest  unto  your  souls;  for  my  yoke  is  easy,  and  my  burden 
is  light/'  Mat.  xi.  28,  29,  30.  ' 

Some  sweet  meditations  sprang  in  my  heart  concerning 
this  portion  of  scripture;  with  breathings  of  spirit  for,  and 
rollings  of  bowels  towards,  those  "  that  labor  and  are  heavy 
laden,"  which  I  find  drawings  to  communicate. 

1.  In  the  gospel  (which  is  ''the  power  of  God  unto  salva- 
tion") is  the  souVs  rest.  It  is  the  doctrine  of  the  kingdom, 
wherein  is  life,  joy,  peace,  and  everlasting  I'^st  to  the  soul 
in  God.  The  law  had  the  shadow  of  the  good  tilings  to 
come;  but  under  it  was  not  the  possession*  of  the  good 
things  themselves,  but  only  a  laboring  after  them,  and  a 
mourning  and  load  because  of  the  want  of  them:  but  in  the 
gospel  is  the  sulistiince,  the  enjoyment;  life  and  immor- 
tality are  there  brought  to  light,  and  an  entrance  minis- 
tered into  the  everlat^ting  kingdom,  wliere  they  are  felt, 
jxwsessed,  and  enjoyed.  "The  kingdon\  of  heaven  is  at 
band,"  saith  the  forerunner;  It  it»come,  wiith  the  Messiah; 
Vol.  IL—  19 


218  TH*  WOBKS  OP 

and  iu  it  there  is  righteousuess,  and  peace,  and  joy  in  the 
pure  spirit  of  life. 

2.  It  is  the  will  of  ike  King  of  saints  tliat  his  people  shoaUl  en- 
joy  the  rest  and  peexe  of  his  gospel.  lie  would  not  have  them 
always  laboring  and  heavy  laden,  as  under  the  law;  but 
he  would  have  their  souls  feel  and  enjoy  the  ease,  the  lib- 
oi*ty,  the  sweetness,  the  pure  power  and  eternal  rest  of  his 
life.  The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  was  upon  him  to  preach  glad 
tidings  to  the  meek,  liberty  to  the  captives,  life  to  the  dead, 
the  opening  of  the  prison  to  the  prisoner  of  hope,  the  bind- 
ing-up  of  the  broken-hearted,  the  pouring  in  of  oil  upon 
the  wounded:  and  he  would  have  the  souls  of  hia  people 
enjoy  that  which  he  came  to  bring  them. 

3.  Christ  hath  plainly  chalked  out  the  path  of  his  rest  to  every 
weary,  jkmiing  soul,  which  he  that  walketh  in  cannot  miss  of.  He 
hath  cast  upy  cast  up;  he  hath  made  the  xoay  plain  in  the  gos-' 
pel,  so  plain,  that  the  way-faring  man,  though  a  fool,  yet 
keeping  to  the  light  of  the  gospel,  cannot  err  therein,  or 
miss  of  the  blessed  rest  thereof.  How  is  it?  Why  "come 
unto  me;  take  my  yoke  upon  you  and  learn  of  me."  He 
that  walketh  in  this  path  cannot  miss  of  it:  the  rest  is  at 
the  end  of  it,  nay,  the  rest  is  in  it:  "he  that  believeth  en- 
tereth  into  the  rest.*'  The  true  feith,  the  faith  which  stands 
in  the  power,  and  which  is  given  to  the  birth  which  is  born 
from  above,  is  the  substance  of  the  rgst  hoped  for,  and  there 
is  a  true  taste  and  some  enjoyment  of  it  given  to  him  that 
truly  believeth. 

4.  Tlie  rest  was  once  felt  aiul  enjoyed^  when  the  gospel  was 
knoivn  in  power.  Believera,  in  the  first  day  of  the  gospel, 
before  the  night  overtook  that  glorious  dispensation,  found 
"peace  and  joy  in  believing;"  yea,  they  could  rejoice  in 
the  Lord  always.  They  felt  the  power  and  the  life,  which 
stood  over  all  the  powers  of  darkness,  and  brought  good  to 
them  out  of  every  affliction,  and  out  of  every  temptation, 
and  out  of  every  distress :  so  that  they  standing  in  the  life, 
and  in  the  power  which  had  quickened  them,  and  was  pres- 
ent with  th^n,  they  could  "count  it  all  joy  when  they  fell 
into  manifold  temptatioaai"  knowing  the  advantage  whieh 
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wovtld  acerae  to  ihmn  thereby,  and  poMeming  their  soals 
in  the  pure  patience,  till  God  wrought  it  ont  for  them. 
They  had  an  entrance  ministered  to  them  into  the  everlast- 
ing kingdom:  they  received  the  kingdom  which  conld  not 
be  shaken,  and  in  it  had  fellowship  with  tlie  Father,  and 
with  the  Son,  and  in  the  eternal  light  the  blood  ran  in  their 
vessels,  which  cleansed  them,  and  kept  them  pure;  and 
they  sat  down  with  (/hrist  in  the  heavenly  places,  even 
every  one  in  the  particular  mansion' which  God  had  built 
in  them  by  his  Spirit.  The  fear  of  the  living  God  was  put 
in  their  hearts;  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  was  within  them, 
and  there  his  law  was  written,  and  read  in  the  Spirit,  and 
the  treasures  of  his  kingdom  were  opened  by  the  kc}'  of 
David  in  the  hand  of  the  /Spirit,  and  tlioir  souls  had  tnie 
satisfaction  and  rest  in  moiisurc,  and  wore  travelling  on 
towards  the  fulness. 

5.  Inhere  is  vo  rrsf  fo  the  soul  fo  he  enjoi/ed  in  the  ffospel  from 
imder  the  yoke.  This  stands  etenially:  that  which  yokes 
down  that  which  would  heat  ease  and  liberty  out  of  the 
life,  that  is  the  soul's  true  rest;  there  is  no  other:  and  un- 
der the  yoke  it  is  enjoyed,  and  not  otherwise;  only  when 
that  which  is  to  he  yoked  down  is  consumed  and  destroyed, 
it  is  then  no  longer  a  yoke,  but  ]>erfei»t  liberty.  But  the 
same  thing  which  is  the  lil)ei*ty  is  the  yoke:  and  under  the 
yoke,  the  sweetness,  the  ease,  the  lightsomeness,  the  safe 
possession  of  the  life  is  enjoyed.  Mark  this  therefore  dili- 
gently: the  yoke  is  not  one  thing,  and  the  liberty  another; 
but  one  and  the  same.  The  power  of  God,  the  life  ever- 
lasting, the  pure  light,  the  divine  nature,  is  a  yoke  to  the 
transgressing  nature;  but  it  is  the  ease,  the  plea<^ure,  the 
rest,  the  peace,  the  joy,  the  natural  centre  of  that  which  is 
bom  of  God. 

Xow  to  the  soul  that  hath  felt  breathings  towards  the 
Lor<l  formerly,  and  in  whom  there  are  yet  any  true  breath- 
iugR  left  after  his  living  |wesence,  and  after  the  feeling  of 
liis  eternal  virtue  in  the  heart,  I  have  this  to  say:  Where 
art  thou?    Art  thou  in  thy  soul's  rest?    Dost  thou  feel  the 
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virtue  and  power  of  the  gospel?  Boat  thou  feel  the  eftse 
wliich  comes  from  the  living  arm,  to  the  heart  which  is 
joined  to  it  in  the  light  of  the  go«pel?  In  thy  laboring  for 
life  in  a  good  degree  at  an  endV  And  dost  thou  feel  the 
life  and  power  flowing  in  upon  thee  from  the  free  fountain? 
Is  the  load  really  taken  off  from  tliy  back?  Dost  thou  find 
the  captive  redeemed  and  set  free  from  the  power  of  sin, 
and  the  captivity  broken,  and  he  which  led  thee  captive 
from  the  Hie  and  from  the  eternal  ]>ower,  now  led  captive 
by  the  life,  and  by  the  redeeming  power,  which  is  eternal  ? 
ITast  thou  found  this,  or  hast  thou  missed  of  it?  Let  thine 
heart  answer.  Ah  !  do  not  imagine  and  talk  away  the  rest 
and  salvation  of  thy  soul.  The  gospel  state  is  a  state  of 
substance,  a  state  of  enjoying  the  life,  a  sUite  of  feeling  the 
l>resence  and  power  of  the  Lord  in  his  pure,  holy  Spirit,  a 
state  of  binding-up,  a  state  of  healing,  a  state  of  knowing 
the  Lord,  and  walking  with  him  in  the  liirht  of  his  own 
^Spirit.  It  begins  in  a  sweet,  powerful  touch  of  life,  and 
there  is  a  growth  in  the  life  (in  the  power,  in  the  divine  vir- 
tue, in  the  rest,  peace,  and  satisfaction  of  the  soul  in  God) 
to  be  administered  and  waited  for  daily.  Now  art  thou 
here,  in  the  living  power,  in  the  divine  life,  joined  to  the 
spring  of  life,  drawing  water  of  life  out  of  the  well  of  life 
with  joy?  Or  art  thou  dry,  dead,  barren,  sapless,  or  at  best 
but  misatisiiedly  mourning  after  what  thou  w^antest? 

Well,  ye  that  are  dry,  dead,  barren,  as  it  were  without 
the  living  God  (that  know  not  the  shining  of  his  sun,  nor 
the  dcvsceiuling  of  his  dews  from  on  high  on  his  tender 
plants,  nor  the  care,  diligence,  and  circumspection  of  the 
husbandman  over  his  husbandry),  oh  I  wait  for  the  quicken- 
virtue,  for  the  visitations  of  the  day-Hi>ring  from  on  high! 
that  ye  may  be  (luickened  again  to  (iod,  that  ye  may  find 
his  life  visiting  you,  his  Spirit  breathing  upon  you,  that  the 
seed  of  Jacob  may  be  raised  in  you  to  travel  out  of  tlnfe  bar- 
ren state,  even  out  of  this  land  of  darkness,  and  from  under 
the  shadow  of  death,  to  the  land  where  life  lives  and  flour- 
ishes, and  daily  distributeth  plentiful  nourishment  and  re- 
freshment to  all  its  offepring,  who  are  taught  to  wait  tor  it, 
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and  to  feed  on  it  in  the  holy  place,  out  of  the  sight  of  the 
eye  of  the  fleshly  wisdom. 

And  ye  who  are  still  gasping  after  the  living  God,  on 
whom  the  breathings  of  life  still  abide;  who  remain  unsat* 
i.sfied  inwardly  for  want  of  the  presence  of  the  Lord,  and 
whose  hearts  still  mourn  and  lament  deeply  after  him,  oh ! 
consider  what  is  the  matter,  that  ye  have  mourned  so  long, 
and  souglit  so  long,  and  j^et  to  this  day  are  at  a  distance 
from  the  thing  ye  have  mourned  for  and  sought  after. 

''Strait  is  the  gate,  narrow  is  the  way,  that  Icadeth  unto 
lite,  and  few  there  be  that  find  it/'  The  way  of  unbelief  is 
liroad,  yea,  the  way  of  belief  is  broud  also.  It  is  easy  for  a 
man  so  to  believe  concerning  Christ,  or  in  Christ,  (as  his 
heart  may  call  it)  as  to  miss  of  the  nature  of  the  true  fiiith, 
and  of  the  sweet  and  blessed  efteets  which  accompany  it. 
It  is  easy  likewise  to  miss  the  yoke,  (to  take  up  a  wrong  yoke, 
in  the  self-will,  self-wisdom,  self-interpretiition  of  script- 
u»es)  or  easy  starting  aside  from  the  true  yoke ;  but  it  !?< 
liard  coming  under  the  j'oke  of  the  life,  and  haixl  abiding 
under  it.  Again,  it  is  easy  mislearning;  a  man  may  so 
read,  and  so  hear,  as  that  he  may  be  always  learning,  and 
never  come  to  tlie  knowledge  of  the  truth;  never  come  to 
the  truth  as  it  is  received  and  held  in  Jesus;  but  may  so 
get  and  hold  the  knowledge  of  the  truth,  as  man  in  his  wis- 
dom may  get  and  hold  it  from  the  letter.  And  if  a  man 
thus  miss  the  way,  how  can  he  attain  the  end?  If  a  man 
begin  not  in  the  true  faith,  in  the  living  faith,  how  can  he 
uttain  the  rest  which  the  true  faith  alone  leads  toV  If  a 
man  miss  of  the  yoke,  or  abide  not  constantly  under  the 
yoke,  how  can  he  meet  with  the  true  ease  and  rest  which  is 
in  it,  and  which  it  alone  can  administer?  If  a  man  learn 
not  the  truth  aright  of  the  true  teachiU',  how  can  he  ever 
reap  the  ettects  of  the  true  knowledge  ?  Al^  poor  hearts ! 
it  is  not  enough  to  have  breathings  after  God,  nor  to  be  very 
(liligeHt  and  industrious,  either  in  outward  ordinances,  or 
inward  exereises  of  sf^irk;  but  the  way  of  the  gospel  must 
be  cast  np  hf  God^  aad  tbe  will  led  iato  it-hj  him,«&d  daily 
preserved  by  him,  and  must  walk  in  the  path  which  is 
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proper  for  it  to  walk  in,  or  it  may  mourn  ami  ciy  all  its 
days,  and  never  meet  witli  that  enjoyment  of  (to<1,  and  sat- 
irtfaetion  in  God,  which  it  waits  for,  and  cries  after.  Tt  is 
(me  thing  to  monni  after  a  gospel-state,  hut  another  tliintr 
to  be  brought  into  it  by  the  power.  Witli  my  heart  I  own 
tho^^e.that  mourn  after,  and  feel  the  want  of,  God,  wherever 
they  are;  but  this  I  know  certainly,  that  they  can  never 
come  to  the  enjoyment  of  him,  but  in  that  livhig  ])ath 
which  the  Scripture!*  testify  of  to  be  in  him  who  is  the  life, 
and  whidi  hisSinrit  is  now  found  nninifestly  leading  into. 
J Messed  be  his  name! 

Quest.  But  how  may  my  poor  soul,  who  have  long 
mourned,  and  groaned,  and  been  sick  of  love  after  ujy  be- 
loved, but  could  never  attain  to  the  satisfactory  enjoyment 
nf'liim,  ciMue  to  walk  in  his  path,  that  so  1  may  meet  witli, 
ami  lie  down  in,  the  power  of  life  and  salvation  which  the 
gosjiel  Imlds  forth  to  the  true  believer,  and  which  I  have 
been  long  sen6il>le  of  the  deep  want  of?  • 

Ans.  Thou  that  wouldst  enjoy  thy  beloved,  and  feel  the 
rest  of  his  gospel,  and  walk  in  that  ]>ath  which  leads  there- 
to, wait  to  learn  of  the  Spirit  these  things  following: 

1.  Know  what  it  is  that  is  to  walk  in  the  path  of  life,  and 
indeed  is  alone  capable  of  walking  therein.  It  is  that  which 
groans,  and  which  mourns;  that  whieh  is  begotten  of  God 
in  thee.  The  imth  of  life  is  tor  the  seed  of  life.  The  true 
knowledge  of  the  way,  with  the  walking  in  the  way,  is  re- 
served for  (bnl's  child, — for  (lod's  traveller.  Therefore  keep 
in  the  regeneration, keep  in  tin*  birth:  be  no  more  than  God 
hath  made  thee.  Give  over  thine  own  willing;  give  over 
thine  own  running;  give  over  thine  own  desiring  to  know 
or  to  be  any  thing,  and  sink  down  to  the  seed  which  (tod 
sows  in  the  heart,  aiwl  let  that  grow  in  thee,  and  be  in  tliee, 
and  breathe  in  thee,  and  act  in  thee,  aiid  thou  »halt  find  by 
sweet  experience  that  tlie  Lortl  knows  that,  and  loveH  and 
owns  tliat,  and  will  lead  it  to  the  inhcritaiiee  of  lifo,  whieh 
is  his  portion.  And  tm  thou  tBke«t  ap  the  cross  to  thyself; 
and  8uffere«t  tiutt  to  OTerspreMl  4Mid  become  a  yoke  over 


ISAAC  PENINGTON.  223 

thee,  thou  ahalt  become  renewed,  and  enjoy  life,  and  the 
the  everlasting  inheritance  in  that. 

2.  Know  in  what  light  it  is  to  walk,  which  is  in  the  light  of 
the  Spirit.  There  the  child  is  begotten  (not  in  Satan's  dark- 
ness, or  highest  transformings  into  the  likeuq^s  of  light, 
which  is  but  (.Uirkness ;  nor  in  the  light  of  man's  wisdom, 
searching  knowledge,  or  comprehension),  and  there  it  walks ; 
in  that  light  it  fetehetli  every  step  and  motion  towards  the 
Umd  of  life ;  therefore  hold  no  knowledge  out  of  the  Spirit. 
If  any  knowledge  concerning  the  things  of  God  be  held  out 
of  the  frcshnesH  of  the  Spirit,  it  presently  proves  dead  and 
unprofitable.  The  spiritual  Israel  cannot  travel  without  a 
spiritual  light:  which  light  is  eternal  and  incomprehensible, 
and  cannot  be  held  l>y  man's  spirit,  but  shineth  fresh  in  the 
renewed  spirit  every  day,  and  so  is  daily  gathering  it  more 
and  more  inwanl  into  itself,  coinjirehending  it  in  itself,  and 
j)i*escrving  it  in  its  own  purity,  clearness,  .and  brightness. 
Oh  I  this  is  it  hath  undone  numy,  even  catching  at  light 
from  the  Spirit,  transi>lanting  the  image  of  divine  things 
into  the  earthly  principle,  and  there  holding  of  them  in  the 
earthly  piirt,  growing  wise  by  them  there,  and  making  use 
of  them  from  theni'c  as  nuui  sees  good,  and  not  seeing  a  ne- 
cessity of  depending  on  the  Spirit  for  fresh  light  and  life 
every  day  to  vvvvy  spiritual  motion.  Thus  the  traveller 
soon  comes  to  lose  the  true  path,  and  instead  thereof  trav- 
els on  in  a  road  of  his  own  wisdom's  forming:  and  so 
thongli  he  seems  to  liimself  to  nuike  a  large  jirogress,  yet 
makes  no  true  progress  at  all,  but  is  exceedingly  run  out 
Jiside  in  a  by-way  j  all  which  ground  he  must  traveree  back 
again,  ere  he  can  come  to  the  truth  of  liis  former  state,  or 
proceed  in  the  true  travel. 

8.  Know  and  keej)  to  the  power,  which  alone  began  any 
true  w^ork  in  the  heart,  which  alone  can  presen'C  it,  and 
which  alone  can  carry  it  on.  (Christ  was  niade  a  priest,  iwf 
nfUr  f/tf  faw  of  a  mnttrl  oowmavdrnti^t^  hut  afier  Ihe.  power  of 
110  eiiilfri<>*  f'tfe:  and  every  «a<rri(Scer  nnder  liim  (M'Wch  every 
tnie  belk^ver  Is)  is  .•♦o  miifle  hy  the  Batiie  powvn  The  pow- 
ew  of  «1  irkness  nnp  coiitinnally  nt  kand^  wTiieh  iiothiii)^  i-an 
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staud  its  ground  agaiust  (much  less  walk  ou  safely)  without 
being  in  that  power  which  is  above  them.  The  first  coming 
to  Christ  must  be  in  the  power  of  the  Father's  drawing: 
and  no  believuig  afterwards  is  of  the  true  nature,  nor  will 
avail  the  soul  in  its  progress  and  travel  towards  life,  but 
what  abides  in,  and  gocth  forth  in  the  same  power.  So  the 
taking  up  the  yoke,  and  drawing  in  it,  must  be  by  the 
l)Owcr  of  the  new  life;  and  so  must  the  disciple's  learning 
be.  As  the  master  teacheth  in  the  power  of  the  Spirit  the 
things  which  alone  can  be  seen  with  the  new  eye,  heard 
with  the  new  ear,  and  received  into  the  new  heart;  so  the 
scholar  must  learn  and  receive  his  lessons  of  life  in  the 
same  power.  Let  any  disciple  of  Christ  be  from  under  the 
shadow  of  the  power,  believe  out  of  the  power,  walk  out  of 
the  power,  act  out  of  the  power,  he  is  from  that  wherein 
his  life  stands^,  and  wherein  alone  is  his  preservation;  and 
'  ah!  how  liable  is  he  then  to  falls,  bruises,  snares,  and  temp- 
tations of  the  enemy. 

4.  AVateh  against  the  seltish  ,wisdom,  in  every  step  of  thy 
growth,  and  in  every  spiritual  motion,  that  that  come  not 
between  thee  and  thy  life;  that  that  deceive  thee  not  with 
u  likeness,  a  shadow,  making  it  appear  more  pleasing  to  the 
eye  than  the  substance,  livery  step  of  thy  way  it  will  be 
laying  l)aits  for  thee;  and  it  is  easy  for  deceit  to  enter  thee 
at  any  time,  and  for  that  wisdom  to  get  up  in  thee  under  an 
appearance  of  spiritual  wisdom,  unless  the  Lord  tenderly 
and  j)owerfiilly  preserve  thee:  and  if  it  prevail,  it  will  lead 
tlioi'  tVoin  the  path  of  the  true  wisdom;  it  will  cozen  thee 
with  a  false  faith,  instead  of  the  true  fahh;  with  false  pmy- 
iiii;\  iiiJ^tead  of  the  breathings  of  the  true  child;  with  dili- 
gence and  zeal  in  thy  false  way,  instead  of  the  true  zeal  and 
diligence;  yea,  it  will  hurry  thee  on  in  the  path  of  error, 
shutting  that  eye  in  thee  which  should  see,  and  hardening 
thine  lieart  against  thy  bosom  friend.  And  being  thus  de- 
ceived, thou  mayest  be  as  zealous  in  thy  age  and  generation 
agaiui»t  the  truth,  as  the  Jews  were  in  theirs:  and  as  cer- 
tainly as  they  put  Christ  to  deatli,  and  persecuted  kiB  apos- 
tlea^  though  they  cried  n§  the  forio^r  pro{^et^  b<i  cartaiiiiy 
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thou,  under  tVim  deceit,  eanst  not  bnt  act  af^ainst  die  present 
dispeueation  and  appearance  of  (/hrist'H  Spirit,  and  would 
pereeiiute  cither  the  prophets,  apostles,  or  Christ  himself, 
were  it  their  present  day  now  so  to  appear  as  formerly  they 
did. 

o.  Let  nothing  judi^c  in  thee  (concerning  thine  own  heart, 
or  concerning  otliern,  or  concerning  any  way  or  truth  of 
(iod)  hut  only  the  begotten  of  God  in  the  heart.  Let  the 
light  in  which  thou  art  begotten  to  God,  and  which  shines 
tipon  his  begotten,  be  the  only  judge  in  thee,  and  then  thou 
oan!?t  not  err  in  judgment.  Be  not  hasty,  be  not  foi-ward  in 
judgment;  keep  back  to  the  life,  still  waiting  for  the  ajK 
jiearance  and  ojienings  of  the  life.  A  few  Steps  fetched  in 
tlic  life  and  power  of  God  are  much  safer  and  sweeter  than 
a  hasty  progress  in  the  ha.s ty,  forward  spirit. 

Indeed  this  is  the  true  religion,  to  feel  God  beginning 
the  work,  and  to  wait  on  him  for  liis  carrying  it  on.  The 
feeling  of  God's  8i)irit  beginning  somewhat  in  the  heart, 
the  heart's  waiting  on  him  for  more  of  his  Spirit,  and  walk- 
ing on  with  him  in  his  Spirit,  as  he  pleaseth  to  quicken, 
lead,  draw,  and  strengthen;  this  is  the  spiritual  and  true 
religion;  and  there  is  no  duty  or  ordinance  of  the  gospel 
out  of  the  Spirit;  but  it  is  easy  crying  up  and  obsemng 
the  likeness  of  any  of  them  out  of  the  Spirit,  into  which  ob- 
servance a  strange  siiirit  easily  enters;  and  then  that  which 
was  of  God  in  the  heart  soon  withers,  and  a  contrarj'  build- 
ing is  raised,  and  the  state  of  the  lieart  changed.  'Oh!  wait 
on  the  Lord,  that  he  may  give  you  to  understand  these 
things;  for  the  apo8taj?y  from  God  is  very  deep,  and  more 
provoking  among  the  Protestants  than  among  the  Papists, 
yea,  most  of  all  provoking  whore  it  is  most  inward  and 
spiritual. 

Quest.  But  how  may  I  know  and  keep  to  the  begotten  of 
God,  and  to  the  light  and  power  of  the  Lord,  and  keep 
down  the  fleshly  wisdom  and  comprehension  concerning 
the  things  of  God? 

Au8.  When  God  begets  life  in  the  heart,  there  is  a  savor 
of  it  in  thy  vessel,  and  a  secret,  living  warmth  and  virtue, 
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whicb  the  heart  in  emne  meMOre  IMs,  whereby  it  ie  known. 
Lie  low  in  the  fear  of  the  Most  High,  that  this  leaven  may 
grow  and  increase  in  thee.  This  is  the  leaven  of  the  king- 
dom; this  is  it  which  must  change  thy  heart  and  nature, 
and  make  thy  vessel  (which  perhaps  hath  been  long  and 
much  corrupted)  fit  to  receive  the  treasure  of  the  kingdom. 
Now  while  the  savon  is  upon  thee,  while  the  virtue  of  the 
life  is  fresh  in  thee,  thou  findest  some  strength  towards 
God,  with  some  little  taste  and  discerning  of  the  things  of 
his  kingdom.  Know  thy  weakneps,  and  go  not  beyond  thy 
measure;  but  in  what  thou  ha^t  received  bow  before  the 
fulness,  worship  God  in  that,  and  be  patient  in  what  he  ex- 
ercises thee  withal,  waiting  for  more  from  him.  And  when 
the  night  comes  upon  thee,  and  thou  perhaps  art  at  a  loss, 
missing  the  savor  and  presence  of  the  life,  and  not  know- 
ing how  to  come  by  it  again,  be  patient  and  still,  and  thou 
wilt  find  breathings  after  a  fresh,  visitation,  and  a  meek, 
humble,  broken  spirit  before  the  Lord.  Thou  wilt  see  thou 
canst  do  nothing  to  recover  his  presence  again ;  nay,  thou 
canst  not  so  much  as  wait  for  him,  or  breathe  after  him, 
without  his  help;  but  he  is  nigh  to  the  poor,  nigh  to  the 
broken,  nigh  to  the  distressed,  nigh  to  the  helpless.  Oh  I 
do  not,  with  tliy  fleshly  cries  and  roarings,  think  to  awaken 
thy  beloved  before  his  season;  hut  in  the  night  of  distress, 
feel  after  somewhat  which  may  (juiet  and  stay  thy  heart  till 
the  next  springing  of  the  day.  The  sun  will  arise,  which 
will  scatter  the  clouds;  and  he  is  near  thee  who  will  give 
thee  to  hope  that  thcni  shalt  yet  see  God,  and  find  again  the 
quickenings  and  leadings  of  his  Spirit.  And  in  the  day  of 
his  power  thou  wilt  find  strength  to  walk  with  him;  yea,  in 
in  the  day  of  thy  weakness  his  gaaee  will  be  sufiicient  for 
thee;  and  he  will  nurture  thee  uj)  in  his  life  by  his  pure 
Spirit,  eansing  thee  to  grow  under  his  shadow;  and  he  will 
be  teaching  thee  to  live,  and  to  speak,  and  to  move  and  act 
from  the  principle,  and  within  the  comi)ass  of  his  light  and 
life  eternal.  Only  be  not  wise  to  cat<*h  the  notion  of 
things  into  the  earthly  part,  where  the  moth  can  corrupt, 
and  where  the  thief  can  break  thmugh   and   steal ;   but 
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know  the  diviue  treasury,  where  all  the  things  of  life  are 
treasured  up  by  the  Spirit,  aud  hauded  forth  to  the  living 
child  witl^  fresh  life,  according  to  its  need  of  them.  And 
thus  thy  heart  being  kept  close  to  God,  and  thy  spiritual 
senses  continually  exercised  about  the  things  of  God,  it  will 
be  easy  to  thee  to  know  the  shepherd's  voice,  and  to  dis- 
tingaish  the  sound  of  the  Spirit  in  tj^iine  own  heart:  and 
that  which  tries  spirits  and  motions  in  thine  own  heart,  will 
also  give  thee  the  discerning  of  truth  and  error  abroad,  even 
of  the  Spirit  of  God,  and  the  spirit  of  Satan  in  others ;  so 
that  thou  wilt  be  able  to  try  not  only  words,  but  spirits,  be- 
coming acquainted  with  the  anointing,  which  savors  all 
things,  and  will  give  thee  to  judge,  not  by  the  words,  but 
by  the  power:  for  thou  thyself  being  in  the  power,  in  the 
anointing,  in  the  savor,  it  will  become  natural  to  thee  to 
feel,  to  taste,  to  knowf  and  unite  with  what  is  one  with 
thy  life,  what  comes  fi*om  the  same  spirit  in  others,  and  to 
turn  from  the  contrar5\  Aud  thus  thy  life,  thy  growth,  thy 
path  will  be  sweet,  safe,  clear,  certain,  demonstrative  in  the 
Spirit  and  past  all  reasonings  of  flesh  and  blood,  either  in 
thyself  or  others.  The  beginning  of  life  eternal  is  in  a 
higher  principle  than  man  can  come  at.  Man's  wisdom  and 
knowledge  of  the  things  of  God  is  but  brutish  before  it. 
As  thou  coment  into  that  principle,  abidest  and  growest  in 
tliat  principle,  thou  art  beyond  man's  judgment,  and  art 
able  to  judge  man,  and  fathom  his  whole  course  as  with  a 
span ;  but  art  quite  out  of  his  reach  in  the  lowest  of  thy  mo- 
tions, thoughts,  or  actions ;  I  mean  such  as  flow  from,  and 
are  comprehended  in,  the  life. 

ISAAC  PENINGTON  the  Younoeb. 
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CONCBRNINC;   TUE 


WORSHIP   OF    THE    LIVING   GOD, 

WHU'lI  HK  TEACHKTII  ISHAKL,  HIS  I'KOI'LK. 


WHO    KNOW    HIM    TO    BK   TUC   ONLY   TRUE   r?OI),    AXD    THE   WoU- 

gHIP   WHICH    HE   TEACHETH    THEM,    TO    HE   THE   ONLY 

TRUE,    SPIRITUAL   WORSHIP. 

WITH  fJUME  QUKMTIONS  AND  ANSWKRS  nKLATIKO  TO  CONVKRSinN. 
ANU  TO  TKMH:KNKss  UK  roNSCIKNCH. 


Because  the  tnoi\'<h}p  af  Go<(  is  a  \v(m j:Iity  tliinp:,  and  thero 
iiave  lieeri  (aiul  still  arc)  so  iiiaii}-  orn)r.s  about  it,  and  tlio  er- 
rors therein  are  of  sm-li  danp^orons  coTisecpieiieo,  })oth  in  re- 
lation to  men's  eternal  estate  liereafter,  and  to  tlieir  riglit 
constitution,  peace,  and  welliire  in  tliis  world;  and  hecanne 
i  have  had  deep  experience  concerning  tlie  trorship  of  (rurl 
tVoin  a  child,  having  travelled  in  spirit  with  my  G(xl  for  the 
right  knowledge  thereof,  and  in  singleness  of  Ift^art  giving 
Tip  unto  him,  according  as  he  hath  taught  and  KkI  my  jjoor, 
needy,  depending  soul;  I  say,  t]ierelx>re  is  it  on  my  heart, 
to  answer  some  few  questions  concenjing  the  (corship  of  Gody 
tor  the  service  of  such  us  both  de-^ire  and  need  instruction 
therein. 

Quest.  1.  Who  is  the  wors]iii>[>er,  the  acceptable  woi'sliip- 
perin  the  sight  of  God?  Or  whom  luith  God  chosen  out, 
to  hold  forth  his  worship  in  the  sight  of  tlie  world,  since  he 
rejected  the  Jew«  with  their  woi>*hip? 

That  God  hath  ai)pointedii  chosen  ])eople  to  worship  him, 
that  I  presuppose;  though,  if  need  were,  the  proof  thereof 
laiirht  be  ready  at  hand.  It  is  not  every  man  that  would 
thrust  himself  upon  the  Loi-d,  whom  the  Lord  will  accept : 
but  "the  Father  sceketh  such  to  worship  liim/'  John  iv.  23. 
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There  is  a  capacity  to  be  found  in  man,  to  make  him  awor- 
diipper;  even  Bach  a  capacity,  as  may  enable  him  to  per- 
form that  worship  which  God  requireth  of  him.  Now  this 
is  tiie  thing  to  be  inquired  into;  What  this  capacity  is,  and 
who  are  the  persons  that  are  found  in  this  capacity? 

Ans.  The  worshipper  in  the  times  of  the  gospel,  the  wor- 
shipper under  the  New  Testament,  is  ^^he  that  is  born  of 
God."  He  that  is  drawn  out  of  the  dark  spirit  of  this 
world,  and  formed  anew  in  the  light  of  God's  Spirit.  He 
that  is  a  Jew  inward,  he  that  hath  the  uncircumcision  of 
his  heart  cut  off  by  the  power  of  God ;  this  is  the  worship- 
per, whom  "the  Father  seeks  to  worship  him."  This  is 
the  sort  of  worshippers  God  chose,  when  he  cast  off  the 
Jews.  God  did  not  choose  any  one  nation,  or  many  na- 
tions, instead  of  that  one  which  he  cast  off';  but  he  sent  his 
apostles  and  ministers  among  all  nations,  to  gather  a  spir- 
itual seed,  instead  of  the  natural.  And  these  alone  are  ca- 
pable of  setting  up,  and  holding  forth,  his  spiritual  worship 
unto  the  world,  and  to  provoke  them  to  wait  for,  and  press 
towards,  the  capacity  of  coming  into  the  same  spiritual  wor- 
ship with  them. 

Quest.  2.  Which  is  the  place  of  worahip? 

Ans.  The  only  place  of  worship  in  the  New-Testament, 
is  where  the  spiritual  worshippers  meet  together.  Thef 
place  is  spiritual.  As  the  worship  is  spiritual,  so  is  the 
place  where  it  is  to  be  offered.  It  hath  a  spiritual  consid- 
eration ;  not  outward,  as  under  the  law.  It  is  to  be  offered 
in  the  Spirit;  that  is  the  place.  Where  doth  my  soul  offer 
its  private  worship  to  God?  Hath  it  relation  to  any  out- 
ward place  ?  Or  is  it  in  the  building  which  God  hath  reared 
up  in  my  heart  by  his  Spirit?  Which  building  stands  in, 
and  is  comprehended  in,  his  Spirit.  And  I  can  offer  his 
public  worship  in  no  other  place,  but  in  a  building  of  the 
same  nature,  in  a  house  built  of  moite  of  the  same  stones. 
This  then  is  the  way  of  worshipping  in  the  true  Light;  di- 
vers living  stones  meeting  together,  every  cme  retiring  in 
spirit  into  the  living  name,  into  the  power  which  begat 
them,  they  all  meet  in  one  and  the  same  place,  ia  one  and 
Vol-  IL—  20 
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the  ftnoie  power,  in  one  and  the  same  foaiittiin  of  Life ;  and 
here  they  bow  down  to  the  Father  of  life,  ottering  up  living 
Haorilices  to  him,  and  receiving  the  bread  a^d  water  of  life 
from  him,  and  feeding  in  tlie  rich  pastures  of  his  infinite 
fulness.  In  the  holy  city,  iu  tlie  living  temple  whieh  is 
built  by  God,  of  the  stone  which  all  other  builders  refbse, 
is  the  place  of  the  ^rorehip  of  the  living  God,  where  the  true 
Jews  meet  to  oifer  up  their  spirits,  souls,  and  bodies,  a  liv- 
ing sacrifice  to  the  Father  of  life;  and  where  they  meet 
with  such  a  glorious  presence  and  power  of  the  Father,  as 
none  but  the  true  Jews  were  ever  acquainted  with. 

Cjuest.  3.  What  is  the  worship,  or  what  are  the  sacrifices, 
which  the  true  worshippers  otter  up  to  Qod  in  this  holy 
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Ans.  The  gifts  of  his  Spirit.  These  they  offer  up,  and 
nothing  else.  The  breathings  which  the  Father  gives  into 
the  heart  of  the  child,  they  are  breathed  back  unto  him  in 
the  same  spirit  of  life;  in  the  living  sense,  in  the  quicken- 
ing power.  Nothing  of  man's  wisdom,  nothing  of  man's 
invention,  nothing  according  to  man's  will,  nothing  that 
would  please  the  flesh,  or  seem  glorious  in  its  eye,  is  offered 
up  here;  but  the  exhortations,  or  directions,  or  reproofis 
that  spring  up  in  God's  light,  in  God's  wisdom,  they  are 
given  forth  in  the  leadings,  and  by  the  guidance  of  hie 
JSpirit,  and  they  reach  to  the  hearts  of  those,  to  whom  he 
pleaseth  to  direct  them.  And  this  is  the  ground  of  such 
meltings,  and  breakings,  and  convictions  of  soul  (and  such- 
like inward  operations)  as  are  frequently  found  in  such  as- 
semblies. For  the  living  God  is  there,  and  the  dread  of  his 
power  overspreads  the  hearts  of  such  as  are  gathered  into 
and  assembled  in  his  name;  and  the  life  springs  in  the 
earthen  vessels,  and  the  savor  is  precious  to  all  that  have 
their  spiritual  senses. 

Quest.  4.  What  is  the  season  of  ottering  up  these  gifts  if 

Ans.  The  seasons  of  the  true  worship  stand  in  the  will  of 

God.    They  are  gifts,  and  the  time  of  them  stands  iu  the 

will  of  the  Qiver.     Prayer  is  a  gift    A  man  cannot  pray 

when  he  will ;  but  he  is  to  watch  and  to  wait^  when  the 
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FMIiJm*  will  kindyka  in  him  limg-  bnHrtMiigiB  towards  bim- 
Mlf,  So  the  yMfrd  ^  God  (whether  of  exhortetioii  or  in- 
ftruetion)  is  a  gift,  which  is  to  be  waited  for,  and  then  to  be 
given  forth  in  the  life  and  0tpength  of  that  Spirit  which 
canaed  it  to  apring.  Indeed  it  is  a  hard  matter  either  to 
speak  the  word  of  the  Lord,  or  to  hear  the  word  of  the  Lord. 
A  man  may  easily  speak  what  he  invents,  and  another  may 
easily  hear  and  judge  of  such  words;  but  to  speak  the  word 
of  life,  requires  the  tongue  of  the  learned  in  the  langaage  of 
Gk)d'B  Spirit;  and  to  hear  the  word  of  life,  requires  a  quick- 
ened ear:  and  to  know  the  times  and  seasons  of  the  spirit, 
requires  both  being  begott^^n  of  the  Spirit,  and  beini^ 
aoquainted  with  it. 

Qneet.  5.  Was  this  the  worship  of  the  former  Christians 
in  the  apostles'  days? 

Ans.  Search  the  Seriptures.  Were  they  not  come  to  tlie 
New  Jerusalem  ?  And  where  did  they  ofter  their  sacrifices  ? 
Did  they  ofkt  thenv  in  the  Old  Jerusalem,  or  at  Samaria^  or 
the  mountain  where  the  tathers  worshipped?  Or  did  they 
not  rather  offer  them  at  the  Mount  Zion,  to  which  they 
were  come;  where  tlie  male  of  the  flock  (even  the  Lamb 
wttiioiit  spot)  is  known,  and  the  blood  of  sprinkling  felt? 
Heb.  3rii.  22,  28,  2A.  and  1  Pet.  ii.  5.  Oh!  read,  read,  in  the 
Kfe  of  God,  the  nature  of  the  things  themselves ;  and  do  not 
feed  upon  your  own  imaginations^  or  the  imaginations  of 
any  other  men  concerning  them.  Sweet  is  our  God ;  his 
living  presence  is  exceedingly  nourishing  to  the  soul;  pre- 
cious is  his  power  felt  in  the  heart ;  it  is  no  less  than  life 
eternal  to  worship  him  in  his  Spirit.  Oh !  let  not  the  ene- 
my of  the  soul  cheat  your  souls  any  longer  of  the  precious 
things  of  his  kingdom,  with  husky  and  dry  food  instead 
thereof,  which  only  gratifieth  the  earthly  part,  but  nourish- 
eth  not  the  immortal  life. 

Quest.  6.  How  came  the  worship  of  God  to  be  trans- 
formed and  changed  so  from  the  living  power,  into  such 
dead,  formal  ways  as  generally  worshippers  in  the  world 
are  found  in  ? 

Ans.  The  enemy  hath  done  this,  by  God's  permission. 
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The  Lord  was  pleased  to  snflfer  him  thus  &r  to  prerail 
against  the  truth ;  even  to  get  into  the  form  of  it,  and  there 
to  beget  men  into  the  form,  and  then  deny  and  turn  against 
the  power.  And  this  is  the  way  of  antichrist  in  kingdoms 
and  nations,  even  to  set  up  a  formal  way  of  worship,  and  by 
it  to  fight  against  the  true  power* 

Quest.  7.  How  long  hath  this  been  done,  and  how  long  is 
it  yet  to  last? 

Ans.  From  antichrist's  beginning,  all  the  time  of  his 
reign,  until  his  overthrow.  The  formal  way  of  religion  will 
never  be  overturned,  nor  the  power  of  religion  find  place  in 
the  earth,  but  there  will  be  still  countonancing  of  formal 
ways  of  worship,  and  turning  head  against  the  power  and 
life  of  the  Spirit,  until  antichrist's  time  come  to  an  end,  and 
the  Lord  consume  him  by  the  Spirit  of  his  mouth,  and  de- 
stroy him  by  the  brightness  of  his  coming. 

Quest  8.  When  shall  this  be? 

Ans.  The  Lord  is  about  this  work.  He  hath  already 
raised  up  that  which  hath  not  been  raised  up  for  many  gen- 
erations ;  and  the  Lord  hath  sorely  smote  down  the  spirit 
of  antichrist  in  many  hearts  already ;  and  he  is  fetohiig  a 
great  and  universal  blow  at  him;  at  which  stroke,  when  it 
cometh  from  the  throne  of  God,  the  nations  shall  tremble 
before  him ;  and  it  will  be  as  honorable  to  wait  for  the  mov- 
ings  of  his  Spirit,  and  to  worship  him  alone  therein,  as : 
it  is  reproachful. 
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80IIB  QUBSTtOKS  AND  AN^WKRS   UfiLATtNU  TO  COXVERStON, 
AND  TO  TEXDKUNKSS  OF  COXSCIBKCB. 


Quedt.  What  is  the  way  of  couversiuu  ? 

Au9.  To  turn  men  from  darkneas  unto  light,  and  from 
the  power  of  Satan  unto  God. 

Quest.  When  is  a  man  converted  ? 

Ans.  When  he  is  gathered  into  the  light,  and  into  the 
power,  out  of  the  darkness  of  sin  and  dominions  of  Satan. 

Quest.  How  is  man  converted  ? 

Ans.  By  the  operation  of  the  light  and  power  of  G(»d 
upon  his  conscience. 

Quest.  In  what  condition  is  the  coiiseience  hefore  God 
works  upon  it? 

Ans.  Hard  and  corrupt;  hardened  by  selfish  reasonintcH 
and  dark  imagiuations,  against  the  convictions  of  the  light 
and  operation? of  the  power  of  God,  and  con*upted  with  the 
sin  and  iniquity  that  dwell  in  it 

Quest.  What  doth  God  make  it  in  his  working  upon  it? 

Ans.  Gentle  and  tender,  fit  to  receive  tlic  impressions  <»f 
his  Spirit.  By  the  influence  and  power  of  his  Spirit  on  the 
conscience,  he  openoth  the  ear  to  hearken  to  his  voice,  and 
prepareth  the  heart  to  follow  him  in  his  leadings. 

Quest.  How  doth  God  carry  on  his  work  in  the  converted 
soul? 

Ans.  By  keeping  it  low  and  tender,  out  of  the  self-wis- 
dom and  liardening  reasonings  of  the  human  understand* 
ing:  hy  this  means  he  keeps  it  pliable  to  the  light  and 
power  of  his  Spirit. 

Quest.  Is  only  the  tender  conscience  then  fit  to  be 
wrought  upon  by  God? 

Ans.  Yea,  initeed,  that  atone.  The  heart  that  is  hard  is 
ineofifltderate  of  the  voice  of  God,  aud  stiff  and  stubborn 
Hgainift  it;  having  ever  at  hand  soine  wisdom  or  will  of  the 
ieah,  to  withatfind  the  vcHce  and  leadings  of  Ood  by. 

Quest.  Who  \b  it  Aat  prwervos  the  conscience  tender? 

80* 
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Alls.  The  Lord  of  the  coiiscienoe.  He  who  made  it 
kuoweth  the  proper  temper  of  it ;  and  his  light  and  power 
is  alone  able  to  preser\'e  it  in  that  tenderness  which  he 
formed  it  in. 

Quest.  What  is  it  that  hardens  the  conscience? 

Ans.  The  wisdom  of  the  flesh.  Man,  having  gained  a 
wisdom  out  of  the  light  of  God,  by  the  imaguiations,  reas- 
onings, and  strength  thereof,  hardens  himself  against  God. 

Quest.  What  is  most  necessary  for  a  man  to  be  vigilant 
in,  that  desires  to  have  the  work  of  conversion  to  go  on  in 
Ills  heart? 

Ans.  To  be  careful  to  turn  from  and  avoid  the  reasoniusrs 
of  man's  wisdom,  and  to  have  his  eye  and  ear  open  to  the 
lii^lit  and  voice  of  God's  Spirit,  that  his  conscience  may  be 
kept  upright  and  clear  before  the  Lord. 

tiuest.   What  stains  the  conscience? 

Ans.  Any  disobedience  to  God's  S[)irit,  any  liearkening 
to,  or  following  the  voice  of,  a  strange  spirit.  This  let«  in 
the  darkness,  which  defiles,  even  as  the  liglit^^leanses. 

Quest.  Is  a  man  then  to  expect  such  a  thing  as  the  lead- 
ings of  God's  Spirit  in  his  conscience? 

Ans.  A  man  cannot  inherit  the  kingdom  of  G(k1,  but  he 
must  be  born  again,  even  *Mx)rn  of  tlic  Spirit."  So  saith  the 
Scripture,  and  so  saith  the  experience  of  everj^  one  who  feels 
the  new  birth.  And  when  he  is  bom  of  the  Spirit,  he  is  to 
abide  with  him,  and  learn  the  law  of  the  new  life,  and  re- 
reive  power  from  him  daily;  or  the  spirit  of  darkness  will 
soon  get  ground  upon  him,  and  by  degrees  be  recovering 
him  back  again  into  his  dominions. 

Quest.  Surely  if  it  be  thus,  luird  is  the  way  of  religion, 
uud  few  there  be  who  are  found  in  the  tnith  of  it/ 

Ans.  The  way  of  religion  is  hard  iiulceil,  and  wholly  oan- 
trary  both  to  man's ^^nsdom  and  will;  insomuch  a«  he  c:m- 
uot  enter  into  it,  nor  walk  therein,  bnt  as  they  are  cut  <luwn. 
•lie  that  will  be  a  disciple  of  Ciuist,  and  follow  the  lemMiig.^ 
of  his  Spirit,  mu«*t  deny  himself  wholly,  uiul  become  «j»- 
(»ther'8,  and  be  oi^atcnt  to  Htand  or  i\ii\  to  his  own  MsiiiN»r. 
lie  cannot  please-  uk^u^  jia  uet  hi  bm  won^Upiriiif  of  tiod; 
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but  must  turn  from  that  which  is  glorious  in  their  eyes, 
uud  sacrifice  that  which  is  to  them  an  abonunatioii.  So 
that  he  must  look  to  be  condemned  by  men,  who  will  be 
approved  in  the  sight  of  God. 

Quest.  Why  hath  God  put  his  people  upon  such  hard- 
ship, as  still  (in  all  ages  and  generations)  to  walk  in  a  way 
contrary  to  the  world,  and  still  to  be  the  objects  of  its  ha- 
tred, 8corn,  and  persecution? 

Ans.  How  can  it  be  otherwise,  he  begetting  them  in  a 
Spirit  contrary  to  the  world,  and  which  testifieth  against  the 
world,  showing  that  the  deeds  thereof  are  evil?  How  can 
the  spirit  of  the  world  but  still  turn  against  such',  and  hate, 
and  persecute  them  ? 

Quest,  How  long  shall  it  be  thus? 
•  Ans.  Till  truth  be  raised  by  the  power  of  God  into  do- 
minion over  the  spirit  and  power  of  darkness.  The  Spirit 
of  life  now  Huflei\s  under  the  burden  of  man's  corruptions; 
in  love  to  them,  Htriving  to  save  them  therefrom.  There  is 
somewhat  in  every  sinner  that  at  seasons  groans  under  the 
weight  of  his  sins,  and  in  some  proprotion  strives  against 
the  burden  thereof.  This  shall  not  always  lie  underneath; 
but  in  the  (lay  of  the  Lord  rise  over  the  transgressor:  and 
in  that  day  shall  Israel  be  glorious  with  his  God,  and  re- 
ceive prai.^e  of  him,  and  be  eased  of  all  that  hath  oppressed 
liim. 

(iuost.  Is  there  such  a  day  to  be? 

An.-*.  The  Scriptiu-es  testiiy  of  such  a  day,  wherein  the 
Lord  **  alone  shall  be  exalted,"  and  "wherein  he  will  take 
away  the  rebuke  of  his  people  from  ofl'  all  the  earth,"  and 
bring  down  "all  that  is  high  and  lifted  up"  above  tliefear 
and  Sinvit  of  the  Lord:  and  in  this  our  age  the  Lord  hath 
r|jos*en  many  messengers  to  run  up  and  down,  and  pro- 
claim this  day.  And  as  sure  as  the  Lord  liveth,  what  he 
hath  spoken  shall  come  to  pass,  and  not  a  tittle  of  it  fall  to 
the  ground.  God  did  not  make  man  for  him  to  serve  hit* 
«»\vn  luj*ts*,  nor  his  creation  to  sen'e  the  lusts  of  man  ;  but  he 
nuide  m.:n  to  fear  l>efore  and  serve  his  Creator;  and  he 
made  the  ercalure^  to  be  ordered  by  man  in  the  fear  and 
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wiadom  of  God  to  the  glory  of  God.  The  spirit  of  God 
now  groaneth  ander  man'd  iniquity;  the  spirits  of  his  peo- 
ple raonrn  aiid  sigh  also;  yoa,  and  the  very  creatures  groan 
under  the  bondage  of  co)rup(fon;  and  the  God  of  boweln 
lieareth  their  cry;  and  a  day,  even  a  miglity  day  of  redeni]»- 
tiou  and  deliverance  ia  determined,  wherein  the  spirit  of 
tlie  world  shall  be  sunk  down,  with  all  its  weight  of  wick- 
edness, and  the  Spirit  of  life  and  righteousness  rise  in  it*< 
glory. 

Ameiij  liallelajah!  everlasting  praises  to  the  Omnipotent 
Gne,  xcko  im.v,  and  />•,  and  is  a  corning ;  who  hath  reigned, 
doth  reign,  and  will  reign,  over  all  the  powers  of  darknes?«, 
in  the  pure  power  and  glory  of  his  life  for  evermore.  Let 
all  the  Iambs  skip  for  j(»y;  let  all  the  stains  of  the  morning 
shout:  for  the  darkness  vanisheth,  and  is  jiassing  away,  and 
the  light  of  life  shall  cover  the  earth,  as  the  watei-s  cover 
the  sea.     Amnu  haUdajah! 

Happy  is  the  eye  that  sectli  this,  and  the  heart,  that  piv- 
pareth  for  it,  overlooking  all  that  stands  Wtween.  This  i?* 
the  hope  of  Israel,  and  the  expectation  of  all  that  wait  for 
the  Lord,  which  he  is  hastening  upon  the  earth. 
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PREFACE. 


Sbvskal  things  hath  the  life,  begotten  by  the  eternal  vir- 
tue, breathed  in  me  towards  my  Father  for,  in  relation  both 
to  myself  and  others,  from  my  ehildhood*  As  touching  my* 
self;  first,  that  I  might  be  a  vessel  for  him ;  that  I  might  be 
freed  from  the  bondage  of  corruption,  and  brought  forth  in 
the  image  of  his  life.  Hecondly,  that  I  might  be  filled  with 
his  life ;  that  I  might  be  satisfied  in  the  presence,  and  with 
the  fulness  of  the  spring  of  my  lite;  even  that  I  miglit  have 
enough  of  my  God  in  my  heart  continually.  Thirdly,  that 
he  would,  of  his  own  mere  goodness,  both  preserve  the  ves- 
sel, nnd  dwell  in  it  for  ever;  that  so  my  tenure  and  posses- 
sion of  him,  and  fitness  for  him,  might  be  of  his  grace,  of  his 
love,  of  his  good- will,  of  his  own  nature,  depending  wholly 
and  altogether  on  him,  and  not  at  all  on  any  thing  that 
can  be  expected  from  the  creaturehood  in  its  pure  state. 
And  likewise,  that  if  he  please  to  use  me  in  any  service,  it 
might  be  of  him,  and  for  him,  and  to  him :  that  he  would 
bring  me  so  low  in  myself,  that  I  might  not  be  able  to  de- 
tain any  of  his  glory  and  virtue  from  him ;  but  the  mean- 
ness of  the  vessel  might  still  so  appear  to  me,  and  also  be 
80  sensibly  discerned  and  acknowledged  by  all  other  eyes 
also,  that  the  excellency  of  the  power  and  of  the  glory 
might  run  back  entirely  into  his  pure  bosonv 

Besides  these,  there  have  been  vehement  desires  in  me 
concerning  others  also.  First,  towards  mankind  in  general, 
that  they  might  have  an  exceeding  merciful  and  powerful 
day  of  visitation,  even  that  the  whole  earth  might  be  touched 
with  the  power  of  life,  and  drawn  out  of  the  darkness.  Oh  I 
how  hath  my  soul  breathed  for  lost  mankind!  and  how  hath 
my  spirit  travailed,  with  unutterable  pangs  and  earnestness, 
for  unheard-of^  unthought-of,  and  altogether  unexpected 
mercy  and  good-will  towards  the  sons  of  men  in  general. 
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Secondly,  towards  my  brethren  in  spirit,  that  they  might 
know  the  day  of  redemption  and  power  in  Spirit,  and  not 
always  lie  grovelling  on  the  eai*th,  and  groaning  and  mourn- 
ing because  of  the  lusts  and  corruptions,  but  might  know 
deliverance  in  power,  and  might  sing  the  song  of  Moses, 
and  the  song  of  the  Lamb,  because  of  their  feeling  victorj- 
over  Pharaoh  and  the  dragon ;  and  might  serve  and  worship 
the  living  God  in  Spirit  and  truth,  wthout  fear  of  inter- 
ruption and  captivity  from  the  enemy  any  more.  Thirdly, 
towards  the  Jews  after  the  flesh,  that  their  iniquity  might 
he  blotted  out,  their  wound  healed,  the  pure  eye  opened  in 
them,  and  the  pure  glory  revealed  to  them ;  that  they  might 
know  the  Shepherd  of  Israel  in  Spirit,  the  spiritual  tents  of 
Jacob,  the  beauty  of  the  footsteps  of  the  spiritual  flock,  and 
might  travel  out  of  their  darkness,  earthliness,  and  literal 
knowledge,  into  the  laud  of  pure  life,  rest,  and  peace,  and 
fresh  joy  in  the  living  God,  whereof  their  land  of  Canaan, 
Avitli  all  the  good  thin«:s  thereof,was  but  a  shadow,  and  might 
be  anointed  with  the  fresh  oil  of  the  s^^alvation  of  the  Messiah, 
and  might  become,  indeed,  an  holy  nation;  yea,  a  kingdom 
of  priests,  to'ofler  up  spiritual  sacrifices  on  God's  spiritual 
ulttir. 

My  -soul  still  breatlieth  to  the  Lord,  and  waiteth  on  him 
lor  all  these  things;  and  a«  lie  druweth  my  spirit  forth^  so 
:iui  I  ready  in  spirit  to  be  serviceable  unto  him  therein. 
These  present  drawings  and  openings  of  my  life,  in  the 
(iuestiona  and  Answers  followins^,  are  both  towards  the 
Jews  in  the  flesh,  and  also  the  Jews  in  Spirit,  that  they 
may  meet  in  One,  even  in  the  one  path  and  pasture  of  life, 
where  there  is  one  Shepherd,  one  seed,  one  flock,  one  Spirit, 
one  beginning,  one  progress,  one  end,  in  one  and  the  same 
tircle  of  life.  The  Lord  my  God  take  it  into  his  own  hand, 
tlispose  of  it  for  good,  manage  and  bless  it  according  to  his 
pleasure ! 

•      1.  1\ 
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QUESTIONS   AND   ANSWERS 

FOR  THK  OPENING  OF  THE  EYES  OF  THE  JEWS  NATURAL. 

Quest  What  was  the  rise  of  that  people  the  Jews? 

An«.  They  came  of  Abraliam  after  the  flesh,  who  was 
God's  friend,  whom  God  took  from  his  fether's  liouse,  and 
from  his  native  country  (where  he  was*  worshipping  and 
»er\'ing  idols)  to  be  the  stock  and  pattern  of  the  faithful ; 
both  of  the  Jews  according  to  the  flesh,  and  of  the  Jews  in 
spirit.  Of  this  root,  of  this  stock,  came  this  people  accord- 
ing to  the  flesh,  who  were  a^holy  nation,  a  circumcised  peo- 
ple, a  sanctified  people  outwardly;  and  (as  long  as  their  day 
IflMted)  were  the  beloved  of  God,  the  pitied,  the  pardoned, 
the  redeemed  ones,  even  until  the  shadows  were  finished, 
and  the  season  came  for  the  substance  to  appear  and  be  set 
lip  in  the  world;  whereof  they  had  the  first  offer  also,  and 
out  of  whom  was  the  first  gathering  for  the  spiritual  build- 
ing. But,  they  generally  hardening  their  hearts,  and  cleav- 
ing to  the  wisdom  and  knowledge  which  their  wise  ones 
had  taught  them,  (from  their  misunderstanding  the  letter  of 
the  Scriptures)  missed  of  the  Spirit,  rebelled  against  the 
redeeming  power,  and  so  lost  their  share  in  the  inward 
giory,  and  by  God's  righteous  hand  were  cut  off  firom  their 
outward  also,  their  day  being  spent,  and  the  blood,  not  only 
of  the  prophets,  but  of  the  Son  and  heir  himself  also,  re- 
quired at  their  hands. 

Quest  How  came  this  people  to  be  the  chosen  people  at 
first,  and  so  long  to  continue  such? 

Ans.  It  was  not  for  their  righteoasness,  not  for  tlleir 
lovelineesy  or  pliaUeness  to  God  above  other  people ;  but  be* 
VoL  IL—  21 
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cause  it  pleased  the  Lord  freely  to  love  tliom,  and  to  pitcli 
upon  them  for  the  people  of  hiH-ehoicc  after  the  flesh,  in  the 
free  covenant  which  he  made  with  Ahnihani.  "The  earth 
is  the  Lord's  with  the  fiilness  tliereof ; ''  and  he  may  choose 
whom  he  will  to  fill  with  h\A  inward  and  spiritual  glory, 
(even  with  the  manifestations  of  his  pure  love,  life,  and  pres- 
onec)  and  he  may  also  choose  whom  lie  will  to  make  out- 
wardly or  typically  beloved,  great,  and  glorious.  He  chose 
Abraham  freely,  he  gave  to  Abraham  a  heart  to  follow 
him,  he  gave  him  the  faith  and  obedience  which  made  him 
accepted  with  him ;  and  he  chose  his  seed  after  the  Spirit  to 
be  his  eternal  heir,  and  his  seed  after  the  fleadi  to  be  Mb  tem- 
porary heir.  Thus  of  Isaac  in  Spirit,  came  th^  children  of 
the  promise  in  Spirit;  and  of  Isaac  after  the  flesh,  came  tke 
seed  of  promise  after  the  flesh.  Sarah  after  the  flesh  bore 
one  of  these:  the  Sarah  represented  by  her  (or  the  free  wo* 
man  which  is  from  above)  bare  the  other.  And  of  Isaae 
comes  Jacob,  worm  Jacob,  who  serves  for  his  wife;  who 
flies  from  the  face  of  Iisau,  yet  afterwards  finds  favor  in  \dt 
eyes.  From  this  worm  do  the  twelve  patiiarchs  brandi 
forth,  who  were  the  heads  of  the  tribes  of  Israel. .  Thus 
hath  it  been  with  that  nation  according  to  the  letter;  aad 
thus  it  hath  also  been,  and  still  is,  inwardly  in  Spirit;  m 
the  Israel  of  God,  the  Jews  in  Spirit,  who  are  learned  in 
the  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life,  can  very  well  r«ad.  Thug  out- 
wardly Israel  was  God's  child,  Ephraim  his  dear,  his  be- 
loved, his  pleadant  son ;  Judah  his  praise,  whom  his  heart 
was  towards,  and  to  whom  he  stretched  forth  his  arm  of 
salvation  all  the  day  long.  ^'In  all  their  afllietions  he  was 
afflicted,  and  the  angel  of  his  presence  saved  them ;  and  he 
said,  Surely  they  ai*e  my  people,  children  that  will  not  lie; 
so  he  became  their  Saviour."  Thus  it  was  with  them,  till 
tlie  day  of  Israel  after  the  flesh  expired,  and  the  day  of  Is* 
rael  in  Spirit  was  to  succeed  in  the  sight  of  the  world. 

Quest*  What  was  the  end  for  which  God  chose  thai  peo- 
ple? 

Ans.  It  was  to  be  a  vessel  for  him  to  form,  to  try  and  ex- 
periment what  his  love  could  hdring  them  to,  aud  briQ|( 


ISAAC  PKNIJr«T<IN.  248 

fiHFtb  in  tbem  in  timt  way  of  raimifeslatifm  and  operation. 
Thi»  God  opens  to  Jeremiah  coneemiiig  them,  bidding  liini 
go  down  to  the  honse  of  the  potter;  where,  in  «  parable, 
they  might  read  their  own  state,  and  what  they  were  to  ex- 
pect ii-om  God,  even  to  b«  formed  by  God  anto  the  utmost, 
until  lie  had  made  a  perfect  trial  of  them,  and  then  to  be 
broken  and  laid  aside,  as  a  vessel  that  eonld  never  be  fitted 
for  the  Master's  use  in  this  way  of  dispensation.  Jer.  xviii. 
4.  On  the  Lord's  part  there  was  no  defect  towards  his 
child,  his  spouse,  bis  vineyard,  hi»  garden  of  pleamint  j)lants 
(as  this  people  was  in  that  dispensation);  for  he  was  still  a 
Father  to  them,  faithful  in  covenant,  tender  in  bowels, 
abundant  in  loving-kindness  and  mercies:  yea^  what  could 
l>e  expected  from  the  Lord  towards  a  jieople,  according  to 
that  dispensation,  which  the  Ltird  fiuled  in  V  But  they  were 
still  Pithless,  continually  breaking  covenant,  erring  from 
liis  dear  and  tender  love,  and  drawing  down  the  0trokes  of 
his  wrath  upon  them:  forsaking  the  guide  of  their  youth, 
forgetting  the  love  of  their  espousals;  coiiMnually  starting 
aside  from  the-  right  state,  wlierein  God  pleased  at  first  to 
set  them,  or  at  any  time  afterwards  in  any  measure  to  re- 
duce them. 

Quest.  How  did  God  exercise  and  try  tliem  to  the  ut- 
nioBt,  even  till  at  length  it  was  plainly  manifest,  that  there 
was  no  firm  keepipg  a  people  to  him  by  virtue  of  tliat  dis- 
]>eu8ation:  but  he  must  necessarily  cut  them  iyS,  choose  an- 
other people,  and  take  another  course ;  if  he  would  have  a 
people  for  his  heart  to  love  and  delight  in,  and  for  them  to 
enjoy  and  jiossess  him  V 

Aus.  He  tried  them  several  ways,  and  in  several  states 
and  conditions;  as,  First,  In  a  state  of  cjiptivity  in  tiio  land 
Egyfrf.  Secondly,  In  a  state  of  straits  and  continual  de- 
I>endenoe  upon  God,  even  for  necessaries,  in  the  wilderness. 
Thirdly*  In  a  state  of  enlargednens  in  the  huid  of  Canaan, 
which  flowed  with  plentiful  •provisions  for  the  outward  man 
(which  were  also  shadows  and  instructions  concerning  the 
inward  blessedness).  Fourthly,  In  often  captivities.  Fifthly, 


244  VHlWOBSflOif 

In  returns  to  Ibeir  tand  a§idii,  with  setttement  and  peaee, 
and  many  blesmBge  therein. 

Quest  How  did  God  try  them  iB  Kgypt? 

Ana.  First,  With  sore  bondage  and  oppression  from 
Pharaoh  and  the  Egyptians,  Secendly,  With  giving  them 
the  feeling  of  their  state,  t]ie  sense  of  their  bondage,  and 
causing  them  to  cry  unto  the  Lord  for  deliverance.  Thii-dly« 
In  raising  up  a  deliverer,  and  giving  them  a  sign  of  the  de- 
liverance by  the  hand  of  the  deliverer,  in  his  smiting  of  an 
Egyptian,  and  saving  a  Hebrew,  Fourthly,  In  sending  the 
deliverer  to  them,  with  promises  of  deliverance,  and  with 
signs  and  symptoms  of  tlie  delivering  i>ower.  Fifthly,  In 
pardoning  their  unbelief  and  rebellions  against  him  in 
Egypt,  and  showing  many  signs  and  wonders  for  them  in 
^that  land,  till  at  l^gth  he  had  brought  them  £brth  by  his 
mighty,  outstretched  arm,  even  against  the  will  and  niiod  of 
Pharaoh  and  their  task-masters. 

Quest.  How  did  God  find  them  in  Egypt  up<ni  this  trial? 

Ans.  Very  unbelieving,  very  stubborn,  misinterpreting 
his  sign  of  deliverance,  reAsoning  against  his  prouibe,  be- 
cause it  came  not  so  soon,  and  after  the  manner  thev  ex- 
pected.  Wlieu  he  lifted  up  his  hand  to  them  to  redeem 
them  from  under  Pliaraoh,  to  bring  them  forth  out  of  tlie 
land  of  bondage,  to  the  good  land  he  had  espied  for  them, 
and  bid  them  forsake  the  idolati*ous  worships  of  Egypt,  and 
not  defile  themselves  any  longer  therewith ;  because  he  was 
now  to  become  the  Lord  their  God,  and  to  appear  iu  his 
power  tor  them;  yet  they  would  not.  Eisek.  xx.  6,  tc. 
When  Moses  would  have  reconciled  a  Hebrew  to  his  broth- 
er he  would  not  hear  him ;  but  upbraided  him  for  slaying 
the  Egyptian,  not  waiting  on  God  to  understand  the  igHre, 
hut  misintei*])reting  and  abusing  it  in  t^c  fleshly  mind. 
When  the  deliverance  succeeded  not  aceording  to  their  ex- 
pectations, they  murmured  against  Moses  and  Aaron;  and 
when  God  sent  them  agsun  with  a  -fresh  pitHmaes  they 
would  not  mind  it.  Yet  God  bare  with  all  tliis  ia  them, 
and  did  not  cast  them  ofi^  but  assuaged «  his  wratii,  and 
stirred  up  his  love  to  make  a  further  trial  of  them. 
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Quefit  How  did  Gtod  try  ik^m  in  the  wilderness? 

An8,  By  many  temptationA,  signs,  and  wonders ;  by  pow- 
erfiil  appearances  for  them  against  their  enemies;  by  bring- 
ing them  into  many  straits;  by  unexpected  ami  impossible 
supplies  (I  mean  impossible  to  the  sight  or  expectation  of 
the  outwaixl  eye);  as  with  bread  fnmi  heaven,  multitudes 
of  quails,  %vater  from  #ie  rock,  keeping  their  eJothes  and 
i^hoes  from  wearing  out  and  decaying.  Likewise  he  gave 
a  holy  and  righteous  law  to  inform  their  minds  in  equity 
and  righteousness;  directing  them  in  a  holy  way  of  wadk- 
ing  with  God,  and  one  towards  another,  and  chalking  out 
unto  them  an  acceptable  path  of  worship;  and  this  law  was 
<lelivered  in  great  majesty,  dread,  and  terror,  to  cause  a 
deep  imprecision  thereof  upon  their  minds. 

Quest.  How  did  God  lind  them  iu  the  wilderness? 

Ans.  Full  of  discontent;  full  of  munnuring;  full  of  self- 
will;  full  of  doubts  and  questionings  coneeruing  GodV 
power.  They  did  not  wait  on  him,  who  had  delivered  them 
out  of  the  hand  of  Pharaoh,  and  from  under  the  Kgyptian 
task-masters;  but  they  murmured  against  hinu  They  did 
not  wait  for  foo<l  or  water  when  they  wanted,  but  <listrusted 
and  complained;  rejuning  at  Moses  and  Aaron,  and  some- 
times talking  of  nuiking  u  captain  to  lead  them  backward. 
Xeitherwerc  they  content  with  the  jirovisiou  which  (io<l 
allotted  them  (that  wjis  mean  in  their  eyes),  but  tliev  would 
have  iiesli.  Though  the  Manna  (the  light  bread  as  they  es- 
teeme<l  it)  oi'  (iod's  choice,  and  with  God's  blessing,  had 
been  far  better  for  them,  than  the  flesh,  with  his  eni>*c  upon 
tlmt  lust  which  asked  it,  and  wo\dd  not  be  c<mtent  without 
it.  Again,  they  would  not  go  on  towards  Canaan,  or  fight 
when  God  woidd  have  them,  and  when  his  strength  wouhl 
have  gone  along  with  them:  but  when  he  forinule  them,  of 
their  own  will,  and  trusting  to  their  own  strength,  they 
would  go  on  and  tight.  It  is  a  sad  record  which  Moses, 
their  tcn<ler  shepherd  (who  with  the  eye  of  true  light  had 
faithfully  oliservcd  them),  left  concerning  them,  DAit.  ix.  24. 
"*  Vou  have  been  rc4)eHious  against  the  Lord,  fi-om  the  day 
that  I  knew  you." 

21* 
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Quest.  How  did  Qod  deal  with  tAwm  lu  re&rence  to  tlie 
laud  of  Canaan? 

Aiifl.  First,  He  prepared  them  for  iU  Secondly,  He  dk- 
posflcdsed  their  enemies,  and  placed  them  in  it,  givmg  them 
an  inheritance  according  to  their  own  will.  Thirdly,  He 
poured  down  blessings  upon  them  therein. 

Quest.  How  (lid  God  prepare  theqt  for  the  good  land? 

Axis.  First,  By  many  afflictions  and  exercises  in  the  wil- 
derness, wherein  he  judged  and  wore  out  the  rebellious  gen- 
eration, wlio  were  consumed  with  dying,  and  raised  up  their 
(liildrcnin  the  awe  and  dread  of  his  mighty  power.  Sec- 
cudly,  By  givii»g  them  a  righteous  law  to  walk  by  in  every 
respect,  tliat  they  might  not  be  to  seek  how  to  please  God, 
or  how  to  walk  one  towards  another,  or  towards  the  heathen 
iinuHig  tliem,  or  round  about  them;  but  in  every  thing 
might  bo  rightly  instructed.  Thirdly,  By  warning  them  of 
their  own  pronenes:^  to  err  from  God,  and  of  the  danger 
thereof,  both  in  relation  to  the  loss  of  mercies,  and  drawing 
down  of  judgments;  that  they  might  watch  against  the  er- 
riiig^  nature  aiid  transgressing  spirit  in  their  hearts. — 
Fourthly,  By  appointing  a  way  of  sacrifice  and  mediation, 
whereby  God  might  be  atoned,  either  for  particular  pei'sons, 
<»r  for  the  land  in  general.  Fifthly,  By  directing  them  to  a 
])rinciple  as  near  to  them,  and  more  strong  than  the  unright- 
eous principle ;  whereby  they  might  be  preserved  in  the  obe- 
dience of  the  law,  and  i'win  out  of  the  reach  of  the  cui'se. 

Quest.  I  Low  did  God  find  them  in  their  own  land? 

An%j.  That  generation,  which  was  thus  prepared,  thus 
taught,  thus  (lirected,  walked  sweetly  with  the  Lord,  and 
was  a  precious  savor  in  his  nostrils;  but  soon  after  the  evil 
thing  sprang  up  again  in  the  generations  following,  and  tliey 
did  quickly  wrrupt  themselves,  departing  from  the  Lord, 
and  running  a  whoring  after  their  own  hearts'  lusts.  Judg. 
ii.  7,  &c. 

Quest.  How  did  God  deal  with  them  then? 

Aus.  He  brought  them  judgment  upon  judgment,  still 
weightier  aud  weightier  upon  them,  according  as  their  need 
required,  exercising  loving-kindness  and  meixjy   towards 


ISAAU  PEKIXGTOy.  247 

AlOin,  as  mudi  as  potfitbly  their  estate  cocild  bear,  lie  sent 
hi»  prapbets  to  forewarn  them  of  the  wrath,  that  they  might 
be  d|>af«d,  if  possible ;  and  when  his  judgments  and  sever- 
ity came,  he  mingled  mercy  therewith,  that  by  both  he 
might  try  to  the  utmost  what  they  miglit  be  wrought  to. 
lie  tried  them  a  long  wiiile  nnder  the  judges,  and  a  long 
while  under  the^  ki"g»»  often  recovering  them  and  setting 
them  to  rights,  expeoting  the  fmit  of  his  rod  and  of  his  love 
towards  them. 

Quest.  What  was  the  result  of  God's  tisjing  them  under 
the  judges  and  Icings? 

Ans.  They  wearied  out  Ood's  prophets;  yea,  they  wea- 
ried out  the  Lord  also  in  that  way  of  dispensation.  Tliey 
chose  tlie  ialse  prophets  before  the  true,  lying  divinations 
])ef(>re  the  openings  of  life,  and  dead  idols  before  tlie  livings 
<fi»d.  The  kindnesses  an<l  mercies  of  God  were  wasted  up- 
on them,  tor  with  his  love  they  were  not  drawn;  the  bel- 
lows also  were  burnt,  the  lead  consumed,  the  heat  of  tho 
furnace  spent  upon  them,  and  yet  their  tin  and  dross  not 
purged  away.  Under  the  judges  they  tried  out  the  Lord's 
}»utiunt  expectation  of  good  from  his  delivering  hand,  inso- 
much as  he  resolved  to  deliver  them  no  more.  Judg.  x.  13. 
Under  the  kings  they  were  as  unruly  (whether  ggod  kings 
«>r  bad  kings,  given  in  love  or  wrath),  insomuch  as  the  Lord 
suid,  "Why  should  vc  he  stricken  anv  more?  Ye  will  re- 
Yult  more  and  more."  Isa.  i.  o.  There  was,  indeed,  no 
l)vnding  of  Israel  after  the  flesh,  and  keeping  him  stmit  to 
God,  in  that  way  of  dispensation;  therefore  must  he  be  cast 
off;  even  becoming  reprobate  silver  in  the  sight  of  the 
whole  earth,  because  the  Lonl  would  reject  him. 

Quest  llow  came  Isnicl  after  the  ilesh  to  be  rejected? 

Ans.  ills  day  of  flesh  was  out,  and  the  day  of  spirit  was 
<-<Mjie,  wherein  tlie  spiritmU  glory,  which  was  to  succeed 
the  shadows  of  the  fleshly,  was  to  be  set  up;  and  so  he  not 
si»eing  that,  nor  entering  into  that,  his'own  sun  set,  and  he 
liath  abode  in  the  darkness  unto  this  day. 

Quest.  How  came  he  not  to  see  the  s{>iritual  glory? 

Ans.  Because  the  eye  of  tlie  flesh  was  open  ifi   bun; 
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wliich  eye  cannot  «ee  it.  He  read  the  law  in  a  gathered 
H^ht,  in  the  light  of  tlie  earthly  wisdom,  and  not  in  the 
light  of  the  spring  from  whence  it  came;  and  then  how 
could  he  po88ibly  understiwid  the  hiw  aright?  Coald  he 
then  choofle  but  set  up  the  shadows  of  tlie  law  in  the  Btead 
of  the  Hubfttance  which  was  veiled  therein?  He  read  Moses 
with  the  eye  which  can  see  but  to  the  veil,  and  not  to  the 
glory  which  was  revealed  to  Moses,  and  which  Moses  hid 
under  the  veil.  And  thus  likewise  he  beheld  the  prophets; 
in  the  days  of  their  appearance;  not  in  the  light  in  which 
they  ai>peared,  but  in  the  light  of  his  own  reason  and  im- 
aginations; and  upon  this  ground  the  Jews  still  chose  and 
cried  up  the  false  prophets,  but  persecuted  the  true.  Now 
not  seeing  Moses  in  spirit,  nor  the  prophets  in  spirit,  how 
could  they  see  him  who  was  greater  than  tlie  prophets;  ho 
looking  so  contemptibly  to  the  sight  of  that  eye  wherewith 
they  exjiected  to  see  him?  It  is  the  Jew  in  spirit  who  al'ono 
can  see  and  own  the  Messiah  in  spirit:  yea,  no  fleshly  Jew 
couhl  possibly  discern  him  then,  whose  eternal  life,  light, 
and  power  was  hid  under  so  mean  a  veil,  lie  must  be  more 
than  a  Jew  after  the  flesh,  who  can  own  so  much  as  the  law, 
ur  any  of  the  prophets  in  spirit;  and  tlien  surely  it  can  re- 
quire no  less  than  inwaitl  Jewship  to  discern  the  Messiah 
himself.  Tliey  knew  by  the  letter  that  then  he  was  to  come 
and  ap|)ear;  but  they  could  not  know  by  their  observation.** 
from  the  letter  whicli  was  he;  but  alone  by  the  ])ointing  of 
the  flngerof  the  S[»irit,  which  they  were  unacquainted  with. 

Quest.  What  did  they  do  to  him,  not  seeing  his  glory? 

Ans.  They  dealt  with  him  as  they  had  dealt  with  the  pro- 
phets before  him,  disdained  him  that  he  should  claim  to  he 
the  Son  of  (lod,  slighted  him,  reviled  him,  reproached  him, 
preferred  Moses  and  the  prophets  above  him  (who  all  did 
but  declare  of  him);  yea,  at  last  they  preferred  a  thief  and 
murderer  before  him,  and  put  him, to  death  atlter  tliat  man- 
ner that  tlie  prophets  had  foretold  tlnn-  woulil  do. 

(Juest.  Did  the  prophets  fbretel  that  the  Jews  would  put 
the  Messiah  to  death? 

Ans.  Yea,  very  manifestly,  witli  the  manner  and  cin^uni- 
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Rtances  thereof   Daniel  aaid  plainly  that  the  MeiMiab  fikonid 
be  ^ut  off;  thuugh  not  for  himself,   chap.  ix.  26.    Isaiah 
shows  the  cany  why  he  waa  cut  off;  to  wit,  *'For  the  trans- 
gression  of  my  people  was  the  stroke  upon  him."  chap.  liii. 
H,    He  was  the  Lamb  without  spot;  there  was  no  iniquity 
found  in  his  heart,  nor  guile  in  his  mouth;  but  he  offered 
up  his  s[iotle88  soul,  through  the  etenial  Spirit,  as  a  ransom 
for  the  souls  of  transgressors,  and  with  his  brtiise  are  they 
healed.     David  shows  yet  more  particularly  how  he  should 
be  cut  oH;  "They  pierced  my  hands  and  my  feef  Psa.  xxii. 
16.     And   Zachary  saith,  that  afterwards,  in   the   days  of 
their  visitation,  "Tliey  shall  look  on  him  whom  they  have 
pierced."  chap.  xii.  10.    Was  he  not  betrayed  by  one  of  hi.s 
own  tiible?  Psa.  xli.  1^.     Did  they  not  cast  lots  for  his  gar- 
ments?  Psa.  xxii.  18.     Waa  not  gall  also  given  him,  and 
vinegar  to  drink?  Psa.  Ixix.  21.     Weve  not  his  hones  kept 
lh>m  being  broken,  according  to  the  paschal  lamb,  the  type?- 
Kxod.  xii.  46.     Oh  that  the  Jews  could  read  the  words  of 
their  own  prophets  in  the  light  of  the  prophets,  and  not  in 
the  light  of  mail's  imagination!   and  tlien  tliey  could  not 
but  bow  betbre  the  spring  and  tbuntain  of  that  light,  as  it 
was  revealed  iu  flesh  according  to  the  Scriptures,  and  see 
how  that  body  was  prepared  for  the  light  to  shine  in,  and 
for  it  to  do  the  will  in,  and  to  offer  «p  the  sacrifice  which 
God  would  have,  that  so  an  end  might  be  put  k)  all  the  sac- 
rifices and  ofteriugs  which  God  would  not  have.  Psa.  xl.  6. 
Dan.  ix.  27. 

Quest*  What  was  to  befall  the  Jews  for  refusing  the  day 
of  their  visitation  by  the  Messiah,  and  for  the  putting  of 
him  to  death? 

Ans.  They  were  to  be  cast  oif,  to  become  no  people,  their 
covenant  to  be  broken,  their  glory  turned  into  shame,  #ieir 
light  set  in  obscurity,  their  house  made  desolate,  and  the 
hand  of  Uod  pursuing  this  desolate  people,  making  them  a 
Aconi  and  Fcproach  throughout  all  nations.  Dan.  ix.  27. 
And  is  not  this  come  to  pass  upon  them  ?  For  what  person 
hath  been  more  hateful  and  huted  than  a  Jew,  who  waa  once 
the  glory  and  envy  of  all  nations?  Yea,  hardness  and  blind- 
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Item  have  so  kappeiied  t(>  thoot,  ttiftt  they  oannot  see  the 
plainest  things  written  in  the  prophetn  conceniing  the  ex- 
piration of  the- day  of  ^lose^s  with  all  his  shallows  and  the 
succeeding  of  the  spiritual  glory  in  the  days  of  the  Messinli ; 
but  their  eyes  and  lK»arts  are  still  blinded,  and  held  captive 
in  the  figures  of  things. 

Quest.  Irt  there  any  s<»ripture  of  the  prophets  whicli  dc- 
clareth.that  they  should  be  thus  blind  and  hard? 

Ans.  The  8[)irit  of  the  F.onl  in  the  prophet  David  (the 
beloved  king,  and  figure  of  the  Messiah)  prayed  for  this 
righteous  recompense  to  them.  '*  Let  their  tabk^  become  a 
snare  before  them,  and  for  welfare  a  trap.  Let  their  eyes 
be  darkened  that  they  «ee  not,  &e.  Let  their'habitation  he 
desolate,"  &c.  Psa.  Ixix.  22,  &c.  What  is  their  table? 
Where  and  on  what  do  they  feed?  Is  it  not  on  the  writings 
of  Moses  and  the  prophets?  Now  all  the  meanings,  obser\'u- 
tions,  and  hopes  which  they  gather  fnmi  these  (being  under 
the  curse,  and  out  of  the  Hpirit  of  the  jjrophets)  cannot  but 
be  thftt  snare  and  trap;  and  that  which  entangleth  tlieni 
deeply  to  this  day  is,  their  misunderstanding  and  mi.sinter- 
pr()tijig  of  Moses  and  the  pmphets.  ()  Lord,  my  God,  in 
the  abundant  riches  of  thy  goodness,  at  length  pity  them, 
and  let  the  fierceness  of  thine  indignation  abate  towards 
them,  an<l  in  thy  love  open  thcMreyos,  to  see  their  state,  and 
what  they  have  refused,  and  agjiinst  whom  they  have  lifted 
up  their  heel,  in  their  conceited  wisdom  and  knowledge, 
whicli  they  have  gathered  from  Moses'  and  the  prophets' 
writings,  that  they  may  mourn  after  thee,  and  wait  for  thee 
in  the  way  of  thy  redemption  I 

Quest.  How  long  is  this  desolation  and  hanlness  to  abide 
upon  them? 

Aas.  Until  God  visit  them  with  his  Si)irit,  and  open  their 
eyes  to  see  his  spiritual  glory,  and  tnrn  their  hearts  towante 
it.  Then  their  ontwanl  expectation*  and  desires  after  an 
outward  glorious  kingdom  will  soon  come  to  an  end,  and 
the  Messiah  will  be  known,  owned,  and  receive*!  by  tlieni 
in  Spirit;  yet  any  outward  glory  that  the  Lord  Itod  sct*s 
good  for  them,  they  shall  not  want  either.   This  the  prophet 
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Isaiah  plain)y.ielilet4a  ^•€inrtkati0^ii!iflttal.  chap.  xxxH. 
l/>.  '*  Uatil  tii0  Spint  be  poured  upon  ub  from  on  high,  and 
the  wilderue8i»  be  a  frnitful  field,  and  the  fruitfal  field  be 
counted  for  a  forest."  They  moat  He  waste  Aintil  the  Lord 
(iod  pieasQ  to  let  forth  his  Spirit  upon  them,  to  gather 
them  iiito  his  spiritual  glory;  for  the  day  of  their  outward 
glorj'  did  end,  and  a  spiritual  succeeded,  which  they  are  to 
be  gatiiered  into,  when  the  days  of  their  distress  and  tribu- 
lation are  accomplished. 

The  Spirit  was  once  poured  down  fi*om  on  high  on  the 
disciples  of  the  Messiah,  upon  his  ascending  into  his  glory, 
and  the  wilderness  then  became  a  fruitful  field,  and  the 
fruitful  field  was  accounted  for  a  forest;  but  over  that  glory 
the  defence  was  not  so  stretched  forth,  but  that  a  night 
overtook  that  day,  and  the  wild  beasts  made  a  prey  of  that 
vineyard  and  fruitful  field  also,  as  well  as  of  the  former. 
But  there  is  to  be  a  more  general  pouring  out  of  the  Spirit, 
even  upon  all  flesh,  and  the  wilderness  is  more  generally  to 
be  visited,  and  become  a  fruitful  field,  and  the*  fruitful  field 
is  more  generally  to  be  blasted  and  made  a  forest;  inso- 
much as  all  flesh  everywhere  shall  appear  grass,  and  the 
glory  thereof  as  the  flower  of  the  field,  which  shall  fitde  and 
wither  before  thcrbreath  of  God's  Spirit.  Then  judgment 
shall  dwell  in  the  wilderness  which  is  then  visited,  and 
righteousness  shall  remain  in  the  field  which  is  then  made 
fruitful;  and  righteousness  shall  be  powerfully  operative, 
working  out  the  lasting  peace ;  and  the  eftect  of  it  shall  be 
*^  quietness  and  assurance  for  ever."  No  more  war,  no  more 
fighting  with  creatures,  no  more  burdening  and  oppressing 
of  the  creation,  no  more  sinning  and  ofiending  against  the 
Creator,  no  more  being  dispossessed  of  his  life  and  glory; 
but  the  dwellings  which  God  reareth  up  in  the  last  days  for 
Israel,  his  people,  sliall  be  peaeeable  habitations,  sure  dwell- 
ings, and  quiet  resting-places  for  evermore.  Oh,  let  Israel 
feel  that  which  is  able  to  awaken  him,  and  wait  for  this! 

Qneat.  How  shall  they  be  visited  and  gathered? 

Ans.  By  the  new  covenant,  by  the  new  law  of  the  Mes- 
iiah,  which  is  to  go  forth  out  of  the  New  Zion,  and  by  the 
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word  of  tlie  Lacd,  wMek  kto  iMii«  <Nit  of  ibe  New  Jenisa- 
lam:  not  by  the  coT6ii«ii  of  Moms  (Ibeir  ejes  may  fiul  in 
hoping  and  looking  ont  that  way),  but  by  the  covenant  of 
the  MesBiah,  where  the  law  of  the  life  is  written;  not  in  ta- 
bles of  stone,  or  outward  writings  of  the  letter,  but  in  the 
heart  by  the  Spirit.  There  they  shall  be  cleansed  by  in- 
ward water,  receive  the  inward  circnmeision,  and  mark  of 
*^he  inward  Jew;  be  sprinkled  with  the  everlasting  blood  of 
the  Lamb,  and  taught  to  offer  up  the  spiritual  sacrifice,  and 
shall  hear  the  voice  which  will  tell  them  of  the  way,  and 
which  will  lead  them  in  paths  they  have  not  known.  There 
the  e^iritual  seed,  the  spirit nal  Israel,  shall  find  the  Shepherd 
of  Israel,  who  leads  into  the  land  of  life,  puts  forth  his 
sheep  into  the  pastures  of  life,  gives  them  of  the  living 
streams  to  drink,  begetting  them  as  heirs  of,  and  bringing 
them  up  in,  the  everlasting  power  and  dominion  of  the  life. 

Quest  How  may  old  Israel  enter  into  this  path,  and  so 
become  new  Israel? 

Ans.  By  waiting  on  the  Lord  for  the  closing  of  that  eye 
which  is  wise  accoi*ding  to  the  flesh,  and  for  the  opening  of 
that  eye  which  is  at  first  weak  in  spirit.  There  must  be  a 
low  beginning:  Israel  must  know  uid  not  despise  the  day 
of  small  things,  if  ever  he  will  grow  up  into  the  riches  and 
inheritance  of  his  glory.  There  is  a  light  in  every  heart  at 
first,  which  gives  a  sound  in  tlie  natural  vessel,  which  is 
very  hardly  distinguishable  irom  the  natural,  till,  by  obe- 
dience and  subjection  thereto,  its  living  touch,  virtue,  and 
power  eomes  to  be  felt  and  distinguished;  but  in  the  meek, 
humble,  believing,  and  obedient,  it  daily  appears  more  and 
more,  and  makes  itself  more  clearly  manifest  to  them  who 
are  walking  on  unto  the  kingdom  and  inheritance  in  it, 
while  others  are  disputing  about  it. 

Quest.  How  may  Israel  believe,  and  become  subject  to 
the  light? 

Ans.  When  there  is  a  drawing  felt  ui  the  heart,  either  to 
good,  or  against  evil,  he  must  not  dispute  concerning  it  on 
the  one  hand,  nor  run  on  in  the  forwardness  on  the  other  (for 
both  these  ways  the  breathings  of  the  Spirit  on  lum,  and 
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gpringings  up  of  the  good  seed  in  him,  are  easily  quenched) ; 
but  in  th«  fear  he  is  to  trast  himself  with  what  his  heart  cer- 
tainly feels  in  the  drawing  virtue,  and  in  the  humility  to 
give  up  the  members  to  the  good,  and  to  withhold  them 
from  the  evil,  waiting  for  strength  from  the  fountain  of 
strength  towards  both.  By  this  means  there  is  a  travel  and 
removal  out  of  the  corruption  and  filth  of  the  heart,  into 
tlie  pure,  holy  law,  nature,  image,  and  will  of  God. 

Quest.  Where  doth  God  find  the  heart,  when  he  first 
\  isiteth  it  with  his  light? 

Alls.  In  Egypt,  in  the  darkness,  in  the  bonds  and  cap- 
tivity of  death. 

Quest.  What  doth  the  Lord  do  with  it  there? 

Ans.  He  exerciseth  it  awhile  there,  till  he  hath  made  it 
fit  for  a  wilderness-state. 

Quest.  What  doth  he  do  with  it  then  ? 

Ans.  He  bringeth  it  into  the  wilderness  which  he  hath 
fitted  it  for. 

Quest.  What  doth  he  do  with  it  in  the  wilderness? 

Ans.  He  prepareth  it  for,  and  leadeth  it  towards,  the  land 
of  life. 

Quest.  What  doth  he  do  with  it  then? 

Ans.  He  giv^h  it  an  entrance  into  the  everlasting  king- 
dom (which  is  the  land  of  life)  according  as  he  hath  pre- 
pared and  fitted  it.  That  which  is  new-begotten,  new- 
created  and  foraied,  new-born  in  the  Messiah's  eternal  light, 
tindeth  an  entrance  into,  and  a  habitation  in,  the  light,  and 
is  not  turned  back  into  the  land  of  darkness;  it  abiding  in 
the  virtue  and  principle  of  its  life,  although  sometimes  it 
may  be  exercised  with  the  darkness  for  its  further  advantage. 
**Thou  art  our  habitation  from  everlasting  to  everlasting," 
saith  the  child  of  light  unto  the  Father  of  spirits,  in  all  ages 
and  generations. 

Now  that  Israel  after  the  flesh  may  the  better  understand 
the  path  of  the  spiritual  Israel  in  the  way  of  redemption, 
by  Uie  powerful  visitations  of  the  light  of  the  Messiah  in 
their  hearts  and  consciences,  fuid  may  know  the  gospel  of 
his  sahratiofi,  which  is  able  to  effect  that  which  the  law  of 
Vol.  n.—  22 
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Moses  could  not^  because  of  the  weokness  of  the  fleah  on 
their  parts;  let  them  in  fear,  and  silence  of  the  natural 
wisdom,  and  in  waiting  on  the  Lord  in  spirit,  consider  the 
Questions  and  Answers  following,  relating  to  ^iritnal 
Israel 
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QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS, 

For  the  direction,  comfort,  help,  and  furtherance  of  God's 

spiritual  Israel,  in  their  travels  in  Spirit  from 

spiritual  Egypt,  through  the  spiritual 

wilderness,  to  spiritual  Canaan; 

Which  is  the  land  where  the  redeemed  soul  flourisheth 

in  the  Life,  walking  with  God,  and  worshipping 

him  in  Spirit  and  Truth, 


Quest.  What  is  the  gospel? 

Ans.  A  good  message,  or  glad  tidings  to  man,  in  the 
fallen  estate,  concerning  a  promise  of  redemption  out  of  it 

Quest.  Is  man  then  in  a  fallen  estate? 

Aus.  His  present  temper,  constitution,  disposition,  and 
whole  course,  upon  the  least  touch  of  God  upon  his  spirit, 
do  in  some  measure  discover  his  £ei11  unto  him,  through  the 
iusensibleness  which  is  come  upon  him  by  his  grievous 
wound ;  and  death,  through  the  &11,  maketh  him  very  un* 
apt  to  ta^e  notice  thereo£ 

Quest  What  was  his  estate  before  his  fall? 

Ans.  A  state  of  glory  and  blessedness,  wherein  he  craie 
pure  out  of  the  hands  of  his  Creator,  was  fitted  for  his  use, 
service,  enjoyment,  and  delight,  even  for  him  to  appear  or 
disappear  in,  and  exercise  according  to  his  pleaaare. 

Qaest  Wh^r^n  did  his^lory  and  bleasedneaa  oooaiit? 
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Ans.  Clii«fly  in  these  four  things;  to  wit,  in  the  light,  in 
the  life,  in  the  liberty  in  which  the  vessel  was  formed,  and 
in  the  indwelling  and  appearing  of  the  Creator  there,  ac- 
cording  to  his  pleasure. 

Quest.  Open  this  a  little  further. 

Ans.  Man  was  made  a  vessel  of  light,  a  vessel  of  life,  a 
vessel  of  pure  freedom.  He  was  formed  in  the  eternal  im- 
age and  had  a  pure  being  in  that  image.  He  was  light  in 
the  Lord,  living  in  tlie  Lord,  free  unto  all  good,  and  from 
all  evil  in  the-  Lord.  This  was  the  state  of  his  being  at 
first,  and  thus  was  he  made  in  the  image  a  pure  resem- 
blance of  the  eternal  purity  and  blessedness :  but,  besides 
this,  he  had  the  eternal  life,  the  eternal  substance,  the 
eternal  purity  itself  dwelling  in  the  vessel,  shining  in  it, 
and  manifesting  itself  from  it  according  to  its  pleasure. 

Quest.  How  came  man  to  fall  from  this  estate? 

Ans.  Not  willingly,  not  of  an  inclination  of  his  own ;  but 
he  was  deceived,  through  the  subtlety  of  temptation,  to  en- 
tertain a  desire  of  enlarging  his  blessedness,  out  of  the  lim- 
its of  the  will  of  his  Creator. 

Quest.  How  could  such  a  temptation  enter  man,  he  being 
pure  and  holy,  inclined  to  good,  and  against  evil,  after  the 
image  of  his  Creator? 

Ans.  Man  was  not  made  to  enjoy  a  perfection  in  himself 
separate  from  his  Creator,  or  to  live  of  himself,  but  by  de- 
pendence. Now  though  he  had  no  inclination  in  him  not 
to  depend,  or  to  seek  a  life  in  himself  out  of  the  fountain, 
yet  there  ^V'as  a  capacity  of  so  doing:  before  which  capacity 
the  tempter  laid  his  bait  of  advancing  him  to  a  greater  wis- 
dom, glory,  and  excellency  than  his' Creator  had  placed  him 
in;  with  which  he  consulting  out  of  the  dependence  upon 
his  Creator  fell  from  that  which  alone  was  able  to  uphold 
him  in  the  pure  state  wherein  he  was  made.  Thus  was  he 
taken  in  the  snare  of  misery,  and  brought  to  that  loss 
which  all  the  sons  of  Adam  lie  grovelling  under  to  this  day, 
when  the  Lord  at  any  time  awakens  the  sense  thereof  in 
them. 

Quest.  What  was  the  state  of  man  in  and  shice  the  fell  ? 


256  THS  WORKS  Of 

AnB.  A  state  of  darkness,  a  state  of  death,  a  state  of  deep 
captivity,  wherein  his  soul,  body,  and  spirit  are  become 
dark  as  to  the  light  of  God,  dead  as  to  the  life  of  righteous- 
ness, and  captive  unto  that  spirit  which  hath  entered  them 
by  their  hearkening  thereto,  who  dwelleth  and  ruleth  in 
them  in  the  darkness,  as  God  did  before  in  the  light. 

Quest.  How  is  man  dark?  How  is  man  dead?  Is  his 
soul  or  body  dead  as  to  tlieir  being?     Or  how  else  is  it? 

Ans.  Man  is  not  dead  as  to  his  being  either  in  soul  or 
body,  but  as  to  the  right,  pure,  and  sanctified  state  of  each. 
The  vessels  still  remain  the  same  in  being;  but  they  are 
emptied  of  their  proper  liquor,  and  filled  with  other  wine. 
The  understanding  is  the  same,  the  reason  the  same,  the 
will  the  same,  the  memory  the  same,  the  bodily  members 
the  same,  as  to  their  being  or  matter;  but  they  are  all 
otherwise  leavened,  and  another  king  now  dwells  in  them, 
and  reigns  over  them. 

Quest.  Then  there  needs  not  any  dissolution  of  man's  rea- 
son, or  bringing  it  to  nothing,  in  relation  to  man's  re- 
covery; but  only  a  changing  of  the  leaven. 

Ans,  Man  is  become  another  thing  by  degeneration  from 
the  life.  He  is  so  poisoned,  by  sin  and  corruption,  that  he 
is  to  be  wholly  broken  down  and  brought  to  nothing,  even 
in  the  very  naturals,  that  he  may  be  new-ma<ie  and  built 
up  in  the  newness  of  the  Spirit.  Thus  he  is  to  become  as 
a  fool,  as  a  little  child,  or  rather  as  a  seed  to  be  ca«t  into 
the  womb  of  life,  there  to  be  forhied  and  born  of  the  Spirit 
And  as  he  springs  up  in  the  life,  he  is  to  forget  his  own 
country,  living  in  the  Spirit,  and  walking  in  the  Spirit 7 
where  watching  to  the  Spirit,  and  against  his  own  reason 
in  the  pure  childishness,  in  the  simple  instinct  and  natural- 
ness of  the  life,  he  shall  at  length  find  a  reason  new-formed 
and  springing  up  in  him ;  which,  waiting  on  the  Lord  in 
obedience  and  subjection,  shall  be  taken  into  unity  with 
the  life.  But  if  the  eye  of  reason  open  too  fast,  and  be  not 
kept  down  to  the  light  of  life,  the  betrayer  will  enter  again 
at  that  door,  and  bring  the  soul  into  death,  after  it  liath 
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had  sweet  and  precions  tastes  of  the  redeeming  virtue  and 
power* 

Quest  Can  man  in  tlie  fall  see  his  fallen  estate^  and  so 
seek  after  a  recovery  out  of  it? 

Ans.  It  is  not  possible  for  him  so  to  do,  without  some 
light  shining  upon  him  from  the  Redeemer.  How  can  dark* 
ness  discover  darkness?  That  which  maketh  manifest  the 
darkness  is  light.  When  the  vessel  is  dark,  and  the  prince 
of  darkness  filleth  it,  and  dwelleth  in  it,  what  can  that  eye 
see  but  according  to  the  darkness,  judging  evil  good^  and 
good  evil,  bitter  sweet,  and  sweet  bitter. 

Quest.  But  there  is  no  man  but  hath  some  light;  no  man 
but  at  some  time  or  other  seeth  good  or  evil  in  some  meas- 
ure. 

Ans.  That  ariseth  not  from  the  light  of  man's  nature,  as 
it  now  stands  in  the  fall  (which  being  wholly  in  the  ene* 
my's  hands,  and  being  itaclf  become  darkness,  cannot  at  all 
give  man  notice  of,  or  light  him  out  of,  the  darkness),  but 
jfrom  a  jfresh  visitation  of  the  life,  which  giveth  all  men  a 
day  of  visitation  by  the  shining  of  its  light,  wherein  is  some 
manifestation  to  man,  and  some  certain  sight  by  him  both 
of  the  good  and  of  the  evil ;  and  not  only  so,  but  there  ifl 
also  the  living  Spirit  striving  with  him,  and  attracting  him 
from  the  one  to  the  other,  according  to  the  Lord's  good 
pleasure,  who  is  both  the  light,  and  also  the  determination 
of  the  proportion  of  every  man's  visitation  by  it. 

Quest.  But  hath  not  man  naturally  a  light  in  the  fallen 
estate,  which  discovereth  unto  him  good  and  evil  ? 

Ans.  Not  a  true  light,  not  a  true  discovery;  but  only 
somewhat  which  the  enemy  settcth  up  in  man  as  such,  to 
keep  him  in  the  entanglements  of  the  deceit,  and  out  of  the 
suspicion  of  it.  For  the  enemy  entering  into  him,  by  his 
subtlety  blindeth  and  deceiveth  his  eye  (that  he  may  the 
better  hold  him  captive  in  the  deceit),  insomuch  as  he  dis- 
cemeth  not  the  fiilse  image  which  the  enemy  hath  stamped 
upon  him:  for  though  the  enemy  bringeth  man  into  a  state 
of  real  darkneM,  death,  and  captivity;  yet  these  do  Hot  at 
present  appear  to  mm  what  they  are,  bat  are  miscolored, 
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or  paiatedy  to  appear  what  they  are  not,  the  better  to  de- 
ceive, bewitch,  and  entangle  man  therein.  The  enemy  did 
not  represent  darkness  in  its  black  hue,  death  and  captivity 
in  its  dreadful  appearance,  to  Adam;  but  as  wisdom,  as 
light,  as  a  better  life,  as  a  greater  freedom*  And  thiis  he 
still  enters  man,  and  after  this  manner  he  still  dwells  in 
man,  until  the  true  light  pursue  him,  opening  and  dis- 
covering his  deceit,  and  drawing  man  back  from  this  false 
paradise  of  pleasure  in  wisdom  and  liberty  out  of  the  life, 
into  a  sense  of  his  want  of,  and  breathings  after,  the  true 
garden  of  the  living  God. 

Quest.  Is  man  then  mistaken  in  his  judgment  of  good 
and  evil  since  the  fall? 

Ans.  Yes,  altogether;  and  by  this  means  doth  he  so 
pleiiHingly  situate  himself,  and  take  up  his  habitation  in  the 
kingdom  of  darkness,  wherein  are  strong*holds  and  wise 
reasonings  against  the  true  God,  and  for  the  false  appear* 
ances  of  good,  which  the  enemy  of  the  soul  strongly  makes 
men  believe  to  be  such  as  he  represents  them  for  in  the 
darkness.  Thus  in  particular  persons,  and  also  in  societies, 
evil  is  pursued  after,  and  advanced  for  good,  and  the  true 
good  suppressed  as  evil,  through  the  working  of  the  mys- 
tery of  darkness  in  men's  hearts. 

Quest.  What  then  is  the  proper  estate  and  conditic«i  of 
man  in  the  fall? 

Aus.  A  state  of  false  light,  of  false  life,  of  false  liberty. 
He  secmeth  to  himself  advanced  in  wisdom  ahaye  the  low, 
empty,  naked  estate  of  innocency,  which  is  nothing,  and 
hath  nothing,  but  by  a  continual  dependence  on  the  good- 
ness of  the  Creator,  lie  scemeth  also  advanced  in  life,  ad- 
vanced in  liberty;  he  can  speak  his  own  words,  think  his 
own  thoughts,  do  his  t)wn  will,  seek  himself,  please  himselti 
satisfy  himself.  The  life  of  righteousness  is  a  yoke,  a  bond, 
in  his  eye;  he  is  free  from  the  restraint  of  it;  he  hath  life 
in  himself,  and  is  exceeding  wise  in  the  compass  of  his  own 
dominions.  Thus  doth  the  enemy  transform  the  kingdom 
of  daiknese  and  death,  givtag  fallen  man  a  fdiare  with  him 
ill  it,  while  he  remains  his  willing  suliycct    Av4  here  the 
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jpcKxlfl  of  the  enemy,  the  heart  estranged  from  God,  yea,  not 
only  the  devout  and  zealons  worshipper  in  invented  forms, 
but  also  the  gross  sinner,  the  envious,  lustful,  and  wicked 
mind,  the  perverse 'tongue,  the  bloody  hands  and  feet,  are 
at  peace,  and  have  joy  and  pleasure  in  their  course  and  cir- 
cuit in  the  earth.  But  all  this  is  but  the  deceit  of  the  ene- 
my, wherewith  he  hath  cheated  man  with  false  appearances 
and  representations  instead  of  the  true,  as  man  himself  will 
see,  whenever  the  eye  of  his  soul  comes  to  be  thoroughly 
awakened  by  the  eternal  light,  wliether  here  or  hereafter. 

Quest.  What  is  the  work  of  redemption  ? 

Ans.  To  purge  the  old  leaven  otit  of  the  vessel,  to  purify 
the  vessel  from  all  the  false  appeai*ances  of  light,  to  batter 
down  all  the  strong-holds  of  the  enemy  in  the  mind,  all 
the  reasonings,  thoughts,  imaginations,  and  consultations, 
which  are  not  of  the  pure,  nor  in  the  pure;  and  so  to  ncw- 
create  and  new-form  the  vessel  in  the  image  of  the  wisdom 
and  purity  wherein  it  was  at  first  formed. 

Quest.  Who  doeth  this  work,  or  who  is  man's  redeemer 
out  of  the  fall? 

Ans.  The  Eternal  Word  or  Son  of  the  Father,  even  the 
M'isdom  and  power  which  went  forth  fnnn  the  fountain  in 
the  creation,  the  same  goeth  forth  from  the  bosom  of  the 
Father  to  purify  the  creature,  and  so  bringeth  the  creature 
back  (being  purifieil  and  cleansed)  into  his  bosom  again. 

(iucst.  With  what  doth  this  Word,  or  Kedeemer,  redeem? 

Ans.  Witli  his  own  life,  with  his.own  blood,  with  his  own 
eternal  virtue  and  purity,  lie  desceudeth  into  the  lower 
parts  of  the  earth,  becomes  flesh  there,  sows  his  own  seed 
in  his  prepared  earth,  begets  of  his  flesh  and  of  his  bone,  in 
his  own  likeness,  and  nourisheth  up  his  birth  with  his  flesh 
and  blood  unto  life  everlasting. 

Quest.  What  is  this  life?  Or  how  doth  it  first  manifest 
itself  in  the  darkness? 

Ans.  It  is  the  light  of  men.  It  is  that  which  gave  light 
to  Adam  at  first,  again  to  him  after  the  fall,  and  to  all  men 
since  the  full.     It  enlightens  in  nature;  it  enlightened  uu- 
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der  tlie  law;  it  did  enlighten  under  the  gospel  before  the 
apostasy,  and  again  since  the  apostasy. 

Quest.  How  doth  the  light  enlighten? 

Ans.  By  its  shining.  The  eternal  Word  moves,  the  life 
opens,  the  light  shines:  this,  in  the  least  degree,  is  a  begin- 
ning  of  redemption ;  in  its  fulness  it  is  redemption  perfected. 

Quest.  How  doth  the  light  work  redemption  in  its  shin* 
ing? 

Aiis.  Two  ways:  first,  By  turning  the  heart  from  the 
<larkne8fl  towards  itself;  secondly,  By  exercising  the  heart, 
being  turned. 

Quest.  How  doth  it  turn  the  heart  from  the  darkness? 

Ans.  The  light,  by  its  shining  and  enlightening,  findeth 
out  its  own,  openeth  it,  and  toucheth  it  with  a  secret  virtue, 
which  persuades  out  of,  and  draws  the  lieart  from,  the  prin- 
ciple and  power  of  death  .and  darkness,  towards  its  own  na- 
tive spring. 

Quest.  May  not  these  drawings  be  quenched,  and  the 
work  of  God  stopped? 

Au8.  The  plant  of  the  Lord  is  exceeding  tender,  his  pure 
iS[>irit  jealous,  the  enemy  very  strong  and  subtle;  insomuch 
us  the  plant  itself  may  easily  be  crushed,  the  Spirit  grieved 
and  quenched,  and  the  captivity  redoubled. 

Quest.  If  Adam  was  betrayed  in  his  full  strength,  how 
shall  this  poor,  weak  plant  spring  up  and  grow,  without  be- 
ing supplanted  by  the  violence  and  treachery  of  the  enemy? 
Or  how  shall  tlie  grieving  of  the  Spirit  be  avoided  by  a 
heart  so  full  of  corruption  and  provocations,  as  man  in  the 
alienated  state  is,  when  the  light  first  visits  him  ? 

Ans.  The  Lord  God  is  nigh  to  help,  nigh  to  pity,  nigh  to 
pardon,  nigh  to  watch  over  and  support  worm  Jacob :  yea, 
nigh  to  revive  life  and  spirit  in  him  freely,  and  to  heal  his 
backslidings,  and  multiply  pardons,  or  it  could  never  be. 
Yea,  the  creature  can  never  be  brought  so  low*,  or  so  far 
lost,  but  there  is  still  help  in  the  nature  of  God  concerning 
him,  though  there  may  not  be  help  in  any  revealed  promise. 

Quest  How  doth  God  exercise  the  heart  which  is  turned? 

Ans.  In  faith  and  obedience^  through  very  great  varieties 
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and  changes  of  conditions.  He  exerciseth  it  in  believing 
his  voice,  and  in  obeying  his  voice,  and  following  him,  in 
whatever,  and  into  whatsoever,  he  draws  and  requires. 

Quest.  How  is  tlie  voice  of  God  known?  Doth  not  the 
enemy  speak  inwardly  also,  and  resemble  his  voice?  How 
then  is  the  voice  of  the  Redeemer  distinguished  from  him 
who  counterfeitcth  the  Shepherd  and  his  voice  ? 

Ans.  By  these  two  means : 

First,  The  soul  lying  low,  out  of  the  wisdom  in  which 
the  enemy  appears  and  forms  his  likenesses;  in  the^sim* 
plicity  which  the  Lord  hath  begotten,  the  life  opens  to  it, 
and  the  true  light  appears,  which  manifests  the  false  light, 
and  false  appearances  of  the  deceiver. 

Secondly,  In  that  which  is  begotten  of  God  there  is  not  a 
hastiness  or  suddenness  to  determine ;  but  a  silent  waiting 
on  the  Lord  in  subjection,  till  the  life  speak,  and  make 
things  manifest  Thus  the  knowledge  and  light  of  the 
child  is  held  in  the  will  of  the  Father,  and  received  from  his 
hand,  and  according  to  his  pleasure.  Thus  what  he  will  he 
hides,  and  what  he  will  he  makes  manifest,  and  the  child, 
which  is  born  of  his  will,  is  content  with  his  will;  and  ly- 
ing down  thei*e,  it  keeps  out  of  the  enemy's  territories,  and 
of  the  reach  of  his  temptations. 

Quest  What  are  the  several  estates  or  conditions  where- 
in God  exerciseth  Uie  spirit  of  man  in  faith  and  obedience? 

Ans.  The  particular  es^tes  and  conditions  are  innu- 
merable ;  but  they  may  be  referred  to  these  three  general 
heads :  First,  An  estate  of  breaking  down  the  former  build- 
ing. Secondly,  An  estate  of  devastation  or  preparation  to 
l>e  new  built  Thirdly,  An  estate  of  rebuilding.  God  doth 
not  forget,  but  exercise  his  people  in  Egypt,  even  while 
they  are  in  bondage,  before  t^ey  come  to  receive  his  law. 
He  is  visiting  them  in  the  dark  land,  opening  the  eye  that 
can  see  the  captivity,  causing  groans  and  sighs  in  their  op- 
pressed spirits,  and  then  holding  forth  to  them  the  promise, 
and  preparing  them  for  a  departure  from  that  land.  Sec- 
ondly, He  hath  a  time  of  stripping  them,  of  nurturing  and 
bringing  them  up  under  his  discipline  and  close  exercises, 
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wherein  they  are  desolate,  and  ready  to  sin  and  perieh 
every  moment;  hut  as  they  are  wonderfully  provided  for, 
and  abundantly  helped  and  pardoned.  Thirdly,  There  is  a 
state  of  rebuilding  the  stones,  when  they  are  prepared 
therefor,  into  a  new  building  for  the  life  to  dwell  in,  and 
for  their  entrance  into  the  land  of  life. 

Quest.  Declare  these  estates,  and  the  exercises  therein 
more  plainly ;  and  first  show  what  is  the  estate  of  the  soul 
in  Egypt  spiritually,  when  the  Lord  visiteth  it  there  with 
his  light 

Ans.  An  estate  of  deep  bondage  and  groaning  under  the 
powers  of  darkness,  whose  bitter  oppressions  thereof  in- 
crease, even  as  the  sensibleness  and  tiredness  of  the  soul 
increases.  The  soul  then  sees  its  captivity  fix>m  the  life, 
and  finds  a  building  of  death  and  corruption  raised  up  in  it, 
in  which  the  prince  of  darkness  dwells  and  bears  rule:  and 
then,  oh,  how  it  groans  and  longs  after  departure  from 
that  land,  and  waits  for  the  promise  of  redemption  out  of 
it!  But  yet  it  is  still  left  in  the  hand  of  the  enemy,  and 
daily  feels  the  bitter  bondage,  from  the  powerful  law  of  sin 
and  death  springing  up  in  the  heart,  and  issuing  out 
through  the  members. 

Quest  How  is  faith  and  obedience  here  exercised  ? 

Ans.  In  believing  the  promise,  in  waiting  for  the  prom- 
ise, in  feeling  some  remote  drawings  of  the  life,  and  uniting 
therewith,  so  far  as  is  possible  in  this  dark,  captivated  es- 
tate. There  is  an  acknowledgment  of  the  trqe  prince,  and 
a  bowing  to  him  even  in  this  estate  of  captivity,  until  he 
pleasa  to  break  the  bands  thereof,  and  receive  under  his 
guidance. 

Quest.  What  is  the  estate  of  the  wilderness  spiritually  ? 

Ans.  It  is  an  estate  of  waiting  for  the  guidance  of  the 
leader;  of  receiving  direction  and  laws  from  the  leader;  of 
foUowdng  the  leader  as  he  pleaseth  to  lead,  through  the  en- 
tanglements, temptitions,  straits,  and  necessities  which  he 
seeth  fit  to  exercise  the  spirit  with,  for  the  wearing  out  of 
that  which  is  not  to  inherit,  and  for  preparing  the  heir  for 
the  inheritance. 
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Quest  How  is  &ith  and  obedienoe  here  exercised? 

Ans.  In  waiting  on  the  light  for  the  leadings  in  the  law 
of  life,  and  then  in  subjecting  to  the  leader,  being  content 
with  all  his  dispensations  therein ;  with  the  time  he  choos- 
eth  for  standing  still,  and  with  the  time  he  chooseth  for 
travelling  on ;  with  the  proportion  of  light  fuid  leading  that 
he  judgeth  lit,  with  the  food  and  clothing  which  he  pre- 
pares and  preserves;  with  the  enemies  which  he  sees  fit  to 
have  avoided  or  encountered  with.  Hereby  the  own  wis- 
dom, the  own  will,  the  own  strength,  the  own  desires,  the 
own  delights,  with  all  the  murmurings,  weariness,  and  dis- 
contents, which  arise  from  the  earthly  part,  are  by  degrees 
worn  out,  and  a  pure  vessel  prepared  for  the  pure  birth  to 
spring  up  and  appear  in. 

Quest.  What  is  spiritual  Canaan,  or  the  heavenly-built 
state,  or  state  of  the  gospel? 

Ans.  A  state  of  regenerating  or  renewing  in  the  life  and 
pure  image;  where  the  building  is  reared  up  which  is  made 
without  hands ;  where  there  is  a  sweet  and  peaceable  growth 
in  the  life,  and  a  fresh  and  satisfEtctory  enjoyment  of  the  life. 

Quest.  How  is  faith  and  obedience  here  exercised? 

Ans.  In  abiding  in  the  vine,  in  drawing  from  the  vine,  in 
returning  the  sap  and  virtue  back  into  the  vine;  and  living 
according  to  the  will,  and  in  the  free  dispensation  thereof. 
Thus  works  are  excluded,  with  self,  from  whom  they  pro- 
ceed, and  the  vine  becomes  all  in  all. 

Quest  Are  Egypt  and  the  wilderness  and  Canaan,  spir- 
itually, as  distinct  estates  as  they  were  literally? 

Ans.  There  are  such  distinct  several  estates  spiritually, 
wherein  a  man  may  be  spiritually  in  Egypt,  and  neither  in 
the  wilderness  nor  Canaan.  So  there  is  an  estate  in  the 
wilderness,  which  is  out  of  Egypt,  and  not  in  Canaan;  and 
an  estate  in  Canaan,  which  i^  beyond  both  Egypt  and  the 
wilderness.  Yet  these  estates  in  spirit  are  oftentimes  in- 
terwoven, with  the  exercises  thereof;  insomuch  as  the  soul 
may,  in  part,  or  in  some  respect  (to  his  own  understanding), 
be  in  Egypt;  in  part  in  the  wilderness,  and  in  part  in  the 
reet,  life,  aad  peace.    But  these  things  are  not  to  be  mm* 
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ously  sought  into,  lest  a  wrong  wisdom  and  a  knowledge 
get  up;  but  abiding  low  and  little  in  the  little  seed,  the 
kingdom  and  everlasting  inheritance  grows  daily  in  the 
soul,  and  the  soul  daily  shoots  up  into  it,  and  is  enlarged 
in  it. 

Quest  Is  there  any  return  back  into  Egypt,  or  into  the 
wilderness,  after  the  state  of  the  soul  is  advs^nced  higher; 
the  entrance  into  the  everlasting  inheritance  being  admin- 
istered, and  the  soul  partly  taken  into,  and  having  found  a 
place  of  rest  in,  the  life? 

Ans.  The  enemy  lies  near  to  deceive;  and  while  be  hath 
power  to  tempt,  if  there  be  a  hearkening  to  his  temptations, 
there  is  a  departure  from  the  pure  life,  and  a  return  of  the 
capti\nty  or  bewildering  in  some  measure.  In  the  faith  and 
in  the  obedience  to  the  light  of  life  is  tlie  preservation ;  out 
of  it  is  death  and  destruction  eternally. 

Quest.  Is  not  the  Pure  Being  untouched  by  death  and 
destruction?  And  shall  not  the  creature,  when  it  is  re- 
deemed into  him,  be  as  he  is? 

Ans.  The  Pure  Being  cannot  be  impure,  evil  cannot  en- 
ter upon  him,  it  hath  no  place  in  him,  his  nature  excluding 
it;  nor  can  it  enter  into  the  principle  of  life  that  comes  from 
him,  and  is  always  presers-ed  by  him ;  nor  can  it  enter  upon 
that  man  who  is  begotten  of  that  principle,  abideth  with  it, 
and  is  preserved  in  it.  But  so  to  be  in  him,  as  to  abide  and 
not  go  forth,  is  a  great  state,  even  higher  than  the  fir^t 
Adam  knew. 

Quest.  But  are  not  light  and  darkness,  good  and  evil,  all 
alike  to  God?  And  shall  they  not  be  so  also  to  him,  who 
is  in  perfect  unity  and  fellowship  with  God? 

Ans.  All  the  light  and  darkness,  good  and  evil,  which 
can  issue  from  the  creature,  cannot  reach  God's  being  as  it 
is  in  itself,  but  only  so  far  as  he  hath  pleased  to  expose  his 
life  (in  the  various  manifestations  thereof)  to  be  reached 
thereby.  Yet  his  eye  seeth  the  evil  and  the  good;  the  per- 
fection and  the  imperfection,  and  his|nature  is|pertectly  ex- 
cluded ftom  all  evil  and  imperfection,  insomuch  as  he  can- 
not poMibly  li«  or  deceive^  or  be  unrighteom  or  uumercifel 
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in  any  of  hift  diBpensationB ;  and  that  which  is  gathered  into 
him,  is  thuB  one  with  him.  But  that  whieh  can  do  any 
thing  which  is  sinful  and  evil  in  itself  is  not  in  the  true 
unity  with  the  eternal  Being,  bnt  in  the  deceit  of  that  spirit 
which  erreth  from  him,  and  enteretii  the  creature  in  the  im- 
agined likeness  of  his  life  and  happiness. 

Quest.  How  far  may  persons  go,  and  yet  be  liable  to  the 
enemy's  snare  ? 

Ans.  Very  far.  They  may  come  out  of  Egypt;  they  may 
pass  through  the  wilderness ;  they  may  receive  an  inheritance 
or  portion  in  the  holy  land;  they  may  have  houses  and  vine- 
yards which  they  builded  not  nor  planted ;  they  may  have' 
had  deep  draughts  of  the  life,  deep  incomes  of  the  love, 
large  riches  of  the  grace,  and  precious  tastes  of  the  fulness. 
They  may  have  been  in  the  Paradise  of  God;  may  have 
been  anointed  by  God;  may  have  stood  upon  his  holy  moun- 
tain, and  walked  up  and  down  in  the  midst  of  the  stones  of 
lire,  &c.,  and  yet  the  enemy  may  have  leave  to  tempt,  and 
may  find  entrance  for  his  temptation ;  advancing  above  his 
estate  in  the  deceivableness,  and  increasing  the  glory  in  the 
eye  of  the  wisdom  which  he  steals  in ;  and  so  hold  the  spir- 
it captive  in  his  golden  chains,  and  lead  it  back  again  to  the 
chambers  of  death. 

Quest.  How  doth,  or  can,  the  enemy  prevail  over  persons 
in  so  glorious  an  estate? 

Ans.  By  opening  a  larger  eye  in  them,  than  is  given 
tbem  in  the  life  to  see  with.  The  eye  of  life  is  limited  in 
man,  and  man  is  to  be  held  within  the  limits  and  openings 
of  life;  and  his  heart  and  mind  to  be  bounded  within  the 
desires  and  delights  which  arise  from  the  lite:  he  is  to 
wait  on  the  life,  for  its  living,  moving,  and  being  all  in  his 
being:  and  here  he  shall  be  large  enough,  and  full  enough, 
and  wise  enough,  and  happy  enough.  But  there  is  some- 
what which  presents  to  him  a  kingdom,  a  riches,  a  domin- 
*ion,  a  vastness  of  perfection  in  himself,  and  at  his  own 
command;  the  which,  he  beginning  to  listen  unto,  the  same 
opens  an  eye  in  him  to  see  the  beauty  and  glory  thereoi^ 
and  then  immediately  his  heart  is  taken,  and  he  cannot 
Vol.  IL—  23 
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avoid  the  snare;  nor  can  he  henceforth  know  where  he  ifl, 
until  that  which  he  hath  forsaken  again  please  to  visit  him, 
and  to  discover  to  him  his  iniquity  and  error  from  the  true 
root 

Quest  What  is  the  way  [of  safety,  when  Ood  enlargeth 
the  territories  of  life  in  the  soul,  and  causeth  his  love  and 
grace  to  abound? 

Ans.  To  drink  the  draughts  of  joy  and  sweetness  in  the 
pure  fear  and  trembling;  not  departing  therefrom  in  what- 
ever it  doth  for  God,  or  receives  from  him,  till  the  salvation 
be  wholly  wrought  out  and  perfected,  the  habitation  of  un- 
Bpotted  love  prepared,  and  the  soul  led  into,  and  seated  in, 
its  complete  mansion  therein.  And  then  tiie  name  of  fear 
is  no  more  heard  of  in  the  land  of  life ;  though  the  princi- 
ple from  whence  the  fear  sprang,  and  the  birth  and  build- 
ing (which  was  begotten,  raised  up,  formed,  and  perfected 
in  the  fear)  abideth  for  ever.  So  that  the  pure  love  doth 
not  cast  out  the  pure  fear  (wherein  is  no  bondage  of  the 
life,  but  the  preservation  of  the  life  from  the  bondage),  but 
swallows  it  up  and  comprehends  it  For  the  pure  fear  ie 
but  love  descended,  and  the  pure  love  is  but  fear  ascended; 
the  eternal  principle  or  substanee  being  one  and  the  same 
in  both. 

Quest.  Is  there  then  such  a  place  of  safely,  upon  which 
the  enemy  cannot  intrench? 

Ans.  There  is  a  state  of  such  union  with  the  life,  as  the 
enemy  cannot  come  between;  where  there  is  lying  down 
and  rising  up  in  the  power  of  the  life,  and  no  beast  of  prey 
can  make  afraid  any  more ;  nor  can  any  root  of  bitterness 
spring  up  from  within,  to  trouble  or  make  any  disturbance 
between  the  life  and  the  soul  any  more. 


ISAAC  PENIJBTQTON.  287 


SOME 


QUESTIONS   AND   ANSWERS, 


conducing  towards 

The  further  manifestation  and  openixo  of  the  path  of 
redemption  and  eternal  life  to  the  eye  of  spiritual 
Israel. 

Quest.  How  (loth  the  Son  of  God,  or  Eternal  Word,  in 
whom  is  the  light  of  life,  redeem  man  out  of  the  fallen  es- 
tate, out  of  the  kingdom  of  darkness  and  death,  into  the 
kingdom  of  everlasting  righteousness  aijd  peace  in  the  life  ? 

Ans.  Three  ways.  Pir»t,  By  wounding  him  in  the  natu- 
ral and  corrupt  estate,  and  so  breaking  his  peace  and  pleas- 
ure in  the  kingdom  of  darkness,  and  making  him  weary 
thereof.  Secondly,  By  weakening  him  under  the  teachings 
and  chastisement  of  the  law.  Thirdly,  By  healing  and 
binding  him  up  with  the  oil  of  salvation,  in  the  power  of 
the  endless  life,  which  is  the  gospel.  ^ 

Quest.  How  doth  God  wound  him  in  the  natural  and  cor- 
rupt state? 

Ans.  By  pursuing  him  with  his  light,  which  letteth  him 
see  what  it  is,  tliscovering  the  evil  and  danger  of  it,  and  so 
weaning  his  heart  from  it^  and  making  him  look  out  after, 
and  long  for,  a  redeemer.  Oh!  how  burthensome  is  the 
captivity  to  the  awakened  soul,  when  he  hath  a  glimpse  of 
what  man  was  before  his  fall,  when  he  had  a  place  and  be- 
ing in  the  life,  with  a  spirit  suitable  to  the  life,  and  what  he 
is  now  in  his  estate  of  estrangedness  and  alienation  from 
the  life ;  and  wblther  he  is  going  in  his  paths  of  unright- 
eoQsness,  estrangedness,  and  alienation!  And  while  his 
heart  is  thus  returning  from  the  land  of  death  asd  captiv- 
ity, and  longing  after  the  redeeming  power  and  virtue  of 
the  life,  the  enemy — ^the  power  of  darkness — ^lays  loads  up- 
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on  liim,  drawing  him  more  and  more  under  the  chains  and 
bonds  of  iniquity  to  the  utmost  of  its  strength.  So  that  now 
lusts  abound,  evils  increase,  temptations  and  snares  multi- 
ply; and  in  the  land  of  captivity  their  strength  is  great,  th^ 
soul  weak  and  faint,  and  the  redeeming  power  and  virtue 
seem  very  far  off.  Now  this  is  the  estate  of  conversion; 
when  the  Lord,  in  the  midst  of  the  powers  of  death  and 
darkness,  turns  the  heart  from  them  towards  himself,  caus- 
ing it  to  wait  (under  the  caj^tivity)  for  the  appearance  of  the 
arm  of  his  strength,  to  break  the  yoke  of  the  oppreesor  from 
off  the  necks  of  the  oppressed,  and  so  to  bring  out  of  the 
land  of  death  and  darkness,  into  the  travels  towards  the 
land  of  promise;  where  the  peace,  the  life,  the  liberty  in  the 
Lord,  the  rest,  the  joy,  the  full  content  and  happiness  is 
reaped  by  the  soul  which  follows  the  Lamb  thither. 

Quest.  How  doth  God  weaken  the  creature  imder  the 
teachings  and  chaHtisements  of  the  law? 

Aus.  By  exercising  him  towards  good  and  evil,  and  cor- 
recting him  for  his  unbelief  and  disobedience,  as  he  finds 
good,  just,  and  necessary  for  him. 

Quest,  llow  doth  God  exercise  him  towards  good  and 
evil,  and  correct  him? 

Ans.  When  he  hath  brought  him  from  under  the  power 
of  darkness  in  some  measure;  and  in  some  measure  set  the 
spirit  free  therefrom,  by  the  virtue  of  his  life  springing  up 
in  the  heart,  then  he  exerciseth  the  heart  and  conversation 
towards  the  good  and  from*  the  evil;  then  he  giveth  out 
laws  for  or  against  things,  according  as  he  findeth  most 
proper  to  the  estate  of  every  particular  soul.  Now  upon 
the  giving  forth  of  the  law  (the  life  being  in  some  measure 
raised),  there  is  that  which  loves  its  teachings  and  pure  path, 
and  there  is  that  also  which  draws  back  from  it;  and  that 
being  yet  strong,  there  come  many  strokes  and  chaatise- 
ments  from  the  Lord,  upon  his  own  dear  child*  And  these 
are  bitter;  and  to  be  forced  into  the  sin  which  it  loatlws, 
and  in  heart  is  turned  from ;  and  to  be  kept  from  tke^od 
which  it  longs  after,  and  in  heart  is  united  to  (partly  by  the 
strength  of  the  enemy^  and  partly  by  reason  of  its  own 
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1  and  negligence))  this  is  bitto*  also;  insomuch  as 
it  meth  out  day  after  day,  and  findeth  this  administration 
of  the  law  almost  as  heavy  a  yoke  as  the  land  of  captivity 
itself  was,  because  of  the  wesJbiess  of  it  through  the  flesh, 
and  the  strength  and  advantages  which  the  corruption  of 
the  heart  and  prince  of  darkness  gather  thereby. 

Quest.  What  is  the  benefit  of  these  exercises  upon  the 
soul? 

Ans.  They  melt,  they  break,  they  make  the  heart  tender 
and  fit  to  be  moulded  by  tiie  eternal  virtue  and  power,  into 
a  vessel  for  the  power. 

Quest.  What  frames  of  spirit  do  they  work  the  heart  or 
mind  into? 

Ans.  Into  very  many  precious  ones.    As  for  instance, 

First,  Hiey  make  the  spirit  poor.  The  cTaily  inroads  of  sin 
and  corruption  daahing  against  tlie  holy  and  righteous  law 
of  life,  the  overbearing  the  strong  desires  after  purity,  and 
forcing  into  the  defilement,  hindering  the  soul  from  doing 
what  it  loves,  and  making  it  do  what  it  hates  and  would 
not,  this  makes  it  become  poorer  and  poorer,  and  more 
afflicted  day  by  day.  Upon  some  visitations  of  the  pure 
life,  and  some  fresh  virtue  received,  oh,  how  strong  doth 
the  soul  seem!  but  when  it  suddenly  forfeits  its  mercies, 
loses  its  freshness,  and  is  plunged  deeper  in  the  pit  than  be- 
fore, how  poor  and  weak  doth  it  then  feel  itself,  trembling 
at  the  next  openings  of  the  life,  and  springings  up  of  the 
virtue  thereof  in  it,  not  knowing  what  weakness,  captivity, 
entanglements,  and  misery  from  the  snares  of  death  remain 
to  follow ! 

Secondly,  Thet/  bring  into  a  ynourning  estate.  They  fill  the 
eyes  with  tears,  and  the  heart  with  sorrow;  yea,  they  cause 
an  entrance  into  t/ie  house  of  mourning.  To  be  accustomed 
to  wounds,  bruises,  snares,  grieving  of  the  Spirit,  provoking 
of  t^e  deliverer,  furthering  and  giving  advantages  to  the 
enemy,  kc.j  the  sense  of  this  oveinvhelms  the  heart  with 
gfie^  and  causeth  continual  sorrow  and  lamentation  to  that 
which  fe  upright  towards  God. 

Thirdly,    Theif  bring  into  a  meek^  7nerviful,  ienderJiearted 
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framt  towards  others.  He  that  is  tempted,  be  that  often 
falls,  and  is  so  often  wounded  and  made  miserable,  he  pities 
those  that  err ;  he  mourns  over  the  miserable.  His  heart 
is  broken  viith  the  sins  and  afflictions  of  others,  and  he 
knoweth  not  how  to  be  hard  towards  them,  feeling  such 
continual  need  of  abundant  mercy  himself  It  is  the  rich 
man,  the  sound  man  in  religion,  that  is  rough  and  hard; 
but  he  that  is  once  thoroughly  melted  in  the  furnace,  and 
made  up  again,  is  made  but  tender,  and  retaineth  the  im- 
pression of  the  meekness,  love,  and  mercy  for  ever.  Now  a 
broken  estate  in  religion,  or  a  state  of  waiting  for  the  life,  is 
much  more  precious  than  that  which  is  rich  and  full  by 
what  it  had  formerly  received,  and  still  holdeth  out  of  the 
iuiiuediute  feelhig  and  fresh  virtue  of  the  life. 

Fourthly,  llicf/  biiii^  into  a  hungry  and  thirsty  state  after  ho- 
/iness  and  riyhteQUsn(\'<s.  Oh,  how  the  soul  that  is  sensible  of 
it*^  filth  longeth  to  be  washed!  How  it  panteth  after  the 
piistures  of  life,  the  food  of  life,  the  living  waters?  to  ap- 
pear before  and  enjoy  God,  in  the  laud  of  the  living! 
Ohj  how  doth  the  heart,  that  is  daily  afflicted  with  its  un- 
belief and  (liHobedieuoe,  long  for  tlio  faith  that  stands  in 
the  power,  and  the  obedience  that  flows  fi'om  the  power! 
''  Oh,  teach  nie  thy  statutes;  sliow  me  the  pure  path  of  obe- 
<lience  in  the  way  of  life;  guide  my  feet  in  the  way  ever- 
lasting! Oh,  write  thy  fear  in  my  heart,  that  I  may  not  de- 
part from  tiiee;  .create  a  clean  heart  in  me,  and  put  thy 
Spirit  within  me  to  be  my  strength!  Oh,  continue  thy 
loving-kindness  to  them  that  know  thee,  and  thy  righteous- 
ncHs  to  the  npriglit  in  heart  I "  Oh,  what  unutterable  breath- 
ings daily  issue  out  from  the  broken  spirit,  towards  the 
spring  of  its  life! 

Fifthly,  T/ie)/  briny  into  a  pure  frame^  into  a  cleanness 
of  inside.  "  Cleanse  first  the  inside  of  the  cup  and  platter,'' 
said  Christ  to  the  Pharisees;  and  he  d^th  so  in  his  diseiples. 
"With  the  mind  I  serve  the  law  of  God,"  said  Paul^  when 
he  cried  out,  '^  Oh !  wretched  man  that  I  am,  who  siuill  de- 
liver? "  It  is  not  conceivable  what  purity  of  heart  is  formed 
by  God  in  his  Israel,  by  the  fire  wliieli  he  ktndletk  in  his 
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Zion,  and  by  ibe  furnace  which  he  setteth  up  in  his  JeniBa- 
lem;  for  though  in  the  fomace  the  droBs  still  appears,  the 
sight  whereof  is  aipi  to  griere  and  afflict  the  precious  hefcrt, 
yet  the  melting  and  purifying  sweetly  go  on,  mid  the  soul 
(which  abideth  the  heat)  is  effectually  cleansed  thereby,  as 
IB  very  manifest  afterwards,  when  righteousness  springs  up^ 
with  the  qtiiet  fruit  thereof;  but  this  cannot  be  discerned, 
while  the  flames  are  discovering  and  taking  hold  of  the  un- 
righteousness. 

Sixthly,  They  bring  ixUo  a  patient  frame;  fit  to  bear  re- 
proaches and  persecutions  from  the  world,  who,  in  the  midst 
of  all  this  weakness,  misery,  and  distress,  lay  loads  upon 
the  poor  soul,  persecuting  him  whom  God  hath  smitten, 
and  speaking  to  the  grief  of  him  whom  God  hath  wounded. 
God  smites  for  want  of  obedience;  for  too  much  propensity, 
to  please  the  world;  for  not  coming  soon  enough  out  of 
their  customs,  vanities,  earthly  ways  and  worships;  and  so 
soon  as  the  heart  and  conversation  are  given  up  in  obedi- 
ence to  the  Lord,  the  world  is  discontent,  and  they  smite 
and  persecute  because  of  the  obedience.  Now  the  more  the 
spirit  is  broken  by  the  hand  of  the  Lord,  and  taught  there- 
by to  fear  him;  and  the  less  strength  it  hath  in  itself,  to 
grapple  with  the  persecuting  spirit  of  the  world;  the  fitter 
it  is  to  stand  in  God's  counsel,  to  wait  for  his  strength  and 
preservation,  which  is  able  to  bear  up  its  head  above  all  the 
rage  and  swelling  of  the  waters  of  the  worldly  spirit  in  the 
men  of  this  world. 

Much  more  might  be  said,  but  this  may  suffice.  What  is 
behind  will  be  felt  inwardly,  as  the  soul  waits  on  God  in 
the  leadings  of  his  Spirit,  through  the  teachings,  chastise- 
ments, and  distresses  of  the  law. 

Quest.  With  what  kind  of  things  doth  the  Lord  exercise 
the  spirits  of  his  Israel,  to  bring  their  hearts  into  these  and 
such  other  like  precious  frames? 

Ans.  With  several  sorts  and  kinds  of  things,  both  out- 
ward and  inward ;  as, 

Fin*t,  With  <>i>positii)ns,  ro{)roaches,  and  interruptions 
from  the  earthly  part,  both  in  the  men  of  this  world,  and  in 
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themeelyes.  There  is  abttndanoe  witibm,  and  aboadftiice 
withoat,  to  resist,  disdain,  and  interrapt  the  work  of  Gtod  in 
the  heart,  to  oppose  and  withstand  that  which  he  hath  be* 
gotten  there;  his  leadings  of  it,  and  its  obedience  to  him. 

Secondly,  Witibi  temptations  firom  the  enemy,  even  of 
many  kinds,  natures,  and  degrees,  according  to  the  present 
temper  and  condition  of  the  soul;  as  either  to  doubt,  and 
so  despair;  or  be  confident  in  the  flesh  fix>m  knowledge  re- 
ceived, out  of  the  pure  fear  and  fresh  feeling  of  the  life;  so 
again,  either  to  halt  or  draw  back,  or  to  be  over-hasty  and 
forward;  so  likewise,  either  not  to  Obey  and  act  for  God,  or 
to  act  in  that  will  and  wisdom  which  is  against  God.  Now 
these,  with  such  like^  are  very  num^^us,  frequent,  and 
sometimes  very  violent  and  impetuous. 
.  Thirdly,  By  withdrawings  of  the  life  and  sweet  presence 
of  God  from  the  souL  These  are  very  frequent  from  the 
Lord  towards  his  people,  insomuch  as  he  is  called  by  this 
title;  ''The*God  that  hideth  his  face  from  the  house  of  Ja- 
cob." Isa.  viii.  17.  chap.  xlv.  15. 

Fourthly,  By  buffetings  and  prevailings  of  the  enemy. 
When  the  Spirit  is  grieved,  the  life  wounded,  and  with- 
draws inward,  the  enemy  often  gets  ground,  giving  wounds 
and  causing  bruises  to  the  soul;  not  only  tempting,  but 
iindiug  entrance,  and  taking  in  the  snare  the  bird  which 
ouce  escaped,  and  was  delivered. 

Fifthly,  By  doubts,  fears,  and  confused  reasonings  con- 
cerning the  voice  of  God  and  the  voice  of  the  enemy.  In 
the  hour  of  darkness  (when  the  Lord  seeth  good  to  let  forth 
the  power  thereof,  and  to  withdraw  the  beams  of  his  light), 
how  can  that  be  clearly  distinguished,  which  alone  is  known 
and  seen  in  the  light?  How  can  the  motions,  drawings,  and 
pure,  low  workings  of  the  life,  be  discerned  from  the  hise 
images  and  transformings  of  the  enemy?  Oh,  the  misery 
and  anguish  of  the  poor  soul  in  this  condition !  how  is  the 
poor,  upright  heart  pained  between  faith  and  unbelief  obe- 
dience and  disobedience,  &c,  not  knowing  when  it  is  drawn 
forward  or  backward,  or  by  whom. 
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C^ert*  When  do  tiie«e  esmiMeB  b«^t  md  how  Imig  do 
thej  ocmtinael 

Ana.  The  Lord  dotb  begin  to  exereiee  tiie  soul  ev^i  in 
Egypt;  for  ftfter  the  {nromifie  (of  delhnerance  from  spiritnal 
Pharaoh)  the  bonds  inereafte,  the  yoke  grows  more  heavy, 
Pharaoh  grows  n^ore  violent  and  fdrious,  the  captivity  in- 
creaseth  much;  but  there  is  no  sight  of  redemption  at  all, 
save  to  that  eye  which  is  weak,  and  easily  overborne  in  Is- 
rael. But  the  exercises  are  much  more  full  and  sharp  in 
the  wilderness,  where  Israel  is  led  about,  tried,  afflicted, 
consumed  day  by  day,  as  if  he  should  never  come  to  the 
holy  land,  nor  any  of  Israel  be  left  to  enter  therein.  Yea, 
in  Canaan,  in  the  rich  possession,  in  the  plenteous  overflow- 
ings of  the  life,  there  is  still  somewhat  left  to  try  Israel,  and 
bring  him  low  with,  if  at  any  time  he  be  exalted  with  the 
glory  and  fulness  of  his  own  estate,  and  begin  to  forget  his 
<io(L 

Quest.  Why  doth  Grod  thus  exercise  his  Israel?  Why 
doth  he  lead  them  in  such  a  knotty,  and  not  in  a  more  easy 
and  ready  way  to  the  everlasting  possession,  and  to  the  ful- 
ness thereof? 

Ans.  Because  their  estate  and  condition  require  it.  They 
could  not  be  so  purified  and  fitted  for  the  life ;  their  vessels 
would  not  be  so  enlarged  to  receive  it  in,  nor  they  so  safely 
enjoy  it,  were  it  not  t<v*  this  course  of  wisdom,  wherein  God 
exercises  and  trieth  every  cranny  of  their  spirits,  until  he 
hathperfected  them,  and  stopped  up  the  entrance  of  death 
everywhere. 

Quest.  How  do  these  exercises  purify  and  enlarge  them  V 

Ans.  First,  •  They  try  the  strength  and  virtue  of  the  life 
in  them,  and  discover  to  them  their  ftrhher  want  thereof. 
In  the  time  of  the  soul's  prosperity  there  seems  to  be 
enough;  but  the  day  of  distress  maketh  manifest  the  estate 
and  condition  as  it  is.  Then  the  Mth,  the  love,  the  patience, 
the  meekness,  the  constancy,  and  chasten  ess  to  the  spouse 
(loving  him,  and  eleaving  to  him,  above  all,  and  in  all) 
many  times  are  found  to  be  less  than  they  were  judged  to 
be. 


Seeoodfy,  It  MiigiB  to  a  mklimg^m  God  for  strppoM,  «nd 
for  receiying  of  more  from  him.  Then  tiie  life  brettliefl 
rigoroosly,  and  the  sonl  hanken  after,  dearee  to,  and  aeeB 
its  need  both  of  the  presenoe  and  increase  of  the  virtite  of 
the  life.  Then  he  that  was  rich  t)eeome8  poor,  and  he  that 
was  fall  beciHiies  empty  and  nothing;  yea^  he  that  had 
enough  to  live  on  and  to  spare,  is  now  pressed  with  hunger, 
want^  and  penury. 

Thirdly,  It  prepares  for  a  clearer  entrance  into,  and  safdr 
enjoyment  of,  the  fulness;  As  the  soul  is  more  emptied  of 
the  strength  and  riches  it  received  from  God ;  so  it  is  more 
prepared  to  enter  into,  and  live  in,  the  Pure  Being  itself. 
For  nothing  can  live  there  which  veils.  In  the  life  God  was, 
and  is,  and  is  tx)  be  all  in  all  for  ever.  That,  therefore, 
which  enters  there,  and  lives  and  abides  there,  must  be 
poor,  empty,  naked,  nothing,  and  remain  nothing  for  ever. 
As  it  gathers  any  thing  from  the  fulness,  and  becomes  any 
thing  in  itself,  thereby  it  is  shut  out. 

Quest.  How  dotli  God  heal  and  bind  up  that  which  he 
hath  wounded  and  broken  to  pieces  with  his  various  and 
frequent  exercises? 

Ans.  By  opening  the  power  of  the  endless  life,  in  the  ves- 
sel which  he  hath  thoroughly  purified  and  prepared,  and 
filling  it  with  the  power.  The  free  power  of  life,  that  is  the 
gospel.  To  the  meek,  to  the  broken-hearted,  to  the  cleansed 
it  is  prophesied ;  and  when  the  work  of  cleansing  is  finished, 
the  wound  made  wide  enough,  and  kept  open  long  enough, 
and  the  death  to  the  first  husband  fully  accomplished,  then 
the  perfect  oil  is  perfectly  poured  in,  and  everlasting  health 
and  salvation  obtained.  This  is  the  end  which  God  aims 
at  in  the  visitations  and  leadings  of  his  seed;  happy  are 
they  that  pass  through  the  vale  of  misery,  and  drink  off  the 
dregs  of  the  ^^cup  of  trembling,''  not  fiiinting  nor  sitting 
down  by  the  way,  but  following  the  fitithful  Shepherd  and 
Leader  of  Israel,  till  thoy  arrive  here. 

Quest.  What  is  the  great  danger  in  the  padh  of  life  ? 

Ans.  The  great  danger  is  of  ascending  a  step  higher  than 
the  present  estate  and  condition  will  bear;  for  by  this  mea&B 
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tim  wpiriBg  nund  gete  up^amL  k  eiultody  aad  hoMAtfaaonie- 
whit  reeeived  from  tke  life,  out  of  the  pure  jfear  wMch  pre* 
Mires  the  heeii  dean,  and  out  of  the  senaible  feeling  which 
keepeth  fireeh  and  living  to  God.  And  then  the  simplicity 
ifl  betrayed,  and  a  wrong  spirit  lives,  and  a  wrong  eye  is 
opened ;  so  that  there  is  nothing  now  but  whoredom  from 
the  life,  and  the  heart  exalted  and  conceited  in  the  way  of 
its  whoredoms,  as  if  it  were  the  pure  bed  and  most  excel- 
lent  way  of  enjoymeit  of  the  life* 

Quest.  What  way  is  there  of  preservation  herefrom? 

Ans.  Watching  to  the  life,  keeping  low  in  the  fear,  and 
close  to  the  feeling.  Here  the  aspirer  is  shut  out,  or  soon 
espied  at  his  beginning  to  enter,  and  then  the  living  cross 
received,  which  crucifieth  and  driveth  him  back.  And  in- 
deed there  is  no  way  of  safety  in  the  travels  towards  the 
enjoyment  of  life,  or  under  any  enjoyment  before  the  state 
of  perfect  death,  but  under  the  cross  to  that  spirit  and  na- 
ture which  would  dwell  there,  and  please  itself  therewith, 
and  be  somewhat  therein,  and  so  forget  the  pure  everlasting 
spring,  adulterating  with  the  streamings  forth  of  it. 

Man  was  made  for  God  to  be  a  vessel  of  his  pleasure,  to 
receive  his  content,  eiyoyment,  and  happiness  by  reflection. 
80  that  man's  proper  work  was  to  watch  to  the  spring  from 
whence  he  came;  to  be  disposed  of,  ordered,  and  to  be  ac- 
cording to  his  pleasure.  This  was  natural  to  man  before 
his  &11,  till  a  corrupt  spirit  by  deceit  entered  him,  and  cor- 
rupted him.  And  while  any  thing  of  that  corrupt  spirit  or 
&llen  nature  remains,  he  is  apt  to  aspire  in  the  self-hood, 
and  to  seek  the  enjoyment  of  what  comes  from  the  fountain 
(yea,  and  the  fountain  itself  also)  in  and  according  to  the 
will  and  wisdom  of  the  self-hood.  And  here  let  man  re- 
ceive what  gifts  soever  from  God,  be  advanced  to  ever  so 
high  a  habitation  in  the  land  of  life,  yea,  have  the  very  foun- 
tain itself  given  him;  yet  by  this  means  he  will  corrupt,  lose 
the  gift  or  spring,  be  separated  from  it,  and  adulterate  with 
what  he  can  still  retain  or  gather  in  his  own  principle. 
And  here  do  deep  travellers  lose  their  way,  &lling  from 
their  portion  in  the  land  of  life,  and  from  their  ei^joymMiti 
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in  the  paradise  of  the  pleasure  of  the  life,  into  the  earthly 
and  sensual  spirit,  holding  tilings  whelj  and  richly  there 
in  the  earthly  principle,  not  knowing  the  remove  of  their 
habitation  thither,  nor  thinking  that  they  are  there. 

He  that  readeth  these  things,  let  him  not  strive  to  com- 
prehend them ;  but  be  content  with  what  he  feeleth  thereof 
suitable  to  his  own  present  estate:  and  as  the  life  grows  in 
him,  and  he  in  the  life,  and  he  comes  to  meet  with  the 
things  and  exercises  spoken  o^  the  words  and  experiences 
concemirig  them  will  of  themselves  open  to  him,  and  be 
useful  and  serviceable  to  him  so  fer  as  the  Lord  pleaseth, 
he  keeping  to  the  leadings,  savor,  and  principle  of  life  in 
himself,  wherein  alone  his  knowledge,  sight,  growth,  andi 
experiences  are  safe.  ' 

Now  he  that  would  travel  safely  in  spirit  unto  the  land  of 
life,  let  him  wait  to  have  these  things  following  written  by 
the  finger  of  God  in  his  heart,  and  the  sense  and  impres- 
sion thereof  preserved  fresh  in  him. 

First,  It  is  the  fi-ee  grace  of  God  which  begins  the  work 
of  redemption,  which  causeth  the  light  to  shine,  which 
worketh  the  repentance  or  turning  from  the  dead  state,  and 
klso  the  belief  in,  and  turning  towards,  the  living  God. 

Secondly,  It  is  the  same  grace  alone  that  can  preserve 
and  cause  the  plant  of  grace  to  grow.  If  there  be  a  with- 
drawing of  the  light,  a  withholding  of  the  free  inflnence, 
that  which  depends  thereupon  cannot  retain  its  freshness ; 
which  the  Lord  may  do  as  often  as  he  pleaseth,  for  the 
chastisement  of  the  rebellious  part,  or  for  the  trial  of  his 
pure  life  and  virtue  in  his  plants. 

Thirdly,  The  grace  of  God  visiting  the  soul  in  the  death, 
in  the  darkness,  in  the  fallen  estate,  begetteth  life  anew  in 
it,  maketh  it  in  some  measure  light  in  the  Lord,  openeth  an 
eye  in  it  to  see  the  things  of  God,  an  ear  to  hear  and  dis- 
tinguish between  the  sound  of  life  and  of  death,  a  heaii;  to 
turn  from  and  refrise  the  vanity,  and  to  turn  towards  and 
abide  in  the  living  substance. 

Fourthly,  The  Spirit  of  God  carries  on  the  work  of  re- 
dABption,  by  drawing,  leading,  and  acting  the  qiuckened 
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BOul:  by  exercising  that  which  he  hath  begotten  in  the  life, 
Qiider  the  law  of  the  life.  Thus  the  life  draws  the  soul 
daily  nearer  and  nearer  towards  the  everlasting  spring,  and 
from  the  fading  emptiness  of  sin,  vanity,  and  the  creature- 
hood;  and  the  soul,  by  the  enlivening  virtue,  daily  follows 
on  after  the  life,  in  the  leadings,  spirit,  and  power  thereof. 
There  ig  a  living  soul  begotten  by  the  vii-tue  of  the  grace, 
and  the  living  soul  dail}'  lives  in  the  grace,  and  travels  in 
the  virtue  thereof  from  the  unbelief  to  the  faith,  from  the 
enmity  to  the  love,  from  the  perverseness  to  the  straitness, 
from  the  iniquity  to  the  righteousness,  even  from  all  the 
territories  of  the  darkness,  and  also  fi'om  the  weak  meas- 
ures and  degrees  of  the  grace  and  life  towards  the  fulness 
itself,  even  until  it  perfectly  centre  in,  and  be  fully  filled 
therewith. 

Fifthly,  Where  there  is  a  stopping  of  the  virtue  received 
from  the  grace,  and  not  an  answer  in  the  heart,  there  the 
work  of  redemption  is  stopped.  If  the  soul  follow  not  in 
the  drawing,  the  dmwing  is  lost,  as  to  it.  If  the  ear  open 
not  to  hear  the  voice  of  the  Word,  or  if  it  be  not  mixed 
with  faith  in*  the  heart  hearing,  it  proves  ineftectual.  If 
strength  issue  forth  from  the  Lord,  yet  if  the  soul  re- 
ceive not  the  strength  which  issueth  forth  and  bubbleth  up 
in  it,  or  answer  it  not  in  giving  up  to  it,  and  travelling  on, 
the  soul  abideth  where  it  was  at  least,  if  it  also  retire  not 
backward  from  that  estate  and  condition  whereto  the  life 
had  advanced  it:  for  if  the  virtue  of  the  life  and  grace  be 
reftised,  there  is  an  advantage  given  to  death  to  re-enter, 
and  gain  ground  by  its  contrary  virtue  and  power. 

Sixthly,  Mark  theretbre  diligently  how  the  Lord  d(Jth 
carry  on  the  dispensation  of  his  love  and  free  grace,  even 
as  if  there  were  much  done  by  the  strength  and  diligence 
of  the  creature.  What  wounding  of  itself  by  repentance ! 
what  striving  to  believe!  what  wrestling  against  enemies, 
and  for  the  influences  of  the  grace,  and  to  keep  the  hopo 
up,  and  Uie  distrust  out !  What  strict  watching  and  waiting, 
even  as  if  the  creature  did  work  out  its  whole  salvation ! 

Seventhly,  Though  the  creature  seemoth  to  do  much  it- 
Vol.  XL—  24 
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Felf  (having  received  life  from  the  grace,  and  acting  abnn- 
dantly  towards  God  in  the  grace),  yet  it  is  the  grace  and 
virtiie  which  comes  from  the  Creator  (who  is  also  the  Re- 
deetuer)  which  indeed  doth  all:  for  though  the  creature 
repent  reall3%  and  turn  from  the  darkness  with  ita  whole 
heart,  yet  the  repentance  is  of  the  ^^rtue  which  flows  from 
the  grace,  and  not  of  the  creature  which  receives  the  grace: 
and  80  likewise  in  the  faith,  the  love,  the  obedience,  the 
meekness,  the  patience,  the  watching,  the  waiting,  the  hop- 
ing, &c.  Yea,  the  very  receiving  the  grace  is  not  of  the 
creature,  but  of  the  grace :  for  the  creature  is  dead  until  it 
be  visited  by  the  grace :  and  by  the  visitation  of  the  grace 
alone  is  made  alive,  and  able  to  receive  it. 

Behold  then  the  mystery  of  redemption.  God  is  all  in  re- 
demption ;  God  doth  all  therein  as  fully  as  in  creation  (it  is 
a  new  creation)  even  the  whole  work  thereof;  yet  the  creat- 
ure quickened  and  renewed  is  in  unity  with  him  in  his  op- 
erations. Phil,  ii.  12,  18.  He  whose  eyes  are  opened  can 
read  the  mysterj^  and  iu  true  underetauding  say  (if  he  hath 
been  led,  and  hath  proceeded  so  far),  "I  am  able  to  do  all 
things  through  Christ  that  strengtheneth  me;  yet  not  I,  but 
the  grace  of  God  in  me."  Now  to  bring  the  creature  to 
tliis,  the  Lord  exerciseth  it  daily  in  obedience  unto  him,  in 
the  life  and  virtue  which  floweth  forth  from  him,  causing  it 
to  feel  its  weakness  as  it  forgets  the  virtue,  or  aspires  to 
live  of  itself  on  the  virtue  received,  out  of  the  sensible  feel- 
ing of  its  dependence  upon  the  spring.  And  indeed  tlie 
virtue  that  comes  from  God  can  alone  answer  God,  and  the 
iTcature  is  only  accepted  with  the  Spring  and  Father  oftife, 
iis.it  irt  found  therein. 

Quest  But  if  the  work  of  redemption  be  wrought  by 
(jod'e  creating  power,  how  cometh  it  to  meet  with  so  many 
rubs  and  interruptions,  and  sometimes  overturnings?  Can 
any  thing  stop  God's  creating  power? 

Ans.  So  far  as  God  absolntely  pleaseth  to  create,  Hothiug 
vmi  stop  or  hinder ;  but  the  entrance  of  that  which  he  be- 
gitineth  to  create  into  the  creature,  and  its  getting  a  being 
tliere,  as  also  the  growtli  and  preservation  of  it  tkeN>  may 
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be  hindemi  by  the  fbree  of  spiritaal  etiemies,  if  tlie  Lore} 
pleasM  to  permit ;  or  by  the  grieving  and  provoking  of  that 
fipee  powerv  which  alone  begetteth  and  preserveth  life  in 
the  heart 

Obj.  Then  the  work  of  redemption  is  not  carried  on  by 
an  absolnte,  free-creating  power. 

Ana.  The  creating  power  and  preserving  power  is  the 
same;  but  the  work  is  somewhat  different,  both  in  the  ont- 
ward)  visible  creation,  and  inward,  new  creation.  The  pres- 
ervation of  that  which  is  created  and  planted  (nnto  its 
growth  and  perfection)  is  by  the  same  power  which  created 
and  planted;  but  rather  in  a  way  of  care,  industry,  art,  and 
skill,  than  of  such  immediate  fonre  and  power,  thongh  by 
the  exercise  and  patting  forth  of  the  same  virtue  and  power. 

There  are  three  things  in  redemption : 

First,  There  is  the  issuing  out  of  the  free  g^ace,  love,  vir- 
tue, and  divine  power  towards  the  creature. 

Secondly,  There  is  the  opening  of  the  estate  of  the  creat- 
ure thereby,  convincing  and  drawing  it  out  of  the  aliena- 
tion from  the  life,  towards  unity  with  the  life. 

Thirdly,  There  is  the  following  of  the  creature  after  the 
life,  in  the  quickening  virtue  of  the  drawings,  through  all 
the  snares,  temptations,  diversions  and  oppositions  of  the 
enemy. 

Now  there  is  no  hindering  of  the  issuing  forth  of  the  free 
grace  towards  the  creature,  or  of  those  convictions  and  in- 
clinations of  the  creature  to  follow,  which  necessarily  ensue 
thereupon.  But  the  pursuit  and  progress  of  the  creature 
(or  its  abiding  \vith  the  quickening  virtue  and  power)  may 
many  ways  be  interrupted  and  diverted,  and  so  the  creature 
drawn  from  under  the  influence  of  the  free  covenant;  for 
thongh  the  covenant  be  free,  yet  the  creature  only  partakes 
of  it,  as  it  is  drawn  into  it,  and  preserved  in  it. 

Therefore  let  those  fear  who  feel  the  power  and  redeem- 
ing virtue,  and  know,  that  notwithstanding  the  free  and 
certain  promise  to  the  seed,  yet  the  creature  is  as  clay  in  the 
hands  of  the  potter,  which  may  be  made  a  vessel  of  honor 
or  dishonor,  as  he  pleaseth  to  favor  it,  or  take  occasion 
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agaiust  it.  And  whoever  would  paas  tlirougb  the  workW 
salvation  and  redemption^  unto  the  salvation  and  redemp- 
tion itself^  in  the  living  virtue  received  from  the  life,  let 
him  keep  fast  hold  on  the  good  pleasure,  and  in  it  give  all 
diligence  to  make  his  calling  and  election  sure,  working 
out  his  salvation  with  fear  and  trembling,  because  Qod 
worketh  in  him  both  to  will  and  to  do  of  his  good-will. 
And  walking  diligently  and  industriously  in  this  path,  be 
may  attain  the  seal  of  the  redemption,  even  that  mark 
which  can  never  be  worn  out,  and  to  full  assurance  of  faith 
iu  the  redeeming  power;  though  it  is  also  possible  for  him 
afterwards,  through  much  negligence  and  grieving  of  the 
Spirit  whereby  he  was  sealed,  to  lose  the  sight  of  the  mark, 
and  tlie  comfort  of  the  assurance,  which  was  once  fresh  and 
clear  in  his  spirit. 

For  a  close  at  this  time,  I  shall  add  a  few  words  concern- 
ing the  unity  of  God's  grace  (or  free  light  of  his  spirit)  not-  ' 
withstanding  the  various  estates  and  conditions  of  man 
whom  it  visits,  and  the  variety  of  its  operations. 

There  is  a  three-fold  dtate  of  man,  wherein  the  grace  of 
GK>d  visits  him. 

First,  The  gentile  state,  or  state  of  nature. 

Secondly,  the  Jew  state,  or  administration  of  the  law, 
wherein  God  takes  him  under  his  own  tuition,  making 
known  his  will  to  him>  and  requiring  obedience  of  him: 
and  not  only  so,  but  also  directs  him  to  the  inward  teacher, 
and  to  the  principle  of  the  pure  fear,  which  is  the  place  of 
wisdom's  teaching  and  instructions. 

Thirdly,  The  gospel-state,  or  state  of  faith,  where  the 
principle  is  raised,  the  seed  lives,  and  that  is  felt  springing* 
up,  known,  and  et\joyed,  which  does  the  will,  and  receives 
the  promise. 

Now  in  all  these,  the  law,  the  light,  the  life,  the  wisdom, 
tlxe  power,  are  one  and  the  same;  but  the  administrations 
are  different 

In  the  Gentile  state,  or  state  of  nature,  the  light  which 
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maVi  receiveB  there  (to  discover  evil,  and  work  him  into 
good)  is  of  the  Spirit,  and  by  virtue  of  th«  promise.  For 
he  had  been  everlastingly  shut  up  in  the  darkness,  had  it 
not  been  for  the  promise;  and  it  is  for  the  promise'  sake, 
and  from  the  free-grace,  that  he  hath  any  visitation  in  the 
state  of  nature,  and  any  desires  after,  or  leadings  towards, 
the  good,  and  from  the  evil;  which  spring  not,  nor  can 
spring,  from  corrupted  nature ;  but  from  the  free  fountain 
of  the  new  life. 

In  the  law-state,  the  light  grows  more  clear;  the  teacher 
is  there  discerned  and  acknowledged;  his  drawings,  warn- 
ings, instructions,  and  reproofs  felt  more  distinctly,  and  the 
soul  (that  is  watchful)  continually  exercised  therein. 

In  the  gospel-state,  the  principle  of  life  is  raised,  the 
promised  seed  come,  the  power  which  doth  the  will  re- 
ceived, and  the  light  of  life  entering  into,  and  possessing  the 
vessel. 

Xow  this  is  the  whole  of  man,  to  wait  on  the  ministration 
of  the  life  to  him  in  his  present  estate,  whether  he  be  yet  in 
the  estate  of  nature,  or  under  the  law,  or  under  grace.  To 
know  whence  his  redemption  springs,  and  to  wait  on  the 
redeeming  arm  for  the  beginnings,  progress,  and  perfecting 
of  it;  and  if  it  be  in  the  feeling  of  that  virtue,  it  is  enough; 
or  if  it  be  kept  longing  or  panting  after  it,  it  is  well ;  yea, 
if  there  be  but  a  desire  in  him  after  a  thirst,  there  is  hope; 
nay,  if  there  be  but  the  least  feeling  of  his  dead,  barren, 
and  senseless  estate,  there  is  some  life  in  him,  which  the 
Lord  loves,  and  will  find  a  time  to  express  his  bowels  to- 
wards: yea,  that  which  is  wholly  in  the  darkness,  and  shut 
up  in  the  pit,  the  Lord  hath  bowels  in  him  towards,  and 
after  many  days  may  please  to  visit.  Oh,  the  height,  the 
depth,  the  length,  the  breadth  of  the  riches  of  the  mercy 
and  love  of  God  I  Who  knows  his  yearning  towards  souls, 
and  his  ways  of  visiting  and  redeeming !  O  my  soul !  hope 
thou  in  the  Lord  for  evermore,  and  leave  not  breathing  to- 
wards him,  till  thou  and  his  whole  creation  be  filled  and 
satisfied  witli  him,  and  tlien  fetch  the  full  breath  of  life  i^ 
him  £or  ever.  ^  .  ^ 

24* 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

I  HAVB  been  treating  of  the  inward  work,  as  it  is  wronght 
in  the  heart  by  the  power,  and  brought  to  the  sensible,  ex- 
perimental knowledge  of  the  creature;  yet  would  not  be  so 
understood  as  if  I  made  void  what  was  done  without  by 
Christ  in  his  own  person,  or  any  of  those  ends  and  purposes 
for  which  it  was  wrought,  and  appointed  so  to  be  done  by 
the  Father:  though  this  I  know,  that  tJie  knowledge  of 
those  things,  with  the  belief  therein,  or  any  practices  and 
observations  therefrom,  without  the  life,  can  no  more  profit 
now,  than  the  Jews*  literal  knowledge  of  the  law  could 
profit  them,  when  they  were  rejected  therewith.  And  since 
the  apostasy,  of  this  latter  age  especially,  I  have  clearly 
seen  in  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord,  that  the  professors*  knowl- 
edge of  the  letter  of  the  gospel,  and  cleaving  to  their  appre- 
hensions which  they  gather  therefrom,  is  become  a  snare 
and  trap  to  them,  to  keep  them  fi'om  feeling  the  power,  and 
living  in  the  sens'ibility  of  the  virtue  of  the  grace;  even  as 
the  Jews'  table  (or  gathered  knowledge  from  Moses  and  the 
prophets)  became  their  snare  and  trap.  The  Lord  open 
their  eyes  in  his  due  time  to  discern  it,  that  they  may  not 
withstand  that  ministration  and  revelation  of  his  everlasting 
gospel,  which  God  seeth"  good  to  visit  the  apostatized  world 
with,  after  this  long,  dark  night  of  apostasy!  whereof  those 
that  stick  in  forms,  or  knowledge  of  tilings  in  the  letter, 
without  the  power,  cannot  but  prove  the  greatest  enemies, 
opposers,  and  persecutors. 

Now  to  he'lp  them  a  little,  if  the  Lord  jilease;  in  the  roll- 
ing of  my  bowels  towards  them  I  find  my  heart  opened,  to 
lay  a  few  things  before  tliem. 

First,  With  my  heart,  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  do  I  own 
that  .principle  which  fonnerly  wrought  in  some  of  tliem, 
which  I  myself  was  wrmight  upon  by,  and  knew  not  only 
the  outward  knowledge  which  they  were  acquainted  with, 
bat  al«o  the  inward  work:  and  I  also  knew  what  I  called 
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the  light  of  nattti^,  and  what  I  called  the  light  of  the  Spirit, 
the  one  whereof  was  not  the  other,  hut  differed  as  far  as 
Spirit  and  flesh. 

Secondly,  I  also  own  all  the  openings  and  refreshments 
which  they  received  from  the  Lord  in  reading  of  the  Script- 
ures in  their  public  or  private  exercises,  and  the  experiences 
which  they  had  from  God  in  their  own  hearts:  and  I  know 
that  these  things  in  themselves  were  true  in  their  propor- 
tion ;  however  the  present  sense,  and  holding  of  them  out 
of  that  wherein  they  received  them,  may  justly  be  judged 
by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  in  his  servants. 

Thirdly,  Tliough  those  things  were  true  in  their  day,  and 
in  their  proportion  and  measure;  yet  in  them  they  might 
lose  their  virtue,  and  die,  and  so  they  not  retain  the  thing 
in  its  life,  in  its  own  principle,  in  the  newness  of  the  Spirit, 
in  that  birth  to  which  God  gave  it;  but  only  an  image  of  it 
in  the  natural  uudtrstanding,  in  the  earthly  part,  in  the 
dead  principle;  and  then  their  knowledge  of  God  and  their 
experiences  cannot  but  be  corrupted,  and  now  become  the 
j>08session  of  death,  and  the  engines  of  death  in  their  hearts. 
Again,  God  had  somewhat  farther  to  tiianifest,  even  to 
bring  forth  that  which  they  earnestly  prayed  for  in  that 
day ;  which  they,  having  abode  in  that  virtue  wherein  they 
prayed,  might  easily  have  discerned  and  embraced ;  but  be- 
ing out  of  that,  and  pleasing  themselves  with  tlie  literal 
knowledge  of  the  things  they  then  received,  holding  them 
in  tlie  wise  and  earthly  pai*t,  that  part  cannot  but  stumble 
at  the  low  and  contemptible  appearances  of  God,  which  are 
still  oilensive  to  that  part.  The  great  glory  of  God  is  hid 
in  a  little  seed ;  and  how  can  the  great  eye  of  the  fleshly- 
wise  see  it?  We  have  Moses  and  the  prophets  (said  the 
Jews  after  the  flesh),  but  as  f4^r  this  man,  we  know  not 
whence  he  is.  Even  so  it  is  now :  we  know  the  relation 
which  the  Scriptures  have  given  of  Christ  by  the  apostles, 
we  are  sare  this  is  of  God,  say  the  professors;  but  as  for 
tills  little  seed  of  the  kingdom,  or  light  of  God  in  the  heart, 
we  cannot  believe  that  all  we  want  is  to  spring  up  in  it. 

Xt>w,  Ftturtlily,  Tiiere  is  w  nec^es^ity  both  of  the  knowl- 
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edge  of  persons  to  pass  away,  and  also  of-Himt  experiences 
to  be  given  up,  and  let  fidl,  in  these  two  cases  following: 

First,  When  the  virtue  is  withdrawn  from  theoi,  when 
death  hath  caught  them,  when  they  become  death's  goods: 
for  that  which  is  received  from  the  life  is  only  profitable  to 
the  soul  in  the  virtue  of  the  life.  When  the  earthly  part 
hath  caught  them,  and  seated  itself  there,  they  t}ien  become 
the  strong-holds  of  the  enemy,  and  the  engines  of  death  to 
the  heart;  so  that  then  life  and  true  relief  are  not  to  be  had 
in  them,  but  where  the  eternal  virtue  pleases  next  to  appear. 

Secondly,  When  God  hath  somewhat  to  bring  forth  fur- 
ther in  the  world,  or  in  any  particular  heart,  to  make  way 
for  it  lie  brings  death  upon  that  which  was  before  living. 
Thus  when  God  is  pleased  to  bring  forth  a  greater  7neasiare  of 
faithy  and  poicer  of  his  Spirit,  he  distrossetli  the  heart,  making 
the  foregoing  faith  and  power  appear  weak,  and  pass  away; 
and  many  times  for  a  season  shutteth  n^  the  soul  in  the  un- 
belief, until  the  fresh  faith  and  fresh  power  spring  up  and 
ari.se.  And  this  causeth  tlie  necessity  of  the  further  dispen- 
sations of  his  eternal  virtue  to  appear,  and  the  beauty  of 
them  to  shine;  wBich  they  would  not  have  done  so  abun- 
dantly, had  it  npt  been  for  the  foregoing  distress  of  the 
lieart. 

,  There  are  yet  some  things  further  weighty  upon  my 
heart  to  lay  before  them,  needful  for  them  to  consider  ot\ 
which  may  be  serviceable  and  helpful  to  them  in  their  pres- 
ent fonditioft,  if  the  Lord  please  to  open  their  hearts,  and 
impress  them  thereon.  They  are  four  propositions,  relating 
to  tlie  right  knowledge  of  the  things  of  God,  which  are 
these  following: 

First,  That  the  knowledge  of  the  things  of  God  comes 
from  the  Spirit  As  the  fcii^'riptures  themselves  came  fix)m 
the  Spirit,  so  the  true  knowledge  of  them  is  alone  given,  to 
any  man  which  receiveth  it,  by  the  same  Spirit  And  no 
man  living  can  know  the  mind  of  the  words  which  the 
Spirit  spake,  but  as  the  same  Spirit  which  spake  tllem, 
gives  the  meaning  of  them. 

Seooadly,  That  the  knowlec^e  of  <Jo4  (the  Kving  kno^-l- 
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^ige^  tbe  aerviceri^lc  knowledge)  k  alone  held  in  the  Spirit^ 
and  in  the  biith  which  hi  of  the  Spirit  Man's  natural  part. 
18  not  the  true  treaenry,  nor  is  man's  reason  to  be  master  of 
any  of  the  things  of  God's  Spirit;  but  that  which  holds  the 
knowledge  of  the  kingdom,  the  grace  of  the  kingdom,  the 
living  experiences,  is  that  which  is  born  of  the  seed  of  the 
kingdom ;  and  man's  reason  is  for  ever  to  be  shut  out  of 
the  things  of  God,  further  tlian  it  bows,  is  limited,  and 
subjected. 

Thirdly,  That  the  knowledge  received  from  the  Spirit,  is 
still  to  be  tried  by  the  Spirit.  The  Spirit  alone  can  keep  it 
living,  and  the  Spirit  alone  can  tell  whether  the  life  and 
virtue  be  still  in  rt,  or  whether  death  hath  caught  it;  whether 
it  be  the  manna  fit  for  the  soul's  food,  or  manna  once  given, 
but  now  corrupted.  O !  my  dear  friends,  wait  to  under- 
stand my  experience  concerning  this  thing,  which  is  this: — 
That  which  I  had  certainly  received  from  God,  and  which 
the  true  birth  at  first  had  fed  on,  the  earthly  birth  would  be 
catching  at,  laying  hold  of,  and  treasuring  up  to  feed  on  at 
another  time.  Likewise  in  my  reading  of  the.  Scriptures,  I 
lay  open  to  this  great  snare,  of  reading  in  my  own  will,  and 
gathering  from  thence  in  mine  own  understanding,  and  so 
growing  wise  concerning  the  things  of  God  after  the  flesh : 
for  though  at  that  time  I  was  not  without  living  knowledge 
and  experiences  of  Grod,  yet  I  knew  not  how  to  turn  from 
the  death,  nor  to  keep  to  the  Iffe ;  and  so  the  bad,  the  lean, 
the  earthly,  the  ill-ikvored,  overgrew  the  good  and  well- 
pleasing  to  God,  and  brought  it  into  bitter  misery  and  death. 
Oh  that  ye  knew  being  begotten  of  the  will  of  the  Father, 
and  keeping  to  the  will  of  the  Father,  and  receiving  the 
bread  daily  from  his  hand !  That  which  man  conceiveth 
concerning  the  Scriptures,  is  not  the  pure  milk  of  the 
Word,  but  that  which  the  breasts  give  out;  that  is  it  which 
liath  the  immediate  life,  virtue,  and  true  nourishment  in  it. 
And  this  must  be  returned  back  into  the  treasury,  and  not 
held  in  the  earthly  part,  in  the  earthly  will  and  understand- 
ing, but  received  from  the  life  again  when  it  is  again 
needed;  yea^  this  have  I  often  known,  that  when  I  have 
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been  in  gtent  distress,  I  kave  received  freaii  comfort  fit>m 
the  Lord;  but  running  to  that  afterwardfl,  it  never  was  able 
to  comfort  me,  but  more  deeply  wounded  me.  And  thus 
hath  the  Lord  been  teaching  me  to  live  upon  himself^  and 
not  x^pon  any  thing  received  from  him,  but  upon  the  life  it- 
self, the  mercy,  the  good  pleasure,  which  proportions  out 
the  living  bread  daily  to  the  living  birth* 

Fourthly,  It  is  easy  receiving  of  knowledge  in  the  earthly 
part,  in  the  earthly  wisdom,  out  of  the  Spirit  and  living  vir- 
tue. When  one  readeth  a  scripture,  it  is  easy  concei\nng 
and  apprehending  a  meaning  one's  self,  or  taking  in  an- 
other man's  meaning;  but  it  i«  hard  abstaining  fix>m  all  con- 
ceivings and  reasonings  of  the  mind,  and  waiting  for  the 
pure  will  and  opening  of  the  Spirit  therein.  Also  it  is  easy 
retaining  of  knowledge,  and  making  use  of  it  in  the  will 
and  wisdom  of  the  earthly  mind,  for  both  these  are  natural : 
but  it  is  hard  denying  the  reason,  the  thoughts  and  imagi- 
nations, and  watching  to  the  Spirit. 

O  professors !  wait  for  the  living  appearance  of  God,  even 
for  the  freshness  of  his  Spirit  in  your  spirits;  that  in  that 
which  cometli  ffom  the  Spirit  ye  may  know  the  Spirit, 
and  may  also  know  how  to  turn  to  him  and  abide  with  him, 
having  the  watch  set  against  that  wisdom  in  yourselves, 
yvhich  in  all  ages  and  generations  is  eternally  shut  out  of 
the  things  of  the  kingdom,  although  it  may  gather,  get,  and 
hold  a  vast  knowledge  of  the  things  of  the  kingdom  in 
the  earthly  treasury.  Thus  fleshly  Israel  hath  the  wisdom 
of  the  letter;  but  spiritual  Israel  the  wisdom,  virtue,  and 
life  of  the  Spirit  in  all  ages  and  generations.  And  though 
he  'that  is  born  after  the  flesh  despiseth  him  who  is  bom  af- 
ter the  Spirit,  yet  this  is  God's  heir;  and  the  bond-woman, 
the  earthly  wisdom,  with  all  her  children  (even  the  greatest 
giants  in  knowledge,  profession  of  religion,  and  scripture 
observations),  must  be  cast  out,  and  not  inherit  the  land  of 
life.  This  is  written  that  that  might  be  raised  in  you  by 
the  power,  which  is  to  inherit  the  life  eternal;  and  ye  not 
find  your  souls  deceived,  when  the  light  of  that  day  fully 
opens,  which  hath  already  dawned. 
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I  wi0  in  a  poor,  low  condition,  when  the  Lord  formerly 
visited  me;  as  lost,  as  undone,  as  miserable  as  any.  What 
knowledge,  what  life,  what  precious  virtue  I  then  received, 
was  from  God*s  grace;  which  was  still  his  own,  and  he 
might  call  for  it  at  his  pleasure*  And  surely,  he  which 
hath  received  from  the  founatin,  ought  to  trust  and  to  give 
back  again  to  the  fountain,  when  he  calleth  for  it;  and  then 
to  remain  empty,  naked,  desolate,  until  he  be  again  freely 
visited.  This  is  a  hard  lesson,  who  can  learn  it?  Who  can 
trust  his  life  with  the  fountain,  and  lie  open  to  what  fol- 
lows? Yet  this  did  the  Lord  require  of  me ;  and  my  heart 
being  not  willing  to  part  with  my  life,  but  striving  to  retain 
it,  and  grow  in  the  first  way  of  the  dispensation  of  the  grace 
unto  perfection,  he  brake  it  after  an  unutterable  manner, 
and  brought  such  misery  and  desolation  upon  rae  as  I 
could  not  possibly  have  suspected,  having  been  sealed  by 
him.  And  now  he  is  teaching  me  to  live  more  fully  upon 
his  grace,  or  rather  upon  the  spring,  where  I  am  nothing, 
where  I  can  be  nothing  for  ever:  but  he  is  and  will  be  what 
he  will  be,  and  when  he  will  be;  and  nothing  in  me  can  be 
satisfied  with  him,  but  what  is  of  him,  and  lives  in  him. 
And  here  all  that  I  have  known,  or  formerly  tasted  of  him, 
springs  up  again  at  his  pleasure;  and  I  drink  of  the  old 
wine,  and  also  of  the  new,  but  have  nothing  at  my  own  dis- 
posal. And  when  I  catch  at  any  thing,  or  would  be  any 
thing,  I  lose  the  spring,  and  am  corrected  for  my  backslid- 
ing and  adultery  of  spirit,  but  am  still  again  visited  with 
fresh  love,  and  the  springings  up  of  fresh  power  and  life, 
and  fresh  visitations  of  the  rich  mercy  and  grace,  which  the 
everlasting  fountain  naturally  openeth  in  its  own.  The 
pearl  is  exceeding  rich,  the  treasure  of  life  unutterable;  and 
he  that  will  possess  it,  must  sell  all  for  it :  even  all  his  lusts 
and  corruptions;  yea,  all  the  riches  of  his  nature  (the  best 
of  his  will,  the  best  of  his  wisdom  most  refined) ;  nay  not 
only  so,  but  all  the  riches  of  his  spirit,  all  that  he  hatii  held, 
or  can  hold  out  of  the  life.  Then,  when  he  is  poor  in  spir- 
it, and  hath  nothing  in  himself  but  emptiness,  nothing  so 
much  as  to  receive  or  retain  the  life,  but  what  is  formed, 
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groweth  up  in,  and  is  preserved  in  the  life,  according  to  its 
own  mere  will  and  good  pleasure;  then  alone  is  he  fit  to 
be  comprehended  and  brought  forth  in  the  eternal  spring. 
Perfectly  happy  is  he  who  is  perfectly  possessed  thereof; 
yet  he  is  not  without  a  proportion  of  blessedness  also,  who 
is  mourning  after  it  and  travelling  towards  it;  which  can 
never  be  attained  by  the  natural  part  retaining  the  letter  of 
any  spiritual  revelation  or  knowledge;  but  only  by  begin- 
ning in  the  eternal  virtue,  abiding  in  it,  and  travelling  from 
death  to  death,  and  from  life  to  life;  till  all  be  slain  which 
is  to  die  and  perish  in  the  way,  and  all  be  raised  and  per- 
fected which  is  to  receive,  and  live  in  the  kingdom  and 
crown  of  life  for  ever;  which  the  Lord  lays  before  all  to  run 
after,  but  none  but  the  spiritual  seed  (begotten  of  and  abid- 
ing in  the  Spirit)  can  obtain.     Mind  then  this  brief  sum. 

The  lost  creature,  the  undone  creature,  is  graciously 
sought  after  and  visited  by  the  fountain  of  its  life  and 
l>cing. 

Being  visited  with  the  mercy  and  grace,  and  impressed, 
it  receiveth  somewhat  of  the  grace  and  living  virtue  from 
the  fountain. 

Having  received  somewhat,  the  creature  is  apt  to  retam 
it  in  the  creaturely  vessel  (even  in  the  own  will,  and  to  en- 
large the  own  wisdom  thereby,  and  so  to  become  somewhat 
iigain  in  itself),  forgetting  the  spring. 

As  the  creature  retaineth  any  thing  in  the  natural  part, 
out  of  the  immediate  feeling  of  the  living  virtue,  it  corrupts, 
it  adulterates  from  the  living  spring. 

And  that  which  any  one  hath  thus  adulterated  with, 
must  be  taken  from  him,  and  he  be  made  dead  to  it,  and  it 
to  him,  before  he  can  be  recovered  into  a  living  state,  tit  to 
enjoy  what  he  formerly  received,  or  further  to  receive  of, 
and  grow  up  in,  the  fresh,  living  virtue. 
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PREFACE. 

Thk  goodness  of  God  endureth  for  ever.  And  though 
his  creature  man  (who  should  have  been  subject  and  obedi- 
ent to  him)  hath  sinned  against  him,  and  by  motions  and 
inclinations  of  his  own  will  and  wisdom  (out  of  the  princi- 
ple of  his  pure  life,  which  was  to  have  been  his  guide  and 
governor)  hath  fallen  short  of  his  glory;  yet  he  still  pleas- 
etli  to  visit  his  poor  lost  creature  with  loving-kindness  and 
mercy,  and  with  various  dispensations  of  his  life,  according 
to  his  pleasure.  What  man  is  there  that  hath  not  received 
a  soul  from  the  breath  of  the  Almighty?  And  what  soul  is 
it  that  bath  not  some  visitations  of  life  from  that  living 
breath  ?  The  bowels  of  eternity  most  naturally  roll  towards 
all  its  offspring;  who  seeketh  the  gathering  of  them  all  in 
the  variety,  and  according  to  the  limitations  of  his  will,  in 
his  pure  wisdom. 

Tliere  is  a  current  or  stream  of  life  before  the  promise  is 
known,  which  secretly  visits  all,  discoveriTig  the  darkness  in 
ftome  measure  unto  all,  and  drawing  from  it.  And  happy 
is  he  who  fails  in  with,  and  follows  the  leadings  of  the  Al- 
mighty here;  for  then  he  cannot  abide  in  the  darkness,  but 
still  (according  to  the  need  of  his  condition)  will  meet  with 
a  true  guide  out  of  it,  and  with  the  true  power  which  re- 
deemeth  and  delivereth  from  it.  For  as  the  promise  made 
to  Adam,  had  relation  to  all  his  posterity;  so  whoever  is 
visited  with  any  light  by  virtue  of  the  promise,  that  light 
•  will  lead  him  to  the  promise,  and  he  (in  the  obedience 
thereof)  will  meet  with  the  sweetness  and  virtue  of  the 
promise.  So  that  the  lowest  dispensation  of  God  (the  creat- 
ure being  exercised  therein,  ^feeling  the  want  of  God's 
power,  and  drawn  to  depend  upon  liim  for  mercy  and 
strength)  will  lead  M\en  man  back  again  to  his  Maker,  by 
the  virtue  which  flows  into  man  from  the  promise,  though 
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ever  so  secretly  »nd  hiddetily.  For  it  is  not  the  dMnet 
knowledge  of  the  promise,  (though  that  is  a  very  great  ad- 
vantage) but  the  virtue  flowing  from  the  promise,  which 
saves.  Man  being  touched  by  that  virtue,  and  by  the  touch 
thereof  quickened  towards  God;  and  in  that  virtue  which 
comes  from  the  redeeming  mercy,  cleaving  to  his  Maker,, 
and  hoping  in  his  tender  bowels,  and  feeling  the  weakness, 
insufficiency,  and  corruption  of  his  own  will  and  under- 
standing, and  so  going  forth  from  himself  towards  the 
spring  which  quickened  him.  Here  is  Christ  known  in 
spirit,  received  in  spirit^  believed  and  relied  on  in  spirit, 
and  his  living  virtue  already  felt,  and  fiirther  waited  for. 
And  can  this  man,  thus  walking,  thus  believing,  thus  obey- 
ing, thus  cleaving  to  the  principle  which  gives  life,  thus 
receiving  virtue  from  it,  and  growing  up  (in  that  virtue) 
out  of  the  self-hood,  into  it;  I  say,  can  this  man  miss  of 
eternal  life,  which  runs  along  in  all  the  streamings  forth  of 
this  living  virtue  ? 

But  oh,  how  sweet  is  the  stream  of  life  in  the  sensible 
manifestation  of  the  promise  I  He  who  feels  the  covenant  in 
Christ,  and  life  streaming  into  his  heart  through  the  cove- 
nant, and  the  seal  of  eternal  peace  to  his  soul,  and  that  he 
shall  never  be  left  nor  forsaken  by  the  fountain  of  mercy, 
but  all  that  ever  befalls  him  shall  conduce  towards  the 
working  out  of  the  perfect  redemption  and  salvation  of  hi« 
soul ;  this  is  a  precious  state  indeed ;  and  this  is  the  state 
which  the  feeling  of  the  faith,  and  the  living  obedience  in 
the  Spirit  leads  to*  Happy  are  they  that  walk  in  the  path 
thereof,  who  content  not  themselves  with  man's  knowledge 
of  Christ,  with  man's  belief  of  the  things  written  concerning 
him,  with  man's  obedience  to  the  precepts  left  on  record 
by  the  aposties,  but  whose  living  soul  cannot  be  satisfied 
without  the  feeling  and  pressing  after  Christ,  tiie  life,  and 
without  a  true  engrafting  into  him  in  spirit>  through  the 
living  Word,  or  testimony  of  llfe>  received  into,  and  be- 
lieved on  in  the  heart 

And  how  sweet  also  is  the  ministration  of  the  law,  which 
comes  from  the  promise^  and  is  managed  to  the  soul  by  the 
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hand  of  the  Mediator !  How  sweet  is  it  to  see  the  creature 
Ml  daily !  to  find  one's  own  strength  to  believe,  to  obey,  to 
suffer,  to  abide  with  Christ,  to  wait  on  Christ,  to  hope  for 
Christ,  daily  battered  and  brought  to  nothing,  and  no  life 
left  but  what  issues  from  the  spring,  and  is  alone  maintained 
by  the  free  current  thereof  into  the  heart  daily !  Here  the 
stroke  of  the  law  is  received  by  degrees  unto  j)erfect  death. 
Here  are  the  openings  of  the  pure  prophecies  in  the  Spirit 
concerning  a  new  kingdom,  a  new  birth,  a  new  heir,  a  new 
life.  Here  is  the  axe  laid  to  the  root  of  the  tree,  and  that 
cut  down  in  the  heart  which  is  not  to  live,  and  which  hin- 
ders the  heir  from  his  inheritiincc.  Here  is  the  vale  of  tears ; 
which  tears  spring  from  the  life,  whoso  virtue  washeth  away 
the  corruptible  day  by  day.  Here  ia  the  house  of  mourn- 
ing, and  that  state  of  darkness  entered  into,  whicli  swallows 
up  all  the  joy  of  the  dark,  earthly  spirit,  and  consumes  it« 
nature.  Here  the  light  of  life  is  sown,  and  through  those 
exercises  it  springs  up;  and  after  the  passing  away  of  this 
ministration,  breaks  forth  in  strength  upon  that  bouI  whieli 
hath  been  thoroughly  exercised  herein. 

I  desire  the  good  of  all  mankind,  waiting  for  the  swal- 
lowing up  of  the  dispensations  of  death,  and  the  breaking 
forth  of  life  upon  them  in  the  seasons  tliereof,  according  t(» 
the  good  pleasure  of  him  whose  gift  life  is,  and  whoae  are 
all  the  dispensations  of  it.  And  in  that  love,  through  the 
openings  and  drawhigs  of  life  in  me,  have  I  writ  what  fol- 
lows; not  to  upbraid  or  strike  at  any,  but  to  be  an  help  un- 
to such  as  the  Lord  shall  please  to  nuike  it  serviceable  to. 
Wait  on  the  Lord,  eye  Inm,  read  in  fear,  praying  to  be 
touched  by,  and  gathered  into,  that  which  gives  the  feeling 
of  the  weight  of  truth.  Oh,  that  men's  souls  were  awak- 
ened, that  they  might  know  what  it-is  to  perish  from  God, 
and  what  to  be  saved  by  him !  The  proper  portion  of  man's 
soul  is  the  fountiun  of  eternal  life;  and  he  can  never  be 
happy  (nor  in  true  rest,  peace,  or  joy)  wliile  separated 
from  it.  Let  him  who  is  not  brutish  in  understanding,  and 
whose  soul  is  not  wholly  dead  God-wards  consider  this.* 

25* 
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QUESTIONS   AND   ANSWERS, 

SHOWING  MAN  HIS  DUTY. 

Quest  What  is  the  proper  work  of  man  here  in  this 
world? 

Ans.  To  fear  God,  and  keep  his  commandments.  This 
is  all  that  God  requires  of  him,  and  this  is  enough  to  make 
him  happy. 

Quest.  What  ifl  God? 

Ans.  The  fountain  of  beings  and  natures,  the  inward  sub- 
stance of  all  that  appears;  who  createth,  upholdeth,  con- 
Bumeth,  and  bringcth  to  nothing,  as  he  pleaseth. 

Quest.  How  may  I  know  that  there  is  a  God? 

Ans.  By  sinking  down  into  the  principle  of  his  own  life, 
wherein  he  rcvealeth  himself  to  the  creature.  There  the 
soul  receiveth  such  tastes  and  knowledge  of  him,  as  cannot 
be  questioned  by  him  that  abideth  there. 

Quest.  What  is  it  to  fear  this  God? 

Ans.  The  spirit  and  soul  of  the  creature  standing  in  awe 
of  his  nature,  and  waiting  to  be  kept  in  due  subjection 
thereto ;  this  is  to  fear  him,  and  this  is  the  proper  means  of 
preserving  the  spirit  of  the  creature  right  in  its  motion  to- 
wards him,  attendance  upon  him,  and  expectations  from 
him. 

Quest.  What  are  his  commandments? 

Ans.  They  are  such  as  are  either  general  to  all  mankind, 
common  to  some  sorts  of  men,  or  proper  to  particular  per- 
sons. 

Quest  What  are  those  w^hich  are  general  to  all  mankind? 

Ans.  They  are  very  many ;  but  may  all  be  referred  to 
these  two  heads;  to  wit,  To  love  God  above  all^  and  mies 
neighbor  as  ofu*3  self;  even  so  in  every  res^>ect  doing  to  him, 
m  oub  would  be  done  to  by  him  in  tiie  like  case. 
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Quest  How  may  man  perform  these  ? 

Ana.  Only  by  receiving  a  principle  of  life  from  God,  and 
keeping  close  thereto. 
^       Quest  How  may  a  man  come  by  a  principle  of  life  from 
God? 

Ans.  God  is  near  to  every  man  with  the  breath  of  his 
life,  breathing  upon  him  at  times  according  to  his  pleasure; 
which,  man's  spirit  opening  unto,  and  drinking  in,  it  be- 
cometh  a  seed  or  principle  of  life  in  him,  overspreading  and 
leavening  him  up  to  eternal  life. 

Quest  What  hinders  man  from  receiving  this,  principle 
of  life,  and  from  keepiTig  close  thereto? 

Ans.  A  fleshly  principle,  which  is  contrary  to  the  knowl- 
edge, fear,  and  obedience  of  the  Lord,  and  to  all  that 
springs  from  the  principle  and  power  of  his  life. 

Quest.  How  comes  this  fleshly  principle  to  be  found  in 
man? 

Ans.  It  was  sown  there  by  the  enemy  of  man's  soul ; 
man  giving  him  entrance  into  his  spirit,  by  hearkening  to 
his  suggestions  and  allurements. 

Quest.  What  help  hath  man  against  this  fleshly  principle? 

Ans.  None  of  himself;  but  being  freely  touched  by  tho 
other  principle,  and  tasting  thereof,  he  is  to  wait  on  God's 
mercy  and  grace  for  the  manifestation  of  his  light  and  pow- 
er, to  discover  to  him  the  evil  nature  and  courae  of  his 
own  heart,  and  to  cut  down  the  corrupt  desires,  reasonings, 
and  imaginations  thereof. 

Quest.  In  what  way  is  this  effected  upon  the  heart? 

Ans.  In  the  heart's  belief  of  this  principle,  and  in  its  obe- 
dience thereto. 
Quest.  How  may  a  man  come  to  believe  in  this  principle? 

Ans.  In  feeling  its  nature,  in  waiting  to  feel  somewhat 
begotten  by  it;  in  this  its  light  springs,  its  life  springs,  its 
love  springs,  its  hidden  power  appears,  and  its  preserving 
wisdom  and  goodness  are  made  manifest  to  the  soul  that 
clings  to  it  in  the  living  sense,  which  its  presence  and  ap- 
pearance begets  in  the  soul. 

Que-'t.  IIow  may  a  man  come  to  obey  this  principle? 
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Ana.  In  the  faith,  in  the  eying  of  it,  in  the  clinging  to  it, 
the  strength  issues  from  it  into  the  creature,  which  maketh 
it  able  to  perform  all  that  it  calleth  for. 

Quest.  How  come  persons  to  be  so  weak,  and  to  com- 
plain so  much  for  want  of  power,  who  feel  a  true  beginning 
of  life,  and  earnest  breathings  after  God? 

Ans.  From  the  enemy's  interposing  of  reasonings  be- 
tween them  and  their  faith.  The  darkness,  the  principle  of 
unbelief,  lies  near,  and  is  still  raising  mud  (as  much  as  pos- 
sible) between  the  principle  of  life  and  the  soul :  and  so  far 
as  it  can  come  between,  it  disturbeth  both  the  motions  of 
the  soul  towards  its  spring  or  principle  of  life,  and  also  the 
spring  8  clear  bubbling  up  in,  and  running  through  the  soul. 

Quest.  What  is  to  be  done  in  this  case  ? 

Ans.  The  soul  is  to  wait  God's  seasons  of  deliverance 
from  those,  and  to  hope  for  a  hidden  sui>port  from  his  grace, 
while  the  visitations  and  leadings  of  his  life  are  not  made 
manifest. 

Quest.  What  ground  is  there  for  this  hope? 

Ans.  There  is  ground  of  hope  for  the  creature  in  God's 
goodness;  who  naturally  loveth  and  secketh  after  the  souU 
which  he  hath  made,  and  doth  not  readily  nor  easily  cast  off 
in  any  of  his  dispensations.  Besides,  where  he  hath  begot- 
ten somewhat,  and  where  the  bent  of  the  heart  is  towards 
him,  and  the  desire  after  his  pure  life  and  spirit  above  all 
things  kindled,  there  hath  he  laid  t)ie  foundation  of  a  build- 
ing, which,  thougli  at  present  it  may  lie  in  the  dust^  and 
under  heaps  of  ruins,  he  cannot  forget. 

Quest.  Are  there  other  commands  besides  these  common 
to  all  men? 

Ans.  Yes;  according  to  that  dispensation  of  life  and 
mercy  unto  which  they  are  called,  and  into  which  they  are 
admitted  by  the  love  and  kindness  of  God,  whieh  over- 
spreadeth  all  his  works,  and  who  forget teth  not  his  creatures 
in  their  estate  of  separation  and  alienation  from  him. 

Quest.  Are  there  then  more  dispensations  of  life  and 
m«rcy  than  one? 

Ans.  Yes.    For  though  the  life  and  mercy  in  itself  is  but 
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one;  yet  it  lurth  »»mnk  w«ys  of  seekiiig  out  after, and  gath* 
ering  into  itself,  tlie  lost  0O1IB  of  Adatn. 

Quest  What  have  been  the  chief  ways  of  dispensing  the 
light  of  life  towards  mankind  T 

Ans.  First,  By  a  secret  shining  into  their  hearts.  Thus  the 
soul  of  the  Lord  holdeth  forth  some  beams  of  his  eternal 
light  to  all  mankind,  according  to  his  pleasure,  at  some 
time  or  other  visiting  the  darkest  comers  of  the  earth,  and 
making  some  way  therein  for  the  scattering  of  that  darkness 
which  separates  the  soul  from  the  light  of  life,  and  from 
the  sweet  presence  and  enjoyment  of  its  Creator,  which  nat* 
urally  flows  into  every  soul  in  its  believing  and  obeying  of 
that  light 

Quest  Were  ever  any  thus  gathered  to  the  Lord? 

Ans.  The  Lord  is  able  to  make  any  dispensation  of  his 
life  effectual.  And  as  many  of  the  Jews  were  not  gathered 
by  the  law,  so  many  of  the  Qentiles  might  be  gathered 
without  the  law. 

Quest.  But  the  law  gave  the  knowledge  of  the  Messiah  to 
come  through  faith,  in  whom  was  the  remission  of  sins 
known,  and  strength  against  sin. 

Ans.  The  knowledge  of  Christ  runs  along  in  all  the  dis- 
pensations of  the  eternal  light:  the  light  cometh  from  him, 
and  it  manifests  him  in  spirit;  and  the  remission  by  his 
blood  is  spiritually  known  in  the  soul  feeling  the  living  vir- 
tue thereof  The  law  and  the  gospel  are  both  known  in 
spirit,  wherever  the  eternal  light  visiteth,  and  is  received. 

Quest.  What  are  the  commands  common  to  those? 

Ans.  They  are  known  to  those  who  are  thus  gathered, 
who,  in  the  life  thus  dispensed,  feel  the  leadings  of  it,  and 
in  its  light  are  sensible  of  those  requirings  which  univer- 
sally stream  forth  from  it  among  those  that  are  thus  gath- 
ered. 

Quest  What  other  way  of  dispensing  the  light  of  life 
hath  there  been? 

Ans.  That  of  the  promise  to  the  fietth^rs,  which  was  be- 
fore the  law,  wherein  they  saw  the  day  of  the  Messiah,  and 
were  glad.  This  was  a  glorious  dispensation,  in  which  they 
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tasted  the  Sonshlp,  find  felt  power  %o  walk  wifli  Ood^  and 
faith  to  trust  him  in  hts  leadings,  M»d  were  translated  bv 
him  (in  a  sweet  and  precious  degree)  into  the  measure  of 
his  life,  which  made  them  pilgrints  and  strangers  in  this 
world,  and  steered  their  spirits  towards  another  coujitry. 

Quest.  What  were  the  commands  common  to  these? 

Ans.  They  were  seen  by  them  in  the  streamings  forth  of 
that  dispensation  of  life  among  them;  a  taste  whereof  the 
quickened  spirit  may  have,  in  reading  the  words  concerning 
them  up  and  down  the  Scriptures. 

Quest.  What  further  dispensation  of  life  hath  there  been  ? 

Ans.  That  of  the  law  to  the  Jews, 

Quest.  Was  thtit  a  ministration  of  life?  Was  it  not  rather 
a  ministration  of  death  and  condemnation? 

Ans.  It  proved  so  in  its  eftect,  through  the  weakness  of 
their  state;  but  its  natural  tendency  and  proper  effect,  in 
case  of  ol>cdiencc  tlicreto,  was  life.  And  also  in  the  midst 
of  its  administering  death  and  condemnation,  it  pointed  to 
him  who  was  the  justification  and  the  life;  insomuch  as  the 
law  was  kind  to  them  in  slaying  them,  and  serviceable  to 
the  life  of  such  souls  as  kindly  received  the  stroke  thereof, 
and  tied  to  the  hope  set  before  them. 

Quest.  What  were  the  eomnion  laws  amongst  these? 

Ans.  They  are  to  be  read  in  the  writings  of  Moses  and 
the  prophets,  wherein  Gods  law  and  testimonies  were 
abundantly  given  forth  to  that  people. 

Quest.  Have  there  been  yet  any  further  dispensations  of 
life? 

Ans.  Yes;  that  of  the  gospel,  before  the  apostasy  and 
falling  away  from  the  living  truth  and  power  of  the  Spirit, 
into  man's  wisdom,  inventions,  and  imitations. 

Quest.  What  were  the  laws  common  to  these? 

Ans.  They  may  be  read  in  the  writings  of  the  evangelistic 
and  apostles,  where  the  record  of  this  ministration  is  to  be 
found. 

Quest.  What  hath  the  ministration  of  life  been  since  the 
apostles'  days? 

Ans.  Very  low,  very  weak,  very  dark,  very  liiddon,  ex- 
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ceedii^ly  retured;  yet  true  ehUdren  bavebeen  begotten, 
aud  food  halli  been  handed  to  them  flrom  the  Father,  and 
they  have  been  nourished  up  in  the  faith,  and  have  kept 
the  commandments  of  thmr  day,  and  died  in  the  faith:  and 
those  who  have  th«  been  led  and  preserved,  their  souls  are 
at  rest,  aad  in  the  x)eaee  of  God.  But  these  have  not  been 
in  any  particular,  distinct  gathering,  and  clear  separation 
out  of  the  world;  but  scattered  up  and  down  in  several 
mistaken  forms,  aod  loaded  with  the  inveq^ions  of  the 
earthly  wisdom,  and  with  the  bondage  and  weight  of  cor- 
ruption, not  knowing  that  clearness  of  spirit,  and  victory 
over  an,  by  the  presence  of  the  life,  which  was  felt  and  en- 
joyed by  the  Christians  before  the  apostasy. 

Quest  Had  these  any  common  commandments  ? 

Ans-  Not  so  distinctly  as  the  former;  for^they  lying  in  a 
heap  of  oonfusion  in  a  wilderness,  or  chaos,  scattered  in  the 
mists  and  ibgs  of  antichristian  darkness  one  from  another, 
had  not  such  common  beams  of  light,  or  clear  streams  of 
life  running  among  them,  as  those  that  had  a  more  distinct 
gathering.  Yet  some  testimony  for  God,  and  against  the 
corruption  of  the  times,  according  to  what  was  in  their  day 
and  age  to  be  testified  for  and  against,  did  run  among  every 
sort  (of  such  as  were  true-hearted)  in  some  kind  or  other. 
And  for  this  they  were  hated  and  persecuted  by  men,  (even 
by  such  as  were  formal,  and  of  another  spirit)  and  also 
dearly  tendered  and  beloved  of  the  Lord, 

Quest.  Hath  there  been  any  further  dispensation  of  life 
since  the  apostasy? 

Ans.  There  is  another  begun,  whose  glory  is  to  exceed 
the  former,  after  the  darkness  (which  overspread  and 
clouded  the  beauty  of  the  former)  is  expelled  by  the  grow- 
ing brightness  of  this  appearance. 

Quest,  how  may  it  appear  that  there  is  another? 

Ans.  There  is  no  knowing  this  dispensation  but  by  being 
gathered  into  the  light  of  it  Wisdom  hath  been  alone 
justified  of  her  children  in  former  ages,  and  she  can  be  justi- 
fied by  none  else,  in  her  appearance  in  this  age. 

Quest  What  is  the  difference  of  this  from  the  former? 
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Aq8.  It  is  more  inward,  mon  retired,  miwe  cloedy  d#- 
pending  tt|K>n  the  principle  of  life  in  tke  q[>irit,  than  the 
jfonner. 

Quest.  Is  it  then  the  same  in  sohetaocet 

Ans.  Yes,  the  very  same.  The  r%rj  same  truth  of  COirist 
Jesus,  the  yerjr  same  building  of  Qod  in  the  Spirit,  tha  very 
same  church  is  to  be  again  brought  forth;  but  in  greater 
l^ory,  that  being  now  to  be  left  out  wherdby  ik»  enemy 
dien  entered;  and  also  degrees  of  beauty,  strength  and  per- 
fection being  to  be  added. 

Quest.  But  surely  a  greater  glory  than  that  in  the  apos- 
tles' days  is  not  to  be  expected;  nay,  it  is  not  the  beKef  of 
many  iJiat  ever  that  shall  be  restored* 

Ans.  This  ariseth  from  the  unbelief^  and  want  of  the 
sight  of  the  thing  by  the  right  eye  in  the  true  light.  For 
title  travel  of  the  eternal  Spirit  in  its  dispensation  is  towards 
perfection;  and  after  the  darkness  of  antidirist,  the  bright- 
ness of  the  light  of  life  is  to  shine  more  clear  than  ever,  as 
is  abundantly  testified  in  the  Scriptures  (a9pe<niUly  in  the 
book  of  the  BevelaticHis),  and  also  seen  by  many  in  the  dear 
openings  of  the  same  eternal  Spirit. 

Quest  Are  there  any  common  c<Humands  given  forth  in 
this  dispensation? 

Ans.  Yes,  unto  all  who  are  gathered  in  the  Spirit  of  it 
They  all  feel  the  same  common  commands  unto  several 
things,  according  to  the  nature  and  drift  of  this  dispensa- 
tion. 

Quest  What  are  they? 

Ans.  They  are  n;^any,  and  concern  many  things;  to  wit, 
their  meetings  to  worship  and  wait  on  the  Lord,  who  bath 
visited  and  gathered  them ;  together  with  their  way  of  wor- 
shipping, as  also  their  converse  and  conversation  amongst 
men,  &;c.,  which  are  not  easily  specified:  neither  indeed  are 
they  fit  to  be  held  forth  to  man's  disputing  wisdom ;  but  to 
be  waited  for  in  the  Spirit,  where  the  light  of  them  is  evi- 
^nt,  and  the  strength  to  perform  them  received  and  held. 

Quest  But  how  may  men  know  that  these  are  true  com- 
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mands  of  the  Lord,  and  not  imaginations  or  opinions  of 
their  own  ? 

Ans.  When  the  principle  of  life  is  known,  and  that  which 
God  hath  begotten  felt  in  the  heart,  the  distinction  between 
what  God  opens  and  reqnires  there,  and  what  springs  up 
in  man's  wisdom,  reason,  and  imagination,  is  very  mani- 
fest. • 

Quest.  Are  there  particular  commands  to  particular  pcr- 
8onB  besides  those? 

Ans.  As  every  heart  hath  its  own  particular  state,  which 
is  only  fully  known  to  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord,  who  is  the 
leader  of  the  soul  out  of  its  darkness  and  captivity,  and  the 
exerciser  of  it  in  what*  he  judgeth  proper  to  its  pi^ejgent 
state;  so  the  Lord  giveth  out  particular  commands  as  he 
vpleaseth,  cither  to  do  or  forbear  such  a  thing,  as  he  judgeth 
it  necessary  for  the  soul. 

Quest,  llow  may  these  be  known? 

Ans.  By  coming  into  acquaintance  with  the  Lord,  and 
the  movings  and  voice  of  his  Spirit.  First,  the  quickenings 
of  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  are  to  be  received  into  the  heart ; 
then  the  eye  fixed,  in  that  which  is  quickened,  on  liim  that 
quickened  it,  and  all  the  inward  senses  waiting  upon  him^ 
and  exercised  towards  him.  Thus  the  sheep  come  to  know 
the  voice  of  ihe  Shepherd,  and  to  follow  his  leadings  into 
the  pastures  of  life,  and  out  of  the  paths  and  feedings  of 
death,  and  are  drawn  on  by  him  towards  any  thing,  or 
stopped  by  him  from  any  tiling,  at  his  pleasure. 

Oh  that  the  sons  <rf  men  knew  their  God,  and  were  gath- 
ered into  a^y  living  dispensation  by  him,  wherein  they 
might  have  the  true  sense  and  seeking  of  him !  Oh  that 
men*8  souls  were  awakened  to  feel  the  want  of  the  breath 
of  life  from  whence  they  came !  Oh  that  the  seed  of  Israel 
were  redeemed  by  their  God,  that  their  glor)'  and  beauty  in 
his  pure  life  might  awaken  the  nations!  O  God,  hasten 
thy  work  in  the  world !  bring  the  giory  and  wisdom  of  man 
into  contempt,  and  bring  forth  thine  own  glory  and  wisdom 
iu  its  pare  brightness. 

Vol.  IL—  26 
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QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS, 

CONCERNING     THB     SBBD     OF     ISRABL,     AND      THB 

TRUE     CHURCH. 


Quest  Who  are  the  seed  of  Israel? 

Aus.  they  who  are  hcgotten  of  the  Spirit  and  nature  of 
the  eternal  Father  and  fountain  of  life,  out  of  the  spirit  and 
nature  of  this  world. 

Quest.  Are  there  such  a  seed  in  the  earth? 

Ans.  Yea,  and  have  always  been,  who  have  still  been  the 
blessing  of  this  world,  though  constantly  hated  and  perse- 
cuted by  it. 

Quest.  Why  are  they  hated  by  the  world? 

Ans.  Because  they  are  not  of  the  world,  but  faithful  wit- 
aesses  against  it,  testifying  unto  it,  that  its  ways  are  evil, 
and  its  end  misery. 

Quest.  Why  do  they  thus  testify? 

Ans.  It  is  their  nature,  and  Ood  calleth  them  thereunto. 
He  hath  set  up  his  light  in  their  hearts,  to  shine  forth  in 
the  world,  and  scatter  the  darkness. 

Quest.  How  do  they  scatter  the  darkness?  Doth  not  the 
darkness  rather  scatter  them? 

Ans.  The  darkness  doth  indeed  often  prevail  against 
them  outwardly,  hunting  and  scattering  them  up  and  down 
upon  the  face  of  the  earth ;  but  they  still  prevail  inwardly, 
in  the  testimony  of  men's  consciences,  over  the  darkness; 
who,  at  one  time  or  other,  are  generally  made  to  acknowl- 
edge in  the  secrets  of  their  hearts  that  they  are  of  Ood. 

Quest.  Why  doth  the  Lord  suffer  it  to  be  thus,  that  that 
which  is  precious,  and  of  him,  should  be  trodden  under  foot 
by  that  which  is  not  of  him  ? 

Ans.  The  Lord  hath  his  season  for  ^e  discovery  of  all 
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thiDgB.  He  hath  given  the  kiagdom  of  darkneM  Hb  time 
and^power  to  reign  over  the  just,  and  to  keep  the  holj  seed 
in  bondage  and  captivity;  and  he  hath  also  appointed  his 
suftering  seed  its  season  of  suftering  in  all  ages  and  genera- 
tions. And  by  these,  and  through  these,  the  nature  of 
each  is  discovered,  their  ends,  and  their  suitableness  to  their 
ends. 

Quest.  But  shall  this  holy  seed  always  suffer  in  this 
world? 

Ans.  Nay,  not  so;  for  the  Lord  hath  a  day  to  raise  the 
just  into  dominion  over  the  unjust,  even  here  in  this  world. 

Quest.  When  shall  this  be? 

Ans.  When  the  malice  and  persecution  of  the  enemies  of 
the  pure  seed  are  filled  up,  and  the  measure  of  its  sufferings 
finished. 

Quest.  Where  are  this  seed? 

Ans.  They  arc  (us  yet,  for  the  generality)  scattered  up 
and  down  under  the  face  of  tlie  whole  heaven.  Not  to  be 
found  in  a  visible  body  gathered  togetlier;  but  scattered  up 
and  down,  here  a  few,  and  there  a  few;  here  one,  and  there 
another. 

Quest.  Were  they  then  once  in  a  body? 

Ans.  Yea,  they  were  once  embodied:  for  after  God  had 
cast  off  the  natural  seed,  the  Jews,  he  gathered  the  spir- 
itual seed,  into  a  body,  setting  them  as  a  city  on  a  hill,  and 
making  them  the  light  of  the  world. 

Quest.  How  came  they  afterwards  to  be  scattered? 

Ans.  The  dragon  hath  done  this,  Qod  suffering  him  many 
ways  to  assault  this  building,  and  so  far  at  length  to  prevail 
over  it,  as  even  to  scatter  his  church  out  of  her  built-stat6| 
into  a  wilderness-state,  where  no  eye  can  discern  her  any 
more,  but  that  which  is  of  God.  (Wait  to  read  Rev.  xii.  in 
the  light  of  that  Spirit  which  wrote  it.) 

Quest.  Why  did  God  suffer  the  dragon  to  prevail  over  so 
precious  and  glorious  a  building? 

Ans.  Because  there  was  somewhat  of  the  power  of  dark- 
ness necessary  to  be  made  manifest,  which  could  not  be 
otherwise  so  made  manifest  as  by  this  its  prevailing;  and  al- 
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so  that  he  might  show  the  neceeeity  of,  and  make  way  for 
the  bringing  forth  of  that,  over  which  the  power  of  dark- 
nefis  cannot  prevail. 

Quest.  Is  there  then  such  a  thing  to  be  brought  forth? 

Ans.  Yea,  there  is  a  church,  there  is  a  spiritual  building, 
against  which  the  gates  of  hell  can  never  prevail  ;  which  is 
so  united  to  the  rock,  that  the  powers  of  darkness  can  by 
no  means  come  between  the  rock  and  it. 

Quest.  Are  this  church  and  the  church  in  the  apostles' 
days  different,  or  the  same? 

Ans.  This  church  hath  been  in  all  ages;  but  a  more  full 
and  perfect  bringing  forth  in  the  apostles'  days  than  in  any 
age  before:  yet  not  such  a  bringing  forth  outwardly,  as 
might  not  bo  driven  back.  And  therefore  did  the  Lord 
suffer  it  to  be  assaulted  and  prevailed  over,  in  that  wherein 
it  was  weak  through  the  outwardness  of  it,  that  (after  many 
days)  he  might  manifest  his  strength  in  bringing  it  forth 
more  perfectly. 

.  Quest  Where  hath  this  church  been  these  many  ages, 
since  the  dragon's  sore  assault  and  overcoming  it,  as  to  its 
outwardness? 

Ans.  In  the  wilderness.  Rev.  xii. 

Quest.  What  wilderness?  Any  outward,  visible  wilder- 
ness? 

Ans.  It  is  a  parable,  representing  the  scattered  state  of 
the  seed  after  Qod*s  presence  was  withdrawn  from  the  visi- 
ble building,  and  it  laid  waste  as  to  its  life,  and  the  a[)pear- 
ances  of  his  Spirit,  and  the  dragon  got  into,  and  seated  in, 
the  form,  2  Thess.  ii.  4.  then  the  seed  and  appearances  of 
God  were  to  be  found  elsewhere,  and  not  in  those  buildings. 

Quest.  How  were  those  churches  or  buildings  in  the 
apostles*  days  laid  waste  ? 

Ans.  The  presence  of  the  life  and  power  makes  the  form 
living;  and  no  longer  is  it  or  can  it  be  so,  than  the  life  and 
j)()wer  remain  with  it.  Now  they  not  abiding  in  the  life 
and  in  the  power  (the  apostasy  coming,  spoken  of,  2  Thess. 
ii.  3.),  the  life  and  the  power  also  withdrew  from  them,  and 
left  them  the  dead  form,  into  which  the  prince  of  death  im- 
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mediately  enters;  and  so  that  which  was  a  church  unto 
God  while  the  life  abode  there,  and  they  in  the  life,  be- 
comes a  synagogue  of  Satan,  he  entering  into  the  dead 
form,  and  being  worshipped  there  in  the  dead  form.  Bo  that 
it  is  not  any  outward  gathering  or  profession  that  makes 
a  church  under  the  New  Testament,  but  only  the  life  and 
power.  That  gathering  which  is  in  the  life  and  power  is  a 
true  church;  that  which  is  not,  is  a  synagogue  of  Satan,  let 
them  profess  what  they  will.  For  the  living  God  dwells 
in  living  temples  only,  and  the  prince  of  death  dwells  in  all 
the  territories  of  death. 

Quest.  According  to  this  rule  there  are,  or  have  been, 
few  true  churches  of  God  in  the  world  since  the  days  of  the 
apostles. 

Ans.  The  true  church  hath  been  in  a  wilderness-state 
since  the  days  of  the  apostles.  A  scattered  seed  have  her 
children  been,  and  she  a  widow  forsaken ;  God  providing  a 
place  for  the  inward  part  of  his  building,  and  giving  up  the 
outward  part  to  the  formal  spirit,  to  the  possession  of  the 
powers  of  darkness.  Read  Rev.  xi.  1,  2.  The  Lord,  by 
the  withdrawing  of  his  Spirit,  took  down  his  own  building, 
gave  up  the  outward  court  to  the  Gentiles,  removed  the  in- 
ward temple,  altar,  and  worshippers  into  the  wilderness. 
And  since  that  time,  men  have  built  many  buildings,  in  the 
imitation  of  that  which  God  built  (every  sort  accordiug  to 
their  skill,  and  reasonings  of  their  wisdom  about  the  thing) ; 
but  they  are  not  the  same  building.  But  tlie  true  building, 
the  true  church,  is  reproached  by  all  these  builders,  and 
not  known  to  be  the  thing,  because  hid  from  their  eye. 

Quest.  When  shall  this  true  church  appear  again? 

Ans.  When  God,  who  gave  her  the  wings  of  an  eagle  to 
fly  into  the  wilderness,  bringeth  hei  the  same  wings  again 
to  fly  out.  Then  shall  she  come  forth  clothed  with  the  sun 
agaiti,  with  the  mo<m  under  her  feel,  and  with  her  crown 
of  stars. 

Quest  How  may  it  appear  that  those  present  builAings 
wbieb  are  to   be  iirasd  im  the  worU«afe.nQ«  the  true 
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Ans.  Because  they  arc  built  by  men,  and  their  strength 
stands  not  in  the  demonstration  and  power  of  the  Spirit 
but  in  the  wisdom  and  power  of  man ;  take  away  that,  they 
soon  crumble  and  moulder  of  themselves.  Besides,  they 
are  not  clothed  with  the  sun,  have  not  the  moon  under 
their  feet,  nor  know  not  the  travail  to  bring  forth  the  man- 
child,  which  the  true  church  knows  even  in  the  wilderness. 

Quest  Why  do  men  keep  such  buildhigs,  and  not  rather 
mourn  after  the  true  building  of  God,  which  is  built  and 
preserved  in  the  light  and  power  of  his  Spirit? 

Ans.  Antichrist's  time  is  not  yet  fully  ended,  nor  the 
mists  wherewith  he  blinds  men's  eyes  scattered,  nor  the 
4mp  of  his  fornications  (which  makes  every  one  drunk  and 
besotted  as  to  the  sight  and  knowledge  of  the  true  church, 
which  drinks  of  it)  taken  from  men's  lips. 

Quest  How  may  I  know  the  true  church? 

Ans.  By  being  born  of  God's  Spirit,  and  looking  with 
that  eye  which  he  gives  to*  those  whom  he  begets  in  that 
light  of  life  which  shineth  from  his  presence:  here  his  holy 
church  and  true  spouse  is  discerned  and  distinguished  from 
all  false  resemblances,  and  vain  pretenders. 

Quest  Are  there  then  many  resemblances  of  the  true 
church,  and  prcteoders  to  be  such,  which  are  not  so  indeed? 

Ans.  Yes ;  there  is  the  mother  of  harlots.  Rev.  xvii.  5. 
and  her  many  daughters ;  all  which  pretend  to  be  the  true 
churches  of  Christ  but  want  that  life  in  themselves,  and 
that  union  in  spirit  with  him,  which  alone  can  make  such. 

Quest.  What  makes  a  true  church? 

Ans.  That  alone  which  makes  a  spiritual  body,  and 
which  unites  that  body  to  the  head.  There  must  be  a  true 
nature,  and  the  union  of  that  nature  to  the  head,  or  there 
cannot  be  a  marriage  in  spirit  to  the  Lamb.  Now  the  true 
church  is  Christ's  spouse,  b<me  of  his  Aone,  and  Jksk  of  his 
Jkshy  as  truly  of  the  seed  of  Abraham  after  the  spirit  w  the 
Jews  were  after  the  flesh.  And  as  he  thai  saiih  he  UaJew^ 
but  wanteth  the  true  drciimeisioa  of  the  heart  and  apirit 
doth  bat  lie,  and  is  aotitniead  ae;  ae^<%  ikai  m»  ike^fmaftm 
churchy  but  want  the  nature  of  the  cAi<rdl,  they  also  ^  ami 


ISAAC  P£KIKaTON.  807 

are  not  a  true  gathering  of  Christians  out  of  the  worid,  but 
a  synagogue  of  Satan,  still  abiding  and  worshipping  in  the 
spirit  of  the  worid.  Rev.  ii.  9^  and  chap.  iii.  9. 

Quest.  May  not  the  true  church  be  known  by  outward* 
visible  marks,  as  most  persons  describe  and  seek  to  find  and 
distinguish  her  bj? 

Ans.  No ;  not  possibly  in  her  wilderness  state,  nor  hardly 
in  her  built-state. 

Quest.  Why  not  possibly  in  her  wilderness-state? 

Ans.  Because  there  she  is  stripped  of  thera,  and  the  har- 
lots, or  false  churches,  are  clothed  with  thera.  Mark  the 
thing: —  In  the  very  apostles'  days,  the  false  ministers  and 
felse  Christians  got  into  the  fonu,  and  denied  the  power.  2 
Tim.  iii.  6.  Now  after  a  season  God  leaves  the  form  to 
them,  Ilev.  xi.  2.  gathering  his  church  out  of  that  appear- 
ance into  the  hidden  power.  Here  is  the  wiklorness  into 
which  the  church  fled;  the  life,  the  power,  which  before  ap- 
peared in  the  form,  being  withdrawn  and  separated  from  the 
form,  and  the  living  seed  gathered  into  it,  and  worshipping 
in  it.  And  who  can  now  hnd  tlio  church,  or  learn  the  wor- 
ship? Here  the  eye  of  the  seed  is  tried,  and  the  wisdom  of 
the  spirit  of  the  true  disciple.  And  here,  ever  since,  all  the 
world  have,  been  jangling  about  the  form,  while  the  true 
witnesses  have  been  mourning  after  the  power,  testifying 
concerning  the  power,  and  enjoying  what  was  to  be  given 
forth  of  it,  in  the  present  way  of  its  dispensation  in  the  wil- 
derness. 

Quest.  Why  hardly  in  her  built-state? 

Ans.  Because  even  then  such  variety  of  resemblances 
and  likenesses  of  the  true  church  may  be  built,  as  cannot  be 
distinguished  from  the  true  itself  by  any  outward  marks. 
There  were  in  the  apostles'  days  false  apostles, /alse  minis- 
ters, and  false  churches;  which,  though  they  appeared  as 
the  apostles  of  Christ,  as  mini^sters  of  righteousness,  as  the 
churches  of  Christ,  yet  they  were  not  so,  but  false  prophets, 
deceitful  workers,  and  synagogues  of  Satan.  Now  they 
which  intend  to  deceive,  appear  most  exactly  in  the  form, 
and  with  the  outward  marks,  if  need  require;  and  that 
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which  is  true  and  substantial,  is  not  so  regardful  of  the  out- 
ward form,  but  minds  the  inward  life,  truth  and  substanoe. 
He  therefore  that  judges  by  the  form  and  outward  marks, 
cannot  but  judge  that  to  be  the  true  spouse  which  appears 
most  in  the  form,  and  with  the*  outward  marks,  and  so  is 
very  liable  to  be  deceived  and  err,  by  judging  some  of  tie 
&lse  churches  to  be  true,  and  the  true  to  be  false. 

Quest.  What  am  I  to  do  when  I  know  the  true  church? 

Ans.  To  wait  in  that  which  gives  to  be  a  member  of  it, 
and  gives  true'  union  with  it,  whether  it  be  in  the  wilder- 
ness-state, or  in  its  built-state.  For  the  same  Spirit,  which 
begets  the  child  in  the  true  life,  will  also  lead  to  the  church; 
and  in  that  wisdom  which  is  from  above  the  true  church 
will  never  be  missed  of;  but  in  the  earthly  reasonings  and 
gucssings  of  man's  wisdom,  God's  church  (or  New  Testa- 
ment building  in  the  power  of  his  Spirit)  is  easily  missed. 
And  he  that  misseth  of  this,  and  is  out  of  the  pale  of  it,  is  it 
possible  he  should  meet  with  the  true  salvation?  "He  that 
hath  an  ear  to  hear,  let  him  hear; "  and  he  that  hath  but  so 
much  as  the  heart  of  a  man,  let  him  consider,  for  the  thing 
is  of  great  weight,  and  of  deep  concernment  to  the  soul. 

Well:  have  but  patience  awhile,  and  the  true  church 
(which  God's  Spirit  builds)  shall  be  known,  and  all  the 
false  churches  of  men's  building  shall  be  known  also.  And 
that  which  God  hath  built  shall  have  the  power  from  God, 
and  the  praise  among  men ;  and  all  the  Babylonish  buildings 
of  man's  confused  spirit,  and  inconsistent  wisdom,  shall 
vanish  away  like  smoke,  and  become  a  stink  in  all  nostrils. 
For  strong  is  the  Lord  God  of  heaven  and  earth,  who  is 
confounding  Babylon  in  all  her  gaudy  attire,  and  glorious 
appearances,  and  raising  up  his  Zion  out  of  the  dust. 
Amen^  haUekgah! 
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FURTHER  QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS, 

CONCERNING  TUB  SEED   OF  ISBABL* 


Quest.  Out  of  what  womb  doth  the  seed  of  Israel  spring? 

Ans.  Out  of  the  nature  of  eternal  life,  out  of  the  bosom 
of  eternal  love,  out  of  the  Jerusalem  which  is  above,  which 
is  free,  and  the  mother  of  all  that  are  born  of  the  Spirit. 

Quest.  By  what  covenant  are  the  childi-en  of  Israel 
brought  up  ? 

Ans.  By  the  covenant  of  faith  in  the  love  of  the  Father, 
which  gives  life  and  strength  to  obey. 

Quest.  Is  there  obedience  required  in  the  new  covenant? 

Ans.  Yea;  the  obedience  of  faith,  the  subjection  of  the 
nature  and  heart  of  the  child,  to  the  nature  and  will  of  the 
Father;  which  is  as  fully  natural  in  the  substance  as  it  can 
be  represented  in  any  figure  or  shadow. 

Quest.  What  if  there  be  disobedience? 

Ans.  The  seed  itself  cannot  disobey;  but  the  vessel  in 
which  it  is  sown,  and  to  which  it  is  united,  may  prove  weak, 
frail,  brittle,  yea,  sometimes  stubborn ;  the  weight  and  chas- 
tisement whereof  the  seed  also  bears,  and  in  patient  suffer- 
ing helps  and  cleanses  the  vessel  through  the  virtue  of  the 
blood  of  Jesus,  which  is  felt  in  the  seed  which  comes  from 
Jesus.  And  here  is  the  blood  of  sprinkling  known  in  the 
soul,  which  cleanses  the  conscience  from  dead  works,  and 
washes  away  the  iniquity  thereof. 

Quest.  Can  any  fall  from  this  covenant? 

Ans.  The  covenant  is  witli  the  seed  for  ever,  and  with 
the  seed's  seed  also  is  it  firm ;  but  the  streamings  forth  of 
the  light  of  the  covenant  do  not  always  beget  a  seed,  but 
only  sometimes  set  man's  nature  on  work,  drawing  forth 
the  faith,  love,  and  obedience  thereof.    Now^  this  will  not 


810  T0S  WORKS  OF 

hold.  All  flesh  is  grass,  and  at  one  time  or  other  will  &de 
and  wither;  but  there  most  be  a  being  begotten  of  the 
Word,  to  live  and  abide  for  ever. 

Qaest.  How  is  this  begetting? 

Ans.  In  the  weakening  of  man's  strength  day  by  day,  and 
raising  up  the  seed,  which  seed  gives  life  and  strength  to 
him  that  is  weakened  in  the  manhood. 

Quest  How  is  this  done? 

Ans.  First  by  drawing  forth  what  is  in  the  man,  and  then 
by  ttying  its  strength,  distressing  the  man  with  exercises 
beyond  him.  Thus  the  working  man  is  brouglit  down  by 
the  requirings  of  the  law,  they  being  too  hard  for  him,  and 
the  believing  seed  is  raised  up;  who,  in  the  virtue  of  the 
living  faith  (whereof  he  receiveth  supplies  from  the  breath 
of  eternal  life),  fulfils  the  righteousness  of  the  law  in  the 
man,  and  also  communicates  a  righteousness  of  a  liigher 
nature  unto  him. 

Quest.  Wliy  doth  God  take  tliis  course  with  man  ? 

Ans.  It  is  proper  and  natural.  How  can  a  higher  prin- 
ciple be  raised  in  man,  but  by  the. death  of  the  former? 
And  how  can  the  former  die,  but  by  such  exercises,  trials, 
and  distresses  as  are  proper  to  wear  out  the  strength  of  it« 
nature,'and  bring  it  into  the  nothingness,  where  that  which 
is,  springs  up;  when  it  hath  brought  down  that  which  ap- 
peared, but  was  not? 

Oh!  who  can  understand  God's  works  in  the  world? 
Who  can  read  the  mystery  of  life  and  death  in  man  ?  Oh, 
what  a  worm  is  man  before  his  God !  What  is  his  nature? 
In  what  state  is  he  able  to  walk  with  his  God?  God  can 
keep  covenant  with  man  in  any  kind  of  dispensation;  but 
man  still  fails:  his  heart  dceeives  him,  and  he  is  not  able  to 
attain  unto,  or  maintiiiu  any  considerable  proportion  of, 
happiness  to  his  soul  by  his  covenant. 

Quest.  What  is  man's  covenant? 

Ans.  That  which  his  nature  desires  of  God  to  make  him 
happy.  That  light,  that  counsel,  that  strength,  that  pret»- 
ence  wliich  his  nature  thinks  sufficient,  will  not  carry  him 
through.    Nay,  let  God  show  grace  and  mercy,  and  add 
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helps  unto  him  in  the  riches  of  his  love,  yet  this  will  not  do. 
How  doth  man  ftll  in  everj'  dispensation,  where  there  is 
any  stress  laid  on  this  covenant,  though  God  is  able  to  be  a 
fiilher  and  a  husband  therein ! 

Quest.  What  is  God*s  covenant? 

Ans.  That  which  bis  nature  sees  needful  to  make  man 
happy  in  him,  and  to  keep  man  in  the  enjoyment  of  his 
happiness.  This,  so  far  as  it  is  dispensed,  carries  through; 
and  when  it  is  dispensed  perfectly,  will  bring  forth  the  per- 
fect redemption  and  happiness  of  the  creature. 

Now  then  that  soul  that  would  travel  towards  life  eternal ; 

First,  Wait  to  feel  a  principle  of  life  awakened,  raised 
up,  sown  in  thy  earth  by  the  living  God. 

Secondly,  Wait  to  receive  all  the  light  of  life  in  every 
kind,  that  the  Father  of  lights  shall  please  to  cause  to  shine 
in  thy  heart,  from  this  principle. 

Thirdly,  Be  content  to  be  tried  and  distressed,  and  have 
thy  strength  broken  day  by  day,  and  thy  wisdom  con- 
founded, that  thou  mayest  sink  into,  and  pass  away  in,  the 
weakness  and  foolishness  which  the  Lord  will  bring  upon 
thee,  before  the  wisdom  and  strength  of  his  life  appear  in 

thee. 

• 

Fourthly,  Keep  thine  eye  and  heart  on  the  grace  that 
first  visited  thee,  that  there  thy  footing  may  be,  and  thy 
hopes  fastened.  Oh !  receive  the  light  still  from  the  hand 
of  grace,  and  look  up  thither  for  strength  to  obey  the  light; 
that  the  earthly  man  get  not  a  life  in  the  obedience,  and 
thou  forget  the  grace,  and  thy  need  of  Christ,  the  anointed 
of  the  Lord;  and  so  thou  live  on  what  thou  hast  received 
from  God,  and  not  Christ  live  in  thee ;  and  look  upon  thy 
working  obedience  as  the  righteousness,  and  feel  not  the 
righteousness  of  Christ,  which  is  the  free  justification  of  his 
life  and  power,  washing  away  the  guilt  of  the  ungodly ! 

Ah!  narrow  is  the  path  that  leads  unto  life;  none^can 
enter  in  at  it,  but  the  Seed,  and  the  Seed*s  seed;  even  that 
which  dies  in  the  creatnreship,  in  the  principle  which 
Adam  received  from  the  Lord,  and  springs  up  in  the  nature 
and  being  of  this  seed. 
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Read  this,  O  travellers  towards  the  holy  land,  with  the 
eye  which  Gk>d  creates !  that  je  may  ran  certainly  in  his 
begettingSy  in  his  creiatings,  in  his  leading  towards  his  land 
of  eternal  rest;  even  in  the  certain  law  and  power  of  his 
endless  life,  and  not  in  the  nne^rtaki  reasonings,  imagin- 
IngSy  aod  gnessing  at  things  by  the  human  anderstandii^. 
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TO 
ALL    SUCH    AS    COMPLAIN    THAT    THEY     WANT 


POWER: 


not  applying  themselves  to  yield  subjection  to  what  of 

God  is  made  manifest  in  them,  upon  a  pkbtencb 

of  waiting  for  power  so  to  do. 


The  Lord  God  of  eternal  power,  who  made  man  in  hi8 
own  image,  he  strctchcth  forth  his  arm  to  save  and  redeem 
his  lost  creature;  it  is  his  power  alone  that  eftecteth  tlie 
work  of  redemption;  be  quickeueth  man,  who  is  dead  in 
trespasses  and  sins;  he  keepeth  alive,  and  leadeth  on  the 
quickened  soul  in  the  path  of  life;  he  conqnereth,  scattor- 
eth,  and  subdueth  all  the  enemies  round  about  tl\e  soul, 
oven  all  the  lusts,  corruptions,  and  temptations,  which  lead 
unto,  and  entangle  in,  perdition. 

Yet  the  Lord  God  requireth  somewhat  of  the  man  whom 
he  saveth,  without  which  being  found  in  man,  and  returned 
to  him  from  man,  he  saveth  him  not. 

Quest.   What  doth  he  require  of  man  ? 

Ans.  He  requireth  of  man  repeniancey  faiihy  and  obedience. 
That  he  should  turn  at  his  call,  from  the  darkness  to  the 
light ;  that  he  should  trust  in,  and  cleave  to,  the  light,  but 
believe  the  spirit  of  darkness  no  more;  and  lastly,  That  he 
should  obey  the  light,  follow  the  light,  walk  in  the  foot- 
steps of  the  living  towards  the  land  of  light;  work  the 
works  of  God  in  the  light. 

Quest.  How  can  man  do  this  ? 

Ans.  Of  himself  he  cannot:  but  being  touched,  being 
quickened  by  the  eternal  power,  being  turned  by  a  secret 
Vol.  IL—  27 
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virtue  and  stiiTing  of  the  life  in  his  heart,  tljeii  he  can  turn 
t<)war(l3  that  which  tunieth  him.  Being  drawn  by  the  life, 
by  the  power;  lie  can  follow  after  the  life,  and  after  the 
power.  Finding  the  sweetness  of  the  living  vine,  and  his 
.soul  made  alive  by  the  sap  of  the  vine,  his  heart  can  now 
oJeave  to,  nnd  abide  i«,  the  vine,  and  bring  forth  the  fruit 
of  the  living  faith  and  obedience  to  the  husbandman,  who 
daily  droiiseth  tlie  heart,  that  waiteth  in  the  living  principle 
for  further  life  from  the  fountain,  that  it  maj-  bring  forth 
the  fruits  of  life  more  and  more. 

Now  mark:  Is  it  jK)Sttible  for  any  man  to  come  to  the 
oternal  rest,  that  travels  not  in  the  path  ?  Or  is  there  any 
I)ath,  but  the  repentance,  faith,  and  obedience  of  the  living 
spirit;  even  of  the  child  begotten  by  the  eternal  power, 
who  is  taught  by  the  Father  to  abide  and  walk  in  the  life 
and  in  the  power? 

God  putteth  forth  his  hand  all  the  day  long,  to  fetch  home 
lost  man.  lie  hath  given  him  a  talent,  a  living  talent, 
which  ie  able  to  work  man  into  life,  and  to  bring  forth  the 
the  fruits  of  life  in  man.  Man  overlooks  the  talent,  joins 
not  his  heart  to  it,  brings  not  forth  the  fruits  of  life  to  the 
giver,  biit  cries  he  wants  power;  and  tvhat  is  he?  What  can 
he  do?  Can  he  cleanse  his  own  lieart?  Can  he  kUl  his  eorrup- 
Ho)is2     Can  he  quicken  himself  9  &c. 

Now  mark  again.  There  are  several  dispensations  of 
God  to  mankind;  in  all  which,  man  (of  himself)  falls  short 
of  the  life,  of  the  power,  of  the  glory,  and  comes  under  con- 
demnation. God  lays  the  blame  on  man,  for  not  hearken- 
ing, for  not  believing,  for  not  walking  with  hira.  Man 
lays  the  blame  on  God,  and  Bays  he  wants  power.  Look 
on  him  who  is  not  obedient  to  the  light,  which  he  cannot 
but  confess  to  shine  in  his  heart,  and  often  to  reprove  him: 
ask  him  why  he  doth  not  obey  it?  Is  not  this  his  plea; 
that  JhC  xcanis power?  Now  let  men  consider,  will  this  stand 
before  the  throne  of  God?  This  is  the  condemnation,  that 
men  do  not  believe  the  light  of  life,  do  not  obey  the  gospel 
of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  do  not  trust  and  follow  the  light 
which  would  lead  them  to  life,  but  trust  and  follow  the 
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darkness,  wkic-Ii  leads  into  death,  and  into  everlastins^  con- 
demnation. Their  plea  is,  the}/  want  power  so  to  do.  Is  thin 
true? 

I  confess  the  power  doth  not  so  flow  forth  to  man,  .a» 
man  expects  it;  but  the  power  of  life  works  man  out  of 
death  in  a  mystery,  and  l>egins  in  him  as  weakness.  There 
is  all  the  strength,  all  the  power  of  the  enemy,  against  the 
work  of  God  in  the  heart.  There  is  but  a  little  thing  (like 
a  grain  of  mustard-se^d),  a  weak  thing,  a  foolish  thing, 
even  that  which  is  not  (to  man's  eye),  to  overcome  all  this; 
and  yet  in  this  is  the  power.  And  here  is  the  great  deceit 
of  man ;  he  looks  for  a  great,  manifest  power  in  or  upon 
him  to  begin  with,  and  doth  not  see  how  the  power  is  in 
the  little  weak  stirrings  of  life  in  the  heart,  in  the  rising  up 
of  somewhat  against  the  mighty  (Strength  of  corruption  in 
him;  which  lie  returning  towards,  cleaving  to,  and  waiting 
upon  the  Lord  in,  the  strength  of  the  Jjord  will  be  made 
manifest  in  its  season,  and  he  will  lie  drawn  nearer  and 
nearer  to  the  Lord,  and  his  enemies  be  overcome  and  fall  he 
knows  not  how.  But  he  that  waits  for  such  a  mighty  aj)- 
pearance  of  power  at  first,  looking  so  to  begin,  and  after 
that  manner  to  be  preserved  and  carried  on,  can  never  in 
tliis  capacity  so  much  as  walk  in  the  path  eternal:  nor  i» 
not  in  the  way  of  receiving  the  power,  which  springs  up  as 
weakness,  and  leads  on  and  overcomes  enemies  in  a  myste- 
rious way  of  working,  and  not  in  duch  a  manifest  and  dii-ect 
way  of  conquest,  as  man's  wisdom  expects. 

The  seed  of  the  kingdom  is  sown  man  knows  not  how, 
even  by  a  sound  of  the  eternal  Spirit,  which  he  is  not  a  fit 
judge  of;  and  it  grows  up  he  knows  not  how;  and  the 
power  appears  and  works  in  it,  in  a  way  that  he  is  not 
aware  of.  He  looks  for  the  kingdom,  the  power,  and  the 
life,  in  a  way  of  his  observation,  answerable  to  the  thoughts 
and  expectations  of  his  heart.  But  thus  it  never  comes;  but 
in  the  way  of  its  own  eternal  motion,  it  springs  in  the  heart* 
of  many,  and  they  overlook  the  thing,  and  turn  from  it 
daily,  not  knowing  its  proper  way  of  appearance,  but  ex- 
pecting it  some  other  way.     And  thus  the  <»iemy  holds 
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them  in  the  bands  of  death,  and  they  arc  captivcB  m  the 
strange  land,  refusing  the  Prince  of  life,  in  his  daily  offers 
of  life,  because  they  look  not  for  him  thus,  but  after  another 
waiy  and  manner.  And  till  thia  eye  of  observation  be  put 
out  in  them,  they  can  never  clearly  see  the  appearance  of 
the  Saviour  to  them,  nor  feel  the  efficacy  of  his  saving  of 
them  from  that,  from  which  none  but  he  can  deliver. 

Now  for  the  sakes  of  such  as  are  single-hearted,  and  yet 
withheld  from  the  enjoyment  of  the  life  of  God  and  of  his 
pure  power,  through  a  v:s\y  of  wrong  expecting  it;  I  shall 
Kay  a  little  concerning  the  operation  of  the  power  in  quick- 
ening and  leading  on  the  quickened  soul,  as  also  concern- 
ing the  way  of  its  springing  up  in  the  heart,  and  the  ne- 
<*es8ity  of  this  way.  I  myself  was  long  withheld  from 
obedience  to  the  light  eternal,  in  its  low  appearance  of  dis- 
covering and  convincing  of  sin,  through  tliis  very  deceit, 
believing  that  my  condition  required  the  manifest  appear- 
ance of  a  very  great  power  to  help  me;  and  so  when  sin 
overcame  me,  I  did  only  mouni  over  it,  crying  after  and 
waiting  for  power,  but  was  kept  from  joining  with,  and 
cleaving  to  that,  wherein  the  power  springs  up  and  manifests 
itself  according  to  its  own  pleasure,  quite  contrary  to  the 
way  of  man's  expectation. 

The  operations  of  the  power  are  divers  and  gradual,  accord- 
ing to  the  condition  and  necessity  of  the  soul  whom  it  visits, 
and  reacheth  forth  its  hand  unto. 

1.  There  is  a  discovery  of  the  darkness,  and  of  the  erring 
of  the  heart  from  God.  This  is  power;  for  this  should 
never  be  in  any  heart,  could  all  the  powers  of  darkness 
there  withstand  it 

2.  There  is  a  rising  of  the  heart  against  the  evil,  with  a 
desire  of  deliverance  from  it,  and  of  the  springing  up  of 
the  good  in  such  power  as  might  conquer  it  This  is  a  fur- 
ther appearance  of  power  than  the  former,  and  a  good  be- 
ginning towards  believing  or  joining  with  the  redeeming 
arm,  which  all  the  powers  of  darkness  (with  all  manner  of 
subtlety)  endeavor  to  divert  the  heart  from. 

3.  Ther«  is  an  upright  francie  of  spirit  begotten,  and  a 
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truth  of  heart  formed  towards  the  Lord ;  from  which  de- 
HireSy  and  cries,  and  groans  after  his  life  and  presence,  and 
for  deliverance  from  the  enemy,  and  from  under  the  power 
of  his  deceit,  spring  more  and  more. 

4.  There  is  a  fear  begotten  in  the  heart  of  being  deceJ^ed 
by  the  enemy,  of  being  drawn  from  the  feeling  of,  and  pant- 
ing after,  the  life  and  power  of  Q-od. 

5.  There  is  a  hope  and  trust  in  the  Lord's  goodness  and 
mercy,  with  a  daily  waiting  for  his  appearance,  for  the 
manifestation  of  his  Spirit  and  pure  presence,  and  for  the 
springings  up  of  his  fresh  life  and  precious  virtue. 

6.  There  are  overturnings  of  the  enemy,  battering  down 
his  strong-holds,  breaking  of  many  snares,  beating  back  of 
many  furious  a,S8ault8,  and  causing  the  plant  of  life  to  grow 
up,  and  triumph  over  all  the  powers  of  darkness. 

7.  There  are  secret  stayings  and  upholdings  of  the  heart 
in  the  hour  of  darkness,  when  God  sees  necessary  to  let 
forth  the  power  thereof  upon  the  soul,  and  to  eclipse  his 
own  power.  Wlien  the  enemy  buffets,  tempts,  prevails, 
and  gets  ground  upon  the  soul,  is  drawing  it  back  under 
the  veil,  even  into  the  pit,  and  nothing  appears  near  to  stop 
it^  or  rescue  the  soul  from  death,  and  from  the  power  of  the 
grave,  but  the  sting  thereof  enters  and  deeply  wounds  the 
Moul;  yet  even  then  the  power  is  near,  secretly  upholding, 
preserving,  and  watching  over  the  soul ;  and  waiting  for  the 
proper  season  of  deliverance.  "Nevertheless  I  am  continu- 
ally with  thee,  thou  hast  holdcn  me  by  my  right  hand,"  said 
David,  when  hie  feet  had  almost  slipped  into  the  grievous 
snare  of  desperate  unbelief,  and  murmuring  against  God's 
dealings  with  him  and  the  rest  of  his  people. 

Many  more  operations  of  the  power  might  be  mentioned, 
even  of  its  tabernacling  and  glorious  appearing  in  some  ves- 
•els  in  various  ways,  both  delighting  itself  in  the  heart,  and 
al«o  filling  the  heart  with  delight  and  joy  in  the  pure  life : 
but  theee  thing  are  better  enjoyed  and  sweetly  felt,  in  the 
mienee  of  the  fleshly  pail,  than  spoken  of  to  the  ear  which 
19  not  fit  to  hear  the  sound  thereof. 

27* 
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Secondly,  The  way  of  the  power's  springing  up  in  the  heart; 
which  is, 

1.  In  its  turning  from  the  darkness,  in  tlie  faith,  and  in 
the  pure  obedience  which  flows  from  the  faith.  For  as  the 
Hout  turns  from  the  power  of  darkness  and  death,  towards 
the  power  of  the  eternal  Spirit  of  light ;  so  the  power  meets 
it,  embraces  it,  appears  to  it,  and.  manifests  itself  in  it,  pro- 
portionable to  its  present  capacity  and  condition.  And  as 
the  soul,  being  touched  with  the  living  virtue,  gives  itself 
up  to  believe,  and  to  trust  the  power  which  draws;  so  the. 
power  manifests  itself  in  the  heart,  according  to  the  propor- 
tion of  the  faith  which  the  eternal  virtue  hath  begotten 
there.  And  as  the  soul  in  the  faith  gives  itself  np  to  obey, 
.so  the  power  appears  and  works  the  obedience.  For  we  can 
<h>  nothing  of  ourselvies;  but  being  called,  being  dmwn,  be- 
ing required  to  do  that  which  is  fur  beyoud  our  strength, 
and  giving  up  thereto;  the  life  springs,  the  power  appears, 
which  does  the  work.  This  the  Philipians  had  experience 
of,  to  whom  the  apostle  gave  that  exhortation ;  "Work  out 
I'our  own  salvation  with  fear  and  trembling;  for  it  is  God 
which  workcth  in  you,  both  to  will  and  to  do  of  his  good 
pleasure.'*  It  is  the  unbeliever  hangs  back,  and  cries  where 
shall  I  have  power?  But  the  faith  follows  the  moving  and 
drawing  of  the  (Spirit,  and  the  power  never  fails  the  faith. 
15ut  that  which  cries,  how  shall  I  get  out  of  Egypt?  \Yhkh 
vuvj  shall  I  ever  be  able  to  pass  through  this  inttncatc  wilderness  f 
How  shall  I  overcome  tho^e  mighty  enemies^  which  already  hare 
fhe  ])ossessio7i  of  tlie  land  I  should  inherit^  and  are  strongly  fenced 
in  it,  and  mighty  in  strength  to  lurp  their  hold  thereof  f  This  is 
not  the  right  seed,  this  ivS  not  the  irue  Israel,  for  whom  the 
everlasting  inheritance  of  the  life  and  of  the  pure  power  is 
|)repared. 

2.  Under  the  cross,  under  the  yoke  to  tlic  corrupt  (j'ea, 
and  to  the  very  natnral),  the  power  springs.  The  false  birth 
would  have  the  power  spring  in  a  way  pleasing  to  itaelf;  at 
the  time  its  wisdom  sees  necessary,  and  in  the  way  )tft  will 
would  have  it;  but  the  power  springs  up  according  to  it* 
own  wisdom,  at  its  own  time,  and  after  its  own  way.    When 
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tlie  man  would  have  it,  thcii  it  flics  from  him;  and  when  it- 
is  not  expected,  nor  perhaps  desired  (at  least  in  that  way 
wherein  it  elioosee  to  appear),  then  it  springs  up  and  puts 
ibrth  itdolf.  Most  men,  that  have  felt  any  thing  of  God, 
cannot  hut  desire  his  life  and  poWer;  hut  most  fly  the  cross, 
wherein  it  hath  chosen  to  ai)pear;  and  so  they  can  never 
meet  with  it,  hut  are  still  complaining  for  the  want  of  it. 
In  the  power  is  the  case,  the  rest  of  the  gospel.  Take  wy 
yoke  upon  i/ofu,  and  learn  of  mc^  saith  Christ,  and  ye  shall  find 
ihf*  rest  which  Jiows  from  the  power.  Tiiis  made  Paul  rejoice  in 
tlK»  ero.ss  of  Clirist,  wlierehy  the  fleshly  lusts  were  hrought 
down  in  him;  and  the  life  and  eternal  power  sprang  in  the 
soed  of  the  kingdom:  for  under  the  cross  the  seed  grows 
\i\}  and  flourishes,  and  the  flesh  withers  and  dies.  And  as 
iht*  power  of  flesh  and  death  wastes,  so  the  power  of  Spirit 
and  life  increasCvS. 

o.  The  jx)wer  springs  under  the  fear,  and  in  the  upright- 
iuv'<j?  and  love  which  God  hath  hegottcn.  I  put  these  to- 
.i;vther,  for  there  is  a  close  unity  hetweeu  them.  The  fear 
is  the  dwelling  of  the  ni^right  heart,  and  the  love  is  within 
tiie  fear,  lie  that  distrusts  himself,  feels  his  own  uothing- 
ni.\ss,  iinds  no  power  to  do  any  thing  God  requireth,  and 
vet  also  fears  to  stay  hehind  the  light  of  God's  Spirit,  in 
uiiy  thing  it  requiix»s,  and  so  flnds  a  putting  on  forwards  in 
the  faith;  in  him  the  power  delights  to  appear,  lie  that 
WDuid  feci  strength  hefore-hand,  and  act  in  the  sense  of 
ihtit  strength,  from  him  the  power  withdraws;  hut  he  that 
i>  weak,  and  hath  no  strength,  but  still  as  it  freely  drops 
iiit^»  him  from  moment  to  moment,  this  is  the'  vessel  the 
Innvor  t^liooseth  to  manifest  itself  to,  and  to  be  continually 
ijpjK-aring  in.  This  is  the  new  covenant,  '*!  will  put  my 
fear  in  their  hearts,*'  And  where  the  fear  of  the  new  cove- 
nant is  found,  so  much  life,  power,  and  eternal  virtue,  as 
is  necessary  for  the  present  state  of  that  heart,  cannot  be  fai* 
ofl*.  So  in  the  aprighUhcaritdy  in  the  heart  that  is  true  to 
<iod,  the  power  of  deceit  cannot  dwell,  but  the  power  of 
truth  delights  to  All  it^  in  a  way  suitable  to  the  stat«  of  the 
spirit,  and  so  as  may  be  seen  by  the  eye  of  tho  spirit,  aud 
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felt  by  the  spiritual  sonde.  And  in  the  love  is  the  constrain- 
ing power,  which  constrains  from  the  evil  path,  from  the 
path  of  unbelief  and  disobedience,  into  the  path  of  life. 

Thirdly.  The  neassiUj  of  this  way  of  the  springing  up  of  the 
jyoWiT,  and  not  in  snch  a  manifest  way  as  man's  heart  do- 
sires,  and  as  man's  eye  expects. 

It  is  necessary  in  several  respects.  In  respect  of  God,  in 
reference  to  the  creature,  and  in  reference  to  the  souIh 
enemies. 

1.  In  r<*spect  of  God.  It  is  necessary  that  liis  power  and 
life  should  spring  up  in  the  creature  in  its  own  way,  accord- 
ing to  the  counsel  of  his  own  wisdom,  suitable  to  his  own. 
nature,  and  not  in  the  way  which  the  creature  chalks  out, 
and  expects  it  in.  God  must  be  like  himself,  and  walk  in 
hU  own  path  in  every  thing  he  does.  He  is  a  God  that 
liidcth  himself  in  the  mystery  of  his  working,  throughout 
the  whole  track  of  raanV  redemption ;  and  man  must  bo 
wrought  out  of  himself,  out  of  his  own  thoughts,  expecta- 
tions, gathered  apprehensions  concerning  the  kingdom  and 
wjjy  to  life,  and  led  in  a  path  he  doth  not  know  (nor  ever 
<an  know  any  longer  than  he  is  in  it);  and  in  ways  he  hath 
not  been  acquainted  with.  The  way  of  life  is  still  new, 
every  moment  fresh  and  living;  and  the  earthly  part  of 
those,  who  may  have  in  some  measure  felt  the  power  of  ro- 
generation,  cannot  know  it,  nor  walk  in  it.  Consider  thi:«, 
()  ye  that  fence  yourselves  against  the  present  appearance  of 
the  Spirit;  and  against  the  convictions,  demonstrations 
and  drawings  of  its  eternal  light  and  power,  by  somewhat 
wliich  ye  have  formerly  felt  and  known. 

2.  Ifi  reference  to  the  creature,  the  power  of  God  mu:^t 
)ieeda  appear  thus  hiddenly,  and  in  such  h  mysterious  way. 

1.  That  the  creature  might  go  through  all  those  exercises 
of  spirit,  which  are  necessary  to  fit  it  for  its  inheritance  in 
the  holy  land.  There  are  straits,  wants,  trials,  temptation:!^, 
inward  weaknesses,  buftetings  from  the  enemy,  withdraw- 
ings  of  the  life,  &c.,  Q^d  seoth  necessary  to  exercise  tho 
i9pirit8  of  his  with,  Uiat  he  might  fit  them  for  himself,  and 
tor  a  safe  ei^joyment  of  his  life  in  fulness;  which  could  not 
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be,  if  there  were  such  a  manifest  power  to  begin  with,  and 
continually  at  hand,  to  perform  all  in  and  for  the  soul,  a« 
many  men  wait  for,  and  tliink  necessary  to  have. 

2.  That  the  fleshly  part  might  be  thoroughly  worn  out 
and  destroyed.  When  the  power  appears  and  works  might- 
ily in  the  soul,  there  is  somewhat  apt  to  get  up,  to  exalt 
himself  by  the  power,  and  to  abuse  tlie  power;  and  if  the 
power  were  not  withdrawn,  and  this  tormented  and  fam- 
ished in  the  absence  of  the  power,  and  in  the  withdrawing 
of  the  sweet  appearance  of  life,  a  wrong  thing  would  bo 
stealing  into  the  inheritance,  and  the  soul  would  never  be 
thoroughly  purified,  nor  come  to  a  pure  cnjoj^ment  of  the 
power.  Therefore  doth  the  Lord  appear  in  this  mysterious 
way^  that  the  prornlse  might  be  sure  to  the  seed;  that  the  seed 
which  is  the  right  heir  of  the  power,  might  come  alone  to 
inherit  the  power,  and  the  false  birth  not  touch  the  least 
enjoyment  of  it,  but  feel  the  bitter  strokes  of  death  and  de- 
struction from  it.  What  had  become  of  Paul,  if  he  had  had 
power  to  resist  the  buiFetings  of  the  enemy,  as  he  desired? 
Would  not  his  fleshly  part  have  remained  in  the  exaltation, 
and  not  have  been  brought  down  ?  2.  Cor.  xii.  7. 

3.  In  reference  to  the  enemy.  The  enemy  could  never  be 
wholly  conquered,  his  strong  holds  in  the  heart  broken 
down,  and  the  redemption  from  under  his  hand  perfected, 
were  it  not  for  this  mysterious  way  of  the  appearing  "and 
working  of  the  pow^er,  even  out  of  the  sight  of  man's  eye, 
and  contrary  to  his  will  and  expectation.  For  had  man 
such  a  power  as  he  desires,  still  present  with  him;  had  he 
faith  in  his  power,  or  obedience  in  his  power,  or  could  he 
take  up  the  cross  in  his  power,  or  have  strength  to  fight 
against  tlie  enemy  as  he  desires  and  expects,  the  enemy 
would  still  And  entrance  into  him,  and  keep  his  hold  of 
him.  But  God,  who  knoweth  the  state  of  the  creature, 
with  the  strength  and  passages  of  the  enemy  into  man,  by 
working  with  his  mighty  power  in  man  according  to  his 
own  will,  and  in  the  way  of  his  own  wisdom  (contrary  to 
what  man  can  desire  or  expect,  but  as  h«  is  taken  into,  and 
comprehended  in,  the  eternal  will),  carries  on  his  work 
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sweetly,  and  safely,  and  perfects  the  salvation  of  those  who 
will  not,  who  run  not,  who  desire  not  to  be  any  thing,  hot 
wait  to  feel  and  know  his  power,  and  to  become  subject  to 
it,  and  lie  under,  even  in  the  lowest  way  of  its  manifestation 
and  appearance. 

Obj.  This  may  bo  true  in  the  ordinary  way  of  redemp- 
tion of  souls;  but  tlicre  are  deep  captivities  (even  the  cap- 
tivity of  Babylon  inwardly,  spiritually)  which  surely  will 
need  a  very  great  appearance  of  the  i>ower  of  God  to  deliver 
out  of;  and  what  can  that  soul  do,  but  wait  there  under 
the  captivity,  until  the  mighty  power  ansc? 

Ana.  It  is  true;  the  power  must  needs  be  very  great,  and  ' 
the  appearance  of  it  wonderful,  which  delivers  out  of  such 
captivity ;  but  yet  the  beginnings  of  it  may  be  small,  aud 
out  of  the  eight  of  that  eye  which  looks  and  waits  for  so 
great  an  appearance.  Ilast  thou  not  light  enough  already 
to  begin  thy  travel  out  of  Babylon  ?  Uast  thou  begun  thy 
travel?  Dost  thou  walk,  in  the  light  which  shineth  upon 
thee  in  that  dark  land,  to  gather  and  lead  thee  out  of  it? 
Or  wilt  thou  not  begin  to  come  out,  till  the  very  glory  and 
brightness  of  Zion  shine  upon  thee?  If  there  be  but  light 
and  power  enough  to  lead  thee  one  step  out  of  tlie  land  of 
darkness  and  confusion  of  spirit,  towards  obedience  to  the 
lowest  or  meanest  truth,  that  i*8ufficient  for  thee  at  pres- 
ent; and  as  thou  art  found  faithful  \iere,  more  will  spring 
in  thee;  but  if  thou  stop  here  (or  at  any  time  after  thou 
hast  begun,  and  made  some  progress,  because  of  any  thing 
which  fallcth  out  contrary  to  thy  expectation),  then  that 
which  should  lead  thee  on,  and  strengthen  thee,  atop^  also; 
and  thou  meetest  not  with  that  which  is  found  and  enjoyed 
by  others  in  the  way,  because  thou  passest  not  on  in  it,  but 
balkest  thy  proper  path,  judging  soniewhat  more  neeessai^ 
towards  thy  beginning  or  progress,  than  the  Itord  judgeth, 
or  yet  seeth  fit  to  impart  to  thee. 

Thus  the  enemy  betrays  thee,  and  holds  thee  in  his 
chains,  which  might  be  loosed  and  cast  off  by  little  and 
little,  didst  thou  singly  give  up  to  the  little  appearance  of 
that  light  and  power  wliich  i«  able  to  unbind  them,  and 
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not  expect  more  at  first  (or  afterwards)  than  the  Lord  hath 
allotted  for  thy  present  condition.  And  let  me  tell  thee  this 
from  certain  knowledge  and  experience;  that  thou,  who 
liast  been  high,  and  hast  tasted  much  of  God,  but  hast  abused 
it,  and  fed  the  wrong  part  with  it,  both  in  thyself  and  oth- 
ers; thou  must  be  brought  lower  than  the  rest,  and  for 
A  long  season  be  kept  lower;  that  the  pure  seed  (which 
liath  deeply  been  buried  in  thee)  may  overgrow  and  sink 
all  thy  knowledge,  experiences,  and  observations,  concern- 
ing the  eternal  life,  and  its  way  of  appearance,  which  for- 
merly tliou  hadst  some  true  taste  of,  but  now  boldest  out  of 
the  life. 

Thou  must  come  down,  thou  must  become  nothing  by 
degrees,  thou  must  lie  at  the  foot  of  the  reprovings  of  that 
light,  which  thou  thinkest  thou  hast  gone  far  beyond,  and 
be  glad  of  a  little  help  now. and  then  in  the  lowliness  and 
humility  of  thy  heart,  which  must  not  choose  what  appear- 
ance and  manifestation  it  will  have  from  God,  before  it  will 
begin  to  follow  him,  but  be  glad  of  ever  so  little,  that  the 
infinite  wisdom  sees  good- to  give  forth  by  the  hand  of  his 
mercy. 

Whoever  have  been  high,  and  are  still  waiting  and  ex- 
pecting in  the  heights  of  their  own  wisdom  and  observations 
concerning  tlie  kingdom,  let  them  take  heed  of  despising  the 
day  of  small  things^  and  know  that  their  proper  beginning 
(yea  the  very  path  of  eternal  life  itself)  lies  in  the  lowness, 
in  the  humility,  even  in  that  nothingness  which  bows  be- 
fore the  least  light  Of  the  day,  and  with  gladness  of  heart 
enters  into,  and  walks  in  it.  For  this  I  certainly  know ; 
the  wise,  the  ol).serving  eye,  the  vast  comprehending  heart, 
which  waits  for  such  an  extraordinary  power,  judging  it  can- 
not begin  following  the  light,  which  daily  appears  to  check 
and  reprove,  without  some  great  manifest  appearance  "of 
power;  this  cannot  see  the  low  little  path  of  life,  which  is 
proper  for  it  to  walk  in,  and  to  the  end  whereof  it  must 
travel,  if  ever  it  come  to  sit  down  in  the  kingdom,  or  to  in- 
herit the  power  of  the  endless  life.  Precious  is  the  dispen- 
sation of  this  age,  great  is  the  power  and  glory  which  is 
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arising;  but  the  wise  and  knowing  of  this  age  are  shnt  oat 
of  it,  as  they  have  been  out  of  the  life  and  truth  of  the  dis- 
pensations of  God  in  all  ages.  Happy  is  he  who  is  not 
above  that,  wherewith  God  visiteth  his  soul  to  redeem  it. 


POSTSCRIPT. 


That  persons,  who  have  not  travelled  into  the  land  of 
life,  want  power,  that  is  out  of  doubt.  The  state  of  Israel 
in  its  travels  is  a  state  of  weaknesses  and  wants.  How  can 
they  in  the  wilderness  hut  want  that  which  is  to  be  pos- 
.Messed  in  the  Holy  Land?  But  dost  thou  want  power  to 
begin  the  travel  with  ?  Dost  thon  want  what  proportion  of 
power  the  Lord  sees  necessary  for  thee  in  thy  present  estate? 
Is  there  nothing  at  all  discovered  to  thee  which  is  contran- 
to  God,  either  in  thy  heart  or  in  thy  conversation  or  in  thy 
worship,  which  thou  dost  not  so  much  as  strive  to  give  np 
to  the  Lonl  in,  waiting  upon  hiin  for  his  power  and  strength 
to  appear  in  helping  thee?  Tlie  light  appears  to  discover 
iind  lead  out  of  the  darkness:  now  in  giving  up  to  the  light, 
and  not  doubting  but  that  which  calls  and  draws  out  will 
give  strength,  and  enable  to  come  out,  the  power  is  met 
with  unawares.  But  that  which  stands  gazing  and  looking 
out  after  a  power,  which  it  expects  to  meet  with,  l>efore  it 
will  so  much  as  begin  to  follow  the  light;  that  cannot  but 
abide  in  the  captivity,  and  miss  of  that  power  which  it- 
deemeth  from  it.     Therefore, 

1.  Wait  to  feel  the  light  of  life  discovering  and  drawing 
tVom  the  evil ;  and  let  it  choose  what  it  shall  please  first  to 
discover  and  draw  from.  And  though  it  be  little,  and  very 
inconsiderable  in  thine  eyes,  yet  dispute  not,  but  where  the 
light  first  beghis  to  lead,  do  thou  there  begin  to  follow. 

Then  in  this  waiting  and  subjecting  to  the  manifestations 
of  the  light,  out  of  the  self-will,  self-wisdom,  self-knowledge, 
self-judgment,  in  the  lowliness  and  abasedness  of  the  mind 
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and  spirit  before  tke  Lord,  the  begettings  of  life  in  the  light 
are  felt,  and  the  renewing  into  his  pure  image. 

Afterwards  that  which  is  begotten  (and  begun  to  be  re- 
newed in  the  divine  image)  is  by  degrees  taught  more  dis- 
tinctly to  know,  discern,  and  walk  in  the  path  of  life. 

And  after  this,  to  that  which  is  thus  begotten,  and  taught 
the  living  faith  and  obedience  (which  is  wrought  by  the 
mighty  power  of  God,  though  running  in  a  low,  secret^  hid- 
den way,  from  the  eye  of  the  creature),  the  great  power  is 
revealed,  and  he  grows  strong  in  the  power  far  Grody  and 
against  the  enemies  of  his  soul;  and  by  this  strength  and 
feeling  of  God's  presence,  they  fall  daily  and  continually  before 
Aiw,  and  then  his  victory  over  them  goes  on  with  joy. 

But  he  that  stops  at  first  may  grow  wise  and  conceited, 
concerning  the  things  of  the  kingdom  after  the  flesh,  ftnd 
may  hope  for  great  things  at  last;  but  by  the  deceit  of  the 
subtlety,  is  kept  out  of  the  living  path,  wherein  they  are  to 
be  waited  for,  reaped,  and  enjoyed. 

Now  for  the  encouragement  of  such  as  are  willing  to 
travel  on  in  the  weakness,  yielding  up  their  members  to  the 
present  manifestation  of  the  light,  and  waiting  for  the  fur- 
ther appearance  of  the  power;  it  is  on  mjl heart  to  add  a 
letter  of  a  dear  friend  and  brother  of  mine  in  the  truth, 
who  hath  been  a  deep  traveller  and  fellow-sufterer  with  me 
formerly,  before  this  help  came  forth  from  the  throne,  of 
God,  since  the  day-spring  from  on  high  hath  vouchsafed  to 
visit  us,  and  to  guide  our  feet  in  the  way  of  everlasting 
peace. 

The  Lettfk  is  as  followeth: — 
Dear  Friend, 

"  My  dear  and  tender  love  salutes  thee,  in  that  love  from 
whence  I  had  my  being,  and  from  whence  sprang  all  my 
Father's  children,  who  are  born  from  above,  heirs  of  aa 
everlasting  inheritance.  Oh !  how  sweet  and  pleasant  are 
the  pastures  which  my  Father  causeth  all  his  sheep  to 
feed  in ;  there  is  variety  of  plenty  in^his  pastures,  milk  for 
babes,  and  strong  meat  for  them  of  riper  age,  and  wine  to 
refresh  those  that  are  ready  to  faint,  even  the  wine  of  the 
Vol.  II.—  28 
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kingdom,  that  makes  glad  the  hearty  when  ft  is  ready  to 
.  f;^iut  by  reason  of  the  infirniitiea.  Sure  I  am,  none  can  be 
BO  weary,  but  he  takes  care  of  them ;  nor  none  so  nigh  faint- 
ing, but  he  puts  his  arm  under  their  heads;  nor  none  can 
be  so  beset  with  enemies  on  every  side,  but  he  will  arise 
and  scatter;  nor  none  so  heavy  laden  and  big  with  young, 
but  he  takes  notice  of  them,  and  gently  leads  them,  and 
will  not  leave  them  behind  unto  the  merciless  wolf,  because 
they  are  his  own,  and  his  life  is  the  price  of  their  redemp- 
tion, and  his  blood  of  tlieir  ransom ;  and  if  they  be  so  young 
that  they  caimot  go,  he  carries  them  in  his  arms;  and  when 
they  can  feel  nothing  stirring  after  him,  his  bowels  yearn 
after  tliem;  so  tender  is  this  good  Shepherd  after  his  flock. 
I  can  tell,  for  I  was  as  one  that  went  astray,  and  wandared 
upon  the  barren  mountains;  and  when  I  had  wearied  myself 
with  wandering,  I  went  into  the  wilderness,  and  there  I 
M'as  torn  as  with  briars,  and  pricked  as  with  thorns,  some- 
times thinking  this  was  the  way,  and  sometimes  concluding 
that  was  the  way,  and  by  and  by  concluding  all  was  out  of 
the  way;  and  then  bitter  oiourning  came  upon  me,  and 
weeping  for  want  of  the  interpreter;  for  when  I  sought  to 
know  what  wa#the  matter,  and  where  I  was,  it  was  too  hard 
for  me.  Then  I  thought  I  would  venture  on  some  way 
where  it  was  most  likely  to  find  a  lost  God,  and  I  would 
pi:ay  with  them  that  prayed,  and  fast  with  them  that  fasted, 
and  mourn  with  them  that  mourned,  if  by  any  means  I 
might  come  to  rest,  but  found  it  not,  until  I  came  to  see  the 
candle  lighted  in  my  own  house,  and  my  heart  swept  from 
those  thoughts,  and  imaginations,  and  willings,  and  run- 
nings, and  to  die  unto  them  all,  not  heeding  of  them,  but 
watching  against  them,  lest  I  should  let  my  mind  go  a  whor- 
ing after  them.  And  here  I  dwelt  for  a  time  as  in  a  deso- 
late land  uninhabited,  where  I  sat  alone  as  a  aparrow  upon 
the  house-top,  and  was  hunted  up  and  down  like  a  part- 
ridge upon  the  mountains,  and  could  rest  nowhere,  but 
some  lust  or  thought  or  other  followed  me  at  the  heels,  and 
disquieted  me  night  and  day,  until  I  came  to  know  him  in 
whom  was  rest,  and  no  occasion  of  stumbling,  in  wham  th« 
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devil  hath  no  part;  and  he  became  unto  me  as  a  hiding** 
place  from  the  atorms,  and  from  the  tempesta.  Then  camo 
my  eyea  to  see  my  Savionr,  and  my  sorrow  fled  away,  and  he 
became  made  tinto  me  all  in  all^  my  wisdom,  my  righteous* 
ness,  and  my  sanctification ;  in  whom  I  was  and  am  com- 
plete, to  the  praise  of  the  riches  of  his  grace  and  goodness 
that  endures  for  ever.  Therefore  bo  not  discouraged,  O 
thou  tossed  as  with  tempests !  nor  dismayed  in  thyself;  be- 
cause thou  seest  such  mighty  hosts  of  enemies  rising  up 
against  thee,  and  besetting  thee  on  every  side:  for  none 
was  so  beset  and  tried,  and  tempted,  as  the  true  Seed  wi^, 
who  was  a  man  of  sorrows,  and  acquainted  with  gfiet  But 
be  thou  still  in  thy  mind,  and  let  the  billows  pass  over,  and 
wave  upon  wave;  and  fret  not  thyself  because  of  them, 
neither  be  cast  down,  as  if  it  should  never  be  otherwise 
with  thee:  sorrow  comes  at  night,  but  joy  in  the  morning; 
and  the  dayi*  of  thy  mourning  shall  bo  over,  and  the  accuser 
will  God  cast  out  for  ever.  For  therefore  was  1  afflicted, 
and  not  comforted,  and  tempted,  and  tried,  for  this  end, 
that  I  might  know  how  to  speak  a  word  in  due  season,  un- 
to those  who  are  tempted  and  afflicted  as  I  once  was;  as  it 
was  said  unto  me  in  that  day  when  sorrow  lay  heavy  upon 
me.  Therefore  be  not  diaconsolated,  neither  give  heed  un- 
to the  reasonings  and  disputings  of  thy  own  heart;  nor  the 
fears  that  rise  therefrom,  but  be  strong  in  the  faith,  believ- 
ing in  the  light  which  lets  thee  see  them,  and  his  grace 
thou  wilt  know  to  be  sufficient  for  thee,  and  Iiis  strength  to 
be  made  perfect  in  thy  weakness.  And  so  thou  i-ather  wilt 
glory  in  thy  infirmities,  that  his  power  may  rest  upon  thee, 
than  in  thy  earnest  desires  to  be  rid  of  them;  fer  by  these 
things  thou  wilt  come  to  live  in  the  life  of  God,  and  joy  in 
God,  and  glory  in  tribulation,  when  thou  hast  learned  in 
all  conditions  to  be  contented;  and  through  trials,  and  deep 
exercises,  h  the  way  to  learn  this  lesson.  Those  things  in 
dear  love  to  thee  I  have  written,  being  somewhat  seneii^le  of 
thy  oondition,  and  the  many  snares  thou  art  daily  liabte  im- . 
to;  therefore  wat«h  that  thou  fall  nT>t  into4emp1»tion,  and 
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ray  God  and  Father  keep  thee  in  the  arms  of  eternal  love, 
over  all,  unto  the  end,  unto  his  praise;  Amen. 

John  Crooke/' 


SOME    QUERIES 

TO  THB 

Strict  and  xealouB  professors  of  this  age  (such  as  stick  m 
the  letter,  but  are  strangers  to  the  life  and  power), 

to  provoke  them  to  jealousy, 

Leet  the  heathen  and  open  sinners  outstrip  them, 

and  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  the  pure, 

everlasting  light  before  them. 


Query  L  Wubthrr  God,  since  the  fall  of  man  from  the 
purity  and  glory  of  his  state,  doth  truly  and  really  desire 
the  salvaltOD  of  all  mankind;  and  so  would  have  them 
come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth,  that  they  might  be- 
lieve it,  reeeive  it,  walk  in  it,  and  so  obtain  salvation  there- 
by ?  Or  whether  he  would  have  only  some  few  of  them  to 
receive  it,  and  be  saved,  and  the  rest  to  perish? 

Query  11.  If  God  would  have  all  men  to  be  saved,  and 
come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth,  which  is  the  means  of 
salvation,  then  whether  there  is  sufficient  done  by  God  to 
convey  the  knowledge  of  his  truth  to  all  men,  so  ae  thev 
may  come  to  the  knowledge  thereof  and  be  saved?  Or 
whether  there  is  such  a  defect  on  God's  part,  that  some 
men  never  had  sufficient  means  to  come  so  &r  to  the  knowl- 
edge of  his  truth,  as  that  they  might  come  into  that  way  of 
salvation  thereby? 

Queiy  m.  Though  God  doth  please  to  add  supcrabun- 
daat  meuMH  ia  tht  riches  of  his  grace,  towards  some,  more 
tkstt  otlMvs;  m  is  the  Jews  und^  the  law,  and  to  the  disci- 
ples of  Cfbrist  under  the  gospel ;  yet  whether  there  is  not  so 
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mach  light  6f  the  Spirit  coinmooicated  to  all,  as,  if  followed, 
might  lead  them  out  of  the  darkneao,  and  from  under  the 
power  of  it? 

Query  TV.  Whether  God  be  not  so  near  to  every  man, 
88  that  possibly  he  may  seek  after  him,  and  find  him  ?  And 
if  he  do  find  him,  and  Ms  heart  cleave  to  him,  whether 
it  can  possbily  be  but  virtue  should  issue  forth  from  God,  to 
draw  him  out  of  the  alienation  from  him,  and  out  of  the 
power  of  sin,  death,  and  hell? 

Query  V.  AVhether,  if  a  man  feel  God,  and  cleave  to  God, 
and  begin  to  discern  the  streamings  of  light  from  him,  and 
follow  the  Lord  therein,  whether  God  wijl  not  accept  this 
man  therein?  And  whether  his  divine  light  let  into  him 
(being  believed  in  and  obeyed)  will  not  purify  him  from 
darkness,  unbelief,  and  disobedience?  And  whether  God 
will  not  impute  to  this  man  what  Christ  performed  on  man's 
behalf  in  the  flesh,  he  being  in  unity  with,  and  in  subjection 
to,  the  light  and  power  whereby  it  was  wrought  (wherein  is 
the  fellowship  with  the  blood,  and  wherein  alone  it  wash- 
cth  from  the  sin),  though  as  to  the  outward  knowledge  of 
what  was  outwardly  done,  the  man  may  possibly  be  igno- 
raut?  And  seeing  it  is  not  absolutely  necessary  towards 
the  involving  in  the  guilt  of  Adam's  sin,  the  outward  know- 
ing what  Adam  did;  but  the  proceeding  from,  and  being 
found  in,  the  same  spirit  and  natm^e,  doth  sufiiciently  con- 
vey it;  so  whether  heing  gfithered  into,  and  found  in, 
Christ's  spirit,  even  in  faith,  o))edience,  and  subjection  to 
the  light  thereof  in  the  heart,  whether  this  is  not  also  suf- 
ficient to  convey  the  righteousness  of  Christ?  And  whether 
God  will  fail  to  impute  it  to  that  man  ? 

Query  YI.  Whether  true  religion,  spiritual  worship,  and 
the  salvation  of  the  soul,  do  not  depend  upon  the  Spirit  of 
•  the  Lord,  who  is  near  to  every  heart  with  his  eternal  light, 
which  be  can  easily  coBvey  to  any  heart,  whose  ear  is 
opened  to  hearken  to  his  breathings  and  drawings?  So 
Ihat  it  is  easy  to  the  Lord  to  save  any  of  the  sons  of  men, 
even  in  the  darkest  and  remotest  comers  of  the  earth;  and 
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he  can  cast  off  tlK>M  wko  seem  higheet  in  seal,  and  moal 
floarishing  under  any  outward  meane  of  salvation. 

Oh,  wonderfully  infinite  is  the  Lord !  Who  shall  bound 
his  Spirit?  Happy  is  he  that  feareth  before  him,  and  in  his 
fear  learneth  to  depart  from  iniquity,  and  walk  in  the  good 
path  that  his  Spirit  teacheth.  He  is  near  to  Gt>d,  and  shall 
taste  of  the  good  things,  and  shall  not  be  rejected  for  want 
of  outward  knowledge;  but  whatever  waa  done  for  lost 
man,  he  that  is  found  in  the  light  of  life  (and  in  the  obedi- 
(iiice  to  the  Spirit  of  life)  shall  reap  the  benefit  of;  but  he 
that  boasts  in  his  knowledge  of  these  things,  and  of  his 
tliith  in  Christ  Jeaus,  yet  not  being  found  in  the  true,  liv- 
in£^,  eternal  light  of  the  Spirit  (but  an  enemy  to  it,  and  ig- 
norunt  of  it),  the  Lord  will  rend  his  confidence  from  him, 
in  a  day  tliat  he  is  not  aware  of. 

(rlorious  was  tlie  dispensation  of  the  law,  and  great  was 
tlie  advantage  to  tlic  Jews  thereby  above  the  Gentiles;  yet 
{hoy  missinj^  the  Spirit  and  life  of  it  (and  growing  wise  in 
their  own  apprehensions,  and  interpretations  about  it),  fell 
henoath  the  (Jentilcs,  becoming  greater  strangers  to  the 
power  and  wisdom  of  God,  and  harder  to  be  reached  and 
brought  in  under  the  subjection  of  the  gospel.  More  glori* 
f)iis  was  the  dij»pensation  of  the  gospel  to  the  Christians, 
and  much  greater  was  their  advantage  than  that  of  the 
Jews;  but  an  apostasy  coming,  and  they  losing  the  true 
power  nnd  Spirit,  and  growing  wise  by  a  literal  knowledge 
oi\souio  of  the  things  of  Odd  in  the  earthly  part,  and  form- 
ing interjjretatlcnis  of  scriptures,  and  entering  into  practice* 
in  that  wisdom,  thoy  are  now  become  at  an  great  a  distance 
tVom  this  p(»werful  vi!»itation  of  (iod  by  his  vSpirit  (which 
raiseth  the  seed,  and  sjiringeth  up  freshly  in  the  hearts  of 
those,  whom  the  Lord  our  God  doth  call  out  of  their  fenced 
cities,  and  allure  into  the  wilderness)  as  the  Jews  were  at- 
from  that  api>earance  before  the  apostasy;  and  in  as  great 
danger  are  the  children  of  the  kingdom  to  be  cast  out  now 
as  then.  Oh  that  my  God  would  please  to  open  the  ear  of 
some  tender  and  upright-hearted  among  them  to  hear  thi» 
teatimony,  that  they  might  no  longer  stumWe  at  that,  which 
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ftloue  is  able  to  load  them  to  God,  and  to  make  Aem  happ^ 
in  God. 

Is  there  any  uniting  with  God,  or  enjoying  of  God,  but 
by  his  Spirit?  Is  there  any  receiving  of  God's  Spirit  but 
within  the  heart?  Doth  he  not  appear  there  by  his  liglit, 
and  in  his  power?  What  if  God  please  to  give  forth  a  meas^ 
ure  of  his  eternal  jight  in  the  heart  of  his  chosen,  to  open  that 
to  them  which  they  could  never  see  before,  and  to  brmg 
them  into  a  nearer  unity  with  him  than  ever  they  knew  be- 
lore,  may  he  not  do  it?  Nay,  is  not  such  a  thing  needful 
to  help  out  of  the  deep  and  intricate  apostasy,  wherein  have 
been  so  many  twistingn  and  twinings  of  the  subtle  serpent 
about  every  step  or  appearance  of  reformation,  and  to 
t^atlier  the  wandering  sheep,  who  were  scattered  up  and 
down,  and  sorely  distrenscd  for  want  of  the  tongue  of  the 
learned  to  speak  a  word  in  season  to  their  estates  and  con- 
liitions?  Have  not  every  sort  bent  the  Scriptures  in  the 
roasoningfl  of  their  own  minds,  and  made  them  speak  ac- 
cording to  their  own  hearths  lusts?  And  is  not  every  one 
wine  in  his  own  eyes,  and  strong  in  his  own  tower  and 
fenced  city?  Surely  tliore  was  groat  need  of  an  appearance 
of  the  Lord  to  shut  out  the  wisdom  of  man,  and  to  help  the 
poor,  the  needy,  tho  fatherless,  the  weak  panting  babes. 
And  blessed  be  tlie  Lord  God,  who  hath  appeared;  and 
liicHsod  iire  those  who  have  seen  his  light,  and  bowed  at  the 
feet  of  his  living  appearance,  and  felt  the  virtue  of  his  sav- 
ing arm,  scattering  their  lusts  and  corruptions;  yea,  also 
rai.sing  up  and  bringing  forth  his  pure  seed  in  the  fresh 
power,  dominion,  and  authority  of  his  perfect  life,  which 
reigneth  in  the  heart*^  wlii(;h  the  Lord  hath  regenerated  and 
j^anctified  for  evermore. 

O  my  friends,  my  friends!  that  that  eye  might  be  onc« 
blinded  in  you  which  hinders  the  sight  of  God;  and  the  ey« 
opened  which  beholds  his  glory,  and  also  taketh  pleasure  in 
his  lowest  appearance.  The  babe  alone  hath  the  mysteries 
of  the  kingdom  revealed  to  him,  (the  wise  and  prudent  are 
excluded;  the  birth  after  the  flesh,  in  every  one,  must  be 
famished  and  destroyed)  and  ho  alone  can  see  in  the  eternal 
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light  thU  dispeuMtton  of  the  everlasting  gospel  after  the 
i^oatasy,  which  the  Lord  hideth  from  those  who  are  wise 
in  the  letter  of  the  former  dispensation  of  the  same  gospel^ 
but  cannot  read  it  as  it  was  given  forth  in  the  Spirit  then, 
nor  as  it  is  now  again  held  forth  in  the  same  Spirit  and 
power.  O  my  friends !  this  is  the  truth  to  you  (wait  on  the 
Lord,  that  ye  may  understand  it  from  him):  Your  right 
eyfi  must  be  put  out,  (which  will  never  cease  offending  yoa, 
auu  causing  you  to  stumble,  so  long  as  it  is  able  to  see) 
and  all  your  knowledge  which  ye  hold  out  of  the  life  be- 
come as  dross  and  dung  to  you,  if  ever  ye  tasto  and  come 
to  enjoy  the  excellency  and  glory  of  this  appearance  of  God 
in  his  eternal  Spirit,  who  hath  descended  from  on  high  into 
the  hearts  of  his  chosen,  to  prepare  them. for  his  spiritual 
temple,  that  he  may  dwell  in  them,  and  they  in  him.  And 
he  will  dwell  in  them,  and  they  shall  dwell  in  him,  to  the 
full  delight  and  satiafaction  of  their  hearts,  and  to  the  con- 
fusion of  all  those  who  remain  despising  and  reproaching 
this  his  glorious  appearance,  and  his  people  in  whom  he 
hath  appeared.  The  day  is  not  far  oflF,  wherein  this  will  be 
made  manifest;  wherein  groat  bitterness  and  anguish  of 
spirit  will  befall  those  who  can  only  see  the  glory  a&r  off; 
but  cannot  inherit  it,  being  found  in  that  nature  and  spirit 
which  is  separated  from  it,  and  eternally  shut  out  of  it. 

Isaac  Pbninoton. 
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SO  M  E 


OBSERVATIONS 


UPON    THAT 


Portion  of  Scripture,  Romans  xiv.  20.  for  the  nervice  of  euoh 

in  thiB  present  age,  whose  eyes  and  hearts  the  Lord 

f^hall  please  to  open,  to  see  and  consider  the 

weight  of  the  truth  thereof. 

With  some  few  weighty  words  of  advice  to  several  aorts  of 
people,  according  to  their  different  states. 

'•For  meat  destroy  not  the  work  of  God.*'  Rom.  xiv.  20. 


OBSERVATION    I. 

Ood  hath  a  work  in  some  mm*s  hearts. 

Thk  mighty  God,  who  made  heaven  and  earth,  and  whose 
eyes  run  to  and  fro  through  both,  he,  by  the  finger  of  his 
pure  power,  toucheth  some  of  the  the  hearts  of  the  children 
of  men,  and  in  the  pure  demonstration  of  his  living  Spirit  is 
found  working  tliere.  Religion,  true  religion,  is  not  a  mat- 
ter of  opinion  {as  men,  who  have  not  tasted  of  the  power, 
are  apt  to  imagine),  but  a  new  creation  and  w&rk  of  God  in  the 
heart  of  the  creature,  sowing  the  light  and  life  of  his  Spirit 
there,  and  by  it  working  man  out  of  the  darkness  and  death 
of  sin  (which  is  the  destniction  and  miiery  of  the  soul), 
iato  his  life  and  blessedness. 
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OBSERVATION    H. 

That  this  work  of  God  in  man  is  liable  to  be  deatroyed. 

God  could  80  have  made  man  as  that  he  could  not  have 
fellen.  He  could  bo  have  comprehended  man's  spirit  in  the 
pure  power  of  his  life,  as  that  man  could  not  have  broke  out 
of  it.  But  it  pleased  him  to  make  him  under  a  law,  where- 
in, waiting  upon,  and  watching  to,  the  power  of  life,  he 
might  be  preserved,  and  remain  happy;  but  departing  from 
it,  he  should  lose  his  state,  and  sink  into  misery.  God  could 
also  so  redeem  man,  as  that  no  power  should  stop  or  inter- 
rupt  his  work ;  but  it  pleaaetli  liim  also  to  hold  forth  a  law 
of  redemptimi^  according  to  wbicb,  his  work  of  redemption 
may  either  go  forward  or  backward.  As  man  is  drawn  by 
the  Spirit  of  God,  and  followeth  hi.s  leadings  out  of  the  cor- 
ruption, out  of  the  vanity,  out  of  the  earthly  nature,  out  of 
the  wisdom,  reasonings,  and  spirit  of  this  world,  so  the 
work  gooth  forward.  As  man  is  tempted,  hearkeneth  unto, 
and  is  drawn  back  by  any  of  these,  from  the  leadings  of 
God's  Spirit,  so  the  work  goeth  backward,  and  degrees  of 
destruction  overtake  and  come  upon  the  work  of  God  in 
that  heart. 


OBSERVATION   HI. 

A  little  thing  will  destroy  the  work  of  God  in  the  heart. 

A  matter  of  meat,  eating  but  a  little  meat  doubtingly,  out 
of  the  faith  (wherein  is  the  preservation  from  the  destruc- 
tion), this'leadrt  into  the  sin,  where  death  and  destructioii 
is  still  met  with.  For  \i\  the  path  of  life,  in  the  faith,  in  the 
obedience  to  Goil's  Spirit,  there  nlono  is  the  preservation  of 
the  work  of  God;  hut  in  the  unbelief^  in  the  disobedience, 
in  the  doubting  (though  about  ever  so  small  a  matter),  there 
is  d^ath  and  destruetton  met  with,  if  the  person  venture  ujv 
on  that  which  he  doubteth  of.    Those  who  have  travelled 
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iu  the  path  of  life,  I  know  can  witness  thia.  Oh,  bow  email 
a  thing  brings  a  veil  over  the  life!  What  a  little  giving 
way  to  the  reasonings  of  the  earthly  spirit  about  a  small 
matter  drives  back  the  work  of  God  in  the  heart,  and 
brings  anguish  and  misery  upon  the  sOul,  causing  the  hid- 
ing tlie  light  of  God's  countenance,  which  is  the  life  and  joy 
of  the  renewed  spirit !  God  is  a  great  king,  and  all  his 
leadings  and  teachings  arc  weighty ;  and  he  that  rebelleth, 
or  neglecteth  in  the  least  thing,  must  bear  his  burden,  un- 
less he  feel  the  humiliation  of  his  soul,  and  the  remission 
from  the  spirit  of  the  Lord,  the  grace  of  God  pitying  him, 
and  the  blood  of  his  Son  washing  him. 

OBSERVATION    IV. 

No  man  shovid  do  (hat  which  tendeth  to  destroy  the  work  of 
God  in  himself,  or  the  roork  of  God  in  another. 

There  is  no  such  thing  allowable  by  God  for  any  man  to 
do  (whether  in  public  government,  or  in  any  kind  of  com- 
merce or  conversation  amongst  men,  or  in  one's  private 
course  of  walking)  which  tendeth  to  destroy  the  work  of 
God.  The  intent  of  government,  either  in  church  or  state, 
was  never  to  destroy  the  work  of  God  in  any  man.  Gov- 
ernment is  of  God,  both  in  church  and  state.  But  that  way 
of  government  which  destroyeth  his  work  in  any,  is  not  of 
him;  but  contrary  to  him,  and  against  him.  Oh  that  men 
could  consider,  and  had  the  balance  of  truth  to  weigh 
things  in,  that  they  might  bow  before  the  God  of  truth,  and 
not  strive  with  their  Maker  about  his  work  in  the  world ! 

My  soul  hath  mourned,  I  may  say,  almost  from  Tny  cra- 
dle, about  the  estate  of  this  creation.  To  behold  man  fallen 
from  his  glory,  departed  from  hid  God,  living  without  the 
sense  of  him,  and  sowing  the  seeds  of  eternal  misery  for  his 
poor  soul  (which  he  must  as  certainly  reap  as  he  hath  sown, 
unless  he  travel  the  path  of  redemption  in  the  powerful 
leadings  and  guidance  of  God's  Holy  Spirit);  this  hath  so 
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brokeu  my  heart  (together  with  the  close  exercises  whieh 
have  continually  attended  this  poor  wearied  spirit),  that  I 
have  often  wondered  how  the  natural  life  could  be  con- 
tained in  the  natural  vesBel. 

I  am  a  lover  of  mankind  in  general,  and  have  been  a 
deep  sufferer  with,  and  traveller  for,  all  the  miserable. 
None  knows  the  path  of  my  sorrows!,  or  the  extent  of  my 
bowels,  but  he  that  made  me.  It  is  not  natural  or  kindly 
t(»  me  to  upbmid  any  man  with  any  kind  of  wickedness,  or 
evt»r  so  justly  deserved  misery;  but  my  bowels  work  con- 
iorning  him  towards  the  spring  of  etenial  power  and  com- 
[Missions,  even  as  I  would  be  pitied  and  represented  to  the 
H'allior  of  mercies  in  the  like  condition.  Indeed  I  have 
h{.Hin  emptied  from  vessel  to  vessel,  and  tossed  with  multi- 
ludtjs  of  storms  and  tempests;  yet  the  savor  of  my  life  re- 
rnainetli  with  me  to  this  day,  and  the  Spii'it  of  my  God 
hnMtlieth  on  my  heart;  blessed  bo  his  holy  name  for  ever! 
And  though  I  walk  with  one  sort  of  people,  because  my 
hoai-t  saith  (jea,  the  Spirit  of  the  eternal  God  hath  wit- 
nessed unto  me,  and  shown  me  in  that  light  which  cannot 
/itfceive,  and  to  that  eye  which  cannot  be  deceived)  that 
they  are  the  people  whom  he  hath  chosen  out  of  all  the 
gatherings  (throughout  the  earth)  from  the  apostasy,  to 
manifest  his  power  in,  and  his  presence  among;  I  say, 
tliough  I  have  been  guided  and  led  by  the  Spirit  of  the 
\iim\  to  walk  among  these;  yet  am  I  not  bounded  there, 
« ither  in  tlie  love,  or  in  the  unity  of  my  heart,  but  I  have 
unity  with  the  integrity  and  zeal  for  God  which  is  in  oth- 
ers, of  what  sort  or  gathering  soever;  and  1  have  tender 
hovvrls  for  all,  even  for  those  which  hate  and  persecute 
that  which  is  my  life,  and  hath  the  love  of  my  heart  for  ever. 

Oh!  how  have  I  prayed  for  the  lost  world!  For  all  the 
siMils  of  mankind  how  hath  my  soul  bowed  in  unutterable 
brcathiiigs  of  s[)irit  before  my  God,  and  could  not  be  si- 
jmciid  until  he  quieted  my  spirit  in  righteousness  and  ex- 
inllency  of  his  will,  and  bid  me  leave  it  to  hint.  And  ai 
r»»uching  this  nation,  and  the  sevcml  sorts  in  it,  even  those 
wlio  seem  most  cast  off,  and  without  all  sense;  yet  the  pre- 
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dousneifl  oi  thmr  0Ottl»  haire  I  spread  befere  tiie  Lord  my 
6od  with  tMrs. 

And  now  I  have  somewbat  to  say,  in  the  lov^  of  my  heart, 
and  in  the  ahiniugs  of  the  light  of  my  Ood,  to  sevmul  eorts 
of  people,  which  neariy  eonceroB  them;  as  those  whose 
hearts  are  weighty  and  serious  (and  who  are  not  drank  up  in 
the  earthliness  of  the  sensual  nature,  or  misbiased  by  pre-as- 
sumed  principles  from  the  wrong  ground)  may  easily  perceive. 

First. 

To  such  as  never  knew  what  belonged  to  tenderness  of 
conscience  towards  God,  but  have  spent  all  their  days 
either  in  licentiousness  of  spirit,  or  in  a  dead  formality ; 
to  such  ray  soul  saith : 
Oh  Frienda!  wait  to  feel  the  power  of  God  upon  your 
hearts  (which  is  present  with  that  which  sometimes  lets  you 
see  the  evils  thereof);  that  they  may  be  melted  and  made 
tender  by  him,  fit  to  receive  the  impressions  of  his  life. 
Why  should  ye  go  down  to  the  pit  in  a  dream,  and  centre 
in  the  land  of  misery  ?  Ye  have  immortal  souls  in  these 
earthen  vessels,  which  must  either  be  redeemed  to  God  by 
the  power  of  his  life,  or  be  shut  up  from  his  glorious  pres- 
ence in  the  chambers  of  .death.  It  is  a  dreadful  thing  to 
appear  before  God  after  death,  and  receive  the  sentence  of 
condemnation  for  the  things  done  in  the  body.  Oh  that 
the  eye  of  your  souls  were  awakened,  that  ye  might  see  the 
hazard  and  danger  ye  are  incurring  daily;  and  might  know 
the  hope  of  escape  set  before  mankind,  by  the  appearance 
of  the  grace  in  you,  and  learn  of  the  living  God  to  fly  there- 
to for  succor,  that  ye  might  be  sheltered  in  the  evil  hour, 
which  hasteneth  apace  upon  all  flesh ! 

Secondly. 

To  such  as  formerly  have  been  tender  and  sensible,  but 
are.  now  grown  hard  and  deaf  to  the  voice  of  God's 
Spirit  in  their  hearts  and  consciences;  this  is  the  lan- 
guage of  my  soul  in  the  love  and  life  of  my  God: 
Vol.  IL—  29 
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Oh  thftt  ye  oottid  wait  to  feel  tlie  hammer  and  stroke  of 
God  upon  that  which  is  hard,  that  it  might  be  broken  by 
him;  and  that  that  which  ia  high,  and  Ufted  up  above  his 
pare  fear  (where  the  law  of  his  life  is  learned,  and  the  sonh 
of  his  saints  preserved),  might  be  brought  down  and  abased 
before  him!  Groat  is  your  danger;  exceeding  difficult  is 
your  recovery.  Yet  there  is  strength  in  the  arm  of  the 
Lord  God  to  strike  through  your  deadness,  and  to  quicken 
the  imiiiortai  principle  of  his  life  in  you.  Why  should  ye, 
who  have  once  tasted  of  the  goodness  of  God,  become  more 
miserable  than  the  rest  of  the  sons  of  men?  Why  have 
you  departed  from  that  which  once  gave  you  a  true  taste 
of  life,  and  of  the  sweetness  of  redemption  by  it,  into  that 
spirit  which  18  sealed  up  in  the  death,  in  the  midst  of  its  great- 
est wifidoin,  and  sui'cst  footing?  Oh,  return,  return  to  that 
which  leadeth  to  the  living  God,  that  ye  may  travel  (in  the 
exercises  of  his  Spirit)  out  of  the  wisdom  and  spirit  of  this 
world,  unto  the  land  of  the  soul's  peace  and  rest! 

Thirdly. 

To  such  as  arc  still  tender,  and  dare  not  but  exercise  a  con- 
science toward.^  God,  even  in  these  searching  and  try-  * 
ing  times: 

Friends,  keep  your  standing  in  the  life  of  God.  What 
God  lijith  begotten  in  you,  let  it  depend  upon  him.  Let 
him  do  what  he  will  with  liis  own  in  you,  and  let  the  creat- 
ure be  subject  to  that  living  principle,  which  God  hath 
sown  and  raised  in  your  hearts;  sell  not  your  peace  with 
God  for  any  ease  or  advantage  in  this  world.  Let  the  ten- 
derness of  your  consciences,  which  is  of  value  with  God, 
be  precious  also  in  your  eyes.  The  times  and  seasons  are  in 
the  Father's  hand,  and  he  seeth  good  to  let  this  day  of  trial 
coine  upon  you.  Ilis  grace  is  able  to  carry  you  all  through. 
It  will  be  for  his  honor,  to  let  all  the  world  see  how  dear 
your  God  is  to  you,  and  how  able  ye  are  (in  the  meekness 
and  strength  of  the  Lamb's  Bpirit)  to  suffer  for  his  name's 
sake.    Thy  will,  0   God,  be  done.    The  cup  which  our 
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Father  gives  ub,  shall  we  not  drii>k  itt  The  Lord  preserve 
yon  in  uprightness  of  heart  towards  him,  in  meekness  of 
spirit  towards  those  that  afflict  you,  and  in  trae  love  and 
good-will  towards  all ;  that  his  light,  which  hath  gathered 
you,  may  shine  over  all  the  darkness  which  opposeth  it; 
and  his  life,  which  hath  quickened  and  preserved  you,  may 
be  famous  over  all  the  territories  and  dominions  of  death. 

Fourthly. 

To  such  as  are  hard-hearted,' and  of  a  persecuting  spirit 
towards  the  tender-conscienced: 

Oh  that  ye  knew  what  ye  did!  Ye  are  enemies  to  the 
most  precious  thing  to  be  found  among  tho  sons  of  men. 
Ye  strike  at  what  God  loves  and  cherishes,  and  takes  great 
pains  to  bring  the  creature  to.  Ye  strive  to  keep  that  down 
upon  which  the  happiness  of  mankind  depends;  yea,  ye  con- 
sult and  take  much  pains  to  remove  that  out  of  the  way, 
which  stands  between  you  and  the  judgments  of  God.  Oh 
that  your  eyes  were  opened !  for  surely  then  ye  could  not 
proceed  in  this  course. 

Well!  the  Lord  will  open  the  eyes  of  many;  and  mercy 
towards  mankind  is  issuing  from  his  throne;  and  he  will 
smite  that  through  and  through  which  maketh  the  earth 
miserable  and  desolate  of  his  life.  But  oh  that  man  could 
hear  in  the  day  of  his  prosperity,  that  adversity  might  not 
come  upon  him ! 

"Wait  to  read  these  things  in  the  life  from  which  they 
sprang:  and  then  tell  me  whether- there  is  not  a  cause  for 
what  I  M'rite. 

• 

POSTSCRIPT. 

There  hath  been  a  great  apostasy,  since  the  days  of  the 
apostlcrf,  from  the  living  power,  into  dead  forms  of  worship 
and  devotion,  where  likenesses  of  truth  have  been  set  up, 
instead  of  the  truth  itself  Now  the  Lord  is  gathering  his 
true  seed  (even  Israel,  his  beloved  offeprilig)  out  of  all  dead 
forms  of  all  kinds,  into  his  living  truth,  and  into  the  trQe, 
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flpiritoa)  worahip ;  and  who  is  be  that  shall  be  able  to  stop 
him  herein?  Let  him  consider  his  slrenfi^h,  who  girds  him- 
self to  the  battle  against  him :  for  not  by  might,  nor  by  th4 
power  of  man,  bat  by  the  Spirit  of  life  in  his  called,  faith- 
ful, chosen,  and  innocent  lambs,  will  the  Lord  of  glorj 
carry  on  hia  work  in  the  world. 
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THREE 

QUERIES 

PROPOUNDED    TO  THR 

KING   AND  PARLIAMENT, 

IM  THE  FEAR  OJP  THB  MoST  HlQH,  AND  IN  THE  TENDER  LOVE 
OF  MY  SOUL  TO  THEM. 


PREFACE. 


The  main  thing  conducible  towar4s  man's  safety  and  hap- 
piness, is  to  see  things  itright;  and  he  that  seeth  aright, 
must  see  with  a  right  eye.  There  is  an  eye  which  cannot  see 
the  things  of  God;  there  is  a  heart  also  which  is  insensible 
of  his  warnings,  and  so  runs  into  the  pit.  There  is  also  an 
eye,  to  which  Qod  giveth  the  true  sight,  which  foreseeth  the 
evil,  and  seeketh  a  hiding-place;  and  a  heart  which  feareth 
its  Maker,  and  waiteth  on  him  for  counsel,  distrusting  its 
own  nnderstanding,  which  it  feeleth  shallow  and  apt  to  err. 
Oh  that  man  might  feel  his  want  of  God,  and  receive  a 
principle  of  divine  life  from  him,  and  be  fixed  and  act 
therein!  If  I  should  pray  thus  particularly  for  every  one  of 
you,  would  ye  be  offended  with  me?  I  have  written  some- 
what here  in  the  kindlings  of  my  love,  and  in  the  light  of 
life  which  shineth  in  my  heart:  oh  that  the  Lord  would 
please  to  open  a  vein  of  the  same  life  in  you !  and  then 
would  ye  read  them  in  the  same,  and,  in  a  secret  sense  of 
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spirit,  fee]  what  they  are,  and  from  whence  they  come. 
I^ow  if  it  should  please  the  Lord  that  any  of  you  should 
feel  any  touches  of  heai%  and  secret  assent  of  soul  to  the 
truth  of  them,  oh !  take  heed  of  the  ilashly  wisdom  and 
reasonings  of  the  earthly  mind,  which  will  soon  rise  up  af- 
terwards, to  wear  out  the  sense  of  any  good  that  God  beget* 
in  the  heart. 


THIIEE   QUERIES   &a 

QUERY   I. 

Whethbb  ye  do  certainly  and  infallibly  know  what  was 
the  ground  or  cause  why  the  hand  of  the  Lord  was  so  heavy 
upon  this  nation,  and  why  he  overturned  the  goverumeut 
thereof,  aud  brought  the  honorable  into  contempt?^ 

Three  things  are  supposed  to  be  taken  for  granted  in  this 

QUBKY. 

First,  That  it  was  tlie  hand  of  the  Lord  that  did  this.  It 
is  he  that  hath  the  anguish  of  soul,  and  the  diseases  of  body, 
at  his  command ;  and  afBicteth  both  men's  bodies  and  souls 
at  his  pleasure.  And  he  also  afflicteth  nations,  with  the 
powers  and  authorities  thereof,  when  it  seemeth  good  unto 
him.  Now  this  is  the  thing  which  is  mainly  to  be  eyed  by 
particular  pcrBons,  and  also  by  nations,  in  whatever  befell- 
eth  thorn:  to  wit,  the  hand  of  the  Lord  in  things. 

Secondly,  That  there  was  a  ground  and  cause  for  which 
tho  Lord  did  it.  The  TiOrd  U  tendor-heartod,  and  lovetli 
his  creature,  dolis^hting  to  do  it  g(.»od,  and  doth  not  afflict  it 
out  of  any  pleasure  he  hath  therein,  hut  upon  a  kind  of  ne- 
t*f*38ity,  that  he  may  bring  down  evil  and  bring  up  good  in 
a  nation.  "He  doth  not  afflict  willingly,  lior  grieve  the 
(children  of  men."  It  is  no  pleasure  to  the  Lord  to  torment 
his  creatures;  but  to  destroy  the  seeds  of  corruption  and 
unrighteousness,  and  to  bring  up  the  good  seed  which  hff 
hath  sown  in  the  hearts  of  men,  this  is  a  pleasure  to  him. 
Now  as  your  afflictions  were  very  great,  aud  the  altemtions 
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In  this  nation  strmge;  so  thcve  ^mm  a^eondcfeifttiooi  iti  file 
Lord*8  ejo  to  ^oontorrflil  them,  or  ^hay  had  nev^er  b^en. 

Thirdly,  That  it  ia  requisite  and  necessary  for  yon,  oer* 
tainly  and  infidlibly  to  nnderatand  the  ground  why  the  Lord 
did  this;  what  his  meaning  was;  what  he  was  oflended  at, 
and  intended  to  bring  down ;  what  he  was  pleased  with, 
and  intended  to  give  scope  to  spring  up  and  grow  under  this 
confusion ;  which  could  noVunder  the  former  settlement. 

The  reason  why  this  is  necessary  for  yoU,  is  this:  because 
unless  ye  certainly  understand  this  thing,  ye  may  err  and 
mistake  in  your  present  course,  setting  up  the  same  things 
now,  which  the  heart  of  the  Lord  was  then  against^  and  en* 
deavoriug  to  suppress  the  same  thingSi  which  it  is  the  will 
of  the  Lord  should  grow  up,  and  so  may  provoke  the  same 
hand  against  you  again;  which  truly  I  think  is  not  good 
for  you  to  do,  nor  indeed  can  I  think  so  of  you,  as  that  ye 
willingly  would  do  it.  Therefore  pray  to  the  Lord  for  the 
upright  balance  to  weigh  a  thing  of  such  a  nature  in,  and 
of  so  deep  concernment  to  you;  for  if  ye  do  run  a' contrary 
courae  to  the  mind  of  the  Lord,  and  he  be  provoked  against 
you,  and  stretch  forth  his  mighty  arm  and  overthrow  you, 
it  will  then  be  too  late  for  you  to  consider  of  these  things. 


QUERY    n. 

Whether,  when  the  Lord  did  overturn  the  former  powers, 
with  the  glory  and  beauty  of  this  nation,  and  raise  up  other 
powers  out  of  the  dust  (as  I  may  say),  even  from  among 
them  of  low  degree;  if  they  had  then  answered  what  the 
Lord  expected  and  required  of  them  in  their  day,  whether 
they  should  have  been  continued  by  him  in  their  dominion 
«>r  no,  and  whether  ye  should  have  had  this  day  of  trial, 
which  it  hath  pleased  the  Lord  now  to  afford  you? 

The  day  of  power  and  government,  which  the  Lord  had 
•given  you  formerly,  was  manifestly  by  his  providence  corns 
to  an  end;  and  whether  ever  ye  should  have  a  day  morc^ 
was  very  doubtful.     All  your  councils  and  strength  availed 
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nothing,  Mve  only  to  make  the  work  more  difficalt,  if  not 
at  length  i^moefc  impoMible.  And  now  tiie  Lord  was  busy 
in  trying  aeveral  aorta  of  theae,  what  they  would  do  for  bi« 
name.  And  truly  this  I  msy  say  concerning  them  all 
(though  I  would  not  repixiach  any),  that  they  did  not  an- 
swer tlie  expectation  of  the  Lord.  But  this  I  leave  to  you 
to  consider,  Whether,  if  they  had  answered  the  expectation 
of  the  Lord,  and  done  what  his  soul  delighted  in,  and  what 
in  part  they  promised,  wliether  the  Lord  would  have  con- 
tinued them  in  authority  or  no.  I  propose  this,  that  ye  may 
take  notice  upon  what  ticklish  terms  ye  then  stood,  as  to 
your  future  hopes,  and  how  easily  your  authority  and  gi^eat* 
ness  might  have  been  for  ever  buried,  and  that  which  was 
lately  uppermost  have  continued  so,  if  it  had  seemed  good 
unto  the  Lord;  that  so  ye  may  be  sensible  of  what  the  Lord 
hath  done  in  relation  to  you,  and  pray  that  ye  may  walk 
worthy  of  it,  making  use  of  it  in  the  fear  of  his  name,  who 
hath  all  still  iu^hand,  and  can  still  do  what  he  pleaseth  in 
this  nation.  Indeed  he  can  yet  bring  down  whom  he  will, 
and  he  can  yet  set  up  wliom  he  will ;  and  what  he  will  do, 
ye  know  not;  but  in  the  four  of  his  dreadful  name,  and  in 
holding  your  standing  out  of  self-confidence  (because  of 
your  present  strength)  is  your  safety. 


QUERY    m. 

If  ye  do  not  certainly  know  what  was  the  cause  of  the 
Lord's  former  displeasure  against  you,  and  of  his  so  sore 
afflicting  you,  but  shall  err  in  judgment',  and  set  up  the 
same  things  again,  whicli  the  Lord  then  put  forth  his  hand 
to  throw  down,  and  also  endeavor  to  crush  and  suppress 
that  which  the  Lord  then  made  way  for  the  growth  of, 
whether  this  will  not  endanger  your  overthrow  from  the 
hand  of  the  Lord?  ^ 

Sure  I  am,  the  Lord  is  able  to  overturn  you  as  easily  as 
he  overturned  them  that  were  in  power  before  you.  Whai 
i'f  man  to  the  Lordi     What  is  his  flesh  to  the  Lants  Spiriit 
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What  great  tree  could  «itaiid  before  the  late  vehement  wind 
(where  the  Lord  gave  it  power);  which  was  terrible  and 
dreadfal,  tearing  up  by  the  very  roots?  which  might  \m  a 
figure  and  warning  where  the  Lord  gives  eyes  to  read. 
After  ye  have  done  all  ye  can,  even  made  laws  as  strong  as 
ye  can,  and  put  them  in  the  strictest  course  of  execution  ye 
can,  one  night  from  the  Lord  may  end  the  controversy,  and 
show  whether  we  please  the  Lord  in  obeying  him,  or  ye  in 
making  laws  against  us  for  our  fidelity  and  obedience  to 
him.  '  'C 

And  as  the  Lord  is  able  to  overti^^i  you,  so  if  ye  mistake 
your  work,  miainterpreting  the  passages  of  his  providence, 
and  erring  in  heart  concerning  the  ground  of  his  former 
displeasure;  and  so  (through  the  error  of  judgment)  set 
yourselves  in  opposition  against  him,  replanting  the  plants 
which  he  will  not  have  grow,  and  plucking  up  the  plants 
of  his  planting;  do  ye  not  in  this  case  provoke  the  Lord, 
even  to  put  forth  the  strength  which  is  in  him  against  you  ? 
We  are  poor  worms.  Alas,  if  ye  had  only  us  to  deal  with, 
we  should  be  nothing  in  your  hands!  But  if  his  strength 
stand  behind  us,  we  shall  prove  a  very  burdensome  stone, 
and  ye  will  hardly  be  able  to  remove  us  out  of  the  place 
wherein  God  hath  set  us,  and  where  he  pleaseth  to  have  us 
disposed  of.  And  happy  were  it  for  you,  if  instead  of  per- 
secuting us,  ye  yourselves  were  drawn  to  wait  for  the  same 
begettings  of  God  (which  we  have  felt)  out  of  the  earthly 
nature,  into  his  life  and  nature,  and  did  learn  of  him  to  gov- 
ern in  that;  then  might  ye  be  established  indeed,  and  be 
freed  from  the  danger  of  those  shakings  and  overtumingn 
which  God  is  hastening  upon  the  earth. 

Now  because  ye  may  be  apt  to  think,  that  I  write  these 
things  for  my  own  sake,  and  the  sakes  of  my  friends  and 
companions  in  the  truth  of  God,  that  we  might  escape  the 
Bufferings  and  severity  which  we  are  like  to  undergo  from 
you ;  and  not  so  mainly  and  cfaiefiy  for  your  sakes,  lest  ye 
should  faring  the  wrath  of  God  and  misery  upon  your  souls 
and  bodies;  to  prevent  this  mistake  in  you,  I  shall  add 
what  foUeweth«    Indeed  this  is  not  the  intent  of  my  heart; 
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fiMT  I  have  long  expected,  and  do  still  expect,  thig  cnp  of 
outward  affliction  and  persecution  from  you,  and  my  heart 
is  quieted  and  satisfied  therein,  knowing  that  the  Lord  will 
bring  glory  to  his  name,  and  good  to  us  out  of  it:  but  I  am 
sure  it  is  not  good  for  you  to  afflict  us  for  that  which  the 
Lord  requireth  of  us,  and  wherein  he  accepteth  us;  and  ye 
will  find  it  the  bitterest  work  ye  ever  went  about,  and  in 
the  end  will  wish  that  the  Lord  had  rather  never  given  you 
this  day  of  prosperity,  than  that  he  should  suffer  you  thus 
to  make  use  of  it.  fffpf  that  ye  may  the  more  clearly  see 
the  temper  of  my  spirit,  and  how  my  heart  stands  in  this 
thing,  I  shall  a  little  open  unto  you  my  &ith  and  hope 
about  it,  in  these  ensuing  particulars. 

^  First,  I  am  assured  in  my  heart  and  soul,  that  this  de- 
spised people  (called  Quakbrs)  is  of  the  Lord's  begetting  iu 
his  own  life  and  nature.  Indeed,  had  I  not  seen  the  power 
of  God  in  them,  and  received  from  the  Lord  an  unquestion- 
able testimony  concerning  them,  I  had  never  looked  to- 
wards them ;  for  they  were  otherwise  very  despisabie  in  ray 
eyes.  And  this  I  cannot  but  testify  conceming  them,  that 
I  have  found  the  life  of  God  in  my  owning  them  ;  and  that 
which  God  hath  begotten  in  my  heart  refreshed  by  the 
power  of  life  in  them ;  and  none  but  the  Lord  knows  the 
beauty  and  excellency  of  glory,  which  he  hath  hid  under  thi^ 
mean  appearance. 

Secondly,  The  Lord  hath  hitherto  preserved  them  against 
great  opposition,  and  is  still  able  to  preserve  them.  Every 
power  hitherto  hath  made  nothing  of  over-running  them; 
yet  they  have  hitherto  stood,  by  the  care  and  tender  mercy 
of  the  Lord ;  and  the  several  powers  which  have  }>er8ecntcd 
them,  have  fallen  one  after  another. 

Thirdly,  I  have  had  experience  myself  of  the  LordV 
goodness  and  preservation  of  me,  iu  my  sufieriug  with  them 
for  the  testimony  of  his  truth,  who  made  my  bonds  plea^ 
ant  to  me,  and  my  noisome  prison  (enough  to  have  de- 
stroyed my  weakly  and  temler-educated  nature)  a  f^aoe  of 
pleasure  and  delight,  where  I  was  comforted  by  my  Ood 
night  and  day,  and  filled  with  prayers  for  his  people;  as 
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also  with  love  to,  and  prayers  for,  those  who  had  been  the 
means  of  outwardly  affliettng  me  and  others  upon  the 
Lord's  account 

Fourthly,  I  have  no  doubt  in  my  heart  that  the  Lord  will  4 
deliver  us.  The  strength  of  man,  the  resolution  of  man,  is 
nothing  in  my  eye,  in  compare  with  the  Lord-.  Whom  the 
Lord  loveth  he  can  save  at  his  pleasure.  Hath  he  begun  to 
break  our  bonds  and  deliver  us,  and  shall  we  now  distrust 
him?  Are  we  in  a  worse  condition  tlian  Israel  was,  when 
the  sea  was  before  them,  the  mountains  on  each  side,  and ' 
the  Egyptians  behind  pursuing  them?  He  inde^  that 
looketh  with  man's  eye,  can  see  no  ground  of  hope,  nor 
hardly  a  possibility  of  deliverance;  but  (to  the  eye  of  taith) 
it  is  now  nearer  than  when  God  began  at  first  to  deliver. 

Fifthly,  It  is  the  delight  of  the  Lord,  and  his  glory,  to 
deliver  his  people,  when  to  the  eye  of  sense  it  seemeth  im- 
possible. Then  doth  the  Lord  delight  to  stretch  forth  his 
arm,  when  none  else  can  help;  and  then  doth  it  please  him 
to  deal  with  the  enemies  of  his  truth  and  people,  when  they 
are  lifted  up  above  the  fear  of  him,  and  are  ready  to  say  in 
their  hearts  concerning  them;  They  are  now  in  our  hands; 
who  can  deliver  them  f 

Well:  were  it  not  in  love  to  you,  and  in  pity  (in  relation 
to  what  will  certainly  befall  you,  if  you  go  on  in  this  course), 
I  could  say,  in  the  joy  of  my  heart,  and  in  the  sense  of  the 
good-will  of  my  God  to  us,  who  suffereth  these  things  to 
come  to  pass.  Go  on;  try  it  out  with  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord; 
come  forth  with  your  laws^  and  prisons^  and  spoiling  of  our 
goodsj  and  bamshmenty  and  death  (if  the  Lord  please),  and  see  ^ 
ye  can  carry  it,  For-we  come  not  forth  against  you  in  our 
own  wills,  or  in  any  enmity  against  your  persons  or  govern- 
ment, or  in  any  stubbornness  or  refi:actoriness  of  spirit; 
but  with  the  Lamb-like  nature  which  the  Lord  our  God 
hath  begotten  in  us,  which  is  taught  and  enabled  by  him 
both  to  do  his  will,  and  to  suffer  for  his  name's  sake.  And 
if  we  cannot  thus  overcome  you  (even  in  patience  of  spirit, 
and  in  love  to  you),  and  if  the  Lord  our  God  please  not  to 
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Bippear  for  os,  we  are  content  to  be  onrooitie  by  yon.    8o 
the  will  of  tiie  Lord  be  dene,  saith  my  soul. 


POSTSCRIPT. 

O  dear  friends,  hearken  to  the  voioe  of  the  lore  of  my 
heart)  which  speaketh  thus  unto  you!  Oh  wait,  wait  to  feel 
somewhat  of  God,  somewhat  of  his  divine  life  and  power 
stirring  in  your  hearts,  and  travel,  in  the  light  and  leadingi 
of  it,  out  of  the  earthly  nature,  leaving  the  corraption  of 
man  behind,  which  makes  you  miserable,  and  patting  on 
the  holiness  and  righteousness  of  the  nature  of  Ood  day  by 
day,  which  will  make  you  happy,  us  ye  are  made  partakers 
of  it !  Yea,  do  but  come  into  the  power  of  that  religion 
which  ye  yourselves  profess,  not  so  much  minding  the  out- 
ward form  (for  it  is  not  of  so  much  value),  and  ye  shall  fiod 
that  we  shall  agree  in  religion  sooner  than  ye  are  aware. 
N^ow  if  in  your  hearts  ye  shall  ask  me,  what  it  is  to  come 
into  the  power  of  that  religion  which  ye  yourselves  profess, 
I  shall  appeal  unto  your  own  souls  whether  it  be  not  this; 
even  to  forsake  the  devil  and  all  his  works,  taking  up  the 
cross  unto  your  own  hearts*  lust  and  corrupt  ways,  and  un- 
der this  cross  (wherein  is  the  power  of  God  felt  by  them 
that  mind  it,  and  wait  upon  God  there  with  humble  and 
subject  spirits)  to  iight  the  battles  of  Christ  against  tempta- 
tions to  sin,  and  the  souPs  enemies,  even  until  death.  Here 
(if  ye  will  enter  at  this  narrow  gate,  and  walk  on  in  this  strait 
way  unto  the  kingdom,  into  which  flesh  and  blood  cannot 
enter,  but  the  selfish  nature  and  earthly  spirit  must  be  left 
behind)  in  this  religion,  which  is  indeed  the  substance  of 
all  true  religion,  we  can  readily  meet  and  unite  with  you. 
But  if  ye  will  set  up  a  form  to  stop  the  power  and  progress 
of  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  in  the  hearts  of  his  people  in  this 
nation,  and  not. mind  the  power  of  i^eligion  yourselves,  hot 
with  vehemeuey  go  about  to  force  othors  to  your  form 
(which  ye  cannot  truly  say  is  of  God,  but  of  man),  in  this 
we  cannot  close  with  you,  but  must  be  content  in  the  will 
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of  God  to  suffer  under  you,  the  time  which  the  Lord  hath 
allotted,  which  ye  cannot  go  beyond.  And  blessed  for  ever 
be  the  uaine  of  the  Lord  our  God,  who  hath  made  us  ac- 
quaint-ed  with  that  life  and  power  wliieh  was  before  all 
forma  and  ways  of  religion  and  worship  of  man's  inventing, 
and  which  will  be  after  them;  and  who  hath  hitherto  borne* 
up  our  spirits  in  the  tesrimony  which  he^hath  given  us  to 
bear  tQ  his  living  truth  and  worship,  and  who  we  doubt  not 
will  yet  bear  us  up,  even  to  a  conquest  in  his  Spirit  over  all 
that  he  hath  called  us  forth  to  testify  against..  And  that 
great  city,  or  building  of  religion,  which  is  built  up  by 
man's  wisdom,  and  maintained  by  man's  strength,  we  are 
sure  is  falling,  and  shall  fall  throughout  all  the  eartli;  yea, 
man's  striving  to  re-edify  and  re-establish  it,  will  but  make 
the  ruins  thereof  mur%  speedy  and  more  dreadful.  The 
mouth  of  the  Lord  hath  spoken  it,  both  in  the  IScriptures  of 
Truth,  which  cannot  be  bi*oken,  and  in  the  hearts  of  many 
of  his  servants,  in  this  day  of  his  appearance  in  Bpirit  to 
those,  the  eyes  of  whose  spirits  he  hath  opened,  and  by 
whom  he  hath  given  a  visit  and  warning  to  the  earth,  which 
the  earthly  ear  cannot  hear,  but  will  be  overtaken  and  sur* 
prised  with  the  day  of  the  Lord.  And  oh,  what  running 
and  seeking  will  there  be  to  the  rocks,  aikl  hills,  and  moun* 
tains,  for  a  hiding  place  from  the  wrath  of  the  Lamb  I  but 
none  will  be  then  found.  0  miserable,  earthly-spirited 
man  1  (who  hath  passed  away  thy  time  in  a  dream,  and  hast 
little  minded  or  regarded  the  salvation  of  thy  soul,  or  con- 
sidered what  thy  present  vain  pleasures  and  courses  would 
tend  to)  what  wilt  thou  then  do?  There  is  a  pit  prepared 
for  the  wicked  (I  speak  not  an  imagination  of  mine  own ; 
indeed  it  is  the  truth  of  God). 

Kow  the  Lord  seeks  the  souls  of  all  lost  men,  to  save 
them  from  the  pit;  but  their  ears  are  dull  of  hearing,  their 
eyes  veiled,  their  hearts  grossly  fatted  aud  made  insensible 
with  the  senses  and  delights  el*  the  earthly  nature,  and  the 
voice  of  God  (with  the  things  that  eoncem  their  eternal 
peaee,  yea,  their  present  welliEire  also)  cannot  enter  iato 
them :  and  so  they  let  slip  the  time  of  their  redemptioii» 
Vol.  IL—  80 
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and  waste  away  the  season  of  their  visitation,  hardly  evet 
so  much  as  thinking  what  will  become  of  them  in  the  end. 
O  Lord  my  God !  awaken  thy  poor  creatui-es,  that  they  may 
live,  and  not  die:  rather  let  thy  judgments  break  forth  to 
awaken  them,  than  that  they  should  thus  run  oh  towards 
utter  destruction,  even  to  perish  from  thy  life  and  blessed- 
ness, and  to  be  swallowed  up  in  the  misery,  torment,  and 
wrath  due  to  that  nature  which  they  have  contracted, 
and  wallowed  like  swine  in.  Every  nature,  principle,  and 
spirit  is  travelling  towards  its  end.  O  man!  take  heed 
what  nature  thou  art  of,  in  what  principle  and  spirit  thou 
actest,  and  towards  what  thou  travellest.  And  remember 
that  God  loveth  his  creature;  thy  destruction  is  not  of  him, 
if  thou  perish;  but  in  him  is  thy  help,  if  thou  hearken  to 
bis  voice,  and  turn  at  the  reprooti  of  that  which  he  hath 
placed  near  thee,  even  in  thy  heart,  to  reprove  sin  in  thee, 
and  to  beget  thee  into  the  love  and  holiness  of  his  life  and 
nature,  leavening  thee  into  a  new  man,  as  thou  becomest 
subject  to  the  checks  and  leadings  thereof.  This  is  pleas- 
ing to  the  Lord;  that  which  proceeds  from  this,  and  is 
performed  in  this,  is  the  true  worship,  and  not  that  which 
man  hath  invented,  and  with  whioli  the  earthly  nature  is 
quieted  and  satiriied,  but  tlie  power  of  life  turns  from. 

It  is  the  great  mercy  of  the  Lord  to  stop  any  man  in  the 
way  of  his  error,  and  happy  is  he  that  is  stopped  by  him. 


ANOTHER  POSTSCRIPT. 

Ybt  one  thing,  perhaps  as  my  last  unto  you,  let  me  freely 
propose;  and  be  not  hasty  in  spirit,  but  wait  on  God  for 
skill  and  ability  to  weigh  the  thing  aright,  and  to  give  an 
upright  answer  thereto,  as  before  him,  in  the  seerets  of  your 
consciences.  It  is  briefly  this:  Wby  may  not  tlie  power  of 
religion  be  permitted  to  flourish  under  you?  Cannot  the 
government  of  God's  Spirit  and  your^govemment  stand  to- 
gether?   I  beseech  you  eonrider  it    No  man  knoweth  how 
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short  his  time  is,  nor  %riiai  is  to  eome  after  his  .present  de- 
termination oV  things*  It  is  now  yonr  daj?  Oh,  that  ye 
bad  the  true  light  to  walk  bj  in  it,  that  ye-  might  not  after- 
wards repent;  and  that  my  heart  might  be  gladded  eon- 
oeming  you,  who  have  so  prayed  for  you,  as  if  I  had  felt 
my  own  soul  in  your  conditions ! 

Isaac  PENuroTOH* 


A 

SALUTATION 

OF 

LOVE  AND  TENDER  GOOD-WILL 

TO  THB 

OoKMiaSIONBRS  OF  TUB   PbAOB  FOR  THB  COUMTT  OF  BuCKS, 

AND  SUCH   OTHBRS  IN  THAT   CoUNTY,   AMD  ALSO 

THROUGHOUT  THB  NaTION,  AS  ARB  CON- 

CSRKBD  IN  THB  CONTENTS  HBREOF* 


If  I  should  warn  you  of  the  day  of  the  Lord  (which  is  a 
day  of  terrible  wrath  to  the  transgressing  nature,  but  of 
peace,  love,  and  tender  ratorcy  to  the  righteous,  innocent, 
suffering  seed);  if  I  should  tell  you  that  this  day  is  hasten- 
ing upon  this  nation,  and  upon  the  whole  earth;  and  if  this 
should  affright  you,  and  cause  you  to  cry  unto  the  Lord  to 
deliver  you  from  that  nature,  and  from  those  sinful  courses, 
which  make  you  but  fit  fuel  for  his  fire  in  the  day  of  its  hot 
burning,*--!  say,  if  by  this  means  ye  should  be  thus  prepared 
for  this  da}^  and  yet  this  da)^  conies  not  so  suddenly  as  ye 
might  expect;  yet  that  would  be  no  loss,  or  cause  of  grief 
unto  you.    But  if  this  day  should  suddenly  eome,  and  find 
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yon  in  yonr  sins,  and  so  the  fierce  w^rtith  of  the  Lord  break 
in  upon  and  ati^et  jonr  souls,  and  the  day  of  yonr  mercy 
atfd  redemption  be  wholly  passed  over  by  you ;  this  would 
be  matter  of  unutterable  grief  and  sorrow  to  you,  and  tho 
remenibranoe  of  your  former  ease  and  pleiisures  would 
but  increase  the  sense  and  anguish  of  your  misery. 

Certain  I  am,  there  is  a  day  of  giving  account  for  sinning 
against  Ood,  and  for  oppressing  that  in  your  consciences 
which  discovers  to  you,  and  checks  you  for,  your  sins.  And 
this  will  as  certainly  come,  as  the  day  of  sinning  now  is; 
and  then  every  man  must  receive  from  God  according  to 
his  works,  and  reap  the  fruit  of  the  deeds  done  in  the  body; 
then  every  soul  must  inherit  according  to  its  nature,  and 
every  vessel  be  filled  with  what  it  is  fitted  to  receive:  that 
which  is  fitted  for  mercy,  with  mercy;  that  which  is  fitted 
for  wrath  and  misery,  with  wrath  and  misery;  and  then  the 
distressed  sinner  will  wish,  Oh  thai  I  had  an  hour  to  escape! 
Oh  that  God  would  once  more  give  me  a  moment  of  repentance^ 
and  of  twmingfrom  sin! 

Oh  consider!  is  it  a  slight  thing  with  you  that  the  infinite 
Ood,  who  is  little -concerned  in  you  (being  perfectly  blessed 
and  happy  for  ever  without  you ;  but  as  his  love,  mercy, 
and  tender  nature,  maketh  him  concern  himself  about  the 
salvation  of  your  souls),  shonid  give  you  so  large  a  space  of 
repentance,  and  so  many  discoveries  of  the  evil  of  your 
ways  (when  at  any  time  ye  are  retired  and  serious),  and  so 
many  checks  and  warnings  in  your  hearts,  as  the  vilest  of 
sinners,  at  time«i',  have  more  or  less  from  God?  Can  ye 
lengthen  out  the  day  of  nrct*cy  ?  Can  ye  limit  God  how  long 
he  should  strive  with  you?  Oh!  why  do  you  harden  your 
hearts?  Why  do  you  hearken  to  the  lusts,  desires,  tempta- 
tions,  and  oounsels  of  the  earthly  mind,  whose  counsel  hath 
undone  all  that  have  listened  thereunto? 

There  is  no  way  of  avoiding  the  eternal  inaupportable 
wrath  of  God,  but  by  travelling  out  of  that  nature,  spirit, 
and  course  which  it  is  to.  Him  that  sowed  to  sin  and  cor- 
ruption under  the  law,  the  sacrificea  would  not  sove  then; 
nor  him  that  eoweth  to  sin  and  corruption  under  the  gos- 
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pel,  the  aacrifioe  of  Cbsist  will  not  Ba?^  now;*  but  he  that  it 
saved  by  Christ  must  be  sanctified  and  redeemed  from  sin 
and  corruption  by  him;  which  Christ  worketh  by  his  prin- 
ciple of  life  sown  in  the  heart;  which  principle  tumeth 
against  the  contrary  principle,  discovering  its  nature,  and 
dark,  evil  ways,  and  drawing  from,  and  leading  out  of  them. 
Oh!  therefore  let  me  in  love  entreat  yon  all,  my  dear  conn- 
trymen  (indeed  I  have  no  end  in  it  but  your  good),  to  mind 
that  in  your  hearts  which  discovers  your  evils  to  yon ;  that 
therein  yo  may  feel  the  power  of  life  drawing  you  fropi 
them,  and  helping  you  against  them.  Greater  is  the  power 
in  this  than  the  power  that  is  in  the  contrary  principle;  as 
those  that  hearken  to  it,  and  become  subject,  by  experience 
feel.  And  what  if  ye  lose  a  few  fond  pleasures  for  the  pres- 
ent (which  indeed  are  beneath  the  true  state  of  a  man),  ye 
will  lose  a  great  deal  of  miserv  too,  and  your  gain  at  last 
will  be  exceeding  great. 

If  ye  would  know  whether  I  speak  truth  in  these  things, 
come  to  the  true  balance,  and  wait  on  the  Lord,  till  by  him 
ye  be  made  able  to  weigh.  My  meaning  is,  join  to  the 
good  Spirit  of  the  Lord',  when  ye  find  it  stirring  in  your 
own  hearts;  give  up  unto  it,  let  in  its  strength  upon  you, 
in  its  warmth  and  drawing  virtue;  give  up  to  forsake  the 
evil,  and  pursue  the  good:  fear  not  the  n^ultitude  of  evils 
in  the  heart,  nor  the  long  accustomedness  unto  evil;  the 
Lord  will  help  the  willing  soul  out  of  them.  And  in  this 
obedience  to  the  good  Spirit  of  the  Lord,  there  will  be  an 
understanding  received  to  know  the  things  of  God,  and  to 
try  words*  and  sayings,  whether  thej  be  of  him,  or  of  man. 
And  he  that  tries  in  this  balance  cannot  be  deceived  (the 
measure  being  equal  and  just,  and  proper  to  the  things 
which  are  therewith  to  be  measured);  whereas  the  wisest 
of  men,  trusting  either  to  their  own  understandings  and 
judgments,  or  to  the  judgments  and  understandings  of  oth- 
ers, are  liable  to  be  deceived ;  and  then  ye  will  acknowledge 
what  love  this  sprang  from,  and  what  light  and  life  it  sprang 
up  in,  though  through  a  weak  and  contemptible  vessel. 

Isaac  Pbninqtoit. 
80^ 
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OdMcsairiifo  Pbacb  and  Gooi>-will. 

Thb  true  peace  is  in  the  new  nature,  which  puts  an  end 
to  the  warring  and  fighting  spirit  inwardly,  and  turns  the 
whole  strength  of  the  battle  againt^t  the  enemies  of  the  soul. 
In  the  old  nature  there  are  lusts  after  dominion,  and  after 
liberty  to  the  flesh,  and  fulfilling  the  self-will  of  the  earthly 
mind;  but  these  are  all  brought  down  in  the  renewed  spirit, 
by  the  power,  love,  and  sweetness  of-  the  gospel  of  peace. 
Sere  is  indeed  uprightness  of  heart  to  the  Lord,  quietness 
of  spirit  i!inder  whatever  the  Lord  sufiers  to  be,  and  good- 
will towards  all  men;  waiting  on  the  Lord  for  his  seasons 
of  tender  bowels,  with  strong  cries  and  tears,  even  for  those, 
who,  to  the  eye  of  man,  may  seem  so  hardened  against  God 
and  his  truth,  as  to  be  out  of  the  reach  of  mercy. 
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A 

WEIGHTY    QUESTION 

PROPOUNDED  TO  THB 

KING,   AND   BOTH    HOUSES   OF   PARLIAMENT. 

TOaBTHB&  WITH  80MB 

QUERIES   ABOUT   RELIGION, 

VOR  THX 

GOOD    OF    MElf'S    SOULS, 

THAT  TBXT   MAT  8IXX  AFTXK,  AND  BK  S8TABLIBBXD  IIC,  tBAT 
WHICH  OITSi  UWM. 


QUESTION. 

Whether  laws  made  by  man^  in  equUy  ought  to  extend  any 
'  further  than  there  is  power  in  man  to  obey. 

Is  it  not  cruel  to  require  obedience  in  such  cases,  where* 
in  the  party  bath  not  a  capacity  in  him  of  obejing? 

Now  in  things  concerning  the  worship  of  God,  wherein 
a  man  is  limited  by  God,  both  what  worship  he  shall  per- 
form, and  what  worship  he  shall  abstain  from,  here  he  is 
not  left  at  liberty  to  obey  what  laws  shall  be  made  by  man 
eontrary  herennta. 

The  New  Testament  worship  Is  to  be  in  Spirit  and  Truth; 
which  is  a  principle  above  man's  reason,  and  cannot  rightly 
be  limited  by  a  lower  principle;  but  the  lower  principle 
in  every  man  should  be  soljected  to  Hie  higher,  both  in 
himself  and  others. 

These  things  I  wtite»  not  in  prMe  or  eonceitedneas,  foot 
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with  an  humble  heart,  and  in  love;  that  God  may  have  hb 
due,  Caesar  his,  and  all  men  theirs;  and  that  wrath  from 
God  may  not  break  foi*th  upon  this  nation;  for  surely  it 
cannot  but  greatly  provoke  him,  to  see  his  people  so  deeply 
suffer  for  their  obedience  to  him  in  what  he  requireth  of 
them. 

I  am  a  lover  of  peace,  truth,  and  righteousness,  and  a 
hearty  desirer  of  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  this  nation; 
and  that  it  may  no  more  be  broken  up  in  the  wrath  and  in- 
dignation of  the  Lord ;  but  that  the  peaceable  and  righteous 
seed,  which  he  hath  sown  in  the  hearts  of  many,  may  be 
quietly  suffered  to  grow  up,  to  the  praise  of  the  Lord,  and 
to  the  good  of  mankind. 

This  is  from  one,  who  was  a  mourner  over  you  in  your 
affliction,  and  is  now  also  a  mourner  over  those  whom  ye 
afflict 

LP. 

SOMB  QUERIES  ABOUT  RELIGION. 

Query  1.  What  is  true  religion  f  Is  it  a  gift  from  God,  be- 
stowed on  those  whom  he  begets  by  the  power  of  his  life? 
Or  is  it  a  profession  of  worship  of  the  nature  of  this  world, 
which  a  man  by  natural  parts  and  industry  may  attain  to, 
as  well  as  other  things? 

Query  2.  What  is  the  sum  and  substance  cf  the  true  reUgUm  t 
Is  it  not  love  from  a  principle  of  life?  Is  it  not  a  travel  out 
of  the  enmity  of  the  creature  into  the  love  of  God?  Both 
not  the  light  of  life  spring  in  the  love,  and  gather  into  the 
love?  Doth  not  Christ,  revealed  in  the  heart,  and  leaven* 
ing  the  heart  with  the  savor  of  life,  teach  love  to  enemies, 
to  bear  with  them  in  love,  to  seek  them  iu  love,  to  forgive 
*them  in  love,  to  pray  for  them  in  lovci  to  wbh  good  to 
them,  and  wrestle  with  God  for  mercy  towards  them,  even 
while  they  are  hating  and  persecuting? 

Query  3.  Are  thfi  Papists,  or  Protestants,  or  any  other 
sort  of  religious  persons,  found  in  this  love?  Do  they 
i^aai&st  it  by  their  discipjeahip  to  Clurist»  and  the  poww  of 
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dhridt  in  thranT  Or  rather,  do  they  not  set  up  their  several 
forms,  and  maintain  them  in  wrath  and  enmity  against  each 
other?  Nay,  would  they  not  destroy  each  other,  if  tlicy 
could?  Snrely  this  spirit  is  in  too  many  of  tliem!  And 
doth  not  this  give  a  strong  evidence  against  their  religion, 
that  it  hath  but  a  form,  and  not  the  true  power  in  it,  and 
that  in  heart  they  are  not  the  disciples  of  Christ?  P^or  if 
they  were  such,  they  would  of  him  learn  ,the  love. 

Query  4.  Whether  any  form  of  religion  (if  not  held  in 
the  power,  and  subjected  to  the  power)  doth  not  fight 
against  the  power,  keeping  up  an  outside  show  without  the 
substance,  and  thereby  crushing  the  substance?  What 
form  of  religion  at  this  day  in  the  world  can  suffer  the  love  to 
grow,  and  tiie  life  to  lead  and  rule  in  the  love,  atid  the  Lord 
of  life  to  exercise  his  authority  in  the  hearts  and  consciences 
of  men?  And  this  is  for  want  of  power  within,  and  be- 
cause of  forma  forcibly  set  up  without:  for  the  religion  of 
the  gospel  began  in  Spirit  and  in  power,  and  it  never  can 
be  restored  and  preserved  but  by  the  same  Spirit  and 
power.  The  renting  of  the  Protestants  from  the  Papists 
was  no  further  good  than  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  life; 
and  the  renting  of  others  from  the  Protestants  was  no  fur- 
ther good,  than  it  was  begun  and  held  in  the  same  power: 
nay,  any  party,  though  beginning  ever  so  uprightly,  and  by 
ever  so  true  and  clear  a  leading  of  the  Spirit  of  God;  yet 
so  soon  as  it  begins  to  invent  and  turn  aside  to  a  form  of 
its  own  choosing,  and  is  upheld  by  the  reasonings  and  un- 
derstandings of  men,  it  presently  corrupts. 

Query  6.  Whether  the  power  of  religion  (and  the  true 
love)  if  it  were  raised  up  and  restored  again,  would  make 
the  world  happy,  and  set  every  thing  in  its  proper  place, 
both  inwardly  and  outwardly?  Is  not  sense  an  excellent 
thing  m  man,  if  it  be  guided  by  reason  ?  And  is  not  reason 
a  mtioh  more  excellent  thing,  if  it  be  guided  by  an  inward 
principle  of  life?  But  sensd^  left  to  itself,  without  the  guid- 
aoee  of  reason,  how  bruitish  is  it!  And  reason  left  to  itself, 
without  the  gvxdance  of  a  principle  of  life,  falls  below  sense. 
How  cmel,  how  blind,  how  selfish,  how  unrighteous  is  man, 
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Ibat  follows  the  dietfttes  of  his  own  corrupt  reason^  without 
knowing  and  becoming  subject  to  that,  which  should  en- 
lighten it,  and  give  him  the  right  use  thereof! 

Query  6.  Whether  God  will  restore  religion  again  in  the 
power?  Whether  he  hath  such  a  work  to  do  in  the  worldl 
And  whether  the  time  be  near  that  God  is  about  such  a 
work?  And  whether  he  hath  already  begun  it,  and  made  any 
{>rogFes8  in  it  ?  Is  there  such  a  thing  as  the  power  of  religion 
sought  after?  Do  ijlen  grow  weary  of  their  forms  of  wor- 
ship, and  find  them  empty,  and  unsatisfactoiy  to  the  hungry 
soul,  that  pants  after  life?  Kay,  have  there  not  been  some 
touches  and  appearances  of  life  and  power,  and  of  the  true 
love,  in  some  poor,  weak,  despised  ones?  Oh  that  men 
knew  the  times  and  seasons,  and  then  perhaps  they  would 
see  that  this  is  not  a  day  for  setting  up  of  forms,  but  of 
longing  and  crying  out  after  life  and  power! 

Quevy  7.  When  God  restoreth  religion,  and  raiseth  it  up 
in  power,  whether  then  forms  and  ways  of  worship,  without 
the  power,  must  not  needs  wither  and  decay?  When  the 
power  first  appeared  in  the  dispensation  of  the  gospel,  did 
not  all  the  shadows  of  Moses*  ceremonies  fly  away,  and  van- 
ish before  it?  And  when  it  appears  again,  shall  not  all  the 
shadows  and  inventions  of  man,  which  have  sprung  up  since 
in  the  time  of  the  night,  vanish  before  the  brightness  of  the 
light  of  the  day?  Where  the  power  ariaeth  in  any  heart; 
what  becomes  of  the  man,  with  all  that  springs  from  him? 
Where  is  his  wisdom?  Where  is  his  former  worship?  What 
becomes  of  all  his  forms  of  religion  ?  Do  they  not  all  mould- 
er and  come  to  nothing,  and  he  become  as  a  little  child,  to 
be  farmed  again  in  thfe  power  of  life,  and  bom  of  the  Spirit 
of  life,  that  he  may  enter  int^  God's  kingdom  ?  Do  not  all 
the  old  things  pass  away,  and  new  things  spring  up  from 
the  seed  of  Iifc»  which  God  sows  and  preserves  in  the  hearts 
of  his  by  his  power? 

Now  who  is  wise  to  understand  these  things?  Who  hath 
the  key  to  open  the  mysteries  of  life?  Who  kooweth  the 
times  and  seasons  (the  times  and  seasons  of  forms,  and  the 
times  and  seasons  of  life  and   power)?    Who  seetfa  what 
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Ood  is  about  to  do  m  the  world,  and  preparetb  his  heart 
for  his  administrations  on  the  earth?  Who  is  a  friend  to 
God,  and  to  mankind,  and  willing  to  travel  in  spirit  out  of 
this  dark,  corrupt,  earthly  state  of  things,  into  the  heavenly 
nature  and  being,  where  man  was  at  first,  from  whence  he 
came,  out  of  which  he  departed,  and  can  never  be  happy 
till  he  return  thither  again;  and  can  never  return  thither 
by  his  own  strength  and  reason,  but  only  by  the  power  and 
leadings  of  Gjd,  revealed  in  him,  an  inward  principle  of 
life?  And  he  that  will  follow  this  must  feel  it  in  his  heart, 
and  then  turn  his  back  ujion  the  earthly  nature  and  wisdom, 
and  war  agtunst  his  own  corrupt  reasonings,  in  and  with 
tlie  light  of  the  principle  of  life,  as  it  ariseth,  and  is  further 
and  further  made  manifest  in  his  heart,  through  the  grace 
and  mercy  of  God,  which  thereby  oflfereth  its  help  to  mis- 
erable, lost  man,  to  redeem  hina  out  of  his  misery  and  un- 
done estate. 

Man  hath  a  time  here  allotted  him  by  God;  and  when 
the  time  is  over,  it  is  determined  concerning  him.  He  is  a 
seeds-man  in  this  world,  and  what  he  sows  here  he  must 
reap  hereafter.  He  soweth  either  to  the  flesh,  or  to  the 
Spirit;  either  to  his  own  will,  or  to  God's  will.  He  follow- 
eth  either  the  ways  of  his  own  heart,  or  of  God's  Spirit 
He  either  feels  the  power  of  religion,  and  is  renewed 
thereby,  and  fitted  for  God;  or  contents  himself  with  a 
form  with3ut  th3  power,  and  in  effact  remains  what  he  was. 

He  that  is  renewed,  he  that  is  changed  in  heart  and  life^ 
he  that  soweth  to  the  will  and  nature  of  God,  shall  inherit 
life  with  God.  He  that  liveth  in  a  form  of  religion  with- 
out the  power,  and  Iblloweth  the  vanities  of  his  own  mind 
(going  out  of  this  world  unrenewed  and  unfitted  for  God), 
shall  be  cut  oil  from  Qod,  and  lie  down  in  sorrow  and  an- 
guish of  soul,  where  he  will  bitterly  bewail  his  mis-spent 
time,  and  the  losing  of  his  sours  life  and  happiness,  for  the 
enjoying  a  few  days  the  earthly  nature  and  spirit  in  its  cor- 
rupt and  degenerated  estate. 

O  man!  whoever  thoa  art,  that  art  drowned  in  the  lusts 
•ad  pleaaares  of  this  wwld,  which  answer  only  to  the  sen* 
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aual  and  corrupt  parti  Oh!  remember  that  thoa  hast  also 
a  precious  soul,  which  wants  redemption  by  the  power  of 
God  to  nuike  thee  happy.  And  one  day  this  eoul  will  be 
awakened  in  thee,  and  when  it  is  awakened,  it  will  feel  its 
want  of  God.  This  is  the  day  of  God's  stretching  out  his 
HTm  to  thee ;  oh,  slip  it  not  out !  for  if  thou  dost,  terrible 
will  the  day  of  thy  awaking  be;  and  thy  misery  unavoida- 
ble and  intolerable.  And  if  now  the  pains  of  thy  body  be 
BO  dreadful  to  thpe,  what  will  the  tearings  of  thy  soul  be  by 
the  wrath  of  the  Almighty?  Lay  it  to  heart,  and  retire  in- 
wardly, seeking  to  feel  somewhat  of  God  gathering  and 
guiding  thy  soul  out  of  thine  own  worldly  natnre  and  spirit, 
into  the  nature  and  life  of  his  Spirit;  that  thy  soul  (at  pres- 
ent separated  from  God,  and  drowned  in  the  earth)  may  rc» 
turn  to,  and  be  happy  in,  the  centre  of  life,  from  whence  it 
came.  For  there  is  a  centre  #f  souls,  as  well  as  of  the 
earthly  nature ;  and  the  spirit  of  man  reiumeth  to  God  thai 
gave  it,  as  well  as  the  body  to  the  earth.  And  then  the 
Lord  appointeth  it  to  its  proper  place,  which  is  according 
to  the  nature  it  is  found  in.  If  it  be  wheat,  if  it  be  of  the  re- 
newed nature^  if  it  hath  taken  up  the  cross^  and  followed  Christ  in 
ihfi  regenerationy  then  he  gathereth  it  into  his  gamer.  If  it  be  of 
the  chaffjf  natwre^  of  the  earthly  spirit;  the  mind  remaining 
unrenewed  and  unreconciled  to  the  nature  of  Gkxl ;  then 
to  the  unquenchable  fire  (even  the  fire  which  will  bum  and 
scorch  unquenchably)  and  to  the  worm  which  dietk not;  hot 
gnaweth  perpetually,  and  bringeth  to  nund  all  the  former 
vanity  and  mis-spent  time,  to  increase  the  heat  ani  flameB 
of  the  fire«  Oh!  where  is  the  soul,  that,  if  it  were  not 
wholly  bewitched  and  lulled  into  a  dead  sleep,  by  the  stu- 
pefying spirit  of  this  wtMrld,  would  run  so  great  ft  haaard, 
for  the  enjoying  of  a  few  momentary  pleasures  in  the  sen- 
sual part,  and  lose  thereby  the  inward  enjoyment  of  peaee 
and  reconciliation  with  God  here,  and  of  the  pleaaures  of 
his  kingdom  of  true  glory  afterwards. 

Now  for  a  close,  let  me  say  one  word  (in  the  upright  love, 
and  true  good-will  of  my  heart)  to  this  [M-esent  generation, 
that  they  may  oonatder  and  take  heed  (if  possible) ;  it  is  this: 
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Even  as  a  father  after  the  flesh  is  tender  to  the  children 
be  begets  according  to  bis  nature,  and  would  not  suffer 
them  to  be  wronged  or  destroyed,  if  he  could  help  it;  so  is 
the  Lord  tender  of  those  whom  he  begets  in  the  nature  of 
bis  life,  and  in  his  due  season  will  appear  for  them,  as 
surely  as  he  is  God,  and  as  surely  as  he  has  begotten  them 
out  of  the  worldly  nature  unto  himself,  by  the  Spirit  and 
power  of  his  life.  Therefore,  oh!  touch  not  any  whom  the 
Lord  hath  in  the  least  measure  anointed  with  liis  holy  oil! 
For  what  is  dcme  unto  the  least  of  these  poor,  naked,  sick, 
imprisoned  ones^  &c.,  he  looketh  upon  as  done  unto  him^^elf ; 
because  lie  is  one  with  tliem  in  the  suiferings  of  their  flosh, 
whom  he  h;ith  m:vi;$T)ac  with  himself  in  Spirit. 
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COSICKRNIKO 
THE     PEKSUASIONS    OF     RKASOV    AND    FAITH 

IV 

MATTERS    OF    RELIGION. 

TiiBRE  is  the  nataral  man,  and  the  spiritual  man;  and 
there  are  the  persuasione  of  each  in  knd  about  matters  of 
religion.  There  is  the  persuasion  of  reason,  and  the  per- 
suasion of  faith. 

The  persuasion  of  reason  is  that  belief  which  man  re- 
ceives into  his  mind  or  heart  from  the  exercise  of  the  rea- 
soning faculty;  and  this  persuasion  in  matters  of  religion 
is  but  man's  opinion  or  judgment;  which,  how  certain  or 
infallible  soever  it  appear  to  him,  jet  may  be  shaken  by  a 
demonsti-ation  or  evidence  of  a  higher  kind  and  nature. 

The  persuasion  of  faith  is  that  belief  which  the  new  creat- 
ure receives  in  the  renewed  mind,  from  the  evidence  and 
demonstration  of  the  Spirit,  which  openeth  and  manifest^ 
eth  the  things  of  the  Spirit,  unto  that  mind  which  b  bat- 
ten and  renewed  by  it  And  this  persuasion  is  certain  and 
infallible,  however  it  may  be  struck  at  and  battered,  by  the 
reawnings  of  the  wise  earthly  part,  even  in  that  very  man 
whose  heart  is  thus  persuaded,  by  the  light  of  the  Spirit  of 
Ood,  concerning  the  things  of  Gtod*s  kingdom. 

Now  the  lowest  persuasion  of  faith  is  higher,  and  of  a 
more  noble  nature,  than  the  highest  persuasion  of  reason; 
because  fiiith  is  of  a  higher  principle,  and  of  a  deeper  nat- 
ure and  ground,  than  man's  reason  is.  But  this,  because 
it  appears  not  in  man*s  sphere,  but  rather  out  of  it,  and  is 
contrary  to  the  line  and  reach  of  his  wisdom,  is  ae'counted 
by  him  foolishness  and  madnus.    Thus  is  the  wisdom  of  God 
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(and  ihm  cliildrea  tbcceof )  jadgcd  and  oondemned  by  man 
in  this  day. 

And  how  can  it  be  otherwise?  How  ean  the  wisdom  of 
man  bat  judge  that  as  foolisibneA^i,  whose  beauty  and  excel* 
lency  ia  liid  from  its  eye?  Bat  this  is  because  the  wisdom 
of  man  is  out  of  its  place,  not  subjeeted  to  tlie  wisdom  of 
€k>d,  but  exalted  above  it;  therefore  (as  a  cnrse  nn^o  it)  i» 
it  suffered  to  lift  op  itself  in  its  ooneeitedness  against,  and 
so  to  persecute,  the  pure  wisdom  of  Ood  and  the  births 
tliereo^  that  it  might  fall,  and  be  broken,  and  snared,  and 
taken,  and  its  day  deservedly  ct>ine  to  an  end,  and  be  shut 
ufiu  the  shadows  and  chambers  of  eternal  darkness. 

But  what  ear  of  man  caa  hear  this!  surely  none  that  is 
whole  in  the  line  of  man's  wisdom,  reason,  and  understand- 
ing; bat  that  alone  that  is  bruised,  brrrken,  and  in  some 
measure  dashed  in  pieces,  by  the  inroads  of  a  diviner  life 
and  nature.  This,  in  the  leadings  of  that  life  which  hath 
broken  it,  and  in  the  shinings  of  the  light  eternal  upon  it 
and  into  H,  may  be  enabled  to  take  up  the  cross  to  the  nat. 
ural  part,  and  to  die  that  death  with  Christ,  which  pre- 
aervee  from  the  second  death,  with  the  nrisery  thereof. 

Hai^y  is  he,  who  knows  and  hearkens  to  the  persuasions 
of  Ood's  Spirit,  who  is  bom  of  Ood,  and  tongfat  to  wait  up- 
on him  and  worship  him  in  Spirit,  who  receives  his  relig- 
ion from  the  light  of  faith,  into  the  renewed  nature  and 
mind,  and  not  from  the  reason  of  man  into  the  natural  un- 
^deratanding,  which  is  easily  corrupted,  and  cannot  be  kept 
pure,  but  alone  by  the  indwelling  of  the  principle  of  eternal . 
life  in  it. 

For  though  such  may  sutler  very  deeply  in  this  world, 
from  the  men  of  this  world  (as  the  sulgects  and  servants  to 
the  principle  of  life  have  done  in  all  ages  and  generations), 
yet  their  principle  will  bear  them  out;  in  which  Gk>d  will 
appear  to  strengthen  and  refresh  their  spirits,  and  carry 
them  np  above  all  their  sufferings,  in  the  patience,  meek- 
ness, and  faith  of  the  Lamb.  And  keeping  to  their  princi- 
ple they  cannot  be  overcome,  but  must  either  live  or  die 
oonquerors,  according  to  the  will  and  good  pleasure  of  him 
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who  ordereth  and  dleposeth  of  all  things  well,  and  bringeth 
good  out  of  every  evil^  in  despite  of  all  the  powers  of  dark- 
ness. And  he  that  overcometh  (whether  by  liffe  or  death) 
in  the  Lamb's  Spirit,  shall  wear  the  Lamb's  crowt),  and  sit 
down  in  that  perfect  rest  in  the  kingdom  of  the  Father, 
which  will  gire  the  hearts  of  all  his  children  fiill  satisfto- 
tion.  In  which  assured  hope  (life  stirring  in  onr  bosoms,* 
and  quickening  our  hearts  with  love  unto  God,  and  zeal 
for  his  truth)  we  can  freely  give  up  all  that  is  near  and  dear 
unto  us  in  this  world,  and  lay  down  onr  heads  in  inward 
peace,  in  the  midst  of  the  greatest  outward  persecution  and 
trouble.  Even  so,  O  Xord,  thy  will  be  done  concerning 
this  generation  of  thy  people,  whom  thou  hast  begotten  to 
thyself,  and  brought  forth  by  thy  mighty  power,  to  testify 
to  thy  truth  in  this  present  d«y.  Dispose  of  them  as  it 
pleaseth  thee;  and  let  not  their  fuith  in  thee,  nor  thy  &itb* 
fulness  to  them,  fail ;  but  let  them  be  a  praise  to  thy  name 
throughout  all  generations^  and  tendered  by  thee,  as  the 
first-fruits  of  thine  appearance,  in  the  glorious  light  of  the 
everlasting  day,  after  this  great,  long,  thick,  and  dark  uight 
of  apostasy  from  the  life  anc^  spirit  of  the  apostles,  which 
hath  so  long  eclipsed  and  covered  the  brightness  Of  tliy 
beauty  from  the  sight  of  the  earth, 

Isaac  Penington. 
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PROFESSORS,  WHO  UAVB  FORMERLY  HAD  A  FBBLIMG  OF 

MOST  OF  THESB  THINQS  IN  MEASURE: 

To  which  feeling,  and  that  which  gave  it  thern, 

ihej  are  hereby  allured  and  invited  to  return ;  that  the 

many  names  and  various  ways  may  perish  and  vanish ; 

and  the  One  Spirit,  One  Life,  One  new,  living 

Name  and  Way  may  be  waited  for 

and  pursued  after: 

That  BO  all  the  Tribes  and  Families,  and 

•overal  Divisions  of  Israel  may  know  one  another,  and 

heartily  unite  in  one  Nature  and  inward  Power  of  Life, 

which  doth  good  to  all,  and  harm  to  nono, 

neither  inwardly  nor  outwardly. 


Bj  ft  trarcller  iv)ward9  thfi  Hvini;  SalMtanoe,  and  a  mnurncr 
«»ter  the  wanderinp^  of  the  scattered  «hot*p. 
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PREFACE. 

^Q^%  bot  Christ,  naoe  bttt  /Chriet,  saith  my  «ool,  from 
the  s«Qfle  of  my  contitmal  need  of  faioi,  and  from  the  deep 
love  of  my  heart  unto  him.  Now  there  te  a  two^fbld  way  of 
knowing  Christ,  both  which  are  of  use^  aad  have  their  ser^ 
vice  in  their  several  seasons,  aecitrdit)^  t*  the  estate  and 
condition  of  the  sonl^  and  aeoopdiiig  to  the  diepensation 
which  it  pleaaeth  God  to  set  u|)  among  his  people;  the  one 
whereof  id  literal,  the  other  spiritnal;  the  one  is  according 
to  a  deseription  of  him  received  hitotbofttimferstaiiding;  the 
uthet*  is  according  to  the  revi|latian  or  mtVUIing  of  faira  in 
the  hearts  As  for  instance,  Christ  nday  be  preached  as  light, 
as  life,  as  power,  as  the  eternal  Word  and  wisdom  of  the 
Father,  ic.  Now  the  receiving  the  knowledge  of  these 
things  merely  into  the  understanding,  is  a  receiving  and 
knowing  Christ  acppr^in^  tgr  th^'^er,;Qi;  aoi^cyding  to  a 
literal  description  of  him;  and  the  receiving  of  any  of  these 
things  in  the  living  sense  and  sliinings  of  the  eternal  light 
of  ood  in  the  heart,  and  so  betomnig  Subject  in  that  life, 
sense,  and  power,  is  a  knowing  and  receiving  of  them  in 
spirit,  and  the  spiritual  submission  and  obedience  of  the  gos- 
pel. This  is  the  excellent  way  and  path  of  lif6  which  God 
in  this  last  age  of  the  world  is  makirig  manifest;  though 
tl:e  other  is  not  quite  laid  aside,  nOr  to  be  rejected  or  de- 
spised, where  there  is  any  of  the  lighf  oi*  life  stirring  in  it. 
But  the  main  thing  now  to  be  minded  is  the  heavenly  birth, 
with  tiod*s  dispensation  of  life  to  it,  and  its  separation  from 
the  earthly  birth,  and  its  way  of  feeding  on  the  heavenly 
things.  For  Hagar  and  Ishmael  (whidi  are-the  mother  and 
child  after  the  letteir)  are  now  to  h%  cai^'mirt;  anH  the* seed 
of  promise,  with  Its  mother,  to%b!tf6''hi'*the  hWse  alone 
(with  the  Fathjr  of  blessing^  fof  ev^.    Bf»-  iiat  -n^yw  the 
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neparatioti  goeth  vi^ry  n«ar  and  cIom.  The  birth  that  ii 
now  raiaed  is  very  inward  and  spiritual,  even  the  seed  it^ 
self;  and  its  food  ia  the  life  Itself,  even  that  which  the 
earthly  birth  cannot  feed  on  or  digest;  and  the  way  and 
knowledge  of  life  is  very  inward  and  spiritual,  to  cut  off 
the  earthly  nature  and  spirit  in  its  closest  insinuations  and 
trausformings*  The  Lamb,  in  his  appearances  in  this  day, 
is  very  hidden  and  retired;  and  none  can  see  his  paths,  and 
follow  him,  bntsnch  as  receive  of  his  present  otntment,  and 
feel  the  guidance  of  ibm  opening  of  has  eye  in  them.  The 
Lord  is  bringing  about  gve«t  things,  both  inwardly  and  out* 
wardly;  happy  are  they  whose  hearts  and  spirits  are  pre* 
pared  for  Ibem:  for  great  miseiy,  death,  and  destruction  are 
coming  upon  the  earthly,  and  great  joy  and  blessedness  are 
breaking  up  in,  and  showermg  down  upon,  the  heavenly; 
which  that  all  soula<  that  have  the  breath  of  life  in  them, 
and  that  pat^  dter  the  living  God,  may  partake  of,  is  the 
earnest  desire  ^my  seuL 
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OolNnnaiiiio  CBKiai. 

Quest  What  is  Christ? 

Ans.  He  is  the  immediate  oftspring  of  eternal  life  in  him- 
self, and  the  fountain  or  spring  of  life  unto  the  creation^ 
^^Bven  as  the  Father  hath  life  in  hims^lf,  so  hath  he  given 
to  the  Son  to  have  lift  in  himself;  '*  and  in  and  through  hit 
8on  he  communicaltA  of  his  life  unto  his  areata re8. 

Quest  2.  Uow  doth  Christ  convey  lifet 

Ans.  As  tiie  living  Word;  as  the  promised  seed.  He 
soweth  the  seed  of  the  kingdom  in  the  heart,  in  which  is 
life:  and  aa  he  maketh  way  for  this  to  spread  and  /(row  up 
in  and  leaven  Umi  iNssel,  even  so  he  quieken^th  and  gath- 
ereth  uito  hta  Uli.    Afiin«  be  is  the  enlightening  word,  tb« 
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quickening  word,  the  word  of  wiedom,  the  word  of  power, 
the  word  of  love  and  reconciliation,  whose  voice  worketh 
mightily  towards  the  destroying  of  sin,  and  saving  of  the 
son  I  from  it. 

Quest.  8.  Where  is  this  Word,  or  seed,  to  be  waited  for? 

Ans.  Its  appearance  is  in  the  hearts  of  the  sons  of  men^ 
and  there  it  is  to  be  waited  for.  There  God  sows  this  seed ; 
and  there  it  is  nigh  to  them  whom  Ood  visits  with  his  lov- 
ing-kindness and  mercy. 

Quest.  4.  How  is  this  Word  received? 

Ans.  By  faith  in  the  virtue  which  fioweth  from  it.  Its 
nature  is  to  turn  against  sin,  and  to  draw  towards  the 
Father.  Its  light  shineth  to  discover  sin,  and  its  life 
stirreth  to  quicken  against  it.  Now  in  the  heart's  believ- 
ing, and  being  persuaded  against  that  which  the  light  dis- 
covereth  to  be  evil,  and  won  to  that  which  it  showeth  to  be 
good,  the  word  is  thus  far  received,  and  a  foundation  of 
union  between  it  and  the  soul  laid.  And  80,  on  the  other 
hand,  in  the  rejesting  or  turning  from  an}*  thing  that  comes 
from  Christ  in  the  heart,  Christ  is  rejected  and  turned  from. 

Quest.  6.  How  doth  this  Word  work  in  or  upon  the 
heart? 

Ans.  According  to  the  entrance  it  gets  into  the  hearty  or 
according  as  it  is  rejected  or  refused.  As  it  gets  entrance, 
it  works  life  there,  and  works  the  creature  into  its  life. 
It  brings  in  its  nature,  its  righteousness,  its  holiness,  its 
sweetness,  its  peace,  its  love,  its  joy,  its  meekness,  its  pa- 
tience, &c.,  as  it  makes  room  in  the  heart,  by  working  out 
the  contrary.  But  where  it  is  rejected,  it  works  death  and 
condemnation,  and  increaseth  the  captivity  and  misery  of 
the  soul;  so  that  it  were  better  never  to  hear  any  sound 
of  Christ  in  the  heart,  than  not  to  hearken  aad  become  sub- 
ject thereto. 

Quest.  6.  What  hinders  union  with  Christ? 

Ans.  The  strong  man  armed,  whom  he  cometh  to  dispos- 
sess; who  doth  what  he  can  to  blind  the  eye  from  seeing 
the  lovely  nature  of  Christ,  and  to  harden  the  heart  against 
his  visits  and  appearances. 
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Quest.  7.  How  may  the  eoul  be  helped  a^inet  him  ? 

Anft.  Receiving  the  truth  iu  the  love^  and  giving  up  the 
heart  in  the  viitue  that  flows  from  Christ  in  his  visits  and 
appearances,  brings  in  that  strength  into  tlie  soul  which  con- 
quers iiini.  He  is  not  able  to  stand  before  the  power  of 
Christ;  which  power  is  the  soul's  as  it  is  let  in  by  the  soal. 
It  is  the  unbelief  of  the  heart,  and  the  earthly  thoughts  and 
imagiuatioais,  which  give  the  enemy  strength :  but  before 
the  faith,  even  in  the  weakest,  he  is  weak,  and  his  strength 
falls. 

OONCKUNINQ   THE  WAY  OF  KNOWING  ChRIST. 

Christ  is  the  minister  of  the  true  sanctuary,  wliich  God 
hath  pitched,  and  not  man.  There  is  a  city,  **  whose  builder 
and  maker  is  God."  Tlie  foundation-stone,  the  corner-stone, 
the  top-stone,  of  this  city  or  building,  is  Christ.  He  there- 
fore that  would  know  Christ,  and  be  built  upon  Christ, 
n»ust  find  a  holy  thing  revealed  in  his  heart,  and  his  soal 
built  thereon  by  him,  who  alone  can  raise  this  building, 
who  can  rear  up  the  tabernacle  that  hath  long  been  fallen 
down,  who  can  build  up  the  old  waste  places,  and  restore 
the  paths  for  the  ransomed  ancf  redeemed  of  the  Lord  to 
walk  and  travel  on  in. 

Now  iie  which  can  find  any  thing  of  God  built  up  in  his 
b^eart  (yea,  if  he  can  find  but  the  beginning  of  the  true 
sanctuary),  he  may  also  find  Christ  ministering  there;  even 
the  true  high-priest  ofiering  up  the  sacrifices,  and  interced- 
ing with  the  Father;  as  also  giving  the  soul  the  food  of  the 
holy  things  to  eat  of.  Now  thin  is  tjie  way  of  Christ  indeed; 
to  wit,  in  his  begettings  in  the  head,  in  his  presence  there, 
in  his  ministrations  there,  betAveeu  the  soul  and  the  Father. 
And  he  that  thus  knoweth  him,  even  in  that  which  is  be* 
gotten  of  him,  watching  in  singleness  of  heart  with  the  true 
eye,  cannot  be  deceived  concerning  him,  but  knoweth  th« 
▼oice  of  his  Spirit,  and  readily  ombraceth  it;  but  a  stranger 
or  deceiver  it  knoweth  not,  and  will  not  hear,  but  by  the 
instinct  of  life  tumeth  from  it.    So  that  the  knowledge  and 
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preservation  of  the  sheep  is  not  by  the  wise  reasonings  of 
the  mind  concerning  the  shepherd's  voice  and  the  stranger's 
voice;  bat  by  an  instinct  of  the  new  hidden  nature,  which 
teacheth  the  simple-hearted  to  avoid  the  snares  which  the 
earthly  wisdom  is  easily  entangled  in.  The  meek,  the  hum- 
ble, the  broken-hearted,  the  weak,  the  poor,  the  babes,  the 
little  children,  thepe  are  they  whom  the  Father  teacheth; 
these  have  that  preservation  and  instruction,  which  the 
wise,  knowing,  judicious  minds  (in  man's  account)  miss  of. 
Thus  the  foolishness  of  God  is  wiser  than  man^  and  the  weakness 
of  God  stronger  than  man.  And  God  hath  chosen  in  every 
man  that  which  is  not,  to  bring  to  nought  all  that  is  in  him, 
that  no  flesh  might  glory  in  his  presence,  nor  no  man  be 
able  to  boast  before  the  Lord  of  the  salvation  of  his  soul. 

Concerning  Repentance. 

Quest.  1.  What  is  repentance? 

An8«  It  is  Christ's  turning  of  the  heart  from  the  dead  nat- 
ure, and  from  the  dead  works,  towards  the  living  principle, 
and  the  living  works  thereof. 

Quest.  2.  Cannot  a  man  turn  from  sin,  and  turn  to  Gk>d 
when  he  will? 

Ans.  No;  man  is  a  captive,  his  understanding  captive, 
his  will  captive;  all  his  affections  and  nature  in  captivity; 
and  nothing  can  turn  him  towards  God,  but  that  which  is 
stronger  than  that  power  which  captivateth  hira. 

Quest.  8.  How  is  repentance  wrought  ?» 

Ans.  It  is  Christ's  gift,  whom  God  hath  appointed  a 
prince  and  Saviour,  to  give  repentance  and  remission  of 
sins,  who  giveth  it  in  its  enlightening  and  drawing  virtue, 
wherein  sin's  nature  is  opened,  and  the  bent  of  the  soul  by 
him  secretly  turned  against  it. 

Quest.  4.  What  is  the  heart  turned  from,  and  what  is  it 
turned  towards? 

Ans.  From  one  nature  to  another,  from  one  principle  to 
another,  from  one  spirit  to  another,  from  one  course  to  an- 
other, from  one  end  to  another. 


872  THE  WORKS  OF 

Quest  5.  Is  repentance  wholly  given,  or  perfected,  at 
first? 

Ans.  No;  but  it  inereaaeth,  and  is  given  daily  more  and 
more  to  the  heart  that  waiteth  on  the  Lord,  fciin,  the  nat- 
ure of  it,  the  course  of  the  mind  and  body  in  it,  is  discov- 
ered daily  more  and  more,  and  the  loathing  and  detesting 
of  it  increased,  as  the  new  nature  gathers  strengtlf  in  the 
mind,  and  iucreaseth  in  the  light  and  power  of  life. 

Quest.  6.  Is  there  never  to  be  any  reconciliation  or  turn- 
ing back  to  sin  ? 

Ans.  No;  but  a  further  removing  and  separation  from  it; 
which  separation  is  eternal,  even  as  the  beginning  of  it  is 
in  an  eternal  nature.  The  seed,  at  its  first  appearance  and 
sprijiging  up,  shutteth  out  sin,  as  being  of  a  contrary  nature 
to  it;  and  the  stronger  it  groweth,  the  more  it  shatteth  siu 
out:  and  where  it  wholly  leaveneth  and  possesseth  the 
creature,  it  wholly  expelleth  the  old  leaven,  and  leaveth  no 
place  for  it  to  re-enter.  This  is  perfect  salvation,  where 
there  is  no  turning  back  to  iblly  any  more,  but  a  perpetual 
abiding  in  the  nature  of  the  eternal  wisdom. 

Quest.  7.  What  if  there  be  a  committing  of  sin  after  one 
is  turned  from  it? 

Ans.  The  repentance  is  not  there  perfected;  the  enemy 
is  not  there  wholly  cast  out,  nor  his  strength  quite  broken; 
the  law  is  not  there  fulfilled,  the  covenant  of  grace  is  not 
there  fully  witnessed ;  but  the  soul  still  in  a  degree  of  cap- 
tivity under  the  power  of  the  enemy:  yet  if  the  bent  of  the 
heart  be  against  t^e  sin  committed,  God  ehargeth  it  upon 
the  enemy,  and  not  upon  the  soul.  ^^Now  if  I  do  that  I 
would  not,  it  is  no  more  I  that  do  it,  but  sin  that  dwelieth 
in  me."  Bom.  vii.  20. 

Quest.  8.  But  b  there  any  sin  where  there  is  no  law? 
What  makes  sin  but  the  law  ?  When  a  man  hath  travelled 
tbrouj^  the  law  into  tlie  eternal  nature,  ean  be  then  oom- 
mit  sin? 

Ans.  Where  there  b  no  law,  there  can  be  no  ttanqgres- 
sion ;  but  while  any  of  that  nature  remains  to  whieh  the 
law  naturally  belongs^  there  may  be  sin  as^d  traoagreasion. 
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!N'ow  that  only  is  capable  of  being  out  of  the  reach  of  the 
law,  whose  nature  is  perfect,  and  which  comprehends  and 
cannot  but  bring  forth  the  righteousness  of  the  law  in  it. 
That  therefore  which  &lleth  short  of  the  righteousness  of 
the  law,  and  pleads  it  is  not  sin  to  it,  is  in  the  deceit  and 
error  from  the  perfection,  and  not  in  the  perfect  righteous* 
UC88,  which  eternally  comprehends  and  brings  forth  the 
righteousness  of  the  law;  but  is  not  comprehended  or 
Judged  by  it,  because  its  nature,  life,  and  righteousness  is 
above  it. 


Concerning  Faith. 

Quest.  1.  What  is  faith? 

Ans.  It  is  a  belief  in  the  appearances  of  the  Lord  to  the 
soul,  and  a  cleaving  to,  and  drinking  in  of,  their  virtue. 
There  are  divers  appearances  of  tlie  Lord,  even  as  a  quick- 
ening Spirit,  quickening  and  enlivening  the  soul ;  also  as  a 
discoverer,  reprover,  and  condcmner  of  sin,  and  justifier  of 
righteousness;  likewise  as  a  strengthener  and  comforter  of 
that  which  wants  his  strength  and  comfort;  and  as  a  foun- 
tain of  perfect  love,  sweetness,  and  of  all  good,  &c.  Now 
however  the  Lord  pleaseth  to  appear,  that  which  seeth, 
knoweth,  owneth,  and  falleth  in  with  his  appearances, 
drinking  in  the  virtue  thereof,  that  is  faith. 

Quest.  2.  By  what  means  is  faith  wrought? 

Ans.  By  the  Word  in  the  heart;  by  the  living  Word  from 
which  the  soul  came,  and  which  is  nigh  to  the  soul.  This 
was  the  Word  of  faith,  or  the  Word  which  wrought  faith 
under  the  law.  Dent  xxx.  This  was  the  Word  of  &ith 
which  the  apostles  preached,  and  which  wrought  &ith  un- 
der the  gospel.  Rom.  x.  This  is  the  Word  which  we  feel 
working  faith  in  us  now ;  yea,  and  which  worked  it  in  all 
those  in  whomsoever  it  is  wrought;  though  they  may  not 
know  what  works  it:  yea,  this  is  the  seed  of  life,  from 
which  every  spiritual  thing  springs  and  grows  in  the  heart 

Queftt  8.  How  is  &ith  received? 

Ans.  Ib  Hie  quickening  power.  The  seed  of  life  diooti 
Vol.  n.—  82 
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forth  its  light,  its  life,  its  nature,  its  virtue  into  tlie  heart 
The  heart  beings  touched  with  tins,  is  in  some  measure 
quickened  towards  Ood,  and  in  and  from  this  qaickeuing 
virtue  faith  flowa  into  the  aoul.  For  in  the  death  of  sin,  in 
thcidead  state,  there  is  nothing  but  unbelief;  faith  there- 
fore nuist  needs  flow  from  the  quickenin<^  of  life. 

Quest  4.  What  doth  faith  do  in  the  heart? 

Ans.  It  uniteth  to  God,  and  separateth  from  sin.  It  be- 
giuneth  and  carrieth  on  the  work  of  redemption  in  the  soul. 
It  receivcth  in  that  whicli  is  of  God,  and  beateth  back  the 
contrary.  It  keepeth  the  mind  chaste,  pure,  living,  and 
fresh  before  the  Lord.  It  draweth  out  the  virtue,  and  suck- 
etli  in  the  sweatne.-**  of  evv3iy  appearance  of  God  in  the 
heart  It  keepelh  in  the  love  of  God,  and  expelleth  the 
love  to  811),  creature,  self,  or  any  thing  as  it  stands  out  of 
God.  Indeed  faith  is  the  natural  sucker-in  of  the  breath  of 
life,  and  the  purgcr-out  of  the  breath  and  power  of  death. 

Quest  5.  Wherein  doth  faitli  stand? 

Ans.  In  that  wherein  it  is  rr^ceived,  even  in  the  quicken- 
ing power.  Faith  mu^t  bj  conti^nially  kept  alive  by  the 
seed  of  life,  or  it  cannot  live.  It  springs  iu  the  power,  it 
dwells  in  the  power,  it  acts  in  the  power,  and  is  never  found 
out  of  it*  Man  cannot  believe  when  he  will;  it  is  a  con- 
tinual gltl,  depending  upon  the  Ci>ntinual  quickeuings  and 
uourishnient  of  that  life  from  whence  it  sprang. 

Quest.  G.  But  doth  not  God  withdraw?  Doth  not  the 
power  often  clap  in  ?     Where  is  faith  then  ? 

Ans.  There  is  the  secret  i)re!«ence  of  the  power,  when  it 
is  not  visibly  nianifet^t  enabling  the  soul  to  keep  to,  and 
depend  upon,  that  which  is  not  seen,  but  trusted  in,  though 
unseen,  and  not  sensibly  telt:  and  there  is  a  secret  turuiug 
from,  and  resisting  of  teutptations,  and  a  secret  overcom- 
ing (the  heart  being  kept;  true  and  entire  to  the  Lord)  while 
tlie  euemy  seemeth  sensibly  to  prevail  and  overcome. 

Quest  7.  Why  doth  the  euemy  so  assault  with  anbelie^ 
and  fight  so  stiffly  against  the  tUitli  of  tJie  soul  f 

Ans.  Because  all  depends  upon  it  Stop  that,  be  stops 
nHf  overoome  that  he  ovttrou«uies  aUL    If  that  staod  and 
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abide  in  «treugtb»  he  gaine  nothiug;  but  loiee  by  everj 
temptation  and  eeeming  victory ;  for  faith  gets  grooiid  aod 
advantage  not  only  by  a  temptation,  but  abo  by  a  fail. 

Co^CERNiNO  Hope. 

Quest.  1.  What  is  hope? 

Aus.  The  expectation  of  somewhat  from  the  Lord,  in  the 
season  of  his  good-will.  The  expectation  of  the  crown  of 
life  at  last;  the  expectation  of  deliverance  from  snares  and 
temptations  at  present;  the  expectation  of  receiving  his 
promises  of  the  divine  natnrc,  or  of  any  mercy  or  blessing 
which  he  hath  given  to  pray  for;  this  is  hope. 

Quest.  2.  What  are  the  grounds  of  hope  to  the  soul  ? 

Ans.  There  are  manifest  and  vifcible  grounds,  or  a  secret 
and  invisible  ground. 

Quest.  S.  What  are  the  manifest  and  visible  grounds? 

Ans.  They  are  many,  and  of  divers  kinds.  The  Lord's 
love  manifested  to  the  soul;  the  Lord's  promises  made  to 
the  soul  particularly,  or  getiemlly  to  that  condition  wherein 
the  soul  is;  the  soul's  experience  of  the  Lord's  helping  it 
in  former  distresses;  yea,  the  very  tender  natare  of  the 
Lord  towards  souls,  and  their  descent  from  him,  notwith- 
standing their  present  alienation  and  corrupt  estate,*  is  a 
ground  of  hope,  where  the  Lord  quickens  it  to  the  heart. 

Quest.  4.  What  is  the  invisible  or  secret  ground  of  hope? 

Ans.  That  cannot  be  discerned  which  is  secret  and  in- 
visible; but  yet  there  is  sometimes  a  hope  in  the  heart, 
when  it  is  not  perceived,  which  is  maintained  and  fed  by 
the  invisible  life,  which  is  hid  there. 

Quest.  5.  What  is  the  nature  and  proper  effects  of  hope? 

Ans.  It  stays  the  mind,  even  in  the  midst  of  storms  and 
tempests,  that  they  do  not  overturn,  overwhelm,  and  sink 
the  souL  It  keeps  np  the  head  above  the  many  waters,  and 
keeps  the  heart  from  utterly  fainting.  It  preserves  life  in 
the  many  famines  and  strait  sieges  of  the  enemy.  Hope  of 
telief  keeps  from  yielding  to  the  enemy,  and  preserves 
from  distrusting  the  Lord.    Dtstrust  cannot  enter  aod  pret- 


S7t  THB  WORKS  07 

vail,  where  hope  abides.  Hope  bAAb  fitrengOi  to  tlie  bouI 
in  its  pursuit  of  all  tiiat  is  good,  and  in  its  flying  from  and 
eschewing  all  that  is  evil,  and  is  the  snccorer  of  fidth  in  the 
needful  hour:  yea,  how  often  would  the  feith  he  given  up 
and  foiled,  were  it  not  for  the  hope  which  relieves  it! 


hf 


CoNCBRNiKo  Love. 

Quest.  1.  What  is  love? 

Ans.  What  shall  I  say  of  it,  or  how  shall  I  in  words  ex* 
press  its  nature !    It  is  the  sweetness  of  life;  it  is  the  sweet, 
tender,  melting  nature  of  God,  flowing  up  through  his  seed 
of  life  into  the  creature,  and  of  all  things  making  the  creature 
most  like  unto  himself,  both  in  nature  and  operation.    It 
fulfils  the  law,  it  falfils  the  gospel;  it  wraps  up  all  in  one, 
and  brings  forth  all  in  the  oneness.    It  excludes  all  evil  out 
of  the  heart,  it  perfects  all  good  in  the  heart.     A  touch  of 
love  doth  this  in  measure;  perfect  love  doth  this  in  fulness. 
But   how  can  I  proceed  to  speak  of  it!  Oh  that  the  sonlfi 
of  all  that  fear  and  wait  on  the  Lord  might  feel  its  nature 
fully !  and  then  would  they  not  fail  of  its  sweet,  overcoming  . 
operations,  both  towards  one  another,  and  towards  enemies. 
The  great  healing,  the  great  conquest,  the  great  salvation  is 
reserved  for  the  full  manifestation  of  the  love  of  God.    His 
judgments,  his  cuttings,  his   hewings  by  the  word  of  his 
mouth,  are  but  to  prepare  for,  but  not  to  do,  the  great  work 
of  raising  up  the  sweet  building  of  his  life,  which  is  to  be 
done  in  love,  and  in  peace,  and  by  the  power;thereof.  And  this 
my  soul  waits  and  cries  after,  even  the  full  springing  up  of 
eternal  love  in  my  heart,  and  in  the  swallowing  of  me  wholly 
into  it,  and  the  bringing  of  my  soul  wholly  forth  in  it,  that  the 
life  of  God  in  its  own  perfect  sweetness  may  fully  run  forth 
through  this  vessel,  and  not  be  at  all  tinctured  by  the  vessel, 
hut  perfectly  tincture  and  change  the  vessel  into  its  own  nat- 
ure ;  and  then  shall  no  fault  be  found  in  my  soul  before  the 
Lord,  but  the  spotless  life  be  fully  enjoyed  by  me,  and  be- 
come a  perfectly  pleasant  sacrifice  to  my  God. 

Oh  I  how  sweet  is  love!  how  pleasant  is  its  nature!  how 
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takingly  doth  it  b^iave  itself  iu  every  oonditioii,  npoa  every 
occasion,  to  every  peraon,  and  about  every  thing !  How  ten* 
derly,  how  readily,  doth  it  help  and  serve  the  meanest!  How 
patiently,  how  meekly,  doth  it  bear  all  things,  either  from 
God  or  man,  how  unexpectedly  soever  they  come,  or  how 
hard  soever  they  seem !  How  doth  it  believe,  how  doth  it 
hope,  howdodi  it  excuse,  how  doth  it  cover  even  that  which 
seemetb  not  to  be  excusable,  and  not  fit  to  be  covered !  How 
kind  is  it  even  in  its  interpretations  and  charges  concerning 
miscarriages!  It  never  overchargeth,  it  never  grates  upon 
the  spirit  of  him  whom  it  reprehends;  it  never  hardens,  it 
never  provokes;  but  oarrieth  a  meltingness  and  power  of 
conviction  with  it  This  is  the  nature  of  God ;  this,  in  the 
vessels  capacitated  to  receive  and  bring  it  forth  in  its  glory, 
the  power  of  enmity  is  not  able  to  stand  against,  but  falls 
before,  and  is  overcome  by. 

CONCBRNINO   ObEDIENCB. 

Quest  What  is  obedience? 
.  Ans.  It  is  the  subjection  of  the  soul  to  the  law  of  the 
Spirit;  which  subjection  floweth  from,  and  is  strengthened 
by,  love.  To  wau(  to  know  the  mind  of  God,  and  perform 
his  will  in  every  thing,  through  the  virtue  of  the  principle 
of  life  revealed  within,  this  is  the  obedience  of  faith.  This  is 
the  obedience  of  the  seed,  conveyed  into  the  creature  by  the 
seed,  and  it  \i^  made  partaker  of  the  seed.  He  is  the  son  who 
naturally  doth  the  will;  he  is  the  faithful  witness  who  tes- 
tifies concerning  the  will;  yea,  and  he  is  the  choice  servant 
also. 

Mark  how  every  thing  in  the  kingdom,  every  spiritual 
thing,  refers  to  Christ,  and  centres  in  him.  His  nature,  his 
virtue,  his  presence,  his  power,  makes  up  all.  Indeed  he  is 
all  in  all  to  a  believer,  only  variously  manifested  and  opened 
in  the  heart  by  the  Spirit  He  is  the  volume  of  the  whole 
book,  every  leaf  and  line  whereof  speaks  of  him,  and  writes 
out  him  in  some  or  ether  of  hii  sweet  and  beautifiil  linea- 
ments. So  that  if  I  should  yet  speak  furlfaer  of  other  things, 
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as  of  meekness,  tenderness,  humility,  men^,  gentleness,  ps- 
tience,  long-suffsring,  contentedness,  &c.  (all  which  I  had 
much  rather  should  be  read  in  his  book,  even  in  the  living 
hook  of  the  eternal  Word,  than  in  my  writings),  I  sliould 
but  speak  further  of  his  nature  brought  up,  manifested,  and 
displaying  itself  in  and  through  the  creatures,  by  his  turn- 
ing the  wheel  of  his  life  in  their  hearts.  But  my  spirit  has- 
tenotli  from  words,  thei'efore  can  I  not  but  cut  short  and 
pass  over  these  openings  in  me,  that  neither  my  own  soal 
nor  others  may  fix  or  stay  upon  words  concerning  the 
thing,  but  may  sink  in  spirit  into  the  feeling  of  the  life  it- 
self, and  may  learn  what  it  is  to  enjoy  it  there,  and  to  be 
comprehended  of  it,  and  cease  striving  to  know  or  compre- 
hend concerning  it.  And  then  I  am  sure  he  that  hath  a 
taste  of  this  cannot  but  be  willing  to  sell  all  the  knowledge 
^  that  can  be  held  in  the  creaturely  vessel,  for  that  knowledge 
\vhich  is  living,  and  is  laid  up  in  that  treasury,  into  which 
the  thief  and  corrupter  can  by  no  means  steal  or  break. 
Yet  somewhat  I  cannot  but  further  add  concerning  peace, 
joy,  liberty,  prayer;  as  also  conceniing  regeneration,  justi- 
tication,  sanctification,  reconciliation,  and  redemption;  be-, 
cause  my  heart  believeth  that  it  may  prove  serviceable  to 
some,  in  the  guidance  and  mercy  of  the  good  Spirit  of  the 
JiOrd. 

CoxcERXixo  Peace,  or  Rest. 

TuuE  peace-  is  the  stillness,  the  q^uietness,  the  satisfied- 
ness  of  the  heart  in  God,  which  fioweth  from  and  with  the 
Spirit  of  life  in  the  soul,  that  is  subjected  to  Christ.  There 
is  indeed  a  kind  of  peace ;  to  wit,  a  false  peace  or  rest  in  sin 
and  unrighteousness;  but  this  is  not  truly  natural  to  the 
^oul  ^vhileiit  lasts,  and  is  likewise  suddenly  disturbed  when 
the  true  light  shines  in  the  Iteart,  and  when  God*s  witnes.s 
awakens  it.  Then  ^Hhere  is  no  peace  to  the  %ncked,  saith 
my  God/*  Oh,  tlie  trouble  and  perplexity  of  the  sinner, 
when  the  light  of  God's  Spirit  nsakes  his  heart  and  way^ 
manifest  tp  hiia!  yea»  tud  ikmt  sovl  also,  wliidi  in  its  dar 
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of  visitation  pants  after  the  Lord,  and  is  willing  to  give  up 
to  the  guidance  of  his  light,  and  waiteth  for  the  directing 
and  redeeming  power  of  his  Spirit;  yet  oh,  what  a  bitter 
war,  noise,  and  tumults  doth  the  enemy  raise  within !  How 
doth  it  disturb  every  step  of  his  way,  and  strive  to  darken 
every  drawing,  motion,  and  leading  of  the  soul  out  of  his 
dominion !  But  as  the  redemption  is  felt,  the  snares  broken, 
the  life  manifested,  and  the  soul  feels  itself  entered  into  the 
nature  and  obedience  of  it;  so  the  peace  springs,  and  the 
rest  in  God  is  tasted  of  and  enjoyed. 

Concerning  Joy. 

Joy  is  the  gladness  of  the  heart  in  God,  chiefly  springing 
from  the  refreshings  and  presence  of  his  life,  which  carries 
through  and  over  all,  even  the  greatest  trials  and  tribula- 
tions. When  the  poor,  panting,  weary  soul,  which  hath 
longed  after  God,  and  long  felt  the  bitterness  and  misery 
of  its  separation,  begins  to  feel  his  love,  and  its  union  with 
him,  in  his  letting  of  it  forth  into  the  heart,  and  its  assur- 
ance of  his  goodness,  righteousness,  power,  wisdom,  and 
salvation,  oh,  how  is  it  filled  with  joy  and  delight  in  the 
earnest  of  its  portion !  Now  saith  it,  in  the  strength  of  life, 
My  soul  rejoiceth  in  God  my  Saviour;  for  he  hath  regarded 
my  low  estate,  his  bowels  have  rolled  towards  me,  his  day- 
spring  from  on  high,  and  his  mercies  from  beneath,  have 
visited  me;  and  I,  who  long  have  been  desolate  and  forsa- 
ken, have  now  found  favor  in  the  eyes  of  my  beloved,  and 
my  heart  feeleth  (in  measure)  that  I  am  his,  and  he  mine, 
who  hath  touched  me,  won  my  heart,  undertaken  for  me, 
and  what  can  separate?  He  hath  tied  the  knot  himself,  and 
what  can  break  it?  And  how  can  my  heart  but  rejoice  in 
his  name  over  all  my  fears,  false  reasonings,  doubts,  and 
misgivings,  which  long  held  me  captive,  and  withheld  my 
eye  from  reading  love,  the  which  was  written  both  in  his 
heart,  and  in  his  dealings  towards  me? 
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GoKCBENnra  LiBSRTT. 

LiCBRTT  is  the  enlargedness  of  the  heart  in  the  Spirit  of 
the  Lord,  wherein  it  bath  scope  iu  all  that  is  good,  and  is 
shut  out  of  all  that  is  evil.  The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  free, 
and  niaketh  free.  The  earthly  spirit  is  in  bondage  with  her 
children;  but  they  which  are  begotten  of  the  Lord,  and 
wrapped  up  in  his  Spirit,  find  the  power  and  freedom  of  ' 
the  new  life  therein,  and  are  thereby  perfectly  out  of  the 
reach  of  that,  which  (let  into  the  m'ud)  hath  power  to  cap- 
tivate and  inthrall.  Therefore  it  is  not  all  manner  of  scope 
and  latitude,  wherein  the  true  liberty  consisteth ;  but  in  the 
scope  and  latitude  proper  to  its  nature.  And  thus  the  in- 
finite and  unliniitable  One  is  limited  (\f  it  be  proper  so  to 
express  it),  even  within  the  limits  and  bounds  of  his  own 
nature  and  Spirit,  which  he  cannot  tmnsgress,  or  in  any 
wise  consent  to.  do  what  is  contrary  thereunto. 

Concerning  Prayer. 

Prayer  is  the  breath  of  the  living  child  to  the  Father  of 
life,  in  that  Spirit  which  quickened  it,  which  giveth  it  the 
right  sense  of  its  wants,  and  suitable  cries  proportionable  to 
its  state,  in  the  proper  season  thereof.  So  that  mark: 
prayer  is  wholly  out  of  the  will  of  the  creature,  wholly  out 
of  the  time  of  the  creature,  wholly  out  of  the  power  of  the 
creature,  in  the  Spirit  of  the  Father,  who  is  the  fountain  of 
life,  and  giveth  forth  breathings  of  life  to  his  child  at  hie 
pleasure. 

CONCBRNINQ  REGENERATION. 

Quest.  1.  What  is  regeneration? 

Ans.  It  is  the  new  birth  of  the  creature,  or  its  being  bom 
again  of  the  immortal  seed  of  the  word  of  eternal  life. 
Quest.  2.  How  is  this  birth  obtained? 
Ans.  By  the  springing  up  of  the  seed  of  eternal  life  in 
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the  heart,  and  the  heart  being  chaoged  into  it,  and  brought 
forth  in  it. 

Qaest.  S.  How  is  the  heart  changed  into  and  brought 
forth  in  the  seed? 

Ans.  By  being  leavened  with  the  power  and  virtue  of  its 
nature  by  a  new  sap  received  from  it^  which  spreadeth  by 
degrees,  and  at  length  becometh  all  in  it. 

Quest.  4.  How  is  this  virtue  received  from  the  seed  ? 

Ana.  In  giving  up  to  it  in  the  faith  which  flows  from  it : 
this  lets  in  the  new  sap  and  nature  of  life,  which  purgeth 
out  the  old. 

Quest.  5.  How  doth  the  seed  appear  and  manifest  itself, 
and  how  is  it  given  up  to  in  the  faith? 

Ans.  It  doth  appear  in  its  own  light  and  quickening  vir- 
tue, which  discovers  the  darkness  and  death  of  sin,  and 
draws  tiie  heart,  which  it  inakes  willing,  out  of  it.  Now  its 
drawings  being  felt,  it  is  well  known,  the  thing  required  by 
it  made  manifest,  there  is  a  faith  herein  begotten  in  the 
heart ;  and  then  the  soul  is  to  give  up  in  the  pbedience  of 
the  faith,  without  consulting  with  the  reasonings  and  wis- 
dom of  the  fleshly  mind,  where  the  enemy  lies  ready  to 
damp  this  light  of  &ith,  and  betraying  into  the  unbelief. 

Concerning  Justification. 

Quest.  1.  What  is  justification? 

Ans.  It  is  the  owning  or  clearing  of  a  person  in  his  obe- 
dience to  the  Lord ;  or  the  pardoning,  passing  by,  and  so 
clearing  him  from  his  disobedience. 

Quest.  2.  Who  is  it  that  justifieth? 

Ans.  It  is  the  Lord,  who  giveth  the  law  to  mankind  ac- 
cording to  his  pleasure;  he  it  is  that  is  also  the  judge  of 
man's  obedience  or  disobedience  thereto,  and  the  proper 
justifier  or  condemner  of  him  therein. 

Quest.  3.  But  is  not  man  in  a  fallen  state?  And  can  he 
.so  obey  God  in  any  thing  as  to  be  justified  by  him? 

Ans.  Man  is  indeed  fallen,  and  hath  no  strength  or  will 
of  himself  to  serve  or  obey  the  Lord;  but  there  is  a  visi- 
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tation  of  life  and  love  (for  Christ's  gake)  iseroifig  forth  to* 
wards  mankind  in  general,  wherein  there  goeth  forth  a 
quickening  life,  and  a  secret,  hidden  virtne,  which  giveth 
ability  to  the  hearts  which  the  Lord  niaketh  willing  to 
follow  his  drawings.  And  this  dispensation  is  so  mana«:ed 
hy  the  Lord*  that  no  man  perisheth  for  want  of  power,  bat 
only  fL*om  the  stubbornneBs  and  choice  of  his  own  will.  So 
thut  man's  destruction  is  indeed  of  himself  everywhere; 
but  nowhere  of  God,  whose  delight  is  to  save,  and  not  to 
destroy,  his  creature,  under  every  dispensation  of  his  life. 

Quest  4.  But  many  men  do  not  know  Christ,  and  how 
can  they  obtain  justification  by  him? 

Ans.  There  is  a  double  knowledge  of  Christ;  outwardly, 
by  a  relation  concerning  him,  and  inwardly,  by  feeling  the 
virtue  of  his  nature.  Now  thus  many  know  Christ,  who 
know  him  not  outwardly.  They  may  have  somewhat  sown, 
touched,  and  raised  by  God,  of  the  nature  of  Christ  in 
them,  and  in  this  they  may  know  the  Father,  and  spring  of 
the  same  nature,  and  be  gathered  in  heart  into  it,  and  so 
come  within  the  line  or  compass  of  the  spiritual  lifo,  where- 
in the  spiritual  blessings  and  mercies  run  and  flow  through 
Christ,  and  for  his  sake.  And  so  here  they  may  see  their 
sins,  and  be  loaded  with  them,  and  feel  the  life  and  virtae 
that  washeth  from  them,  and  that  it  is  in  the  mere  mercy  of 
God,  and  so  be  drawn  out  of  self  into  the  nature,  life,  vir- 
tue, and  power  of  Christ,  which  is  conveyed  in  substance  in 
the  inward  feeling  and  new*creating  of  the  heart. 

Quest.  6.  How  is  this  justification  wiiJuglH? 

Ans.  By  taith  in  the  virtue  which  floweth  from  Christ 
God  letting  in  of  the  nature  of  his  Bon  into  the  heart,  and 
begetting  therein  somewhat  of  his  own  likeness,  in  which 
he  draweth,  and  which  he  giveth  to  believe  in :  this  faith  is 
imputed  by  God  for  righteousness,  in  every  heart  wherever 
it  is  tbund;  and  where  this  faith  in  the  living  virtue  i» 
found,  there  God  blotteth  out  the  iniquities  for  his  name'i 
take;  yea,  and  remiaaion  is  felt  in  that  which  \u  made  living* 
And  tiiere  is  one  near*  ^bo  hath  power  to  bind  or  loose  in 
the  consdencey  according  to  the  nature  of  the  dispensation; 
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and  who  doth  hind  or  loose  in  every  dispensation  as  he 
fiudeth  cause.  But  all  loosiii^s^  of  sins  is  for  Christ's  sake, 
and  through  his  blood;  though  every  one  in  every  dispen- 
sation is  not  able  distinctly  so  to  read  it  Tea,  under  the 
law,  the  remission  was  by  this  sacrifice;  though  many  of 
the  Jews  could  not  read  the  type.  The  promise  is  to  the 
seed  of  the  kingdom,  and  to  man  in  the  s^ed;  and  there 
it  reacheth  him  whenever  it  findeth  him;  for  in  all  his 
gatherings  into,  and  being  found  in,  that,  he  is  blessed. 

Q:i3it.  6.  Then  miy  a  man  be  justified  who  never  heard 
outwardly  of  Christ? 

Ans.  If  he  feel  the  seed  of  life,  be  overcome  by  its  nat* 
ure,  give  up  to  its  law,  as  it  is  made  manifest  in  his  heart, 
abhor  the  nature  and  law  of  sin  and  death,  and  thus  in  soul 
cleave  unto  the  Lord,  and  follow  him  as  he  pleaseth  to  lead, 
the  Spirit  and  life  of  the  Lord  cannot  but  herein  justify 
him ;  and  the  grace  and  mercy  of  the  Lord  cannot  withhold 
giving  him  out  his  pardon  for  his  sins  past  (and  also  pass 
by  his  future  frailties),  although  he  distinctly  know  not 
how  to  sue  out  and  plead  it.  The  redemption  and  pardon 
of  sin  is  through  the  unlimited  grace  of  God:  which  is  not 
restrained  to  the  outward  knowledge  of  the  creature,  but 
issaeth  iorth  according  to  the  capacity  that  Gk>d  creates  any 
where  to  receive  it.  Life,  mercy,  grace,  pardon,  &c.  issue 
forth  from  God  into  the  vessels  of  every  kind,  under  every 
dispensation  that  he  prepareth  for  them:  and  the  inward 
sense  of  life  is  the  thing  that  God  aims  at  in  all  his  dispen- 
sations, and  not  the  outward  skill  or  knowledge,  but  thrusts 
that  by  in  every  dispensation,  except  as  his  inward  life  and 
virtue  is  found  in  it. 

Quest.  7.  How  is  justification  by  grace? 

Ans.  No  man  in  his  fallen  estate  Can  deserve  any  thing 
of  God.  It  46  of  grace  that  God  visits  him  by  any  dispen- 
sation of  his  love  and  mercy.  It  is  of  grace  that  he  giveth 
him  any  ability  to  turn  unto  him.  It  is  of  grace  that  he 
accepts  him  in  turning,  giving  him  a  share  in  the  ransom  he 
hath  found,  which  is  still  in  God*s  eye  in  whatever  he  does 
for  maoi  however  man  may  be  oD^  from  it    Indeed  soeh  is 
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tlic  woaknesB  of  man,  that  no  man  can  be  justified  by  the 
works  of  obedience  that  he  can  perform  under  any  dispen- 
sation, but  only  by  the  remission  and  ability  which  he  re- 
ceives from  grace,  and  wherein  alone  he  can  be  preserved 
nnto  the  end  by  grace.  So  that  in  every  dispensation  it  ij* 
grace  alone  that  saves  (through  the  redemption  which  is  in 
Jesus  Christ),  though  from  the  eye  of  man  this  hath  been 
very  much  hidden  in  divere  dispensations.  Yet,  notwith- 
standing, the  broken  and  humble-hearted  ones  (who  have 
felt  the  inward  power  of  life  to  change  their  natures,  and  to 
presei've  them  in  that  which  God  hath  begotten  in  them), 
the  grace  prevaileth  to  save  in  every  dispensation.  For  if 
is  not  the  outwardness  of  any  dispensation,  but  the  virtue 
let  forth  from  God  in  the  heart,  which  saves.  And  by  this 
the  Lord  can  save  under  any  dispensation,  and  without  this 
there  is  no  salvation  in  any. 

Quest.  8.  What  is  the  righteousness  that  justifieth  in  the 
sight  of  God? 

Ans.  The  righteousness  of  Christ  alone.  This  conveyed 
to  the  creature  in  and  through  the  seed,  and  brought  forth 
in  the  creature  by  the  seed,  and  the  creature  united  to 
Christ  in  the  seed ;  here  is  the  justification  of  the  life.  In- 
deed there  is  also  a  justification  according  to  the  works  of 
the  law,  or  the  crcaturely  obedience,  which  the  Lord  will 
so  far  own  as  the  creature  is  able  to  bring  it  forth:  but  it  is 
the  obedience  of  fiiitb  which  is  the  pleasure  of  his  soul. 
And  the  other  can  hardly  ever  be  perfect,  so  as  the  Lord 
can  spy  no  fault  in  it,  and  may  also  easily  £ftil,  depending 
upon  the  brittle  nature  and  spirit  of  the  creature;  whereas 
this  is  of  an  abiding  nature,  having  its  root  not  in  the  creat- 
ure, but  in  the  seed.  Therefore,  O  all  that  love  life!  de- 
scend from  the  outwardness  of  dispensation  into  the  hidden 
seed,  where  we  may  feel  the  living  God,  and  all  that  are  in 
any  living  dispensation  of  his  life,  as  the  Lord  pleaseth  to 
let  our  spirits  into  him,  and  into  one  another.  And  wait 
for  the  light  and  power  of  this  blessed  day  (which  in  the 
tender  mercy  of  the  Lord  hath  dawned  from  on  high  upon 
ns)  which  discovered  and  maketh  things  known^  not  after 
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the  letter  of  a  dispensation,  but  by  manifesting  their  inward 
nature,  power,  and  virtue  in  the  endless  life,  of  which  Christ 
is  now  become  the  minister  in  the  living  sanctuary  in  those 
whose  hearts  he  hath  new-formed,  and  dwelleth  in. 

Concerning  Sanctification. 

Quest.  1.  What  is  sanctification  ? 

Ans.  It  is  the  cleansing  of  the  vessel  by  the  Spirit  of  the 
Lord,  from  the  pollution  both  of  flesh  and  spirit. 

Quest  2.  And  by  what  doth  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  cleanse 
the  vessel  from  its  pollution? 

Ans.  By  the  living  truth,  which  hath  power  in  it  to 
wash  away  the  deceit,  enmity,  impurity,  and  whatever  evil 
hath  formerly  defiled,  or  may  yet  again  at  any  time  defile 
the  vessel. 

Quest.  3.  IIow  doth  the  soul  receive  this  cleansing  or  pu- 
rifying from  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord? 

Ans.  Li  its  obedience  to  his  truth  made  manifest  in  the 
heart;  for  thereby  the  power  of  the  Word  enters  into  the 
soul,  and  sheds  abroad  its  living  virtue  in  the  soul. 

'Quest.  4.  What  then  is  chiefly  to  be  minded  by  the  soul, 
that  would  be  cleansed  from  its  filthiueas? 

Ans.  The  obedience  of  faith,  or  the  obedience  which 
springs  from  faith.  For  as  all  the  benefits  and  blessings  of 
the  law  depended  upon  obedience  to  the  law;  so  all  the 
benefits  and  blessings  of  the  gospel  depend  upon  obedie.ice 
to  the  gospel.  Yea,  and  this  is  the  glory  and  excellency  of 
the  gospel  that  the  principle  of  faith  there  doth  that  which 
the  principle  of  the  law  could  never  do. 

Concerning  Reconciliation. 

Quest.  1.  What  is  reconciliation  ? 

Ans.  It  is  a  bringing  together  the  minds  and  hearts  of 
Ged  and  man  into  one. 
Quest  2.  How  is  this  wrought? 

Ans.  By  taking  away  the  enmity  of  man's  nature,  which 
Vol.  IL—  83  X 
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is  therein  against  God,  and  by  planting  him  into,  and  caus- 
ing him  to  grow  up  in,  that  nature  and  life  which  God  lov- 
etii,  whereby  that  is  removed  from  man  which  God  hateth, 
and  which  is  the  cause  of  separation ;  and  man  brought  into, 
and  brought  up  in,  that  which  is  the  love  and  delight  of 
God's  heait. 

Quest.  3.  By  what  in  this  reconciliation  wrought? 

Ans.  By  the  Word  of  God's  power.  That  comes  forth 
from  the  love  of  God  unto  man ;  and  man  being  gathered 
out  of  himself  into  that,  the  evil  seed  is  thereby  destroyed, 
and  the  good  seed  of  the  kingdom  thereby  cherished,  and 
groweth  up  in  its  shadow  and  nourishment. 

Quest.  4.  IIow  doth  tlie  Word  work  this? 

Ans.  By  winning  upon  man,  and  gathering  him  into  its 
liglit,  out  of  man's  own  darkness,  exercising  man  various 
ways  to  empty  him  of  himself,  and  make  him  weak  in  him- 
self, and  putting  forth  its  own  strength  in  and  tor  man,  as 
it  hatli  emptied  and  weakened  him  in  himself. 

Quest.  5.  What  then  is  man's  great  advantage  towards 
reconciliation  with  God? 

Ans.  To  become  weak,  to  become  poor,  to  become  help- 
less, to  become  nothing  by  the  frequent  exercises  of  the 
word  of  reconciliation  in  the  heart:  for  the  poor  receive  the 
gospel,  and  the  weak  receive  God's  strength,  and  the  help- 
less his  mercy,  and  the  nothing-ones  his  fulness. 

CoNCERNiNa  Redemption. 

Quest.  1.  What  is  redemption? 

Ans.  It  is  the  purchasing  of  the  vessel  out  of  the  cap- 
tivity and  misery  of  death,  into  the  liberty  and  blessedness 
of  the  divine  life,  sown,  revealed,  grown  up,  and  perfected 
in  the  heart. 

Quest.  2.  Who  is  the  redeemer? 

Ans.  The  Son  of  God,  the  child  of  God's  begetting,  the 
divine  image,  who  naturally  believes  and  fulfils  the  will  of 
the  Father,  in  every  vessel  which  it  hath  prepared. 

Quest.  8.  By  what  doth  he  redeem? 


ISAAC  PKNINGTON.  887 

Ana.  By  his  blood;  by  his  life;  by  his  power;  by  his  nature 
sown  in  the  vessel,  and  transforming  the  vessel  into  its  own 
likeness.  Yea,  this  is  indeed  redemption,  when  the  creat- 
ure is  changed  into,  and  brought  forth  in,  the  image,  power, 
nature,  virtue,  and  divine  life  of  him  that  redeenieth;  and 
the  old  contrary  image  perfectly  blotted  out,  by  the  pres- 
ence and  indwelling  of  the  new.  This  is  perfect  redemp- 
tion, the  leset  measure  whereof  is  redemption  in  a  degree. 

And  after  this  springs  up  the  gh^ry  of  the  life  in  the  ves- 
sel, even  the  glory  which  it  liad  with  tlic  Father  before  the 
world  was.  In  the  nature  of  the  life  the  glory  is. hid:  it  is 
sown  in  the  seed,  it  dies  with  the  .seed,  it  is  raised  with  the 
seed.  Wlien  Zion  in  any  heart  is  built  up,  it  is  natural  to 
the  Lord  to  appear  there  in  his  glory ;  and  the  pure  eye  sees 
it,  and  the  pure  heart  enjoys  and  is  one  witli  it.  So  that  as 
there  is  a  true  entrance  into,  fellowsliip  in,  and  enjoyment 
of,  the  death  of  Christ;  s'>  is  there  also  of  the  resurrection 
and  glory  of  the  redeemed  life;  which  is  the  portion  and 
inheritance  which  God  hath  prepared  for  Zion,  after  her 
long  desolation  and  sore  widowhood;  which  he  will  give 
unto  her  in  the  sight  of  all  the  world,  whereby  she  shall  be- 
come the  beauty,  joy,  and  praise  of  the  whole  earth ;  who 
hath  hitherto  been  the  reproached,  despised,  and  afflicted, 
and  made  a  prey  of,  by  the  several  sorts  of  devouring 
spirits. 

A  Postscript  to  Propessors.  • 

This  I  am  assured  of,  that  it  v^ere  an  easy  matter  with 
the  Lord,  to  give  forth  a  literal  description  of  all  the  things 
of  his  kingdom,  so  exact,  full  and  natural  to  the  thing,  as 
might  answer  and  satisfy  every  inquiring  mind.  But  this 
would  not  eftect  the  work  which  God  is  now  about.  This 
would  not  raise  his  seed,  which  would  lie  dead  and  buried 
under  all  this,  unless  quickened  and  raised  by  the  immedi- 
ate power  and  life  of  the  Father.  Nay,  might  not  the 
earthly  spirit  be  easily  building  with  this  an  earthly  fabric, 
which  would  not  come  within  the  measure  of  the  true  tern- 
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pie?  May  I  speak  freely;  I  would  not  deny  any  thing  of 
God  among  you,  nor  be  an  instrument  to  quench  the  least 
good  in  any  of  yon;  but  indeed  I  have  seen,  I  have  felt 
and  known  some  of  your  snares;  yet  have  rather  spent  ^he 
strength  of  my  spirit  in  crying  to  God  for  you,  that  he  would 
break  them,  and  disentangle  your  souls,  than  in  endeavours 
to  demonstrate  and  manifest  them  unto  you.  And  I  am 
now  touching  at  one  of  them,  which  is  not  the  meanest;  to 
wit,  a  getting  the  knowledge  of  things  into  the  mind  and 
comprehension,  striving  to  grow  rich  there,  and  wise  to  un- 
derstand and  dispute  about  them.  Indeed,  this  is  not  the 
poor  one  which  receives  the  gospel,  and  is  acquainted  with 
the  power  and  virtue  of  eternal  life.  And  if  the  Lord  did 
not  teach  my  soul  continually  to  give  up  the  outward  knowl- 
edge of  every  thing,  and  press  after  the  inward  life,  I  might 
soon  grow  wise  after  the  flesh,  but  lose  the  fresh  oil  whicb 
suppleth  and  nourisheth  me.  My  spirit  boweth  and  press- 
eth  within  me,  in  great  earnestness  to  the  God  of  merciea^ 
that  ye  may  not  be  left  behind  the  flock,  whose  path  is  liv- 
ing, and  who  follow  the  living  footsteps  of  the  Lamb,  who 
leadeth  by  his  living  Spirit  from  life  to  life  into  his  king- 
dom. 
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SOH  B 

QUESTIONS    AND    ANSWERS 

OT  DEEP  CONCKRKMENT  TO 

THE   JEW^S, 

FROM   ONE  WHO  HATII   BEEN  A  WRESTLER  AND  TRAVELLER  WITH 

THE  LORD  OF   LIFE,  FOR  THE  DAY  OF  THEIR 

MERCY   AND   REDEMPTION. 


Quest.  1.  Whether  the  people  of  the  Jews  do  err  in  their 
hearty  from  the  God  of  their  fathers  (in  this  their  sore  dis- 
persion and  final  captivity),  and  arc  not  acquainted  with 
hid  ways,  wherein  he  would  have  theni  walk  with  him,  and 
wait  for  his  mercy  and  redenipti(ni. 

Aus.  That  tliere  is  mercy  towards,  and  redemption  for, 
that  poor,  scattered,  forsaken  people,  my  heart  hath  from 
my  childhood,  and  doth  still  steadfastly  helieve. 

That  there  is  a  way  wherein  they  are  to  worship  the  Qod 
of  their  fatherd,  and  wait  for  his  mercy  and  redemption,  is 
also  the  belief  of  my  heart. 

But  whether  they  do  indeed  know  the  Lord  their  Qod, 
and  the  present  path  wherein  he  requireth  them  to  walk, 
and  so  arc  brought/  into  the  capacity  and  fitness  for  the 
mercy  and  redemption  which  is  in  the  heart  of  the  Lord 
towards  them,  that  I  very  much  doubt  of,  and  in  the  tender 
love  and  good-will  of  my  heart  am  drawn  to  propose  the 
consideration  thereof  to  them. 

The  grounds  of  this  my  doubt  are  chiefly  these  two: 

1.  Because  their  fathers,  who  had  Moses  and  the  proph- 
ets to  instruct  them  in  the  law  of  the  Lord,  and  in  his  ways 
of  worship  and  obedience,  yet  did  err  in  their  hearts  from 
the  Lord  their  God,  hoth  under  the  teachings  of  Moses  and 
of  the  prophets.  ^^It  is  a  people  that  do  err  in  their  heart, 
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»nd  they  have  not  known  my  ways,"  said  the  Lord  concern- 
ing them,  upon  forty  years  trial  of  them  in  the  wilderness. 
Psa.  xcv.  10.  And  Moses  also  complained  unto  all  Israel, 
that  notwithstanding  all  that  they  had  seen  done  by  the 
Lord  in  the  land  of  Egypt;  and  the  great  temptations, 
signs,  and  miracles  in  the  wilderness,  yet  the  Lord  had  not 
given  them  a  heart  to  perceive,  and  eyes  to  sec,  and  ears  to 
hear  unto  this  day.  Dent  xxix.  2,  3,  4.  Neither  did  they 
more  understand  the  mind  of  the  Lord  by  the  ministry  of 
the  prophets,  than  by  Moses;  but  misunderstood  his  way 
of  worship,  misunderstood  his  intent  about  their  sacrifices, 
and  offered  up  the  abomination  of  his  soul ;  even  when 
they  offered  up  the  very  sacrifices  which  he  required,  as  the 
Spirit  of  the  Lord  in  the  prophets  often  testified  unto  them. 
See  Isa.  i.  Isa.  Ixvi.  Mic.  vi.  Ezek.  xx.  with  many  more 
testimonies  of  the  prophets,  pleading  with  them  from  the 
mouth  of  the  Lord. 

Now  if  their  fathers,  in  the  days  of  Moses,  and  in  the 
days  of  the  prophets,  when  they  had  certain  infornmtion 
from  the  mouth  of  the  Lord  concerning  his  ways,  yet  then 
did  err  in  heart,  and  did  not  understand  the  mind  of  his 
Spirit;  how  much  more  probable  is  it  that  these,  in  the 
cloudy  and  dark  day,  when  the  light  (that  shone  upon  their 
fiithers)  is  hid  from  their  eyes,  tliat  these  may  miss  of  the 
mind  of  the  Lord,  and  not  understand  the  way  of  peace 
and  acceptance  with  their  God. 

2.  Because  the  prophets  foretell  of  their  idols  cleaving  to 
them,  and  their  uncleanness  not  being  removed,  but  their 
stubbornness  and  hardness  remaining,  until  the  great  and 
terrible  day  of  the  Lord  God  Almighty,  wherein  his  Spirit 
shall  be  poured  down  from  on  high,  and  they  visited  and 
redeemed  in  the  light  and  power  thereof.  Then  shall 
Ephraim  say  to  his  idols,  "Get  ye  hence;  what  have  I  to 
do  any  more  with  idols?"  Yea  in  that  day  "shall  they  cast 
their  idols  to  the  moles  and  to  the  bats."  Isa.  ii.  20.  For 
the  Lord  will  cleanse  them  from  all  their  uncleanness, 
Ezek.  xxzvi.  29.  and  take  away  the  stone  out  of  their  heart, 
and  make  their  Bpirits  tender  towards  the  God  of  their 
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fethcra ;  insomuch  as  Ephraim  shall  smite  upon  his  thighs 
and  bemoan  his  unaccostomedness  to  the  yoke,  and  eternal 
law  of  the  Spirit  of  his  God,  which  he  hath  not  understood 
in  spirit,  but  been  blinded  about  the  ordinances  of  Moses, 
and  testimonies  of  the  prophets. 

Quest.  2.  Whether  the  Jews  can  possibly  meet  with  the 
blessin»i:3  of  the  Messiah,  while  their  heart  errs  from  the 
God  of  their  fathers,  and  they  do  not  know  his  way. 

Ans.  It.  is  utterly  impossible,  while  they  miss  of  the  path 
wherein  blessedness  is  to  be  found,  to  meet  with  that  bless- 
edness which  the  path  thereof  alone  leads  to.  How  can 
the  heart,  in  erring  from  God,  meet  with  that  which  is 
alone  to  be  found  in  union  and  walking  with  him?  Have 
they  met  with  it  to  this  day?  Or  can  they  ever  meet  with 
it,  till  they  be  taught  and  led  of  the  Lord  to  walk  towards 
it?  Oh  tluit  Israel  knew  the  way  of  life!  Oh  that  their 
hearts  were  turned  toyvards  their  God,  that  they  might  no 
more  die,  nor  be  estranged  from  him  like  the  heathen,  but 
live  the  life  of  the  blessed,  and  enjoy  an  inheritance  in  the 
land  of  the  living! 

Quest.  3.  Is  there  any  way  for  Israel  to  be  cured  of  the 
error  of  their  heart,  that  their  misknowledge  of  God  and 
his  ways  may  be  removed  from  them,  and  they  may  come 
to  a  right  understanding,  and  a  clearness  of  light? 

Ans.  There  is  balm  in  the  land  of  the  living,  which  is 
able  to  cure  all  the  diseases  and  distempers  of  the  dead, 
and  tliere  is  a  physician  who  is  ab^e  to  apply  it.  The  God 
of  Israel  knoweth  the  very  core  of  evil  in  the  heart,  and  all 
the  issues  of  death  from  thence,  and  how  to  tiike  out  the 
core,  and  stop  all  the  issues  of  sin,  death,  and  misery.  The 
Shepherd  of  Israel  understandeth  the  lost  state,  the  wan- 
dering state,  the  sick  state  of  every  lost  soul  in  Israel,  and 
hath  skill  and  remedies  to  recover  and  heal  them  all. 
Ezek.  xxxiv. 

Quest.  4.  What  way  hath  this  skillful  physician  for  the 
cure  of  the  erring  heart  of  his  Israel,  and  to  bring  them  to 
an  acquaintance  with  him  and  his  ways? 
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Ans.  He  hath  divers,  which  are  able  thoroughly  to  effeet 
it.    As : 

1.  By  circumciaing  their  hearts,  or  by  sprinkling  clean 
water  upon  them  to  wash  away  the  filth  of  their  hearts. 
With  him  is  *'the  fountain  of  living  waters,"  and  with  them 
can  he  "wash  away  the  filth  of  the  daughter  of  Zion;**  yea, 
"his  fire  is  in  Zion,  and  his  furnace  in  Jerusalem:"  with 
him  is  "the  spirit  of  judgment  and  the  spirit  of  burning/* 
wherewith  he  can  search  out  a^id  judge  all  the  evil  in  the 
hearts  of  his  people  Israel,  and  burn  it  up. 

2.  By  creating  a  new  heart  and  a  new  spirit  within  them. 
He  can  not  only  take  away  the  heart  of  s:one,  l)ut  he  can 
give  a  heart  of  flesh,  which  shall  be  sensible  and  tender  to 
every  motion  and  impression  of  his  Spirit,  as  the  other  was 
dull  and  hard. 

3.  He  can  write  his  law  in  their  heart,  that  they  may  no 
more  read  in  the  oldness  of  the  letter,  where  life  can  never 
be  learned  (which  is  to  pass  away,  for  the  weakness  and  un- 
profitableness thereof),  but  in  the  newness  of  the  Spirit, 
where  the  new  eye  easily  reads  and  uiulerstands  what  God 
writes  in  the  new  heart  and  mind. 

4.  He  can  put  his  Spirit  within  them,  and  cause  them  to 
walk  in  his  ways,  and  to  keei)  the  statutes  and  judgments 
which  God  writes  in  this  new  book,  even  the  renewed 
heart;  for  this  is  the  book  of  the  new  covenant,  these  are 
the  tables  thereof,  wherein  God  writes  the  law  of  life  eter- 
nal for  his  Israel,  wherein  they  are  to  read,  and  live  forever. 
And  happy  is  that  Israelite  who  waits  for,  and  receives,  the 
Spirit.  To  him  none  of  the  commandments  of  life  are 
grievous,  being  all  quickened  to  him.  in  and  by  the  Spirit 
Bo  that  the  more  the  Lord  writes  in  his  heart,  the  happier 
is  he;  he  thereby  receiving  more  of  the  life  and  power  of 
Qod's  Spirit,  and  learning  thereby  more  of  his  God,  and 
travelling  there-through  further  with  him  into  his  purity 
and  divine  sweetness* 

Quest.  5.  What  way  is  there  for  Israel  to  come  by  this 
cure? 
Ans.  None  but  God's  covenant,  the  covenant  which  God 
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made  with  their  fathers.  Kot  the  covenant  of  the  law  by 
Moses,  but  the  covenant  before  the  law,  which  was  also  re- 
newed by  Moses,  but  was  not  that  covenant  which  God 
made  with  them  in  Horeb,  but  a  covenant  besides,  as  they 
may  read,  Deut.  xxix.  Alas,  alas!  man  can  never  come  to 
lifj  by  hia  obedience;  he  still  falls  short  there;  but  by  re- 
ceiving the  promised  seed,  he  comes  to  be  heir  of  the  prom- 
ise with  the  seed,  and  finds  the  obedience  of  the  seed 
brought  forth  in  him,  through  the  grace  and  mercy  of  God, 
which  breaketh  forth  upon  his  Israel.  Oh  that  the  hearts 
of  Israel  after  the  fleah  were  circumcised  to  hear  this  sound! 
that  they  might  be  turned  in  spirit  towards  the  God  of  life 
and  salvation,  that  from  him  they  might  receive  the  seed  of 
life  into  their  vessels,  that  their  hearts  might  be  purified 
and  made  living  by  the  seed,  and  they  might  there  meet 
with  that,  which  their  fathers  could  never  meet  with  by  the 
law  of  Moses;  nor  indeed  is  never  so  to  be  obtained,  but 
by  the  promise  to  their  fathers,  which  was  before  the  law. 
And  this  must  be  the  way  of  their  restoration  into  favor 
with  God;  to  wit,  not  the  covenant  which  God  made  with 
their  fathers,  when  he  took  them  by  the  hand  to  bring  them 
out  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  but  the  covenant'  by  which  God 
writes  the  law  and  knowledge  of  himself  in  the  heart.  Jer. 
XXXI.  32,  83. 

Quest.  6.  How  may  Israel  come  into  this  covenant  wth 
God  ?  Or  is  there  any  thing  for  them  to  do,  that  they  may 
enter  into  it,  and  reap  the  blessings  of  it? 

Ans.  They  must  mind  the  small  beginnings  of  it,  and 
subject  to  God  therein,  that  they  may  know  its  further 
growth  and  progress  in  them.  He  that  withstands  the  be- 
ginning of  a  thing  can  never  come  to  the  end  thereof.  Now 
the  blessedness  is  chiefly  in  the  end;  but  it  is  not  found  and 
enjoyed  but  by  him  that  meets  with  the  beginning,  and  so 
by  degrees  travels  along  till  he  comes  to  the  end.  And 
here  is  a  great  mystery,  which  the  wisdom  of  man  cannot 
learn  or  understand;  in  that,  though  the  greatest  blessings 
are  contained  in  this  covenant^  yet  the  beginnings  of  it  are 
the  smallest  and  most  contemptible.    The  seed  of  the  prom- 
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ise,  the  seed  of  the  kingdom,  is  the  least  of  all  seeds.  Man 
easily  overlooks  it;  or  if  he  have  a  little  glimmering  of  it, 
readily  despises  it,  as  unlikely  ever  to  have  that  in  it,  or  to 
bring  that  to  pass  for  the  soul,  which  it  desires  and  expects. 
Yet  there  is  no  other  way  to  the  kingdom,  but  by  this  seed 
of  the  kingdom  opening  and  growing  in  the  heart,  and 
gathering  the  heart  into  itself,  leavening  it  (by  its  spreading) 
with  the  leaven  of  life  eternal,  and  purging  out  the  sour 
leaven  of  sin  and  death.  This  then  is  the  path  of  life;  thou 
must  wait  to  feel  the  seed  of  the  kingdom  sown  in  thy  heart 
by  the  good  seeds-man,  and  then  wait  for  thy  gathering  in- 
to it,  and  growth  in  it;  and  by  thy  subjection  unto  it,  and 
its  overspreading  thee  with  the  power  of  life  eternal  (which 
is  in  it,  though  hidden  from  thee),  thou  wilt  find  sin  and 
death,  and  the  power  of  hell,  vanquished  in  thy  heart,  and 
tiiy  heart  fitted  for  the  God  of  thy  life  to  dwell  and  appear 
in,  whose  dwelling  and  appearance  there  will  make  thee 
completely  happy.  Only  if  thou  \vouldst  come  out  of  thy 
captivity  by  the  enemy  of  thy  soul  (whereof  thy  present 
outward  captivity  is  but  a  shadow),  into  the  life  and  rest  of 
thy  God;  take  heed  of  despising  the  day  of  small  things,  or 
tlie  low  voice  of  thy  God  in  thy  heart;  for  therein  are  the 
beginnings  of  life.  And  thou  must  begin  at  the  lowest  step 
that  the  God  of  thy  life  chooseth  for  thee  (and  find  that  wis- 
dom shut  out,  which  would  begin  or  go  on  otherwise  than 
the  Lord  seeth  fit  to  lead  and  teach)  if  ever  thou  euter  into 
the  path  of  life,  or  walk  on  therein  with  thy  God. 

Quest.  7.  How  may  I  know  this  seed  of  life,  or  feel  when 
God  begins  to  sow  it  in  my  heart,  that  I  may  not  turn  from 
the  small  beginnings  thereof,  but  may  find  an  entrance 
into  this  blessed  covenant  of  God  with  my  fathers  before 
the  law? 

Ans,  The  word  or  voice  of  this  seed  is  nigh  thee,  and  it 
hath  a  living  testimony  with  it  for  good,  and  against  evil. 
It  hath  a  living  sparkling  in  the  heart,  whereby  it  is  felt  and 
known  by  those  that  wait  for  its  appearance.  It  naturally 
tarneth  from  the  evil  and  towards  the  good;  and  in  its  mov- 
ing and  appearing  in  theo,  it  will  be  turning  thee  towardj 
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that  whieh  it  naturally  loves,  and  from  that  which  it  natu- 
rally bates.  In  any  such  stirring  in  thy  heart,  there  is  th« 
beginning  of  light  eternal  to  shine  upon  thy  tabernacle;  and 
by  giving  up  and  being  gathered  into  its  warnings  and  mo- 
tions, thou  wilt  fejl  a  touch  of  life,  even  a  quickening  and 
warmth  towards  good,  and  a  beginning  of  deadness  and  dis- 
union with  that  which  is  evil.  And  as  this  is  waited  for 
more  and  more,  it  will  ui)pear  more  and  more  in  the  seasons 
it  sees  fit;  and  as  it  finds  entrance  into  thee,  so  will  it  lead 
thee  into  its  covenant  with  its  God.  Remember,  therefore, 
what  Moses  said  to  thy  fathers  concerning  the  word  of  this 
covenant  ''It  is  very  nigh  unto  thee,  in  thy  mouth  and  in 
thy  heart,  that  thou  mayest  do  it.'*  Deut  xxx.  14.  Thy 
fathers  never  knew  the  virtue  of  this  covenant,  but  were 
drowned  in  misery  for  want  of  minding  it.  And  if  thou 
wcrt  gathered  into  it,  thou  wouldst  meet  with  circumcision 
of  heart,  and  the  new  creation  of  thy  mind  and  spirit,  and 
the  writing  of  the  eternal  law  of  life  there,  and  the  putting 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God  into  thee;  all  which  are  contained 
in  this  covenant,  yea,  wrapped  up  in  the  very  seed  thereof, 
which  is  (in  the  Lord's  times  and  seasons)  smiting  the  seed 
of  the  evil-doer  in  the  hearts  of  the  sons  of  men,  and  striv- 
ing to  gather  them  out  of  the  disobedient  state  and  nature^ 
into  the  obedience  of  the  glimmerings  of  his  light  in  their 
hearts;  which  becomes  a  Uw  of  life  and  power  in  them,  aa 
it  finds  entrance  into,  and  place  in,  them*  Therefore,  O  ye 
sons  of  Abraham  after  the  flesh,  wait  for,  know,  and  bo- 
lieve  in  the  light  of  this  covenant,  and  give  up  to  be  gath- 
ered into  the  holy  seed  thereof,  that  ye  may  become  his 
children  after  the  Spirit,  in  this  new  covenant,  in  this  living 
covenant,  wherein  all  that  enter  live  in  Spirit  and  power  to 
the  God  of  Abraham;  and  not  by  the  works  of  the  law  of 
Moses,  but  by  faith  in  the  living  seed,  become  heirs  and  in- 
heritors of  the  promise  of  eternal  life,  which  is  to  Abraham 
and  his  seed  for  ever. 

O  poor  wandering  Jew !  wait  to  hear  the  cry  of  wisdom's 
voice  in  thy  streets,  discovering  unto  thee,  and  counselling 
thee  against,  the  evil  of  thy  heart  and  ways,  by  the  Word 
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which  19  very  nigh  thee,  in  thy  mouth,  and  in  thy  heart 
And  be  won  upon  by  the  voice  of  wisdom ;  give  it  thy  heart, 
let  it8  power  enter  into  thee.  Take  up  its  cross,  be  willing 
to  be  bound  by  it  from  what  thy  heart  would  run  after,  and 
learn  of  it  to  draw  in  its  yoke,  that  all  may  be  yoked  down 
and  subdued  in  thee,  which  makes  thee  miserable,  that 
thou  mayest  find  a  place  and  honor  in  wisdom's  courts,  and 
be  adorned  with  her  ornaments,  and  partake  of  her  durable 
riches. 

Watch  unto  that  which  reproves  thee  in  thy  heart,  and 
watch  unto  its  reproofs,  that  thou  mayest  be  reformed  by 
it,  and  transformed  into  its  nature,  and  then  thou  wilt  be- 
come a  Jew  indeed;  even  a  Jew  inward,  bom  of  the  im*- 
mortal  seed  of  the  divine  wisdom. 

And  be  not  discouraged,  either  for  want  of  light  to  dis- 
tinguish between  the  good  and  the  evil,  or  for  want  of 
power  to  turn  from  the  one  or  to  the  other,  O  tender-hearted 
ones,  who  find  a  warmth  and  a  willingness  within  to  give 
up  to  the  Lord:  but  wait  his  season,  and  hope  in  his  tender 
bowels,  in  the  midst  of  all  the  roarings  and  cruel  usages  of 
the  enemy,  who  will  b3  striving  to  the  utmost  to  keop  his 
hold  of  his  captive,  and  to  keep  it  back  from  travelling  out  of 
his  dominions  of  death  and  darkness,  towards  the  land  of 
life,  light,  and  peace  eternal !  I  have  had  a  very  hard  travel, 
and  have  felt  his  power  and  cmelty  beyond  measure,  yet 
the  Lord  my  God  hath  helped  me,  and  my  breathings 
abound  toward  the  God  of  my  life  for  his  helping  hand  un- 
to all  that  are  in  heart  turned  towards  him,  how  difficult, 
intricate,  and  impossible  soever  the  enemy  strives  to  make 
the  path  of  life  unto  them.  Oh  !  remember  the  mercy  of 
the  Lord  towards  your  fathers,  who  never  felt  the  strength 
of  the  love  of  this  covenant,  which  the  Lord  is  now  gather- 
ing his  spiritual  Israel  into;  how  he  pitied  them,  how  he 
forgave  them,  how  he  visited  them  with  loving-kindness 
and  mercy  time  after  time!  What  a  stiflT-necked  people 
they  were  when  he  first  chose  them !  how  ready  to  run  a 
whoring  from  him,  and  rebel  afterwards!  And  surely  much 
more  is  to  be  forgiven  in  this  covenant,  and  much  more  is 
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fhfi  help  and  healing  ih^<«of ;  only  let  the  heart  he  true  to 
him,  aceerdiiig  to  tiie  virtue  and  power  of  this  covenant; 
yea,  and  wmt  to  receive  that  also  of  him ;  for  it  is  the  fhiit 
and  blessing  of  the  covenant  in  which  God  healeth  the  haek- 
slidings  of  his  Jjsrael,  and  loveth  them*  freely.  Amen,  amen ; 
O  Lord  God  of  everlasting  and  moat  tender  bowels  of  com- 
passion,  saith  my  soul ! 

Isaac  Penington. 
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QUERIES 

COXCEUXJNG 

THE    ORDER    AND    GOVERNMENT 

OF   THE 

CHURCH   OF  CHRIST. 


Query  1.  Whether  Christ,  who  is  the  head,  Lord,  King*, 
&c,  hath  not  appointed  a  spiritual  order  and  government  to 
he  in  his  church  a»d  congregation. 

Query  2.  Whether  a  spiritual  order  and  goverament  is 
not  ueeftil,  profitable,  and  necee^^ary,  for  the  well-being  and 
right-managing  of  this  spiritual  body  and  holy  society  in 
the  faith  and  life  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  In  natural  so- 
ffieties,  natural  government  and  order  is  profitable  and  ne- 
cessary; and  is  not  spiritual  government  as  profitable  and 
necessary  in  spiritual  societies? 

Query  8.  Did  not  Christ  give  power  of  government  to 
his  apostles  and  ministers,  at  the  first  publication  of  his 
everlasting  gospel  ?  All  power  was  given  him  in  heaven 
and  in  earth ;  and  did  not  he,  who  had  all  power  given  him, 
give  power  to  his  apostles  and  ministers,  to  preach  his  ever- 
lasting gospel  to  the  world,  to  gather  his  sheep  out  of  the 
Vol.  IL—  34 
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world,  and  to  wateh  over  tkem,  cfwenee  thfim,  repio^e,  n* 
hort,  admonUhy  build  up  in  the.  holy  ftitb,  and  cot  off  and 
cast  ont  that  wlii(di  was  anholy,  and  would  diapnte  agidnst, 
but  not  submit  unto,  the  Spirit,  life,  and  power  of  truth? 

Query  4.  Did  not  Christ  give  them  gifts  also  answerable; 
spirits  oi  discerning,  that  they  might  be  eyes  to  the  body; 
and  quick  ears  that  they  might  hear  for  the  body?  For 
though  the  Lord  hath  given  every  one  an  eye  and  an  ear, 
as  to  themselves;  yet 'every  one  is  not  made  by  the  Lord 
an  eye  or  ear  unto  the  body;  but  this  is  appointed  tor,  and 
given  to,  those  to  whom  the  Lord  pleases,  who  hath  or- 
dered all  things  wisely,  carefully,  and  tenderly  for  the  good 
of  all. 

Query  5.  Were  there  not  titles  given  them  suitable  to 
their  offices  and  services  in  this  kind,  as  pastors  or  shep- 
herds after  GK)d*8  heart,  according  to  the  promise  of  the 
new  covenant,  overseers  or  bishops,  such  as  watch  .for  the 
soul;  such  as  were  not  only  to  lay  the  foundation,  but  also 
carry  on  the  building  even  to  perfection,  even  till  they 
were  able  to  present  the  gathered  and  quickened  souls  a 
chaste  virgin  to  Christ?  and  were  .they  not  to  watch  against, 
testify  against,  and  in  the  power  and  authority  of  the  Lord 
to  strike  at,  all  that  was  contrary,  and  would  endeavor  to 
interrupt,  overturn,  and  destroy  their  work,  which  was  o( 
in,  and  from,  the  Lord? 

Query  6*  Whether  the  body  and  common  members  of 
the  chufches  were  not  to  hearken  to  these  ('^He  that  know* 
eth  Gk>d,  heaieth  us.*'  1  John  iv.  6.);  to  obey  them  in  the 
Lord,  to  submit  to  this  ministry,  and  their  work  in  it,  iu 
the  L(»rd;  to  receive  the  word  of  truth  and  holy  exhorta- 
tions and  admonitions,  milked  out  by  these  to  tiiem  from 
the  breast  of  life.  And  were  not  they  that  did J^Avken  and 
obey  commended?  And  were  not  the  other  that  were  not 
subjected,  but  slighted  them,  and  their  ministry  and  au- 
thority, testified  against  as  disorderly  and  unruly? 

Query  7.  Were  there  not  some  relics  of  this  order  and 
government  all  along  the  iq^ostasy,  in  the  true  church  and 
ministry  thereof?    For  there  batii  been  a  church  and  a  mia- 
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istry  all  along  the  apostasy,  blessed  be  ibe  name  of  the 
Lord;  though  not  so  visible  and  outwardly  glorious,  as 
many  (who  have  erred  from  tbe  Spirit  and  way  of  truth, 
and  are  out  of  the  holy  understanding)  woruld  make  it  It 
is  true,  the  church  hath  been  as  in  a  wilderness,  desolate, 
as  a  woman  forsaken,  as  a  widow,  bereft  of  her  husband, 
stripped  of  her  children,  her  visage  marred,  her  witnesses 
mourning,  nothing  of  her  beauty,  former  estate,  or  glory, 
to  be  discerned  or  found  out;  yet  afl  hath  been  preserved 
in  the  root,  and  there  have  been  some  shootings  and  sprout- 
ings  of  it  forth,  which  have  been  inwardly  felt  by  that 
which  is  of  God  in  the  heart,  though  not  outwardly  seen 
by  man*s  eye.  Thus  the  witnesses  have  had  a  ministry, 
have  had  the  testimony  of  Jesus,  even  the  Spirit  of  proph- 
ecy, all  this  dark  night  of  apostasy,  and  in  it  have  spoken 
mourningly  to  the  world,  and  to  the  captivated  souls,  which 
that  which  was  of  God  in  his  hath  hearken«l  to;  and  thero 
hath  been  a  bowing  and  subjection  of  spirit  in  the  Lord. 
Oh  read  this,  and  praise  the  name  of  the  Iiord,  for  his 
mercy  to  his  in  former  generations,  ye  who  are  now  gath- 
ered into  his  pure  light  and  living  power,  from  whom  the 
night  is  past,  and  on  whom  the  day,  the  everlasting  day^ 
spring  from  on  high,  is  risen !  ^ 

Query  8.  After  the  apostasy,  doth  not  Gk>d  renew  his 
commission,  and  send  forth  his  angel  (for  they  are  all  but 
one)  to  preach  his  everlasting  gospel?  And  doth  not  he 
give  them  power  to  preach  to  the  worid,  and  to  gather 
those,  that  hear  the  everlasting  voice  through  them,  into 
holy  assemblies,  separated  in  spirit,  nature,  and  appearance 
from  the  world?  And  have  they  not  authority  and  gifts,  as 
well  to  build  up  as  to  plant?  And  ought  not' those  that 
are.  gathered  by  them,  as  well  to  be  subject  to  the  light. 
Spirit,  power,  and  authority  of  the  Lord  in  them,  as^the 
former  to  the  former  ministers  of  the  Lord?  Oh  th&t  the 
world  knew  them!  Oh  that  the  world  knew  the  appear- 
ance of  God  in  them !  Surely  then  they  would  bow  to  the 
word  of  truth,  and  the  glorious  appearance  thereof;  and 
happiness  both  inward  and  outward  would  break  forth 
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upon  the  earth.  There  would  be  no  misery,  sorrow,  nor 
diBtress  in  nations,  if  the  dispensations  of  life  from  God 
liad  but  their  course  in  the  earth;  yea,  nations  and  persons, 
that  are  now  deadly  sick,  would  soon  be  healed,  did  they 
but  cat  of  the  leaves  of  the  tree  of  life,  which  are  appointed 
by  God  for  their  healing,  and  can  easily  heal  those  wounds, 
and  repair  those  breaches,  which  the  wisdom  or  counsels  of 
mau  cannot  heal  or  repair.  And  oh,  that  they  that  are 
gathered  might  keep  and  be  preserved  in  that  sense  and 
subjection,  which  they  had  and  received  from  the  Lord  in 
the  day  of  their  conviucement!  Oh,  how  beautifiil,  how 
X^recious,  how  glorious  was  the  ministry  and  ministers  of 
God  in  their  eye  then !  And  to  those  that  are  still  there, 
they  are  stiU  precious;  and  to  those  that  grow  there,  they 
are  yet  more  precious.  But  those  that  enter  into,  or  arc 
ensnared  in  another  thing,  which  leadetii  from  the  true 
Spirit,  lose  the  sight  and  sense  which  they  then  had,  and 
instead  thereof  are  filled  with  prejudices  and  wise  reason* 
ings,  which  to  them  may  seem  veiy  strong  and  undeniable, 
though  truth,  and  the  true  spiritual  eye,  sense,  and  under- 
standing easily  pierces  through  them,  and  preserveth  those, 
who  abide  single  in  it,  io  the  Lord.  ' 

Now  agajpst  this  holy  order  and  government  appointed 
by  God^  there  may  arise,  in  some  hearts,  some  such  objec- 
tions as  these  following* 

Ol>j«  1.  But  is  not  this  a  turning  away  from  the  measure 
of  life  in  a  man's  own  vessel,  to  another  man's  measure? 

Aus.  Waiting  on  God  in  his  ordinances  and  appointments, 
and  upon  the  ministry  which  he  hath  set  up,  the  measure 
of  life  in  him  teacheth;  and  it  is  not  a  turning  from  the 
measure,  but  a  subjeeting  to  the  Lord  in  the  measure  of  his 
life,  so  to  teach  and  do.  The  measure  of  his  life  taught  me 
thus  to  do  at  first,  and  teacheth  me  to  do  so  still ;  and  will 
teaeh  so  still,  all  that  hearken  to  it.  It  did  not  teach  sub- 
jection in  the  apostles'  days  to  the  ministry  th^i,  and  an- 
other thing  now  to  the  ministry  now.  But  Christ  is  the 
same  to-day  as  yesterday;  his  \i£t  the  samie,  his  Spurtt  the 
samflf  its  doctrine  and  teaching  the  same:  and  that  of  God 
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in  the  coBficience  wiUiin  Aoewers  the  pare  voiae  when  it 
Monies  to  the  ear  without.  If  life  speak  in  one  vessel,  and 
its  voice  he  not  heard  or  owned  by  another  vessel,  the  pure 
ear  (in  that  other  vessel)  is  not  at  that  time  open,  hut  there 
is  somewhat  there  that  obstructs.  And  if  the  pure  ear  of 
the  sheep  be  not  open  to  hear  the  voice  of  the  Shepherd, 
but  it  bo  accounted  strange,  it  is  much  if  the  other  ear  in 
that  vessel  be  not  opened  to  hear  the  voice  of  the  stranger, 
und  to  Jook  upon  it  as  the  voice  of  the  Shepherd,  it  agree- 
iug  with  that,  and  answering  to  that,  which  now  goeth  for 
the  voice  of  the  measure  of  life  in  that  heart.  He  that  hath 
an  car,  let  him  hear;  for  it  is  eai^y  being  taken  in  this  snare, 
and  the  danger  thereof  is  very  great. 

Obj.  2-  Is  not  the  least  measure  of  life  in  any  vessel  (if 
subjected  to,  waited  ou,  and  believed  in)  sufficient  to  in- 
struct and  build  up  into  a  perfect  man  in  God? 

Ads.  The  sufficiency  of  the  grace  of  God,  turned  to,  and 
waited  upon,  there  is  n^tliiag  in  my  heart  either  to  under- 
value myself,  or  to  teach  others  so  to  do.  Kor  when  God 
did  appoint  a  ministry  to  gather  and  build  up  his  church, 
do  I  believe  he  did  intend  therein  to  undervalue  the  suffi- 
cieucy  of  his  grace:  yea,  I  verily  believe,  that  the  grace  of 
God,  turned  and  hearkened  to,  and  followed  by,  any  soul 
in  the  darkest  part  of  the  earth,  hath  sufficiency  in  it  to 
save,  and  will  save  that  soul,  though  there  be  none  out- 
wardly to  minister  to  it,  or  lielp  it.  Yet  this  I  also  believe, 
that  as  there  is  a  sufficiency  in  every  measure  of  life  to  the 
work  God  hath  appointed  for  that  measure;  so  there  is  a 
greater  sufficiency  in  the  growth  and  fuller  proportion  of 
life ;  and  the  lesser,  the  weaker,  the  poor,  the  afflicted,  the 
babes,  are  to  be  helped  by  the  stronger,  especially  in  their 
darknesses,  afflictions,  temptations,  &c.  And  so  the  greater 
and  stronger  in  the  life.  Spirit,  and  power  of  the  Lord,  is  a 
strength  and  blessing  to  the  weaker;  which  the  weaker 
making  use  of  in  the  guidance  of  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  (in 
the  sense  and  benefit  of  the  sweet  help  and  relief  which 
often  the  Lord  pleasetli  to  give  forth  thereby),  will  find  just 

34* 
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cause,  and  be  often  drawn,  to  Wess  the  name  of  the  Lord 
for. 

The  measure  of  life  in  the  vessel  teacheth  to  subject  to 
thtf  Spirit  of  the  Lord,  and  his  life  in  othera;  which  the 
measure  of  life  in  any  never  refuseth,  but  still  knoweth 
(when  awake  and  living  in  the  vessel)  its  own,  and  hath,  at 
least,  a  secret  sense  of  it,  and  unity  with  it.  *  But  that  whicli 
pretends  to  set  up  the  measure  of  life  as  a  teacher,  other- 
wise than  God  hath  appointed,  and  in  opposition  to  the 
teaching  and  ministry  which  he  hath  appointed,  and  to  liis 
ijift  in  those  vessels,  which  is  a£  well  for  the  building  up 
and  perfecting  of  the  body,  as  for  the  gathering;  that  is  an- 
other thing  in  that  vessel  that  doth  so,  than  the  measure  of 
life;  another  spirit,  another  nature,  another  car,  than  that 
that  first  heard.  And  though  it  seem*to  cry  up  the  suffi- 
ciency of  the  measure  of  life,  and  to  plead  for  that  (and  per- 
haps the  creature  thinks  it  is  really  ^o);  yet  this  is  not  the 
intent  of  the  spirit  in  the  vessel,  but  to  cry  up  itself,  and  to 
make  its  voice  go  for  the  voice  of  the  measure  of  life:  ami 
so  such  err  from  the  faith,  the  truth,  the  Spirit,  the  measure 
of  life,  and  are  in  the  nature,  spirit,  and  measure  of  another 
thing;  which  is  indeed  death,  though  they  see  it  not,  but 
look  upon  themselves  as  gloriously  living,  and  abiding  in 
the  pure  doctrine  and  principle  above  others. 

Now  to  help  these  a  little  out  of  the  snares  and  deep  en- 
tanglements of  the  enemy,  if  the  Lord  please,  I  would  ear- 
nestly press  the  consideration  of  this  upon  them.  Did  not 
tlie  apostles  preach  up  the  measure  of  life,  the  gmce  of  God 
in  their  day,  Christ  within,  the  word  of  faith  nigh  in  the 
mouth  and  heart,  the  anointing  within,  its  snfHcicncy  to 
teach  all  things,  &c.  And  yet  did  they  so  preach  it  as  to 
overthrow  the  ministry,  or  the  gifts  or  soiTicc  either  tow- 
ards them  that  were  without,  or  them  that  were  within? 
Had  they  not  power  over  them  in  the  Lord?  AVere  they 
not  to  teach  them,  to  instruct  them,  to  build  them  up  in  the 
holy  faith,  and  also  to  watch  against  wolves  and  devouring 
spirits,  which  would  strive  to  enter  the  flock  in  sheep's 
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clothing,  and,  as  preachers  of  righteousness,  to  make  a  prey 
of  the  innocent  life  in  the  npright-hearted,  if  possible? 

Obj.  8.  But  those  who  have  ministered  from  the  Lord, 
and  whose  miuistry^I  have  felt  and  owned,  and  in  the  dis- 
tress and  affliction  of  my  soul  have  had  recourse  to,  hoping 
that  they  might  have  a  sense  of  my  condition,  and  give  mo 
proper  advice  r  yet  they,  instead  thereof,  have  turned  me  to 
his  witness  tl^at  wounded  me,  counselling  me  to  wait  on  the 
Lord  there,  and  have  they  not  also  told  us,  that  if  they 
themselves  should  turn  from  the  things  they  have  declared, 
this  truth  would  abide  for  ever;  to  wit^  that  man  is  to  keep 
to  the  measure  of  life  in  his  particular? 

Ans-  It  is  true;  a  man  is  to  keep  to  the  measure  of  life 
in  his  own  particular.  They  taught  this  then;  they  teach 
it  now.  We  practised  it  then ;  wo  are  to  practise  it  now. 
in  this  measure  of  life  we  received  them  then ;  and  in  this 
measure  of  life  (if  we  abide  still  in  it)  we  shall  receive  them 
now,  and  feel  their  growth  in  the  ability,  gift,  and  power  of 
the  Lord. 

And  when  any  come  to  them  for  advice,  they  are  to  wait 
on  the  Lord,  to  feel  in  him  their  state  who  come,  and  to 
give  forth  what  the  Lord  gives  them ;  whether  words  from 
the  Lord  to  the  partj'  concerning  his  state,  or  directions  to 
retire  in,  and  wait  for,  his  more  immediate  appearance  in 
their  OM£n  measures.  For  when  we  feel  the  presence  and 
mighty  power  of  God  in  them,  we  are  too  apt  to  look  at 
them,  and  then  a  word  may  come  (proper  to  our  estates)  to 
recall  us  to  retire  to  our  measure.  And  when  we  feel  im- 
mediate relief  from  the  Lord,  and  his  appearing  to  us  in 
our  retiredne^s  in  our  own  spirits,  then  we  may  be  apt  to 
despise  the  gifts  and  service  of  others;  and  then  another 
word  may  come  from  them,  proper  to  our  state  then,  to 
warn  us  not  to  despise  prophesying,  or  the  gifts,  power, 
and  authority  of  life  in  others.  Now  both  these  are  proper, 
useful,  and  weighty  in  their  seasons,  when  given  forth  by 
the  Spirit  of  the  Lord.  Nor  are  they  contradictory  one  to 
the  other,  but  subsen'ient  in  their  seasons  and  places,  which 
that  which  is  of  God  feels;  but  that  which  is  erred  from 
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God,  aad  joined  to  another  (tinder  a  &Ue  repreaentatioii 
and  belief  of  things)  feels  not,  but  finds  a  seeming  ^Ser- 
ence,  and  sets  them  at  variance  one  with  another,  as  if  they 
could  not  stand  together.  And  this  is  the  false  nature,  the 
false  spirit,  the  false  appearance  of  life,  which  appears  as  if 
it  were  the  measure  of  the  pure,  true  life,  but  is  not  This 
is  the  false  woman,  the  false  wisdom,  whose  heart  is  as 
snares  and  nets,  and  her  hands  bands.  Whoso  pleaseth  God 
(abiding  in  the  measure  of  his  truth)  shall  escape  her;  but 
the  sinner  (that  departs  therefrom)  shall  be  taken  bj  her. 
Therefore  fear  the  Lord,  come  to  that  which  first  convinced; 
to  the  first  truth,  to  the  first  sense,  to  the  first  love,  &c.,  and 
all  these  imaginations  of  the  miud,  and  subtle  devices  of 
the  enemy,  will  fly  away,  and  thy  poor  entangled  soul  be 
delivered,  as  a  bird  out  of  the  snare  of  the  fowler. 

If  the  enemy  should  directly  cry  out  against  God,  or  his 
Christ,  or  his  grace,  or  the  measure  of  his  truth,  he  would 
easily  be  espied  and  turned  from.  Therefore  he  teachetb 
to  cry  up  these  in  a  wrong  spirit  and  judgment,  and  after  a 
wrong  manner,  t&  undermine,  betray,  and  lead  the  heart 
from  tliat  secretly,  which  openly  it  would  never  hear  any 
thing  against.  Now  those  that  are  thus  deceived,  are  ex- 
ceedingly to  be  pitied,  and  their  deliverance  from  their  en- 
tanglements and  captivities  to  be  breathed  after,  and  waited 
for.  For  I  may  say,  in  truth  and  upright  sense  of  heart, 
there  are  many  that  look  towards  Zion,  who  yet  are  igno- 
i*ant  of  the  devices  and  sleights  of  Satan,  to  entangle  them 
in  their  way;  and  some  are  caught  in  his  snares  (like  fool- 
ish birds  catching  at  the  chaff,  which  makes  the  bigger 
show,  instead  of  the  wheat),  losing  the  substance  for  a 
shadow;  the  life  and  power  in  the  heart,  for  a  notion  and 
conceit  in  the  brain.  And  these  are  wise  iu  their  own  eyes, 
so  that  indeed  it  is  very  hard  to  reach  or  recover  them ;  yea, 
much  harder  than  it  was  at  first,  because  they  are  become 
more  rooted  and  settled  in  the  wrong  ground  (yea,  in  a 
worse  earth)  than  they  were  when  they  were  first  reached 
to  by  the  power  of  truth.  Yet  over  thes^  tliere  is  a  deep 
lamentation,  and  for  these  a  sore  travel,  which  the  Lord 


ISAAC  PININOTON.  405 

God  bless  and  prosper,  for  their  recovery  unto  that  from 
whid^p  thi'ough  mistake,  they  have  erred, 

Obj.  4.  If  any  man  hath  received  a  gift  of  ministry,  he 
hath  received  it  of  the  Lord;  and  its  end  being  to  gather  to 
the  Lord,  they  that  by  it  are  gathered,  are  to  be  delivered 
up  to  the  Lord,  that  he  (as  king,  priest,  and  prophet)  may 
govern,  &c. 

Ans.  The  end  of  the  ministry  is  not  only  to  gather,  but 
also  to  preserve  and  build  up  what  is  gathered,  even  to  per- 
fectionp  And  the  soul  being  {^especially  at  first,  if  not  for  a 
long  time)  weak  and  babish,  not  so  fully  acquainted  with 
the  measure  of  life  (having  had  but  some  touches  and  dem- 
onstrations of  it,  but  not  being  gathered  ftilly  inta  it,  nor 
rooted  and  settled  in  it) ;  I  say,  the  soul  in  this  state,  hatli 
as  much  need  of  the  ministry  to  preserve,  direct,  Bad  watch 
over  it  in  the  truth,  as  to  gather  it  out  of  the  world.  There- 
fore the  Father,  in  his  tender  mercy  and  love,  hath  ap- 
pointed those  who  are-grown  in  his  life  (and  in  the  power 
and  authority  of  his  Spirit)  to  oversee,  watch  over,  instruct, 
and  take  care  of  .the  flock,  so  as  they  may  ^ve  to  him  an 
account  of  their  souls;  and  in  their  care,  diligence,  and 
faithfulness,  they  £u*e  owned  and  blessed  of  the  Lord;  and 
the  other  in  their  holy  fear,  reverence,  and  subjection. 
Now  this  is  right  order  from  God,  wherein  the  safety  of  the 
flock  consists;  but  out  of  this  is  danger  and  confusion, 
which  the  measure  of  life  teacheth  to  avoid. 

Obj.  5.  But  in  a  case  of  doubt  or  difieretnce,  which  shall 
be  the  judge;  the  measure  of  life  within,  op  the  testimony 
of  others  without?  Shall  I  judge  as  I  feel  the  thing  in  the 
measure  of  my  own  life?  Or  shall  I  submit  to  others 
against  my  own  sense  and  judgment,  because  I  have  an  es- 
teem of  them,  as  being  much  above  me  in  the  growth, 
sense,  and  understanding  of  truth? 

Am.  It  is  a  great  matter  to  judge  aright,  and  to  discern 
and  know  the  measure  of  truth  (the  voice,  motion,  and 
judgment  thereof)  from  all  tiiie  enemy's  &Ise  appearaaoes, 
and  from  all  the  deceits  of  the  heart.  This  is  most  certain; 
Jemaalem  (tiie  heavenly  buildiag,  the  dmcoh  of  tiie  first- 
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bom)  18  at  unity  wfth  itself.  Truth  is  pure,  eternal,  un- 
changeable, always  the  same ;  the  same  in  every  member, 
in  every  vessel,  throughout  the  whole  body. 

And  this  I  may  say  concerning  its  appearance  in  this  our 
age,  Was  ever  the  like  unity  known  and  brought  forth  since 
the  days  of  the  apostles?  How  hath  the  Spirit  been  One, 
the  demonstration  and  testimony  of  truth  One,  the  doctrine 
One,  the  conversation  and  practices  One  in  us  all !  Why, 
or  how  so?  Because  we  have  had  our  begetting,  birth,  and 
teaching  from  the  same  life,  tlie  same  Spirit;  the  same 
fountain  springing  up,  and  opening  in  us  all,  that  have 
been  gathered  into  its  nature  and  power.  Now  from  this 
fountain,  from  this  spring  of  life,  never  issueth  any  thing 
that  is  contrary  to  the  life  in  any.  Therefore  if  there  ap- 
pear a  contrarieiy,  there  must  be»  a  waiting  to  feel  who 
is  erred  from,  or  at  least  not  yet  fully  gathered  into,  the 
measure  of  life.  And  such  as  are  of  an  inferior  stature 
and  growth  in  the  body,  are  (in  an  especial  manner)  to 
watch  and  wait  in  sobriety  and  fear,  till  the  Lord  clear  up, 
and  make  things  manifest;  and  likewise  in  the  mean  time 
to  take  heed  of  a  hasty  concluding,  according  to  what  ris- 
eth  up  in  the  understanding  or  judgment  (though  with  ever 
so  great  a  seeming  clearness  and  satisitiction)  as  if  it  must 
needs  be  of  and  from  the  life  in  the  vessel. 

It  is  not  an  easy  matter,  in  all  cases,  clearly  and  under- 
standingly  to  discern  the  voice  of  the  Shepherd,  the  motion5< 
of  God's  Spirit,  and  certainly  to  distinguish  tfaeVneasure  of 
life  from  all  other  voices,  motions,  and  appearances  what- 
soever. Through  much  growth  in  the  truth,  through  much 
waiting  on  the  Lord,  through  much  fear  and  trembling, 
through  much  sobrictj'  and  meekness,  through  much  exer- 
cise of  the  senses,  this  is  at  length  given  and  obtained. 
And  yet  there  is  a  preservation  in  the  mean  time  to  that 
which  is  lowly  and  submissive,  looking  up  to  the  Lord  con- 
tinually, and  not  trusting  to  its  own  understanding,  sense, 
and  judgment.  But,  that  which  is  hasty  and  confident,  and 
so  ready  to  plead  for  its  own  sense  and  judgment,  accord- 
ing to  the  measure  of  life,  as  it  calls  it;  tlmt  ia  commonly 
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oat,  entexed  into  the  tmmg  qwity  ^mdbig  and  oontmcyaig 
for  it  knowB  not  what^  and  is  veiy  apt  to  jodge  and  con- 
demn others  in  that  very  respect,  wherein  itself  is  most 
justly  and  righteously  judged  and  condemned  by  the  Lord, 
even  by  his  pure  life  and  Spirit  in  his  people. 

This  then  is  in  my  heart  to  say  in  short  to  this  olgectiion: 
Let  the  measure  of  life  judge  freely  in  thee  at  any  time  con- 
cerning any  thing,  and  that  judgment  will  stand  for  ever. 
But  be  thou  wary,  wait  on  the  Lord,  that  thou  mayest  be 
sure  thou  dost  not  mistake  in  thy  own  particular,  calling 
that  life  which  the  Lord  and  his  people  know  to  be  others 
wise.  For  if  so,  thon  departest  from  the  unity  and  bond  of 
the  Spirit,  and  from  the  true  sense  and  judgment,  and  giy- 
est  deceit  an  advantage  over  thee,  even  to  lay  a  foundation 
of  destroying  thee.  Likewise  those  who  are  to  watch  over 
thee  in  the  Lord  (to  lay  this  truth  before  thee,  to  exhort 
and  reprove  thee,  as  occasion  is)  that  they  may  give  an  ao- 
count  of  thy  soul  to  him,  cannot  do  it  with  joy  and  rejoic- 
ing in  his  presence,  but  with  grief  and  lamentation  of  heart; 
which  is  not  at  all  profitable,  but  very  unprofitable  for  thee. 

Kow  for  a  close :  there  are  some  considerations  spring* 
iug  up  in  my  heart  concerning  unity,  which  I  find  drawings 
here  to  annex,  in  true  love  and  tenderness,  for  the  use  and 
service  of  others;  which  are  as  follow: 
.J..  Unity  in  the  spiritual  body,  which  is  gathered  into 
and  knit  together  in  the  pure  life,  is  a  most  natural  and 
comely  thing.  Yea,  it  is  exceedin^g-  lovely  to  find  all  that 
are  of  the  Lord  of  one  heart,  of  one  mind,  of  one  judgment, 
in  one  way  of  practice  and  order  m  all  things. 

2.  The  Lord  is  to  be  waited  upon  for  the  bringing  forth 
of  this  in  the  body ;  that  as  there  is  a  foundation  of  it  laid 
in  all  (the  life  and  spring  being  over  all),  so  all  may  be 
brought  by  him  into  the  true  and  full  oneness. 

3.  The  Lord  is  to  be  acknowledged  and  praised  in  .the 
bringing  of  it  forth  (so  fitr  as  it  is  brought  forth),  and  to  be 
waited  upon  for  the  further  perfecting  of  it. 

4.  A  watch  is  to  be  kept  (throughout  the  whole  body, 
and  in  every  heart)  for  the  prcscmng  of  it,  so  far  as  it  is 
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l^roQi^  &»&,  tbat  the  Mmir,  by  no  derioe  or  subtlety, 
eiune  ^anion  or  deference  in  auj  respect,  wlierein  there 
.WM  once  a  tnie  unity  and  oneness.  For  the  enemy  will 
watch  to  divide;  and  if  he  be  not  watched  against,  in  that 
which  is  able  t#  discover  and  keep  him  out,  by  some  device 
or  other  he  will  take  his  advantage  to  make  a  rent  (in  those 
that  are  not  watchftrl),  from  the  pore  tnith  and  nnity  of  life 
in  the  body.  For  he  that  in  the  least  thing  rents  from  the 
body  (in  any  respect  or  particular  which  was  bronght  forth 
Jiy  the  life),  he  in  that  respect  hearkens  to  another  spirit, 
oven  the  dividing  spirit,  and  by  its  instigation  rents  from 
the  life  itself,  and  so  doth  not  keep  bis  habitation,  nor  his 
unity,  with  that  which  abides  in  its  habitation. 

Now  it  is  also  in  my  heart,  for  the  perfecting  of  this  close, 
to  mention  a  few  things  (in  the  same  love  and  tenderness) 
which  I  have  found  heli>fnl  to  roe  towards  the  preserving 
of  me  in  unity  with  the  body.  Perhaps  it  may  please  the 
Lord  to  refresh  some  others  by  the  mention  of  them,  and  to 
make  them  useful  and  helpful  to  them  also. 

1.  The  first  is,  the  pure  fear  of  the  Lord.  This  poiseth  and 
«^uardeth  the  mind,  keeping  down  fleshly  confidence  and 
eonceitedness  (which  is  very  apt  to  spring  up  J,  making  it 
wary  and  considerate  either  of  what  it  receives  or  rejects; 
of  what  it  practiseth,  or  forbeareth  practising;  causing  it 
to  wait  much,  try  much,  and  consult  much  with  Ac 
Lord,  and  with  his  ministers  and  people,  and  preserves  out 
of  thai  suddenness  and  inconsiderateness  of  spirit,  at  which 
the  enemy  often  enters.  For  truth  is  weighty,  and  will 
bear  trial,  and  the  more  it  is  tried  in  the  balance,  the  more 
manifest  its  nature  and  ways  appear:  but  the  enemy's  ap- 
pearances and  likenesses  are  not  so ;  but  their  deceit^  by  a 
thorough  trial,  comes  to  be  made  manifest 

2.  The  second  is,  humility  of  heart.  This  is  very  precious, 
and  of  a  .preserving  nature.  Yea,  in  this  atate  the  Lord 
helpeth  and  teacheth;  and  the  soul  also  (in  this  state)  is  fit 
to  receive  the  help  and  teachings  of  the  Lord.  That  which 
is  lifted  up  and  conceited  (ready  to  justify  its  own  way,  and 
condemn  even  the  whole  body)  is  neither  fit  to  be  taught 
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hy  the  Lord,  nor  doth  the  Lord  delight  (but  rather  disdain) 
to  teach  it.  And  so  not  being  taught  by  him,  it  must  needs 
•be  liable  to  err;  yea,  to  hearken  to  that  spirit,  whose  voice 
U  more  pleasing  and  suitable  to  the  erring  mind  than  the 
Lord's  voice  is. 

3.  A  third  great  help,  which  in  the  tender  mercy  of  the 
Lord  I  have  had  experience  of,  is  sobriety  of  judgment  Not 
to  value  or  set  up  mine  own  judgment,  or  that  which  I 
account  the  judgment  of  life  in  me,  above  the  judgment 
of  others,  or  that  which  is  indeed  life  in  others.  For  the 
Lord  hath  appeared  to  others,  as  well  as  to  me:  yea,  there 
are  others  who  are  in  the  growth  of  his  truth,  and  in  the 
j)urity  and  dominion  of  his  life,  far  beyond  me.  Now  for 
me  to  set  up,  or  hold  forth,  a  sense  or  judgment  of  a  thing 
iu  opposition  to  them,  this  is  out  of  the  sobriety  which  is  of 
the  truth.  Therefore,  in  such  cases,  I  am  to  retire,  and 
fear  before  the  Lord,  and  wait  upon  him  for  a  clear  discern- 
ing and  sense  of  his  truth,  in  the  unity  and  demonstration 
of  his  Spirit  with  others,  who  are  of  him,  and  see  him. 
And  this  will  prevent  the  rents  which  the  want  of  this  so- 
briety may  occasion. 

4.  The  last  thing  which  I  have  now  to  mention  is,  tauter- 
rtesi<y  meeknesSy  coolness^  and  stiUness  of  spirit  I  wrap  up 
these  together,  because  they  are  much  of  a  nature,  and  go 
much  together.  These  are  of  a  uniting,  preserving  nature. 
He  that  differs  and  divides  from  the  body  cannot  be  thus; 
and  he  that  is  thus  cannot  rend  or  divide.  This  is  the  pure, 
heavenly  wisdom,  which  is  peaceable  and  keepeth  the 
peace;  but  the  other  wisdom  is  rough,  stifl^  hard,  clam- 
orous, ready  to  take  offence,  ready  to  give  offence;  ex- 
ceeding deep  in  the  justification  of  itself,  exceeding  deep 
in  the  condemnation  of  others;  and  dares  (in  this  temper) 
appeal  to  the  Lord,  as  if  it  were  right  in  its  ways,  but 
wronged  by  others;  as  if  it  did  abide  in  the  measure 
of  his  truth  and  life,  which  others  have  departed  from. 
And  how  can  it  be  otherwise?  How  can  the  wrong  eye> 
the  wrong  spirit,  the  wrong  wisdom,  but  judge  wrong, 
justitying  the  wrong  practices,  and  condemning  the  right? 
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But  such  shall  find  (if  they  come  to  the  true  touchstone, 
even  the  measure  of  life  indeed)  that  tiiej  are  not  in  the 
true  tenderness,  which  proceeds  from  the  life,  in  the  tru^ 
meekness  and  gentleness,  in  the  true  coolness  and  stillness; 
but  rather  in  the  reasonings,  noises,  clamors,  and  disturb- 
ances, which  arise  from  another  spirit,  mind,  and  nature 
than  that  which  is  of  the  truth.  And  in  coming  back  fix)m 
this  wisdom  to  the  'pwre  wisdom^  from  the  pretended  meas- 
ure of  life  to  the  inie  measure^  and  becoming  tender,  meek, 
cool,  and  still  in  it,  they  shall  there  feel  their  error  from 
the  Spirit  and  power  of  the  Lord,  and  therein  own  their 
condemnation  therefore  from  him;  and  also  justify  them 
who  have  abode  in  the  power,  and  been  guided  by  the 
Spirit  and  pure  measure  of  life,  which  is  from  Qod^  and  in 
God,  while  they  have  departed  from  it.  For  though  the 
spirit  of  error  (wherewith  they  have  been  deceived  and  en- 
tangled) hath  made  them  believe  that  they  have  faithfully 
abode  in  the  principle  and  doctrine  of  truth,  while  others 
have  departed ;  yet  that  will  soon  vanish,  as  truth  comes 
again  to  be  felt,  and  heard  speak  in  them,  and  the  measure 
of  life  to  live  again  in  them,  and  to  redeem  them  afresh  m- 
to  its  holy  nature,  and  pure,  living  sense.  And  blessed  is 
he  who  is  not  deceived  about  truth ;  but  is  of  the  pure  not- 
tirey  and  in  the  pure  power  of  it;  in  whom  the  time  eye  sees, 
the  irm  ear  hears,  the  true  heart  understands;  who  is  of  a 
right  spii%  and  walketh  uprightly  before  the  Lord,  and 
among  his  people.  The  blessing  of  the  seed,  the  peace, 
comfort,  and  joy  which  is  from  the  Most  High,  shall  de- 
scend upon  him,  fill  his  vessel,  and  continue  with  him,  to 
the  satisfying  of  his  heart,  and  the  overflowing  of  his  cup, 
in  the  midst  of  his  brethren,  and  in  the  very  sight  of  his 
enemies.  The  Lord  God,  of  his  tender  mercy,  who  is  the 
great  Shepherd  of  the  sheep,  watch  over,  preserve,  and 
mightily  defend  all  his  from  all  devouring  spirits,  and  in- 
ward devices  and  deceits  of  the  enemy ;  carrying  on  and  per- 
fecting the  work  of  his  goodness,  love,  and  mercy  in  them, 
to  his  own  glorious,  eternal,  everlasting  praise.  Amen. 
Written  by  Isaac  PBNiKaTOir,  in  Aylesbury  prison. 
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THE   STATE   OF  ISRAEL, 

PAST,    PRESENT,     AND    TO    COME. 

WITH 

SOME  QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS 


CONCERTINO 


UNITY. 


Mant  deep  .considerations  have  been  upon  my  heart  con- 
cerning the  state  of  Israel,  both  past,  present,  and  to  come  ; 
some  of  which  I  find  drawings  to  communicate;  togetlier 
with  some  Questions  and  A^^swers  concerning  Unity. 
The  Considerations  concerning  Israel  are  those  which  fol- 
low : — 

The  precious  living  state  which  my  soul  remembereth  to 
have  been  about  the  beginning  of  the  late  troubles  of  this 
nation,  when  Israel  was  bent  to  seek  after  the  Lord,  and  ap- 
plied their  hearts  te  wait  upon  him  in  fastings,  and  earnest 
supplications,  wherein  my  heart  hath  often  had  the  testi- 
mony that  they  were  accepted  of  hiuK,  and  had  many  times 
the  seal  of  his  presence  and  power  among  them :  yea,  my 
heart  did  tinily  unite  with  and  enjoy  the  Lord  in  what  wafl 
then  given  forth,  and  I  can  never  be  drawn  to  deny  the  truth 
and  worth  of  that  dispensation ;  though  I  know  it  was  swal- 
lowed up  by  a  greater  desolation  soon  following  after, 
and  since  by  the  breaking  forth  of  a  more  lively  dispen- 
sation. 
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2.  The  over-running  of  that  state  by  the  eabtlety  of  the 
enemy,  drawing  the  mindo  of  the  simple  and  tipright- 
hearted  fiK)m  the  living  Feeling,  and  from  the  inward  power* 
of  religion,  into  the  disputations  and  contentions  about 
forms  of  worship  and  church-government,  which  drew  out 
the  reasoning  part,  and  withdrew  the  spirit  of  the  mind 
from  feeding  on  its  proper  nourishment;  and  so  life  decayed 
in  the  spirit,  while  wisdom,  and  knowledge,  and  subtlety 
increased  in  the  understanding.  And  so  the  upright-hearted, 
missing  of  life  where  before  they  had  found  it,  were  scat- 
tered lip  and  down  to  seek  after  it;  and  those' who  abode 
where  they  were,  grew  dry, barren,  and  contentious;  losing 
the  savor,  sweetness,  meekness,  love,  and  indeed  whatever 
was  living  and  precious,  and  remained  fixing  their  minds 
on  that  which  the  Lord  had  departed  from.  Oh,  the  dark- 
ness and  misery  of  this  state !  Oh,  the  pain  of  the  hearts 
where  life  was  stirring,  for  want  of  the  living  God !  Oh,  the 
death  and  formality  of  those  that  were  dead  and  formal ! 
Surely,  had  not  the  Lord  pitied  his  people  in  this  state,  and 
appeared  to  them  in  his  life  and  power  (which  this  great  des- 
olation made  way  for),  it  had  been  determined  concerning 
Israel  for  ever :  for  death  had  overgrown  the  generality,  and 
life  was  even  gasping  and  expiring  in  the  single-hearted. 

3.  The  precious  breaking  forth  of  the  Lord  (at  this  dismal 
time,  in  this  hour  of  distress  and  desperate  condition  of  Is- 
rael) in  some  hidden  vessels,  whom  he  had  kept  vraiting  up- 
on him,  and  whom  he  had  preserved  fresh  in  the  sense  of 
him;  to  whom  his  appearance  was  very  glorious,  to  whom 
he  opened  the  state  of  the  earth,  and  the  state  of  his  peo- 
ple, giving  them  the  everlasting  gospel  to  preach  to  the  in- 
habitants of  the  earth,  end  promising  them  that  his  Spirit 
and  power  should  go  along  with  them,  bidding  them  go 
forth  to  till  and  dress  the  earth,  and  to  gather  his  people  in- 
to his  fold.  And  who  can  utter  what  the  glory  of  this  light 
was,  in  its  shining  and  breaking  forth  in  their  hearts !  How 
w^elcome  to  their  weary  souls,  how  pleasant  to  the  eye  of 
their  spirits,  how  demonstrative  and  satisfactory  to  their 
hearts!  Oh!  the  joy  of  that  day  (surely  it  can  never  be  for- 
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gotten  by  them)  wherein  they  sensibly  felt  the  pouring 
down  of  the  Spirit  of  life  upon  them,  and  their  hearts  gath- 
•ered  into  the  bosom  of  eternal  rest,  and  their  souls  and 
bodies  sanctified,  and  set  apart  for  the  Lord  and  his  service. 

4.  The  contemptible  means  God  put  into  their  hands  to 
work  this  work  by ;  which  was  not  by  preaching  any  new 
thing,  but  by  directing  to  a  principle  which  God  had  already 
hid  in  the  earth  of  every  man's  heart,  and  w^hich  was  to  be 
known  by  its  divine  nature  and  light,  turning  against  and 
reproving  sin;  testifying  that  this  was. the  w^ay  the  Lord  of 
heaven  and  earth  had  chosen,  to  bring  his  sons  and  daugh- 
tera  into  the  power  and  glory  of  his  life.  Oh !  what  heart 
can  receive  this,  what  eye  can  sec  any  beauty  in  this,  but 
that  which  the  Lord  toucheth  and  openeth !  I  testify,  in  the 
sense  of  life,  that  the  wisdom  of  man,  yea,  the  wisdom 
of  Israel  corruj)t^d,  cannot  but  despise  and  turn  from 
this.  Is  not  this  the  lowest  of  all  dispensations?  Is 
not  tliis  common  to  all  mankind?  Dotli  not  this  fall  short 
(in  itself,  as  I  may  say,  and  as  it  hath  formerly  been  dis- 
pensed) of  the  dispensation  of  the  law  of  Closes  to  the  Jews, 
much  more  of  the  dispensation  by  Christ  and  his  apostles? 
Who  would  have  looked  for  the  Lord  here!  And  yet  tliis 
hath  the  Lord  chosen  to  gather  his  people  by,  and  to  appear 
to  the  world  in ;  and  hath  gatliered  the  life,  virtue,  and  sub- 
stance of  all  former  dispensations  into  it,  as  those  who  are 
gathcrifd  thereby,  and  have  waited  upon  him  therein,  and 
felt  the  nature  and  power  of  his  life,  (and  seen  things  past, 
present,  and  to  come)  are  living  witnesses  of,  against  all 
the  gainsayings,  thoughts,  and  rciisonings  of  flesh  and  blood. 

5.  The  contemptibleness  of  the  vessels,  which  the  Lord 
chose  to  fill  with  this  treasure,  and  to  let  forth  this  dispen- 
sation of  his  life  through.  They  were  for  the  most  part 
mean,  as  to  the  outward ;  young  country  lads,  of  no  deei» 
understanding,  or  ready  expression,  but  very  fit  to  be  de- 
spised everywhere  by  the  wisdom  of  man,  and  only  to  be 
owned  in  the  power  of  that  life  wherein  they  came  forth. 
IIow  ridiculous  was  their  manner  of  coming  forth  and  ap- 
pearance to  the  eye  of  man !    About  what  poor,  trivial  cir- 
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camstances,  habits,  gestures,  and  things,  did  they  seem  to 
lay  great  weight,  and  make  great  matters  of  moment!  How 
far  did  they  seem  from  being  acquainted  with  the  mysterie:* 
and  depths  of  religion  I  But  their  chief  preaching  was  ir- 
pmiancc^  and  about  a  In/hf  within,  and  of  taming  to  that,  and 
prffcldiininff  the  great  and  terrible  dag  of  the  Lord  to  be  at  hand  : 
wherein  I  confess  my  heart  exceedingly  despised  them,  and 
cannot  wonder  that  anywise  man,  or  sort  of  professors,  did, 
or  do  yet,  despise  them.  Yea,  they  themselves  were  very 
sensible  of  their  own- weakness,  and  unfitness  for  that  great 
work  and  sea'vicc  wherewith  the  Lord  had  honored  tbeni, 
and  of  their  inability  to  reason  with  man;  and  so  (in  the 
fear  and  in  the  watch  of  their -spirits)  kept  close  to  their 
testimony,  and  to  the  movings  of  his  power,  not  mattering 
to  answer  or  satisfy  the  reasoning  part  of  man,  but  singly 
minding  the  reacbing  to,  and  mising  of,  that  to  which  their 
te.-^timony  was, 

G;  The  blessing  that  God  gave  to  this  his  dispensation  of 
life  in  their  hands.  Oh,  how  did  the  Lord  prosper  them  in 
gathering  his  scattered,  wandering  sheep  into  his  fold  of 
rest!  How  did  tbeir  words  drop  down  like  dew,  and  refresh 
the  hungry,  thirsty  souls!  How  did  they  reach  to  the  life 
in  those  to  whom  they  ministered,  raising  up  that  which  lay 
dead  in  the  grave,  to  give  a  living  testimony  to  the  living: 
voice  of  God  in  them !  How  did  they  batter  the  wisdom  and 
reasonings  of  man,  making  the  loftiness  thereof  stoop  and 
bow  to  the  weak  and  foolish  babe  of  the  begettings  of  life  I 
Kye  hath  not  seen,  car  hath  not  heard,  uor  hath  it  entered 
into  the  heart  of  man  to  conceive,  what  the  power  of  life 
liath  wrought,  through  them,  in  the  hearts  and  eousciences 
of  those,  who  have  longed  after,  and  waited  for,  the  Lord. 
Oh!  the  breathings  and  meltings  of  soul,  the  sense  of  the 
living  presence  of  God,  the  subjecting  of  the  heart  unto  the 
Lord,  the  awakening  of  and  giving  strength  unto  his  wit- 
ness, the  falling  down  and  weakening  of  the  powers  of 
darkness,  the  clear  shining  of  the  light  of  life  in  the  heart, 
and  the  sweet  runtung  of  the  pure  streams  thereof  into  the 
enlivened  souls,  which  hath  often  been  known  and  sealed 


ISAAC  PENINGTON.  415 

to  from  tlie  powerful  appearance  of  God  in  their  mini^tr^' ! 
Indeed  when  I  have  considered  these  and  such  like  things 
in  ray  heart,  and  narrowly  marked  thom  in  my  converse 
with  them,  I  have  been  often  forced  to  cry  out  concerning 
them,  yVw/y  here  is  man  very  weak  ami  contemptible;  but  God 
nnf  glorious  and powcrfid.  And  indeed,  when  at  any  time  J 
looked  on  the  man,  I  was  hardly  able  to  forbear  disdaining 
them ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  M'hen  the  eye  of  my  spirit 
l)eheld  the  power  and  glory  of  the  Loixi  in  them,  I  could 
liardly  forbear  overesteeming  and  exalting, them. 

7.  The  glory  which  the  Lord  advanced  these  vessels  to, 
j$ince  his  beginning  to  make  use  of  them.  IIovv  hath  he  en- 
riched them  with  gifts  and  abilities,  and  every  way  fitted 
them  for  the  service  and  employment  he  hath  had  for  them  I 
How  hath  he  enlarged  their  ministry,  that  they  who  had 
very  little  to  say,  either  by  way  of  declaration  or  dispu^jition 
at  first,  now  abound  with  strength,  and  abundantly  surpass 
the  knowledge  and  wisdom  botli  of  the  world,  and  of  other 
l»rofes60iii  of  religion!  The  Lord  indeed  hath  adorned 
them,  putting  his  beauty  upon  them,  and  causing  them  to 
grow  up  in  his  strength,  and  in  his  wisdom.  This  mine  eye 
hath  seen,  and  often  taken  notice  of,  blessing  the  name  of 
the  Lord,  and  praying  to  him  for  their  preservation.  And 
surely  whoever  he  be,  that  hath  either  known  himself,  or 
heard  the  relation  of  the  poverty  of  these  young  striplings, 
when  they  firet  came  forth  in  the  power  of  the  Lord,  how 
empty  in  themselves  they  then  were,  how  sensibly  they  went 
up  and  down  of  their  own  weakness,  how  little  they  had  to 
say  to  people  that  came  to  obsei^ve  thom  and  inquire  of 
them,  how  afraid  they  were  to  be  dmvvn  from  their  watch, 
at  what  a  distance  they  stood  from  entering  into  reasoning 
about  things, — 1  say,  he  that  did  know,  and  doth  consider 
this,  and  shall  also  behold  how  the  Lord  hath  advanced 
them  since,  making  them  mighty  and  hononible  with  his 
gifts  and  abilities  (witli  the  beauty  whereof  the  very  man 
flourisheth  to  the  sight  of  every  eye  that  is  in  any  measure 
tnily  open),  cannot  but  ackAowledge  the  change  to  be  won- 
deffaL 
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8.  I  have  had  the  sense  and  consideration  of  this  also  in 
iny  heart,  that  their  danger  is  now  greater  than  when  they 
were  poorer,  weaker,  and  not  so  enriched  and  gifted  by  the 
Lord.  The  enemy  ia  very  subtle  and  watchful,  and  there  is 
danger  to  Israel  all  along,  both  in  the  poverty  and  in  the 
riches;  but  the  greater  danger  is  in  the  riches:  because  then 
man  is  apt  to  forget  God,  and  to  lose  somewhat  of  the  sense 
of  his  dependence  (which  keeps  the  soul  low  and  safe  in  the 
life),  and  also  to  suffer  somewhat  of  exaltation  to  creep  up- 
on him,  which  jjresently  in  a  degree  corrupts  and  betrays 
him.  The  heart  that  is  in  any  measure  lifted  up  in  itself ^  so  far 
it  is  not  upright  in  the  Lord,  Let  every  one  feel  this,  wtiiting 
to  be  preserved,  and  praying  for  those  who  are  most  beau- 
tified by  gifts  and  abilities  from  the  life,  because  in  this  re- 
spect (and  at  this  time)  their  danger  is  greatest.  When 
Isra^  is  poor,  low,  weak,  trembling,  seeing  no  lovelines?!* 
nor  worthiness  in  himself,  but  depending  upon  tlie  mere 
mercy  and  tender  bowels  of  the  Lord  in  the  free  covenant 
of  his  love,  &c.,  then  is  Israel  safe.  But  when  he  hath  a 
being  given  him  in  the  life,  and  is  richly  adorned  with  the 
ornaments  of  life,  and  comes  to  have  the  power  itself  in  his 
hand  to  make  use  of,  then  is  he  in  more  danger  of  being 
somewhat  odiimself,  and  of  forgetting  him  that  formed 
him,  (being  apt  to  make  use  of  his  gifts  without  such  an  im- 
mediate sense  of  the  giver  as  he  had  in  his  trembling  and 
weak  estate)  and  so  of  dej)arting  out  of  that  humble,  ten- 
der, abased,  contrite  state,  and  temper  of  spirit,  wherein  liv 
was  still  preserved. 

9,  This  also  hath  been  manifest  to  me,  and  deeply  im- 
pressed on  my  spirit  all  along,  that  the  Lord  may,  if  he  see 
good,  suffer  some  great  and  eminent  ones  to  fall  in  Israel. 
Man  may  forget  himself,  and  the  Lord  may  let  out  tempta- 
tion upon  him,  and  suffer  it  to  enter,  that  he  may  bring  him 
to  the  sense  and  feeling  of  his  weakness  again.  Yea,  those 
who  liave  felt  the  power  of  the  Lord  in  and  through  an  ui- 
strument,  may  give  more  to  tlie  instrument  than  belongs 
unto  it,  and  so  put  the  Lord  upftn  recovering  the  honor  due 
to  him,  which  is  misplaced  and  misapplied  to  that  wliich  \» 
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bat  hiB  instrument  This  is  the  Lord's  day  (the  light  thereof 
is  his,  the  life  his,  the  power  his),  and  the  gkry  thereof  will 
he  not  give  to  another.  If  therefore  any  man,  in  this  day, 
shall  take  to  himself  what  belongs  to  the  Lord,  or  any  other 
shall  give  it  him,  the  Lord  will  not  so  lose  it,  but  will  find 
out  a  way  to  recover  his  own.  And  happy  is  the  man  who 
lieth  continually  perfectly  abased  before  the  Lord,  assuming 
nothing  of  the  Lord's  to  himself,  nor  attributing  any  thing 
of  the  Lord's  to  another,  that  the  Lord  alone  may  be  exalted 
everywhere.  And  let  all  gifts  serve  the  seed,  and  its  rising 
over  all  gifts  be  waited  for,  that  the  life  everywhere  may 
have  its  due,  being  lifted  up  over  all. . 

10.  I  have  had  a  deep  sense  of  this  also,  that  if  the  Lord 
should  suffer  such  a  thing  to  &11  out  among  us,  it  may  cause 
a  great  shaking  and  scattering  iu  Israel.  Surely  I  may  say. 
it  would  come  very  unexpectedly  and  unsuspectedly  to 
inany;  and  so  such  persons  would  be  surprised  with  it,  and 
not  at  all  prepared  for  it  Alas !  who  could  suspect  (feel- 
ing persons  so  eminent  in  the  power,  and  so  exercised  and 
skillful  in  the  way  and  paths  of  righteousness,  and  so  able 
to  instruct  others  therein)  that  they  could  possibly  fall  in 
any  degree  from  the  truth  and  power  of  life !  And  yet  they 
are  not  free  from  temptation :  and  if  they  be  confident  of 
their  own  strength,  and  foiget  the  tender  hand  of  the  Lord, 
he  may  suffer  a  temptation  to  enter  them,  which  presently 
begets  a  ground  for  evil  weeds  to  spring  up  in,  and  for  blind- 
ness, and  hardness,  and  error  from  the  pure  power,  to  creep 
in  at 

O  dear  friends!  who  know  the  preciousness  of  life,  and 
desire  the  preservation  of  the  Lord  in  your  several  condi- 
tions, let  us  fear  the  Lord,  and  his  goodness  to  us,  remem- 
bering what  a  low  ebb  we  were  at  when  the  Lord  visited  us, 
and  how  freely  he  visited,  and  how  freely  he  daily  preserv- 
oth,  tliat  we  may  not  be  hardened  or  lifted  up  against  the 
world,  or  against  any  sort  of  professors;  but  may  magnify 
the  grace  which  hath  made  and  keepeth  up  the  diflTerence 
between  us  and  them,  praying  to  the  Lord  for  them,  and 
watching  for  the  hour  of  his  mercy  to  them,  exercising  all 
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manner  of  sweetneea,  and  meekness,  and  long-euffering 
towards  them  in  the  mean  time :  also  pitying  and  bearing 
with  all  the  tempted  ones  among  ourselves,  as  sach  who  are 
sensible  that  we  also  may  be  tempted,  and  that  understand 
the  ground  why  we  fall  not  by  the  temptation. 

What  shall  I  say  more  ?  There  are  three  Queries  appear- 
ing in  my  view,  in  relation  to  this  thing,  which  the  hearts 
of  some  may  desire  satisfaction  about;  to  which  I  find  some- 
what, in  way  of  answer,  springing  up  in  me. 

Query  1.  How  may  a  man,  whom  the  Lord  hath  exalted 
by  gifts  and  sendees  to  him,  be  preserved  from  falling? 

Ans.  1.  There  is  that  which  waiteth  to  preserve,  and  is 
still  stretching  forth  its  hand,  to  keep  to  itself  that  which 
it  hath  gathered;  which  being  hearkened  and  yielded  unto 
in  its  discoveries,  and  warnings,*  will  not  fail  to  deliver  the 
soul  from  the  danger  and  snares  of  every  condition. 

2.  There  is  the  free  mercy  and  love  of  the  covenant, 
wherein  the  soul  may  find  help  and  pity,  although  it  should 
be  somewhat  tainted  and  entangled  with  the  snares  of  the 
enemy. 

3.  There  is  a  proper  frame  or  state  of  spirit ;  to  wit,  of 
humility  and  brokentiess,  which  is  fit  for  Israel  in  eveiy 
condition ;  but  more  especially  when  he  is  exalted  in  the 
dominion  and  power  of  life,  and  honored  with  great  gifts 
and  services  for  the  Lord.  In  this  Israel  is  safe:  and 
happy  is  he  who  is  not  suffered  to  abide  in  any  degree  of 
exaltation  of  spirit;  but  is  brought  down  again  (through 
the  tender  mercy  and  love  of  the  Lord)  into  this,  though  by 
the  bufietings  of  Satan. 

Query  2.  How  may  the  little  ones,  if  the  Lord  should 
suffer  one  or  more  (of  Ruch  as  have  been  very  eminent 
in  his  service)  to  decline  and  fall,  how  may  they  be  pre- 
served from  falling  with  him  or  them  ? 

Ans.  Keeping  to  the  measure  of  life  in  the  particular, 
and  not  valuing  others  by  an  apprehension  concerning 
them;  but  only  knowing  and  honoring  them  as  they  are 
felt  and  discerned  in  the  life;*this  will  preserve  every  par- 
ticular (that  is  thus  ordered)  from  being  tainted  with  any 
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of  their  snares  or  deviations.  0  Israel!  0  little  babes? 
know  710  niaii  after  the  flesh;  but  the  Lord  alone  in  his  living 
Spirit.  For  man  is  but  a  vessel,  wherein  the  life  may  ap- 
pear or  disappear  at  pleasure;  and  the  Lord  is  not  engaged 
to  make  use  of  man  in  his  service,  further  than  he  seeth 
good.  The  Lord  may  appear  where  he  hath  never  appeared 
before,  and  he  may  not  appear  where  he  hath  hitherto  ap- 
peared very  frequently  and  powerfully.  Oh !  know  the  life 
in  thine  own  heart,  that  is  to  be  the  judge  in  thee  concern- 
ing the  appearances  of  life  in  others.  If  that  judge  not, 
be  still  and  silent  in  thy  heart,  waiting  for  its  judgment: 
when  that  judgeth,  let  all  thy  thoughts  and  reasonings  be 
bowed  down  under  it.  Let  man  have  no  more  than  his  due, 
while  the  Lord  pleaseth  to  make  use  of  him;  and  to  such 
there  will  accrue  no  great  shaking  or  damage,  when  the 
Lord  layeth  aside  any  of  his  own  instruments.  But  if  any 
thing  but  the  life  judge,  it  will  still  either  be  setting  up,  or 
throwing  down,  man :  whereby  there  will  come  loss  on  ei- 
ther hand  in  the  issue,  to  all  such  who  thus  act. 

Query  3.  How  may  any  such,  as  have  fallen  from  a  high 
and  glorious  state  in  the  power  and  dominion  o/  life,  be 
again  recovered? 

Ans.  Indeed  this  is  a  very  difficult  thing:  not  because  the 
mercy  and  power  of  the  Lprd  is  at  a  loss  to  or  concerning 
man  in  this  state;  but  because  this  condition  sets  a  man's 
spirit  at  so  great  a  distance  from  the  use  of  that  remedy 
which  the  Lord  hath  appointed  for  man's  recovery.  It  is 
very  hard  to  bring  such  an  one  to  the  sense  of  his  loss 
(whereby  the  depth  of  his  fall  might  be  prevented)  until  he 
be  gone  very  far;  and  the  further  he  goes  in  his  declining 
from  the  life,  the  harder  will  his  recovery  be.  Again :  it 
is  hard  for  such  an  one  to  become  so  poor,  and  lie  so  low 
and  so  long  at  the  foot  of  God's  grace,  as  also  to  be  con- 
tented to  be  80  laid  aside  and  not  made  use  of,  as  the  Spirit 
of  the  Lord  may  judge  necessary  for  him,  to  bring  him  in- 
to a  perfect  abasement  of  spirit,  and  to  work  that  perfectly 
out  of  him  whereby  the  enemy  now  entered  to  betray  him: 
yea,  the  judgment  of  the  Lord  (the  righteous  and  severe 
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judgment  of  the  Lord)  is  hard  to  he  horne  in  this  state;  and 
it  is  much  if  such  a  vessel  do  not  'hreak  here,  in  its  new 
forming  on  the  wheel.  Yet  that  which  howeth  hefore  the 
liOrd,  being  willing  to  he  smitten  and  abased  by  him,  and 
to  lie  under  his  correction  and  judgment  his  season,  e\'en 
until  he  say  it  is  enough,  the  Lord  will  without  doubt  re- 
s^tore  into  his  favor,  if  not  also  into  the  honor  of  his  service 
ui^ain. 

Obj.  But  some  tender  heart  may  say  (which  feeleth  many 
Aveaknesses,  mueli  unbelief,  and  the  danger  of  falling  daily). 
If  this  be  true,  oh,  what  will  become  of  me!  If  such  as 
these  be  liable  to  fall,  and  to  fall  so  dangerousl}',  how  shall 
1  stand !  I  was  wounded  enough  before  with  the  sense  of 
my  own  condition;  but  this  aifrighteth me  much  more. 

Ans.  O  tender  heart!  the  enemy  may  make  use  of  this  to 
trouble  and  afflict  thee ;  but  it  was  not  so  intended  by  the 
Lord,  who  is  very  full  of  unutterable  bowels,  and  who  hath, 
a  day  of  bowels  for  thy  state :  yea,  his  day,  which  hath  al- 
icady  dawned,  is  so  dawning  as  to  reach  thee.  The  Lonl 
luith  not  yet  done  gOithering  his  scattered  sheep,  nor  yet 
shown  the  utmost  skill  he  hath,  either  to  gather,  or  to  pre- 
serve ;  and  the  state  of  the  weakest,  under  the  preserving 
power  of  the  Lord,  is  safe.  Great  are  the  diseases  of  Israel; 
ii:reat  is  yet  the  loss  of  scattered  souls,  which  as  yet  know 
not  the  call  of  the  Shepherd;  and  if  at  any  time  they  do  feel 
SI  touch  thereof,  are  easily  reasoned  again  out  of  it,  and 
driven  back  by  the  thoughts  of  their  own  hearts.  Oh !  great, 
great  also  is  the  skill  of  the  Shepherd,  and  his'  hand  very 
tender,  which  the  Lord  is  putting  forth  for  the  help  of 
these;  blessed  be  his  name.  And  as  the  condition  of  these 
needs  and  requires  that  from  the  nature  and  soul  of  the 
Lord,  which  the  conditions  of  others  do  not  require ;  so  the 
nature  of  the  Lord  hath  mercy  and  love  in  it  to  answer  their 
states,  and  will  give  it  out  in  his  day  and  season.  Oh !  let 
none  be  oftended  thereat.  Let  no  eye  throughout  all  Israel 
he  evil,  because  the  Lord  is  exceeding  good.  If  lie  please 
to  kill  the  tatted  calf^  and  set  it  before  his  prodigal  son,  let 
none  that  have  walked  faithfully  with  him  in  any  dis{>ensa- 
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tion  be  offended  thereat:  but  rather  let  all  (in  whom  is  life) 
stand  ready  to  shont  at  the  issuings  forth  of  love  and  mercy, 
in  the  varieties  of  the  dispensations  thereof,  according  to 
the  need  and  capacity  of  every  sort  of  vessels,  prepared  by 
the  Lord  to  receive  it.  Therefore,  0  thou  afflicted!  tossed 
loUh  tempests^  and  not  comforted;  thou  shalt  know  and  feel 
this  from  the  Lord,  that  he  knoweth  how  to  bring  home  his 
consolations  to  thy  soul,  and  to  cast  thee  into  the  mould  of 
his  life,  and  bring  thee  forth  in  the  power  of  his  righteous- 
uesB ;  and  that  he  needeth  not  to  find  any  worthiness  or 
righteousness  in  thee;  for  he  can  create  and  make  room  for 
it  in  thy  heart;  yea,  he  can  begin,  cany  on,  and  perfect  his 
work  in  thee,  fbr  his  own  name's  sake.  And  to  thee,  O 
broken  soul !  I  cannot  so  much  say,  do  this,  or  believe  this ; 
but  rather,  the  Lord  will  work  in  thee;  yea,  the  Lord  will 
quicken  faith  in  thee,  and  raise  up  his  own  nature  from  the 
seed  of  his  own  life,  which  he  himself  hath  sown  in  thy  in- 
ward parts,  and  will  not  fail  to  preserve. 

Besides,  this  broken  state  of  thine  (wherein  the  vileness 
and  weakness  of  self  is  daily  felt,  with  the  exceeding  great 
need  of  the  Lord's  preserving  power  and  mercy)  is  a  safe 
state ;  towards  which,  that  which  (alone)  preserveth,  is  con- 
tinually issuing  forth  in  the  bowels  of  his  tenderness.  And 
though  thou  dost  not  see  the  love  of  the  Lord,  and  his  ten- 
der care  over  thee  (and  so  wan  test  the  comfort  of  thine  own 
condition);  yet  it  is  never  a  whit  the  less  in  the  heart  and 
Spirit  of  the  Lord  towards  thee ;  and  in  divers  respects  I 
may  say,  it  is  better  for  thee  at  present  to  want  the  sight  of  it. 
[  am  satisfied  in  my  heart  concerning  the  nature  and  ways  of 
the  Lord,  and  I  know  there  is  that  mercy  in  him  which  my 
aoul  crieth  for;  and  that  it  is  not  only  treasured  up,  but 
about  to  be  issued  forth  towards  those  for  whose  sakes  the 
cry  is  unto  him  for  it  The  Lord  will  arise,  and  have 
mercy  upon  Zion,  even  upon  the  moUmers  and  distressed 
ones  in  Zion ;  he  will  say  to  them  who  are  of  a  fearful 
heart,  and  mourn  bitterly  because  of  their  unbelief  (finding 
themselves  as  unable  to  believe  now  for  righteousness,  as 
ever  the  Jews  were  to  work  for  it);  be  strong;  stand  still; 
Vol.  IL—  86 
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wait  on  me  your  God;  behold,  my  righteousness  is  ready  to 
be  revealed,  and  I  am  bringing  that  faith  with  me  which  ye 
want,  to  give  your  souls  the  entrance  into  my  prcnnises, 
and  into  my  divine  nature  promised.  Ye  are  my  lambs, 
and  my  bosom  is  for  you,  and  thither  will  I  gather  you; 
yea,  ye  have  already  conceived,  and  are  with  young,  though 
ye  know  it  not;  and  I  will  lead  you  on  gently  in  a  way  that 
ye  cannot,  nor  never  shall,  know,  as  ye  would  know  it;  but 
shall  not  want  or  miss  of  that  knowledge  thereof  that  I  see 
good  for  you.  I  will  beget  a  deeper  life  in  you,  and  bring 
it  forth  after  a  deeper  way  of  dbpensation  than  ye  have  yet 
been  acquainted  with,  or  than  your  understandingB  can 
comprehend;  but  in  the  death  which  I  am  bringing  upon 
you,  and  in  the  travailing  pangs  which  ye  shall  feel  in  yonr 
hearts,  shall  it  spring  up  in  you  and  be  brought  fbrth.  0 
dear  lambs !  mind  the  quickenings  of  life,  and  the  savor 
and  sense  which  the  Lord  begets  in  the  hearty  and  let  the 
outward  knowledge  (even  of  what  ye  have  had  experience) 
go,  but  as  the  Lord  quickens  it;  and  mind  not  l^ie  noises 
of  thoughts  and  reasonings  about  things,  which  tlie  soid'fl 
enemy  will  be  striving  to  fill  you  with,  and  ba^er  you  by; 
but  sink  down  from  these,  and  wait  to  feel  that  which  11^ 
beneath  them ;  in  the  free  nature,  life,  virtue,  power,  and 
motions  whereof  alone  is  your  soul's  salvation;  and  if  ye 
cannot  receive  the  sense  of  this  direction  at  present,  wait 
on  the  Lord  either  for  it,  or  for  what  other  manifaetation  or 
tender  help  he  shall  please  to  give  forth  unto  you. 
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QUESTIONS     AND     ANSWERS 
oovontKiiro 

SPIRITUAL  UNITY. 

Quest  1.  What  Ib  spiritual  unity? 

Ads.  The  meeting  of  the  same  spiritual  nature  in  divers, 
in  one  and  the  same  spiritual  centre  or  streams  of  life. 
When  the  spirits  or  souls  of  creatures  are  begotten  by  one 
power  into  one  life,  and  meet  in  heart  there ;  so  far  as  they 
thus  meet,  there  is  true  unity  among  them. 

Quest.  2.  Wherein  doth  this  unity  consist? 

Ans.  In  the  life,  in  the  nature,  in  the  Spirit  wherein  they 
are  all  begotten,  and  of  which  they  are  formed,  and  where 
their  meeting  is.  It  consists  not  in  any  outward  or  inward 
thing  of  an  inferior  nature;  but  only  keeps  within  the  limits 
and  bounds  of  the  same  nature.  The  doing  the  same  thing, 
the  thinking  the  same  thing,  the  speaking  the  same  thing, 
this  doth  not  unite  here  in  this  state,  in  this  nature;  but 
only  the  doing,  or  thinking,  or  speaking  of  it  in  the  same 
life.  Tea,  though  the  doings,  or  thoughts,  or  words  be  di- 
vers; yet  if  they  proceed  from  the  same  principle  and  nat- 
ure, there  is  a  true  unity  felt  therein,  where  the  life  alone 
is  judge. 

Quest.  8.  How  is  the  unity  preserved? 

Ans.  Only  by  abiding  in  the  life;  only  by  keeping  to  the 
power,  and  in  the  principle,  from  whence  the  unity  sprang, 
and  in  which  it  stands.  Here  is  a  knitting  of  natures,  and 
a  fellowship  iuithesame  spiritual  centre.  Here  the  divers 
and  different  motions  of  several  members  in  the  body  (thus 
coming  from  the  life  and  Spirit  of  the  body)  are  known  to, 
and  owned  by,  the  same  life,  where  it  is  fresh  and  sensible. 
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It  is  not  keeping  up  an  outward  knowledge  (or  belief  con- 
cerning things)  that  unites,  nor  keeping  up  an  outward  con- 
formity in  actions,  kc.y  for  thesi  may  be  held  and  done  by 
another  part  in  man,  and  in  another  nature;  but  it  is  by 
keeping  and  acting  in  that  which  did  at  first  unite.  In  this 
there  is  neither  matter  nor  room  for  division;  and  he  that 
is  within  these  limits,  cannot  but  be  found  in  the  oneness. 

Quest.  4.  How  is  the  unity  interrupted? 

Ans.  By  the  interposition  of  any  thing  of  a  different  nat- 
ure or  spirit  from  the  life.  When  any  thing  of  the  earthly 
or  sensual  part  comes  between  the  soul  and  the  life,  this  in- 
terrupts the  soiiVs  unity  with  the  life  itself;  and  it  also  in- 
terrupts its  unity  with  the  life  in  otibers,  and  the  unity  of 
the  life  in  others  with  it.  Any  thing  of  the  man's  spirit,  of 
the  man's  wisdom,  of  the  man's  will,  not  bowed  down,  and 
brought  into  subjection,  and  so  not  coming  forth  in  and  un- 
der the  aiithonty  and  guidance  of  life,  in  this  is  somewhat 
of  the  nature  of  division:  yea,  the  very  knowledge  of  truth, 
and  holding  of  it  forth  by  the  man's  wisdom,  and  in  his 
will,  out  of  the  movings  and  power  of  the  life,  brings  a  damp 
upon  the  life,  and  interrupts  the  unity;  for  the  life  in  others 
cannot  unite  with  this  in  spirit,  though  it  may  own  the 
words  to  be  true. 

Quest.  5.  How  may  unity  be  recovered,  if  at  any  time  de- 
caying? 

Ans.  In  the  Lord  alone  is  the  recovery  of  Israel,  from 
any  degree  of  loss  in  any  kind,  at  any  time;  who  alone  can 
teach  to  jretire  into,  and  to  be  found  in,  that  wherein  the 
unity  is  and  stands,  and  into  which  division  cannot  enter. 
This  is  the  way  of  restoring  unity  to  Israel,  upon  the  sense 
of  any  want  thereof;  even  every  one,  through  the  Lord's 
help,  retiring  (in  his  own  particular)  and  furthering  the  re- 
tirings  of  others  to  the  principle  of  life,  that  every  one  there 
may  feel  the  washing  from  what  hath/in  aay  measure  cor- 
rupted, and  the  new-begetting  into  the  power  of  life.  From 
this  the  true  and  lasting  unity  will  spring  anMun,  to  the 
gladding  of  all  hearts  that  know  t)ie  sweetness  of  it,  and 
who  cannot  but  naturally  and  most  earnestly  desire  it.    Oh ! 
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mark  therefore;  the  waj  is  not  hy  striving  to  beget  into  one 
and  the  same  apprehension  concerning  things,  nor  by  en- 
deavoring to  bring  into  one  and  the  same  practices;  bnt  by 
alluring  and  drawing  into  that  wherein  the  unity  consists, 
and  which  brings  it  forth  in  the  vessels,  which  are  seasoned 
therewith  and  ordered  thereby.  And  from  this  let  all  wait 
for  the  daily  new  and  living  ^owledge,  and  for  the  order- 
ing of  their  conversations  and  practices  in  that  light,  (and 
drawings  thereof)  and  in  that  simplicity  and  integrity  of 
heart  which  the  Spirit  of  life  at  present  holdeth  forth  and 
worketh  in  them;  and  the  life  will  be  felt,  and  the  name  of 
the  Lord  praised  in  all  the  tents  of  Jacob,  and  through 
all  the  inhabitants  of  his  Israel;  and  there  will  be  but  one 
heart,  cand  cm  soul^  and  one  spirUj  and  one  mind,  and  one  way 
and  power  of  life;  and  what  is  already  wrought  in  every 
heart,  the  Lord  will  be  acknowledged  in,  and  his  name 
praised:  and  the  Lord's  season  contentedly  waited  for  his 
filling  up  of  what  is  wanting  anywhere.  So  the  living  Ood 
(the  God  of  Israel,  the  God  of  everlasting  tender  bowels 
and  compassions  to  Israel)  fill  the  vessels  of  his  heritage 
with  his  life,  and  cause  the  peace  and. love  of  his  holy.nature 
and  Spirit  to  descend  upon  their  dwellings,  and  to  spring 
up  powerfully  in  them  towards  his  living  truth,  and  towards 
one  another. 

And  let  all  strive  to  excel  in  tenderness,  and  in  long-suf- 
fering, and  to  be  kept  out  of  hard  and  evil  thoughts  one  of 
another,  and  from  harsh  interpretations  concerning  any 
thing  relating  to  one  another.  Oh !  this  is  unworthy  to  be 
found  in  an  Israelite  towards  an  Egyptian;  but  exceeding 
shamefiil  and  inexcusable  to  be  found  in  one  brother  tow- 
ards another.  How  many  weaknesses  doth  the  Lord  pass 
by  in  us !  How  ready  is  he  to  interpret  every  thing  well  con- 
cerning his  disciples,  that  may  bear  a  good  interpretation ! 
"The  spirit"  saith  he  "is  willing,  but  the  flesh  is  weak/' 
When  they  had  been  all  scattered  from  him  upon  his  death, 
he  did  not  afterwards  upbraid  them ;  but  sweetly  gathered 
them  again.  O  dear  friends !  have  we  received  the  same 
life  of  sweetness?  Let  us  bring  forth  the  same  sweet  fruits, 
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being  ready  to  excuse,  and  to  receive  what  may  tend  tow- 
ards the  excuse  of  another  in  any  doubtful  case;  and  where 
there'is  any  evil  manifest,  wait,  oh  wait,  to  overcome  it  with 
good!  Oh!  let  us  not  spend  the  strength  of  our  spirits  in 
crying  out  of  one  another  because  of  evil;  but  watch  and 
wait  where  the  mercy  and  the  healing  virtue  will  please  to 
arise.  O  Lord,  my  God,  when  thou  hast  shown  the  wants 
of  Israel  in  any  kind  sufficiently,  whether  in  the  particular, 
or  in  the  general,  bring  forth  the  supply  thereof  fipom  thy 
fnlness,  so  ordering  it  in  thine  eternal  wisdom,  that  all  may 
be  ashamed  and  abased  before  thee,  and  thy  name  prmsed 
in  and  over  all. 

Isaac  Pkninqton. 


1 I 


CONCBRKINO 


GOD'S  SEEKING  OUT  HIS  ISRAEL: 


LIKEWISE 


CONCERNING  THB  PRINCIPLE  OF  LIFE,  WHEREBY 
HE  SEEKETH  THEM; 


AKD 


THE  WAY  OP  TEBIR  CLOSING  WITH  HIS  SPIRIT  THEREIN. 


AS  ALSO   CONCERNING 


THE   TWO   COVENANTS; 


UNDER  ONB  WHEREOF  HE  PLEA6ETH  TO  EXERCISE  AND  PREPARE 

THBM  FOR  THB  LIFE  AND  INHERITANCE,  WHICH  HE  HATH 

TREASURED  UP  FOR  THEM  INlTUE  OTHER. 


WITH  A  POSnCRIPT,  RSLATIITO  SOME  TRIKOB  VBCB50ART  rOR 

L08T  UJLX  TO  DB  ACQUAINTED  WITH,  IK  HIS  TRATBLS 

VROM  BIS  LOST  ESTATB. 
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To  such  in  Godmanchester,  and  thereabouts,  who  bear  the 
rq^roachful  name' of  Quakers;  whose  religion  began  in 
the  power,  and  who  still  abide  and  walk  on  in  the  power, 

-  waiting  to  be  perfected  in  the  full  manifestation  and  ap- 
pearance thereof. 

Dear  FaisNns  in  God's  purs  etkrnal  Truth, 

It  was  my  lot  once  to  be  among  you  in  a  meeting,  to- 
gether with  a  certain  friend,  where  I  had  a  word  unto  you 
from  the  Lord,  while  the  said  friend  was  declaring.  But 
being  exceedingly  bowed  down  in  spirit,  and  afraid  to  inter- 
rupt the  service  in  him  (whom  I  looked  upon  as  far  more 
abundantly  grown  up  in  the  life,  and  fitter  to  minister  from 
the  life),  I  waited  till  the  life  in  him  should  stop.  But  then 
those  words,  which  had  often  sprung  in  me  before,  sprung 
not  again;  and  I  durst  not  then  speak  them  from  a  bare 
remembrance  of  them,  not  finding  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord 
then  giving  them  me  to  speak.  So  I  went  away  with  u 
burthen  on  my  own  soul,  and  also  with  a  sense  of  some 
loss  to  you  of  some  part  of  the  good  which  the  Lord  in- 
tended for  you.  Since  that  time,  I  have  often  remembered 
the  thing  with  grief;  crying  to  the  Lord,  that  that  which 
hath  so  often  stopped  the  life  in  me,  and  my  service  in  the 
life  might  in  his  good  time  be  removed;  and  that  the 
day  might  come,  wherein  the  man  might  never  more  be  or 
appear,  as  of  himself,  or  as  a  determiner  concerning  the 
things  which  flow  from  the  life,  but  that  the  life  might  have 
its  free  course  and  current  through  me,  in  its  own  pure 
streamings,  to  the  delighting  of  my  own  heart  in  the  Lord, 
and  the  refreshing  of  others.  And  indeed  this  day  I  ex- 
ceedingly long  for,  that  nothing  of  self  might  be  left  to  be 
brought  forth,  and  that  all  which  is  of  the  life  might  spring 
up  and  flourish,  both  in  me  and  everywhere. 

Now  one  morning,  as  my  lieart  was  breathing  towards 
the  Lord,  not  having  a  thought  either  of  you  or  this  thing 
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the  very  eame  words  which  were  given  me  in  that  meeting, 
sprang  up  again  livingly  in  me,  with  a  pointing  to  write 
them  down,  with  what  the  Lord  shonid  please  to  give  in 
further,  and  send  them  to  yon,  together  with  a  paper,  which 
was  a  little  before  written,  concerning  the  two  covenants. 
And  when  I  had  ahuost  finished  what  was  then  given  me 
to  write,  I  was  farther  directed  to  annex  to  the  first  paper 
another  concerning  the  principle. 

How  the  Lord  shall  please  to  improve  them  to  your  ad- 
vantage, or  to  the  advantage  of  any  others,  I  leave  to  him ; 
it  being  the  earnest  desire  of  my  heart,  that  his  work  may 
prosper  in  his  hand,  and  that  the  light  and  power  which  is- 
sueth  forth  from  him  for  the  salvation  of  souls,  may  be 
effectual  thereunto ;  and  that  nothing  of  love,  of  mercy,  of 
goodness,  of  life,  of  salvation,  of  his  searching  and  healing 
virtue  may  be  held  back  by  him,  which  the  state  or  condi- 
tion of  any  of  his  sheep  or  lambs  (whether  lost  or  gathered) 
calleth  for.  That  his  Israel  may  become  the  glory  of  the 
earth,  and  all  nations  may  be  refreshed  with  beholding  the 
beauty,  and  tasting  the  sweetness,  of  life  and  righteousness, 
which  shall  assuredly  flow  forth  from  his  sanctuary.  And 
surely  the  time  is  not  far  off  (whatever  the  eye  of  sense 
may  judge,  and  however  things  may  appear  to  man's  un- 
derstanding) wherein  Israel  shall  be  no  more  compelled  to 
worship  in  the  temples  of  men's  building  and  dedicating  j 
but  shall  in  the  beauty  of  holiness.  For  the  day  is  come 
(yea,  the  blessed  day  is  come)  wherein  the  Lord  God  of  life 
will  build  up  his  Zion,  and  appear  there  in  his  glory; 
Amen,  hallelujah. 


ISAAC  PSKINGTON.  481 


COKCBRNING 

GOD'S  SEEKING  OUT  HIS  ISRAEL. 


This  is  the  word  which  was  given  tome;  Tlic  Shepherd  of 
Israel  is  seeking  out  his  sJieep^  even  the  lost  sheep  of  the  house  of 
Israel.  Concerning  which,  these  three  Questions  sprang 
up  in  me  one  after  another,  as  I  was  about  to  write,  and 
writing. 

Quest.  1.  Who  are  his  sheep? 

Ans.  His  sheep  are  the  sons  of  men ;  the  lost  sheep  of  the 
house  of  Israel  are  those  among  the  sons  of  men,  who  have 
felt  touches  of  his  life,  begettings  into  his  nature,  and  were 
in  some  measure  gathered  into  some  appearance  and  dis- 
pensation of  his  life  by  his  Holy  Spirit;  wherein  they  felt 
warmth  from  God  in  their  spirits,  and  a  delight  and  joy  in 
what  they  felt,  and  a  longing  after  a  further  manifestation 
of  him.  These  were  his  sheep,  in  a  gathered  estate  in  some 
degree,  by  those  dispensations  of  life  in  the  darkness,  which 
had  some  strength  in  them  to  gather  from  under  the  dark- 
ness, and  did  gather  into  that  measure  of  light  and  life  that 
was  then  dispensed.  But  the  sheep  cleaving  to  the  dispen- 
sations, (which  were  very  weak  and  imperfect,  and  had  lit- 
tle of  Spirit,  but  very  much  of  flesh  in  them)  and  not  fol- 
lowing the  Lamb  out  of  them  into  the  further  dispensations 
of  life,  into  which  he  stood  ready  to  lead;  the  Lord  brake 
them  in  pieces,  departed  from  them,  and  left  the  life  to  be 
made  a  prey  of,  and  brought  under  the  captivity  of  death; 
BO  that  the  sheep  were  scattered  upon  the  mountains,  and 
every  beast  of  prey  was  ready  to  fasten  his  teeth  on  them 
and  devour  them.  Oh !  the  precious  buddings  forth  of  the 
virtue  and  power  of  God,  that  were  to  be  found  in  the  sev- 
eral sorts  of  professors,  while  they  sought  the  Lord  only, 
and  the  knowledge  of  one  another  in  the  breathing  spiritf 
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and  minded  not  the  outward  form,  but  the  feeling  of  life  in 
their  duties  and  ordinances ! 

But  when  they  began  to  mind  the  form,  and  cry  up  sev- 
eral forms;  the  Lord  also  began  to  loathe  the  forms,  and 
did  not  give  forth  that  among  them,  which  formerly  they 
met  with,  but  took  away  the  kernel,  and  left  them  the 
shell:  and  oh,  how  dry  and  barren  have  they  become  since! 
Where  is  the  feeling  of  life?  Where  is  the  love  to  one  an- 
other m  the  li\nng  sense?  Where  is  the  zeal  after,  and  ear- 
nest seeking  of,  the  power  of  religion  ?  Where  is  the  nature 
of  the  sheep  to  be  found  in  them  ?  And  where  is  the  pres- 
ence of  the  Shepherd  among  them?  Are  they  not  tost  sheep 
indeed,  lost  to  God,  lost  to  themselves?  Have  they  not  lost 
the  holy  J  purcy  sweet,  meek,  heavenly,  tender,  gentle  nature  of  the 
sheep  f  Have  they  not  lost  the  pasture  cnui  the  fold,  whereou 
they  were  wont  to  feed,  and  wherein  they  were  wont  to  lie 
down  safe?  Have  they  not  lost  the  preserver  of  their  souls 
from  the  devouring  spirit?  Nay,  have  they  not  lost  the  very 
.seed  of  life,  which  the  good  husbandman  did  sow  in  them? 
And  do  not  evil  seeds  shoot  up  in  the  stead  thereof  to  the 
poisoning  of  their  hearts,  and  blemishing  of  their  conversa- 
tions? And  are  not  some  of  them  insensible  of  their  loss, 
and  lie  still  drowned  in  their  forms,  thinking  to  confine  the 
appearance  of  the  free  life  and  unlimited  Spirit  there? 
Others  of  them  sick,  and  deeply  wounded  and  languishing, 
not  knowing  where  to  meet  with  the  good  Shepherd,  nor 
how  to  make  shift  without  him  ?  Oh,  the  cries  of  the  deso- 
late and  mourning  souls,  which  love  God  at  their  hearts, 
and  have  the  relics  of  his  nature  left  in  them  in  a  seed  still; 
which  he  once  begot  and  brought  forth  in  some  freshness! 
Oh,  their  deep  anguish !  their  miserable  lost  condition  for 
want  of  meeting  with  the  Physician !  their  pantings,  their 
tears,  their  distresses,  their  roarings  out,  their  overwhelm- 
ings,  their  several  kinds  of  captivities,  and  the  cruelties  ex- 
ercised upon  their  spirits  by  the  captiver,  even  break  my 
heart,  that  I  am  almost  overwhelmed  in  the  sense  of  their 
miseiy!  But  my  heart  is  somewhat  comforted  with  the 
freshness  of  this  testimony,  which  hath  often  risen  tip  in 
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the  immediate  life  of  God  in  .my  heart;  aiid  I  have  heard 
his  voice  speaking  it,  even  that  ke  xmU  seek  them  out  And  I 
know  he  hath  the  skill  to  find  them,  in  their  several  mourn- 
ing holes,  wherein  they  lie  hid;  and  the  pits  whereinto  they 
are  tumbled;  and  the  briai*s  and  thorns  of  the  wilderness, 
wherewith  they  are  toni,  and  wherein  they  are  twisted  and 
entangled,  and  held  pining  to  death;  and  in  the  prisons, 
and  diains,  and  fetters  of  their  spirits,  wherein  thej'  are 
I'loaed  up  and  bound  down  by  the  enemy  qf  their  souls. 

Quest  2.  How  will  he  seek' them,  and  liow  will  he  find 
them  out? 

Ans.  By  the  light  of  his  Spirit  shining  in  their  hearts,  by 
wliifh  he  will  touch  and  quicken  the  sheep's  life,  and  open 
the  sheep's  ear,  and  persuade  the  heart  to  know  and  believe 
that  it  is  he  that  visiteth  in  his  tender  mercy,  and  that  ho 
will  liave  mercy  on,  and  show  compassion  to,  tliat  whicli 
hath  long  been  east  oft'  and  forsaken;  and  he  will  be  their 
God,  and  they  shall  be  his  people;  even  the  house  of  Israel 
that  had  departed  from  him;  and  that  he  had  not  forgotten 
them,  but  waited  for  the  hour  of  mercy,  and  for  the  season  of 
the  bringing  forth  of  that  life  and  power,  whose  searching 
and  healing  virtue  will  reach  to  the  utmost  extremity  of 
their  conditions. 

Quest.  3.  ^\niat  will  he  do  with  them,  when  he  hath 
sought  after  and  found  them  out? 

Ans.  He  will  gather  them  into  the  fold  of  life,  and  lea<l 
them  into  the  pastures  of  life,  and  feed  them  with  the  food 
of  life,  as  their  conditions  are  able  to  bear;  he  will  be  tit- 
ting  them  by  the  exercises  of  his  Spii'it,  for  their  passages 
from  deatli  to  life;  and  as  they  are  capable,  so  ho  will  be 
still  translating  them  from  the  one  into  the  other.  He  will 
bring  them  from  their  several  false-built  states  in  the  land 
of  Egj'pt  (or  Babylon)  into  a  true  wilderness  state;  and 
there,  as  he  wears  out  the  old  nature  in  them,  so  will  he 
speak  comtbrtably  to  them,  and  build  up  the  new;  and 
nourish  the  true  Israelitish  babe  there  with  mauna  from 
heaven;  and  after  he  is  grown  up  to  a  man's  estate,  and 
hath  received  the  inward  cireumcimoB)  lead  him  into  the 
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pleasant  land,  wkere  there  are  rich  pastures,  and  the  sweet 

Btill  waters,  and  the  precions  milk  and  honey  of  the  living, 
with  which  the  land  flows  naturally,  and  which  yields  pure 
nourishment  to  all  the  living  oflepring.  Oh !"  my  heart  is  not 
able  to  contain  the  sense  of  all  that  Qod  will  do  for  Israel,  or 
of  what  he  will  be  to  them,  or  of  what  they  shall  be  to  him, 
when  he  hath  finished  his  work  upon  them,  and  brought 
them  forth  (through  the  strength  of  his  covenant)  in  the 
nature,  and  into  the  possession,  of  his  life. 

But  sure  I  am  he  hath  begun  his  work;  the  light  of  the 
day  (even  of  the  everlasting  day)  hath  sprung  and  visited 
many;  the  principle  of  life  hath  been  revealed  in  the  hearts 
of  many;  and  many  are  gathering  into  it,  and  find  the  man 
fthiking  and  dying;  and  the  life  rising  and  living  in  them 
<lay  by  day.  And  though  the  passage  be  bitter,  and  the 
passover  still  eaten  with  bitter  herbs,  and  the  devourer 
often  let  loose  and  suflfered  to  nip  and  destroy ;  yet  out  of 
the  eater  at  last  comes  fdrth  meat,  and  out  of  the  strong 
one  in  the  issue  comes  forth  sweetness.  Yea,  though  there 
be  no  faith  found  to  close  in  with  the  light,  nor  any 
strength  left  to  obey  or  follow,  because  of  the  deep  fore- 
going breakings  (wherein  both  nature  and  spirit  were  all 
dashed  in  pieces,  and  swallowed  up  in  confusion) ;  yet  the 
breath  of  life  and  the  power  of  the  light  (in  process  of  ex- 
ercises, and  after  much  deep  misery,  and  impossibilities,  to 
the  sight  and  judgment  of  sense)  at  length  raiseth  up  a  lit- 
tle seed  in  the  longing  soul;  which  receiveth  and  bringeth 
forth,  after  a  hidden  way,  that  which  it  could  not  And 
here  life  is  indeed  of  grace,  and  wholly  of  the  seed,  in  this 
state.  Only  wait  to  learn  and  know  in  spirit  (and  then 
take  heed  of  despismg)  the  weak  beginnings  and  dawnings 
of  light,  in  the  secret  stirrings  and  movings  of  the  princi- 
ple of  life;  and  wait  also  for  a  watch  to  be  set  up  in  thee 
against  that  fleshly  wisdom  and  understanding,  which  will 
be  apt  to  be  judging  aboat  the  work  of  God  in  thy  heart; 
for  if  it  prevail  so  far,  it  will  then  also  be  begetting  in  thee 
despisings  of,  and  turnings  from,  the  low  beginnings  there- 
of, and  so  divert  thy  feet  from  the  path  of  life.    For  the 
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prevention  whereof,  and  for  the  lortherttDae  of  thy  soul,  in 
its  closing  with,  and  travelling  <hi,  in  the  %ht  and  guidanoo 
of  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord,  this  following  paper  is  added. 


Concerning  the  seed  or  inward  principle,  whereby  life 
IS  begotten  and  maintained  in  the  heart. 

The  Lord  God,  who  is  full  of  everlasting  bowels  of  com- 
passion towards  mankind  in  general,  but  more  especially 
towards  those,  in  whom  he  hath  begotten  a  sense  of  tlie 
want  of  him,  with  breathings  axkd  desires  after  him ;  hath 
chosen  a  seed  or  inward  principle  of  life  to  appear  in,  tow- 
ards the  breaking  the  bonds  of  their  captivity,  and  the 
bringing  them  from  under  the  power  and  misery  of  death. 

This,  many  who  have  been  overwhelmed  with  misery, 
and  whose  spirits  have  melted  and  failed  with  the  want  of 
the  sense  of  their  Qod,  and  have  felt  that  life,  which  was 
formerly  built  up  in  them,  broken  down  and  laid  waste ; 
and  their  communion  with  God  swallowed  up  in  the  ruins 
thereof;  and  their  souls  ready  utterly  to  perish  and  be  de- 
voured by  the  enemy  every  moment;  after  the  cutting  oft' 
of  their  hopes,  and  the  shutting  up  of  their  eyes  towards 
all  ways  of  relief;  I  say,  after  all  this,  and  much  more  than 
can  be  expressed,  in  the  tender  mercy  of  the  Lord,  have 
they  felt  this  principle  revealed  in  their  hearts,  and  their 
hearts  by  degrees,  through  the  skill  and  same  mercy  of  the 
Lord,  which  revealed  the  principle  (and  not  from  any  wor- 
thiness, or  faith  and  obedience  of  theirs;  for  that  was  as 
freely  given  and  preserved,  as  the  principle  itself  was  re- 
vealed), gathered  into  the  principle,  where  the  life  reigns, 
and  where  the  strength  and  dominion  of  death  is  broken  in 
all  those,  who  by  the  allurings  and  guidings  of  the  Spirit 
of  the  Lord  are  led  thither. 

Now  the  main  thing  necessary  towards  the  redemption  oi 
the  soul  is,  after  the  revealing  of  this  paneipLe^  and  some 
sense  and  feeling  of  it,  and  the  taming  of  the  mind  tow* 
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arda  it,  to  wait  to  be  made  more  and  more  acquainted  with 
it,  that  in  the  stirrings,  movings,  and  leadings  thereof, 
there  be  a  ready  giving  up  to  be  gathered  into  it,  and  to  be 
guided  by  it. 

For  though  this  principle  be  all  life,  yet  it  is  at  first  but 
as  a  seed,  and  the  appearance  of  the  Lord  in  it  is  but  as  in 
a  seed ;  very  little,  low,  weak,  hard  to  be  discerned,  easy  to 
be  overlooked  and  despised,  and  some  greater  and  more  un- 
deniable appearance  expected.  Yet  that  is  not  the  way, 
but  the  soul  must  become  subject  unto,  and  bowed  under, 
this  little  appearance ;  and  so  as  the  seed  gets  advantage, 
and  grows  bigger  and  larger  in  thy  heart,  tbe  appearance 
of  the  Lord  will  be  greater  and  fuller  there.  But  to  look 
for  the  greater  appearance,  before  the  seed  be  owned  and 
received  in  its  lesser  appearance  (and  the  vessel  thereby 
fitted  for  the  greater  appearance)  is  not  the  way  of  God, 
but  the  deceit  of  the  enemy,  whereby  he  would  destroy  the 
soul,  and  cut  it  oft'  from  the  Lord  for  ever;  which  he  cer- 
tainly will  do,  if  he  can  keep  the  seed  from  growing  there, 
and  the  soul  from  joining  with  and  growing  into  it. 

Therefore  watch  to  feel  the  savor  of  life  in  thy  heart  day 
by  day,  and  therein  to  feel  leadings  and  drawings  from  the 
life,  suitable  to  thy  state ;  for  in  this  savor,  and  in  these 
drawings,  rises  the  true  light,  which  leads  into  the  way  of 
life.  And  then  watch  against  the  reasonings  and  disputa- 
tions which  the  enemy  will  raise  in  thy  mind,  who  will 
strive  to  make  thee  a  judge  over  these  drawings;  whereas 
the  light,  which  ariseth  in  the  savor  and  in  the  drawings,  is 
thy  King  (though  in  this  low  appearance),  and  not  to  be 
judged  by  thy  mind,  thoughts,  and  reasonings,  but  to  judge 
them  all  down,  and  be  bowed  unto  and  obeyed  by  thee. 
And  consider,  in  the  weight  of  thy  spirit,  art  thou  (in  thy 
darkness,  and  with  thy  earthly  mind)  fit  to  be  a  judge  con- 
cerning the  light  which  ariseth  in  thee?  Or  rather,  is 
not  the  light,  in  its  lowest  and  weakest  appearance,  ap- 
pointed and  fitted  by  the  Lord  to  judge  thee,  and  make 
thee  bow  down  in  fear  and  trembling  before  it?  And  thy 
crown  ^thou  in  tliy  highest  exaltation)  is  to  be  cast  at  the 
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lowest  footstep  thereof;  and  then  it  will  in  some  mea8xire» 
thou  lying  at  the  foot  thereof^  and  bowing  in  spirit  before 
it,  enter  into  thee,  and  enlighten  and  quicken  thee.  But  in 
thy  being  wise  about  it,  or  taking  upon  thee  to  judge  con- 
cerning it,  it  will  stand  at  a  distance  from  thee,  and  leave 
thee  in  thy  darkness  and  captivity. 

Therefore  consider  where  thou  art,  and  breathe  unto  the 
Lord  to  reveal  that  unto  thee  which  is  proper  for  thee  at 
present,  and  to  bow  thy  spirit  under  his  present  will  and 
manifestation  to  thee. 

And  be  content  to  be  little  and  low,  and  to  receive  little 
and  low  instructions  from  God,  and  to  walk  in  the  path  of 
brokenness  and  humility  before  the  Lord;  for  this  is  his 
way  of  fitting  for,  and  advancing  into,  the  high  and  glori- 
ous power  of  his  life.  And  this  my  soul  is  assured  o^  that 
none  shall  enter  into,  or  abide  in,  his  kingdom,  but  as  they 
become  little,  pocfr,  and  naked,  and  as  they  are  led  by  the 
little  child  of  God's  begetting;  who  not  at  all  answers  the 
wisdom  of  man  and  his  expectations,  but  still  confounds 
them,  and  leads  on  in  such  a  path,  as,  if  the  eye  of  man's 
wisdom  be  open,  it  will  still  be  crying  out  it  can  never 
bring  to  life.  Yet  that  which  disputeth  not,  but  believeth, 
at  seasons  feels  a  progress,  and  that  the  growth  of  life  had 
advantage  in  the  heart  by  those  very  things,  which  at  pres- 
ent seemed  to  give  death  the  advantage. 

Therefore  watch  against  thy  understanding,  and  all  the 
workings  tliereof,  as  ever  thou  desirest  life ;  for  it  will  still 
betray  thee,  and  either  keep  thee  from  the  way,  or  turn 
thee  out  of  the  way,  whenever  thou  hearkenest  to  it.  And 
mark  this:  That  which  God  sows  and  brings  up  in  thee  is 
a  sensible  plant,  not  a  knowing  mind;  and  thy  right  judg- 
ment is  only  in  the  sensibleness  of  that  plant,  and  not  in  the 
understanding  or  comprehension  of  thy  mind;  yea,  that 
sensible  plant  (which  thy  wisdom  will  be  very  apt  to  despise 
and  perk  over)  must  batter  down  and  bring  to  nothing  thy 
understanding,  and  grow  up  in  the  stead  of  it,  if  ever  thy 
soul  be  made  a  habitation  for  the  life.  Therefore  sink  into 
the  feeling,  and  dwell  in  the  feeling,  and  wait  for  the  savor 
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of  the  priueiple  of  life,  and  the  touches  and  drawings  of  the 
wivor,  and  walk  along  in  it  towards  the  land  of  life,  parting 
with  all,  and  leaving  behind  thee,  whatever  the  savor  of  life 
disrelisheth;  and  entering  into,  and  taking  up,  whatever 
the  savor  of  life  relisheth,  that  thou  inayest  be  prepared  for 
the  Lord,  and  for  the  glorious  appearance  of  his  Spirit  in 
thee. 

And  as  thou  art  led  into  this,  and  becomest  subject  to 
this ;  so  thou  wilt  taste  the  Lord,  and  feel  the  sweetness  of 
his  ointment,  and  the  peace  of  his  nature,  and  the  joj  of  the 
heginnings  of  his  kingdom  in  thy  heart,  and  the  blottiiiy 
out  of  thy  iniquities  for  his  own  name's  sake.  For  though 
the  enemy  may  lay  a  load  upon  thee,  and  fill  thee  as  much 
us  he  can  \rith  his  filth,  and  lay  it  close  to  thy  charge,  inso- 
much as  thou  art  not  able  to  acquit  thyself  at  all,  but  art  ajj 
ready  to  charge  thyself  therewith,  as  the  enemy  is  to  charge 
thee;  yet  the  Lord  considereth  the  seed  he  hath  sown  iu 
thee,  and  the  desire  which  he  hath  wrought  in  thy  heait  to 
be  joined  thereunto;  and  he  knoweth  whence  the  stirring 
of  this  mind  is,  and  how  weak  thou  art  in  this  hour  of  tliy 
darkness  and  captivity;  and  the  intent  of  his  heart  is  to  de- 
liver thee  from  all  this,  and  not  to  condemn  tliee  for  it. 

But  oh!  take  heed  of  limiting  the  Lord  to  give  forth  so 
rlear  a  light,  as  the  natural  understanding  will  be  judging 
necessary;  but  be  content  with  the  light  which  ariseth  iu 
the  savor,  and  shineth  inwardly  to  thy  spirit  in  the  draw- 
ing; and  be  subject  and  bowed  under  the  light  of  the  draw- 
ing, though  ever  so  much  against  the  light  of  tlie  creaturcl> 
•understanding,  and  the  reasonings  thereof. 

Clearness  of  light  is  a  state  which  is  to  be  grown  up  into: 
but  before  thou  comest  to  this,  thy  understanding  must  be 
darkened,  confounded,  and  brought  to  nothing;  and  thou 
canst  not  have  such  a  clearness  there,  while  it  is  confound- 
ing. There  is  indeed  a  true  clearness  in  the  principle  of 
life  (proportionable  to  its  state  and  growth)  even  then ;  but 
the  reasonings  of  thy  dark  mind  will  be  continually  over- 
clouding and  overbearing  it  (as  if  it  were  darkness,  and  not 
the  light),  and  will  prevail|  unless  thou  be  kept  in  the  savor, 
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and  suffer  not  thy  understanding  to  judge,  but  keep  it  un- 
der the  judgment  of  the  savor.  Mark,  therefore,  heedfully 
this  which  follows : —  • 

The  first  work  of  the  Lord,  is  to  confound  the  knowledge 
and  understanding  of  the  crewture;  especially  in  those  who 
liave  been  deep  in  wisdom  and  experience  of  things;  for  if 
they  were  not  closely  pursued  with  darkness  and  confusion, 
they  would  presently  be  garthering  a  stock  into  the  old 
fitorehouse  again,  and  so  grow  wise  after  the  flesh,  and 
never  learn  the  life  of  the  Spirit.  Kow  in  this  work  of  con- 
founding, how  can  the  leadings  of  Qod*s  Spirit  be  manifest 
and  clear  after  the  flesh,  and  to  the  fleshly  understanding? 
Yea,  if  they  were  manifest  after  this  manner,  how  were  it 
possible  to  withhold  the  fleshly  part  from  drinking  them 
in?  and  so  ^he  man  would  live  again,  but  the  seed  not  live, 
which  gains  its  life  (and  being  and  fonn  and  perfection)  in 
the  man,  by  the  death  of  the  man ;  even  by  the  man's  being 
lmnte<l,  and  battered,  and  broken  out  of  his  wsdom,  and 
knowledge,  and  reasoning,  and  comprehension;  and  be- 
coming as  a  fool  or  child,  being  able  to  know  nothing,  nor 
I'ctain  nothing,  nor  perform  nothing,  nor  keep  his  standing; 
•  but  still  as  he  is  led,  and  taught,  and  created,  and  preserved 
in  the  power,  and  by  the  presence  of  the  life. 


CONCBRXING  THE   TWO   COVEXAXTJ?. 

What  is  the  covenant  of  the  law?  Doth  it  not  contain  and 
hold  forth  eternal  life  to  man,  upon  his  faith  in,  and  obedi- 
ence to  the  Spirit  of  God? 

What  is  the  covenant  of  the  gospel?  Doth  it  not  contain  the 
promise  to  the  seed,  and  life  to  man  through  the  seed,  and 
forgiveness  of  his  sins  for  the  seed's  sake,  and  the  uniting  of 
his  heart  to,  and  preserving  it  in,  the  seed,  tlirongh  the 
grace;  as  also  repentance,  foith,  and  obedience  from  the 
grace? 

Mark  then  the  difference  between  the  two  covenants. 
The  covenant  of  the  law  is  oil  of  works,  and  according  to 
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works;  jea,  eren  the  fiiith  that  is  there  found  (whieih  id  be- 
gotten and  brought  forth  in  man  by  virtue  of  that  covenant) 
^  is  of  the  man,  or  of  the  working  principle.  The  covenant 
of  the  gospel  is  all  of  grace ;  and  the  very  works  that  are 
found  are  from  the  grace,  and  the  seed  bestowed  and  con- 
veyed by  promise. 

Now  mark:  The  seed  (or  standing  principle  of  life)  in 
1>oth  covenants  is  the  same.  It  is  the  same  Christ  by  which 
Adam  stood  before  the  fall,  and  which  was  the  promised 
seed  after  the  fall.  The  light  of  both  the  covenants  is  the 
same,  even  the  eternal  light  of  the  Spirit.  The  life  and 
power  is  the  same,  even  the  life  and  power  of  the  Spirit. 
The  end  or  mark,  at  which  man  aims,  and  towards  which 
he  travels,  in  both  is  the  same ;  even  the  land  of  rest  and 
peace  iu  the  Spirit  of  the  Father,  who  begets  a  livihg  soul 
under  both  covenants.  But  the  terms  of  the  covenants,  and 
the  manner  of  dispensing  them,  aro  difterent;  and  the 
wombs,  whereof  the  children  of  each  covenant  are  born,  are 
different  likewise;  the  one  being  the  working  nature  (which 
also  came  from  God,  and  hath  its  blessing  from  him  in  its 
obedience  and  subjection  to  him),  the  other  the  womb  of 
grace,  which  brings  forth  the  child  of  grace  in  man,  accord- 
ing to,  and  by  virtue  of,  the  promise;  and  doth  not  find  a 
will  in  the  day  of  man's  choice  and  liberty,  but  createth  a 
will  in  the  day  of  God's  powerful  appearance  in  it. 

Yet  this  seed  of  promise,  or  this  new  man  begotten  by 
the  seed  of  life  according  to  the  promise,  must  walk  through 
the  law,  and  travel  through  all  the  dark  paths  of  that  cove- 
nant, before  it  come  to  inherit  the  promised  land ;  where 
the  rigor  of  the  law  and  weakness  of  the  flesh  will  be 
tlioroughly  felt,  and  many  transgressions  and  many  stripes; 
yea,  many  capiivitien  and  cuttings  off  from  the  life  maybe 
felt  also;  yea,  the  sted  of  tlio  fti-st  covenant  may  live  and 
flourish,  and  enjoy  and  boast  much  of  God,  while  this  seed 
is  miserable.  But  when  this  womb  in  visited  with  the 
strength  of  grace,  and  free  power  of  life,  and  bringcth  forth 
her  children  therein,  and  no  more  is  called  for  from  tlic 
working  part  of  man,  but  all  brought  forth  in  the  free,  full, 
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and  firegh  power  of  lift;  thea  ahall  the  seed  of  Isnal,  after 
the  promise,  become  an  everlasting  habitation  for,  and  a 
perfect  joy  in,  the  life. 

Therefore  distinguish  in  spirit  between  the  law  and  grace, 
and  the  covenants  of  each,  and  the  dispensations  of  each, 
and  how  they  are  mixed  and  intermingled,  both  towards 
man  and  towards  the  seed,  in  the  several  dispensations  in 
which  each  is  brought  forth.  For  there  hath  beeti  no  per- 
fect covenant  brought  forth,  either  of  works  or  of  grace  (in 
a  way  of  public  administration),  since  the  fall  of  Adam. 
Had  there  been  a  perfect  covenant  of  works,  there  had  been 
no  capacity  of  salvation  thereby  to  fallen  man.  Had  there 
been  a  perfect  covenant  of  grace,  there  had  been  no  possi- 
bility or  capacity  of  destruction :  for  grace,  in  its  perfect 
going  forth,  cannot  but  overcome  and  save  the  man.  But 
God  ordereth  both  these  covenants,  both  towards  the  man 
and  towards  the  seed,according  to  the  state  of  the  man  and 
the  state  of  the  seed,  and  according  to  what,  in  his  eternal 
wisdom,  he  judgeth  meet  to  work  upon  them  thereby. 

Man  being  fallen,  and  having  lost  his  strength  of  taith 
and  obedience  in  and  to  the  requirings  of  God's  Spirit,  the 
visitation  of  him  is  now  by  grace,  and  not  merely  to  call 
forth  what  is  left  in  him,  but  to  help  him  with  light  and 
power,  and  by  the  influences  of  the  grace  and  of  the  power 
to  quicken  him  towards  God.  Yet  man,  in  the  receiving  of 
this,  is  apt  to  overlook  the  grace,  and  attribute  too  much  to 
his  own  strength,  thinking  himself  somewhat,  because  of 
the  grace  and  power  which  hath  visited  him,  and  new  re- 
freshed the  strength  and  nature)  of  his  principle  in  him 
again.  Hereby  he  is  apt  to  fix  his  standing  on  his  obedi- 
ence to  the  Spirit  or  appearance  of  the  grace,  and  so  in  ef- 
fect builds  his  life  and  hopes  on  his  own  principle  again,  or 
on  a  new-received  power,  as  held  or  kept  to  by  him  (which  he 
may  fall  from  now,  as  well  as  he  did  at  first),  and  not  on  the 
free  begetting  and  free  preserving  of  a  principle  of  life  in 
him. 

Thia  visitation  of  gmce  is  to  all  mankind,  there  being 
none  upon  earth,  whom  the  Lord  doth  not  thus  seek  and 
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visit  wiih  the  light  of  hi»  et«nial  life,  thus  administered 
through  the  grace;  which  so  fitr  as  they  fall  in  with,  the 
Lord  doth  receive  them  and  beget  life  in  them,  ingrafting 
them  into  the  living  vine,  and  preserving  them  according  to 
their  abiding  in  it,  and  according  to  their  pbedience  to  him 
in  the  springings  up  of  the  sap  of  the  vine  in  them. 

But  besides  this  common  administration  of  the  grace  to 
all  mankind,  God  formerly  picked  out  a  people  after  the 
flesh  of  Abraham,  and  afterwards  a  people  after  the  spirit  of 
Abraham,  towards  whom,  in  a  more  peculiar  way,  his  grace 
•did  administer  itself,  and  whom  he  dealt  with,  not  as  with 
other  nations,  but  chose  to  love  and  work  up  into  life  and 
communion  with  himself,  by  a  more  especial  administration 
and  visitation  of  his  love  and  grace.  The  one  of  these  w«re 
that  people  of  the  Jews,  the  other  tlie  believing  Christians. 

With  the  Jews  he  remembered  the  covenant  with  Abra- 
ham. By  virtue  of  that  he  loved  and  chose  them  to  be  his 
people  after  the  flesh,  or  his  outward  people ;  by  virtue  of 
that  he  brought  them  out  of  Egj^t,  led  them  through  the 
^vildemess,  brought  them  into  Canaan,  giving  them  an  in- 
heritance therein,  and  delivering  them  from  their  enemies 
time  after  time. 

Yet  he  also  made  another  covenant  with  them  (even  that 
of  the  law)  which  was  suitable  to  their  state,  and  which 
their  nature  desired,  and  chose  to  walk  with  Gted  in,  but 
hardly  ever  kept  it,  and  so  brought  the  curse  and  misery 
due  thereby  upon  their  heads,  and  at  last  were  utterly  cnt 
off,  so  far  and  so  long  as  the  Lord  pleaseth  to  let  the  curse 
of  that  covenant  have  power  over  them,  until  he  shall  please 
again  to  remember  to  them  his  covenant  with  Abraham, 
Isaac,  and  Jacob,  and  breathe  life  through  it  into  their  dry 
bones. 

Now  though  God  did  make  this  covenant  with  them,  be- 
cause they  were  fleshly,  and  their  present  state  required  it, 
yet  he  did  not  disannul  or  make  void  the  other  to  them,  all 
the  while  their  day  lasted ;  but  remembered  loving-kind^ 
ness  and  mercy  towards  them  in  it,  often  deKvering  and 
redeeming  them  for  his  own  name's  sake,  pointing  them 
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also  to  tbe  word  in  the  heart,  asd  the  gracious  administra- 
tioQ  diereofl  But  they  were  blinded  and  held  captive  in 
the  earthly  nature  and  principle,  and  in  the  law  thereof, 
and  held  their  marriage  and  union  with  Ghod  thereby.  And 
see,  though  this  administration  to  the  Jews  (wherein  God 
did  strive  with  them  by  his  Spirit,  and  sometimes  stir  life, 
and  beget  a  true  sensibleness  in  many  of  them,  calling  to 
them  for  the  circumcision  of  the  heart,  and  pointing  them 
to  the  principle  of  life  in  the  heart,  whereby  it  might 
be  circumcised)  though  this  advanced  them  far  alcove  the 
Ueathen ;  yet  they,  through  the  flesh  and  the  letter,  at  last 
fell  below  the  very  stare  of  the  Heathen,  proving  greater 
enemies  to,  and  persecutors  of,  the  life  than  they;  and  so 
the  Lord  brake  them  oft'  from  the  Olive-tree  into  which 
they  were  ingrafted,  and  cut  them  off  from  the  covenant 
which  he  had  made  with  Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Jacob; 
whereas,  thitherto  (though  he  had  often  been  provoked  by, 
and  sorely  offended  with,  them),  yet  he  had  still  loved  them 
for  their  fathers'  sake.  After  them,  and  in  their  stead,  he 
chose  the  believing  Qentiles,  ingrafted  them  into  the  stock 
from  whence  these  were  broken,  letting  them  into  a  sweeter 
and  fuller,  and  more  spiritual  and  abiding  state,  and  influ- 
ences of  the  covenant.  For  here  the  life  was  manifested,  and 
the  light  did  shine  in  great  beauty  and  clearness.  And  they 
were,  gathered  into  the  true  fold  of  the  Shepherd  (besides 
the  outward  state,  which  was  also  built  up  by  the  Lord, 
and  preserved  for  a  season  among  them);  and  they  saw 
their  standing  to  be  by  and  in  the  grace,  and  were  estab- 
lished in  the  grace,  and  could  feel  the  good  pleasure  calling, 
the  good  pleasure  working,  the  good  pleasure  being  and 
doing  all  in  them;  and  could  cry  grace,  grace,  to  this  build- 
ing; and  say,  not  for  any  works  that  they  bad  wrought,  or 
for  their  fai^  in,  or  obedience  to,  the  light  of  life,  wMch 
was  made  manifest;  but  of  his  own  mercy  he  saved  them, 
who  wrought  in  them  both  the  will  and  the  deed  of  his 
own  good  pleasure,  and  preserved  them  by  his  power 
throagh  &i^  (which  was  of  his  gift  and  begetting)  unto 
salvation. 
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Yet  for  all  thi«,  there  was  somewhat  of  the  law  or  light 
eternal  to  be  administered  unto  them,  which  was  snitable 
to  the  natural  part  or  first  principle  through  which  they 
wero  to  travel,  even  until  the  man,  or  first  nature,  was 
wholly  wasted;  whereby  some  of  them  were  in  danger  of 
tailing  away  wholly,  others  of  coming  under  the  chastise- 
ment and  judgment,  with  which  the  Lord  pursued  them, 
that  they  miglit  not  be  utterly  couden)ned  with  the  worid. 
Mark,  therefore,  this  brief  sum  of  the  matter: — 

1.  Man  fell  under  the  first  covenant:  his  restitution  \f* 
never  to  be  thereby,  but  by  the  second ;  through  which  God 
works  up  vessels  into  a  state  of  life  and  glory  in  the  admin- 
istration of  his  grace. 

2.  But  in  this  working  up  of  the  vessel,  he  sees  necessary 
to  make  use  of  the  other  covenant,  according  to  the  capacity 
that  is  left  in  man  to  answer  it;  and  so  as  that  capacity' 
wears  out,  the  covenant  of  the  law  wasteth  and  passeth 
nway  by  degrees,  and  the  covenant  of  grace  succeeds  and 
tills  up  the  rooni  thereof 

3.  There  is  great  danger  of  falling  from  the  life  for  some, 
as  also  of  chastisements  and  judgments  to  others,  while 
this  capacity  remains ;  even  while  the  earthly  nature,  spirit, 
and  principle  is  not  worn  out,  by  the  entrance,  death,  and 
resurrection  of  the  principle  of  life  in  the  heart. 

4.  When  the  first  principle  is  wholly  dead,  and  the  heart 
perfectly  formed  in  the  life,  and  all  perfectly  raised  and  re- 
newed in  the  life;  then  there  is  nodanger  of  falling,  or  fear 
of  chastisement;  but  perfect  life,  and  peace,  and  joy  with 
Uod  in  his  Spirit  of  power  and  glory  fw  evermore. 

5.  Though  God  begin  with  man  in  a  covenant  of  grace, 
and  bring  in  a  covenant  of  the  law  to  man  (suitable  to  his 
present  state)  only  in  subserviency  to  thexjovenant  of  grace ; 
and  would  not  have  man  stick  there,  but  cling  to  him  in 
the  grace,  and  seek  remission  through  the  grace  for  his  own 
name's  sake ;  yet  man,  through  the  prevalency  of  the  fin^ 
principle  in  him  (and  his  looking  on  God  through  that),  is 
apt  to  fix  on  this  covenant,  and  draw  comfort  or  discour- 
agement to  himself  from  his  own  obedience  or  fkilings,  and 
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BOt  live  on  the  free&eM  of  God's  love,  md  the  faithfulness 
of  his  heart  to  the  soul  in  all  conditions,  for  his  Christ's  sake. 

This  hath  been  the  great  error  of  Israel  (eren  of  Israel 
after  the  flesh,  and  of  Israel  after  the  spirit  also)^  that  while 
God  lays  hold  on  them  by  his  love,  promise,  merey,  and 
grace ;  yet  they  lay  hold  on  him  by  another  eovenatrt;  even 
their  obedience  to  the  laws  he  gives  forth;  net  knowing, 
that  the  obedience  to  the  first  covenant  must  be  a  fruit  of 
the  second;  and  that  they  are  not  beloved  or-  accepted  for 
that,  but  that  that  flows  into  them,  and  is  brought  forth  in 
them  through  the  love,  and  through  the  free  and  powerful 
workings  thereof  in  them.  I  say,  this  (to  wit,  their  obedi- 
ence) is  not  the  ground  of  their  acccptatyce  or  'being  loved, 
so  far  as  they  are  in  this  covenant;  tiiough  as  far  as  the 
other  hath  yet  an  influence,  it  hath  some  force  in  this  re- 
spect. But  this  the  eye  is  to  pass  through,  and  to  be  fixed 
on  the  other  covenant,  still  waiting  fw  the  revealing  and 
manifesting  the  riches  of  the  mercy  thereof,  and  to  feel  the 
washing  and  cleansing  thereof  from  all  the*  guilt,  which  un- 
der the  remainders  of  the  first  covenant  wiU  be  daily  con- 
tracting, while  any  thing  of  the  earthly  principle-  and  of- 
fending part  is  left  standing. 

There  hath  been  in  this  day  a  very  glorious  administration 
of  life  to  the  sons  of  men  (after  the  long  foregoing  night)y 
wherein  both  these  covenants  have  been  again  administered 
in  Spirit,  suitable  to  the  state  of  the  persons  whereto  they 
have  been  administered.  And  because  of  the  necessity  of 
faith  and  obedience  in  the  new  covenant  (both  to  the  seed 
and  to  the  man),  the  man  is  so  apt  to  fix  bis  eye  and  build 
his  hopes  upon  them,  and  not.  upon  the  free  love  of  him 
that  works  them  in  him,  that  he  is  in  danger  of  falling  from 
and  dishonoring  the  free  grace,  whi«b  is  the  hope  of  Israel^ 
and  of  losing  bis  state,  which  is  oot  s«9-e  (how  for  soever 
it  be  advanced  in  a  present  power  and  dominion),  farther 
than  it  is  built  upon  and  fixed  in  the  grace.  And  ^erefore 
is  this  given  forth,  that  the  life  in  Israel  may  be  swre  and 
lasting,  and  that  they  may  grow  up  perfectly,  out  of  the 
principle  of  natare,  into  the  principle  of  graee^  and  know 
VoL  n.—  88 
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the  ^ffdreoce  between  their  being  united  to,  and  lining  in, 
Ood,  either  in  the  fear,  £eath,  or  love,  so  far  as  they  can  re* 
ceive  or  retain  them;  and  Gk>d*8  living  in  th^n,  and  creat- 
ing oontinually  the  fear,  &ith,  and  love  in  them,  and  bring- 
ing forth  all  the  fruits  thereof  in  and  frora  himself. 

For  though  the  covenants  are  and  have  been  still  the 
same  from  the  beginning,  yet  the  manifestations  of  them 
have  been  still  greater  and  greater.  And  a  greater  maui- 
festation  may  yet  be  of  the  love  and  life  of  God,  imd  the 
sweet,  free  nature  of  his  covenant,  than  hath  hitherto  been, 
or  yet  is ;  which  Israel  is  to  wait  for  and  feel  the  need  of^ 
before  it  be  brought  forth.  And  though  all  those  fore- 
mentioned  (to  wit,  offear^faUhy  and  love)  are  precious  states, 
which  Qod  works  his  Israel  up  to,  in  and  by  the  covenant 
of  his  grace,  according  to  tlieir  several  growths  and  capaci- 
ties ;  yea,  and  according  to  which  the  delight  and  pleasure 
of  his  soul  is  in  them;  yet  the  absolute  assurance  is  only  in 
the  latter,  even  where  the  creature  is  so  gathered  into  the 
life  of  God,  that  its  state  depends  not  at  all  upon  what 
itself  is,  or  doth,  but  only  upon  what  God  is  and  will  be 
to  his  freely  of  himself,  and  for  his  own  name*s  sake. 

This  is  written  in  love,  for  preservation;  and  not  for 
discouragement  or  destruction ;  but  that  that  which  stand- 
eth,  may  feel  where  to  fix.  For  in  the  highest  state  that 
man  can  be  advanced  to,  yet  if  any  of  the  creaturely  princi- 
ple be  left  in  him  unsubdued,  and  not  yet  buried  with  the 
seed  into  its  death,  there  is  so  far  a  capacity  of  falling;  and 
bis  fall,  in  case  the  Lord  do  suffer  his  feet  to  slip,  will  be 
the  greater,  by  how  much  the  higher  and  more  exalted  he 
was  in  the  dominion  and  presence  of  the  power,  and  by 
how  much  the  more  it  was  unexpected  by  him. 

And  this-  my  heart  hath  often  said  within  me,  and  still 
saith  to  a  weaiy  soUl,  which  hath  felt  the  touches  of  life, 
and  desireth  everlasting  imity  with  it;  yea,  to  all  that  de- 
sire to  walk  with  God,  and  to  abide  in  the  power  of  his  life 
in  any  dispensation;  £eep  the  eye  of  thy  mind  to  the  grace 
which  visits  thee;  not  so  much  to  the  light  which  comes 
Icom  tine  grace,  as  to  the  grace  from  which  the  light  comes; 
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and  daily  look  for  belp  and  remisBion  from  it,  aa  freely  as 
HiOQ  hadst  at  firBt.  And  in  all  losses  and  darknesses,  and 
risings  np  of  guilt  and  condemnation,  cast  thyself  at  the 
fi)ot  of  it,  saying  in  thy  heart,  If  thon  hadst  not  freely  vi^ 
ited  me  at  first,  I  had  not  set  one  step  in  the  path  of  life; 
and  if  thon  dost  not  as  freely  visit  me  still,  and  renew  life 
in  me  daily  of  thine  own  accord,  and  from^  the  same  love 
and  goodness,  I  cannot  bnt  be  liable  to  miscarry.  Oh  that 
I  might  obey  eveiy  beam  of  thy  light,  and  every  moving  of 
thy  life !  but  I  dare  not  undertake  it.  Oh  that  thou  wouldst 
undertake  for  me  my  righteousness,  my  obedience,  my  love 
to  thee !  My  faith  in  thee  is  like  the  morning  dew,  which 
soon  passeth  away,  and  I  cannot  find  or  come  at  it  again ! 
Oh,  raise  up  life  from  an  everlasting  seed,  and  gather  my 
heart  into  it,  and  preserve  me  in  it;  not  according  to  what 
I  am  or  have  done,  or  yet  can  be  or  do ;  but  for  thine  own 
name's  sake,  and  in  thy  love  to  thy  seed,  and  to  thy  creat- 
ure in  and  through  thy  seed  by  the  promise ! 

Thus  as  any  grow  into  the  covenant  of  grace,  through 
the  covenant  of  works  (which  is  necessary  to  be  dispensed 
in  some  measure,  till  the  man's  nature  and  principle  be 
wholly  worn  out  by  it),  they  will  find  sure  footing  there, 
and  building  upon  that,  from  which  the  soul  (that  cleaveth 
to  it  in  the  virtue  and  nature  that  floweth  from  it)  can  never 
be  removed.  Tea,  the  peace  and  safety  of  Israel  in  their 
travels  (fixing  here)  will  be  greater,  and  their  assurance 
greater,  and  their  falls  and  the  prevailings  of  the  enemy 
not  so  daugerous  (that  being  had  recourse  to,  which  never 
fails  of  healing  that  soul  which  lies  at  the  foot  of  it,  and  in 
heart  waits  its  season);  however  they  may  be  hurried  and 
driven  about  with  tempests,  through  the  violence  of  the 
enemy,  and  good  pleasure  of  Him,  who  seeth  it  fit  for  the 
present  state  of  the  soul,  to  have  it  thus  exercised. 

The  intent  of  God,  in  the  salvation  of  man,  is  to  magnify 
the  riches  of  his  grace,  and  the  freeness  of  his  love.  And 
this  is  effected,  as  man  is  broken  in  his  natural  principle 
and  power  of  believing  and  obeying;  and  a  seed  of  life 
freely  raised  np  in  him,  and  he  freely  gathered  into  it,  and 
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preserved  in  it.  And  where  is  tbe  boftster  hefe?*  Or  whare 
is  he,  who,  in  this  state,  can  throw  a  stone  at  another  be- 
cause  of  his  transgressions?  Nay,  naj;  he  that  is  freely 
forgiven,  and  lives  merely  and  for  ever  by  mercy  alone,  he 
is  formed  andbrought  forth  in  the  tenderness  of  the  bowels 
which  begat  and  nourish  him;  and  he  crieth  mightily  for 
the  spreading  of  the  same  bowels  over  other  sinners,  wait- 
ing for  the  season  of  their  visitation  and  gathering  into  the 
same  love,  and  by  the  same  powerful  hand,  if  it  may  be. 

O  my  God,  bring  up  the  power  and  sweetness  of  thy  life 
in  Israel,  and  show  mercy  to  all  nations !  Purge  the  earth 
with  thy  fan,  scatter  the  comiption  thereof  from  the  hearts 
of  the  sons  of  men,  and  make  them  the  paradise  of  thy 
pleasure;  that  thou,  O  living  God,  mayst  dwell  in,  and 
6hiue  forth  from,  thy  temple;  and  it  may  no  longer  lie 
waste,  nor  the  abomination  of  desolation  defile  it,  to  the 
dishonor  of  thy  name,  and  to  the  ruin  and  misery  of  thy 
creation ! 


POSTSCRIPT. 

Some  things  are  exceeding  necessary  for  lost  man  to  be 
Acquainted  with,  in  his  travels  from  his  lost  estate,  into  the 
life  and  peace  of  God:  as, 

1.  To  know  his  lost  estate  and  misery  for  ever,  unless  the 
Lord  pity  and  help  him. 

2.  To  know  the  light,  wherewith  the  Lord  visits  the  souls 
that  sit  in  darkness;  that  he  may  wait  for  the  shinings 
thereof  and  in  them  travel  with  the  leading  Spirit  of  life, 
from  the  darkness  and  death  of  sin  towards  the  land  of  the 
living. 

8.  To  breathe  unto  the  Lord,  and  wait  to  have  his  heart 
joined  to  the  light  and  power  of  life  daily,  and  separated 
from  the  powers  of  death  and  darkness,  under  which  he 
was,  and  still  is,  a  captive,  but  as  the  Lord  appears  for  him, 
and  delivers  him. 

4.  To  put  forth  all  the  strength  of  his  soul  and  mind,  and 
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all  the  members  of  his  body,  in  the  service  of  the  LorcL 
For  as  be  is,  in  any  measure,  set  free  by  the  Lord  from  the 
service  of  sin;  so  is  he  to  serve  and  obey  the  Lord  in 

righteousness. 

5.  To  wait  daily  to  receive  the  strength  from  the  Lord, 
wherewith  he  serveth  the  Lord.  For  thongh,  by  the  re- 
demption of  the  Lord,  he  feels  the  creatnrely  part,  in  some 
measure,  renewed  and  restored,  and  an  ability  received  to 
serve  righteousness,  which  before  he  had  not;  yet  this  is 
not  so  given  to  him,  as  that  the  Lord  hath  it  not  still  in  his 
hand,  who  can  stop  or  let  it  out  at  his  pleasure.  And  happy 
is  that  man,  who  looketh  not  upon  himself  as  somewhat, 
because  of  what  in  any  kind  he  hath  received,  but  feeleth 
his  dependence  upon  the  Lord. 

6.  To  feel  the  grace  and  mercy  of  the  Lord,  in  whatever 
he  receiveth  from  the  Lord,  or  whatever  he  doeth  for  the 
Lord.  It  is  all  of  the  Lord ;  happy  is  the  man  that  sees  it. 
It  is  the  mercy  of  the  Lord,  that  man  is  not  consumed. 
It  is  the  mercy  of  the  Lord,  that  any  man  in  any  state  (or 
degree  of  life  and  redemption)  is  preserved.  The  mercy  of 
the  Lord  endureth  for  evcr^  therefore  is  Israel  safe.  This  will 
be  the  song  of  praise  in  tlie  house  of  the  Lord  for  ever. 

7.  To  wait  for  the  wasting  of  the  man,  and  the  raising  up 
of  the  seed  day  by  day ;  that  that  to  which  the  covenant  0% 
works  is  natural,  and  which  cannot  but  desire  it  and  seek 
to  live  by  it,  may  be  worn  out;  and  that  to  which  the  cove- 
nant of  grace  is  as  natural  (if  not  more),  and  which  alone 
lives  by  the  promise,  and  through  the  faith,  and  in  the  grace 
which  freely  flows  from  the  etenial  fountain,  may  be  raised 
up,  and  succeed  in  the  place  and  stead  thereof. 

Here  is  safety  indeed.  Here  is  everlasting  righteousness 
so  brought  in,  as  tnat  it  can  never  be  removed  out  of  the 
heart  more.  Here  everlasting  life  and  the  soul  are  one  for 
ever.  Here  is  no  more  going  into  captivity;  which  Israel, 
'settled  in  Canaan,  and  enjoying  the  sweetness  and  rest 
thereof,  under  the  first  covenant  may.  Here  are  no  tears, 
nor  sighing,  nor  departing  from  the  life,  nor  grieving  the 
Holy  Spirit  of  the  Lord,  nor  being  grieved  by  it  any  more ; 
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but  what  the  heart  desires  of  God,  and  what  God  desires  of 
the  heart,  mutually  received;  and  the  going  forth,  and  the 
coming  in,  and  the  abiding,  one  and  the  same  for  ever;  the 
same  life  and  power  and  love  and  eternal  sweetness  being 
all  and  in  all  for  ever.  This  is  the  mark  of  Israel,  and  the 
haven  of  its  eternal  rest,  to  which  the  Lord  is  leading  the 
poor,  hungryy  erapiy^  mourning^  affUciedy  tossed  souls,  to  whom 
it  is  as  sure  in  the  love  and  good-will  of  God  (and  in  the 
counsel  of  his  heart  determined  thereupon),  as  if  they  were 
already  iu  it. 
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TO  FRIENDS 

In  England^  Ireland,  Scotland,  Holland,  Ksw  Englani^ 

Barbadoes,  or  anywhbrb  blsb,  where  thb  Lord  God 

shall  order  this  to  come,  in  the  tender  spirit 

of  life  and  love,  greeting. 

O  Friends! 

In  the  pure  love  of  God,  and  fresh  hreath  of  his  living 
Spirit,  is  it  now  on  my  heart  to  write  unto  you,  in  fear,  in 
tenderness,  in  meltings,  and  true  sense  of  spirit;  and  the 
Lord  so  guide  my  heart  and  words,  as  that  they  may 
reach  the  witness  in  the  hearts  of  all  that  shall  read,  and 
may  be  felt  by  that  to  be  purely  of  God,  and  not  at  all  of 
the  birth,  will,  or  wisdom  of  the  flesh. 

I  remember,  I  remember,  O  Friends!  and  it  is  in  my 
heart  to  put  you  in  remembrance  of  the  cloudy,  dismal,  and 
dark  day,  wherein  the  Shepherd  of  Israel  visited  our  soul*, 
and  what  condition  we  were  in,  when  he  caused  the  light  of 
life  to  shine  upon  our  tabernacles,  and  to  spring  up  in  us. 
Oh  the  desolation,  the  desolation  that  our  souls  were  in, 
in  that  day!  Oh  the  wanderings  up  and  down,  the  seekings^ 
huntings,  mournings,  bitter  complaints,  and  deep  distresses 
for  want  of  our  God,  and  for  want  of  the  guidance  of  his 
good  Spirit!  Who  can  utter  now  what  was  then  felt  of  the 
Uiickness  of  darkness,  of  the  misery,  the  loss,  the  dreadful 
captivity  that  our  poor  souls  were  entangled  and  wrappetl 
up  in  ?  Oh,  how  acceptable  was  the  visitation  of  GoJ  Aien ! 
how  deep  was  the  sense  of  his  tender  mercy  in  risiting! 
how  glad  was  the  soul  then  of  the  living  path  revealed  f 
how  unfeigned  did  it  cleave  unto  the  Lord,  and  embrace 
the  measure  of  his  life  revealed  inwardly  to  the  mind!  how 
did  it  fear!  how  did  it  wait!  bow  did  it  watch  against  tiie 
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enemy,  and  cry  to  the  Father  for  his  help!  How  beautiful 
were  the  feet,  and  how  pleasant  the  visitationB  of  them, 
who  brought  the  tidings  of  this  life  and  peace !  What  love, 
what  unity,  what  embracing  one  another  in  this  life,  was 
then  witnessed  in  the  hearts  of  one  another!  and  where  this 
lives  and  grows  to  this  day,  oh  how  precious  is  that  ves- 
sel I  but  where  the  life  in  any  is  departed  from,  where  an- 
other thing,  of  another  nature^hath  entered  and  been  enter- 
tiiined  by  any,  there  it  is  not  so ;  but  there  the  love  is  growTi 
cold,  the  mind  changed,  the  goodness  of  the  Lord  forgotten, 
and  the  poor  soul  again  entangled  in  that  which  formerly  it 
felt  some  release  and  deliverance  from. 

Now  that  the  enemy  would  endeavor  to  entangle  the 
minds  of  the  redeemed,  and  to  draw  them  back  from  the 
Lord,  and  his  pure  measure  of  life  in  the  heart,  towards 
perdition  again,  that  is  not  to  be  questioned ;  it  being  his 
nature  and  property  so  to  do;  and  that  he  would  use  not 
only  his  strength,  but  also  his  subtlety  and  deceivableuess 
to  effect  this  (his  aim  being  at  the  church  and  redeemed  of 
God,  more  than  at  the  world);  appearing  as  an  angel  of 
light,  in  motions  like  light,  in  ways  like  life;  this  is  not  to 
be  doubted  of  either;  for  how  else  could  he  gain  upon  that, 
whose  eye  is  towards,  and  whose  aim  i3  after,  the  Lord? 
But  this  is  the  great  thing  for  my  heart,  and  the  hearts  of 
Friends,  to  be  exercised  in,  to  wait  on  the  Lord  in  his  true 
light,  clearly  to  discern  how  far  we  have  been  assaulted  by 
this  enemy,  and  how  far  the  Lord  hath  preserved  us  from 
his  assaults,  or  suffered  liim  to  prevail  upon  us ;  for  he  hath 
prevailed  in  former  ages,  under  the  ministration  of  the  law 
in  the  prophets*  days,  and  under  the  ministration  of  the 
gospel  in  the  apostles'  days;  yea,  and  I  must  needs  say,  he 
hath  also  prevailed  in  our  day^,  on  all  that  ha^'e  not  watched 
in  the  pure  fear,  and  been  [reserved  by  the  pure  power  of 
the  Lord.  Now  doth  it  not  concern  every  one  to  look  up  ti> 
the  Lord,  to  guide  his  heart  in  searching,  that  he  may  truly 
understand  his  state?  That,  if  he  can  witness  the  prc8er\-a- 
tion  of  the  power,  he  may  sing  praise  to  the  power;  but  if 
he  hath  been  betrayed,  and  come  to  a  loss,  he  may^eek  af" 
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ter  the  power  of  life  again,  and  wait  for  deliverance  and 

restoring  by  it.  For  with  the  Lord  God  is  mercy  and  bow- 
els, and  he  seeketh  after  and  sareth  the  lost,  not  once  only, 
but  again  and  again ;  only  here  is  the  great  danger  of  souls, 
when  they  are  ignorant  of  their  captivity,  and  judge  in 
themselves,  and  are  guided  by  that  which  should  be  judged 
down  and  destroyed  in  them.  When  darkness  is  the  light 
and  leader  in  the  mind,  oh,  whither  doth  that  soul  travel ! 
How  doth  it  judge,  think,  act!  how  sure  Moth  the  enemy 
hold  it  in  his  bonds  and  chains!  how  easily  doth  he  preju- 
dice it  against  that  which  is  of  God,  and  for  its  good,  and 
incline  it  to  think  favorably  of  that  which  only  appeareth 
to  be  of  God,  but  is  not,  and  is  to  its  hurt ! 

Now,  Friends,  there  were  three  things  on  my  heart  this 
morning,  which  sprang  up  in  true  sense  and  demonstration 
of  Qt>d's  Spirit,  as  subtle  engines  which  the  enemy  hath  en- 
deavored to  make  use  of  to  hurt  our  souls);  which  any  that 
have  been  entangled  in,  have  received  hurt  by,  and  those 
that  have  escaped  have  cause  to  bless  .the  name  of  the  pre- 
server of  Israel. 

The  first  is  this:  By  begetting  in  persons  prjBJudices 
against  those  whom  the  Lord  hath  chosen,  and  pleaseth  to 
make  use  of  in  ministering  to  his  people.  Precious  is  the 
ministry  that  is  in  the  Spirit,  for  the  building  up  in  life,  as 
well  as  for  begetting.  How  doth  the  enemy  strive  to  preju- 
dice the  world  against  them,  that  there  may  be  no  beget- 
ting to  God  from  amongst  them !  And  how  doth  he  also 
endeavor  to  raise  prejudices  amongst  the  begotten,  that  he 
may  interrupt,  and,  if  possible,  stop  their  building  up. 

The  second  is  this:  To  draw  men  from  eying  and  sub- 
jecting to  the  present  dispensation,  by  an  earnest  looking 
after  and  waiting  for  another,  or  further.  The  security  and 
blessing  of  the  soul  lies  in  the  present  dispensation,  in 
bowing  to  God  there,  in  being  diligent  under  the  exercises 
of  his  Spirit  therein.  Now  that  which  draws  the  mind 
another  way  from  the  present  exercise,  from  belief  in 
the  present  gift,  under  a  specious  pretence  of  waiting  for 
somewhat  more  glorious  to  appear,  betrays  and  deceives, 
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in  thus  turning  the  mind  out  of  the  path  which  Qod  holds 
forth  and  guides  into,  towards  expectation  of  a  path  as  yet 
to  be  revealed. 

The  third  is  this:  Under  a  pretence  of  sticking  to  the 
enlightening  and  guidance  of  one's  own  measure,  to  set  up 
a  sense  and  judgment  in  the  mind,  both  concerning  per- 
sons, practices,  and  things,  which  is  not  truly  of  the  meas- 
ure, but  secretly  instilled  into  and  raised  up  in  the  mind, 
contrary  to  the  pure  measure  of  life.  All  lliese  have  I  not 
only  seen  in  spirit,  but  been  sorely  assaulted  with ;  and  that 
they  have  not  prevailed  upon  me  even  to  destruction,  is 
the  tender  mercy  and  kindness  of  the  Lord  unto  me ;  and 
in  that  tenderness  and  love,  for  the  preservation  of  others, 
do  I  write  these  things.  And  indeed  I  have  somewhat  in 
my  heart  to  say  singly  and  nakedly  concerning  each  of 
these,  which  the  Lord  guide  and  bless  to  the  conditions  of 
those  who  stand  in  need  thereof 

First,  Concerning  those  prejudices  which  the  enemy  is 
apt  to  lay  before  the  minds  of  Friends  concerning  those 
whom  the  Lord  hath  chosen  to  minister  to  them  in  the 
power  of  his  truth,  I  shall  say  this:  Look  over  the  former 
dispensations  of  God)  there  were  false  prophets  under  the 
law,«nd  false  apostles  and  ministers  in  the  time  of  that 
dispensation  of  the  gospel,  who  did  strive  and  labor  hard  to 
disturb,  undermine  and  overturn  the  building  and  work  of 
God  in  the  spirits  of  his  people  then ;  but  did  God  suffer 
the  true  prophets  under  the  law,  or  the  true  i^ostles,  to 
&11  and  lose  their  ministry?  And  is  not  this  present  dis- 
pensation pure  and  living,  and  able  to  preserve  both  the  in- 
structors and  instructed  in  the  Lord?  It  is  natural  to  the 
enemy  to  suggest  such  a  thing;  but  let  all  that  fear  the 
Lord,  and  love  his  truth,  take  h^ed  how  they  entertain 
such  a  suggestion.  Besides,  he  that  hath  felt  the  pure 
power  in  his  heart,  and  waited  to  be  carried  through  the 
work  of  it^  and  hath  been  carried  through  and  brought  in- 
to the  dominion,  and  set  as  a  pillar  in  the  temple  of  the 
Lord,  it  is  not  easy,  if  possible,  Ibr  him  to  fall,  the  Lord 
having  undertaken  for  him,  that  he  shall  go  no  morefarth^ 
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as  Bev.  iii.  12.  Bnt  let  me  aqr  tbie  to  thee,  0  soul!  who« 
ever  hast  entertaned  this  prejudice,  Thou,  through  prqu* 
dices  and  suggestions,  judgest  them  fitllen;  but  do  not  they, 
in  the  true  eternal  light  of  the  Spirit  of  life,  see  thee  fellen  ? 
Nay,  if  thou  couldst  but  retire  to  the  pure  measure  that 
at  first  quickened  thee,  mightest  not  thou  feel  thy  own  fall? 

To  the  second,  of  drawing  out  the  mind  to  look  after  an- 
other or  further  dispensation,  I  have  this  to  say;  Consider 
what  this  .dispensation  is ;  is  it  not  of  the  seed  itself?  Is  it 
not  of  the  light,  life,  and  power  of  the  Father,  manifested 
in  the  seed,  and  in  the  soul  through  the  seed?  Is  not  the 
sense  quick,  and  the  love  pure,  where  this  is  felt?  What 
wouldst  thou  have  poor  soul?  Oh  that  thou  feltest  the  vir- 
tue and  power  of  this!  surely  thou  wouldst  then  find  that 
thou  mightest  sit  down  here  in  the  peace,  purity,  power, 
dominion,  and  perfection  of  life ;  for  it  is  all  in  the  seed, 
and  to  be  revealed  to  thee,  and  become  thine,  as  thou  art 
gathered  into  the  seed,  and  the  seed  opened  in  thee.  Be- 
sides, are  there  not  many  that  have  witnessed,  and  that  can 
witness  from  God,  that  this  is  the  dispensation  which  is  to 
go  through  the  whole  earth?  And  shall  it  be  laid  aside 
in  the  beginning  of  its  work?  "If  there  had  been  a  law 
given,  which  could  have  given  life  *'  (said  the  apostle)  "right- 
eousness should  have  been  by  the  law."  God  doth  not 
change.  When  he  hath  brought  forth  that  which  will  do 
the  ^ing,  why  should  he  change  it?  Now  of  the  ability  of 
this  there  are  many  witnesses;  yea,  it  hath  brought  forth 
life  and  righteousness  in  those  that  have  been  subject  to  it, 
and  was  once  owned  as  the  desire  of  our  souls,  and  became 
a  covering  to  our  eyes,  that  we  could  look  no  further;  our 
hearts,  in  the  sense  and  life  of  truth,  being  satisfied  that 
this  was  the  very  thing  we  had  long  mourned  after,  and 
waited  for.  Oh!  that  which  begets  another  sense  in  any  of 
us  (under  what  pretence  or  appearance  soever),  let  it  be  the 
abomination  of  our  souls,  that  we  hearken  not,  nor  give 
the  least  entertainment  to  it,  lest  by  it  we  are  betrayed  of 
our  portion  in  the  blessed  treasure  and  inheritance. 

To  the  third  I  say:  It  is  a  standing  truth,  the  standard 
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we  were  invited  to,  and  to  wbicli  we  are  to  keep  for  ever, 
even  the  measure  of  life  in  our  own  vessels.  This  will  jus- 
tify us  in  our  subjection  to  whatever  it  reveals;  and  its  jas- 
tifiication  will  stand,  whatsoever  any  man  else  shall  say  to 
the  contrary.  But  this  is  at  unity  in  itselfj  and  never  op- 
poseth  the  motion  or  appearance  of  life  in  another.  Now 
this  is  certain,  the  enemy  will  appear  as  near  life  and  its 
motion  as  he  can;  and  if  I  receive  his  appearance,  I  am  not 
subject  to  the  measure  of  life  in  me,  but  to  him  under  his 
deceitful  appearance.  Therefore  if  that  which  appears  like 
life  in  thee  contradict  a  practice  or  appearance  of  life  in 
others  (who  were  in  the  truth  before  thee,  and  are  in  the 
growth  thereof  fer  beyond  thee),  oughtest  thou  not  to  be 
sober  in  spirit,  and  to  wait  in  fear,  lest  thou  shouldat  be  de- 
ceived; lest  thou  shouldst  exalt  self  and  the  enemy  in  thee, 
and  not  the  truth;  yea,  lest  thy  heart  should  grow  hard, 
and  thy  neck  stif^  against  those  who  are  over  thee  in  the 
Lord,  and  so  thou  lose  the  benefit  of  their  watching  over 
thee,  and  counsel  to  thee,  and  of  God's  preservation :  for 
out  of  the  truth,  in  the  deceitful  appearance,  there  is  no 
preservation,  nor  true  light,  nor  justification  of  life;  but 
self-conceit,  fleshly  confidence,  and  the  justification  of  a 
man*s  own  spirit;  and  his  wisdom  then  gets  up,  and  exalts 
itselfi  ^  if  i^  were  the  right  thing.  The  Lord  gave  the 
measure  of  life  to  thee;  and  the  Lord  also  hath  given  &- 
thers,  guides,  instructors,  watchmen  in  his  Israel.  These 
have  a  service  from  the  Lord  towards  thee,  who  knoweth 
that  thy  soul  hath  need  of  that  service:  now  if  the  enemy 
can  prejudice  thee  against,  and  withdraw  thee  from,  the  use 
of  what  thou  needest,  art  thou  not  in  danger  of  fidling  and 
miscarriage  ?  Dost  not  thou  set  up  the  measure  of  life  in  thee 
(if  not  another  thing)  beyond  its  place,  state,  and  growth! 
And  can  any  thing  grow  and  thrive  out  of  the  order  and 
wisdom  of  God?  Kay,  nay;  the  veiy  measure  of  life  itself 
will  this  way  come  to  wither  and  die  in  thee,  and  another 
thing  live  in  its  place;  and  the  sword  of  the  Lord  will  be 
drawn  against  thee,  and  thou  wilt  be  cut  off  from  the  body, 
and  also  from  him  who  is  the  quickener  and  preserver  of 
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the  body.  Tliorefore,  my  frieiMb,  as  the  enemy  watcheth 
to  deceive  «nd  destroy,  so  the  Lord  keep  our  souls  in  the 
true  watch  and  looking  up  to  him,  who  (to  those  that  fear 
him)  discovereth  the  deceit,  and  preserveth  from  the  snare. 

And  this  is  witnessed  concerning  the  measure  of  life  in 
the  heart,  and  the  way  of  its  acting  and  operation,  that  it 
always  acts  in  its  place,  even  in  due  subjection  to  the  Father 
of  spirits,  and  to  his  life  in  others  according  to  its  growth ; 
for  there  is  no  rent  nor  division  in  the  living  body ;  no  set- 
ting up  one  measure  of  life  against  another  measure,  or 
one  motion  of  life  against  another  motion,  or  one  practice 
against  another;  but  all  there  is  in  the  unity,  in  the  love, 
in  the  tenderness,  in  the  sense,  in  the  peace,  in  the  domin- 
ion, in  the  subjection;  and  that  which  dittereth  or  dissent- 
cth  from  the  life,  interrupting  the  union  and  uniformity  in 
the  life,  is  not  of  the  life;  which  when  it  is  everywhere  cast 
out,  life  to  life  will  answer  everj'where;  which  day  my  soul 
breatheth  and'waitetli  for,  even  the  day  wherein  life  alone 
j^hall  live  and  reign  in  every  vessel,  and  all  the  devices  and 
snares  of  the  enemy  not  be  able  to  enter  upon  or  catch  any 
of  Qod*s  little  simple-hearted  ones;  but  still,  by  the  power 
of  life  rising  \\\  clearness  against  them,  be  thrown  back  up- 
on the  enemy,  to  his  torment  and  distidvantage. 

And,  O  dear  lambs !  consider  how  easy  it  is  for  you  to 
mistake,  eiT,  and  wancter  from  the  truth ;  and  do  not  refuse 
the  care,,  watchfulness,  and  tender  counsel  of  those  who 
were  instrumental  to  beget  you  to,  and  are  yet  over  you,  in 
the  Lord,  Alas  I  how  easy  is  it  for  the  enemy  to  deceive 
your  simplicity,  and  get  between  you  and  your  life;  and 
then  ye  are  liable  to  mis-see  and  mis-act  in  all  ye  do,  and 
to  follow  the  enemy,  as  if  he  were  your  right  guide;  and  to 
fight  against,  and  resist  him,  who  is  your  true  leader,  as  if 
he  were  your  enemy !  The  life  in  you  is  to  be  your  guide 
and  leader,  as  it  groweth  up  and  reoeiveth  ability,  strength, 
and  dominion  from  the  Lord;  but  the  heir  is  to  be  under 
tutors  and  governors,  till  the  time  appointed  of  the  Father. 
And  tlie  seed  is  meek,  humble,  tender,  lowly,  sensible  of 
its  own  state  and  weakness,  and  subject  to  the  exaltation, 
Vol.  IL—  89 
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dominion,  and  pure  authority  of  life  in  others,  where  the 
Lord  hath  so  exalted  it  That  which  is  otherwise  in  you 
(which  is  high,  exidted,  conceited  of  itself,  and  not  snbject 
to  every  degree  of  ^fe  in  others,  according  to  its  state)  is 
another  thing,  which  is  not  of  the  true  kind,  but  only  un- 
der a  guise  appears  to  you  as  the  true;  and  as  it  gets  en- 
trance, corrupts  your  hearts  from  the  true,  and  distils  its 
l)oison  into  j-our  spirits !  which  ye  believing,  entertaining, 
and  feeding  upon,  as  if  it  were  the  true,  grow  up  in  liis 
poiHonful  nature,  losing  the  pure  nature  and  fellowship  of 
the  body,  and  are  travelling  whither  j-e  are  not  aware;  be- 
ing gone  from  that  which  first  gathered,  into  that  which, 
through  subtlety,  hath  deceived,  appearing  to  you  as  if  it 
was  still  the  same,  and  that  ye  still  keep  to  it,  but  others 
are  departed:  whereas  the  thing  is  clean  contrary  in  the 
siglit  of  the  Lord,  and  in  the  sight  of  those  who  keep  to 
the  anointing,  and  see  with  his  eye.  Therefore,  O  dear 
lambs  and  babes  1  what  need  have  we  to  wait  in  tender 
Hense  for  the  Lord's  preservation  of  us  in  that  nature,  spirit, 
and  life,  whereof  we  were  begotten,  and  wherein  we  were 
taught,  that  there  we  may  still  learn  and  keep  to  the  true 
teaching,  in  the  innocency  and  simplicity  of  love,  and  not 
hearken  to  the  wisdom  and  reasonings  of  another  spirit, 
who  lieth  at  watch  to  catch  the  mind  with  his  wiles,  and 
<lraw  from  the  true  thing.  Mark  llow  we  learneil  at  first: 
was  it  not  in  a  nature,  by  a  secret  instinct  and  inclination 
of  our  minds  towards  the  life,  and  the  path,  ways,  and 
practices  thereof,  whereinto  the  body,  whieli  before  had 
been  gathered,  was  led  and  walked  before  us  ?  The  same 
life,  when  it  maketh  us  part  of  the  flock,  bringetli  us  into 
the  same  footsteps;  and  there  we  walk  with  them,  in  the 
unity  of  the  same  life,  and  sense  of  the  same  leader;  but  if 
the  enemy  can  at  any  time  draw  us  from  this  sense,  aud 
from  the  belief  and  practices  or  practice  which  we  received 
in  this  sense,  even  out  of  the  limits  of  this  nature  and  its 
naturalness,  how  easy  is  it  for  him  to  persuade  us  to  ques- 
tion right  things  in  our  minds  and  understandings,  as  if  they 
were  wrong  (darkening  our  eye  and  oansing  us  to  overlook 
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and  foi^t  the  leading  and  iiiotkm  wkick  we  had  in  the 
true  sense  and  nature  from  the  anointing  itadf),  and  so 
confidently  ta  tbink  and  conclude,  that  we  took  up  such  or 
such  a  practice  by  imitation,  and  have  held  it  np  in  form. 
Whereas  the  Lord,  who  forgetteth  not  what  and  how  he 
hath  wrought  in  us,  knoweth  that  we  took  it  up  in  the 
sense  and  leading  osf  his  truth,  and  are  now  tempted  from 
that  in  the  reasoning  subtlety,  which  we  formerly  practised 
in  the  true  innocent  simplicity.  And  thus  getting  into  us 
a  belief  and  entertainment  of  his  snare,  he  draws  us  from 
that  which  at  first  led  us,  and  from  the  practices  we  were 
at  first  led  into,  to  hearken  to  him,  and  follow  him,  who  in- 
structeth  us  in  a  way  we  were  not  instructed  in  before 
while  the  Lord  instructed  us;  and  so  destroyeth  his  nature, 
and  the  work  of  his  Spirit  in  us,  dividing  us  both  from  the 
head  and  living  body ;  and  so  our  standing,  growth,  sense, 
and  judgment  is  altered,  and  we  are  neither  to  the  Lord 
what  we  were  before,  nor  is  he  to  us  what  he  was  before ; 
for  he  hates  that  spirit  in  all  its  appearances,  and  cannot 
have  unity  with  the  souls  that  are  entangled  by  it.  There- 
fore, dear  friends,  as  we  prize  our  gathering  to,  and  abiding 
with,  the  Lord,  and  the  enjoyment  of  his  love,  peace,  joy, 
and  presence  at  present,  and  the  crow^n  and  inheritance  of 
life  with  him  for  ever;  so  let  us  fear,  so  let  us  watch,  so  let 
us  cry  unto  him,  to  be  preserved  by  him,  which  gathered 
us  in  that  into  which  he  gathered,  and  not  by  any  means 
be  betrayed  (through  subtlety  of  the  enemy)  into  another 
thing,  where  the  life  of  the  body  (and  union  with  the 
l)ody)  cannot  possibly  be  witnessed,  nor  the  true  justifica- 
tion of  the  Lord ;  but  only  an  appearing  justification  of  a 
man's  own  spirit,  which  must  afterwards  come  under  con- 
demnation. Ye,  who  are  in  the  living  and  true  sense,  will 
feel  my  love,  tenderness,  and  faithfulness  in  what  I  write ; 
and  ye  who  are  not,  the  Lord  God  of  bowels  pity,  and  re- 
cover you  out  of  the  snare  and  wrong  judgment,  that  ye 
may  feel  it;  and  feeling  that  which  is  true,  may  be  joined 
to  it,  drinking  of  its  virtue  and  preservation,  and  liv^; 
which  is  the  earnest  desire  of  my  soul  to  the  Lord,  who  am 
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From  Aylesburj  priton,  tbe  14th 
of  Uio  Fifth  month,  1666. 


POSTSCRIPT. 

Dear  friends,  brethren^  lambs,  and  plants  of  the  Most 
High,  it  is  in  my  heart  to  add  one  thing,  which  I  have  been 
deeply  exercised  about,  and  have  received  help  jBx)m  the 
Lord  in,  wherein  I  am  truly  willing,  in  faithfulness  and  ten- 
derness, to  be  helpful  to  any  of  you  that  stand  in  need  there^ 
of,  OS  the  Lord  shall  give  me  ability  and  opportunity.  It  ia 
this: — 

Among  other  things,  wherewith  tlie  enemy  endeavoretli 
to  reproach  those  whom  the  Lord  hath  sent  forth  among  us, 
he  maketh  use  of  tliis,  as  if  they  wanted  bowels  and  tender- 
ness. Kow,  friends,  I  beseech  you  to  consider  it,  that  the 
enemy  may  not  thus  enter  you.  Did  not  the  Lord  consider 
of  his  work,  and  whom  he  sent  forth  in  this  his  service  and 
labor  of  love?  Doth  he  not  know  the  need  of  bowels  and 
tenderness  in  them,  and  would  he  not  especially  furnisli 
them  therewith?  Yea,  have  they  not  bowels  from  and  in 
the  Lord?  And  doth  not  the  eye  that  is  open  see  and  ac- 
knowledge their  bowels,  and  bless  the  Lord  for  them?  I 
have  lately  been  often  warmed  in  the  true  sense  of  it,  and 
have  felt  tliat  therein  I  have  not  blessed  his  name  in  vain ; 
but  the  thing  is  so  in  the  sense  of  truth,  and  so  acknowl- 
edged before  the  Lord  in  that  which  erretli  not:  only  as 
true  judgment  and  severity  hath  its  proper  place  in  the 
Lord,  as  well  as  his  mercy,  and  ifl  made  use  of  by  him  tow- 
ards his  people,  as  all  by  experience  know;  so  must  it  be  in 
them  also  that  bear  his  unage;  who  must  know,  in  his  wis- 
dom and  authority,  whom  to  smite  with  his  rod  and  sharp 
i^proofs,  and  when  and  whom  to  cherish  in  the  tenderness 
aiid  meltings  of  love.  And  this  is  also  love  and  tender- 
neflB(and  hath  sweet  and  precious  virtue  and  usefulness  in  it, 
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both  for  the  recovery  and  restoring  of  those  whose  condition 
calls  for  the  sharp  stroke,  and  for  the  preserv^ation  of  the 
rest),  though  it  doth  not  so  appear  to  that  which  by  no 
means  can  endure  tlie  judgment,  but  would  have  the  ten- 
derness and  mercy  which  belongs  not  to  it;  for  the  mercy 
is  to  be  broken,  to  the  humble,  to  the  meek,  to  the  afflicted, 
and  bowed-down  ones  under  tlie  sense  of  judgment;  not  to 
tlie  stiff  and  stubborn  against  the  rigliteous  judgments  and 
testimonies  of  the  Lord.  And,  my  friends,  consider,  could 
tlie  Lord  carry  on  his  glorious  work  in  the  hearts  of  his 
children  without  his  judgments?  Or  can  they  who  are  sent 
by  him  possibly  carry  on  his  work  lunong  his  people,  with- 
out making  use  of  his  pruning-knitV,  to  cut  off  that  which 
sprouted  out  unnaturally  and  unsoasoruibly,  which  (if  it  be 
let  alone)  will  draw  away  the  sap  tVonji  that  which  should 
be  fed  and  nourished  with  it?  Dear  friends,  the  Lord  give 
you  a  true  sense,  that  in  his  light,  life,  wisdom,  and  pres- 
ence, ye  may  justify  what  is  oi'  him,  discerning  between 
things  that  differ;  and  not  call  any  thing  that  is  evil  (as  the 
tenderness  which  is  out  of  him  is)  good;  nor  any  thing  that 
is  good  (as  the  judgment  and  severity  which  is  of  him  is) 
evil;  but  may  rightly  distingiiisli  hetween  the  nature  of 
things,  knowing  every  thing  that  is  of  God,  and  owning  it 
in  its  place. 

A ylos-bury  prison,  the  20th  of  t!io 
Sixth  iiiontlr,  inUG. 


.^.n* 
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ONE   MORE 

.     TENDER   YISITATION 

TO 

THE    MEX    OF    THIS    GENERATION. 

SENT  TO  TUEM  IN  BOWELS  OF  LOVE  AND  TENDER  COMPASSION, 
BEFORE  THEIR  DAY  BE  OVER. 

Oh  that  those  who  read  this  might  read  with  a  right  under- 
standing, and  have  a  true  sense  of  what  is  here  proi»osed 
for  the  good  of  their  souls! 

If  there  he  a  God,  and  if  this  God  hath  let  down  a  prin- 
ciple of  life  from  himself  into  the  hearts  of  the  sons  of  men, 
to  gather  them  out  of  the  world  unto  himself  by ;  and  if  we 
have  been  directed  to,  and  enlightened  by,  this  prineiplo, 
and  have  heard  his  voice,  and  been  gathered  to  him  in  it, 
and  therein  have  been  taught  his  true  spiritual  worship,  and 
drawn  out  of  the  worships,  fashions,  customs,  and  ways  of 
the  world,  who  are  estranged  from  God,  and  walk  in  their 
own  wisdom,  satisfying  the  lusts  of  the  flesh,  and  of  the 
mind,  and  doing  what  is  right  in  their  own  eyes, — I  say,  it' 
it  be  indeed  so  with  us,  then  that  which  any  do  against  us 
in  this  respect,  they  do  against  God.  The  risings  of  heart 
against  us,  the  hard  words  and  reproaches,  the  contriving 
to  destroy  or  root  us  out  of  the  land,  the  making  and  exe- 
cuthig  sharp  laws  against  us,  &c.,  all  this,  and  whatever  else 
is  done  against  us  on  this  occasion,  must  needs  be  done 
against  him. 

And  what  will  this  produce?  Will  it  not  also  engage  the 
wisdom  and  power  of  the  Lord  against  you  ?  He  may  let  us 
suffer  long,  and  let  you  bo  hardened  against  us,  as  if  we 


ISAAC  PSNIN6T0K.  468 

were  not  of  God,  by  the  slips  and  foolishness  of  such  who 
have  seemed  to  be  of  us,  but  have  not  kept  to  his  truth ;  yet 
still  those  that  keep  to  the  Spirit  and  truth  of  God,  are  of 
God,  and  he  is  tender  of  tliem.  And  if  lie  that  touched  Is- 
i-ael^fter  the  flciih,  torched  the  apple  of  his  eye,  what  doth 
he  that  toucheth  his  spiritual  Israel?  We  arc  content  and 
(luiet  under  what  the  Lord  suffers  to  befall  us  from  you; 
hut  ye  will  find,  in  the  end,  it  will  not  be  well  for  you  to 
deal  so  with  ns.  The  Lord  hath  a  spiritual  crown,  dignity, 
and  dominion  in  the  hearts  of  many  in  this  nation ;  why 
should  he  not  enjoy  it?  AVliy  should  not  men  let  him  enjoy 
his  heavenly  rule,  who  giveth  to  them  their  earthly,  and 
who  can  take  it  from  them  when  he  pleaseth?  See  Dan.  iv. 
:i2.  and  35. 

Therefore,  my  dear  countiymcn  (and  ye  especially  that 
are  in  authority),  consider,  oh  consider  before  it  be  too  late! 
I  hope,  I  lH)i)e  (though  the  provocations  have  been  verj' 
irrcat)  that  it  is  not  yet  too  late  for  many  of  you  to  find  a 
place  of  repentance  and  remission  with  the  Lord.  If  ye 
ran  plead  ignorance  before  the  Lord,  and  that  ye  have  not 
known  what  ye  have  done  herein,  he  i>itieth  that,  if  ye  yet 
hearken  to  his  counsel  and  reproof,  and  return  unto  him. 
lie  hath  power  to  destroy  this  nation ;  he  hath  power  to  do 
what  he  will  in  this  nation.  Oh!  fear  before  him,  and  take 
heed  of  fighting  against  him  before  whom  none  can  stand. 

Ala.s !  if  3-e  knew  what  we  were  doing,  while  ye  are  at- 
dieting  and  persecuting  us  for  our  subjection  to  the  Lord, 
surely  it  could  not  but  melt  and  overcome  you; -even  how 
Ave  have  been  mourning  and  wrestling  nuiny  times  with  our 
God,  in  earnest  prayera  and  supplications  to  him  for  you; 
not  that  we  might  escape  your  wrath  (which  he  enableth  us 
to  bear),  but  that  ye  might  escape  his  fury,  and  terrible  in- 
<lignation,  which  we  know  is  re-ady  to  break  forth,  and  tliat 
ye  will  not  be  able  to  bear  it,  when  it  doth  break  forth;  but 
it  will  pursue,  overtake,  break  to  pieces,  and  scatter,  and 
there  will  be  none  to  deliver. 

Are  not  tliese  things  serious?  Are  they  not  true?  Are 
they  not  written  in  love?    Why  should  they  not  take  place 
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in  you?  Oh!  come  out  of  the  circle  and  mist  of  darkness, 
that  ye  may  see  the  truth  of  them.  If  ye  be  not  in  the  nat- 
ure of  Christians,  do  not  deceive  ^-ourselves,  and  provoke 
God,  in  taking  the  name  unto  you.  If  ye  be  true  Christians, 
do  not  judge  or  walk  as  men,  even  in  and  according  tp  the 
wisdom  of  the  earthly  principle;  but  feel  that  i)rineiplc 
whicli  is  of  God,  and  in  that  wait  for,  and  learn  to  hear  and 
know  the  voice  of  God,  and  that  will  lead  (out  of  uU  profane 
ways,  out  of  all  superstitious  ways,  yea,  out  of  all  the  ways 
that  man's  fallen  wisdom  hath  taught  and  erred  in)  into  the 
way  of  true  and  sound  judgment,  where  the  true  reforma- 
tion within  will  be  witnessed  by  you,  and  the  true  reforma- 
tion without  brought  forth  through  you  (thus  acting),  and 
no  separation  or  rent  from  you  heard  of  by  them  that  fear 
the  Lord. 

But  till  then,  the  principle  of  God,  the  life  of  God  in  the 
heart,  the  pure  wisdom  which  is  from  above,  cannot  own 
that  whicli  is  from  below,  in  its  full,  in  its  separation  from 
the  true;  but  must  remain  distinct  from  it,  and  a  faithful 
witness  against  it.  And  I  say  again  and  again,  in  the  love 
and  fear  of  God  unto  you,  take  heed  how  yo  persecute  this 
in  any,  or  any  because  of  this:  for  it  >Yill  lie  more  heavy 
upon  you  in  the  day  of  God's  pleading  with  you,  and  exe- 
cuting his  righteous  judgments,  than  all  your  other  sins. 
If  ye  have  ears  to  hear,  oh !  hear,  and  cast  up  your  accounts, 
making  your  peace  with  God  before  liis  wrath  break  forth 
against  you  like  a  flood,  which  none  can  stop. 

Feel  my  love,  and  the  meltings  of  my  spirit  for  you  be- 
fore the  Lord;  and  be  not  hardened  against  the  truth,  lest 
ye  remember  my  words,  and  the  warnings  of  many  of  the 
precious  servants  of  the  Lord,  to  the  increase  of  your  grief, 
and  not  to  your  benclit,  in  the  day  of  your  calamity. 

By  Isaac  Pexixgton. 

Written  in  Aylesbury  pritton, 
10th  of  6th  month,  1GC6. 


COITCBENIKO 

THE   CHURCH: 

OB  OF 

THE    CHUECH    STATE 

UKDBR 

THE    GOSPEL. 

WHEREBY    IT    MAT    APPEAR 

What  a  miserable  Apostasy  from  the  Truth  hath  overspread  and  covere 
the  Earth  fur  many  Ages  and  Generations,  and  how  gross  and  thick  tl; 
Darkness  yet  lies  upon  it;  though  the  Light  of  God,  in  his  tenderMerc; 
hath  broke  forth  and  shi nod  upon  the  People  of  his  gathering,  an 
through  them  hnth  also  visited  the  "World. 

The  Guidance  of  this  in  my  heart  was  particularly  and  chiefly  towards  tli 
Papists ;  but  I  afterwards  had  a  true  sense  that  it  also  extended  to  t\ 
state  of  such  Protestants  a»  had  not  waited  on  the  Lord,  for  him,  in  h 
wisdom  and  power,  to  rear  up  his  own  building,  but  had  ventured  1 
build  of  themselves,  and  so  had  reared  up  Churches  in  the  same  spirit  c 
error,  darkness,  and  apostasy,  which  they  seemed  to  depart  from:  again; 
all  which  the  Lord  will  fight,  and  all  which  he  will  break  down,  in  tl; 
day  of  the  revelation  of  the  glorious  Light  and  Power  of  his  Truth,  whic 
will  overcome,  subdue,  and  reign  over  the  earth ;  not  after  the  mannt 
of  men,  but  in  the  heavenly  dominion  of  his  life. 

Written  in  Aylesbury  Prison,  about  the  middle  of  Sixth  month,  lOOt 
By    ISAAC   PENINGTON. 
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THE  END  OF  THE  CHAPTER. 
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V  R  E  F  A  C  E. 

Bbcausb  the  corruption  of  the  Christian  doctrine  and  wor- 
ship hath  been  great  (yea,  indeed  very  great)  since  the  days 
of  the  apostles;  and  the  judgments  al:#o  arc  to  be  very  great, 
because  of  this  corruption;  even  dreadful  \w>es,  plagues, 
cups  of  wrath,  and  thunders  unutterable,  as  is  expressed  in 
the  book  of  the  Revelations;  therefore,  that  men  may  avoid 
the  terrible  wrath  of  God,  which  is  breaking  and  to  break 
forth,  by  discerning  and  forsaking  that  which  his  wrath  is 
against, — therefore,  T  say,  in  tender  bowels  was  it  in  my 
heart  to  discover  somewhat  of  that  which  the  Lord  hath 
made  manifest  to  me  (among  many  others)  concerning  the 
creeping  in  of  this  corrupt  state,  and  its  getting  up  after 
the  days  of  the  apostles,  with  its  continuance  to  this  day ; 
that  men  and  churches  may  consider  their  state,  see  their 
nakedness,  and  look  after  the  pure  garment;  that  they  may 
l)e  clothed  with  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord,  and  found  in  the 
righteousness  thereof,  that  so  they  may  stand  boldly  before 
him,  when  the  transgressors  and  hypocrites  (of  all  sorts) 
shall  have  their  fig-leaf  coverings  ripped  o%  and  lie  open 
to  the  strokes  of  his  indignation.  And  this  I  say  to  all: 
take  heed  of  two  things  in  this  day  of  the  Lord's  love  and 
vengeance;  take  heed  of  retaining  or  setting  up  any  thing 
which  the  Lord  is  coming  tbrth  against ;  and  take  heed  of 
slighting  or  appearing  against  that  which  the  Lord  is  pre- 
paring to  set  up.  The  appearance  of  his  Spirit,  the  shining 
of  his  day,  is  precious,  even  in  the  meanest  glimmerings  of 
it.  Oh!  who  shall  be  guiltless  before  him,  who  defendeth 
or  setteth  up  any  thing  of  man's  will  or  wisdom  (his  sun, 
moon,  and  stars,  in  all  their  glory,  being  to  fall  and  lose  their 
shining),  or  who  debaseth  the  lowest  appearance  of  his  seed ! 
And  if  the  Jews  suftered  so  deeply  for  refusing  and  despis- 
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ing  Christ's  appearance  in  the  flesh,  what  will  light  on  those 
who  refuse  and  despise  his  appearance  in  Spirit  ?  I  know 
this,  that  Christians  now  overlook  and  slight  this,  as  the 
Jews  did  that,  and  by  the  same  snare,  even  by  a  prejudice 
they  liave  drunk  in,  that  this  is  contrary  to  the  Scriptures, 
as  the  Jews  then  did  conclude,  tliat  that  coming  of  Christ 
then  was  not  agreeable  to,  but  different  from,  what  the 
Scriptures  liad  said  concerning  his  coming.  But  what  said 
Christ  then?  "Wisdom  is  justified  of  her  children."  They 
who  then  were  of  the  spirit,  and  in  the  spirit,  knew  the 
voice  of  the  bridegroom  then.  And  siich  also  know  it  now, 
and  rejoice  in  it;  though  the  wise  in  another  wisdom  (ac- 
<^ording  to  the  Scriptures  as  they  think)  refuse  and  disdain 
it;  and  not  knowing  the  righteousness  of  Christ  in  spirit, 
set  up  a  righteousness  of  their  own  in  the  flesh:  for  their 
believing  (and  applying  to  themselves  the  righteousness  of 
Christ)  out  of  the  true  limits  of  life,  accoixling  to  their  own 
apprehension  of  things,  is  no  other.  And  this  must  fall. 
Mail's  knowledge  of  scriptures,  tlie  faith  of  man,  through 
\nf^  own  apprehensions,  must  fall,  and  man  appear  naked 
nndemeath,  that  the  glorious  righteousness  of  Christ  in 
Spirit,  and  the  precious  covering  thereof,  may  be  magnified 
over  all.  And  in  this  light  of  life,  and  newness  of  nature 
in  Christ,  runs  the  blood  which  cleanseth,  and  not  else- 
where. It  runs  not  according  to  men's  notions,  but  in  its 
own  life,  virtue,  and  power  in  the  heart;  where  (where  it  is 
livingly  felt)  the  iniquity  is  washed  away,  the  sin  is  gone, 
the  everlasting  righteousness  appears ;  yea,  the  water  springs, 
which  washeth  and  keepeth  clean  continually.  Away  with 
your  notions,  and  empty  husks,  0  several  sorts  of  profes- 
sors !  come  to  the  thing  itself,  or  rather  wait  on  the  Lord  to 
be  led  to  it,  that  ye  may  feel  the  seed,  the  pure  seed,  the 
living  seed,  the  Holy  One  of  God,  and  may  know  its  plant- 
ing and  growth  in  you,  and  your  unclothing  and  emptying 
of  all  else,  that  ye  may  be  clothed  upon,  and  filled  with  it. 
And  in  the  sense  of  it,  and  unity  with  it,  ye  will  own  and 
love  what  comes  from  it,  and  rejoice  in  all  the  springings 
of  its  light,  either  within  or  without 
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OF  THE  CHURCH  STATE  UNDER  THE  GOSPEL 


Tub  Jews'  cliurcli  state  iiuder  the  law  was  precious;  who, 
walking  with  God  according  to  the  covenant  of  the  law, 
were  an  holy  people,  nigh  and  dear  unto  God  ahove  all 
other  people.  -But  they  provoked  him  so  continually  and 
grievously,  that  instead  of  blessings,  they  di'ew  plagues  up- 
on themselves,  and  were,  at  last,  by  his  righteous  judg- 
ments, made  desolate,  and  cut  off  from  being  any  longer  his 
select  nation  and  people. 

•  The  church  state  of  the  Christians  under  the  gospel  is 
much  more  precious  and  glorious,  they  being  gathered  into 
the  substance  of  that,  whereof  the  Jews*  state  had  but  the 
shadow.  The  presence  of  God,  the  manifestation  of  his  life 
and  power  is  more  inward  and  bright  among  them ;  their 
union  with  him  more  close,  their  communion  aud  joy  more 
full,  he  tabernacling  among  them,  dwelling  and  walking 
with  them,  and  advancing  them  into  the  state  of  sons  and 
daughters;  whereas  the  law  state  was  but  a  state  of  servi- 
tude. And  their  standing  also  ia  more  firm;  the  covenant 
wherein  they  stand  being  more  able  to  hold  them  together 
with  God  than  the  other  was.  The  standing  of  the  other 
was  by  the  works  of  the  law,  which  they  were  to  obseiTC 
and  live.  The  standing  of  these  is  in  tl^  faith^  which  is 
from  the  power,  which  worketh  their  w^orks  in  them  and 
for  them. 

Yet,  as  they  are  gathered  in  the  &ith,  so  their  standing 
is  in  the  faith,  and  out  of  it  they  camiot  be  preserved.  80 
that  (before  they  are  established)  there  is  a  possibility  of 
their  fall  frona  the  fiutlit  wherein  their  standing  is,  and  from 

Vol.  II.—  40 
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the  power  which  preaerveth.  And  if  tliey  so  &11,  they  are 
liable  to  be  cut  off,  as  the  Jews  were,  as  their  apostle  tells 
them.  Horn.  xi.  20,  21,  22.  In  the  fear,  in  the  humility  be- 
fore the  Lord,  in  keeping  to  Hie  feitli,  their  safety  is ;  but  if 
they  become  high-minded,  because  of  their  state  and  church 
privileges ;  if  they  think  their  standing  so  sure,  as  that  they 
are  out  of  tlie  danger  of  falling,  then  they  are  out  of  the  fear, 
out  of  the  humility,  out  of  the  faith  which  preserves;  and 
being  out  of  the  preservation,  must  needs  fiall,  and  so  con- 
tinuing, must  needs  be  cut  off. 

Now  the  same  apostle  doth  not  only  warn  them  to  take 
liecd  of  falling  from  the  faith,  but  afterwards  expressly  fore- 
tells of  a  falling  away,  even  that  there  must  come  such  a 
thing  amongst  them  also ;  yea,  and  of  such  a  falling  awaj 
from  the  truth  and  power  of  life,  as  should  give  antichrist  ad- 
vantage to  get  into  God's  temple,  and  sit  there  as  God,  tak- 
ing upon  him  the  power  and  authority,  as  if  he  had  the  true 
power  and  authority  of  God.  2  Thess.  ii.  8,  4.    And  what 
doth  he  then?    Doth  he  not  corrupt  all^  even  as  God'S 
power  and  presence  purifies  and  preserves  all  ?    And  as  he 
shows  himself  as  God,  so  doth  he  not  also  show  forth  his 
church  as  God's  church?    Yea,  it  goes  on  in  the  world  as 
God's.    All  that  drink  of  his  spouse's  cup  take  it  to  be  so; 
who  are  very  many  and  great  ones,  even  kings  and  inhabit- 
ants of  the  earth,  peoples,  multitudes,  nations,  and  tongues, 
Rev.  xvii.  2. 15.  and  chap,  xviii.  8.  and  none  are  able  to  die- 
oeirn  that  it  is  not  so,  but  those  that  are  anointed  with  the 
true  eye-salve,  which  giveth  to  see  through  his  deceits.  1 
John  ii.  20.    For  he  cometh  "with  all  deceivableness  of 
unrighteousness;"  1  Thess.  iL  9, 10.  he  maketh  the  church 
(after  he  hath  got  possession  of  it,  and  made  it  his,  sitting 
as  God  in  it)  appear  as  like  the  true  church  as  possibly  he 
can,  that  he  may  hold  up  his  mystery  of  deceit  in  the  world, 
which  if  once  discerned,  would  soon  fall,  and  come  to  noth- 
ing. 2  Thess.  ii.  7.    Eev.  xvii.  5. 

To  open  these  things  a  little  more  fully  and  further  from 
the  Scriptures,  that  they  who  yet  cannot  read  otherwise  may 
read  them  there,  and  come  in  some  measure  to  the  acknowl- 
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edgment  of  the  truth,  and  ynit  for  th^  power  from  on  liigb, 
from  whence  i»  the  tnie  ftdth  (wherein  is  the  true  church 
and  its  standing),  for  want  of  which  the  world  is  become  a 
wilderness;  fall  indeed  of  profession,  but  very  empty  of 
the  nature  and  life  of  Christianity. 

Christ  tells  his  disciples,  that  false  christs  and  false  proph- 
ets should  come,  and  deceive  many;  yea,  tliat  they  should 
prevail  so  far  as,  if  it  were  possible,  to  deceive  the  verj- 
elect.  Matt  vii.  15.  and  chap.  xxiv.  11.  24.  The  Lord  God 
hath  sent  forth  his  truth,  and  now  after  it  he  suffers  to  go 
forth  a  power  of  deceit,  a  mighty  power,  even  havi^ig  all 
manner  of  deceivablencss  of  unrighteousness  in  it.  2  Thess. 
ii.  9,  10,  11.  And  it  works  according  to  its  power,  it  gatli- 
•brs  all  its  own  everywhere.  Not  one,  but  he  that  is  of  the 
elect  seed,  can  stand  before  it.  Now  the  reason  why  God 
suffered  this  to  go  forth,  was  in  judgment.  Men  had  dal- 
lied with  the  truth,  taken  up  a  form  of  godliness,  and 
rejected  the  power;  therefore  God  withdraws  from  the 
form,  and  suffers  the  unclean  spirit  to  enter  it,  and  the  un- 
circumcised  nature  of  man  to  shelter  itself  there.  It  arose 
also  from  the  devil's  subtlety,  who,  finding  himself  dispos- 
sessing of  his  kingdom,  played  tins  master-piece,  both  U> 
save  what  he  could  at  present,  and  to  recover  the  rest  again 
in  process  of  time.  He  (in  his  apostles  and  ministers) 
tlikes  upon  him  the  profession  of  Christianity,  sending 
them  forth  as  the  ministers  of  righteousness;  2  Cor.  xi.  13. 
15.  but  for  all  that,  they  were  still  of  the  worldly  nature, 
of  the  worldly  root,  spirit,  and  principle ;  and  so  by  them 
he  brings  forth  Christianity  (or  the  profession  and  observa- 
tion of  the  Christian  religion)  in  such  away  as  would  please 
the  worldly  mind  und  natjire;  and  bringing  it  forth  so,  he 
gathers  to  him  all  that  were  not  gathere<l  and  preserved  by 
the  power,  and  so  becomes  tlie  greater  body  and  church  in 
view,  and  the  rest  (as  to  the  outwardness  of  their  church 
state)  are  fain  to  give  way,  and  retire  into  the  power,  out  of 
their  tbrmer  place  and  station  in  the  world.  Kev,  xii. 

Kow  as  Christ  had  said  tliat  false  christs  and  &lse  proph- 
ets should  oome;  so  John  said  they  were  come;  1  John  ii. 
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18.  and  also  showed  from  whenee  ttK^gr  came,  <^They  went 
out  from  as;*'  ver.  19.  They  wore  such  as  came  into  Ihe 
form  among  us,  but  were  not  begotten  of  the  life,  iwr  sub- 
ject to  the  power  with  ns.  And  there  were  many  of  them, 
chap.  iv.  1.  and  such  they  were  as  had  a  great  power  of  de- 
ceit, and  came  therewith  to  seduce  them.  1  John  ii.  26. 
Therctbre  he  bids  them,  in  the  unction  which  they  had  re- 
ceived, ver.  27.  which  searchcth  and  discerneth  all,  "trj- 
tlie  spirits."  If  their  spirit  (or  the  spirit  that  is  in  them) 
confess  Christ  (who  is  the  power  of  the  endlcsajife,  the  sum, 
sul>stajice,  and  end  of  all  that  which  shadowed  forth  life), 
they  are  of  God.  chap.  iv.  2.  But  if  their  spirit  confess  not 
Christ  come  in  the  flesh,  though  they  may  seem  ever  ei<> 
much  to  preach  him,  they  are  not  of  God.  ver.  3.  Now* 
whose  spirit  confesseth  Christ?  Surely  his  only  that  is 
subject  to  him.  He  that  preacheth  Christ  in  words,  and 
denicth  him  in  works,  whose  works  are  not  wrought  in 
Christ,  nor  brought  forth  by  Christ,  his  confession  is  but 
outward,  but  formal;  it  is  no  true  confession.  It  is  but 
the  confession  of  his  mouth,  not  of  his  spirit;  and  he  is,  in 
the  sight  of  God,  not  a  confessor,  but  a  denier,  of  him :  and 
whoso  is  enabled  by  God  to  try  spirits,  and  waiteth  in  his 
light  and  anointing  to  tiy  such,  findcth  him  to  be  so,  and 
notwithstanding  all  his  fair  words  and  speeches  of  Christ, 
and  his  pretending  to  be  his  minister.  Rev.  ii.  2.  For  mefl 
with  line  words,  and  fair  speeches  may  deceive  the  hearts 
of  the  simple;  but  they  cannot  deceive  those  to  whom  God 
giveth  ability  to  try  spirits.  Could  the  devil  deceive  Christ, 
when  ho  said  "Thou  art  the  son  of  God"?  No;  Christ 
knew  his  spirit  to  be  against  him,  notwithstanding  those 
words.  And  can  the  ministei's  of  antichrist  deceive  the 
elect  of  God,  when  they  preach  up  Christ,  in  words,  to  be 
the  Saviour  and  Redeemer,  and  yet  own  not  that  life  and 
power  which  saves,  but  persecute  it  wherever  they  find  it? 
No;  the  same  Spirit  of  Christ  in  them  discerneth  qaite 
through  their  w(Hds  to  their  spirit.  "My  sheep,"  saith 
Christ,  "liear  my  voice."  John  x.  27.  Man  may  be  deceived, 
and  caught  in  the  snare,'  but  the  elect,  the  slieep,  kaow  tlie 
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voice  of  the  Bhepberd  from  the  voice  of  the  stranger.  If 
the  Btrauger  saj,  Christ  is  the  Sou  of  God;  though  he  be* 
lieveA,  aud  owns  the  thing,  yet  they  receive  it  not  from  his 
mouth.  Well ;  whence  are  these  false  prophets  and  false 
christs?  "They  are  of  the  world."  That  is  their  root. 
Thence  they  come.  They  are  of  the  worldly  spirit,  the 
worldly  wisdom,  the  worldly  nature,  only  clothed  outwardly 
with  a  profession  and  show  of  the  doctrine  and  practices  of 
Christ  and  his  apostles.  And  what  do  they  do?  "They 
preach  worldly  things."  They  suit  their  doctrine  to  the 
worldly  nature,  principle,  and  spirit.  And  what  is  their 
success?  "The  world  heareth  them."  1  John  iv.  5.  The 
earthly  wisdoni^in  man  falls  in  with  them,  judges  them  to 
he  right,  owns  them,  sets  up  their  way  of  Christianity  and 
worship  in  the  world;  and  thus  the  world  become  Chris- 
tians. Those  which  came  in  the  name  of  Christ,  the  world 
could  not  receive.  ("lie  that  knoweth  God  heareth  us;" 
not  the  world.  1.  John  iv.  6.)  There  were  but  a  few,  iu 
comparison,  gathered  here  and  there  then;  a  few  in  one 
j)lace,  a  few  in  another.  The  doctrine  that  comes  forth  in 
the  power  scatters  the  worldly  part.  Man's  wisdom,  man's 
nature,  cauiMit  receive  it,  in  the  love  and  life  of  it.  But 
when  these  false  christs  and  false  prophets  come,  the  world 
can  turn  Christians;  then  a  whole  city,  or  a  whole  nation, 
can  presently  become  a  church.  Why  so?  These  come  in 
that  which  the  world  can  receive,  which  their  wisdom  can 
answer,  fall  in  with,  and  subject  to.  These  can  bring  forth 
a  cross,  which  the  worid  can  like,  fall  down,  and  worship; 
but  the  cross  of  Christ  they  cannot;  for  that  crucifies  and 
slays  the  worldly  nature,  wherever  it  is  felt,  taken  up,  and 
subjected  to.  The  way  of  life  is  strait  and  narrow,  and  few 
there  be  tl-iat  can  walk  therein ;  but  a  broader  way  more 
may  walk  in.  The  true  church  is  not  easily  found  or  en- 
tered into;  but  theialse  is  ivider  and  far  larger;  yea,  desir- 
able to  tbe  flesh.  The  true  church  is  circumspect,  will 
admit  none  but  in  tlie  way  of  God's  wisdom  and  power; 
but  the  false  church  prostitutes  and  thrusts  herself  upon  all. 
She  meets  men  iu  the  streets,  and  forceth  them  into  her 
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hed;  whereas  the  voice  of  the  true  ehnrch  is,  wait  for  the 
'preparation,  for  the  being  changed  by  that  which  givetfi 
entrance  into  the  truth;  for  the  builder  of  the  church  is 
God,  Heb.  iii.  4.  (he  builds  this  house  by  Christ,  ver.  6.  as 
by  Moses  lie  built  the  house  under  the  law)  and  he  is  the 
ladder  to  the  building.  Act^  ii.  47. 

So  Paul  also,  writing  to  Timothy,  tells  him  of  perilous 
times  in  the  last  days.  2  Tim.  iii.  1.  For  when  the  last 
days  come,  and  the  antichrists  and  false  prophets  appear, 
then  men  are  in  great  danger  of  being  deceived,  and  of 
making  shipwreck  of  faith  and  a  good  conscience.  Then 
he  that  is  not  in  the  truth,  but  only  in  the  form  and  out- 
ward appearance,  will  be  swallowed  up  Ijy^  the  deceit,  and 
take  up  his  dwelling  in  tjie  form  withoi^t  the  power;  for  so 
naith  the  apostle  concerning  them,  ver.  5.  they  have  a  form 
of  godliness,  but  deny  the  power  of  it.  And  all  manner  of 
wickedness  will  shelter  itself  under  this  form;  Self-love^  eov- 
ctoiisnesSj  boastmgs,  pride,  blasphemy,  disobedience  to  parents, 
unthankfulness,  unholiness,  cf-e.,  ver.  2,  3,  4.  and  indeed  what 
not?  For  what  is  so  evil,  which  cannot  shelter  itself  under 
that  form  of  religion  and  profession,  where  there  is  not  the 
true  power  and  life  of  religion  to  resist  and  mibdue  it? 

Now  mark;  When  these  antichrists  and  false  prophets 
had  got  up  into  a  body  and  strength,  gaining  authority  and 
credit  in  the  world,  what  did  they  then  do,  but  endeavor 
wholly  to  crush  and  suppress  the  truth,  with  those  that 
abode  still  in  it?  Then  the  dragon,  with  his  angels,  fight- 
cth  with  Michael  and  his  angels.  They  had  still  been  fight- 
ing with  the  apostles  and  ministers  of  Christ,  endeavoring 
to  disparage  them,  and  eat  out  their  esteem  in  the  churches, 
as  2  Cor.  xi.  but  they  could  not  prevail ;  Satan,  in  all  his 
enterprises,  fell  down,  like  lightening,  before  the  glory  and 
power  of  Christ  in  his  apostles  and  ministers.  But  when 
the  apostasy  increased,  and  the  churches  provoked  their 
preserver/  growing  cold  in  love,  and  &int  in  fiftith  (being 
lifted  up  with  their  gifts,  thinking  highly  of  themMlves, 
and  their  standing  to  be  firm),  and  many  reoetved  not  the 
love  of  the  truth,  but  only  a  profession  (^it  for  by-ends^  ftc., 
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then  the  Lord  hegkn  to  tfarMt^R  some  with  the  rofmoval  of 
their  eandlestiek,  and  did  afkei-wards  piroceed  in  judgment, 
oven  to  let  the  false  prophetfi  and  antichrist  pre^''ail,  and 
strong  delusions  enter,  that  they  who  liad  dallied  with  the 
truth,  might  be  frnsti^ated  of  the  8at\*ation  they  Ofxpected  by 
it,  meeting  with  a  lie  (which  destroy eth)  in  the  stead  of  it. 
:!  Thess.  iu  10,  11,  12.  And  so  God,  who  before  built  up, 
in  his  jealousy  and  indignation  ailterv^ardi^  threw  down  men 
iibiding  not  in  the  fKith,  nor  in  the  power,  but  in  the  form 
and  ontwai'd  profession,  whicli  (separated  from  the  power) 
tlie  Lord  abhorreth.  What  he  loves,  he  secures  for  himself 
(his  lioly  temple,  his  holy  altar,  his  spiritual  worsiiippers) ; 
and  what  he  regarded  not  (which  was  the  form  and  outward 
,nrdinaneeH,  now  polluted)  he  gave  to  the  heathenishly-pro- 
fessing  spirit;  and  thei'e  they  worship,  and  magnify  their 
own  state,  prizing  it  by  it^  outward  glory  and  appearance, 
and  not  by  a  right  sense  and  knowledge  of  it  in  the  truth, 
licad  these  things  outwardly,  iu  the  letter  (oi*  rather  wait 
npon  God  tluit  ye  may  read  them,  who  caused  them  to  be 
written  to  that  end,  to  be  read  and  understood),  Rev.  xii. 
smd  chap.  xi.  1,  2.  where  the  battle  of  the  dragon  is  related, 
and  God's  taking  down  his  building,  and  disposing  of  it 
ai-c'ording  to  his  pleasure. 

Again  mark;  Antichrist  gets  into  the  temple  (upon  the 
falling  away),  sits  there  as  God,  ruling,  giving  laws,  and 
exacting  obedience  in  the  name  of  God:  but  when  was  this 
to  be?  In  tlie  last  times,  1  lim.  iv.  1.  (which  would  be 
verj-  j)erilous,  througli  the  j^owcr  of  wicketlness  and  deceit, 
then  getting  np).  AVhen  did  those  times  begin?  They  be- 
gan in  the  a})08tles'  days.  The  mystery  of  iniquity  was  then 
at  work.  2  Thess.  ii.  7.  Yea,  saith  John,  "  it  is  the  last 
time;  "  by  the  coming  of  the  antichrists  and  deceivers  we 
know  it  to  be  so.  1  John  ii.  18*  Christ  said,  they  should 
(•(»me;  John  said,  they  are  come;  Paul  saw  them  then  at 
work  in  the  mysterious  power  of  darkness.  But  they  could 
not  carry  their  work  through,  the  Spirit  and  power  of  Christ 
in  his  apostles  stood  so  mueh  in  the  way;  hut  after  they 
were  removed  out  of  the  way,  antichrist  got  up  his  mystery 
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of  dec^  i^pace.  W^l,  how  long  dotk  he  reign  ?  Sren  till 
the  very  coming  of  Ghrirt  in  his  Spirit  end  power;  yea, 
there  is  some  remainder  of  him  till  the  very  Imghtnesa  of 
his  coming.  2.  These,  ii.  8.  This  mystery  of  iniquity  hath 
power  and  authority  over  all  the  wisdom  of  man ;  but  the 
appearauoe  of  Christ,  in  the  spirits  of  his  people,  hath  power 
over  it,  and  tormenteth  it,  by  opening  its  nakedness,  and 
causing  its  darkness  to  appear;  and  the  brightness  of  his 
coming  shall  quite  dissolve  and  scattdF  it.  For  it  is  but  a 
mist  of  darkness,  it  hath  no  being  in  the  truth,  nor  can  it 
stand  before  the  truth.  So  Babylon  is  found  standing  at 
the  very  last;  just  before  the  breaking  forth  and  coming 
down  of  the  New  Jerusalem,  and  the  marriage  of  the  Lamb 
with  his  bride.  Rev.  xix.  6,  7.  Wliat  is  Babylon  ?  A  mys- 
tery of  iniquity,  in  a  form  of  godliness.  A  profession,  a 
people,  a  religion,  that  seem  to  set  up  Christ;  but  set  up 
another  nature,  spirit,  and  power  in  his  stead.  A  church 
that  is  not  of  God,  not  formed  in  his  divine  wisdom,  not 
brought  forth  in  his  light  and  power,  and  in  the  season  of 
his  will ;  but  of  man,-and  by  man,  that  can  go  no  further  in  re- 
ligion than  the  number  of  a  man.  Zion,  under  the  gospel, 
is  not  literal,  but  mystical;  and  so  is  Babylon  also,  who  ifl 
the  mother  of  fornications,  who  teacheth  her  daughters  to 
adulterate  from  the  life  and  from  the  power,  who  never 
knew  the  marriage  of  the  Lamb  in  his  Spirit,  nor  his  pure 
bed  of  life,  but  enter  into  the  chambers  and  bed  of  a  strango 
spirit.  • 

Quest.  But  what  is  the  state  of  the  church  all  this  while, 
from  this  hour  of  corruption,  till  the  coming  of  Christ  in  his 
Spirit  and  power? 

Ans.  A  state  of  desolation,  a  state  of  widowhood,  a  wil- 
derness st4ite;  where  her  living  body  is  not  discerned  by  the 
vulturous  eye;  but  her  children,  whenever  they  appear  wit- 
nessing for  her,  are  persecuted,  hunted,  afflicted,  and  some- 
times shiiu.  This  bloody  church,  which  comes  from  the  red 
dragon,  and  rules  in  his  spirit  and  nature,  drinks  the  blood 
of  the  lambs  and  martyrs  of  Jews,  who,  in  their  several 
ages,  are  his  feithful  witnesses,  and  love  not  their  lives  onto 
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the  deftth.  Aiftf  hil<e'life  truth/and  ttiat  whmh  hath  ap- 
peared ol^  Aetrue  church  te  the  w>rkl,  fijr  agfe»  and  genera- 
tions (ever  ^itn^e  tfai^  night  of  the  dragou^fl  and  antichrist's 
darkness,  and  Ms  sitting  in  the  tempM^  under  au  a)^peamnce 
of  light))  hath  only  been  to  be  found,  even  among  the  per- 
secuted ones^  who  have  been  dear  to  God;  ef  whom  the 
professing  world  hath  not  been  worthy,  no,  not  at  all,  of 
that  heavenly  iife,  spirit,  and  power,  which  dwelt  in  them, 
and  through  which  they  have  been  able  to  testify  tor  the 
truth,  and  bear  up  their  heads  against  the  nialice  and  peree- 
cutions  of  their  enemies.  Rev,  xii.  11, 17,  Ac.,  and  chap.  xi» 
3,  7.  chap.  xiii.  16,  16,  17.  chap.  xiv.  12.  chap.  xvii.  6. 

Now,  for  a  close:  There  are  a  few  questions  in  my  heart, 
briefly  to  propound  and  answer,  which  it  may  please  God 
to  reach  forth  to  his  witness  in  such,  who,  in  distrust  of 
tlieniselves  and  their  own  wisdom,  shall  wait  upon  him  for 
iiuderatanding.  The  questions  are  these.  First,  What  a  true 
church  is?  Secondly,  How  a  true  church  may  be  known? 
Thirdly,  How'  a  true  church  may  continue  so  ?  Fourthly, 
llow  a  church  may  lose  its  state  and  being?  Fifthly,  When 
u  church  hath  lost  its  state  and  being? 

Quest.  1,  What  is  a  true  church? 

Ans.  A  true  church  is  a  truly  spiritual  body,  gathered 
out  of  the  world,  or  worldly  nature  and  spirit,  into  God's 
^Spirit  and  nature,  there  to  live  and  walk  with  him,  and  wor- 
ship him  in  spirit  and  truth,  and  for  him  to  taberilaole  in 
and  walk  among,  and  fill  with  his  glorious  presence  and 
powerfhl  lite.  Eph.  ii.  21,  22,  1  Pet.  ii.  5.  John  iv.  2S.  2 
Cor.  vi.  16.  It  is  not  the  profession  of  the  truth  makes  a  true 
believer;  nor  is  it  a  company  of  professors  makes  a  true 
church;  but  their  proceeding  from,  and  union  with,  the 
truth  itself;  and  their  abiding  in  the  life  and  power  of  that 
which  they  profess.  Eph.  iv.  V). 

Quest.  2.  How  may  a  true  church  be  known  *^ 

Ans.  There  must  be  somewhat  in  man  to  kiio^  tbem, 
and  somewhat  in  them  to  be  known  by.  That  ib  nwn 
which  knows  them,  most  be  some^iidMit  of  Gk>d  in  him;  for 
that  which  is  of  man  aanHot  oveasare  w  judge  of  ike  Uiiftgs 
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of  God*  Afl  the  worldly  wisdom  Md  flfiriftMold  not  know 
Chrift  fonnerly;  ao  n^iher  now  can  it  know  his  church. 
Many  may  i^pear  to  ho  ehnrchos  of  Chiiat,  and  yet  not  be 
so;  and  that  which  i4bo,  may  not  appear  so.  In  this  case, 
who  shall  distinguiih?  Not  ha  that  judgeth  according  to 
the  i^>pearattoe,  but  he  that  judgeth  tHe  righteopa  judgment. 
Theaefore  it  is  not  for  every  man  to  take  upcm  him  to  judge 
which  is  the  true  church ;  but  first  to  wait  upon  Gk>d  to  be 
led  into  that,  and  in  some  measure  bom  of  that,  which  glv- 
eth  ability  to  judge.  ^^  Wisdom  is  justified  of  her  chil- 
dren;" but  of  others  she  is  cond^nned  for  foolishness,  and 
the  foolishness  justified  in  her  stead. 

And  there  is  also  somewhat  for  the  church  to  be  known 
by,  which  is  that  which  distingutsheth  her  from  all  other 
assemblies  and  gatherings;  which  is  the  nature,  life,  and 
presence  of  the  head  with  her  and  in  her.  This  none  hath, 
but  the  true  church,  the  gathered  body,  the  separate  body 
of  the  Lamb,  which  is  of  his  flesh,  and  of  his  bones.  Eph. 
v.  2Sy  SO.  Her  husband  is  with  her,  his  life  is  in  her :  for 
she  is  a  living  body,  or  gathering  of  living  stones.  So  that 
find  the  true  life  of  the  Lamb  anywhere,  there  is  somewhat 
of  his  church;  find  a  gathering  in  his  life,  name,  and  power, 
th^re  is  his  church,  and  he  also.  ^^For  where  two  or  three 
are  gathered  together  in  my  name,  there  am  I  in  the  midst 
of  them."  Matt  xviii.  20. 

Quest  8.  How  may  a  true  church  continue  so  ? 

Ana.  By  abiding  in  the  Spirit,  life,  and  power,  that  gatli- 
ered  and  built  th^u  up  into  a  church.  This  first  gave 
them  their  being;  and  this  still  preserves  them  in  their  be- 
ing, if  they  abide  till  they  be  perfected  and  established; 
but  fidling  or  being  cut  ofi;*  fwon  this,  they  wither,  die,  and 
come  to  nothing.  Even  as  a  disciple,  departing  oat  of  the 
vine^  making  shipwreck  of  the  faith,  Ipseth  that  which 
made  him  a  disciple  cor  Christian ;  John  xv.  6.  so  a  church, 
departing  from  the  ^rit  and  life  of  what  they  piofesa,  Ian- 
giiiah  hy  degrees,  even  till  their  life  be  wholly  esftiBet,  and 
tiMsy  wholly  loee  that  alale  and  being  which  they  had  by 
their  gathering.    Th«s  the  churehea  in  Aata,  beginning  to 
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corrupt,  grew  formal,  lukewarm,  dead,  Ac,  were  warned  to 
repent  and  strengthen  that  whkh  remained,  lest  they  were 
spen^ed  ant,  the  candlestick  removed,  &c.  Rev.  second  and 
third  chapters. 

Quest  4.  How  may  a  church  lose  its  state  and  heing? 

Ans.  Several  ways;  as  first,  By  departing  from  the  truth 
and  simplicity  of  the  gospel;  letting  in  doctrines,  princi- 
ples, observations,  customs,  and  practices,  which  are  not  of 
the  pure  Spirit,  nor  in  the  unity  of  it;  but  from  the  corrupt 
spirit,  and  which  corrupt  the  minds  of  them  thaj:  are  entan- 
gled in  them.  Corrupt  doctrines,  corrupt  principles,  cor- 
rupt practices,  &c.,  they  all  have  of  the  nature  and  poison 
of  death  in  them;  and  as  they  prevail,  they  bring  death 
upon,  and  engage  God  against,  that  person  or  church 
where  they  get  dominion.  See  what  danger  one  corrupt 
doctrine  of  the  Nicolaitans  brought  the  Church  of  Perga- 
mos  into,  even  of  God's  coming  forth  with  his  sword  and 
fighting  against  her.  Rev.  ii.  16.  And  if  God,  who  is  the 
defender  of  his  church,  himself  fight  against  her,  how  shall 
she  stand? 

2.  By  negligence  and  sluggishness  in  the  truth;  by  this 
means  also  life  may  languish  and  extinguish  by  degrees, 
even  till  death  come  wholly  over  and  swallow  it  up.  Rev. 
iii.  1,  2,  S.  If  the  first  love  do  but  abate  and  wax  cold,  in- 
iquity will  be  abounding,  Matt.  xxiv.  12.  and  the  church 
will  be  in  danger  of  losing  its  candlestick.  Rev.  ii.  4,  6. 

8.  By  Qod*s  withdrawing  his  presence  and  power,  for 
these  or  such  causes  abovesaid,  which  nourisheth  and  pre- 
serveth.  For  the  life  of  the  church,  as  well  as  of  a  disciple, 
is  fed  and  nourished  from  the  fountain  or  vine;  and  if  it 
miss  of  the  nourishment,  its  life  cannot  long  continue.  The 
Jews  may  keep  up  their  sacrifices,  and  reading  of  the  law; 
but  yet  they  are  a  dead  people  to  God,  after  their  cutting 
off  from  the  olive-tree.  And  the  Gentiles  may  wt)rship  in  the 
outward  court,  and  keep  up  the  outward  ordinances,  after 
God's  rejecting  and  cutting  them  off  also,  and  be  as  dead 
to  God  therein,  as  the  Jews  in  theirs.  Rev.  xi.  1,  2.  and 
Rom.  xi.  21,  82. 
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.  4.  By  tlieir  listening  lOid  yieldiug  to  the  power  of  the  en- 
emy, who  quickly  deceivetk  (with  Ikia  lies,  instead  of  the 
truth),  destroj-eth,  and  layeth  waste  ancb  buikluigH,  where 
(4od  in  his  just  jndfirment  letteth  him  forth  upon  them. 
For  the  gates  of  ]yd\  wil  I  pi-evail  against  that  hliilding,  which 
the  arm  of  Christ  is  not  strctchoil  forth  (or  ceaaeth)  to  de- 
fend. And  as  the  defence  of  every  particular  building  upon 
the  rock,  is  in  its  abiding  there,  and  subjecting  to  the  head : 
so  the  defence  of  larger  gatherings  or  churches,  is  no  othcr- 
"v^isc.  As  their  union  and  gathering  is,  so  is  their  standing: 
to  wit,  in  believing  and  giving  up  to  their  leader;  hearken- 
ing to  his  voice,  and  obeying  him  only.  But  if  they  hearken 
to  a  stranger,  if  they  hear  another  voice  than  his,  if  they 
follow  another  spirit,  letting  in  his  lies  and  deceit,  they  can- 
not keep  their  standing  in  the  truth ;  but  in  «o  doing  depart 
from  it,  and  lose  the  promise  and  protection  of  it.  For  as 
before,  by  God's  gathering  them  from  the  spirit  of  darkness, 
they  became  his,  and  met  with  his  power,  presence,  and 
blessing;  so  afterwards  being  again,  by  anj' subtlety  of  de- 
ceit, gathered  from  the  truth  itself,  into  some  likeness  and 
appearance  of  it,  which  the  enemy  hath  formed,  they  be- 
come the  enemy's  synagogue,  not  God's  church ;  into  which 
lie  entereth  again,  and  dwelleth  there,  in  that  likeness  and 
ajjpearance.  And  this  house,  which  was  once  cleansed, 
swept,  and  garnished  by  God,  being  again  recovered  an<l 
repossessed  by  tlie  enemy,  becomes  worse,  and  more  filthy  in 
the  nature  of  wickedness,  than  it  was  before.  What  is  more 
])ure,  glorious,  and  excellent,  than  a  true  church  of  God, 
which  is  sanctified  by  his  Spirit,  and  holds  forth  the  virtues 
and  pure  nature  of  his  life  in  the  world?  What  is  more 
filthy  and  abominable,  and  where  doth  Satan  more  strongly 
dwell  and  act,  than  in  that  which  pretends  to  be  a  church, 
and  is  not?  The  promises  of  God  are  only  to  the  seed  ab- 
solutely; but  not  so  to  any  man,  or  society  of  men,  but  as, 
in  the  tender  mercy  of  the  Lord,  they  «re  gathered  into,  ami 
preserved  in,  the  seed,  in  the  way  that  the  JiOrd  hath  chosen 
and  appointed.  For  the  way  of  life  is  gloriou^s  and  perfect, 
and  the  Lord  will  honor  it;  so  that  those  thoA  expect  to 
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reap  salvation  from  him,  mast  walk  and  abide  with  him 
therein;  for  besides  him  there  is  no  Saviour;  and  besides 
hid  way,  there  is  no  way  of  salvation,  either  for  any  man  or 
church. 

Quest.  5.  When  hath  a  church  lost  its  state  and  being? 

Ans.  When  its  nature  is  changed ;  when  it  is  overcome 
by,  and  gathered  into,  another  power  and  spirit,  than  it 
wiis  fii-st  gathered  into  by  the  Lord;  when  its  standhig  it* 
not  in  the  Spirit,  nor  after  the  Spirit,  but  in  the  flesh,  and 
after  the  flesh ;  when  its  ways  are  carnal,  its  weapons  car- 
nal ;  when  its  hedge  or  wall  is  broken  down,  and  the  spirit 
of  the  world  not  kept  out,  but  entered  into  it,  and  become 
one  with  it.  Then  it  is  no  longer  of  God,  and  separate 
from  the  world;  but  one  in  nature,  state,  and  being  with 
the  world.  Rev.  ii.  9. 

These  things  are  written  in  the  love  and  good-will  of 
God,  that  men  may  see  that  spirit,  which  hath  bewitched 
and  entangled  them  from  him,  with  the  ways  and  false 
a}>pearances  wherein  it  hath  entangled  them;  and  may 
wait  on  the  Lord  (in  truth  of  heart)  for  his  light,  guidance, 
and  power  to  deliver  them;  that  so  they  may  come  into  his 
lioly  land,  and  within  the  limits  of  his  holy  city,  out  of  all 
polluted  lands  and  buildings,  where  his  holy  nature  dwelleth 
not,  and  the  pure  dominion  of  his  holy  life  and  power  is 
not  felt;  that  they  may  sing  praise  to  him  among  his  re- 
deemed ones,  for  his  precious  redemption  ;  who  is  breaking 
the  bonds  of  captivity,  and  redeeming  his  out  of  all  the 
lands  and  countries,  wherein  they  have  been  scattered  in 
the  cloudy  and  dark  day;  glory  in  the  highest  to  his  name 
for  evermore ! 
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Some  queries  to  the  professors  op  Christianity,  to  pro- 
voke THEM  TO  JEALOUSY  FOR  THEIR  GOOD. 

Query  1.  Have  ye  eat  of  the  bread  and  drank  of  the  wine 
in  the  Father's  kingdom,  which  they  that  have  received  the 
kingdom,  and  are  in  the  kingdom,  eat  and  drink  of? 

Query  2.  Have  ye  known  the  heavenly  Jerusalem,  and 
arc  ye  come  to  it,  as  the  Christians  were  in  tlie  apostles' 
days?  Ileb.  xii.  22. 

Query  3.  Are  ye  in  him  that  is  tiHie,  and  your  churches 
and  gatherings  in  God,  and  in  the  name  of  his  Son?  Is 
your  being  and  dwelling  in  the  eternal  life? 

Query  4.  Have  ye  received  the  promise  of  the  Father, 
even  the  excellent  Spirit  of  the  Son  ? 

Qucrj'^  6.  Have  ye  the  true  faith?  Do  the  living  waters 
spring  out  of -your  bowels,  according  as  the  Scriptures  have 
said?  "He  that  believeth  on  me,  out  of  his  belly  shall  flow 
rivers  of  living  water."  John  vii.  38.  *and  chap.  iv.  14. 

Query  6.  Doth  Uod  tabernacle  in  you?  is  his  dwelling 
among  you?  doth  he  walk  up  and  down  in  your  spii'its, 
and  sup  with  you,  and  you  with  him? 

Query  7.  Are  ye  in  the  new  covenant?  taught  of  God, 
so  as  you  need  no  man  to  teach  you?  and  your  sins  so  blot- 
ted out,  according  to  the  covenant,  as  to  hinder  no  good 
things  from  you? 

These  tlungs  were  spoken  of  in  the  law  and  prophets,  to 
be  fulfilled,  witnessed,  and  enjoyed  under  the  power  and 
life  of  the  gospel ;  which  is  not  a  state  of  the  numes  and 
foretelling  of  things,  as  under  the  law,  but  of  the  presence 
and  enjoyment  of  the  things  themselves ;  and  so  far  as  ye 
fall  short  of  them,  ye  shall  &11  short  of  the  state  of  Christi- 
anity. 
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S03IE 

OBSERYATIONS 

rPON  THE 

ETERNAL  JUDGMENT, 

AS   IT   IS    EXPRESSED   BY   ChRIST,  MaTTIIEW   XXV.    31.  TO 
THE  END   OF  THE  CHAPTER. 

01)s.  1.  The  condition  of  Christ  here  in  this  world,  in 
nuniy  of  liis  members  in  their  several  ages  and  generations, 
lie  is  hwH/ri/y  fkirstf/^  a  strati ffcr,  naked^  sick,  ami  In  prisoii ;  yea, 
indeed,  what  is  there  of  miseiy,  shame,  and  reproach,  which 
he  is  not  exposed  to;  or  which  they  are  not  exposed  to, 
wlio  entertain  him  as  their  Lord  and  King,  and  are  faitliful 
in  their  obedience  and  subjection  to  him?  ver.  85,  36.  43. 

Obs.  2.  The  notice  Christ  takes  of  what  is  done  in  thi^« 
kind,  or  not  done  in  this  kind,  to  any  of  his  suffering  mem- 
bers; which  extends  to  all,  even  the  very  least.  '' Inso- 
much as  ye  have  done  it  unto  one  of  the  least  of  these,  yo 
have  done  it  unto  me."  ver.  40.  "Insomucli  as  ye  did  it  not 
to  one  of  the  least  of  these,  ye  did  it  not  to  me."  ver.  4.">. 

Obs.  3.  The  lionorable  esteem  Christ  hath  of  his  poor 
Ruftering  membei's,  with  what  eye  of  contempt  soever  the 
world  looks  npon  them,  j'ct  he  looks  upon  them  as  his 
brethren,  ver.  40. 

Obs.  4.  The  different  carriages  of  persons  towards  Christ, 
in  this  his  low  condition  in  his  members.  Some  gave  him 
meat,  some  gave  him  drink;  some  took  him  in,  some 
clothed  him,  some  visited  and  came  nnto  him;  ver.  85,  36. 
others  did  none  of  these  things  imto  him.  ver.  43, 

Obs.  5..The  different  judgment  Christ  passeth  npon  these, 
according  to  their  different  carriagea.    The  one  he  pro^ 
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nouuceth  Messed  of  his  Father^  judging  them  to  the  inherit- 
ance of  a  kingdom  of  eternal  life.  ver.  84.  46.  The  other 
he  pronounceth  cursed^  and  adjudgeth  to  everlasting  pun- 
ishment in  the  fire  of  his  wrath,  ver.  41. — 46. 

Obs.  6.  The  ground  or  reason  why  those,  who  did  not 
minister  to  him,  neglected  him,  which  was  their  ignorance 
of  him.  Tliey  saw  indeed,  and  knew  several  persons  to  be 
in  such  kind  of  conditions,  but  they  did  not  know  that  it 
was  Christ  which  suiFered  in  them ;  this  is  implied  in  their 
answer  to  him.  ver.  44.  "When  saw  we  thee  ahungenxl, 
or  athirst,  or  a  stranger,  or  naked,  or  sick,  or  in  prison,  and 
did  not  minister  unto  thee?"  ver.  45, 

Obs.  7.  That  it  will  not  excuse  men  from  the  judgment, 
their  not  knowing  of  Christ  in  his  members;  but  if  they 
neglect  and  have  not  done  this  thing,  though  they  may 
plead  ever  so  strongly  that  they  did  not  know  any  such, 
they  will  incur  and  must  sufter  the  judgment.  The  Jews 
cried  up  Moses  and  the  prophets,  wliich  had  been  before, 
and  yet  pereecuted  Christ  and  his  apostles ;  and  many  now 
ciy  up  the  prophets,  and  Christ's  appearance  in  a  body  of 
flesh,  with  his  death,  resurrection,  ascension,  &c.,  and  al^o 
the  apostles,  both  their  words  and  practices;  and  yet  pen?e- 
cute  him,  and  the  same  practices,  in  his  pi-esent  sei'vants 
and  members.  IIow  will  these  possibly  escape  this  judg- 
ment? 

Obj.  Bu£  they  that  did  minister  unto  him,  they.knew  not 
that  it  was  he  either,  as  ver.  37,  38,  89.  Therefore  they  do- 
ing of  it  ignorantly  (as  we  may  say),  it  seemeth  to  want  its 
due  weight,  and  not  to  render  them  so  worthy  of  ihQ  ih3- 
ward,  as  if  they  had  done  it  in  a  clear  and  distinct  under- 
standing. 

Ans.  They  did  not  know  it  so  as  to  put  so  great  a  value 
upon  it  as  Christ  here  doth;  but  they  knew  that  they  had 
done  things  of  this  kind,  and  that  they  had  done  them  on 
Christ's  account  But  that  Christ  was  so  in  those  to  whom 
they  did  them,  as  he  now  speaks;  and  that  he  would  set  so 
high  an  esteem  on  it,  that  they  were  not  aware  of|  Was  it 
thou  thyself  that  wast  naked,  sick,  in  prison)  &C.,  and  didst 
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take  all  thin  as  done  to  thee?  This  is  wonderful  to  us,  that 
thou  shouldst  so  set  by  what  we  poor  worms  did  to  thy  suf- 
fering saints,  in  thy  name  and  fear. 

Quest.  But  why  doth  Christ  make  this  the  ground  of  the 
general  and  universal  judgment?  Men  liave  committed 
many  other  sins  (some  of  which  are  in  appearance  for 
greater) :  why  doth  Christ  mention  none  of  them,  but  iix 
the  judgment  only  upon  this? 

Ans.  Surely  because  this  is  more  in  his  eye,  ayd  more 
hateful  to  hiui  than  them  all.  This  argues  an  evil  nature 
and  spirit,  and  the  joining  of  the  mind  to  the  wicked  one. 
more  than  them  all.  For  it  plainly  shows,  that  there  in 
none  of  the  love  and  nature  of  Chriwt  in  such  persons;  for 
if  there  be  of  the  love  and  nature  of  Christ  in  any  person, 
it  will  incline  his  heart  towards  those  which  are  Christ's, 
and  especially  in  their  suffering  conditions.  He  therefore 
that  hath  nonsense  of  those  that  belong  to  Christ,  in  theij* 
suffering  conditions,  showeth  plainly,  that  he  hath  none  of 
Christ's  nature  in  him,  and  so  is  not  at  all  found  in  that 
which  Christ  comes  to  »ave,  but  in  that  which  he  comes  to 
judge  and  destroy  for  ever. 

Now  I  have  three  questions  more  to  propose,  which  I  de- 
sire that  all  men  that  read  may  judge  of  in  that  which  giv- 
eth  the  true  sense  and  judgment  of  their  weight. 

1.  If  this  be  the  cause  and  ground  of  the  eternal  judg- 
ment, whether  it  may  not  also  be  the  ground  of  temporal 
judgments  on  persons  and  nations;  to  wit,  if  there  be  such 
a  thing  to  be  found  in  them,  as  neglecting  to  minister  to 
Christ  ui  his  suffering  members? 

2.  It*  there  be  not  only  this  to  be  found,  but  also  a  causing 
of  him  in  his  menibers  thus  to  suffer  (a  causing  of  their  hun- 
ger, thirst,  nakedness,  sickness,  imprisonment,  &c.),  whether 
this  is  not  of  veiy  great  force  to  draw  down  jilagues,  judg- 
ments, and  miseries  upon  a  nation? 

3.  If  there  have  been  such  sins  committed,  God's  anger 
provoked,  and  his  judgments  drawn  down,  whether  it  be 
possible  to  stop  them,  or  there  can  be  any  reasonable  hope 
of  the  diverting  of  them,  without  a  deep  humbling  before 
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God,  confessing  the  tiling  in  the  sight  of  th&  world  (as  it 
liath  been  done  in  the  sight  of  the  world),  and  laying  such 
i\  foundation  for  the  future,  as  the  Lord  and  men  may  be 
fiutisfied  and  assured  that  no  fiueh  thing  shall  be  done  any 
more?  Was  it  not  a  sluuueful  thing,  that  eTenisalem,  the 
outward  holy  city  (and  chief,  if  not  only  professing  people 
of  the  world),  should  Htone,  east  out,  x>oi'Becute,  put  to  death. 
iS:c'.  the  prophets  and  Christ  of  God,  and  set  up  priests  and 
[>rophets  of  their  own  ?  And  where,  and  hy  whom,  are  the 
witnesses  and  martyrs  hunted  and  slain?  Is  it  not  still  in 
that  which  is  called  the  Christian  tcorhl?  Do  not  they  strive 
(oacli  sort)  for  their  forms,  pci'seeuting  the  life  and  power, 
and  those  which  follow  the  Lamb  therein,  out  of  their  forms, 
from  which  his  life  and  spirit  calleth  and  gathereth?  Oh 
that  the  world  were  awakened  I  Oh  that  this  nation  were 
awakened!  Have  there  not  been  judgments  enough  to 
ti waken  it?  Oh,  do  not  dally!  ye  have  God  to  deal  with, 
who  hath  brought  his  truth  and  people  upon  the  stage; 
Adio  is  arisen  against  the  darkness  (which  hath  long  pos- 
sessed the  hearts  of  men,  and  held  his  people  in  captivity 
under  their  corrupt  wills  and  wisdom),  and  to  bind  down 
f^iii  and  iniquity  in  men.  Oh  I  do  not  say,  "Let  us  break 
their  bonds  in  sunder,  and  cast  away  their  cords  from  us;** 
but  rather  let  every  one  be  willing  to  be  found  by  the  puiv 
lii^ht  of  God,  by  that  which  is  holy  of  God  in  him  (from  the 
king  that  sits  upon  the  throne,  even  to  the  verj'  beggar  on 
the  dunghill) ;  that  iniquity  may  be  purged  out  of  the  hearts 
of  men,  and  they  become,  not  a  vainly  professing  nation, 
but  indeed  a  holy  j)ation  to  the  Lord;  that  peace  and  right- 
eousness, love  and  mercy,  yea,  sweet  and  tender  bowels 
may  dwell  within  it,  and  flow  up  and  down  in  uU  its  bor- 
ders; to  the  glory  of  God's  truth,  which  is  able  to  work  this 
(were  it  but  let  in,  received,  and  subjected  to  in  the  minds 
of  men),  and  to  the  delight  and  joy  of  the  hearts  of  all  in 
the  nation. 

Isaac  Pexixotox. 

"Written  in  Aylesbury  prison,  the  20th 
of  the  Kighth  month,  im». 
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coNcsaKiira 


THE  SUM  OR  SUBSTMCE  OF  OUR  RELIGION, 

WHO  ARE  CALLED  QUAKERS, 

AND  THE  EXERCISKS  AND  TRAVAILS  OF  OUR  SPIRITS  THEREIN. 


This  is  the  sum  or  substance  of  our  religion ;  to  wit,  to 
feel  and  discern  the  two  seeds:  the  seed  of  enmity,  the  seed 
of  love;  the  seed  of  the  flesh,  the  seed  of  the  Spirit;  the 
«oed  of  Hagar,  the  seed  of  Sarah;  the  seed  of  the  Egyptian 
womb,  the  holy  seed  of  Israel;  and  to  feel  the  judgments 
of  God  administered  to  the  one  of  these,  till  it  be  brought 
into  bondage  and  death ;  and  the  other  raised  up  in  the  lovo 
and  mercy  of  the  Lord  to  live  in  us,  and  our  souls  gathered 
into  it,  to  live  to  God  in  it. 

Now  when  the  liglit  of  God's  holy  Spirit  breaketh  in  upon 
man,^and  his  quickening  virtue  is  felt;  then  life  enters  into 
that  which  was  slain,  and  there  is  a  desire  begotten  in  the 
heart  to  travel  out  of  the  Egyptian  state,  into  tlie  good 
land ;  that  the  soul,  wliich  came  from  God,  might  return 
back  again  to  him,  out  of  the  sinful,  wandering,  miserable, 
lost  estate,  and  might  live  and  walk  with  him,  in  the  purity, 
virtue,  and  power  of  his  own  life  and  spirit. 

But  then  the  other  birth  strives  for  its  life,  and  Pharaoh, 
the  king  of  Egypt,  takes  part  wnth  his  Egyptians  againsf 
Israel;  and  there  is  no  help  to  the  poor  soul,  but  as  God 
pours  out  his  judgments  upon  that  hard  nature  and  spirit  in 
man,  which  is  of  the  birth  of  the  flesh,  and  receives  the  in- 
fluences and  strength  of  its  father,  which  harden  it  against 
the  true  seed.  And  now  what  a  condition  is  this  poor  soul 
in  ?  The  light  of  God's  Spirit  gi  veth  it  the  sense  of  its  state, 
and  the  quickenings  of  life  make  it  sensible  of  its  bondage. 
There  are  also  some  desires  and  longings  after  deliverance ; 
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but  this  doth  bat  provoke  the  enemy;  and  the  soul  being 
yet  in  his  territories,  and  under  his  power,  he  dealeth  the 
more*  hardly  with  it,  increasing  its  burdens  and  oppression? 
daily.  And  oh,  the  outcries  of  the  soul  in  this  state !  how  i$ 
its  spirit  pained,  anguished,  and  vexed  within  it;  so  that  it 
could  almost  many  times  choose  rather  to  lie  still  in  Egypt, 
than  undergo  the  heavy  burdens,  oppressions,  fears,  and 
dangers,  that  it  daily  meets  with  in  this  state ! 

Yet  there  is  a  secret  hope  springing  up  in  the  heart  froia 
the  true  seed,  which  often  euconrageth  it  to  trust  him,  and 
wait  upon  him  who  hath  visited,  in  his  pure  ministration  of 
Judgmcut.  For  this  is  felt  many  times,  as  the  soul  is  made 
truly  sensible  by  the  Lord,  that  the  judgment  is  not  to  the 
seed, — not  to  Israel;  but  to  Pharaoh  and  his  Egyptians: 
and  by  every  stroke  of  God*s  wrath  upon  them,  the  seed  i;> 
eased,  and  its  deliverance  working  out. 

And  80  at  last  when  the  Judgment  is  finished  in  the  land 
of  Kgy[)t,  the  strength  of  Pharaoh  and  his  Egyptians  bro- 
ken, their  first-born  slain,  out  comes  Israel,  out  of  the  dark 
land,  out  of  the  house  of  bondage,  to  travel  towards  its  rest- 
ing place.  Then  the  paschal  Lauib  is  known  and  fed  on; 
yea,  it  is  because  of  the  blood  of  the  Lamb,  sprinkled  upon 
the  door-posts,  that  Israel  is  pas8i^d  over  and  saved,  in  the 
day  of  Egypt's  visitation.  Oh !  who  can  read  truly,  that 
hath  not  felt  and  been  a  living  witness  thereof? 

But  now,  when  the  seed  is  couie  out  of  Egypt,  there  is  not 
the  end,  but  rather  the  beginning  of  its  travels.  Pharaoh 
and  his  Egyptians,  with  their  horses  and  chariots,  may  pur- 
sue again  anU  even  overtake:  and  there  may  seem  no  way 
'  of  escape  or  help  to  the  soul,  but  only  to  stand  still,  hope  iu 
the  Lord,  and  wait  to  see  his  salvation.  Then  shall  the  sea 
be  divided,  which  stopped  Israel's  course,  and  Pharaoh  witli 
his  EgA'ptians  (the  enemies  of  the  soul  in  this  appearance  of 
dreadful  oppressing  power)  be  destroyed  and  seen  no  more. 

Yet  iu  the  wilderness,  in  the  passage  through  the  cntau^ 
glementfl  to  the  holy  land,  tliere  are  many  straits,  trials,  and 
>»ore  enemies  to  be  met  with,  who  will  strive  by  open  force, 
and  also  with  enchantments,  to  betray  Israel;  yea,  there  iv^ 
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a  part  yet  nnbrought  down,  yet  unwrought  out,  at  which 
they  will  be  sfiiving  to  enter  the  mind.  And  as  Israel  for- 
gets his  Ood,  walking  out  of  his  counsel^  hearkening  to  that 
which  his  ear  should  be  shut  against,  and  so  joining  to  the 
contrary  seed;  the  plagues,  the  judgments,  the  indignation, 
and  woe  will  be  felt  by  him,  and  many  carcases  may  full 
there.  So  that  there  may  be  a  great  outcry  in  the  heait. 
Who  can  stand  before  this  holy  Lord  Godf  Shall  we  be  cc^imm- 
hkg  tcith  dying  f  Yes,  there  is  somewhat  must  be  consumed 
with  dying.  Yea,  if  a  man  came  so  far  as  to  witness  do- 
minion and  victory  over  his  souFs  enemies,  the  evil  seed 
brought  into  death  in  him,  and  a  possession  and  inheritani^e 
in  the  pure  rest  of  life;  yet  if  that  part  be  not  kept  in  the 
death,  if  there  be  not  a  praying  and  watching  to  the  pre- 
server of  Israel  (in  the  pure  fear  and  humility),  the  enemy 
will  be  sowing  to  the  flesh  again ;  he  will  be  getting  some 
of  his  corrupt  seeds  into  the  heart  again  (if  the  soul  do  but 
sleep  and  become  negligent),  and  so  corruption  will  take 
root  again,  and  the  contrary  birth  grow  up  again^  and  the 
foxes  break  into  the  vineyard,  and  spoil  the  tender  grapes. 

So  that  this  is  our  religion,  to  witness  the  two  seeds,  witli 
the  power  of  the  Lord  bringing  down  the  one,  and  bring- 
ing up  the  other;  and  then  to  witness  and  experience  daily 
the  same  power,  keeping  the  one  in  death,  and  the  other  in 
life,  by  the  holy  ministration  of  God's  pure  living  covenant. 
And  so  to  know  God  in  this  covenant,  (in  this  covenant 
which  lives,  gives  life,  and  keeps  in  life)  and  to  walk  with 
(iod,  and  worship  and  serve  him  therein,  even  in  his  Son, 
in  tlie  light  of  his  Son,  in  the  life  of  his  Son,  in  the  virtue 
and  ability  which  flows  from  his  Son,  into  our  spirits;  this 
is  our  religion,  which  the  Lord  our  God,  in  his  tender  mercy, 
hath  bestowed  upon  us.  And  indeed  we  find  this  to  be  a 
pure,  living,  and  undefiled  religion  before  God,  daily  wit- 
nessing his  acceptance  of  it  in  and  through  his  Son,  whose 
name  is  here  known  and  confessed,  worshipped  and  hon- 
oredy  according  to  the  veiy  heart  of  the  Father. 

This  may  be  further  illustrated,  and  perhaps  made  more 
manifest  to  somey  by  a  sertpture  or  two. 
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"The  flesh  lustcth  against  the  spirit,  jyid  the  spirit 
agaiust  the  flesh;  and  these  are  contrary  one  to  the  other," 
saith  the  apostle.  Gal.  v.  17. 

Here  are  the  two  seeds  (the  seed  of  the  serpent,  the  seed 
of  the  woman)  whose  striving  and  fight  is  in  man,  when 
God  awakens  the  soul;  the  one  wliereof  hath  a  nature,  a  de- 
sire, or  lust  contrary  to  the  other,  Kow  as  the  one  of  these 
prevails  in  any  heai-t,  so  the  other  goes  down.  As  the  one 
gains  life  and  power,  so  the  other  is  hrought  into  death  and 
captivity.  So  that  this  is  it  every  one  is  to  wait  for,  after 
they  once  come  to  the  sensible  knowledge  and  experience 
of  these  two,  to  feel  the  flesh  hrought  down,  the  lusts  of  it 
denied,  the  judgments  of  the  Lord  administered  to  it;  that 
so  the  other  may  come  up  to  live,  thrive,  and  prevail  in  the 
soul,  and  so  the  soul  witness  salvation  and  redemption  un- 
der its  shadow.  "Thus  Zion  is  redeemed  with  judgment, 
and  her  converts  with  righteousness.''  Isaiah  i.  27.  What 
is  Zion?  Is  it  not  the  holy  hill  of  Ood,  whereon  hia  Son  is 
set  King  to  reign  ?  whereon  the  holy  city  is  to  be  built,  and 
God  to  be  worshipped  in  spirit?  What  condition  is  Zion 
in,  when  God  visits  her  to  redeem  her?  Is  she  not  laid 
waste,  desolate,  lying  in  the  dust?  as  Ps.  cii.  13,  14.  Well, 
how  will  God  redeem  her?  "Zion  shall  be  redeemed  \rtth 
judgment,  and  her  converts  with  righteousness."  By  bring- 
ing judgment  upon  that  which  keeps  her  under,  upon  her 
enemies,  the  contrary  seed,  God  redeems  her;  and  by  bring- 
ing forth  righteousness  (the  righteous  life  and  Spirit  of  liis 
own  Son)  in  those  whose  minds  arc  turned  to  her,  whose 
faces  are  set  Zion-ward;  thus  God  redeems  her  converts. 
Yes,  yes;  it  is  truly  felt  and  witnessed;  the  living  right- 
eousness of  Christ  revealed  in  the  heart,  and  having  power 
thei-e,  sets  free  from  all  the  unrighteousness  which  was 
there  before.  And  then,  when  the  unrighteous  one  is  cast 
out,  and  the  righteous  one  revealed,  and  the  soul  united  to 
him,  and  receives  virtue  and  power  from  him,  then  he  be- 
comes a  servant  of  righteousness,  and  doth  not  commit  sin, 
but  doth  righteousness;  "and  he  that  doth  righteousuess  is 
righteous,  even  as  bo  is  righteous."  1  John  iii.  7.    For  how 


ISAiiC  PSKIK6T0N.  49I 

can  it  be  otherwise,  when  the  righteous  life  is  revealed  and 
brought  up  into  dominion  in  him?  How  can  the  same 
righteous  Spirit  and  life  (revealed  in  the  members,  as  it  was 
in  the  head)  but  live  and  act  after  the  same  manner  in  the 
members  as  it  did  in  the  head?  (Oh  that  men  were  turned 
to  that  which  would  give  them  the  certain  knowledge  and 
sensible  experience  of  this  I)  Now  this  is  exceeding  com- 
fortable and  precious  to  them  that  are  in  the  true  travel 
towards  it;  much  more  to  them  that  enjoy  it. 

This  is  tlie  siim  of  all,  even  to  know  and  experience 
what  is  to  be  brought  down  into  death,  and  kept  in  death ; 
what  to  be  brought  up  out  of  the  grave,  to  live  to  God, 
and  reign  in  his  domiuion ;  and  what  to  be  kept  in  subjec- 
tion and  obedience  to  him  who  is  to  reign.  Xow  to  expe- 
rience it  thus  done  in  the  heart;  the  flesh  brought  down, 
the  seed  of  life  raised,  and  the  soul  subject  to  the  pure 
heavenly  power,  wiiose  right  it  is  to  reign  in  the  heart  in  and 
by  the  seed;  this  is  a  blessed  state  indeed  I  For  here  the 
work  is  done ;  here  the  throne  of  God  is  exalted,  and  his 
King  reigns  in  righteousness  and  peace,  and  all  his  enemies 
are  under  his  feet;  and  this  son,  this  true  Israelite,  this  re- 
deemed onQ,  may  w^ear  the  white  robe,  and  scitc  God  in 
righteousness  and  holiness,  without  fear  of  his  enemies, 
(keeping  in  and  to  the  covenant,  which  ministers  life  and 
power  abundantly)  all  the  days  of  his  life.  For  that  was  to 
be  the  outward  state  of  the  outward  Israel ;  keeping  to 
God  in  the  outward  covenant;  audit  is  to  be  the  inward 
state  of  the  imvard  Israel,  keeping  to  God  in  the  inward 
covenant,  which' is  a  pure  covenant  of  life  and  peace,  of  all 
inward  and  spiritual  blessings  and  mercies  in  Christ,  where- 
with the  souls  are  blessed  that  are  obedient  unto  God,  and 
walk  humbly  with  him  in  this  covenant.  And  I  beseech 
you  to  consider  (0  tender  people!  who  are  giieved  be- 
cause of  sin  and  corruption  in  your  hearts,  and  would  fain 
witness  victory  and  dominion  over  it,  in  the  name  and 
strength  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ),  whom  did  that  prophecy 
of  Zachariah  (Luke  i.  17,  72,  74,  75.)  concern?  What  was 
that  holy  covenant?  Who  w^ere  to  be  so  redeemed?  Who 
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weretbe  Israel  that  were  to  inberit  this  promise?  All  the 
promises  are  yea  and  amen  in  Christ  to  the  Israel  of  Gocl. 
AVhy  should  not  the  Israel  of  God  hope  to  enjoy  this?  Even 
K)  to  be  acquainted  with  God's  Holy  Spirit,  and  to  wait  up- 
o\\  him,  that  they  may  witness  it  granted  to  them;  that 
they,  being  delivered  out  of  tJie  hands  of  their  enemies, 
miglit  serve  him  without  fear,  in  holiness  and  righteousness 
l>eforc  him  (whose  eyes  are  piercing,  and  can  behold  no  in- 
iquity) all  the  days  of  their  lives.  Surely  they  who  witness 
that  promise  (mentioned  Isa.  xxxv.  8.)  fulfilled  to  thenu 
cannot  fall  short  of  this.  And  truly  the  children  of  the 
new  covenant  can  never  come  thoroughly  to  live  to  God 
till  they  witness  the  inward  circumcision  of  the  heart,  so  as 
to  love  the  Lord  with  all  the  heart  and  soul.  Deut.  xxx.  6. 
Xow  where  it  is  so,  the  devil  or  lust  can  find  no  place  of  en- 
trance ;  and  how  then  shall  they  be  able  to  sow  their  seed,  and 
bring  forth  sin?  Out  of  the  evil  heart  proceeds  all  evil;  but 
(»ut  of  that  heart  which  is  thoroughly  circumcised,  to  love 
the  Lord  God  wholly,  evil  cannot  proceed.  If  lust  be  not 
conceived,  it  cannot  bring  forth  sin ;  and  where  the  womb 
which  conceived  it  is  kiept  dry  and  barren,  it  cannot  con- 
ceive again.  And  is  not  this  the  promise  of  ^the  gospel, 
that  the  womb  which  was  once  barren,  shall  be  very  fruit- 
ful, and  beara  bundantly ;  but  the  other  grow  feeble,  and 
1)0  able  to  bear  no  more?  Oh!  that  people  had  experience 
of  God*s  power,  and  did  believe  therein!  What  should 
stand  in  the  way  of  it?  It  was  Israel's  sin  of  old,  when  they 
looked  at  their  enemies,  and  saw  their  footing  and  strength 
in  the  land  which  God  had  promised  to  Abraham's  aeed 
for  an  inheritance,  they  could  not  believe  that  they  could  be 
(.>vercome.    Oh !  take  heed  of  the  same  unbelief  now. 
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CONCERNING  CHRIST; 

Coming  to  the  Father  by  him,  receiving  him, 

walking  in  nim,  not  in  the  olpness  of  the  letter,  0ut  in 

the  newness  of  the  spirit ;  and  concerning 

reading  the  scrptures  aright. 

"I  am  the  way,  the  truth,  and  the  life:  no  man  cometh 
unto  the  Fatier  but  by  me,"  saith  Christ,  John  xiv.  6. 

Man,  in  the  corrupt,  degenerate  estate,  is  fallen  from 
God,  and  hath  lost  his  image  (the  holy,  heavenly  image  of 
the  Father  of  Spirits);  is  driven  out  from  his  presence, 
dwells  in  the  land  of  darkness  and  confusion,  under  the 
government  of  the  prince  of  the  power  of  the  air,  who  rules 
in,  and  hath  power  over,  all  the  children  of  disobedience. 

Now  this  should  be  man's  work ;  even  to  return  to  the 
Father;  to  come  back  out  of  the  prodigal  lo«t  state,  to  the 
Father's  house;  where  there  is  sufficiency  and  fullness  of 
tme  bread  and  water  of  life  to  satisfy  every  hungry  and 
thirsty  souL 

The  way  whereby  a  man  must  come,  the  truth  wherein 
he  must  be  renewed,  the  life  wherein  a  man  most  be  qniek- 
ened,  is  Christ,  the  Son  of  the  living  Ood;  and  he  must 
know  him  as  the  Son  of  the  living  God,  and  feel  him  r^ 
vealed  in  him,  and  received  by  him,  and  so  walk  in  him  the 
way,  in  him  the  truth,  in  him  the  life,  if  ever  he  come  to 
the  Father.  He  must  not  rest  in  the  description  of  things; 
but  feel  and  know,  receive  and  walk  in  the  thmy^  which  by 
the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  hath  been  often  formerly,  and  is  still, 
described,  in  what  words,  and  by  what  means,  the  Spirit 
pleaseth.  But  to  receive  all  the  descriptions  of  him  that 
were  formeriy  given  forth,  or  all  the  descriptions  that  aw 
uow  given  forth,  that  will  not  do ;  but  the  soul  that  wUl 
Vol.  n.—  42 
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live  by  him,  mast  receive  bim^  and  feel  the  ingraftiDg  into 
him  the  holy  root,  the  living  word  of  Ood*s  eternal  power, 
and  mnst  feel  this  word  ingrafted  into  his  heart,  so  that 
there  be  a  real  becoming  one  in  natore  and  spirit  with  him. 
And  then  he  is  tnily  in  the  vine,  in  the  olive-tree,  and  par- 
takes of  the  virtue  and  sap  thereof;  he  abiding  therein,  and 
walking  in  the  spirit,  life,  and  power  thereof. 

Now  here  a  man  walks  not,  nor  cannot  walk,  in  the  old- 
ness  of  the  letter;  but  in  the  newness  of  the  Spirit  only. 
Paul,  notwithstanding  all  his  knowledge  of  the  Scriptures, 
walked  but  in  the  oldness  of  the  letter,  before  Christ  was 
revealed  in  him.  And  those  in  the  apostles'  days,  who 
had  got  the  form  of  godliness,  but  turned  from  and  denied 
the  power,  they  walked  but  in  the  oldness  of  the  letter. 
Yea,  the  church  of  Sardis,  for  the  most  part,  and  the  church 
of  Laodicea,  who  had  received  the  right  order  and  ordi- 
nances, and  the  true  descriptions  of  things,  and  thought 
they  were  full  and  rich,  and  wanted  nothing,  they  walked 
bat  according  to  the  oldness  of  the  letter,  and  not  in  the 
newness  and  power  of  the  Spirit  of  life.  But  alas,  how  fiv 
are  many,  who  pretend  to  Christ  in  this  day,  £rom  this 
state !  who  never  came  so  far  as  to  walk  in  the  oldness  of 
the  letter,  from  a  true  understanding  thereof;  bat  have 
only  learned  and  continued  to  walk  in  the  oldness  of  their 
own  apprehensions  and  conceivings  upon  the  letter. 

Can  these,  in  this  state,  possibly  understand  truth,  or 
know  the  inward,  spiritual,  precious  appearances  thereof 
either  in  their  own  hearts,  or  others?  Surely  no.  Why 
00?  Why  this  is  the  reason:  because  they  measure  the  ap- 
pearances of  truth,  either  in  themselves  or  others,  by  their 
own  old  apprehensions  and  conceivings  upon  ecriptareB 
concerning  truth ;  which  are  not  the  proper  measure  of  it 
Now  all  such  are  yet  in  darkness,  let  them  pretend  what 
they  will,  and  grow  ever  so  high  in  knowledge,  exercises, 
and  experiences  after  this  manner;  and  so  tlie  best^  ceal- 
ousest,  and  most  knowing  of  them  in  this  state,  are  but 
blind  leaders  of  the  blind,  and,  thus  going  on,  shall  most 
certainly  fall  into  the  ditch  of  perditioD.    Oh  that  men 
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could  feel  that  which  makes  rightlj  flenaihle,  and  might 
lay  it  to  heart!  For  no  man  can  confess  Christ  (how  then 
can  he  receive  him,  and  walk  in  him?)  hut  hy  the  Holy 
Spirit. 

And  he  that  knoweth  not  tiie  Spirit  rightly,  knowefh 
not  Christ  rightly;  and  he  that  doth  not  know  him  rightly, 
doth  not  confess  him  rightly;  and  none  can  know  him 
rightly  hut  hy  the  revelation  of  the  Father  inwardly.  The 
mystery  must  he  opened  within,  or  there  is  no  true  know- 
ing. The  mysteiy  of  deceit  is  discovered  within,  and  ihe 
mystery  of  life  is  discovered  within  also.  And  though  the 
heart  of  man,  in  the  unregenerate  estate,  is  deoeitftil  ahove 
all  things,  and  desperately  wicked,  and  no  man  of  himself 
can  search  or  know  it;  yet  this  is  not  the  estate  of  the  true 
Israelites  whom  God  hath  cleansed,  and  taught  to  deny 
themselves  daily;  hut  they  have  boldness  heforethat  God 
who  hath  searched  them,  and  removed  from  them  the  in- 
iquities which  he  found  therein.  Yea,  whoever  witnesseth 
Christ  revealed  within,  shall  find  him  revealed  within  for 
this  very  end,  to  destroy  the  works  of  the  devil  there;  and 
he  is  a  powerful  Saviour  of  the  soul  from  sin,  and  a  power* 
ful  destroyer  of  the  works  of  the  devil  within. 

Now  concerning  reading  the  Scriptures,  mind  this;  It  is 
said  of  the  Jews,  that  when  they  read  Moses  (or  in  reading 
the  Old  Testament)  the  veil  was  upon  their  heart:  which 
veil  is  done  away  in  Christ.  2  Cor.  iii.  14, 16.  Oh !  con- 
sider seriously,  is  the  veil  done  away  from  thee?  Dost 
thou  read  the  Scriptures  with  the  unveiled  eye?  Dost 
thou  read  in  the  anointing,  in  Christ's  Spirit,  in  the  pure 
heavenly  wisdom  of  the  divine  birth?  It  was  promised  of 
old,  that  God  would  take  away  the  face  of  the  covering  cast 
over  all  people,  and  the  veil  spread  over  all  nations.  Dost 
thou'  witness  the  promise  fulfilled  to  thee?  Dost  thou 
know  the  difference  between  reading  the  Scriptures  with 
the  veil  on  thee,  and  with  the  veil  oft'?  Are  the  Scriptures 
opened  and  unlocked  to  thee  by  the  key  of  David,  so  that 
thou  readest  and  understandest  them  in  the  light  and  dem- 
onstration of  God's  Holy  Spirit;  or  is  thy  own  yndersthnd- 
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ing  Biid  Will  ftt  work  of  itself,  id  soardimg  into  the  Soript- 
uro8?  If  tibe  wrong  birth,  the  wrong  wisdom,  the  wrong 
understanding,  be  at  work,  it  can  gather  bat  that  which 
will  feed  and  strengthen  itself;  and  if  thou  beest  not  in 
Obristy  a(nd  dost  not  read  in  Christ,  the  v^l  is  not  taken 
awaj  from  thee,  for  the  veil  is  only  done  away  in  him;,  bnt 
thoa  seadest  and  walkest  in  the  oldness  of  thy  apprehen- 
sions upon  the  letter,  and  not  in  the  newness  of  the  Spirit: 
and  so  knowest  neither  the  Scriptures,  nor  the  power  of 
God,  whatever  thou  prafeasest  to  men,  or  dreamest  concern- 
ing thyself.  For  it  is  no. other  indeed;  thy  knowledge,  thy 
appreheoi^ns,  thy  faith,  thy  hope,  thy  peace,  thy  joy  (be- 
ing out  of  the  compass  of  the  pure,  living  truth,  in  which 
the  substance,  the  virtue,  the  kernel  of  all  is  comprised  and 
comprehended  for  ever)  are  but  as  so  many  dreams. 

Oh  that  men  that  are  any  whit  tender,  and  have  any 
sincere  desires  in  them  towards  the  Lord,  could  read  that 
one  scripture  (Psa.  xliii.  3,  4.)  sensibly  and  experimentally ! 
'^Oh  send  out  thy  light  and  thy  truth;  let  them  lead  me; 
let  them  bring  me  unto  thy  holy  hill,  and  to  thy  taberna- 
cles.'* (What!  did  not  David  know  how  to  go  to  the  hill 
and  tabernacles  of  God,  without  a  particular  sending  forth 
of  light  and  truth  from  God  to  lead  him  thitlier?)  Then 
may  men  go  to  the  altar  of  God,  unto  God  their  exceeding 
joy,  and  witness  his  hill  and  house  their  dwelling-place, 
when  God,  by  his  light  and  truth,  sent  forth  from  him 
into  them,  leads  them  thither. 

The  Scriptures  are  words,  whose  chief  end,  drift,  and 
service  is,  to  bring  men  to  the  Word  from  which  the  Script- 
ures came.  And  when  men  are  there,  then  they  are  in  the 
life  of  the  Scriptures,  and  witness  the  fulfilling  of  the 
Scriptures,  even  the  executing  the  righteous  judgments  of 
God  upon  that  spirit,  mind,  and  nature  in  them,  which  is 
ciontrary  to  his  image;  and  the  fulfilling  of  the  promises 
and  sure  mercies,  which  belong  to  Christ  the  seed,  and  to 
them  who  are  gathered  into,  and  abide  in,  Christ  the  seed. 
Here  is  the  covenant,  the  new  covenant  That  which  is 
said,  or  those  thin|pi  ivhich  are  said)  concerning  the  cove- 
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DtfDt  in  tbe  Scriptures,  are  but  deecriptioos  of  the  a^w 
covenant;  bat  Christ  within,  the  hope  of  glory,  the  Spirit 
within,  the  fear  within,  the  power  of  life  within,  breaking 
down  and  reigning  over  the  power  of  sin  and  death  (so  that 
the  Lord  is  served  in  the  dominion  and  power  of  his  0¥m 
life,  in  the  righteousness  and  holiness  before  him,  out  of  the 
fear  of  sin  and  death,  all  the  days  of  our  lives;  so  that  ciq^ 
tivity  can  lead  captive,  nor  breaJs  the  soul's  peace  no  more; 
nay,  not  so  mu(di  as  make  afraid  those  that  keep'  their 
habitation  on  God's  holy  mountain);  here  is  the  covenant 
indeed,  the  strength  and  virtue  whereof  is  witnessed  in  the 
soul«  as  the  soul  feels  the  power  of  life  revealed  in  it,  and 
is  made  subject  by  the  power  of  Christ,  who  reigns  in 
righteousness,  love,  mercy,  aud  peace,  in  the  hearts  of 
those  whom  he  redeems  out  of  the  earthly  nature  and  q>ir- 
it,  up  to  the  mind  and  Spirit  of  his  Father.  And  here  the 
psalms,  hymns,  and  spiritual  songs,  the  pure  songs  (the 
song  of  Moses,  the  song  of  the  Lamb)  are  sung  to  the  Father 
of  spirits,  to  the  Redeemer  of  Israel ;  which  never  were 
sung,  nor  can  be  sung,  in  any  part  of  Babylon ;  but  all 
those  songs  are  but  dreams  of  the  night,  which  will  be 
turned  into  howling  and  bitter  lamentation,  when  the  whore 
(t&at  which  hath  whored  from  God,  and  is  not  in  the  wis- 
dom of  his  Spirit,  whatever  she  may  pretend)  is  stripped, 
and  the  nakedness  of  her  profession  and  religion  (with  all  her 
duties  and  ordinances,  as  she  calls  them)  made  manifest. 


GONCERNINQ  THB  GoSPEL  MINISTRATION. 

Lp  the  gospel  be  not  a  ministration  of  words  or  letter,  but 
of  SfHrit,  life,  and  power;  and  if  it  was  the  intent  of  Qod 
that  men  should  not  stick  in  words  or  testimonies  concern- 
ing the  thing,  but  come  to  the  thing  itself,  and  live  in  the 
Bon's  life  and  power,  and  fdel  the  Son  living  in  them,  then 
they  are  greatly  mistaken,  who  think  to  gather  a  rule  to 
themselves  out  of  the  testimonies  and  declarations  of  things 
in  the  Scriptures,  and  do  not  wMt  upon  the  Lord  to  receive 
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hi»  Spirit  ita^lf  to  become  their  rule,  gaide,  and  way.  For 
these  are  all  one;  the  truth  is  the  way;  the  truth  which 
Kres  and  abides  in  the  heart  (where  it  is  reeeiTed  and  enter- 
tained) is  the  way;  the  rule  ia  the  guide:  fw  God  is  One. 
There  are  many  names,  but  the  thing  is  Ofie.  The  Kfe,  the 
power,  the  wiedom  in  the  Father,  Son,  and  Spirit,  ia  all  One: 
yea,  they  themselres  are  One,  perfectly  Owe,  not  at  all  di- 
vided or  separated;  but  where  the  Father  is,  the  Son  is; 
and  where  the  Son  ia,  the  Spirit  is;  and  where  the  Spirit  is, 
there  is  both  the  Father  and  the  Son,  who  tabernacle  in 
man-  in  the  day  of  the  gospel.  A»d  where  these  are,  there 
that  is  which  is  to  be  preferred  before  all  words,  which  was 
afore  them,  and  is  in  nature,  Spirit,  and  glory  above  them. 
He  that  hath  the  Son,  hath  life,  even  the  life  eternal,  which 
the  words  testify  of.  lie  that  hath  the  Son  hath  him  which 
is  true;  and  he  that  is  in  the  Son  is  in  him  that  is  true;  and 
abiding  there,  cannot  be  deceived;  but  he  that  is  not  there 
is  deceived,  let  him  apprehend  and  gather  out  of  the  Script- 
ures what  he  can.  Oh,  how  is  God  glorified,  and  how  is 
the  redemption  and  real  salvation  of  the  soul  witnessed  in 
this  despised  dispensation  of  truth,  which  God  hath  held 
torth  in  these  latter  days !  Blessed  be  the  name  of  the  Lord, 
who  hath  hid  this  pure  dispensation  of  life  from  the  eye  of 
the  prudent  worldly-wise  part  in  every  man,  revealing  it 
only  to  the  babish  simplicity  which  is  of  his  Son,  and  which 
lives  in  him,  and  by  him. 

(NknOEKNING    CuIUST'S    being    manifested    without,  and    Hid 

BKINO    ALSO    MANIFESTKU   WITHIN,    AND    HOW    BOTH    ARK 

OWNKD  BY  TUKM  THAT  KNOW  THK  TrUTH, 

,  It  is  objected  against  us,  who  are  called  Quakkus,  that  we 
diMiy  Christ  (and  look  not  to  be  saved  by  him)  as  he  wa** 
nmnifested  without  us,  but  look  only  to  be  tiaved  by  a  Christ 
ill  ud.  To  which  this  is  in  my  heart  to  answer  such  as  singlv 
(lertire  satisfaction  therein. 

W^e  do  indeed  expect  to  be  saved  (yea,  and  not  only  so, 
but  do  already,  in  our  several  measures,  witness  salvation  i 
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by  the  revelation  and  operation  of  the  life  of  Ohmt  witiiiti 
us;  yet  not  without  illation  to  what  he  did  without  us. 
For  all  that  he  did  in  that  body  of  flesh  was  of  the  Father, 
and  had  its  place  and  service  in  the  will,  and  according  to 
the  counsel,  of  the  Father.  But  the  knowledge  and  belief 
of  that,  since  the  days  of  the  apostles,  have  been  very  much 
held  in  the  unrighteousness,  and  in  the  separation  from  the 
inward  work  of  the  power  and  life  of  Christ  in  the  heart; 
which,  as  so  held,  cannot  save  any.  But  whoever  feels  the 
light  and  life  of  Christ  revealed  in  him,  and  comes  into  un- 
ion with  God  there-through,  he  feels  the  work  of  regenera- 
tion, of  sanctifi  cation,  of  justification,  of  life,  and  redemption ; 
and  so  comes  to  reap  benefit  inwardly,  and  to  partake  of  the 
blessed  fruits  of  all  that  Christ  did  outwardly.  Yea,  he  that 
is  thus  one  with  Christ  in  the  Spirit,  cannot  exclude  him- 
self, nor  is  excluded  by  God,  from  the  advantage  of  any 
thing,  nor  every  thing,  Christ  did  in  that  body  of  flesh. 

This  indeed  is  the  main  thing,  to  witness  salvation 
wrought  out  in  the  heart ;  to  witness  the  eternal  power  and 
arm  of  the  Lord  laying  hold  on  the  soul  to  save  it;  and  not 
only  laying  hold  on  it  to  save  it,  but  to  witness  the  work- 
ing out  and  the  cftbcting  of  the  salvation,  as  really  in  the 
substance,  as  Israel  of  old  did  in  the  shadow.  For  as  they 
witnessed  Moses  and  Joshua  outwardly,  so  the  true  Israel- 
ite, the  inward  Israelite,  the  spiritual  Israelite,  is  to  witness 
that  which  is  the  substance  of  these,  even  the  Son  of  God 
revealed  inwardly.  Now  they  were  not  saved  outwardly  by 
a  bare  outward  believing  that  Moses  and  Joshua  were  sent 
of  God  to  save  them;  but  by  following  them  in  faith  and 
obedience  to  what  from  God  they  required.  80  to  the  in- 
ward Israel  Christ  is  given  for  a  leader  and  commander, 
who  appears  to  the  distressed  embondaged  soul  in  Egypt, 
brings  out  of  Egypt,  and  so  leads  on  towards  the  good  laiii, 
and  into  it.  Now  atf  the  soul  follows,  as  the  soul  believes 
in  his  appearances,  and  obeys  his  voice  in  the  holy,  pure 
covenantor  life;  so  he  works  out  the  redemption  thereof. 
But  as  unbelief  and  disobedience  get  up,  and  the  heart  is 
hardened  at  any  time  against  his  voice  and  counsel,  and  the 
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ear  open  to  the  temptations  of  the  enemy,  the  redemption 
thereby  goea  backward,  and  the  diatrcaa  and  captivity  re- 
turn again.  This  is  witnessed,  known,  and  experienced  by 
every  true  traveller  towards  Zion ;  therefore  the  main  thing 
requisite  is  to  abide  in  the  sense  of  the  Redeemer's  power, 
as  also  in  waiting  for  his  motions  and  appearances,  and  in 
the  faith  and  obedience  thereof.  For  sin  gathers  strength, 
and  is  brought  forth,  by  letting  in  and  giving  way  to  the 
motions  thereof:  and  so  also  holiness  and  righteousness  is 
brought  forth  and  getteth  ground  in  the  mind,  by  hearken- 
ing and  giving  up  to  the  stirrings  and  movings  of  God's 
Holy  Spirit.  Therefore  it  is  of  great  necessity  to  every  true 
traveller  to  come  to  a  right  understanding  and  distinguish- 
ing of  these;  and  that  the  heart  may  be  kept  with  all  dili- 
gence, because  out  of  it  are  the  issues  both  of  life  and  death. 
And  most  happy  is  he  who  knows  the  issues  of  death 
stopped,  and  the  issues  of  life  opened,  and  whose  spirit  is 
naked  and  open  before  the  Lord,  for  life  to  spring  up  in 
him,  and  issue  forth  through  him  at  its  pleasure.  Oh!  it  is 
a  precious  state  to  witness  captivity  le<]^  captive  by  life,  and 
the  power  of  life  reigning  over  it  And  truly  there  is  as 
real  deliverance  witnessed  inwardly,  by  those  that  wait  up- 
on the  Lord,  and  are  faithful  to  Uie  leadings  of  his  Holy 
Spirit,  as  ever  there  was  by  the  Jews  oi^wardly,  in  their 
faithful  following  Moees  and  Joshua:  and  Christ  is  as 
truly  a  healer  of  his  people,  in  this  ministration  of  life  to 
them  by  his  Holy  Spirit,  as  ever  he  was  a  healer  of  persons 
outwardly  in  the  days  of  the  flesh.  That,  with  the  other 
miracles  which  be  wrought  then,  was  but  a  shadow  of  what 
he  would  work  and  perform  inwardly  in* the  day  of  his 
Spirit  and  holy  power:  and  shall  he,  or  can  he  (to  those 
that  &ithfully  wait  upon  him)  fall  short  in  the  one,  of  what 
ke  shadowed  out  in  the  other?  Nay,  surely;  it  was  the  in- 
tent of  his  heart,  and  he  will  not  fail  to  perform  it,  to  save 
to  the  very  utmost  all  that  come  to  God  by  him,  and  abide 
in  his  holy,  pure,  righteous,  living  covenant  Here  is  the 
skill  of  Christiauity,  to  abide  in  him ;  and  here  the  living 
virtue  and  pure  power  is  felt,  which  overcometh  all,  but 


ISAAC  PENINGTON.  ftOl 

nothing  cau  overcome  it:  but  viotory,  dominion,  glorj^, 
mi^eety,  and  power  is  sung  unto  him,  who  is  £lng  of  eainta, 
who  reigns  in  righteousness,  and  who  establisheth  p«ace 
and  truth  within  his  borders. 


A   FBW  WORDS   CONCBRNIKO   TUK   PRINCIPLE   OP  TRUTH  ;    WHAT 

IT  IS,  HOW   IT   MAY   BE   DISCERNED,  AND   HOW    IT 

MAY  BE  PURCHASED  AND  POSSESSED. 

Quest.  1.  What  is  the  principle  of  truth? 

Ans.  It  is  the  light,  which  reproves  and  makes  sin  mani- 
fest. "Whatsoever  doth  make  manifest  is  light.*'  Where- 
fore he  saith,  "Awake  thou  that  sleepest,  arise  from  the 
dead,"  &c.  Eph.  v.  13, 14.  There  is  no  other  way  of  awak- 
ing out  of  sleep,  and  arising  from  the  dead,  but  by  the  light 
which  makes  sin  manifest.  And  oh,  how  precious  is  that 
light! 

Quest.  2.  How  may  the  principle  of  truth  be  discerned  ? 

Ans,  By  its  piercing,  quickening  nature,  which  discover- 
eth  itself  in  its  appearances  and  operations.  For  it  appears 
and  works,  not  like  man's  reason,  or  like  motions  of  his 
mind  which  he  takes  into  his  understandiug  part;  but  it 
appears  and  works  livingly,  powerfully,  and  eftectually  in 
the  heart. 

Man's  reason  is  corrupt,  dark,  impure,  since  the  tall ;  and 
in  the  hand  and  under  the  power  of  the  wicked  one.  Its 
nature  is  to  hide  and  cover  sin,  not  to  discover  it.  Now 
the  light  of  tlie  law,  which  discovers  sin,  ariseth  not  hence. 
Who  cau  bring  the  clean,  pure  light  of  the  law  out  of  the 
unclean,  impure  reason  of  man?  The  light  indeed  .may 
shine  in  the  darkness;  but  it  is  no  part  of  it,  but  of  another 
nature  and  descent.  It  is  from  God's  Spirit,  and  given  to 
man  in  his  love  unto  him,  to  lead  him  out  of  his  dark  ways 
and  spirit,  into  the  pure  Spirit  and  way  of  holiness.  For 
the  light  which  discovers  sin,  is  all  holy  and  pure,  like  the 
fountain  from  whence  it  comes.  Now  a  man  that  is  ac- 
quainted both  with  reason  and  with  this  light,  he  can  dis- 
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tin^isb  ihc  nature  and  operations  of  both.  For  there  \s  a 
great  difference  between  truth  held  in  the  reaaoning  part, 
and  truth  held  in  its  own  principle.  It  ia  very  powerful  in 
the  one;  it  effecteth  little  in  the  other.  In  the  pure  quick* 
eninga  of  life  this  distinction  is  perceived,  and  also  held. 
Therefore  our  advice  is  to  all  men,  to  retire  from  all  mor- 
tality, that  they  may  come  to  feel  the  spring  of  life  in  them- 
selves, and  something  springing  therefrom  into  them  to 
quicken  them,  and  to  wait  to  have  their  understandings 
opened  and  kept  open  by  that;  that  so  they  may  receive, 
retMn,  and  not  again  lose  the  capacity  of  understanding  the 
things  of  God*s  kingdom. 

Quest  8.  How  may  this  principle,  seed,  or  pearl,  be  pur- 
chased and  possessed? 

Ans.  By  dying  to  a  man's  own  wisdom  and  will.  There 
is  not  another  way.  For  the  light  is  wholly  contrary  to  man, 
as  he  stands  in  the  alic^nation  from  Qod.  It  crosseth  his 
spirit,  his  thoughts,  his  desires,  his  knowledge,  his  reason, 
hia  understanding ;  even  all  that  is  of  himself.  He  must 
therefore  consult  with  none  of  these,  but  prefer  the  little, 
pure  demonstration  of  the  light  of  Christ's  Spirit  above  all 
these,  and  stand  in  the  parting  with  and  loss  of  them  all  for 
ever.  Oh !  this  is  an  hard  saying,  who  can  bear  it  ?  Surely 
none  but  those  that  are  taught  and  learn  of  the  Father,  can 
thus  come  to  give  up  to  and  follow  the  light  of  the  Son. 

"The  law  of  the  Lord  is  perfect;  converting  (or  restor- 
ing) the  soul.**  Psa.  xix.  7.  What  Jaw  was  this  or  what 
law  is  this?  Was  it  the  law  of  works  in  the  hand  of  Moses? 
Or  is  it  the  law  of  faith  in  the  hand  of  Christ?  Doth  not 
Christ  enlighten  every  man  that  cometh  into  the  world? 
Would  not  God  have  all  men  to  be  saved?  And  doth 
he  not  give  to  all  a  proportion  of  the  true  light  whereby 
they  may  be  saved?  And  is  it  not  the  property  of  this 
light  to  convert  to  God?  Can  any  man  receive  this,  and 
be  united  to  tliis,  and  it  not  change  his  nature?  So  that 
he  must  needs  have  a  new  nature,  and  from  that  new  nat- 
ure do  that  naturally,  which  the  Jews,  by  all  their  endeav- 
ors without  this,  could  never  do. 
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Can  any  thing  conyert  fallen  xnan  to  God,  but  Cihiiifc? 
Hath  any  thing  power  to  convert  to  God,  but  his  pure  law 
of  life?  Can  Christ  and  his  light  be  separated?  Can  any 
man  receive  his  light  and  be  united  thereto,  and  not  receive 
him?  Oh  that  men*s  hearts  and  understandings  were 
opened  by  the  Spirit  and  power  of  the  Lord !  For  this  is  a 
direct  riddle  to  all  men,  who  have  not  God's  heifer  to  plow 
with,  to  understand  it  by.  And  so  for  want  of  a  true  un- 
derstanding, it  is  despised  and  rejected  among  the  builders; 
but  with  us  it  is  elect  and  precious,  chosen  of  God,  and  pre- 
cious in  the  eye  of  our  souls. 

Now  this  doth  not  exclude  or  make  void  any  thing  that 
Christ  did  in  his  body  of  flesh  here  on  earth,  or  that  he  doth 
in  heaven  for  his;  but  this  brings  unto  a  right,  and  into  a 
possession  and  enjoyment  of  his  purchase.  For  all  that  are 
in  the  darkness,  and  walk  in  the  darkness,  have  nothing  to 
do  with  Christ  in  truth  and  reality,  whatever  they  may  pro- 
fess, and  what  hopes  so  ever  they  may  feed  themselves  with ; 
but  all  that  are  in  any  measure  of  his  light,  and  walk  there- 
in, they  are  so  far  of  him,  and  have  a  right  to,  and  share  in, 
all  that  he  did  in  and  from  the  same  light  and  Spirit 

And  this  I  dare  positively  hold  forth  as  a  standing  truth, 
which  hath  been  sealed  unto  me  by  constant  experience; 
That  no  man  can  &11  in  with  and  obey  the  light  wherewith 
he  is  enlightened,  but  he  must  deny  himself,  and  take  up  a 
cross  to  his  own  wisdom  and  will ;  which  cross  is  the  cross 
of  Christ,  which  is  the  power  of  God  to  the  salvation  of  the 
souL  And  he  that  takes  it  up  daily,  and  waits  upon  the 
Lord  therein,  shall  witness  the  power  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  to  the  redemption  of  his  soul ;  yea,  then  he  shall  be 
able  in  true  understanding  to  say;  This  is  light  indeed,  life 
indeed,  power  indeed.  That  powerful  arm  which  hath  saved 
me  from  sin,  and  breaks  the  snares,  devices,  and  strength 
of  the  enemy  before  me  (delivering  me  daily  when  none 
else  can,  and  when  my  own  strength  and  wisdom  is  as  noth- 
ing), I  cannot  but  call  Christ,  the  living  power  and  wisdom 
of  God  revealed  in  me,  who  will  not  give  his  glory  to  an- 
other.   For  he  is  the. Lord  God  of  pure  power  and  life  for 
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oTcrmope;  and  beside  Wm  there  is  no  snch  Saviour.  Yea. 
blesaed  be  the  name  of  the  Lord  for  ever,  the  dajs  of 
mourning  after  salvation  are  over  with  many,  and  the  days 
of  reaping  and  enjoying  salvation  are  come,  which  shall 
endure  with  the  Israel  of  God  for  evermore,  amen. 

Isaac  Pkninoton. 
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LETTERS 

OF 

ISAAC    PENINGTON. 

To  A  Couple  about  to  Marry. 

Dear  Friends, 

It  is  a  great  and  weighty  thing  that  ye  are  about;  and  ye 
have  need  of  the  Lord's  leading  and  counsel  therein,  that  it 
may  be  done  in  the  unity  of  his  life;  that  so  Friends  in 
Truth  may  feel  it  to  be  of  God,  and  find  satisfaction  therein. 

Friends,  the  affectionate  part  will  be  forward  in  things  of 
this  nature,  unless  it  be  yoked  down ;  and  it  will  persuade 
the  mind  to  judge  such  things  to  be  right  and  of  the  Lord, 
when  indeed  they  are  not  so.  Now,  if  it  be  not  of  the  Lord, 
but  the  affectionate  part.  Friends  cannot  have  unity  with  it, 
nor  will  it  prove  a  blessing  to  you ;  but  you  ^vill  find  it  an 
hurt  to  your  conditions,  and  a  load  upon  your  spirits  after- 
wards, and  the  fruits  and  effects  of  it  will  not  be  good,  but 
evil;  and  then,  perhaps,  ye  will  wish  that  ye  had  waited 
more  singly  and  earnestly  upon  the  Lord,  in  relation  to  the 
thing;  and  that  ye  had  taken  more  time,  and  consulted 
more  with  Friends,  before  there  had  been  any  engagement 
of  affections.  The  Lord,  by  his  providence,  hath  given  you 
a  little  time  of  respite.  Oh,  retire  unto  him,  and  abase 
yourselves  before  him,  and  pray  him  to  counsel  you,  by  his 
good  Spirit,  for  your  good !  that,  if  it  be  not  of  the  Lord, 
the  power,  being  waited  upon  by  you,  may  loosen  your  af- 
fections in  this  respect.  But  if  it  be  of  the  Lord,  and  be 
orderly  brought  before  Friends,  and  their  counsel  and  ad- 
vice sought  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  they  will  have  unity 
with  it,  and  with  gladness  express  their  unity;  which  may 
Vol.  IL—  48 
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be  a  strength  unto  you,  ugainst  the  tempter  afterwards. 
This  is  in  true  love  to  yon,  and  in  singleness  of  heart,  the 
Lord  knoweth.    From  your  friend  in  tlie  truth. 

LP. 

4th  of  Third  Mouth,  16C8. 


To  Miles  Sxancuf. 

Dear  M.  S., 

Thou  art  often  in  my  heart;  and  indeed,  I  do  many  times 
bow  unto  the  Father  of  spirits,  for  the  preservation  of 
whatever  is  good  iu  thee,  for  the  clear  discovery  to  thee  of 
what  is  not  of  his  pure  life,  and  for  the  separation  of  thy 
mind  from  it;  that  the  life  of  Christ  may  conquer  in  thee, 
and  thou  thereby  be  fully  redeemed  to  the  Lord.  I  often 
inquire  after  thee;  and  when  I  hear  of  any  tenderness  or 
diligence  in  thee  towaixis  the  truth,  my  heart  rejoicetb 
therein. 

Dear  friend,  deceit  is  very  deep,  and  hath  much  pre- 
vailed ;  but  the  Lord  is  gathering  out  of  it,  and  preparing 
such,  by  the  power  of  his  life,  against  future  snares.  O 
dear  friend!  take  heed  of  thy  own  wisdom,  thy  own  sense, 
thy  own  judgment,  which  thou  may  est  easily,  through  mis- 
take, call  the  Lord^s ;  but  to  have  all  that  is  of  self  searched 
out  and  brought  under,  and  the  mind  made  truly  sensible 
of,  and  fully  subject  to,  the  life  in  every  thing, — this  is  a  sore 
travel ;  and  it  is  very  hard  to  come  hither,  through  all  de- 
ceits and  entanglements.  The  Lord  entirely  join  thy  mind 
to  that  and  preserve  thee  in  that,  which  gives  thee  at  any 
time  a  sense  of  truth,  and  of  those  who  are  in  tiie  truth: 
these  are  to  be  known  and  honored  in  the  Lord,  according 
to  their  growth.  And  take  heed  of  that  wliich  prejudices 
and  disjoins;  but  fcel  and  cleave  to  that  which  uniteth  in 
love,  life,  and  pure  power.  Know  that  unity  and  fellow- 
ship which  is  in  the  spirit;  and  keep  it,  keep  it  iu  the  bond 
of  pure  peace :  and  take  heed,  oh  for  ever  t«ke  heed  of  what- 
ever would  break  the  bond!  but  thai  which  makes  of  one 
Biittd  and  one  judgment,  one  heart  and  oi]#  mmdf  thai  u  the 
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living  principle,  ^t  is  the  Kving  power,  which  all  the 
members  of  the  body  are  to  inhabit  and  be  one  in.  And 
watch  against  the  veasoningti  of  the  mind,  and  the  thotights 
of  thy  heart;  watch  to  the  sense  which  riseth  up  in  the 
fear,  in  the  love,  in  the  humility,  that  thou  mayest  feel  the 
leadings  of  God's  Spirit,  and  come  through  all  that  stands 
in  thy  way;  having  the  help  of  all  whom  the  Lord  hath  on- 
dained,  and  made  able  to  be  helpers  to  thee.  For  life  is 
not  to  be  limited,  but  we  are  to  be  limited  by  that  which  is 
of  the  life;  and  in  cases  of  doubt,  it  is  the  ordinance  of  the 
Lord,  for  the  weak  to  receive  counsel  and  help  from  the 
strong,  and  for  the  lesser  to  be  watched  over  and  blessed 
by  the  greater, — by  such  as  are  more  grown  up  in  the  life, 
and  in  the  power. 

So  the  Lord  God  Almighty  lead  thee  fully  into,  and  pre- 
serve thee  perfectly  in,  the  way  everlasting. 

Thy  friend  in  the  true  love, 

L  P. 

16ih  of  Third  month,  1668. 

To  John  Mannock. 

Friend, 

Hath  the  Lord  drawn  thy  heart  to  hear  the  sound  of  truth, 
and  given  thee  some  senseand  savor  thereof,  though  perhaps 
not  as  yet  full  satis&ction  in  all  things  that  are  truly  and 
faithfully  testified  concerning  it?  Oh  prize  this  love  of  God 
to  thee !  and  watch  and  pray,  and  come  into  the  pure  fear ; 
that  thou  mayst  walk  worthy  of  it,  and  mayst  discern  in 
spirit  what  it  is  that  gives  thee  the  savor;  and  So  receive 
theJeaven  of  the  kingdom,'  and  feel  its  leavening  virtue  up- 
on thy  heart  day  by  day.  For  after  the  Lord  hath  been  at 
work,  the  enemy  will  be  at  work  also ;  and  thou  niaj^t  both 
meet  with  him  without,  and  i^ithin  too,  in  reasonings  and 
questionings  against  the  demonstrations  of  God's  Spirit  to 
thy  heart  and  conscience.  Kow  if  thou  wilt  hearken  to 
these,  they  will  eat  out  the  sense  and  belief  of  what  God's 
Spirit  begat  in  thee.    Oh!  Itow  many  wise  men,  and^ow 
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many  kiiowmg  men,  that  have  tasted  of  soma  true  experi- 
ences, have  not  the  sense  and  diaoeming  of  the  Spirit  and 
power  of  the  Lord,  as  it  is  now  made  manifest;  but  speak 
hard  words,  and  think  hard  thoughts  of  his  truth  and  its 
{precious  appearances. 

Ah !  what  are  we,  any  of  us,  on  whom  the  Lord  hath 
shown  his  9iercy,  and  whose  hearts  he  toucheth,  and  mak- 
cth  sensible  of  his  drawings?  yea,  and  not  only  so,  but  also 
gives  us  to  partake  of  the  eternal  life  and  virtue,  which  he 
hath  hid  in  his  Son  from  the  eyes  of  all  living*  We  sought 
it  up  and  down,  in  the  deeps  and  height?;  but  the  deep 
said,  It  is  'not  in  me ;  and  the  highest  mountain  and  hill 
that  ever  we  met  with,  could  i)ot  bring  salvation  to  us. 
But  at  lengtli  we  found  the  fear  of  the  Lord  to  be  the  true 
wisdom,  and  that  which  taught  us  to  depart  from  evil,  gave 
us  the  true  understanding.  Kow  if  any  among  us  fire  not 
thus  taught,  but  only  own  the  doctrines  of  truth  published 
among  us,  being  thereunto  overcome  by  the  demonstration 
of  Gk>d*s  Spirit;  yet  for  all  this  they  are  not  felt  by  us  in 
the  life  and  unity  of  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  with  us;  and 
such  the  Lord  will  manifestly  prune  ofi'  in  his  own  due 
time,  and  graft  in  others  in  their  stead.  Yea,  such  as  do 
indeed  give  up  to  truth,  and  in  measure  feel  tbe  power  of 
it,  and  are  made  by  the  power  of  the  Lord  subject  to  it- 
yet,  if  in  any  thing  they  let  in  the  spirit  of  the  world,  and 
act  according  thereto,  so  far  they  are  not  of  the  truth,  nor 
owned  by  it. 

Now  dear  friend  (for  so  far  as  thy  heart  is  touched  by 
God's  Spirit  and  answereth  thereto,  thou  art  dear  unto  me), 
mind  thy  condition,  and  wait  on  the  Lord  in  humility  of 
heart,  and  in  subjection  to  what  he  inwardly  by  his  Spirit 
daily  makes  manifest;  that  thou  may  est  come  into  the  pbe- 
diencc  of  the  truth  daily ;  that  thou  mayest  ddilj  feel  the 
change  which  is  wrought  in  the  heart  and  conscience  by 
the  holy,  eternal,  ever-living  powei*;  that  so  thou  mayest 
witness  according  to  the  Scriptures,  "that  which  is  born 
of  the  Spirit  is  spirit,*'  And  then  thou  wilt  feel  that  this 
birth  of  the  Spirit  cannot  fulfil  the  lusts  of  the  flesh,  but 
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will  be  warring  and  fighting  the  good  fight  of  fiiith,  in  the 
power  of  life  against  them ;  and  thns  in  faithfulness  to  the 
truth  and  waiting  upon  the  Lord,  thou  shalt  witness  an 
overcoming  in  his  due  time.  For  indeed  the  true  faith 
overcomes,  the  true  shield  beats  down  the  most  fiery  darts, 
and  in  the  power  of  the  Lord  the  enemy  is  so  resisted,  that 
ho  fleeth;  and  the  name  of  the  Lord  is  indeed  a  strong 
tower  to  his  children,  to  which  his  seed  know  how  to  retire 
and  feel  safety. 

Oh  the  conquering  faith,  the  overcoming  life  and  power 
of  the  Spirit!  We  cannot  but  speak  of  those  things;  and 
cry  up  the  perfect  gift,  and  the  power  of  IIini»,  who  is  not 
only  able  to  perfect  his  work  in  the  heart,  but  delights  so 
to  do;  and  even  to  tread  down  Satan  under  the  feet  of 
those  that  wait  in  patience  for  the  perfect  conquest;  for 
nothing  else  will  fully  satisfy.  The  rest,  the  peace,  the  lib- 
erty, the  life,  the  virtue  of  tlie  gospel,  is  not  fully  known 
and  enjoyed  while  there  remains  any  sin  to  sting  and 
trouble.  And  this  I  can  faithfully  witness ;  tliat  when  the 
power  is  revealed,  when  the  blood  washcth,  the  soul  is  clean 
and  AS  white  as  snow;  and  the  enemy  hath  not  power  to 
break  in,  but  life  triumphs  over  him.  And  why  may  there 
not  be  a  continuance  of  such  a  state?  Yea,  I  verily  believe 
many  can  witness  a  continuance  of  such  a  state;  which  the 
Spirit  of  the  Lord  doth  not  call  less  in  them  than  a  perfect 
state,  a  sound  state;  wherein  Christ,  the  heaveiily  Physi- 
cian, hath  healed  them  perfectly,  and  made  them  witnesses 
of  true  soundness  of  soul  and  spirit  in  the  siglit  ot  God. 
Oh  that  all  knew  and  enjoyed  it  who  truly  desire  and  long 
after  it ! 

But  as  for  thee,  this  is  in  my  lieart  to  thee.  Thou  hast 
found  the  pearl;  the  Lord,  in  mercy  to  thee,  hath  discov- 
ered to  thee  the  true  pearl.  Now  this  rem{\ins;  that  thou 
be  a  wise  merchant,  selling  all  to  purchase  it.  Thou  must 
keep  back  nothing.  Christ,  tlie  living  truth,  the  holy 
power  of  righteousness,  must  be  dearer  to  thee  than  all. 
If  father,  mother,  livelihood,  liberty,  friendship,  outward 
advantages,  &c.,  or  any  thing  else  be  dearer  to  thee  than 
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him,  he  will  look  upon  thee  as  unworthy  of  him ;  and  can- 
not but  turn  from  thee,  and  suffer  hardness  and  darkness 
to  come  again  upon  tliee.  Therefore  prize  the  day  of  thy 
visitation  from  the  holy  God,  from  the  God  of  mercy  and 
salvation ;  and  be  faithful  in  the  little,  in  the  day  of  small 
things,  if  ever  thou  desire  to  enjoy  and  be  ruler  over  much. 
The^  Lord  may  exercise  thee  in,  and  require  of  thee,  little 
things;  as  he  hath  done  the  rest  of  the  flock,  whose  foot- 
steps thou  art  to  follow  to  the  Shepherd's  tents;  and  the 
enemy  will  be  endeavoring  to  stop  thee,  and  pei'plex  thee, 
in  every  little  thing  that  the  Lord  requires  of  thee.  But  be 
thou  simple,  like  a  child,  not  taking  care  w^hat  to  answer 
wise  professors,  nor  what  to  answer  the  reasonings  of  thy 
i>wn  mind;  but  seeing  thou  hast  felt  the  demonstration  of 
truth  from  God's  Holy  Spirit,  oh !  breathe  unto  the  Lord 
to  preserve  thee  in  the  innocency  and  simplicity  thereof, 
tiiat  the  Lord  may  still  be  with  thee ;  and  thereby  bring 
thee  through  the  day  of  Jacob's  trouble,  to  taste  of  Jacob's 
ileliverance  and  salvation  out  of  trouble:  for  thou  must 
meet  with  trials  as  well  as  others  have  done,  and  the  ene- 
my's endeavor  will  be,  to  make  thee  stumble  and  start  back 
in  the  day  of  trial.  But  if  thine  eye  be  towards  the  Lord,  * 
he  will  uphold  and  strengthen  thee,  and  bring  thee  through 
all  that  stands  in  thy  way;  manifesting  to  thee  daily  more 
and  more  the  path  of  holiness,  in  which  the  ransomed  of 
tlie  Lord  walk,  and  enabling  thee  also  to  M'alk  therein. 

Therefore  watch  the  thoughts  and  reasonings  which  rise 
in  thee,  and  retire  from  thorn,  waiting  to  feel  the  pure  seed, 
and  to  hear  its  voice  in  stillness;  whose  voice  is  othenvise, 
than  after  the  noises  of  the  questionings  «nd  reasonings, 
which  the  enemy  raiseth  in  the  mind,  to  fill  it  with  doubts 
and  troubles:  and  to  weaken  the  faith  and  sense  which 
(iod  wrought  in  the  heart,  when  he  reached  forth  his  truth 
in  the  power  and  demonstration  of  his  Spirit  unto  it.  This 
wa^  God's  love,  this  was  the  day  of  his  power;  which  loos- 
<Mi8  the  mind  from  its  lovers,  and  the  ways  of  its  own 
choosing,  and  begets  a  willingness  to  be  joined  to  the  Lonl 
and  his  pure  truth. 
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Oh,  take  heed  of  hearkening  to  the  enemy,  to  the  subtle 
reasoner,  the  entaiigler  of  the  soul !  take  heed  of  consulting 
there,  where  he  lays  his  baits  to  entangle  the  mind,  and 
undo  the  work  of  God's  power  in  the  heart;  and  so  to 
make  unwflling  again,  after  the  Lord  had  made  willing. 
The  steps  which  the  soul  takes  in  the  power,  even  the  in- 
clining of  the  mind  towards  the  Lord  and  his  pure  truth, 
tend  to  salvation ;  but  if  any  let  in  unbelief  of  those  things, 
concerning  which  God  hath  wrought  faith  in  them,  they 
draw  back  to  perdition ;  they  hearken  to  that  which  tempts 
from  the  Lord,  and  to  him  whose  end  is  to  destroy  them. 

This  is  in  true  love  to  thee,  and  from  an  upright  desire, 
that  thou  mayest  feel  the  Lord's  preservation  of  thy  soul, 
in  that  which  is  of  him,  and  his  separating  thee  from  all 
tlmt  is  not  of  him. 

From  a  friend  to  all  that  breathe  after  the  Lord,  and  de- 
sire to  know  and  partake  of  the  power  and  life  of  truth,  as 
it  is  in  Jesus,  the  alone  Redeemer  and  Saviour  of  the  soul. 

L  P. 

3d  or  4th  of  Tenth  Month,  IGGS. 


To  Joiix  Mannock. 

FrIKXDj 

It  is  a  wonderful  thing,  to  witness  the  power  of  God 
reaching  to  the  heai*t,  and  demonstrating  to  the  soul  the 
pure  way  to  life,  as  in  his  sight  and  presence.  Surely  he 
that  partakes  of  this  is  therein  favored  by  the  Lord,  and 
ought  diligently  to  wait,  for  the  ginng  up  to  the  leadings 
of  his  Holy  Spirit  in  every  thing;  that  so,  he  may  travel 
through  all  that  is  contrary  to  the  Lord,  into  that  nature 
and  spirit  which  is  of  him.  It  is  a  wonderful  thing  also  to 
witness  God's  preservation  from  backsliding,  and  from  be- 
ing entangled  by  the  subtletj'  of  the  enemy;  who  hath  many 
ways  and  taking  devices  to  ensnare  the  simple  mind,  and 
draw  it  from  the  sense  of  truth,  into  some  notions  and  belief 
of  things ;  wherein  the  soul  may  be  lulled  asleep  with  hopes 
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And  persuaMoaS)  bat  ]nth  not  tbo  feeling  or  ei^oyment  of 

the  trae  life  and  power. 

O  friend!  hast  thou  a  gense  of  the  way  to  the  Father? 
then,  be  careful  that  thy  spirit  daily  bow  before  hina,  and 
wait  for  breathings  to  him  from  his  pure  Spirit,  that  ho 
would  continue  his  mercy  to  thee;  keeping  thee  in  the  true 
sense,  and  making  thy  way  more  and  more  clear  befoiv 
thee  every  day ;  yea,  and  bearing  thee  up  in  all  the  exer- 
cises and  trials  which  may  befall  thee,  in  every  kind;  that, 
by  his  secret  working  in  thy  spirit,  and  helping  thee  with  a 
little  help  from  time  to  time,  thou  mayest  still  be  advanc- 
ing hearer  and  nearer  towards  the  kingdom;  until  thou 
find  the  Lord  God  administer  an  entrance  unto  thci' 
thereinto,  and  give  thee  an  inheritance  of  life,  joy,  right- 
eousness, and  peace  therein;  which  is  strength  unto  the 
soul  against  sin  and  death,  and  against  the  sorrow  and 
trouble  which  ariseth  in  the  mind,  for  want  of  God's  pres- 
ence and  holy  power  revealed  Ihere. 

And  be  not  careful  after  the  flesh,  but  trust  the  Lord. 
What  though  thou  art  weak,  and  little;  though  thou  meet 
with  those  that  are  wise  and  knowing;  and  almost  every 
way  able  to  reason  thee  down;  what  though  thou  hast  not 
wherewith  to  answer;  yet  thou  knowest  and  hast  the  feel- 
ing of  God's  pure  Truth  in  spirit,  with  a  desire  to  have  the 
lilb  of  it  brought  forth  in  thee,  and  so  to  witness  the  change 
and  rcnewings  which  are  by  his  power.  0  dear  heart  I 
herein  thou  art  accepted  of  the  Lord,  and  here  his  tender 
love  and  care  will  be  over  thee,  and  his  mercy  will  daily 
reach  to  thee;  and  thou  shalt  have  true  satisfaction  in  thy 
heart,  and  hold  the  Truth  there,  where  all  the  reasonings 
ot*  men,  and  all  the  devices  of  the  enemy  of  thy  soul,  shall 
not  bo  able  to  reach ;  yea,  thou  shalt  so  feel  the  Lord  to 
hell)  his  babe  tigainst  the  strength  of  the  mighty,  in  the 
seasons  of  his  good  pleasure,  as  shall  exceedingly  turn  tc» 
his  praise ;  and  so  thou  shalt  experience  that  whom  God 
preserves,  all  the  gates  of  hell  shall  not  bo  able  to  prevail 
against.  Therefore  look  not  out  at  men,  or  at  the  word^ 
and  wisdom  of  men;  but  keep  where  thou  hast  felt  the 
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Lord  vidt  thee,  that  lie  may  visit  tfaea  yet  again  and  again 
every  day,  and  be  teaching  thee  further  and  further  the  way 
to  his  dwelling-place,  and  be  drawing  thee  thither,  Avhere 
is  righteousness^  life,  rest,  and  peace  for  ever. 

This  arose  in  my  heart  this  morning  in  tender  love  tow- 
ards thee.  Look  up  to  the  Lord,  who  can  make  it  useful 
to  thee,  to  warm,  qnicken,  and  strengthen  thy  heart  and 
mind  towards  the  Lord,  and  his  pure  truth,  wherewith  he 
has  visited  thee.  And  if  thou  feel  any  thing  therein  suit- 
able to  the  state  and  condition  of  thy  soul,  oh,  bow  before 
the  Lord !  that  in  the  true  humility  thou  mayest  confess, 
and  give  the  glory  to  him  of  what  belongs  to  him. 

From  thy  friend  in  the  trutli,  which  cleanseth  the  heart 
from  iniquity,  as  it  is  embraced  and  dwelt  in. 

L  P. 

28d  of  Tenth  Month,  1668. 


To 


O  Friexd  ! 

That  thou  hadst  the  true  sense  of  the  drift  of  my  heart 
in  writing  and  sending  things  to  thee ! — ^which  is  «nd  hath 
been  this — ^that  thou  mightest  be  acquainted  with  that  of 
God  in  the  heart,  which  quickens  to  him ;  and  in  the  light  of 
that,  mightest  try  thy  heart  and  ways,  and  so  on]y  justify 
in  thyself  what  God  justifies,  and  let  all  else  go. 

Shall  the  Lord  appear  mightily  on  the  earth  and  Israel 
not  know  him  ?  Shall  the  professors  of  this  age  und^fttand 
no  more  his  appearance  in  Spirit,  than  the  Jews  did  his  ap- 
pearanee  in  flesh?  Shall  they  stumble  at  the  v^  same 
stumbling  stone?  Yes,  the  same  stumbling  stone  is  laid, 
for  that  wisdom  to  stumble  at,  as  in  all  generations;  and 
there  is  no  avoiding  stumbling,  bat  by  coming  out  of  that 
wisdom  into  babe«like  simplicity,  which  gives  entran«e  into 
pnre,  heavenly  wisdom.  And  this  I  dare  affirm  as  in  God's 
presence  and  ki  his  pure  fear,  having  received  the  sense 
thereof  from  him— that  there  is  none  that  opposeth  this  his 
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present  appearance  (by  the  greatest  knowledge  aud  wifldom 
of  their  comprehensions  from  the  letter),  but  M-ould  also 
have  opposed  and  denied  his  appearance  in  that  body  of 
flesh,  had  they  lived  in  that  day.  For  the  wisdom  which 
they  gathered  from  the  letter,  did  not  reveal  Christ  in  that 
day,  but  the  Father;  and  the  same  reveals  him  in  Ihis  day. 
Oh  that  thou  couldst  feel  the  pure  revelation  frofh  the 
Father  to  thy  heart!  Oh  wait  for  a  new  heart,  a  new  car, 
a  new  eye!  even  to  feel  the  pure  in  thee,  and  thy  mind 
changed  by  the  pure,  that  all  things  may  become  new^  to 
thee;  the  Scriptures  new  (they  are  sp  indeed  when  God 
opens  them),  duties  new,  ordinances  new,  graces  new,  expe- 
riences new;  a  new  church  of  the  Spirit's  building,  wherein 
he  and  thy  soul  may  dwell  together;  and  thou  mayest  be 
able  to  say  in  the  presence  of  the  Lord,  this  is  a  city  of 
God's  own  building,  the  foundation  whereof  was  laid  witli 
sapphires,  whose  walls  are  salvation,  and  its  gates  praise. 

I.  r. 

12th  of  Third  Month,  1G09. 


To  Catuerijje  Pordage. 

Friknd, 

Thy  estate  aud  condition  hath  been  pretty  much  with 
me  since  I  last  saw  thee.  I  am  sensible  how  hard  it  is  for 
thee  to  give  up  to  be  reached  by  the  seed  and  power  of 
life;  how  readily  and  easily  thy  car  and  Heart  is  opened  to 
another,  and  the  adulterer  entertained,  who  hunteth  after 
the  precious  life.  This  word  of  advice  hath  been  much  iu 
my  heart  to  thee  this  morning:  8it  down  and  count  the 
cost  ef  plowing  up  thy  field,  and  of  searching  after  the  hid- 
den treasore  of.  pure  and  true  wisdom,  and  consider  seri- 
ously, whether  thou  canst  sell  all  for  it,  both  inward  and 
otttwArd  riches;  that  if  thou  do  set  thy  hand  to  the  plow, 
thott  mayest  not  look  back  after  any  thihg  olse,  within  or 
without,  bat  mayest  be  content  and  satisfied  with  the  pearl 
of  true  wisdom  aud  life  alone.        ^ 
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Now  if  thou  be  truly  willing  in  God'g  sight  thus  to  do, 
thou  must  singly  give  up  to  follow  the  Lord  in  the  leadings 
of  his  Spirit,  out  of  all  the  ways  of  thy  own  wisdom  and 
knowledge,  out  of  all  things  wherein  thou  hast  a  life  aad 
delight  out  of  him;  thou  must  not  determine  what  thou 
hast  a  life  in,  but  the  Lord  must  search  thy  heart,  and  he 
will  soon  show  thee  (if  thy  heart  be  naked  and  open  before 
him,  willing  to  hear  and  learn  of  him)  somewhat  in  thy 
heart,  somewhat  in  thy  ways,  somewhat  in  thy  words, 
thoughts,  &e.,  which  is  contrary  to  his  pure  life  and  Spirit; 
and  then  that  must  be  denied  and  given  up  immediately. 
And  afterwards  perhaps  the  Lord  will  soon  discover  to  thee 
another  lover,  which  hath  had  more  of  thy  heart  than  thou 
hast  been  aware  of;  ajid  so  thou  must  part  with  one  after 
another  until  thou  hast  parted  with  all ;  and  this  will  pre- 
pare thee  for  the  bosom  of  thy  Beloved,  who  is  a  jealous 
God,  and  seeth  not  with  the  eye  wherewith  man  seeth. 
But  if  thou  be  not  thus  singly  given  up,  though  thou 
should  put  thy  hand  to  the  plow,  thou  wilt  be  looking 
back  some  time  or  other:  and  that  wisdom  which  draweth 
aside  from  the  Lord  will  blind  thy  eye,  and  deceive  thy 
mind,  and  draw  thee  from  the  simplicity  and  nakedness 
of  truth,  into  some  image  or  other  of  it,  so  that  instead 
of  the  pure  truth  itself,  thou  wilt  believe  and  embrace  a  lie. 

Thou  hast  travelled  long  in  the  heights  above  the  seed; 
oh,  consider  if  that  be  not  yet  standing  in  thee,  which  could 
not  have  been  found  standing,  if  thou  hadst  known  the  true 
seed  and  travelled  therewith !  This  enhances  the  price  of 
truth  as  to  thee,  that  thou  must  part  with  more  for  it,  than 
will  be  required  of  many  othera ;  yet  if  thou  be  faithful  to 
the  Lord,  and  diligently  follow  him  in  the  simplicity,  truth 
will  at  length  recompense  thee  for  all  thy  labora,  sorrows, 
and  travels.  But  a  thorough  work  will  the  Lord  make  in 
thy  earth,  if  thou  singly  give  up  unto  him,  and  faithfully 
follow;  and  many  devices  wilt  thou  meet  with  to  turn  thy 
mind  out  of  the  way,  and  to  cause  thee  to  shun  the  bitterness 
of  the  cross,  and  to  kincjle  and  nourish  a  hope  in  thee,  that 
thou  mayest  find  a  more  easy  way  to  the  same  life  and 
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everlasting  snhstance.  The  Lord  hath  reached  to  thee, 
and  the  Lord  is  willing  to  search  thy  heart,  to  find  ont  the 
deceiver  and  enemy  in  his  most  eecrct  lurking-places;  hut 
when  the  Lord  hath  found  him  ont,  thou  must  give  him 
np  to  God's  stroke,  and  not  suffer  Ijim  to  lind  a  shelter  in 
thy  mind  to  save  him  therefrom.  For  he  is  veiy  subtle, 
and  will  twist  and  twine  all  manner  of  ways  to  deceive  thee 
«ind  save  himself;  nor  art  thou  yet  acquainted  with,  or  able 
to  discern  hi»  devices.  The  Lord  alone  can  help  thee,  and 
he  will  help  thee,  if  thou  be  not  hasty  to  join  with  the  ene- 
my, nor  give  up  thy  judgment  to  believe  what  he  repre- 
sents, and  seems  inwardly  to  represent  to  thee  as  true;  but 
abide  and  dwell  in  the  sense  of  thy  own  inability  to  judge, 
waiting  to  feel  that  which  is  true,  pure,  and  living  of  God, 
judge  in  thee,  not  so  much  in  demonstrations  of  wisdom,  as 
in  tender  and  secret  drawings  of  the  beginnings  of  a  new 
nature,  away  from  what  is  of  an  earthly  nature.  For  thou 
must  come  out  of  the  spirit  of  this  world,  if  thou  wilt  come 
into  God's  Spirit;  and  thou  must  come  out  of  the  love  of 
the  things  of  this  world,  if  thou  wilt  come  out  of  the  spirit 
of  this  world ;  for  in  the  love  of  the  things  of  this  world, 
the  spirit  of  this  world  lodgeth  and  dwelleth,  and  thou 
canst  not  touch  the  unclean  thing,  but  thou  also  touchest 
somewhat  of  the  unclean  spirit.  Therefore  said  John  from 
u  true  and  deep  understanding,  "Love  not  the  world,  nei- 
ther the  things  of  the  world,"  (if  thou  love  the  things  of 
the  world,  thou  lovest  the  world),  for  ''if  any  man  love  the 
world,  tlie  love  of  the  Father  is  not  in  him." 

The  day  of  God's  mcrey  and  visitation  is  upon  thee,  who 
is  visiting  that  spirit  in  thee  which  hath  led  thee  aside, 
oven  with  the  judgment  proper  for  it;  that  Zion  in  thee 
might  be  thereby  redeemed,  and  thy  soul  converted  to,  and 
truly  brought  forth  in,  righteousness. 

llthaf  First  Mouth  1C70. 
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To  Thomas  Walmslby. 

Dear  Friend, 

There  is  somewhat  on  my  heart  this  morning  to  write  to 
thee,  in  the  same  love  wherein  I  have  hitherto  written, 
which  I  feel  to  be  pure,  of  God,  and  unfeigned  towards 
thee  and  all  men ;  though  it  also  putteth  a  difference  be- 
tween those  that  are  renewed  by  him  and  bear  his  image, 
and  those  who  have  only  a  form  of  religion,  without  the 
power  and  life  thereof,  which  sanctifies  and  redeems  up  to 
God,  wherever  it  is  received. 

That  which  was  on  my  heart  to  thee,  in  true,  pure,  and 
tender  k5Ye,  is  this  which  follows  : 

All  true  religion  halt  a  true  root;  and  that  religion,  pro- 
fession,  worship,  faith,  hope,  peacej  assurance,  &c.,  which 
groweth  not  from  the  true  root,  is  not  true. 

Now  this  root  is  near,  and  must  be  felt  near,  bearing  the 
branch  and  causing  it  to  bring  forth  fruit.  It  is  not  enough 
to  hear  of  Christ,  or  read  of  Christ;  but  this  is  the  thing, — 
to  feel  him  my  root,  my  life,  my  foundation ;  and  my  soul 
ingrafted  into  him,  by  him  who  hath  power  to  ingraft.  To 
feel  repentance  given  me  by  him,  faith  given  me  by  him, 
the  Father  revealed  and  made  known  to  me  by  him,  by  the 
pure  shinings  of  his  light  in  my  heart;  God,  who  caused 
the  light  to  shine  out  of  darkness,  causing  it  to  shine  there; 
so  that  in  and  through  him,  I  come  to  know,  not  the  Son 
himself  only,  but  the  Father  also: — ^and  then  to  come  out 
of  the  darkness,  out  of  the  sin,  out  of  the  pollutions  of  the 
spirit  of  this  world,  into  the  pure,  holy  fellowship  of  the 
living,  by  his  holy  guidance  and  conduct;  and  so  to  feel  all 
my  prayera,  all  my  comforts,  all  my  willingness,  all  my 
ability  to  do  and  suffer  for  God  and  the  testimony  of  his 
truth,  to  arise  from  this  holy,  pure  root  of  life,  which  gives 
daily  strength  against  sin  and  death,  to  all  who  wait,  in 
true  humility  and  pure  subjection  of  soul  and  spirit  upon 
him: — here  is  unspeakable  oomfort  and  satisfiustion  giveu 

Vol.  n—  44 
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by  him  to  the  soul,  which  all  the  reasoninga  of  men,  with 
all  the  devices  of  Satiin,  cannot  damp.  For  He  who  gave 
it  preserves  and  maintains  it  over  ail  the  strength  that  can 
assault  it 

O  friend!  I  heseech  thee  mind  this;  come,  oh  come  to 
the  true  root!  come  to  Christ  indeed!  Rest  not  in  an  out- 
ward knowledge;  but  come  to  the  inward  life,  the  hidden 
life,  and  receive  life  fmm  hira  who  is  the  life;  and  then 
abide  in  and  live  to  God  in  the  life  of  his  Son.  For  death 
and  destruction,  corruption  and  vanity,  may  talk  of  the 
fame  of  Christ,  who  is  the  wisdom  of  God;  but  they  cannot 
know  nor  find  out  the  place  where  this  w^isdom  is  revealed; 
they  cannot  come  at  the  true,  pure  fear,  which  God  puts 
into  the  hearts  of  his;  this  is  the  beginning  of  the  true 
wisdom  which  cleanses  darkness  and  impurity  out  of  the 
hearts  of  those  to  whom  it  is  given.  For  light  expelleth 
darkness;  life  expelleth  death;  purity  expelleth  impurity; 
Christ,  where  he  is  received,  bindeth  and  casts  out  the 
strong  man,  taking  possession  of  the  heart.  And  if  any 
man  be  truly  and  really  in  Christ,  he  comes  to  witness  a 
new  creation,  even  the  passing  away  of  old  things,  and  all 
things  becoming  new. 

Christ  is  faithful  in  all  his  house  ("whose  house  are  we," 
saith  the  apostle,  "if  we  hold  fast  the  confidence  and  the 
rejoicing  of  the  hope,  firm  unto  the  end."  Ileb,  iii.  6.),Taith- 
ful  as  a  Son,  who  comes  in  the  name  and  authority  of 
the  Father,  to  do  whatsoever  is  to  be  done  in  the  heart, 
faithful  in  discovering  whatever  is  contrary  to  God  there, 
faithful  in  engaging  his  power  against  it  And  shall  not 
his  power  prevail?  and  where  it  doth  prevail,  and  the  good 
pleasure  of  God's  goodness  is  fulfilled,  and  the  work  of 
faith  with  power,  is  not  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
glorified  there?  Read  2  Thess.  i.  11,  12.  and  consider. 
Did  Christ  overcome  the  devil  in  that  body  of  his  flesh, 
and  shall  he  not  overcome  him  in  the  hearts  of  his  children 
by  the  power  of  his  Spirit,  which  he  received  of  the  Father 
to  comfort  them,  and  carry  on  his  work  gloriously  in  them? 
What  shall  become  of  those  that  do  not  fight  under  Christ, 
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and  oYereom«  tfarottgh  Chrirt!  Bend  Kev.  iii.  21.  I  would 
)iot  have  thee  deoeiyed  of  thy  soul,  or  of  that  religioa 
which  saves  the  soul,  which  religion  f^tands  not  in  word, 
but  iu  power.  Therefore  wait  to  feel  the  Spirit  and  power 
of  Christ  saving  thee  from  that  which  iiothing  eke  can  save 
thee  from;  and  bringing  that  down  in  thee  under  his  feet 
which  nothing  else  can  bring  down. 

This  is  from  the  true  desire  which  my  soul  hath,  after 
the  eternal  salvation  and  satis&ction  of  thiue. 

L  P. 

28th  of  First  MoHth,  1G70. 

To  Elizabeth  Walmslett. 

Dear  Friekd, 

Who  art  lovely  to  me  in  that  precious  life  wherewith  the 
Lord  hath  visited  thee,  and  wherein  he  hath  brought  thee 
forth  for  his  service,  and  to  his  praise. 

Our  Father  is  wise  and  powerful,  who  hath  begun  a  work 
which  he  is  able  to  carry  on ;  and  all  the  briars  and  thorns 
of  the  wilderness  are  not  able  to  stop  his  course,  who  is  '^a 
consuming  fire." 

I  find  the  spirits  of  Friends  here  much  raised,  who  dwell 
in  the  fear  and  dread  of  the  Lord  God  Almighty,  where  the 
fear  and  dread  of  man  is  removed  far  away.  The  Lord  pre- 
i^erve  us  near  unto  himself,  out  of  that  which  separates  from 
him  and  weakens;  and  nothing  shall  be  able  to  interrupt 
our  joy  in  the  Lord,  nor  our  delight  and  pleasure  in  his  will. 
Jjo!  I  come,  saith  the  child,  to  do  thy  will.  O  God!  to  drink 
the  cup  thou  hast  prepared;  although  there  is  a  nature 
which  cannot  but  say,  If  it  be  possible,  let  it  pass  away; 
but  that  nature  is  bowed  down  and  subjected  under  its 
])roper  yoke,  and,  in  submission,  i:*  kept  out  of  sinning 
against  the  Lord,  and  is  accepted  by  him  who  bows  it,  and 
makes  it  williiig  to  follow  the  Lamb  iu  the  day  of  his  power. 

Truly  the  Lord  hath  done  great  things^  for  us!  He  hath 
given  us  the  sight  and  knowledge  of  himself  iu  his  Son, 
which  is  life  eternal:  he  hath  given  ub  of  the  nature  and 
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spirit  of  his  San;  he  haUk  gpiyen  n%  of  the  true  fridi  where- 
by the  just  livee,  and  obtaine  victory  over  sin,  deatili,  and 
the  grave;  he  hath  given  ub  of  the  hope  which  porifiee  the 
heart,  and  stays  the  mind  in  all  storms;  he  hath  given  ns of 
the  Lamb's  patience  and  meehxtess  frc.  And  now  if  he  will 
brighten  these  by  nfflicdons,  and  try  them,  and  canse  them 
to  shine  to  his  glory ;  yea,  and  take  advantage  to  increase 
them,  and  add  further  virtue  to  them,  what  cause  have  any 
of  us  to  complain  ?  Israel,  of  old,  after  the  flesh,  murmured 
upon  every  trial;  but  Israel,  after  the  new  creation,  doeth 
not  so,  but  blesseth  the  Lord,  and  repineth  not  at  the  in- 
struments which  he  permitteth  to  afflict  them;  but  they 
love  the  Lord  and  love  his  truth,  and  are  faithful  in  their 
testimony  thereto,  whatever  befalls  them.  Yea,  they  re- 
joice that  they  are  counted  worthy  to  sufier  in  any  kind  for 
his  name's  sake,  and  are  like  lambs  before  the  shearers,  not 
opening  their  mouths  in  a  way  of  murmuring  or  reviling; 
but  instead  thereof,  pitying  them,  praying  for  them,  and 
blessing;  because  God  hath  made  Ihem  children  of  love, 
children  of  peace,  children  of  blessing ;  which  nature  they 
retain,  in  the  midst  of  all  their  trials  and  afflictions,  and 
show  forth  the  virtues  of  Him  that  hath  called  them. 

So  that  men  shall  not  put  out  our  life,  nor  put  out  our 
light,  nor  sever  us  from  the  love  and  power  of  God;  but 
the  more  need  we  find  of  our  God,  and  of  his  help  and 
strength,  the  nearer  shall  we  be  driven  to  him,  and  dwell 
more  dosely  in  union  with  him,  and  in  holy  and  humble 
dependence  upon  him.  And  in  this  temper  shall  we  draw 
and  receive  more  from  him :  and  the  more  we  draw  from 
him,  the  better  will  it  be  with  us,  and  the  more  like  him 
shall  we  be. 

The  Lord  keep  open  that  heavenly  eye  in  his  children 
and  servants,  which  looks  over  this  world,  with  the  aflairs 
and  concerns  thereof^  to  that  which  is  immortal  and  invis- 
ible; where  our  life  is  hid  from  others,  though  made  mani- 
fest in  and  felt  by  us,  from  the  living  spring  which  quickens, 
nourisheth,  and  refresheth.  And  as  afflictions  abound  from 
men,  so  shall  consolations,  life,  and  strength  abound  from 
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the  Lord,  unto  all,  and  upon  all,  who  look  not  out,  but 
abide  and  await  there,  where  it  springs  and  flows. 

My  dear  love  is  to  Friends  in  these  parts  (particularly  M. 
O.) ;  the  Lord  preserve  them  and  keep  them  near  to  himself, 
that  they  may  receive  counsel  and  strength  from  him,  ac- 
cording to  thcar  need.  I  am  sensible  of  thy  great  love  to 
us,  expressed  in  thy  care  and  tenderness  of  our  child,  as 
well  as  in  other  things:  I  hope  she  is  no  burden  to  thee. 
Oh  that  she  might  feel  and  be  guided  by  that  which  keeps 
in  order  all  that  are  subject  to  it ! 

I  remain  thy  friend  and  brother,  in  the  life  and  love 
which  never  dies  nor  changes, 

L  P.. 

18th  of  Second  Month,  1670. 

To  Widow  IIemmixgs. 

My  Dear  Friend, 

Whom  I  truly  love,  and  whose  prosperity  in  the  truth  I 
earnestly  desire.  Because  I  find  thy  mind  much  engaged 
about  one  thing;  to  wit,  receiving  bread  and  wine  in  re- 
membrance of  Christ's  death,  which  I  am  tender  to  thee  in  ; 
yet  withal,  it  is  on  my  heart  at  this  time  to  say  somewhat 
to  thee;  perhaps  the  Lord  may  open  thy  mind,  and  let 
thee  into  some  sense  of  the  thing. 

There  is  a  supper,  or  supping  with  Christ,  beyond  out- 
ward bread  and  wiue,  which  he  promised  to  those  that  heard 
his  voice,  opened  the  door,  and  let  him  in.  Rev.  iii.  20. 
Now  it  is  thai  supper,  it  is  the  desire  of  my  heart  thou  mayst 
be  acquainted  with,  and  partake  of.  And  as  thou  comest 
to  be  acquainted  with  it,  and  partake  of  it,  thou  wilt  call  it 
the  feast  of  fitt  things,  and  of  wines  on  the  lees  well  refined. 
Christ  said,  ^Henceforth  I  will  drink  no  more  of  this  fruit 
of  the  vine,  till  I  drink  it  new  with  you  in  my  Father's 
kingdom/'  What  wine,  what  fruit  of  the  vine  is  it  which 
Chriit  drinks  new  with  his  disciples  in  hi*  Father's  king- 
dom t  la  it  mot  that  wine^  which  he  and  thej  drink  now 
tcfetker  wbeo  be  aiipe  with  them  ?    Ob,  the  I«ord  give  thee 

44* 
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an  underatandmgy  that  thou  mayst  come  to  the  BubBtance, 
feel  substance,  and  inherit  substance  f(Mr  ever! 

^'Flee  from  idolatry,  my  denrly  beloved,"  said  the  apos- 
tle. 1  Cor.  x.  14.  What  idolatry  did  he  mean?  ^^I  speak  as 
to  wise  men,"  said  he  ^^judge  ye  what  I  say.  The  cup  of 
blessing  which  we-  bless,  is  it  not  the  oommtmion  of  the 
blood  of  Christ?  The  bread  which  we  break,  is  it  not  the 
communion  of  the  body  of  Christ?"  About  the  outward 
cup  and  bread,  might  they  not  easily  run  into  idolatry?  but 
they  that  knew,  discerned,  and  minded  the  body  and  blood 
indeed,  they  did  not  run  into  idolatry.  ^For  we  being 
many,  are  one  bread  and  one  body;  for  we  are  all  partakers 
of  that  one  bread."  Oh,  deep,  deep,  indeed!  The  bread 
which  comes  down  from  heaven,  ihM  h  Hie  bread  which 
gives  life  to  the  soul :  and  unless  we  eat  the  flesh  of  the  Son 
of  man  and  drink  his  blood,  we  have  no  life  in  us.  And  if 
we  eat  his  flesh  and  drink  his  blood,  we  become  one  flesh 
with  him,  and  bone  of  his  bone ;  yea,  we  become  of  the 
same  bread  with  him,  and  so  of  tiie  one  body  of  the  living 
bread. 

My  dear  friend,  the  Lord  give  thee  an  understanding,  and 
open  thy  heart,  and  cause  thee  to  grow  into  union  and  into 
sense  of  his  truth;  that  by  growing  up  in  the  truths  thou 
mayst  come  more  and  more  to  understand  it»  tmd  be  ao- 
(][uainted  with  it. 

Thy  unfeigned  friend  in  the  truth  which  is  pure, 

X.  Jr. 

Reading  Jail, 
8rd  of  Sixth  Month,  1S70. 


To 


The  Lord  Ood  of  heaven  and  earth,  who  searchetli  the 
heart  and  trieth  the  reins,  knows,  that  we  who  are  called 
Quakers  have  no  sed^t  things  or  hidden  prmeiples  among 
us  to  win  people  to;  but  as  we  have  ourselves  beeii  won  to 
the  simplicity  ahd  plainness  of  truth,  as  it  i#  in  Christ  Jesus, 
atid  walk  therein,  so  it  is  the  single  desire  of  oui'  hearts  to 
bring  men  thither,  where  they  tha/ have  the  demtoftstraSoh 
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of  God's  Spirit,  and  hear  the  trae  witness  speaking  truth  in 
their  own  consciences.  Jiud  indeed  it  was  great  matter  of 
satis&ction  to  our  hearts,  when  the  Lord  turned  ns  to  his 
truth,  that  we  found-  it  to  be  no  new  thing,  but  that  which 
we  had  witnessed  and  experienced  in  the  days  of  our  fi>r^ 
mer  profession.  For  we  well  remembered  that  we  had  been 
acquainted  with  it  then;  and  God  now  gires  us  the  trae 
and  certain  sense,  that  all  the  prayers,  and  knowledge,  and 
understanding  of  the  Scriptures,  Mth,  love,  zeal,  meelmeBS^ 
patience,  humiUty,  and  whatever  we  then  had,  which  was 
dear  unto  us,  and  precious  in  the  eye  of  God,  came  from 
this  Spirit  of  life,  this  principle  of  life,  which  God  hath  now 
manifested  to  us,  and  turned  our  minds  unto.  And  oh  Aat 
they,  who  yet  speak  against  it,  knew  it,  as  tibe  Lord  hath 
given  us  to  know !  surely  they  could  not  then  either  thmk 
or  spei^  so  hardly  of  it  as  they  do.  But  Christ  was  the  Son 
of  God  in  his  appearance  in  flesh,  whatever  the  wise  men 
and  professors  of  that  age  judged  and  spake  of  him«  And 
this  is  the  appearance  and  manifestation  of  ^Ae  same  Christ 
inwardly,  even  the  same  virtue,  life,  and  power,  which  ap- 
peared in  that  body  of  flesh,  whatever  the  professors  of  this 
age  think  or  speak  concerning  it;  and  they  are  not  guiltless 
before  the  Lord,  but  deeply  guilty  for  rising  up  against  it 
There  was  a  precious  appearance  of  God  among  that  sort 
that  were  called'  Puritans,  before  there  was  such  a  rent 
among  them  by  falling  into  several  ways  of  worship^  There 
was  among  them  great  sincerity,  and  love,  and  tenderness, 
and  unity  in  that  which  was  true;  minding  the  work  of 
God  in  themselves,  and  being  sensible  of  grace  and  truth 
in  one  another's  hearts.  Now  to  desire  to  know  the  true 
worship,  this  was  good;  but  every  one  that  had  this  desire, 
was  not  acquainted  with  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord,  nor  did  wait 
aright  on  him,  to  be  led  by  him  into  the  true  worship,  but 
followed  the  apprehensions  and  conceivings  of  their  own 
minds  upon  the  Scriptures.  Now  had  these  known  the  true 
Leader,  they  would  never  thus  have  wandered,  nor  have 
been  so  scattered  from  the  Puritan  state,  whiph  was  better 
than  any  of  these.    For.  is  it  poesible,  if  the  Spirit  of  God 
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^  had  been  the  Leader  of  these,  they  could  thus  have  wan- 
dered from  the  truth,  life,  love,' and  sense,  into  a  barren, 
deed  state  in  comparison  of  that?  It  is  true  there  was  a 
ainceritj  and  simplicity  in  many  of  them ;  but  was  not  that 
sincerity  and  simplicity  betrayed,  and  drawn  out  to  seek 
the  living  among  the  dead,  among  dead  forms,  ways,  and 
worships  ?  For  though  they  carried  some  life  with  them 
into  their  fortns,  yet  by  degrees  the  form  grew,  and  the  vir- 
tue and  power  of  godliness  decreased,  and  they  were  swal- 
lowed up  in  high  esteem  of,  and  contendings,  each  sort,  for 
their  forms;  hut  themselves  had  lost  what  they  were  in- 
wardly to  God,  and  had  inwardly  received  from  Qod  in  the 
days  of  their  former  zeal  and  tenderness.  Oh  that  they 
could  see  this !  Oh  that  they  could  return  to  their  Puritan 
state,  to  the  sense  they  then  had,  the  love  and  tenderness 
that  was  then  in  them,  to  the  feeling  of  the  principle  of  life, 
which  they  then  felt,  and  which  then  wrought  in  them  I 
though  they  then  distinctly  knew  it  not,  yet  they  loved  that 
which  gathered  their  minds  to  God,  and  in  which  they  felt 
ability  to  pray,  and  which  opened  the  Scriptures  and  the 
things  of  God,  and  warmed  their  hearts  truly  and  livingly 
in  some  measure.  Oh  that  they  were  but  there  again !  they 
might  soon  come  further.  Oh  that  they  knew  their  state, 
as  it  is  known  in  the  light  of  the  Lord,  and  by  the  8iHrit  of 
the  Lord!  The  Lord  open  the  true  eye  in  them,  and  give 
them  to  see  therewith. 

L  r. 

Reading  JaiU  19th  of  Seventh 
Month,  167a 

To  Nathakibl  Stokae. 

Dear  FaiENn, 

There  was  somewhat  on  my  heart  towards  thee  this  morn- 
ing, which  I  am  willing  in  truth  and  uprightness  to  express 
to  thee,  as  the  Lord  knoweth. 

There  is  a  great  dispute  between  us  and  professors,  con- 
cerning the  rule;  which  they  hold  forth  the  Scriptures  to  be. 
Now  truly  I  could  wish,  from  the  depth  of  love  in  my  heart 
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tt>  tibem,  and  ftom  my  desire  of  tbetr  good,  Aat  tbe  Script- 
urea,  nghtfy  uaderstood  by  them,  were  their  rale;  and  not 
their  own  reasonings,  conceivings,  and  apprehencliDgs  up- 
on the  Bcrtptnres.  But  yet,  if  it  were  eo,  they  must  needs 
asaent  to  me,  that  the  Spirit  of  life, — ^that  the  troth,  which 
lives  in  the  heart,--4hat  the  law,  written  by  the  finger  of 
God  in  the  inward  parts, — ^is  nearer  and  more  powerftil, 
than  the  words,  or  outward  rekttions  concerning  those 
tUngs  in  the  Scriptures.  There  is  a  measure  of  life  to  be 
received,  there  is  the  Spirit  of  life  to  be  received,  there 
is  a  well  of  life,  from  which  pure  life  springs  up,  to  be 
received  and  enjoyed  by  them  that  truly  and  rightly 
believe.  .   . 

The  Lord,  in  the  gospel  state,  hath  promised  to  be  pres- 
ent with  his  people;  not  as  a  wayfiaring  man  for  a  night, 
but  to  dwell  in  them  and  walk  in  them.  Yea,  if  they  be 
tempted  and  in  danger  of  erring,  they  shall  hear  a  voice  be- 
hind them,  saying,  "This  is  the  way,  walk  in  it."  Will 
they  not  grant  this  to  be  a  rule,  as  well  as  the  Scriptures? 
Nay,  is  not  this  a  more  full  direction  to  the  heart,  in  that 
state,  than  it  can  pick  to  itself  out  of  the  Scriptxires  ?  Truly, 
this  ensuing  testimony  is  true,  which  now  springs  up  in  my 
heart  unto  thee,  which  is  this ; — ^the  Lord  hath  poured  out 
his  Spirit  upon  his  sons  and  daughters,  in  and  by  this  pre- 
cious dispensation  of  truth,  and  of  the  pure  seed,  which  is 
so  despised.  And  the  Spirit  which  gave  forth  the  words  is 
greater  than  the  words ;  therefore  we  cannot  but  prize  Him 
himself,  and  set  Him  higher  in  our  hearts  and  thoughts 
than  the  words  which  testify  of  Him,  though  they  also  are 
very  sweet  and  precious  to  our  taste. 

There  was  a  measure  and  rule,  whereunto  the  true  minis- 
ter of  Christ  and  the  believing  Gentiles  had  attained,  by 
which  they  were  to  walk;  as  is  mentioned  in  2  Cor.  x.  13. 16. 
"According  to  the  measure  of  the  rule  which  God  hath  dis- 
tributed to  us" — "according  to  our  rule,"  &c.:  and  in  Phil- 
lipians,  iii.  16,  "Whereto  we  have  already  attained,  let  us 
walk  by  the  same  rule,  let  us  mind  the  same  thing;"  as 
also  in  Galatians,  vi.  15, 16,  "For  in  Christ  Jesus,  neither 
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circumcUion  availeCh  any  thing,  nor  aneireiimciaoii,  but  a 
new  creature.  And  as  many  ae  walk  according  to  tibia  ra^ 
peace  be  on  them,  and  mercy,''  &c.  Now  connder  what 
that  rule  was.  Oh  that  thou  maj^st  know  it  and  walk  there- 
by, as  they  that  had  received  God's  Spirit  did!  F#r  I  am 
assured  in  my  heart,  that  if  thou  receive  God's  Spirit,  and 
live  and  walk  therein,  thou  canst  not  fulfil  the  desires  of 
the  flesh;  but  thou  wilt  find  thy  heart  opened  thM^by  into 
a  true  sense,  understanding,  and  right  use  of  the  Scriptures. 
For  the  Scriptures  of  the  New  Testament  were  writt^i  to 
the  saints,  and  cannot  be  truly  or  rightly  understood  or 
made  use  of,  but  as  men  come  into  their  spirit  and  state. 

These  things  are  of  great  weight  and  concernment :  the 
Lord  open  and  guide  thy  heart  into  true  satisfaction  in  this 
and  other  things  also,  ii*om  the  demonstration  of  his  own 
Spirit;  that  thou  mayst  be  able  truly  to  say  as  in  his  sight, 
Now  I  believe  and  understand  things,  not  because  this  or 
that  man  hath  so  said,  but  because  the  Lord,  who  is  the 
Teacher  indeed,  hath  taught  and  assured  my  heart  concern- 
ing the  truth  itself,  as  it  is  in  Jesus;  which  I  feel  to  be  so, 
by  its  living  virtue  and  powerful  operation  in  and  ux>on  my 
heart. 

This  is  my  desire  for  thee,  %vho  am  thy  soul's  true  and 
sincere  friend,  who  would  by  no  means  have  thee  deceived 
about  any  thing  that  concerns  it. 

LP- 
Reading  Jail, 
24th  of  Seventh  Mouth,  1070. 


To  Widow  IIemmixgs. 

Dear  Friend, 

Since  I  last  saw  thee  there  have  been  many  deep  and  se- 
rious thoughts  on  my  heart  concerning  thee;  and  a  sense 
of  thy  state  as  before  the  Lord,  and  breathings  of  heart  for 
thee.  I  am  sensible  that  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  striving 
with  thee,  and  in  some  measure  oi)ening  thy  heart  towards 
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him  and  his  truth ;  and  I  am  sensible  withal,  that  there  is 
much  striving  against  him;  and  many  strong-holds  of  wis- 
dom and  reasoning^  in  thee,  which  must  be  broken  down, 
before  truth  can  spring  up  in  thy  heart,  and  exercise  its 
power  in  thee,  and  have  full  command  in  thee. 

ITow  this  morning  when  I  awoke,  there  were  three  things 
sprang  up  in  me,  which  my  heart  did  singly  and  earnestly 
desire  for  thee.  One  was  that  thou  mightst  be  led  by 
God's  Holy  Spirit  into  the  new  and  living  covenant,  where 
Christ  is  revealed,  and  the  soul  united  tQ  him  as  its  Lord 
and  King  in  a  bond  of  indissoluble  union.  Another  was 
that  thou  mightst  daily  be  taught  of  God,  and  learn  of  him 
in  this  holy,  new,  pure,  and  everlasting  covenant  The 
third^was,  that  thou  mightest  be  true  and  fikithfiil  to  God, 
to  obey  and  follow  him,  in  whatever  he  teaches  and  re- 
quires of  thee. 

If  thou  wert  but  in  this  state  thou  wouldst  find  sweetness 
and  rest,  peace  and  power,  the  righteousness  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  and  life  eternal  revealed  in  thy  own  heart; 
and  with  joy  draw  water  out  of  the  wells  of  salvation. 

Now  if  thou  come  to  witness  Christ's  appearance  in  spir- 
it, and  wilt  become  a  disciple  unto  him,  there  are  three 
things  thou  must  apply  thy  heart  to  learn  of  him ;  which 
indeed  are  the  sum  of  the  gospel,  or  of  what  is  taught  in  and 
by  the  gospel.  The  first  is,  to  fear  Qod.  This  is  the  begin- 
ning of  true,  heavenly  wisdom,  and  this  is  the  perfection 
and  the  end  of  wisdom  also;  for  true  wisdom  not  only 
brings  into  the  fear,  but  it  builds  up  in  the  fear,  yea,  and 
perfects  in  the  fear  also;  according  as  the  apostle  saith, 
"Perfecting  holiness  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord."  Now  this  is 
not  such  a  fear  as  man  can  attain  by  all  he  can  do;  but  is 
the  fear  of  the  new  covenant,  which  God  puts  into  the 
hearts  of  his  children  as  he  quickens  them  and  brings  them 
up  in  the  new  covenant.  This  is  such  a  fear  as  that  those  in 
whom  it  is  placed,  cannot  depart  from  the  Lord;  nor  abid- 
ing in  it,  err  from  the  way  of  life  and  holiness;  for  all  sin 
and  transgression,  all  rebellion  against  the  Lord,  and  griev- 
ing and  quenching  his  Spirit,  is  out  of  this  fbar.    Oh  t2iat 
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thou  mightst  receive  thb  fear  from  the  Lord,  and  grow  up 
unto  lum  daily  in  it! 

The  second,  which  depends  upon  andr  flows  from  the  for- 
mer, is,  to  give  glory  to  Chdy  in  discerning  his  life  and  power, 
and  the  virtue  of  his  Spirit  and  his  grace,  working  all  in 
thee ;  vaA  00  still  ascribing  the  glory  to  him  l>f  all  thou  art, 
doet^  or  cUnst  do:  for  in  the  day  of  I3ie  gospel,  no  flesh  cab 
glory  in  the  presence  of  our  God;  but  the  Lord  alone  i^ 
exalted  in  the  spirits  of  his  children  in  that  day*  And  in^ 
deed,  as  every  one  comes  into  the  fear  of  the  new  covenaat, 
the  presence  of  the  L<nd  is  there,  dwelling  in  the  midst  of 
the  heart;  and  he  is  found  working  all  therein,  and  faring* 
ing  forth  the  seed  of  life,  and  working  down  sin,  and  death, 
and  corruption.  And  they  that  are  here  feel  thei%own 
poverty  and  nothingness  as  in  themselves;  and  that  their 
way  to  become  strong  in  Christ,  is  first  to  become  weak  in 
themselves:  and  so  when  they  are  strong  in  him,  he  who  is 
their  strength  is  glorified  and  admired,  and  self  is  of  no 
reputation  or  value  iov  ever  and  ever;  for  that  k  oleaved  to 
which  brought  down  self,  and  that  power  and  i^irit,  bdng 
cleaved  to,  still  keeps  it  down. 

The  third  is,  that  thou  learn  to  worship  God  in  spirit  and 
truth.  Oh  this  worship  is  precious  indeed !  and  this  is  the 
only  sort  of  worship  which  God  seeketh  and  r^ardeth, 
among  the  many  various  kinds  of  worshippers  which  iqv- 
pear  at  this  day.  This  worship  was  declared  by  Chri^ 
and  taught  his  disciples;  but  it  has  been  in  great  measure 
departed  from;  and  though  many  have  sought  after  it,  yet 
none  ever  could  find  it,  but  as  they  have  learned  of  the 
Father  to  return  to  the  anointing;  and  so  to  be  gathered 
into  his  Spirit  where  Christ's  name  is  known,  and  where 
they  that  meet  together,  worship  in  his  nam[e:  and  of  a 
truth  none  know  or  can  worship  in  Christ^s  name  besides 
these,.  There  have  been  great  mistakes  about  wordiip  and 
gatherings;  they  having  not  been  in  the  name  and  power 
of  our  Iiord  Jesus  Cfturist,  but  only  in  a  profession  thereof, 
and  an  imitation  of  things,  without  the  true  Ufa  and  power; 
and  what  is  that  won^ip  and  religion  in  tiie  sight  of  the 


ISAAC  FBnrKOTON.  529 

Lord?  Now  that  tboa  mayst  come  into  tiiis  state  and  learii 
all  these  lessons  of  the  Lord  in  the  new  covenant,  there  is 
one  thing  indispensably  necessary  for  thee ;  which  is,  to  know 
the  hour  of  God* s  judgment  in  thy  own  heart,  and  to  lie  nnder 
the  judgment  of  the  Lord,  bearing  it  till  he  finish  it,  and 
bring  it  forth  nnto  victory.  For  this  is  the  way  whereby  he 
purges  and  redeems  the  soul ;  to  wit,  by  the  spirit  of  judg- 
ment and  burning.  Thou  must  therefore  wait  for,  and 
come  to  feel,  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  near  thee,  discovering 
sin  to  thee,  and  revealing  judgment  against  it,  and  execut- 
ing his  righteous  judgment  upon  the  evil  nature  in  thee; 
thart;  he  may  raise  Up  that  good  and  tender  plant  of  right- 
eousness, out  of  the  dry  and  barren  ground,  to  which  his 
mercy  is. 

If  thou  come  to  know  God's  Spirit,  and  to  receive  it,  and 
feel  it  work  in  thee,  and  its  pure  light  shine  from  the  foun- 
tain and  spring  of  life,  thou  wilt  have  a  quicker  sense  and 
discerning  therefrom,  than  can  arise  either  from  words 
written,  or  from  thoughts;  that  is,  the  Lord  will  show  thee 
the  way  whereof  thou  doubtest,  quicker  than  a  thought 
can  arise  in  thee;  and  the  Lord  will  show  thee  evil,  in  a 
pure  sense  of  the  new  nature,  quicker  than  thou  canst 
think  or  consider  of  any  thing.  And  indeed  this  is  need- 
iul;  for  sin  lodges  in  the  evil  nature  inwardly,  and  works, 
not  so  much  by  a  known  law  set  up  in  the  mind,  as  by  a 
secret  nature;  and  if  it  be  not  resisted  and  withstood  by 
another  nature,  it  can  never  be-  overcome.  Now  by  this 
judgment  set  up  in  the  heart,  doth  God  overcome  and  keep 
down  sin  for  ever;  for' the  judgment  of  God  is  stronger 
than  sin,  and  will  bring  it  down  where  his  judgment  is  re- 
ceived and  abode  in ;  and  that  which  brought  it  down,  be- 
ing kept  to,  will  keep  it  down;  and  it  being  kept  down, 
life  and  righteousness,  even  the  righteous  life.  Spirit,  and 
power  of  the  Lor4  Jesus  inwardly  revealed,  will  be  upper- 
most and  reign  over  it. 

Perhaps  these  words,  at  present,  may  be  hard  unto  thee: 
but  if  thou  come  to  wait  on  God's  Holy  Spirit,  and  to  the 
feeling  of  his  appearance  in  thy  heart,  and  learn  of  him  to 

Vol.  n.—  45 


589  TBS  W0BK8  OF 

know  what  is  good  and  what  is  evil  in  Ay  wurds,  w^ps, 
w<H«hip,  yea,  and  in  thy  very  heart  and  thon^ts,  and  also 
to  choose  the  good  and  refuse  the  evil;  they  will  gfow 
easier  and  easier,  and  plainer  and  plainer,  daily,  as  thou 
oomest  into  the  sense  and  experience  of  the  things  thej 
mention.  And  thou  wilt  find  Christ,  inwardly  revealed  in 
spirit,  to  be  very  properly  called  the  word  of  Qod,  even  the 
ingrafted  word  which  is  able  to  save  the  sonl;  for  he  is 
quick  and  powerful,  and  sharper  than  any  two-edged  sword, 
able  to  cat  down  all  that  shall  appear  or  rise  np  in  the 
lieart,  to  resist  or  oppose  his  work. 

The  Lord  so  guide  thee,  manifest  himself  to  tiiee,  help 
thee,  and  lead  thee  by  his  Holy  Spirit  uid  power,  as  that 
thou  mayst  come  undeniably  to  experience,  and  to  be  satis- 
jied  by  him  about  these  things.  And  mind  not  so  much  to 
knoWj  as  to  be  obedient  and  subjected  to  the  Lord,  both  in 
thy  heart  and  in  thy  conversation  also,  in  the  least  thing 
that  he  makes  manifest  If  the  Lord  would  show  thee  but 
this  one  thing, — that  to  use  ^'thee*'  and  ^^thou  "  to  a  par> 
ticular  person  is  proper  language,  and  Scripture  language; 
and  that  to  say  '^you,''  is  improper,  and  arose  from  pride, 
and  nourisheth  pride,  and  so  is  of  the  world,  and  not  of  die 
Father ;  and  thou  should  bow  thy  spirit  to  him  in  this  one 
thing,  thou  little  thinkest  what  a  work  it  would' make  with- 
in thee,  and  how  strongly  the  spirit  of  darkness  would  fight 
against  thy  subjection  thereto.  The  Lord  lead  thee  as  he 
seeth  good,  and  give  thee  faithfully  to  follow;  for  else,  if 
the  Lord  should  lead  in  any  thing,  and  thou  not  follow  in 
that  thing,  his  Spirit  would  be  grieved  and  vexed  thereby, 
and  thy  heart  in  danger  of  being  hardened  by  the  deceitful- 
ness  of  sin. 

The  Lord  give  thee  the  sense  and  savor  of  these  things; 
that  thou  mayest  thereby  be  kindled  to  wait  on  the  Lord, 
to  be  led  into  the  light  of  the  living;  that  thou  mayst  live 
and  walk  with  him  therein,  who  is,  and  dwells,  and  walks 
with  his,  in  the  light.  O  house  of  Jacob !  come  ye,  let  us 
walk  in  the  light  of  the  Lord,  and  let  us  come  up  to  Zion, 
the  holy  hill  of  God,  and  to  the  gospel  Jerusalem,  that 


ISAAC  PSNIKOTOK.  £81 

there  he  may  teach  as  of  his  ways,  and  we  may  th««  leem 
of  him  to  walk  in  his  paths ;  for  there  is  the  place  of  wis- 
dem  and  trae  understanding,  which  none  know  but  those 
that  are  tanght  of  God. 

This  is  in  trae  friendship  and  tender  love  to  thy  soul, 
from  its  fiiend  in  truth  and  sincerity, 

I.  P. 

2«th  of  Ei^ih  Month,  1670. 


To 


Friend, 

I  have  had  of  late  some  deep  and  serious  thoughts  con- 
cerning thee,  and  a  sense  of  thee,  as  between  the  Lord  and 
my  own  soul,  yet  I  have  not  had  any  thing  to  signify  or  ex- 
press to  thee,  till  this  morning.  But  somewhat  this  morn- 
ing sprang  up  in  my  heart,  sweetly  and  freshly,  which  I  had 
pure  drawings  to  impart  to  thee. 

There  was  a  quick  sense  of  thee  upon  my  heart,  and  in 
that  sense  this  cry  was  in  me: — Oh!  that  thou  wert  ac- 
quainted with  the  pure,  eternal  power  of  the  Lord,  and 
mightest  feel  his  outstretched  arm  revealed  in  thee,  and 
witness  the  faith  which  stands  in  that  power;  and,  in  that 
faith,  believe  and  wait  for  what  Gk)d  is  doing,  and  willing  to 
do,  in  and  for  his  children.    *'If  ye  had  faith,"  said  Christ, 
^^  but  as  a  grain  of  mustard  seed,  ye  should  say  to  this  moun- 
tain, be  thou  cast  into  the  midst  of  the  sea,  and  it  should 
be  so."    Indeed,  the  Jrue  fiiith,  the  pure  faith,  the  living 
faith,  which  stands  in  the  power,  doth  remove  all  the  moun- 
tains that  are  in  the  way,  and  makes  the  crooked  ways 
straight,  and  the  rough  ways  plain.    If  thou  had  lived  in 
the  days  of  Christ's  flesh,  and  wanted  outward  healing, 
and  had  been  willing  to  come  to  him  for  healing,  but  withal 
had  not  come  with  fiiith  that  he  was  able  and  willing  to 
heal  perfectly ;  mightest  not  thou  have  missed  of  that  cleans- 
ing and  outward  health  and  salvation,  which  others  met 
with?    For  did  not  he  say,  ''Be  it  unto  thee  according  to 
thy  fiiith  "  ?    And  is  not  he  the  Physician  of  the  soul  ?  and 
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is  not  his  skill  to  be  trusted  and  believed  in?  He  that  hop- 
cth,  and  believeth,  and  waiteth,  and  pirayeth,  imd  fighteth 
the  good  figh^  of  £uth^  which  gives  victory  over  sin,  Satsa, 
and  the  world — ^he  may  possibly  overcome;  yea,  he  that 
warreth  lawfully — that  is,  with  the  sj^toal  weapon,  which 
is  mighty  through  God — ^he  that  warreth  with  this  only,  and 
with  this  constantly,  shall  be  sure  to  overcome.  For  greater 
is  He  that  is  in  the  true  believer,  than  he  that  is  in  the 
world. 

Oh  that  thou  mightest  have  experience  of  these  things, 
and  witness  the  banner  of  Christ's  love  and  power  displayed 
in  tliee,  and  the  victories  and  conquests  that  are  thereby, 
and  the  safety  and  peace  which  is  under  it!  For  of  a  truth, 
we  do  not  speak  boastingly,  but  are  witnesses  of  the  maj- 
esty of  God's  love  and  power,  which  we  testify  of.  The 
Lord  so  enlighten  and  guide  thee,  that  thou  mayest  obtain 
the  desire  of  thy  heart;  for  I  really  believe  thy  desire  is  af- 
ter holiness,  and  after  communion  with  the  Father  and  the 
Son,  and  with  the  saints  in  light.  Oh  that  thou  mayest  be 
led  into  the  pure  light  of  life,  that  there  thou  mayest  enjoy 
what  in  this  kind  thou  desirest! 

This  is  from  one,  who  singly,  as  in  the  Lord's  sight, wish- 
cth  well  unto  thee. 

LP. 

Beading  Jail, 
27th  of  Eighth  Month,  1670. 


To 


Fbofbbsobs  have  long  known  the  name  of  Christ,  and 
what  the  Scripture  relateth  concerning  him  so  named;  but 
oh  that  they  could  (Mice  know  Christ  [himself,]  and  receive 
liim  into  their  vessels,  and  feel  life  flowing  from  him  into 
them!  Then  would  they  indeed  know  Christ  according  to 
the  Spirit;  which  knowledge  quickeneth,  but  the  literal 
knowledge  kUleth.  For  he  that  hath  the  Son,  he  that  is  in 
true  union  with  him,  and  really  changed  by  him,  so  as  to 
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become  one  nature  and  spirit  with  him, — he  hath  life;  but 
he  that  hath  not  l^e  Son  hath  not  the  life  of  the  Son,  nor 
the  liberty  of  the  Son,  bat  it  is  in  the  death  0  sin,  and  in 
service  unto  sin. 

The  directions  from  God's  Holy  Spirit  in  tiie  Scniptares 
are  exceedingly  weighty  and  precious  in  themselves,  and 
very  proper  to  the  several  states  to  which  they  were  given 
forth;  and  blessed  is  he  who  is  found  in  the  practice  and 
observation  of  them.  And  it  hath  been  the  desire  of  my 
heart  from  my  childhood,  and  still  is,  that  I  might  be  found 
walking  with  the  Lord,  according  to  what  is  there  taught 
and  prescribed  to  the  children  of  Ood,  in  the  several  fore- 
going ages  and  generations ;  which  things  were  written,  and 
are  useful,  for  our  instruction  also,  being  read  by  us,  and 
heeded,  in  that  which  gives  the  true  understanding  of  them. 

But  though  this  was  my  desire,  yet  in  my  way  to  attain 
this,  I  missed;  for  I  thought  that  by  getting  the  directions 
of  Scripture  into  my  mind,  and  applying  myself  to  theatriet 
observation  of  them,  and  praying  for  God's  Spirit  and  help, 
I  might  obtain  what  I  desired.  And  truly  the  Lord  was 
merciful  to  me,  and  did  help  me,  in  a  great  measure,  to 
walk  uprightly  and  lowlily  with  him,  and  inoffensively  be- 
fore men ;  yet  not  so  but  that  I  often  felt  the  temptations 
and  darkness  of  the  enemy  nearer  me  than  my  rule,  and  in 
many  cases  knew  not  what  to  do,  nor  how  to  be  resolved 
from  the  Scfiptures. 

At  length  the  Lord  greatly  ^iBtressed  me,  and  brought 
me  to  a  fuller  sense  of  my  want  of  his  Spirit  and  power,  and 
dashed  all  my  religion  in  pieces ;  that  I  was  just  like  Baby- 
lon, for  in  c«e  hour  judgment  and  desolation  came  upon 
me;  Rev.  xviii.  10.  and  I  knew  not  what  to  do  without  tke 
Lord,  nor  whidi  way  to  draw  nigh  to  him;  but  Iben  was 
the  Lord  ppqpating  for  me  that  day  of  mercy,  which  dnce, 
in  his  tender  goodneni,  is  bicdsen  in  upon  me.  And  'how 
the  eye  which  he  hath  opened  in  me  seethv  that  the  gospel 
is  a  ministtalion  of  the  Bj^t  and  power  of  the  Lord  Jesas 
Christ;  and  that  he  who  wouM  be  his  disciple  indeed,  must 
be  turned  to  his  8^1^  and  reeeive  the  fantnediate  light  and 
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shiuingB  of  his  Spirit  into  his  vessel;  and  must  feel  the  law 
of  Ufe,  the  holy  laws  of  the  new  covenant,  not  compre- 
hended outp0u*dly  in  his  mind,  but  writt^i  inwardly  in  his 
heart  by  the  finger  of  God's  Spirit.  And  being  written  in 
his  heart,  they  have  power  over  his  heart,  and  cause  him  to 
obey  them;  so  that,  being  here,  he  cannot  possibly  bnt  fiil- 
iil  the  holy  directions  of  the  Scriptures,  he  being  m  that 
iTom  which  they  came,  which  reveals  the  substance  of  them 
unto  him,  and  makes  them  living  and  powerful  iu  him. 
For  indeed  the  law  of  sin  and  death  hath  power  over  a  man 
so  long  as  he  liveth;  but  when  he  meets  with  that  which 
kills  sin  and  death  in  him,  and  maketh  him  alive  to  God, 
and  he  receives  life  in  abundance  in  and  through  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ;  then  the  fruits  of  life  become  easy  and  natu- 
ral to  him,  and  the  fruits  and  ways  of  sin,  unbelief  and 
disobedience  unnatural :  and  here  tiie  yoke  is  easy  and  the 
burden  light,  and  none  of  the  commandments  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  grievous.  But  take  them  merely  out  of  the 
letter,  not  feeling  the  Spirit  leading  into  them,  and  quick- 
ening and  enabling  to  the  performance  of  them,  oh  how 
heavy,  how  hard  are  they !  How  impossible  to  believe 
aright,  hope  aright,  pray  aright,  walk  aright,  woteh  aright 
over  the  heart,  fight  against  the  enemies,  lusts,  and  corrup- 
tions aright!  &c.  On  the  other  hand,  how  pleasant  is  the 
way  of  life  in  the  covenant  of  life,  in  the  power  and  virtue 
of  life,  and  ministered  from  the  Spirit  of  our  God!  -And 
here  he  is  praised,  and  vi{;tory  over  his  enemies  witnessed, 
and  peace  with  him  enjoyed  in  the  pure  seed  of  life ;  bleesed 
be  the  name  of  our  God  for  ever !  For  the  letter,  or  descrip- 
tion of  things,  is  not  the  way;  but  the  life  is  the  way,  the 
Spirit  the  way,  the  power  the  way,  the  truth  as  H  is  in  Jesns 
the  way,  which  none  can  truly  and  rightly  know,  but  as 
they  are  ingrafted  into  and  formed  in  him,  and  he  formed 
iu  them;  this  is  only  obtahied,  witnessed,  and  preserved,  iu 
the  soul's  onion  and  communio&  wllji,  and  obedience  to, 
his  Spirit  and  power  inwardly  revealed  and  made  manifest. 
Friend,  th^re  is  somewli&t  fwther  in  my  heart  towards 
thee,  whieh  I  have  the  true  and  oertain  sense  of,  which  is 
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thiss  The  Lord,  who  is  near  thee  with  his  Holy  Spirit  and 
power,  hath  been  begetting  life  in  thee,  and  hath,  at  timea, 
given  thee  a  tme  sense  and  discerning,  in  some  meaaure; 
but  there  is  also  somewhat  near  thee,  which  watcbeth  to 
destroy  and  devour  what  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God  begets  in 
thee,  and  to  beget  another  sense  and  belief  in  thee,  di^rent 
therefrom,  and  indeed  contrary  thereto.  Now,  it  behooveth 
thee  exceedingly  to  watch,  and  to  pray  to  the  Lord  for  help ; 
for  the  life  of  thy  soul  depends  upon  the  one  of  these,  and 
death  and  destruction  will  inevitably  break  in  upon  thee, 
and  have  power  over  thee,  if  thou  hearken  to  the  other. 
Whom  doth  the  enemy  so  much  strive  to  devour  as  the 
sheep  and  inheritance  of  the  Lord?  And  they  are  only  pre- 
served in  the  Lord's  way,  and  in  subjection  to  his  Spirit 
Oh,  how  many  hath  the  enemy  betrayed  and  deceived  of 
the  life  of  Iheir  souls!  how  many  men's  spirits  are  now 
cankered,  and  the  good  long  ago  eaten  out  of  them,  who 
had  once  some  tenderness  aud  upright  breathings  after  the 
Lord !  but  now  their  silver  is  become  dross,  and  their  wine 
mixed  with  water,  so  that  the  very  nature  and  property  of 
it  is  changed :  the  salt  having  lost  its  savor,  wherewith  shall 
it  be  seasoned?  I  mention  this  to  thee,  that  thou  mayest 
watch  and  pray ;  that  thou  thyself  do  not  lose  thy  savor  and 
sense  and  tenderness  which  the  Lord  at  some  times  kindleth 
in  thee,  by  hearkening  to  the  subtle  reasonings  and  sugges- 
tions of  another  spirit,  either  in  thyself  or  others. 

This  is  in  the  nakedness  of  my  heart,  as  in  the  Lord's 
sight,  and  in  the  truth  of  friendship  towards  thee. 

L  P. 

27th  of  Kinth  Month,  1670. 


To  Widow  Hemminqs. 

Friend, 

Well  may  there  doubts  and  scruptes  arise  in  the  minds  of 
persons  concerning  prayer,  as  they  come  to  any  sense  or 
touch  of  truth  from  God's  Holy  Spirit;  that  duty  having 
been  performed  and  prac^ed  so  long  from  the  fleshly 


536  THBW0B£8  0Y 

mind  and  natare,  and  mrt  in  the  leading,  will,  and  comimsB 
of  Qod's  Holy  Spirit  and  power.  And  those  who  doubt 
therein  cannot  be  satisfied,  till  the  Lord  open  their  q>irit8 
and  make  the  thing  manifest  to  them;  yet  this  is  most  cer- 
tain that  all  prayer,  all  true  prayer  to  Qod,  is  in  and 
from  his  Holy  Spirit;  and  whatsoever  is  otherwise  is  not 
accepted  of  the  Father.  The  promise,  indeed,  is  to  the  prayer 
in  faith,  and  to  the  Holy  Spirit;  bat  not  to  the  prayer  of 
the  flesUy  birth,  will,  or  wisdom.  Therefore  the  great  care 
and  concern  in  prayer  is,  that  that  which  is  of  God  pray  on- 
to the  Father,  in  the  quickenings  and  motions  of  his  own 
Spirit  For  the  dead  cannot  praise  Ood,  nor  can  the  dead 
truly  pray  unto  him.  And  truly,  in  the  forbearing  praying, 
there  can  be  no  peace,  for  we  are  to  pray  continually; 
nor  in  praying  in  a  formal  way  without  life,  without  God's 
Spirit — who  gives  to  pray,  and  who  makes  intercession — 
can  there  be  any  peace  within; — ^rather  accusation  and  an- 
guish to  that  mind,  which,  desiring  to  pray  aright,  yet 
knows  not  how  so  to  do.  But  it  is  manifest  prayer  is  not 
in  the  time,  will,  or  power  of  the  creature,  for  it  is  a  gift  of 
God,  and  the  ability  lodges  in  his  Spirit;  it  is  not  ours,  but 
as  given  of  his  Spirit,  which,  therefore,  is  to  be  waited  up- 
on, when  it  will  move  and  breathe  in  us,  and  so  give  us  the 
ability  of  calling  upon  the  Father,  and  the  power  of  prevail- 
ing with  the  Father,  in  Ibe  name,  and  through  the  life  of 
the  Son. 

Now  as  to  thy  queries,  I  shall  answer  in  plainness,  as  the 
Lord  shall  please  to  open  my  heart 

As  to  the  first:  Whenever  the  creature  finds  breathings 
to  the  Father  fix>m  a  sense  of  its  wants,  these  are  not  to  be 
stopped,  but  to  be  ofifered  up  in  that  from  which  the  breath- 
ings come.  For  there  is  no  true  sense  of  one's  condition, 
or  of  one's  wants,  but  from  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord;  and  the 
Lord  gives  this  sense,  that  the  soul  might  feel  its  need  of 
him,  and  cry  to  him;  and  every  sigh  and  groan  that  is  thus 
offered  up  to  him  is  accepted  of  him,  and  prevails  with  him 
for  good  towards  that  soul,  which  it  shall  certainly  receive, 
as  it  comes  to  know  the  Lamb  of  G(od,  and  follow  him  iu 
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tine  leadiDgfl  of  his  good  knA  holy  Spirit  And  in  pirtieiilsr, 
it  oaght  to  praj  for  the  appearance  of  God's  Spirit  and 
power;  and  if  it  do  already  taste  somewhat  of  it,  it  tmghtto 
pray  for  more  of  the  Spirit,  and  that  it  may  diatingni^'tbe 
requests  that  rise  up  in  the  heart,  whether  they  come  fimn 
God*8  Holy  Spirit  and  Will,  or  from  the  fleshly  nature  and 
will.  For  the  wrong  birth  also  desires  the  Idngdom,  and 
would  have  the  kingdom,  and  prays  for  the  kingdom,  and 
strives  for  the  kii^gdom;  but  it  prays  amiss,  and  it^strives 
amiss,  even  so  as  it  never  shall  obtain,  the  kingdom  being 
appointed  for,  ahd  given  to,  another. 

To  the  second:  Those  that  do  not  know,  nor  are  sensible 
partakers  of  the  Spirit,  yet  feeling  their  want  thereoi^  and 
true  desires  afl^er  it,  ought  to  ofter  up  those  desires  to  Ood; 
and  keeping  in  that  which  begets  those  desires,  they  shall 
not  long  be  ignorant  of  God's  Spirit,  but  find  that  God  is 
more  willing  to  give  it  than  a  parent  to  give  neoessary 
things  to  his  children.  But  those  that  have  prayed  long  fi>r 
the  Spirit,  yet  have  not  hitherto  received  it,  have  just  cause 
to  question  the  nature  and  ground  of  their  prayers;  since 
G^d  is  so  ready  to  give  the  Spirit  to  his  children.  For  doth 
a  child  ask  bread  of  his  &ther  for  many  years,  and  not  re- 
ceive it?  Oh,  consider  this  thing!  K  the  child  ask  the 
Spirit  ari^t,  it  is  impossible  but  he  should  receive  aome 
proportion  of  it  from  the  Father,  so  much  as  is  necessary  to 
his  present  state.  God  doth  require  his  children  to  perform 
every  thing  to  him  in  and  with  his  Spirit,  knowing  ^ey  can 
do  nothing  right  without  it;  and  surely  he  will  not  require 
duties  of  them,  and  withhold  that  from  them,  witiiout 
which,  they  cannot  acceptably  perform  these  duties  to  him. 

To  tUe  tihiird:  A  notion  that  all  the  soul's  supplies  are 
from  the  Father  is  not  a  sufficient  ground  of  prayer ;  for  the 
false  birth  may,  and  often  doth,  pray  so;  but  a  true  feeling 
of  the  thing  is  a  sufficient  ground,  if  the  heart  and  mind 
keep  within  the  limits  of  the  feeling,  and  oflbr  up  no  more 
than  what  ariseth  there;  for  truly,  that  is  firom  the  Spirit, 
of  the  Spirit,  and  in  the  Spirit,  wherever  it  is  found.  And 
oh !  that  every  one  who  hath  any  true  sense  of  God  might 
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wiife  on  htm^  to  saror  <ft»  2i(^  which  aiiseth  firom  God,  from 
[amidit]  the  multitude  of  his  thoughts,  words,  aud  desires, 
idiich  are  from  another  root,  even  from  the  flesh,  and  are 
of  a  fleshly  nature,  neither  are  of  value,  nor  avail  with  the 
Lovd;  but  the  birth  of  life,  tiie  sensible  breathings  of  his 
cmxL  life,  in  the  poorest  and  weakest  babe,  are  always  of 
esteem^  and  prevail  with  the  Fatibier. 

To  the  fourth:  l%e  creature  may  misapprehend  its  duty, 
may  have  a  wrong  sense,  apprdiending  Uuit  to  be  its  duty 
whidi  is  notj  and  may  not  apprehend  that  to  be  its  duty 
which  is;  and  so,  if  the  sense  be  wrong,^then  the  act  of 
d[>edieaee  (according  to  this  wrong  sense)  is  wrong  also, 
and  is  not  accepted  with  the  Father.  It  is  true,  prayer  is 
of  Gh>d,  and  is  a  duty;  not  off  prayer,  but  prayer  after 
that  manner  that  the  Lord  requires,  which  is  in  the  true 
sense,  and  wi&in  the  limits  of  the  true  Spirit  and  power- 
praying  always  in  the  Holy  Ohost  The  pure  prayer,  the 
pure  breathings  of  God's  child,  of  the  true  birlii,  is  always 
within  the  limit  which  God  hath  prescribe.  Therefore 
watch  unto  prayer,  watch  unto  God's  preparing  the  heart 
l^  the  motion  and  virtue  of  his  good  Spirit,  and  oflTer  up 
the  breathings  that  then  arise ;  and  wait  to  distinguish  be- 
tween the  desires  which  arise  from  the  fleshly  part,  and 
the  desires  which  arise  from  the  spiritual  and  heavenly 
part.  For  the  first  nature  is  earthly;  but  the  second  nat- 
ure, the  nature  which  is  from  the  second  Adam,  the  quick- 
ening Spirit,  is  pure  and  heavenly;  and  such  are  all  the 
desires  and  breathings,  that  spring  from  that  nature  in  the 
vessel.  And  as  thou  comest  into  that  nature,  and  into  that 
Spirit  from  which  the  nature  proceeds,  thou  wilt  truly  dis- 
tinguish concerning  prayer,  concerning  faith,  concerning 
love,  and  all  other  spiritual  things;  and  wilt  know  Him 
who  is  truth  and  no  lie,  who  deceives  not,  but  preserves 
that  mind  which  is  giv^i  up  to  him,  and  abides  in  him,  out 
of  all  error  and  deceit. 

Thou  seemest  also  to  be  disturbed  'about  some  other  du- 
ties as  well  as  prayer.  If  the  Lord  have  begun  to  put  a  stop 
to  the  workings  of  flesh  in  thee,  and  thou  be  subject  to  him 
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therein^  and  cease  from  thine  own  willmgs'and  woridngs, 
and  wmt  on  him  to  be  tanght  to  perfonn  things  aright,  tMs 
is  his  love  to  thee;  and  if  Uioa  come  to  feel  the  leadings  of 
his  Spirit  farther,  and  foUow  him,  thou  wilt  have  cause  to 
bless  his  name,  as  many  others  have,  whom  in  this  day  he 
hath  thus  led.  Indeed,  flesh  should  be  silent  before  him. 
Alas !  what  room  is  there  for  his  Spirit  and  power,  when 
there  is  such  a  multitude  of  thoughts,  and  workings,  and 
reasonings,  such  a  noise  of  flesh  in  many  hearts  and  spirits? 
Happy  is  he  who  feels  flesh  silent,  who  comes  to  an  end  of 
his  own  willing  and  running,  though  that  is  a  time  of  great 
distress,  when  the  full  mind  is  emptied  and  brought  low; 
but  then  He  that  shows  mercy  is  near,  and  £he  day  of  meioy 
is  not  far  off  to  that  soul. 

The  Lord  raise  up  that  in  thee,  which  is  of  him;  and  so 
guide  and  order  thy  heart,  that  it  may  long  and  cry  after 
him,  and  be  heard  and  satisfied  by  him. 


I.  P. 


28th  of  Ninth  Month,  1670. 


To  Elizabbth  Walkslet. 

Mt  vbbt  dkab  Friend, 

Many  are  the  trials,  afflictions,  and  temptations,  which 
the  Lord  seeth  good  to  exercise  us  with,  for  the  purifying 
and  making  us  white,  that  he  may  honor  his  name  in  us 
and  through  us:  but  this  promise  stands  sure  in  the  seed, 
"I  will  never  leave  thee,  nor  forsake  thee."  And  if  our 
God  be  with  us  and  for  us,  what  can  prevail  against  the 
work  and  design  of  his  love  and  power  towards  us; 

I  am  deeply  sensible  of  thy  condition,  feeling  it  even  in 
the  tender  and  melting  love  of  my  heart  towards  thee;  and 
this  word  sprang  in  me  to  thee,  Look  not  out,  but  trust  in 
the  Lord,  who  can  make  things  easier  than  they  seem 
likely  to  be;  and  will  certainly  carry  his  through  the  hard- 
est things  which  he  suffers  to  befall  them. 

Oh !  the  Lord  keep  all  in  his  pure  innocency,  out  of  the 
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eartibly,  oontrivixig  wisdom,  which  saitii,  Save  thyself  svoid 
thisdreadftil  brunt,  this  stroke  of  the  ctoes;  which  it  is 
easy  to  hearken  to,  if  the  mind  be  not  kept  to  that  eye 
and  that  wisdom,  which  discovers  the  tempter,  and  instract- 
eth  the  bird  to  escape  his  snare. 

My  dear  love  is  to  thee,  and  to  all  fidthfol  Friends.  The 
Lord  keep  yon  from  hearkening  to  the  enemy,  and  make 
you  faithful  to  him,  in  the  pure  innocency  and  heavenly 
wisdom  which  is  of  him ;  for  truth  triumphs  over  deceit, 
and  the  life  of  the  Lamb  on  the  cross,  reigns  and  trhunphs 
over  death:  glory  to  Him  who  hath  overcome  in  his  per- 
son, and  who  teaeheth  us  to  overcome,  through  &ith  in  his 
power, — and  from  the  overflowings  of  the  conquering  life 
in  our  hearts,  which  first  brings  down  that  which  is  con- 
traiy  to  truth,  and  then  reigns  in  the  truth. 

Thy  friend  in  the  love  which  never  dies,  and  ih  the  truth 
which  changes  not, 

L  P. 

Catflgrove, 
14th  of  Tenth  Month,  1670. 


To  EUZABETH  StONAR. 

Dear  Fribnd, 

I  am  sensible  that  the  Lord  hath  visited  thee  with  his 
power,  reaching  to  thy  heart  in  the  demonstration  of  his 
own  Spirit,  and  that  thy  heart  hath  answered,  and  s^d  in 
the  inward  of  thy  soul,  It  is  God's  truth  indeed.  Now  so 
far  as  God  hath  reached  to  thee,  so  fer  it  behooves  thee  to 
confess  him,  his  truth,  and  people  before  men,  and  to  give 
up  in  obedience  and  subjection  of  spirit  to  the  Lord.  And 
if  thou  say  in  the  simplicity  of  thy  heart,  to  any  that  have 
any  tenderness.  Thus  it  is  with  me;  I  believe  from  my 
heart  this  or  this  is  of  God;  what  shall  I  do?  shall  I  give 
up  in  obedience  thereto,  or  shall  I  disobey  the  Lord,  grieve 
his  Spirit,  and  wound  my  own  soul?  This  will  reach  that 
which  is  of  Gk)d  in  any;  and  this  will  wound  and  trouble 
that  which  is  not  of  God. 
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The  Lord  guide  tliee,  and  pity  thee,  and  help  thee  in  thy 
straits,  and  doubts,  aiid  tears,  and  troubles,  both  in  refer- 
ence to  thyself  and  niotlier.  God  is  my  witness,  whom  I 
serve  in  my  spirit,  in  the  gospel  of  his  Sou,  that  I  have  not 
sought  myself,  but  your  good;  and  that  not  of  myself 
either,  but  in  the'leadings  and  drawings  of  his  Holy  Spirit. 
And  I  gave  thy  husband  a  warning,  in  tnie  and  tender 
love;  though  I  knew  well  enough  how  hard  it  would  l)e 
to  his  spirit  in  its  present  state,  and  what  a  bitter  enemy  ho 
might  become  to  me  for  telling  him  the  truth.  I  did  it  not 
unadvisedly,  but  in  the  weiglit  of  my  spirit  before  tlie  Lord ; 
and  I  heartily  wish  that  he  were  not  deceived  in  heart  con- 
cerning his  o^yn  state,  but  truly  knew  it  as  it  is. 

Thv  souPs  true  and  sincere-heai'ted  friend. 


I.  I 


POSTSCRIPT. 

TJiere  is  light,  which  enlightens  the  soul,  or  it  i^emains 
in  darkness:  "Ye  were  darkness,"  said  the  apostle,  "but 
now  are  ye  light  in  the  Lord."  Xow  no  man  can  become 
light  in  the  Lord,  unless  his  nature  and  spirit  be  renewed, 
and  changed  out  of  darkness  into  light.  Now  the  question 
is,  what  this  light  is,  and  where  it  is  to  be  met  with.  Are 
the  Scriptures,  then,  this  light?  or  do  they  testify  of  this 
light?  If  they  testity  of  this  light,  then,  the  light  is  to  be 
come  to,  and  the  soul  to  be  enlightened  by  it.  And  ho 
that  comes  to  this  light,  and  is  enlightened  by  it,  and  walks 
in  the  pure  shinings  thereof,  he  becomes  a  child  of  light; 
but  he  that  is  not  enlightened  and  changed  by  it,  is  yet  a 
child  of  darkness,  notwithstanding  whatsoever  he  learns, 
professetli,  or  practiseth,  by  imitation  from  the  Scriptures. 
This  is  a  weighty  matter. 

Oh  come!  be  not  wedded  to  your  own  ways,  nor  preju- 
diced against  what  God  hath  taught  others;  but  let  tilings 
be  fairly  scanned,  that  all  things  may  be  proved,  and  that 
which  is  good  held  fast;  for  truth  will  ^not  lose  ground  by 
Vol.  n.—  46 
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being  tried;   but  darknesA  ie  afraid  of  th^  liglit,  becaase  it 
has  a  secret  sense  that  it  cannot  stand  before  it. 

L  P. 

lOth  of  Twelfth  Month,  Ui^d 


To 


The  enemy  kindles  a  great  distrefts  in  the  mind,  by  stir- 
ring up  an  earnest  desire,  and  a  sense  of  a  seeming  neees- 
ftity  to  knofc.  When  a  motion  ariseth,  how  shall  I  do,  to 
know  whether  it  be  of  God  or  no?  For  if  it  be  of  God,  it 
ought  to  1)0  obeyed;  and  if  it  be  not  of  God,  it  ought  to  be 
rosistcd;  but  what  shall  I  do,  who  cannot  tell  what  it  is? 
1'  must  of  necessity  fell,  either  into  disobedience  to  God's 
t^pirit,  or  into  the  snares  of  the  enemy.  Thus  the  enemy 
raiseth  up  a  strength  in  the  reasoning  part,  even  unanswer- 
able there.  But  what  if  it  were  better  for  thee,  at  present, 
to  be  darkened  about  these  things,  than  as  yet  to  know? 
</an  that  possibly  be?  will  the  strong  reason  readily,  say. 
Yes,  that  it  may,  in  many  respects.  There  is  somewhat 
else  would  live  and  be  acting  in  thee,  if  the  clear  and  heav- 
enly knowlc^lge  were  given ;  and  thou  wouldst  be  centring 
in  self,  that  which  thou  receivedst  from  God;  yea,  thou 
woaldst  miss  of  the  way  of  true  knowledge,  and  never  learn 
in  every  state  to  be  content,  nor  know  the  pure  way  and 
actings  of  life  in  such  a  state.  Truly,  this  is  not  the  way 
of  the  child's  knowing;  but  the  child  knows,  in  resignation 
and  subjection  of  its  very  knowledge;  and  if  there  appear 
over  so  great  a  neoessity  of  knowledge,  and  yet  knowledge 
be  not  given,  it  sinks  in  fear  and  humility,  into  the  will  of 
the  pure  seed;  and  there  somewhat  springs  up  (unknown 
to  the  natural  wisdom,  and  not  in  the  way  of  man's  wis- 
<lom),  which  at  seasons  preserves  and  bears  it  up  in  such  a 
state.  But  this  is  a  great  mj-stery;  yet  sensibly  experi- 
onced  by  the  true  travellers  at  this  day. 

Therefore  retire  out  of  all  necessities,  according  to  the 
apprehension  of  the  reasoning  mind;  and  judge  that  only 
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necessary,  which  Ood,  in  his  eternal  wisdom  and  love,  pro- 
portions out  nnto  ua  And  when  thou  coraest  hither,  thou 
wilt  come  to  thy  rest;  and  as  thou  abidest  here,  than  Wilt 
abide  in  thy  soul's  true  rest,  and  know  the  preciousness  of 
that  lesson,  and  of  whom  thou  ai*t  to  leani  it,  even  in  fray 
slate  to  be  content. 


To 


What  is  Paul?  what  is  ApoUois?  or  what  is  Cephas?  It 
is  one  and  the  same  pure  lite  and  word  of  power  whicli 
springs  in  all  the  holy  brethren,  wliom  God  hath  sanctifieil 
and  prepared  to  give  forth  the  sound  of  his  holy  trumpet. 
It  is  the  Lord  himself  who  gives  forth  the  true  and  certjiin 
sound:  great  is  the  company  of  those  whom  he  hath  chosen 
and  sent  forth  to  publish  it;  none  of  whom  cftn  be  despised 
in  their  message,  without  despising  Him  that  sent  them ; 
for  he  sends  forth  the  least  and  weakest,  as  well  as  tlu^ 
greatest. 

'  Oh,  take  heed  of  that  nature  and  f^pirit  in  thee  which  do- 
sires  and  seeks  after  a  sign!  It  is  the  evil  and  adulterons 
generation  which  seeks  after  a  sign.  But  wait  to  meet  with 
.that  inwardly,  which  changeth  the  heart,  and  renews  the 
mind  to  God;  which  teaeheth  to  love  the  Lord  God  with 
all  the  heart,  soul,  mind,  and  spirit,  that  so  tinu^  life  from 
and  in  him  may  be  witnessed.  And  as  for  being  as  one  of  «a^ 
.thou  must  be  formed  so  by  the  Lord,  by  being  inwardly 
changed  and  renewed  by  the  Spirit  and  power  of  the  Lonl, 
ore  thou  canst  witness  true  unity  with  us.  If  thou  feel  the 
principle  of  ti^uth  in  thy  own  heart,  and  in  that  know  and 
own  us,  and  so  come  among  us,  and  join  to  us  in  the  truth, 
and  keep  faithful  to  the  principle,  thou  wilt  never  be  in 
danger  of  leaving  us,  as  they  that  depart  from  the  principle 
in  their  own  hearts  may  soon  and  easily  do. 
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To— — -^-— 

Pkiend, 

Ilearkeu  to  a  word  of  advice  which  is  in  my  heart  to  thee; 
it  may  be  of  great  use  to  thee,  if  the  Lord  open  thy  spirit, 
and  cause  it  to  sink  in.     It. is  this: — 

Wait  on  the  Lord,  that  thou  mayst,  from  him,  feel  the 
right  limit  to  the  mind  in  reading  the  Scriptures;  for 
the  mind  of  man  is  busy  and  active,  willing  to  be  running 
beyond  its  bounds,  guessing  at  the  meaning  of  God's  Spirit, 
and  imagining  of  itself,  unless  the  Lord  limit  it  Therefore 
read  in  tear,  and  wait  understandingly  to  distinguish  be- 
tween G-od's  opening  to  thee  words  concerning  the  king- 
<lom,  and  the  things  of  the  kingdom,  and  thy  own  appre- 
hensions about  them ;  that  the  one  may  be  always  ca«t  by, 
and  the  other  always  embraced  by  thee.  And  always  wait 
God's  season :  ^o  not  presume  to  understand  a  thing,  before 
he  give  thee  the  understanding  of  it:  and  know  also,  that  he 
alone  is  able  to  preserve  the  true  sense  and  knowledge  in 
thee ;  that  thou  mayst  live  dependently  upon  him  for  thy 
knowledge,  and  never  *4ean  to  thy  own  understanding." 
Little  dost  thou  know  what  it  hath  cost  us,  to  have  our  own 
understanding  and  wisdom  broken  down ;  and  how  demon- 
stratively by  this  Spirit  the  Lord  opens  scriptures  to  us  (yea,  ^ 
the  things  themselves,  which  the  Scriptui'os  speak  of),  ever 
since  he  hath  taught  us  to  deny  our  own  understanding, 
and  to  lean  upon  his  Spirit  and  wisctom. 

The  Lord  guide  thee  by  his  certain,  infiiUible  Spirit,  into 
the  certain,  infallible,  everlasting  way  of  life,  that  by  the 
shinings  of  his  light,  Spirit,  and  power  in  thee,  thou  mayst 
see  light,  and  enjoy  life.  For  if  thou  didst  certainly  and  in- 
fallibly understand  all  the  words,  descriptions,  and  testinif)- 
nies  concerning  the  thing  in  the  Scriptures;  yet  it  is  one 
thing  to  understand  words^  testimonies,  and  descriptions; 
and  it  is  another  matter  to  understand,  know,  enjoy,  possess, 
and  live  in  thai  which  the  words  relate  to,  describe,  and 
bear  witness  of. 

And  friend,  if  thou  wilt  be  an  inward  Jew,  and  know  and 
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understand  the  laws  of  life,  the  laws  of  the  new  covenant, 
thou  must  read  them  in  those  tables,  where  God  writes 
them  in  and  by  the  new  covenant.  Indeed,  by  reading  in 
the  letter,  thou  mayst  read  testimonies  concerning  the  Spir- 
it and  his  ministration ;  but  thou  must  read  in  the  Spirit,  if 
ever  thou  come  rightly  to  undei'stand  the  letter.  And 
the  end  of  words  is  to  bring  men  to  the  knowledge  of 
tilings,  beyond  what  words  can  utter.  So  learn  of  the 
Lord  to  make  a  right  use  of  tlie  Scriptures,  which  is  by  es- 
teeming them  in  their  place,  and  prizing  thxii  above  them, 
which  is  above  them.  The  "eternal  life,"  the  Spirit,  the 
power,  the  founttin  of  living  waters,  the  everlasting,  pure 
well,  is  above  the  words  concerning  it.  This,  the  believer  is 
to  witness  in  himself,  and  to  draw  water  with  joy  out  of  it. 

L  r. 


To  THE  Friend  of  Francis  Fines. 

Friend, 

After  some  deej)  exercise  of  spirit  concerning  thee,  under 
great  grief  of  heart  for  thee,  I  felt  a  constraint  of  love,  forc- 
ing these  following  considerations  from  me,  to  lay  before 
thee. 

As  for  William  Penn,  thon  didst  not  make  mention  of 
him  to  me  in  thy  former  letter.  And  as  to  thy  charge  upon 
him,  that  he  denies  the  "Trinity,"  redemption  by  Christ's 
blood,  and  imputed  righteousness,  thou  mayst  r *ul  his 
apologj'  touching  those  things,  which  it  is  just  thou  shouldst 
seriously  weigh,  as  in  God's  sight;  and  then  perhaps  thou 
wilt  not  so  resolutely  charge  him  as  now  thou  dost. 

Christ  is  made  unto  us  righteousness,  by  faith  in  his 
blood,  and  by  faith  in  his  Spirit;  and  he  that  doth  not  be- 
lieve in  his  Spirit,  and  receives  not  instruction  and  help 
from  his  Spirit  to  believe,  cannot  believe  aright  in  his 
blood.  All  that  is  of  Christ  is  righteous;  all  that  is  of 
Christ,  the  righteous  and  holy  root,  is  righteous  and  holy, 
wherever  it  is  found.    And  by  Christ,  that  which  is  trulv 
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holy  and  righteous  is  brought  up  in  utJ,  and  we  foigiveu 
and  washed  from  our  ^ius  and  inii^uities  tor  his  name*:}  sake. 
And  the  receiving  of  the  pardon  of  mis  is  precious,  and  the 
bringing  forth  in  the  new  life  is  i)recious  also. 

I  am  satisfied  in  God's  Spirit,  that  that  which  I  have 
written  in  the  last  I  sent  to  thee,  is  the  sum  and  substance 
i)f  true  religion;  the  sum  and  substance  wliereof  doth  not 
stand  in  getting  a  notion  of  Christ's  rigliteousness,  but  in 
feeling  the  power  of  the  endless  life,  receiving  the  power, 
and  being  changed  by  the  power.  And  where  Christ  is, 
fhcre  is  his  righteousness.  lie  that  hath  the  Son  hath  life 
and  righteousness;  but  he  that  hath  noli,  the  Son  hath  not 
life  nor  righteousness.  And  where  Christ  is  not,  there  U 
not  his  righteousness;  but  only  a  notion  thereof,  from  ap- 
[nehensions  formed  out  of  the  Scriptures  by  man's  wisdom, 
which  should  be  destroyed.  I  would  not  have  thy  knowl- 
4ulge  here,  nor  thy  standing  here,  nor  tliy  faith  here;  but 
in  the  truth  and  life  itself.* 

Christ  was  anointed  and  sent  of  God,  a  Saviour,  to  de- 
stroy tlie  works  of  the  devil,  to  break  down  all  rule  and  au- 
thority contrary  to  God  in  man ;  for  his  work  is  in  the  heart. 
There  he  quickens,  there  he  miseth,  there  he  brings  into 
death  that  which  is  to  die,  raising  the  seed  immortal,  and 
lu'ingiiig  the  creature  into  subjection  to  it.  Xow,  to  feci 
the  power  that  doth  this,  and  to  feel  this  wrought  by  the 
l>ower,  this  is  far  beyond  all  talk  about  justification  and 
righteousness.  Hither  would  I  have  thee  come,  out  of  the 
talk,  (fct  of  the  outwardness  of  knowledge,  into  the  thing 
itself,  and  into  the  trueness  of  the  new  and  living  knowl- 
edge, which  is  witnessed  here. 

There  is  a  power  in  Christ  to  mortify  and  overcome  sin 
iii  the  very  root;  it  is  not  however  overcome,  but  in  the  re- 
vealing of  this  power;  nor  is  tlie  soul  justified,  but  iii  and 
by  the  working  of  this  power.  So  that  justification  is  not 
the  first  tlung,  but  the  power  of  life,  in  and  through  which 
(revealed  in  Christ)  the  soul  is  both  justified  and  sanctified, 
through  the  working  of  the  &ith,  which  is  from  the  power. 
And  here  aalvatioB  lA&lt.uigh  indeed,  to  those  that  truly 
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fear  the  Lord;  and  glor}*  dwells  iu  the  land  which  he  hath 
redeemed.  Tliere,  mercy  and  truth  do  indeed  meet  to- 
gether, and  righteouBuesa  and  peace  kisij  each  other.  Yea, 
truth,  there,  spring*  out  of  the  eartli,  and  righteousness 
looks  down  from  heaven,  &c.  And  here,  the  heavenly  place 
in  Christ  is  sat  down  in,  towards  which  is  the  travel  of  the 
disciple.  For  saith  Christ  to  his  disciples,  "I  go  to  prepare 
u  place,''  and  ''I  will  come  again,"  aad  translate  you  thither. 
But  the  disciples  do  not  come  to  this  place  hefore  their 
travel,  or  hefore  any  works  of  rigliteousness  which  God 
hath  wrought  in  them. 

Therefore  he  that  will  be  jiistilied  by  Ilim  must  abide  in 
tlie  faith,  where  the  justification  is.  The  Father  justifies 
what  is  of  his  own  life  in  the  Son,  and  the  Son  in  his  life; 
and  the  Son  justifies  what  is  of  the  Father  in  us  (what  is  of 
the  Father's  nature,  the  Father  s  spirit,  the  Father's  life), 
and  justifies  us  from  that,  by  his  blood,  from  which  we  can- 
not otherwise  be  justified.  Oh;  how  precious  it  is,  to  see 
and  feel  this  in  the  true  light,  where  the  blood  of  Christ 
uleanseth  from  all  sin !  Hero  is  no  covenant  for  us  of  our- 
selves to  perform;  but  the  true  selt-denial  is  witnessed, 
•wherein  the  covenant  is  performed;  and  Christ  the  life, 
C'hrist  the  power,  CUirist  the  righteousness  and  wisdom  of 
(Sod,  working  all  iu  us;  and  we  gathered  into  him,  and  liv- 
ing and  working  in  him,  by  the  faith  which  is  of  him.  And 
here  is  free-will  indeed,  even  of  the  will  which  was  bound 
and  captivated  before.  And  here  is  the  election  known, 
which  obtains;  and  the  obedience  and  svfferinga  of  Christy  not 
looked  upon  as  superfluous,  but  highly  prized,  and  looked 
upon  ari  of  inestimable  value. 

Do  we  cry  up  works  against  the  workman?  man's  gnjce 
and  righteousness  against  God's?  conformity  to  Christ 
against  Christ?  or  make  a  Christ,  a  righteousness,  a  Sav- 
iour of  our  conformity?  Oh!  how  wilt  thou  do,  when 
God  shall  plead  with  thee  for  these  things?  Also  that 
charge  of  thine  on  us,  that  we  deny  the  person  of  Christ, 
and  make  him  nothing  but  a  light  or  notion,  a  principle  in 
the  licart  of  man,  \^  very  unjust  and  untrue;  for  we  own 
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that  appearance  of  him  in  his  body  of  flesh,  his  sufferings 
and  death,  and  his  sitting  at  the  Father*8  right  liand  in 
glorj' :  but  then  we  affirm,  that  there  is  no  true  knowledge 
of  him,  or  union  with  him,  but  is  the  seed  or  principle  of 
liis  ^fc  in  the  heart;  and  that  therein  he  appears,  subdues 
sin,  and  reigns  over  it,  in  those  that  understand  and  submit 
to  the  teaching  and  government  of  his  Spirit. 

But  we  cannot  set  the  manhood  above  the  life,  and  make 
Oiat  the  main  or  cliicf  in  the  work  of  redemption,  and  tlie 
life  and  Spirit  of  his  Godhead  but  supporting,  enabling,  and 
tarrying  him  up  in  that  great  undertakiug. 

Consider,  I  pray  thee,  if  what  thou  sayest  be  not  contrary 
to  the  Scriptures?  AVas  the  work  laid  by  the  Father  upon 
the  jnankoal,  or  upon  the  »Sbw,  who,  in  the  life  Snd  by  the 
life,  was  "mighty  to  save*'?  Who  took  up  the  manho(KVt 
Was  it  not  the  Son'i  "Lo!  I  come,'*  saith  he,  "a  boily  ha.st 
thou  prepared  me.''  And  was  it  not  hc^  that  laid  down  hi:? 
glory,  and  n>ade  himself  6f  no  reputation,  but  came  in  the 
form  of  a  servant  (took  upon  him  man's  nature) — did  not 
he  do  the  work  in  man's  nature?  Did  not  the  eternal  Spirit 
sanctify  the  body  in  the  womb?  Did  not  the  eternal  Power 
act  in  him  all  along?  Yea,  did  not  the  eternal  Spirit  offer 
the  body  to  God  as  a  sacriiice?  For  the  manhood  would 
tain  have  avoided  the  cup  ("Father,  if  it  be  possible,  let  thJ!^ 
cup  pass  from  me ! "),  but  the  Spirit  taught  him  to  be  subject 
.to  the  will  of  the  Father  herein.  So  that  his  giving  up  to 
death  was  rather  to  be  attributed  to  his  eternal  Spirit  than 
to  his  manhood;  for  thai  was  the  chief  in  the  work,  and  not 
merely  assistant  to  him.  And  doth  not  Christ  confess  as 
much  to  his  Father,  when  he  saith,  "I  have  glorified  thee 
on  the  earth,  I  have  finished  the  work  which  thou  gavest 
me  to  do;  and  now,  O  Father!  glorify  thou  me  with  tin- 
own  self,  with  the  glory  which  I  had  with  thee  before  the 
world  was."  Though  yve  are  willing  to  honor  the  manhood 
of  Christ,  with  the  honor  which  the  Father  hath  honored  it 
with;  yet  we  cannot  honor  it  in  the  first  place,  and  attribute 
redemption  to  it  in  the  first  place,  making  the  Spirit  and 
life  of  God  but  supporting,  assisting,  and  carrjing  on  there- 
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in.  For  "Sod  was  in  GhriBt,"  and  it  wa$  hid  pow^l^  Ijfe, 
mid  virtue  did  all  in  him,  as  it  is  a  ineasQre  of  the  Mme  life 
which  doth  all  iti  us;  in  which  measure  we  partake  of  hiis 
death,  and  not  only  so,  but  also  of  his  life  and  resurrection. 
For  he  is  "the  resurrection  and  the  life,"  (which  wo  cannot 
deny)  and  if  by  his  death  we  be  reconciled  to  Gk)d,  "mudi 
more  shall  we  be  saved  by  his  life."  And  if  righteousness 
be  i-ovealed  in  us,  impiited  to  us,  and  we  partake  of  it,  as  we 
come  into  his  death;  much  more  shall  we  partake  of  it,  as 
we  come  into  his  life. 

It  is  pi^ecious  indeed  to  hear  of  Christ  without;  but  it  is 
more  precious  to  feel  him  within ;  where  the  wisdom  of  our 
Solomon,  his  love,  his  riches,  his  treasures  of  life,  and  the 
j^lory  of  his  kingdom,  and  oixler  of  his  fiamily,  and  food  of 
Ills  children  and  of  his  servants,  are  witnessed  and  revealed 
on  his  holy  mountain;  where  he  makes  the  feast  of  fat 
things  to  his,  where  the  bread  and  wine  of  the  kingdom  is 
eaten  and  drunk  abundantly,  and  the  streams  of  the  river  ot 
liis  own  pleasures  water  his  garden  and  refresh  his  heritage. 

I  have  looked  over  all  the  scriptures  quoted  by  thee,  and 
iind  not  one  of  them  proving  the  thing  thou  assertest;  that 
is,  attributing  redemption  properly  to  the  manhood,  and 
consequently  improperly,  in  the  second  place,  only  as  an 
assistant,  to  tlie  Spirit  and  life  of  the  Godhead.  But  if  thou 
wouldst  rightly  distinguish,  it  wei^e  more  proper  to  make 
the  Word  (or  Life,  which  was  in  the  beginning)  the  agent, 
which  did  all;  and  that  body  which  the  Father -prepared 
and  sanctified,  the  form  of  a  sei*vant  or  garment,  in  and 
through  which  the  life,  being  clothed  with  it,  did  act.  Now, 
the  Jews  did  disdain  Christ,  as  a  man,  in  that  his  low  ap- 
pearance: therefore  is  the  glory  still  given  to  "the  man 
Christ  Jesus;"  but  not  to  take  the  honor  from  the  Son, 
who  was  God,  and  who  saved  by  his  Godhead,  by  the  life, 
virtue,  and  power  thereof.  "I,  even  I,  am  the  Lord,"  saith 
Jehovah,  "and  beside  me  there  is  no  Saviour."  The  Word 
eternal,  which  mode  all,  redeemeth  all  that  are  redeemed: 
that  body  of  flesh  was  that  wherein  he  appeared.  And  so 
what  he  did  in  it  was  attributed  to  his  manhood  (and  the 
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man  Ohrist  Jesus  did  all  that  is  attributed  to  him  in  the 
Scriptures),  but  not  in  the  first  place: — ^thns  I  speak  for  thy 
sake,  and  sometimes,  upon  necessity,  to  help  to  scatter  the 
darkness  which  is  seated  in  men's  minds  in  this  particular, 
which  is  very  gross;  many  men  having  heaped  nnto  them- 
selves dark  mountains,  from  their  own  iraa^nings  and 
conceivings,  upon  which  they  stumble:  and  so  reading  the 
Scriptures  out  of  the  pure  life  wherein  they  were  written, 
they  gather  not  the  true  food,  but  food  of  their  own  imagin- 
ing and  inventing  therefrom ;  and  so  their  table  becomes 
their  Inare. 

And  whereas  thou  ehargest  us  with  making  Christ  only 
a  pattern,  not  a  Saviour; — indeed,  it  is  not  so  in  God's  sight ; 
for  we  own  Christ  to  be  a  Saviour:  but  we  lay  the  main 
stress  upon  the  life,  which  took  upon  it  the  manhood.  And 
that  life,  wherever  it  appears,  is  of  a  saving  nature,  and 
doth  save:  the  least  measure  of  it  is  of  the  nature  of  tho 
rock,  and  he  proves  a  rock  to  them  tliat  feel  him,  and 
whose  minds  are  staid  upon  him.  Yet  none,  in  the  measure 
of  this  life,  can  deny  the  appearance  of  the  fulness  of  life  in 
that  body  of  flesh,  and  what  he  did  therein  towards  the  re- 
demption and  salvation  of  mankind. 

0  pure,  spotless  Lamb  of  God!  how  precious  was  thy 
sacrifice  in  the  eye  of  the  Father  I  how  acceptable  a  ransom 
for  all  mankind!  For  in  the  free,  full,  and  universal  love 
of  the  Father,  "he  tasted  death  for  everv  man." 

I.  P. 


To  TMK  Lady  Coxway. 

Dear  FitiEKn, 

As  I  was  lately  retired  in  spirit  and  waiting  upon  the 
Lord,  having  a  sense  on  me  of  thy  long,  sore,  and  deep 
affliction  and  distress;  there  arose  a  seriptQre  in  tny  heart 
to  lay  before  thee;  namely,  Heb.  xii.  5,  6,  7,  which,  I  en- 
treat th^e,  to  call  for  a  Bible  and  bear  read,  before  thou 
ppoceedest  to  what  follows. 
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O  my  friend!  after  it  hath  pleaded  the  Lord  in  tender 
mercy  to  visit  us,  and  turn  our  mhids  from  the  world  and 
ourselves  towards  him,  and  to  heget  and  nourish  that  which 
is  pure  and  living,  of  himself,  in  iis;  yet  notwithstanding 
this,  there  remains  somewhat  at  first,  yea,  and  perhaps  for 
a  long  time,  which  is  to  he  searched  out  by  the  light  of  the 
Lord,  and  brought  down  and  subdued  by  his  afflicting  hand. 
When  there  is,  indeed,  somewhat  of  a  holy  will  formed  in 
the  day  of  God's  power;  and  the  soul,  in  some  measure, 
begotten  and  brought  forth  to  live  to  God,  in  the  heavenly 
wisdom;  yet  all  the  earthly  will  and  wisdom  is  not  there- 
by presently  removed;  but  there  are  hidden  things,  of  the 
old  nature  and  spirit,  still  remaining;  which,  perhaps,  ap- 
pear not,  but  sink  inward  into  their  root,  that  they  may 
save  their  life ;  which  man  cannot  possibly  find  out  in  bis 
own  heart,  but  as  the  Lord  reveals  them  to  him.  But  how 
doth  the  Lord  find  them  out?  Oh  consider!  his  "fire  is  in 
Zion,  and  his  furnace  in  Jerusalem."  By  his  casting  into 
the  furnace  of  affliction,  the  fii'e  searcheth.  The  deep,  sore, 
distressing  affliction,  which  rends  and  tears  the  very  in- 
wards, finds  out  both  the  seed  and  the  chaff,  purifying  the 
pure  gold  and  consuming  the  dross;  and  then,  at  length, 
the  quiet  state  is  witnessed,  and  the  quiet  fruit  of  righteous- 
ness brought  forth,  by  the  searching  and  consuming  nature 
and  operation  of  the  fire.  Oh  that  thj'  soul  may  be  tried 
unto  \actory  over  all  that  is  not  of  the  pure  life  in  thee  I 
and  that  thou  mayest  wait  to  feel  the  pure  seed,  |r  measure 
of  life  in  thee,  and  die  into  the  seed,  feeling  deani  unto  all 
that  is  not  of  the  seed  in  thee  I  and  that  thou  mayest  feel 
life,  healing,  refreshment,  support,  and  comfort  from  the 
God  of  thy  life,  in  the  seed ; — and  nowhere  else,  nor  at  any 
time,  but  as  the  Lord  pleaseth  to  administer  it  to  thee 
there.  Oh !  the  Lord  guide  thee  daily,  and  keep  thy  mind 
to  him;  at  least,  looking  towai'ds  the  holy  place  of  the 
springing  of  his  life  and  power  in  thy  heart.  Look  unto 
him.  Help,  pity,  salvation,  will  arise  in  his  due  time;  but 
it  will  notarise  from  any  thing  thou  canst  do  or  think;  and 
faith  will  spring,  and  patience  be  given,  and  hope  in  the 
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tender  Tather  of  mercy,  and  a  meek  and  qaiet  spirit  will 
be  i^atnessed;  and  the  Ijamb's  nature  springing  up  and 
opening  in  thee,  from  his  precious  seed,  which  will  excel 
in  hature,  kind,  degree,  and  virtue,  all  the  fiiith,  patience, 
liope,  meekness,  &c.,  which  thou,  or  any  else,  otherwise  can 
attain  unto.  Oh!  look  not  at  thy  pain  or  sorrow,  how 
great  soever;  but  look  fixim  them,  look  ofF  them,  look  be- 
yond them,  to  the  Deliverer!  whose  iK)wer  is  over  them, 
and  whose  loving,  w^ise,  and  tender  Spirit  is  able  to  do 
thee  good  by  them.  And  if  the  outtrard  afflictions  work 
out  an  exceeding  weight  of  glorj%  oh  what  shall  the  inward 
ilo  for  those,  who  are  humbly,  brokenly,  and  fiuthfiilly  ex- 
ercised before  the  Lord  }>y  them !  Oh !  wait  to  feel  the 
seed,  and  the  crj-  of  thy  soul  in  the  breathing  life  of  the 
seed,  to  its  Father,  with  its  sweet,  kindly,  and  natural  sub- 
jection to  him.  And  wait  for  the  risings  of  the  power  in 
thy  heart,  in  the  Father's  seasons,  and  for  faith  in  the 
power;  that  thou  mayst  feel  inward  healing,  of  all  the  in- 
ward wounds  which  the  Lord  makes  in  thy  soul,  through 
his  love  to  thee  for  thy  good. 

If  thou  wilt  receive  the  kingdom  that  cannot  be  shaken, 
thou  must  wait  to  have  that  discovered  in  thee,  which  may 
l>e  shaken;  and  the  Lord  arising  terribly  to  shake  the 
earth,  and  it  removed  out  of  its  place  as  a  cottage,  and  the 
heavens  also  rolled  up  like  a  scroll.  And  while  the  LoitI 
is  doing  this,  he  will  be  hiding  thee  in  the  hollow  of  his 
hand  (thjgpaind  still  retiring  to  the  seed),  and  will,  in  tliese 
troublesome  and  dismal  times,  inwardly  be  forming  tlie  new 
heavens  and  the  new  earth,  wherein,  when  they  are  brought 
forth  and  established,  dwells  righteousness.  *  The  Lord 
lea<l  thee,  day  by  day,  in  the  right  way,  and  keep  thy  mind 
rftaid  upon  him,  in  whatever  befalls  thee;  that  the  l)elief 
of  his  love  and  hope  in  his  mercy,  when  thou  art  at  the 
lowest  ebb,  may  keep  up  thy  head  above  the  billows;  and 
that  thou  mayst  go  on  in  the  disciple's  state,  learning  right- 
eousness and  holiness  of  Ilim,  who  teachetli  to  deny  and 
put  off  unholiness  and  unrighteousness,  and  to  know,  em- 
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brace  and  put  on  newness  of  life,  and  the  holiness  and 
righteousness  thereof. 

The  Lord  God  of  my  life  be  with  thee,  i)reser\nng  and 
ordering  thy  heart  for  the  great  day  of  his  U)ve  and  mercy; 
which  will  come  in  the  appointed  season,  when  the  heart 
is  fully  exercised  and  fitted  by  the  Lord  for  it,  and  will  not 
tarry. 

L  P. 
To 

Dear  Friekd, 

Thy  condition  cannot  but  be  weak  and  dark,  until  the  light 
of  life  arise  in  thee,  and  the  power  of  the  Lord  overcom*e 
and  subdue  the  poM'er  of  darkness,  which  strives  to  keep 
t}ie  seed  of  life  in  the  grave  and  bonds  of  death. 

It  is  the  Lord's  mercy,  to  give  thee  breathings  after  life, 
and  cries  unto  him  against  that  which  oppresseth  thee;  and 
happy  wilt  thou  be,  when  he  shall  fill  thy  soul  with  that 
which  he  hath  given  thee  to  breathe  after.  Only  let  thy 
heart  wait  for  strength  to  trust  him  with  the  season;  for 
his  long  tarrying  is  thy  salvation,  and  the  destruction  of 
those  enemies,  which,  while  any  strength  remains  in  them, 
will  never  suffer  thee  and  thy  God  to  dwell  uninterruptedly 
together.  Therefore  they  must  needs  die,  and  He  who 
hath  tlie  power  to  kill  them,  knows  the  way;  which,  to  the 
appearing  of  thy  sense,  will  be  as  if  he  meant  to  kill  the 
life  of  ihu  souL  and  not  of  ihcm.  But  lie  still  *under  his 
hand,  and  be  content  to  be  unable  to  judge  concerning  his 
wa3's  and  workings  in  thy  heart;  and  thou  shalt  at  times 
feel  an  in\^rd  leaven  of  life  from  his  Holy  Spirit,  whereby 
he  will  change  and  transform  thy  spirit  into  his  likeness, 
in  some  measure,  for  the  present.  And  though  it  be 
quickly  gone  again,  and  the  whole  land  so  overspread  with 
enemies,  that  there  is  no  sight  of  I'edemption  or  the  Re- 
deemer left,  but  the  soul  in  a  worse  condition  than  before ; 
vet  be  not  troubled:  for  if  troubles  abound,  and  there  bo 
tossing,  and  storms,  and  tempests,  and  no  peace,  nor  any 
thing  visible  left  to  support;  yet  lie  still,  and  sink  beneath. 
Vol,  n.—  47 
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till  a  secret  hope  stir,  which  will  stay  the  heart  in  the  midst 
of  all  these,  until  the  Lord  administer  comfort,  who  knows 
how  and  what  relief  to  give  to  the  wearj^  traveller,  that 
knows  not  where  it  is,  nor  which  way  to  look,  nor  where  to 
expect  a  path. 

How  shall  I  speak  to  thee,  how  shall  I  mourn  over  thee? 
Oh  that  thou  mayest  be  upheld  to  the  day  of  God*8  mercy 
to  thy  soul !  and  be  gathered,  out  of  all  such  knowledge,  as 
thou  canst  comprehend  or  contain  in  what  is  natural,  into 
the  feeling  of  life;  that  thou  mayest  know  the  difterence, 
between  living  upon  somewliat  received  from  God,  and 
liaving  God  live  with  thee,  and  administer  life  to  thee  at 
his  pleasure;  thou  being  kept  in  the  nothingness,  empti- 
ness, poverty,  and  perfect  resignation  of  spirit. 

This  counsel  is  to  thee,  through  a  poor,  weak  vessel, 

LP. 


To 


Who  is  able  to  undergo  the  crosses  and  afflictions,  either 
inward  or  outward,  which  befall  those,  whom  God  draws 
out  of  the  spirit  of  this  world  and  path  of  destruction,  into 
the  way  of  eternal  rest  and  peace?  Yet  the  Lord  is  able 
to  uphold  that  which  feels  its  weakness,  and  daily  waits  on 
him  for  support  under  the  heaviness  of  the  cross. 

I  know,  dear  heart,  thy  outward  trials  cannot  but  be 
sharp  and  bitter ;  and  I  know  also,  that  the  Lord  is  able  to  sus- 
tain thee  under  them,  and  cause  thee  to  stand  tliy  ground; 
that  tliou  give  not  advantage  to  that  spirit^  which  hereby 
would  draw  from  the  Lord,  and  from  the  way  of  life  and 
happiness.  Oh  that  thou  couldst  dwell  in  the  knowledge 
and  sense  of  this!  even  that  the  Lord  beholds  thy  suffer- 
ings with  an  eye  of  pity;  and  is  able  not  only  to  uphold 
thee  under  them,  but  also  to  do  thee  good  by  them;  and  to 
bring  forth  that  life  and  wisdom  in  thee  by  means  thereof, 
to  whieh  he  will  give  dominion  over  that  spirit  which 
grieves  and  afflicts  thee,  in  his  due  season.     Therefore 
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grieve  not  at  thy  lot,  be  not  discontented,  took  not  out  at 
the  hardness  of  thy  condition ;  but  when  the  Btomi  and 
matters  of  vexation  are  sharp,  look  up  to  liim  who  can  give 
meekness  and  patience,  can  lift  up  thy  head  over  all,  and 
cause  thy  life  to  grow  and  be  a  gainer  by  all.  If  the  Lord 
God  did  not  help  us  by  his  mighty  arm,  how  often  should 
we  fall  and  perish !  and  if  the  Lord  God  help  thee  propor- 
tionably  to  thy  condition  of  aflflictian  and  distress,  thou 
wilt  have  no  cause  to  complain,  but  to  bless  his  name.  lie 
is  exceedingly  good,  and  gracious,  and  tender-hearted,  and 
doth  not  desi)ise  the  afflictions  of  the  afflicted,  for  .his 
name's  sake,  in  any  kind. 

This  is  in  tender  love  towards  thee,  with  breathings  to 
my  Father,  that  his  pleasant  jilant  may  not  be  crushed  in 
thee,  by  the  foot  of  pride  and  violeiice;  but  may  overgrow 
it,  and  flourish  the  more  because  of  it. 

From  thy  truly  loving  friend  in  the  truth,  and  for  the 

truth's  sake, 

I.  P. 


To 


It  is  of  the  infinite  mercy  and  compassion  of  the  Lord, 
that  his  pure  love  visiteth  any  of  us ;  and  it  is  by  the  pres- 
ervation thereof  alone,  that  we  stand.  If  He  leave  us  at 
any  time,  but  one  moment,  what  are  we?  and  who  is  there 
tliat  provoketh  Ilim  not  to  depart?  Let  htm  throw  the 
first  stone  at  him  that  falls. 

In  the  truth  itself,  in  the  living  power  and  virtue,  there 
is  no  oiFeilte ;  but  that  part  which  is  not  perfectly  redeemed, 
hath  still  matter  for  the  temptation  to  work  upon,  and 
may  be  taken  in  the  snare.  Let  him  that  stands,  take  heed 
lest  he  fall ;  and  in  the  bowels  of  pity,  mourn  over  and  wait 
for  the  restoring  of  him  that  is  fallen.  That  which  is  so 
apt  to  be  offended,  is  the  same  with  that  which  falls.  Oh ! 
do  not  reason  in  the  high-mindedness,  against  any  that 
turn  aside  from  the  pure  Guide;  but  fear,  lest  the  unbeliev- 
ing and  fleshly-wise  part  get  up  in  thee  also.    Oh  know  the 
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weakness  of  tlie  creature  in  the  withdrawings  of  the  life! 
and  the  strength  of  the  enemy  in  that  hour!  and  the  free 
grace  and  mercy  which  alone  can  preserve!  and  thou  wilt 
rather  wonder  that  any  standi  than  that  some  fall. 

Wlien  the  pure  springs  of  life  open  in  the  heart,  immedi- 
ately the  enemy  watchetli  his  opportunity  to  get  entrance ; 
and  many  times  finds  entmnce  soon  after — the  soul  little 
fearing  or  suspecting  him,  having  lately  felt  such  mighty, 
unconquerable  strength;  and  yet,  how  often  then  doth  he 
get  in,  and  smite  the  life  down  to  the  ground !  and  what 
may  he  not  do  with  the  creature,  unless  the  Lord  gra- 
ciously help ! 

Oh!  great  is  the  mystery  of  godliness,  the  way  of  life 
narrow,  the  travel  to  the  land  of  rest  long,  hard,  and  sharp ; 
it  is  easy  miscarrying,  it  is  easy  stepping  aside  at  any  time; 
it  is  easy  losing  the  Lord's  glorious  presence;  unless  the 
defence  about  it,  by  his  Almighty  arm,  be  kept  up.  There 
is  a  time  for  the  Lord's  toking  down  the  fence  from  his 
own  vineyard,  because  of  transgression,  and  then  the  wild 
boar  may  easily  break  in.  Ah!  who  tastes  not  of  this  in 
some  measure?  and  what  hinders,  that  he  taste  not  of  it  in 
a  greater  measure  ? 

Ah !  turn  in  from  the  fleshly  wisdom  and  reasonings, 
unto  the  pure  river  of  life  itself;  and  wait  there,  to  have 
that  judged  which  hath  taken  oifence;  lest,  if  it  grow 
stronger  in  thee,  it  draw  thee  from  the  life,  which  alone  is 
able  to  preserve  thee;  and  so  thou  also  fall. 

This  is  in  dear  love  to  thee:  retire  from  that  part  which 
looketh  out,  and  feel  the  inward  virtue  of  that  which  can 
restore  and  preserve  thee.  • 

I.  P. 


To  Widow  IIbmmings* 

My  dear  Friskd, 

Whom  I  have  always  truly  and  faithfully  loved  as  in  the 
sight  of  the  Lord,  and  to  whom  my  love  in  the  Lord  still 
continues. 
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Since  I  beard  of  thy  illness  and  weakness,  by  M.  S., 
whom  I  desired  to  visit  thee,  I  have  had  an  earnest  desire 
to  see  thee;  and  have  been  considering  bow  to  effect  it, 
but  cannot  with  any  convenience  at  present,  as  my  friend 
T.  E.,  the  bearer  hereof,  can  further  inform  thee.  But  the 
desires  of  ray  heart  to  the  God  of  my  life  are,  that  he 
would  give  thee  a  visit  in  his  tender  pity,  and  guide  and 
help  thee  to  stjiy  thy  mind  *  upon  liimself,  in  his  most  pre- 
cious truth;  of  which  he  hath  not  only  given  thee  a  taste, 
but,  many  times,  a  full  sense  and  experience. 

0  my  dear  friend !  that  nothing  might  come  between  thy 
soul  and  God's  truth;  that  thy  comfort,  peace,  and  joy 
might  be  full,  and  that  thou  niightst  lay  down  thy  head 
quietly  in  the  bosom  of  Him  who  loves  thee,  and  accepts 
the  sincere  desires  of  thy  heart  towards  him;  as  I  have  al- 
ways told  thee,  and  as  is  still  true  concerning  thee.  Mind 
not  temptations  nor  accusations,  nor  the  many  noises  the 
enemy  Avill  make  in  thee  and  against  thee,  to  the  Lord ; 
but  wait  to  feel  truth  and  life  springing  in  thy  heart  from 
the  holy  well,  and  to  hear  the  still  voice  of  the  Spirit  of  the 
Lord;  and  he  will  testify  his  love  to  thee,  and  speak  peace. 

Oh !  the  tender  bowels  of  my  heavenly  Father,  relieve 
thee;  and  p:athcr  thee,  inwardly  in  thither,  and  preserve 
thee  there,  where  the  enemy  cannot  break  in  upon  thee. 
Look  not  upon  thy  sins,  even  since  thou  Irnst  known 
the  truth,  wherein  thou  mightest  have  met  with  strength 
against  and  presen-ation  from  sin,  and  have  been  in  some 
measure  blessed  by  the  Lord ;  but  wait  to  feel  somewhat 
inwardly,  wherein  God  appears  and  breathes,  and  gathers, 
and  receives,  and  eases  of  the  loads,  fears,  doubts,  troub- 
les, temptations,  and  accusations,  &c. ;  and  the  Lord  God 
of  my  life  and  tender  mercies,  which  he  hath  made  sure  to 
my  soul  in  the  everlasting  covenant,  give  thee  solid  peace 
and  consolation  in  the  Bon  of  his  love,  through  the  measure 
of  his  grace  and  truth  springing  in  thy  heart,  and  staying 
thy  mind  upon  him. 

Oh !  feel  the  seed,  and  the  faith  which  springs  from  the 

47* 
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seed,  which  gives  victory  over  the  enemy,  and  all  his  mys- 
terious workings  in  the  heart. 

Thy  friend,  in  the  truest  and  most  sincere  love, 

L  P. 


To  Catherine  Tordage. 

Friend, 

In  truth  of  heart  and  tender  love  to  thee,  it  is  with  me 
to  return  answers  to  tlie  chief  passages  of  thy  letter,  as 
briefly  as  I  may. 

It  hatli  not  been  my  work,  to  bring  thee  out  of  esteem  or 
into  esteem  of  persons.  The  Lord  guide  tliee  into  true 
Judgment,  and  keep  thee  out  of  judging,  except  so  far  as 
tliat  is  raised  in  thee,  which  the  Lord  maketh  able  to  judge. 
!>utl  have  known  several,  who  have  spoken  most  glori- 
ously and  ravishingly,  as  to  the  Scriptures,  opening  things 
i'ven  to  admiration,  who  have. been  out  of  the  mystery  of 
truth;  and  who  have  sparkled  with  the  light  and  life  of  a 
wrong  spirit,  though  they  themselves  knew  it  not  to  be  so. 

It  is  better  with  him  who  feels  his  unwillingness,  and 
waits  to  be  made  willing  by  the  Lord,  than  with  him  who 
thinks  he  is  willing,  and,  upon  his  own  search,  finds  and 
judges  himself  to  be  so.  I  have  thought  I  had  been  willing 
in  several  cases;  and  that,  if  the  Lord  would  have  showed 
lue  his  will,  I  should  have  obeyed;  which  I  found  to  be 
otherwise,  when  the  Lord  came  to  lay  the  law  of  his  Spirit 
and  life  upon  me.  This  I  am  sure  of;  there  is  that  in  thee, 
which  is  not  willing  to  be  impoverished,  and  I  cannot  say 
concerning  thee,  as  in  God's  sight,  that  thou  ast  yet  separ- 
ated from  it.  Now,  while  it  is  in  thee,  it  will  be  working 
in  a  mystery  of  deceivableness,  hidden  from  thy  heart, 
which  thou  canst  not  possibly  discern,  but  as  the  8ee<l  is 
raised,  and  the  pure  light  shines  in  thee.  Thou  mayest 
easily  thiuk  better  of  thyself  than  indeed  it  is  with  thee; 
but  it  is  hard  for  thee,  in  this  thy  present  state,  to  know 
what  and  how  thou  art  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord. 

Thou  slialt  know  the  tenderness  and  melting  compassion 
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of  the  Lord,  when  that  is  broken  down  in  thee,  towards 
which  his  tenderness  is  not,  and  that  raised  up  in  thee  and 
thy  mind  joined  to  it,  towards  which  his  tenderness  is;  but 
great  and  subtle  workings  are  there  in  thy  mind,  from  the 
enemy,  against  God's  truth,  which  thou  dost  not  discern 
and  eschew,  but  rather  embrace,  as  if  they  were  true  and 
precious.  K  that  tenderness  were  ministered  to  thee,  either 
from  God  immediately,  or  from  us,  which  thou  expectest 
and  desirest  (perhaps  thinking  thy  state  is  wronged  in  not 
being  so  dealt  with),  it  might  soon  destroy  thee,  and  that 
tor  ever. 

Thus,  in  great  plainness,  have  I  written  to  thee,  and  be- 
seech thee  to  be  willing,  or  rather  to  look  up  to  the  Lord 
to  make  thee  willing,  to  have  the  wound  kept  open  in  thee, 
which  the  condition  and  state  of  thy  soul  needs;  that, it 
may  be  thoroughly  searched,  and  that  which  is  for  judg- 
ment judged  and  destroyed;  and  so  thy  soul  everlastingly 
saved  by  the  everlasting  Physician,  who  is  wise  and  skilful 
in  ministering  both  judgment  and  mercy  to  every  one,  ac- 
cording to  their  need. 

Thy  friend  in  true,  faithful,  and  unfeigned  love  and  ten- 
derness, 

I.  r. 

2yUi  of  rirst  Month,  1071. 


To  Catherine  Pordaqe. 

Friend, 

I  obser\'ed  yesterday,  that  thou  didst  own  the  light  to  be 
the  principle  of  life ;  and  that  thou  didst  affirm,  that  those 
people  with  whom  thou  walkedst  also  owned  it  and  directed 
to  it  Now,  it  is  one  thing  to  own  the  principle  in  judg- 
ment; another  thing  to  know  it,  feel  its  guidance,  and  be 
subject  to  it.  It  is  a  good  step  to  own  it  in  the  comprehen- 
sion, from  the  testimony  without;  but  yet  they  that  go  so 
far  may  never  come  truly  to  know  and  own  the  thing  itself. 
Now,  nothing  redeems,  or  can  preserve,  but  the  light  and 
life  itself.    Therefore,  how  to  meet  With  the  thing  itself, 
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and  be  changed  by  it  into  its  own  nature,  and  therein  to  be- 
lieve, know,  will,  understand,  and  judge, — ^that  is  a  skill 
which  non^  can  learn,  but  those  that  are  taught  of  God,  and 
keep  close  to  the  foundation,  not  rising  in  the  high  eleva- 
tions above  it  Ah,  the  humility  of  the  seed,  and  of  that 
ftoul  that  is  one  with  the  seedl  Ah,  how  low  it  lies,  and 
how  weighty  its  sense  and  operations  are,  and  how  pure 
uud  infallible  is  its  judgment!  The  great  danger  is,  in  ris- 
ing up  above  the  thing  itself,  which  whoso  doth,  miscarri- 
eth,  whatever  he  hath  formerly  known  or  enjoyed. 

There  now  springs  up  in  my  mind  a  state  since  Adam, 
which  I  would  have  thee  seriously  consider  of;  and  then 
tell  me,  if  thou  hast  known  or  heard  of  such  another.  It  is 
recorded  in  Ezekiel,  28th  chapter,  of  one  that  was  "perfect 
in  wisdom  and  beauty.**  In  what  wisdom ;  in  what  beauty? 
Let  thy  soul,  if  it  hath  understanding,  answer.  For  he  had 
'"been  in  Eden,  the  garden  of  God,"  (what!  had  any  been 
so  since  Adam?)  "and  had  evciy  precious  stone  for  his  cov- 
ering." What  a  glorious  temple  then  was  he!  yea,  and  he 
was  created  (by  what  creation  ?)  unto  this  state.  Yea,  he 
was  "the  anointed  cherub  that  covereth,"  and  God  had  "set 
him  so."  (What  is  it  to  be  the  anointed,  covering  cherub, 
and  to  be  so  set  by  God?)  He  was  also  "upon  the  holy 
mountain  of  God,"  and  "walked  up  and  down  in  the  midst 
of  the  stones  of  fire."  Yea,  saith  the  Spirit  of  God  further 
concerning  him,  "Thou  wast  perfect  in  thy  ways  from  the 
(lay  thou  wast  created."  Yet  after  all  this,  "iniquity  was 
found  in  "  him,  and  the  hand  of  the  Lord  turned  against 
him.  Answer  me  now;  was  this  a  state  of  mixture,  or  no? 
And  if  so  perfect  a  state  was  liable  to  this,  what  is  a  state 
of  mixture  liable  to  ? 

Ah !  many  have  had  some  touches  of  the  light,  some  true 
appearances  thereof,  and  tastes  of  the  glory ;  but  who  hath 
been  so  united  to  the  light,  as  to  keep  out  of  all  that  cor- 
rupteth?  There  is  somewhat  still  lives  near,  "that  would 
fain  be  mixing  with  it,  and  drawing  higher  than  the  pure 
light  of  life  and  truth ;  but  this  leads  out  of  the  way,  above 
the  pure,  the  true,  the  ioAocent,  the  simple:  and  then  there 
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18  a  making  haste  to  be  rich  and  glorious,  and  a  departing 
from  that  poverty  of  spirit,  wherein  is  the  safety  and  pres- 
or\-ation.  How  have  some  that  have  come  among  us,  here 
split  themselves  by  aspiring!  Ah,  ,what  a  foolish  thing  it 
is,  to  be  found  singhig,  before  dominion  is  witnessed,  and 
victory  over  that  which  captivateth :  such  songs  will  end  in 
desolation,  anguish,  and  confusion ;  for  thereby  the  lust  of 
tlie  mind  goes  forth,  and  that  is  fed,  which  keeps  from  the 
victory  and  the  dominion.  It  is  better  to  know  the  old 
bottle  emptied,  yea,  broken,  than  filled  with  new  wine. 
And  how  many  have  taken  themselves  to  be  new  made,, 
who,  when  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  hath  come  to  search  them 
by  his  pure,  eternal  light,  have  been  found  and  are  found 
in  the  old  nature  and  spirit ! 

Come,  live  no  more,,  know  no  more  of  thyself;  but  wait 
to  feel  the  pure  seed  raised  to  live  and  know  in  thee,  and 
to  feel  its  light  enlightening  thee,  and  creating  a  new  ca- 
pacity in  thee ;  and  that  will  give  thee  to  bear  the  pain  of 
dying,  and  taking  up  the  cross,  which  will  really  slay  everj- 
life,  appearance,  and  power  that  is  not- of  its  own  nature. 
Thou  hast  formerly  taken  up  crosses  in  a  way  of  wisdom, 
and  according  to  a  comprehensive  knowledge  and  judg- 
ment; come,  now,  learn  to  take  up  the  seed's  cross  in  the 
true  foolishness.  For  there  is  not  another  thing  that  gives 
life,  than  the  cross  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  which  truly 
and  really  slays;  and  to  that  which  can  discern  and  take  up 
this  cross,  and  live  and  walk  under  it,  the  yoke  is  easy  and 
the  burden  light.  But  that  must  first  be  brought  under 
and  destroyed  which  counteth  it  hard,  before  it  can  be  felt 
and  owned  to  be  so.  tf  thou  couldst  come  out  of  thy  own 
wisdom  and  consideration  of  things,  into  the  simplicity  of 
the  seed,  thou  wouldst  soon  recover  thy  lost  ground  again ; 
and  see  how  the  enemy,  with  his  subtlety,  hath  gained  upon 
thee,  and  into  what  great  danger  he  hath  brought  thy  soul. 

The  Lord  searcheth  and  trieth  the  heart,  and  that  is  the 
true  state  thereof^  which  his  light  discovereth.  That  is  not 
the  state,  which  the  mind  out  of  the  light  apprehendeth  it 
to  be,  as  we  have  often  had  experience  of  in  ourselves. 
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Therefore,  be  still;  justify  not  thyself,  nor  condemn  the 
judgment  of  others,  till  the  Lofd  make  things  manifest  to 
thee.  If  it  then  prove  hctter  with  thee  than  others  have 
said,  that  will  be  thy* advantage;  but  if  thou  then  prove 
mistaken,  and  the  judgment,  which  thou  in  thy  heart  hast 
condemned,  should  stand,  it  will  be  thy  great  loss  and  dis- 
advantage. 

This  is  in  love  and  true  friendship  to  thy  soul,  in  a  deeper 
sight  of  thee  and  sense  concerning  thee  than  thou  art 
aware  of. 

LP. 

26th  of  Third  Month,  1G71. 

To  Xatuaniel  Stoxar. 

It  is  a  dangerous  thing  to  resist  God's  Spirit;  and  yet 
very  easy  for  a  man  so  to  do,  who  hath  not  received  a  true 
understanding  from  the  Lord,  nor  is  acquainted  with  the 
leadings  and  outgoings  of  Ilim,  who  is  pure.  lie  that  is 
tender  and  truly  sensible  may  discern  when  he  resisteth, 
when  he  quenchcth,  or  when  he  gi'ieveth  the  Spirit  of  the 
Lord;  but  he  that  is  not  truly  enlightened,  nor  in  the  true 
sense,  cannot  do  so.  The  Scribes  and  Pharisees,  who  were 
interpreters  of  the  law,  and  very  strict  in  outward  observa- 
tions and  ordinances,  &c.,  who  blamed  their  fathers  for  kill- 
ing the  prophets,  and  said,  if  they  had  been  in  the  days  of 
the  prophets,  they  would  not  have  dealt  so  with  them  as 
their  fathers  did:  yet,  concerning  these,  said  Stephen,  "Ye 
stift-necked,  and  uncircumcised  in  heart  and  ears,  ye  do  al- 
so resist  the  Holy  Ghost;  as  your  fathers  did,  so  do  ye.** 
For,  till  the  stiff  will  and  stiff  wisdom  be  brought  down  in 
a  man,  he  cannot  but  resist  God's  Spirit,  and  fight  for  his 
notions  and  practices,  according  to  his  apprehensions  of  the 
letter,  against  the  testimony  of  6od*8  spirit  and  power. 

Paul,  who  walked,  according  to  the  letter  of  the  law, 
blameless,  yet  resisted  the  Spirit  which  gave  forth  the  law. 
He  must  know  the  Spirit,  receive  the  Spirit,  live  in  the 
Spirit,  walk  in  the  Spirit,  and  not  fulfil  the  lusts  of  the 
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flesh,  who  would  not  be  found  resisting  God's  Spirit.  He 
who  is  indeed  turned  to  the  redeeming  arm,  to  Christ,  the 
power  of  God,  and  gathered  into  the  power,* and  dwell eth 
in  the  Spirit  and  power  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  and  is  taught 
and  led  by  him  from  path  to  path,  and  from  pasture  to  pas- 
ture, as  the  Lamb,  the  Shepherd,  goes  before  and  guides 
him, — he  is  preserved  from  grieving  the  Iloly  Spirit,  which 
moves  and  draws,  instructs  and  quickens,  all  that  are  born 
of  God.  But  he  that  is  only  in  the  letter,  and  in  the  form 
of  godliness,  out  of  the  inward  life  and  power,  he  is  of  that 
birth,  mind,  nature,  and  spirit,  which  cannot  but  resist 
God's  Spirit.  He  knoweth  not,  he  heedeth  not,  His  draw- 
ings. His  movings;  His  light,  His  life, — the  way  thereof, — 
either  in  his  own  heart,  or  in  the  hearts  of  others;  and  so 
walks  in  a  way  of  rebelling  against,  and  resisting  Him, 
who  is  the  only  Saviour  and  Redeemer  of  the  soul.  See 
Job  xxix.  3,  4.  and  xxiv.  13.  Oh  that  thou  mightst  learn 
to  wait  aright  to  learn  these  things !  and  com§  into  the 
true  sense  and  discerning  of  the  Spirit  and  power  of  the 
Lord,  that  thou  mightst  not  any  more  resist  it,  neither  in 
thyself,  nor  in  others. 

The  Lord  open  thy  heart,  and  lay  thy  spirit  low  before 
him;  that  thou  mayst  come  into  a  right  sense  and  judg- 
ment, concerning  the  state  of  thine  own  soul;  and  mayst 
experience  the  Lord  manifesting  things  to  thee,  as  indeed 
they  are. 

^  I.  p. 

15th  of  Fifth  Month,  1C71. 

POSTSCBIPT. 

O  Friend! 

Wait  to  receive  an  understanding  from  the  Lord,  that 
thou  mayst  come  truly  to  know,  whether  thou  hast  resisted 
God's  Spirit,  or  no;  that  tliou  lose  not  the  advantage  of 
making  peace  with  thy  adversary,  while  thou  art  in  the 
way  with  him. 

I  would  not  have  thee  deceived  about  that  virtue,  life  and 
power,  which  redeems  the  soul.    For  there  is  no  other  Re- 
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<leemcr,  besides  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  he  redeems  by 
the  grace  of  his  Spirit,  and  by  faith  in  his  blood,  which 
cleanseth  from  sin ;  which  blood  is  sprinkled  on  the  con- 
sciences of  those  that  believe, — and  that  not  in  the  dark- 
ness, but  in  the  light;  as  is  said  in  1  John  i.  7.  "If  we 
walk  in  the  light,  as  He  is  in  the  light,  we  have  fellowship 
one  with  another,  and  the  blood  of  Jesus  Christ,  his  Son, 
cleanseth  us  from  all  sin."  Under  the  law,  the  blood  of  bulls 
and  goats  was  sprinkled  outwardly,  on  the  outward  thing>, 
which  sanctified  to  the  purifying  of  the  outward  things; 
but  under  the  gospel,  the  blood  of  the  Lamb  is  sprinkled 
inwardly,  upon  inward  and  heavenly  things.  See  Heb.  ix. 
18,  14.  and  22,  23.  and  chap.  x.  22.  and  xii.  24.  Oh  that 
thou  didst  truly  and  understandingly  know  the  diflference, 
between  thy  oxen  applying  Chirst's  blood  to  thyself,  and  the 
Lamb's  sprinkling  it  upon  ihee^  and  washing  thy  soul  therein  ! 
Kev.  i.  5.  and  also  between  thy  own  believing,  according  to 
thy  own  apprehension  of  things,  and  his  giving  thee  to  beluvc 
in  the  light  of  his  Spirit!  and  between  thy  own  praying  in 
thy  own  spirit,  and  his  giving  thee  to  pray  in  his  Spirit ! 

Ak!  the  Truth  of  our  God  is  precious!  the  knowledge 
of  his  Christ,  precious !  It  is  a  precious  thing,  to  have  the 
Son  revealed  by  the  Father  to  the  renewed  mind.  God 
himself  is  the  teacher,  in  the  new  covenant,  of  all  the  true 
disciples  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ;  and  oh  how  do  the  teach- 
ings of  his  Spirit  difter,  from  all  the  knowledge  and  learn- 
ing men  can  attain  unto  of  themselves !  The  Lord  give  thee 
the  true  understanding;  and  to  know  what  it  is  to  begin 
thy  religion  in  his  Spirit;  and  batter  down  and  bring  to 
nought  the  underetanding  in  thee  which  is  not  true;  that 
thou  mayst  not  find  thy  soul  deeply  deceived  at  last,  as  to 
the  true  knowledge  of  Christ  and  mysteries  of  God's  king- 
dom,— and  so  perish  for  ever! 

This,  in  very  dear,  true,  and  tender  love,  from  him,  who 
most  sincerely  and  heartily  wisheth  well  to  thee. 

LP, 

17th  of  Fifth  Month,  1671. 
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